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Crews rescue 28 people
trapped upside down high on
Oregon amusement park ride
in US

PORTLAND. Emergency crews in Oregon rescued 28
people Friday after they were stuck for about half an
hour dangling upside down high on a ride at a century-
old amusement park.

Portland Fire and Rescue said on the social platform X that
firefighters worked with engineers at Oaks Park to
manually lower the ride, but crews had been preparing to
conduct a high-angle ropes rescue if necessary. All riders
were being evacuated and medically evaluated, and
there were no reports of injuries.One rider with a pre-
existing medical condition was taken to a hospital for
further evaluation as a precaution, Oaks Amusement
Park said in a statement posted on social media. Medics
released all other passengers.The ride, called
AtmosFEAR, operates like a pendulum, with the
capacity to swing riders completely upside down.

Chris Ryan and his wife, from nearby Gresham, were at the
park for his birthday. He told The Associated Press in a
Facebook message that they had just been planning to
ride AtmosFEAR when they saw it was stuck and heard
people saying, "Oh my God, they are upside down."

They decided to walk away because of "how scary the
situation was," he said. They eventually got on the Ferris
wheel and heard a loudspeaker announcement that the
park was closed and that people should evacuate.

‘When the ride stopped, park staff immediately called 911
and emergency responders arrived about 25 minutes
later, the park statement said. Park maintenance workers
were able to return the ride to its unloading position

South Africa’s Cyril Ramaphosa re-elected

as President after alliance deal

The African National Congress
lost its majority for the first
time in an election on May 29
and spent two weeks in talks
with other parties that went
down to the wire on Friday
morning as the new parliament
was convening in Cape Town.

Cape Town,UPDATED. The African

National Congress and its largest rival,
the white-led, pro-business Democratic
Alliance, agreed on Friday to work
together 1n South Africa's new
government of national unity, a step
change after 30 years of ANC rule.Once
unthinkable, the accord allowed
President Cyril Ramaphosa to win a
second term in office. He was re-elected

by lawmakers with 283 votes.

The deal between two sharply antagonistic

parties is the most momentous political
shift in South Africa since Nelson
Mandela led the ANC to victory in the
1994 election that marked the end of
apartheid.It will once again be a privilege
and pleasure to serve this great nation ...
(as) president," the 71-year-old leader
said in a speech to parliament, describing
the coming government as an era of hope
and inclusivity."That a number of parties
that had opposed each other... have
decided to work together to deliver this
result has given a new birth, a new era to
our country," he said.The ANC lost its
majority for the first time in an election on
May 29 and spent two weeks in talks with
other parties that went down to the wire
on Friday morning as the new parliament
was convening in Cape Town.

"Today is a historic day for our country,"

DA leader John Steenhuisen said.

"And I think it is the start of a new chapter ...

of us putting our country, ... its interests
and 1ts future first."The National
Assembly had earlier elected a DA

lawmaker as deputy speaker, after
choosing an ANC politician as speaker -
the first concrete instance of power
sharing between the two parties.

ong seen as unbeatable in national elections,

the ANC lost support in recent years as
voters wearied of persistently high levels
of poverty, inequality and crime, rolling
power cuts and corruption in party ranks.

The DA's entry into national government is

a watershed moment for a country still
processing the legacy of the racist
colonial and apartheid regimes.

The party wants to scrap some of the ANC's

Black empowerment programmes,
saying they have not worked and have

mostly benefited a politically-
connected elite. It says good
governance and a strong economy
would benefit all South Africans.For
that reason, some ANC politicians have
expressed hostility to the presence of
the DA in the government. The hard-left
Economic Freedom Fighters, which
captured nearly 10% of the vote,
meanwhile accused it of representing
the interests of the privileged white
minority - a charge the DA strongly
disputes."We do not agree to this
marriage of convenience to consolidate
the white monopoly power over the
economy and the means of production,"
EFF leader Julius Malema said in a
speech in parliament after Ramaphosa's
election. We refuse to sell out."

Others took a less dismal view of the new

racial dynamics."The ANC was also
failing. They need a partner so they can
rise again. DA is mostly white people so if
they came together we can have more
power and maybe a lot can change, even
jobs could be created," Bongani Msibi, 38,
astreet vendor in Soweto.

South Florida at risk of 'life-

minutes after first responders arrived.Portland Fire said
about 30 people were on board. The amusement park
statement said there were 28 riders.The ride has been in

Family of 6, including 3 children, shot dead at home in soutthico

This incident is a latest in a string of

threatening' floods as

operation since 2021 and has not had any prior incidents,
the park said. It will remain closed until further notice.
The park said it would work with the ride's manufacturer
and state inspectors to determine the cause of the
stoppage."We wish to express our deepest appreciation
to the first responders and our staff for taking prompt
action, leading to a positive outcome today, and to the
rest of the park guests who swiftly followed directions to
vacate the park to make way for the emergency
responders to attend to the situation," it said.

Oaks Park first opened in 1905. Its website says it offers a
"uniquely Portland blend of modern thrills and turn-of-
the-century charm on a midway that has delighted
generations of Northwesterners."

World leaders join Ukraine
summit in test of Kyiv's
diplomatic clout

LUCERNE. World leaders gather in Switzerland on
Saturday for a summit aimed at pressuring Russia to
end its war in Ukraine, but the absence of powerful
allies of Moscow such as China will blunt its potential
impactDozens of allies of Ukraine will take part in the
summit, but China is staying away after Russia was
frozen out of proceedings on the grounds it had
dismissed the event as a waste of time and had no
interest in attending. Without China, hopes of isolating
Moscow have faded, while recent military reverses
have put Kyiv on the back foot. The war in Gaza
between Israel and Hamas has also diverted attention
from Ukraine.

The talks are expected to focus on broader concerns
triggered by the war, such as food and nuclear security
and freedom of navigation, and a draft of the final
declaration identifies Russia as the aggressor in the
conflict, sources said."The summit risks showing the
limits of Ukrainian diplomacy," said Richard Gowan,
UN Director at the International Crisis Group.
"Nonetheless, it is also a chance for Ukraine to remind
the world that it is defending the principles of the UN
Charter."Russian President Vladimir Putin said on
Friday Russia would end the war in Ukraine only if
Kyiv agreed to drop its Nato ambitions and hand over
the entirety of four provinces claimed by Moscow -
demands Kyiv swiftly rejected as tantamount to
surrender.

Putin's conditions apparently reflected Moscow's
growing confidence that its forces have the upper hand
in the war.Moscow casts what it calls its special
military operation in Ukraine as part of a broader
struggle with the West, which it says wants to bring
Russia to its knees. Kyiv and the West reject this and
accuse Russia of waging an illegal war of conquest.

Switzerland, which took on the summit at the behest of
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, wants to
pave the way for a future peace process that includes
Russia.But geopolitical splits over the deadliest
European conflict since World War Two have dogged
the event, and Zelenskiy has even accused Beijing of
helping Moscow undermine the gathering, an
accusation China's foreign ministry denied.

Dutch roll’ during Southwest
Airlines flight causes
structural damage to plane

world. A Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 Max
experienced a "Dutch roll" during a flight from
Phoenix to Oakland, California, on May 25, causing
damage to the plane's structure, according to the
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). The
incident occurred while the aircraft was cruising at an
altitude of 34,000 feet but the airlines did not report the
roll or the damage to the NTSB until June
7."Following the event, SWA performed maintenance
on the airplane and discovered damage to structural
components," the safety board said.he extent and
severity of the damage are not yet clear but a
Southwest spokesperson confirmed the airline's
participation in the investigation.What is a Dutch
roll?A Dutch roll is an aerodynamic phenomenon
characterised by a combination of yaw and rolling
motions, causing the plane to sway rhythmically.Pilots
are trained to recover from Dutch rolls, and modern
aircraft are equipped with yaw dampers to correct the
condition by adjusting the rudder.

‘What structural damage did it cause to the plane?

According to a preliminary report by the Federal
Aviation Administration, damage was found in a unit
that controls backup power to the rudder after the
Southwest plane landed. The damage was described as
"substantial."The NTSB has downloaded data from
the Boeing 737 Max 8 to help determine the duration
and severity of the incident.

mass killings in Mexico

Two warring militia groups, likely backed
by drug cartels, are battling for control
of the town

Chiapas and Guanajuato, both hit by
bloody gang turf battles, border
Guatemala

A family of six, including three children,

It was the latest in a string of mass

Beijing claims almost the entirety

Detention is allowed up to 60 days in

"Foreign ships that have illegally entered

Bari,UPDATED.

were killed Friday by gunmen in the
southern Mexico border state of
Chiapas in a town marred by militia
violence.Julio Pérez, the mayor of the
Chiapas town of Pantelho, said the
killings happened there Friday, and
called it “a massacre.” Two warring
militia groups suspected of being
backed by drug cartels have been
battling for control of the town.

killings in which hitmen have wiped
out entire families in Mexico.On
Sunday, gunmen burst into a home in
the north-central state of Guanajuato
and killed four women and two

rules took effect Saturday, under which
it can detain foreigners for trespassing
in the disputed South China Sea, where
neighbours and the G7 have accused
Beijing of intimidation and coercion.

of the South China Sea, brushing

aside competing claims from
several Southeast Asian nations
including the Philippines and an
international ruling that its
stance has no legal basis.China
deploys coast guard and other
boats to patrol the waters and has
turned several reefs into
militarised artificial islands.
Chinese and Philippine vessels
have had a series of
confrontations in disputed
areas.From Saturday, China's coast
guard can detain foreigners "suspected
of violating management of border
entry and exit", according to the new
regulations published online.

"complicated cases", they say.

China's territorial waters and the

children.Both Chiapas, which shares a
border with Guatemala,
Guanajuato have been hit by bloody
gang turf’battles in recent years.

Local media reported that the gunmen
entered the home in the city of Leon in
Guanajuato looking for a male member
of the family. When they found out he
had already fled, they killed the women
and children.The Guanajuato killings
have drawn special attention because
surveillance camera footage showed

adjacent
detained."Manila has accused the
Chinese coast guard of "barbaric and
inhumane behaviour"
Philippine vessels,
Ferdinand Marcos said last month
called the new rules a

worrisome"
Guard vessels have used water cannon
against Philippine boats multiple times
in the contested waters.There have also
been collisions that injured Filipino
troop.Philippine military chief General
Romeo Brawner told reporters on
Friday that authorities in Manila were
"discussing a number of steps to be
undertaken in order for us to protect

and

New China rules allow detention of foreigners in South China Sea

SHANGA. New Chinese coast guard

waters may be

against
and President

"very

escalation.China Coast

five National Guard officers entering
the home five minutes before the
killings took place. They left the home
carrying a large black plastic bag just
before the killers arrived.On Friday,
President Andrés
Obrador said five officers of the quasi-
military National Guard had been
detained for breaches of military
discipline, and were in the custody of
the Defense Department,
refused to give more details on the case.

our fishermen".Philippine fishermen
were told "not to be afraid, but just to
go ahead with their normal activities to
fish there in our Exclusive Economic
Zone", Brawner said.The Group of
Seven bloc on Friday criticised what it
called

and the Philippines have raised fears of
a wider conflict over the sea that could
involve the United States and other
allies.Trillions of dollars in ship-borne
trade passes through the South China
Sea annually, and huge unexploited oil
and gas deposits are believed to lie
under its seabed, though estimates vary
greatly.

torrential rain continues

Florida,
downpours deluged South Florida on Thursday,
adding to more than a foot (30 cm) of rain that fell
on parts of the state this week and leading
forecasters to issue flood watches or warnings
for an area where 8 million people reside. Some
areas, including portions of Broward and Miami-
Dade counties, were at risk of "life-threatening
flooding," as water built up on roadways and
lapped up against thresholds of homes, the
National Weather Service said.

A few spots have reported up to 18-to-25 inches

US,UPDATED: More torrential

(46-t0-63.5 cm) of rain since Monday, said Bob

Manuel Lipez

but he

"dangerous" incursions by
China in the waterway.We
oppose China's militarisation,
and coercive and intimidation
activities in the South China
Sea," read a G7 statement at the
end of a summit on Friday.
G7 criticism
The South China Sea is a vital
waterway, where Vietnam,
Malaysia and Brunei also have
overlapping claims in some
parts.Most recently, however,
confrontations between China

Oravec, a forecaster with the service's Weather
Prediction Center
Maryland.More torrential downpours deluged
South Florida on Thursday, adding to more than a
foot (30 cm) of rain that fell on parts of the state
this week and leading forecasters to issue flood
watches or warnings for an area where 8 million
people reside.

Some areas, including portions of Broward and
Miami-Dade counties, were at risk of "life-
threatening flooding," as water built up on
roadways and lapped up against thresholds of
homes, the National Weather Service said.

A few spots have reported up to 18-to-25 inches
(46-t0-63.5 cm) of rain since Monday, said Bob
Oravec, a forecaster with the service's Weather
Prediction Center
Maryland.Even though the system is not
expected to strengthen into a tropical storm, it
could be a wet prelude to what is expected to be a
busy hurricane season, which began on June 1.

With another five inches of rain possible before
Friday night, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis
declared a state of emergency for five South
Florida Counties late on Wednesday.

Media reports and social media posts showed
stalled cars and people trying to wade in streets
covered in hip-deep water, or paddling in small
boats and kayaks. In some areas, water has
swamped lawns and pushed up to the front doors
ofhouses and other buildings.

Parts of Interstate 95, a main north-south route
along the East Coast, were closed due to flooding
on Wednesday."The problem is that there is no
place for the rain to go", said Oravec. "The
ground is so saturated. In some places, water is
rising up from the sewers".In nearby Fort
Lauderdale, Mayor Dean Trantalis declared a
city-wide emergency due to flooding. He said the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
sending boats and high-water vehicles to assist
any rescues if

Trantalis urged people to stay off roadways. "It's
crucial to never attempt to drive through high
water", he warned in a message on the X social
media platform.

in College Park,

in College Park,

Commission was

PM meets Zelenskyy at G7, assures support
for peaceful solution to Ukraine conflict

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday conveyed to
Ukranian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy during a meeting that India
would continue to do everything within
its means to support a peaceful solution to
the Ukraine conflict and that the way to
peace is through "dialogue and
diplomacy".

The upcoming Swiss peace conference for

Ukraine also figured in the Modi-

Ministry of External Affairs will lead the
Indian delegation at the Peace Summit,
officials said.Modi described the meeting
with the Ukranian president as '"very
productive" and said India is eager to
"further cement" bilateral relations with
Ukraine.

"Had a very productive meeting with

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. India is
eager to further cement bilateral relations
with Ukraine," Modi said on'X".

Zelenskyy talks held on the margins of "Regarding the ongoing hostilities,

the G7 summit in Italy's Apulia and the
Ukranian president thanked the prime
minister for sending a high-level
delegation to the conclave over the
weekend in Switzerland.During the
meeting, Modi told Zelenskyy that India
believes in a "human-centric" approach
to find a solution to the conflict in
Ukraine."We are very hopeful that the
federal courts will have a chance to hold
the FDA accountable for its unlawful
actions in removing these long-standing
safeguards for women," Hawley said.In a
poston'X', the Ukranian president said he
and Modi talked about the Peace Summit
and issues on its agenda and that he
thanked the Indian prime minister for
sending a high-level delegation to it.

Pavan Kapoor, Secretary (West) in the

_———
EE——

reiterated that India believes in a human-
centric approach and believes that the
way to peace is through dialogue and
diplomacy," he said.The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said Modi and
Zelenskyy exchanged views on the
situation in Ukraine and the upcoming
Peace Summit in Switzerland."The prime
minister conveyed that India continues to
encourage peaceful resolution of the
conflict through dialogue and diplomacy,
and reiterated that India would continue
to do everything within its means to
support a peaceful solution," it said.

It said Modi thanked President Zelenskyy

for his warm wishes on his assuming
office for the third term."We discussed
the development of bilateral relations and
trade, in particular in the context of the

Black Sea export corridor functioning,"
Zelenskyy said on 'X'.c"We explored the
possibility of exchanging experience in
the use of new technologies in
agriculture," he said.

"We also talked about the Global Peace

Summit and issues on its agenda. I thank
Prime Minister Modi for sending a high-
level delegation to the Summit.," the
Ukranian president said.Switzerland is
hosting several global leaders on June 15
and 16 in an attempt to chart a roadmap
for brining peace to Ukraine. The Indian
delegation at the summit is expected to be
headed by a senior diplomat.External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal the two leaders reviewed bilateral
relationship and exchanged views on
situation in Ukraine.In a post on 'X', the
Ukranian president said he and Modi
talked about the Peace Summit and issues
on its agenda and that he thanked the
Indian prime minister for sending a high-
level delegation to it.Pavan Kapoor,
Secretary (West) in the Ministry of
External Affairs will lead the Indian
delegation at the Peace Summiit, officials
said.Modi described the meeting with the
Ukranian president as "very productive"
and said India is eager to "further cement"
bilateral relations with Ukraine."Had a

very productive meeting with President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. India is eager to
further cement bilateral relations with
Ukraine," Modisaid on'X".

"Regarding the ongoing hostilities,

reiterated that India believes in a human-
centric approach and believes that the
way to peace is through dialogue and
diplomacy," he said.The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said Modi and
Zelenskyy exchanged views on the
situation in Ukraine and the upcoming
Peace Summit in Switzerland."The prime
minister conveyed that India continues to
encourage peaceful resolution of the
conflict through dialogue and diplomacy,
and reiterated that India would continue
to do everything within its means to
support a peaceful solution," it said.It said
Modi thanked President Zelenskyy for
his warm wishes on his assuming office
for the third term."We discussed the
development of bilateral relations and
trade, in particular in the context of the
Black Sea export corridor functioning,"
Zelenskyy said on 'X'."We explored the
possibility of exchanging experience in
the use of new technologies in
agriculture," he said."We also talked
about the Global Peace Summit and
issues on its agenda.
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India, Italy to collaborate on biofuels, critical minerals:

PM Modi following talks with Italian PM Meloni
-

RNS I New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
held bilateral talks with his
Italian counterpart, Gior-
gia Meloni, on Friday. The
discussions focused on
strengthening ties between
India and Italy, covering
areas such as commerce,
energy, defense, and tel-
ecommunications.

PM Modi expressed his
gratitude to PM Meloni
for inviting him to the G7
Summit, where India par-
ticipated as an Outreach
country. He was warmly
welcomed by Meloni upon
his arrival in Italy.

Highlighting  the  key
points of their discussions,
PM Modi stated, “Our na-
tions will work together
in futuristic areas like
biofuels, food processing,
and critical minerals” He
shared this update in a
post on social media plat-

form X.

During an address at an
Outreach session of the G7
summit in Italy’s Apulia re-
gion, Prime Minister Modi
emphasized the impact of
global uncertainties and
tensions on the countries
of the Global South. He
called for collective efforts
to ensure technology ben-
efits all sections of society,
aiming to remove social
inequalities and expand
human capabilities.

“We have to collectively
ensure that the benefits of

technology reach all sec-
tions of society, to real-
ize the potential of every
person in the society, to
help in removing social
inequalities, and expand
human powers instead of
limiting them. This should
not only be our desire, but
our responsibility. We have
to convert monopoly in
technology into mass us-
age,” he said.

PM Modi stressed the im-
portance of making tech-
nology creative rather than
destructive, to build an

inclusive society. He noted
India’s proactive approach
in this regard, including
the formulation of a Na-
tional Strategy on Artifi-
cial Intelligence.

During the G7 Summit,
PM Modi also held meet-
ings with various global
leaders, including Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, Brazilian President
Lula da Silva, UAE Presi-
dent Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, US President
Joe Biden, Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak, and French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron.

These interactions under-
scored India’s commitment
to fostering international
cooperation and address-
ing  global  challenges
through dialogue and col-
laboration.

PM Modi Meets Pope Francis at
G7 Summit, Extends Invitation
for India Visit

'

RNS: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi met Pope Fran-
cis with a warm embrace at
the Outreach session of the
G7 Summit in the Apulia
region of southern Italy.
Pope Francis, along with
other world leaders, dis-
cussed pressing global is-
sues at the summit.

PM Modi engaged in a
light-hearted exchange
with the 87-year-old head
of the worldwide Catho-

lic Church, who was in a
wheelchair, as they em-
braced at the summit ven-
ue, Borgo Egnazia.

Following the meeting,
PM Modi posted photos
and wrote on social media:
“Met Pope Francis on the
sidelines of the G7 Sum-
mit. I admire his commit-
ment to serving people and
making our planet better.
Also invited him to visit
India.”

First Monsoon Rain Brings Relief
Heat in Dhanbad

from Humid

by Chandan Pal

Dhanbad: The arrival of the
monsoon has brought much-
needed relief to the residents
of Jharkhand, as the first rain
of the season hit the Dhanbad
district on Saturday, providing a
welcome break from the persis-
tent humid heat.

The monsoon rains varied
across the district, with some
areas  experiencing  heavy
downpours and others receiv-
ing lighter showers. The sight
of rain brought joy to many,
as people were seen savoring
the refreshing weather change.
Children played outside, and
adults took leisurely strolls,
basking in the cool, wet condi-
tions that had eluded them for
weeks.

Despite the mornings rain,
the weather took a turn by af-
ternoon as the sun emerged,
reintroducing a wave of hu-
midity. The fluctuating weather
conditions were evident, with
clouds gathering again later in
the day; hinting at the possibil-
ity of more showers. This mix of
sun and rain created a dynamic
atmosphere, reflecting the typi-
cal unpredictability of the mon-
00N season.

Saturday’s temperatures pro-

vided a clear picture of this
transition. The maximum tem-
perature reached 45 degrees
Celsius, a slight dip from the
previous days’ scorching highs.
The minimum temperature
hovered around 32 degrees Cel-
sius. This marked a significant
change from earlier in the week
when the mercury soared to 44
degrees Celsius, indicating the
cooling influence of the mon-
soon.

As the day progressed, the clear
morning sky gave way to strong
sunlight, causing discomfort
despite the marginal drop in
temperature. The intense after-
noon heat made people sweat,
underscoring the lingering ef-
fects of the pre-monsoon con-
ditions. However, relief came
shortly after 3 PM when heavy
rain, accompanied by light
clouds, swept through the area,

providing a cool respite and lift-
ing the spirits of the residents.
The entry of the monsoon into
Jharkhand signifies more than
just a change in weather; it her-
alds the start of a season that re-
juvenates the landscape, replen-
ishes water sources, and brings
hope to farmers anticipating a
good harvest. While the initial
rains have offered a glimpse of
relief, the community remains
hopeful for consistent monsoon
showers to sustain this pleasant
change.

In conclusion, the first mon-
soon rain in Jharkhand has not
only cooled the temperatures
but also brought joy and relief
to its people. As the monsoon
continues to settle in, residents
look forward to more such
refreshing spells that will help
combat the lingering summer
heat and humidity.

“Hello from the Melodi Team”: Giorgia Meloni,
Narendra Modi Share Greetings from Italy

by Ashis Sinha

“Hello from the Melodi team,”
said Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, taking a selfie
with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the side-
lines of the G7 Summit in Ita-
ly, giving a nod to the netizens
who affectionately refer to the
duo as “Melodi”

In a video shared on her X
handle, Meloni greeted fol-
lowers with, “Hi friends, from
#Melodi” The video featured
both Prime Ministers smil-
ing and waving at the camera,
capturing a moment of cama-
raderie.

A viral picture accompany-

ing the video showed Meloni
clicking a selfie with Modi,
both leaders beaming. The
snapshot evoked memories
of their popular selfie at the
COP28 Climate Summit in
Dubai, which also captured
widespread attention.

On the diplomatic front,
Modi held bilateral talks with
Meloni on Friday, describing
their meeting as “good” and
focused on strengthening ties
between India and Italy. Modi
expressed gratitude to Meloni
for inviting him to the G7
Summit, where India partici-
pated as an Outreach country.
The bilateral discussions cov-
ered various areas of mutual

interest, including commerce,
energy, defence, and telecom-
munications. Modi  high-
lighted the future cooperation
between India and Italy in sec-
tors such as biofuels, food pro-
cessing, and critical minerals.
In an X post, he stated, “Our
nations will work together in
futuristic areas like biofuels,
food processing, and critical
minerals”

Meloni’s warm welcome and
the subsequent interactions
between the two leaders un-
derscore the growing partner-
ship between Italy and India,
marking a significant moment
in their diplomatic relations.

CCL Gandhinagar Hospital to Host
Free Cardiac Clinic

Renowned Cardiologist Dr. Rajiv Rathi to Offer
Consultations at Heart Disease Camp

RNS I Ranchi: The CCL Central Hospital in Gandhina-
gar, Kanke Road, is organizing a free heart disease medical
camp on Friday, June 21, 2024, starting at 9 am.

Dr. Rajiv Rathi, a Senior Interventional Cardiologist from
Max Super Specialty Hospital, New Delhi, will offer con-
sultations and medical advice to patients suffering from

heart conditions.

Residents of Jharkhand are encouraged to utilize this op-
portunity for free medical advice. Patients should bring any
previous medical reports or test papers related to their heart

treatments.

Under the leadership of CMD Nilendu Kumar Singh, CCL
is committed to providing medical services not only to its
employees and stakeholders but also to the broader com-

munity.

CCL regularly invites renowned specialist doctors from
across the country to conduct health camps for various dis-
eases. These initiatives aim to provide modern treatment
facilities for serious illnesses close to home, benefiting as

many people as possible.

Awareness in Society Crucial for Cervical
Cancer Elimination: Dr. Bharti Kashy

RNS I Gua: Dr. Bharti Kashyap emphasized the critical
need for public education in the fight against cervical cancer
during a meeting with teachers at DAV Public School, Gua.
Under the leadership of Principal Usha Rai, Dr. Bharti
Kashyap, representing the Women Doctors Wing of the
IMA Jharkhand, engaged with the faculty to discuss the im-
portance of social awareness campaigns aimed at eliminat-

ing cervical cancer.

Dr. Kashyap highlighted that testing for Human Papilloma
Virus (HPV) infection is a key strategy in eradicating cervi-
cal cancer. She also addressed the warning signs and poten-
tial symptoms, including abnormal sensations or paralysis
in the hands and feet, pain in the hands, and issues with
bladder and bowel function due to acute compression. She
warned that even a minor neck injury that severely dam-
ages the spinal cord could result in complete paralysis of

the limbs.

The event saw full participation from the teachers of DAV
Public School, Gua. As a gesture of appreciation, Dr. Bharti
Kashyap presented Principal Usha Rai with a bouquet of

flowers.
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BSL innovates with Sludge Bricks as an alternative

RNS I Bokaro: SAIL-Bokaro
Steel Plant (BSL) has made a
significant stride towards sus-
tainable steel production by
collaborating with SAILs Re-
search and Development Cen-
tre for Iron and Steel (RDCIS)
to introduce sludge bricks as a
substitute for scrap in the steel
production process.

On June 15, 2024, a joint team
from RDCIS and BSL, led by B
K Tiwari, Director-in-Charge
of BSL, Rajan Prasad, Execu-
tive Director (HR & Addition-
al Charge Operations), and
Sandeep Kar, Executive Direc-
tor (RDCIS), Ranchi, success-
fully developed and utilized
sludge bricks made from high
iron-containing wastes such as
mill scale and sludge generated
during steel production.

For the first time in SAIL
and possibly the steel indus-
try, these sludge bricks were
charged into the converters of
Steel Melting Shop (SMS)-II
at BSL. The recycling of mill
scale and sludge is a critical
component of sustainable steel
production.

Traditionally, scrap is used as a

to scrap
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coolant in the steel production
process. However, advance-
ments in technology and pro-
cess optimization in integrated
steel plants have reduced the
availability of in-house scrap.
This scarcity, coupled with the
high cost of external scrap, pre-
sented a significant challenge.

In response, BSL initiated the
production of sludge bricks to
replace scrap in SMS-II. These
“green bricks” have shown
promising results in trials, sug-

in ste

el production

gesting that they may soon be-
come a regular part of the steel
production process at BSL.

B K Tiwari, Director-in-
Charge of BSL, stated that this
innovation would not only
reduce steel production costs
but also contribute to BSUs and
SAILs decarbonization and
circular economy goals.

Key figures involved in this
successful  trial  included
Arvind Kumar, CGM (SMS
II), PK Baisakhiya, CGM

(Maintenance), Manohar Lal,
CGM (Quality), AK Mistry,
CGM (RDCIS Bokaro Cen-
tre), Deep Kumar Saxena, GM
(BSL), P Marandi, GM (BSL),
PS Meena, GM (BSL), NP
Shrivastava, GM (ECS), San-
tosh Kumar, DGM (RDCIS
Bokaro), Smita Toppo, Manag-
er (RDCIS Bokaro), Abhijeet
Das, Manager (RDCIS Boka-
ro), Chandan Kumar, Manager
(RDCIS Bokaro), and other
members of RDCIS and BSL.

Against ‘Modi Govt by Mistake’ Jibe:

‘In a Fool’s

RNS I New Delhi: Congress
National President Mallikar-
jun Kharge criticized Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday, suggesting that the
coalition government at the
Centre was established by
mistake and could collapse
at any moment, as reported
by the media.

In the recent Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP secured
240 seats, falling short of the
272 needed for a majority,
and had to rely on its allies
to form the government.
Kharge was quoted as say-
ing, “NDA government has
been formed by mistake.
Modi ji doesn’t have the
mandate. It’s a minority gov-
ernment. This government
can fall anytime. We would
like it to continue. Let it be
good for the country. We
should work together to
strengthen the country. But
our Prime Minister is habit-
ual of not letting something
go on well to continue. But
we will cooperate towards

strengthening the country..”
His remarks drew a sharp
response from Tamil Nadu
BJP chief K Annamalai, who
said Kharge is living in a
“fool’s paradise,” as reported

by India Today.
Kharge’s criticism of PM
Modi and the coalition

government also prompted
reactions from his political
rivals in Bihar.

JDU, which is part of the co-
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alition, reminded Kharge of
the history of past Congress-
led coalitions.

Former Bihar IPRD min-
ister and JDU MLC Neeraj
Kumar questioned Kharge’s
understanding and chal-
lenged him to recall how the
Congress-led governments
under PV Narasimha Rao
and Manmohan Singh sur-
vived, the report said.
Kumar highlighted how
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Rao skillfully managed to
turn the minority Congress
government into a majority
within two years by engi-
neering splits in smaller par-
ties, and rhetorically asked
if Kharge was unaware of
Congress’s historical tactics.
“Congress is now stuck in
‘99 ka Fer;” he quipped, ac-
cording to the report.

CCL hosts workshop on POSH Act

RNS I Ranchi: A one-
day workshop on the
Prevention of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) Act
was held at Prakash Hall,
organized by the Human
Resource Development
Department under the
guidance of Director
(Personnel) Harsh Nath
Mishra of CCL.
The workshop featured
detailed discussions and
interactive sessions led
by expert speakers, with
participation from 31
officers from CCL head-
®* @ L _J

quarters and regional of-
fices.

General Manager (HRD)
R K Pandey welcomed all
participants and faculty
members, setting the
stage for a comprehen-
sive exploration of the
POSH Act.

In the first session, Dr.
Suman  Singh, CMS,
CCL, provided an intro-
duction to the various
provisions of the POSH
Act and the rights of
women employees.

She also detailed the
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roles, responsibilities,
and procedures of the
Internal Complaints
Committee (ICC).

The second session, led
by Suchindra, focused
on the rights and re-
sponsibilities of both
employees and employ-
ers under the POSH Act.
Rashmi Saha, a freelanc-
er, NGO head, and sub-
ject expert, addressed
the session on ‘Preven-
tion and Behaviour at
Workplace,  providing
valuable insights into

appropriate
conduct.

The HRD department,
along with other related
departments, played a
significant role in the

workplace

successful organization
of the event.

The workshop was well-
received and appreciated
by all women employees
in attendance.
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Uttarakhand: 10 Dead, Several Injured As Tempo
Traveller Falls Into Go

rge Near Badrinath Highway

New Delhi: As many as ten people were killed

seven others were injured after a tempo traveller fell
into a deep gorge near the Rishikesh-Badrinath

Highway in Uttarakhand’s
Rudraprayag. The accident took
place near the Alakananda River
onthe highway.

There were 23 passengers aboard
the vehicle. Rescue operations are
underway, said the State Disaster
Response Force.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said that
the injured have been sent to the
nearest medical centre for

treatment.Expressing concern over the accident,
Dhami said the district magistrate has been ordered to

investigate the matter.

“Received very sad news of a tempo traveller accident in

Notice to Sunita Kejriwal to take down Arvind Kejriwal's court video

New Delhi:The Delhi High Court on Saturday
issued a notice to Arvind Kejriwal's wife
Sunita Kejriwal, asking her to take down the
video recording of court proceedings when the
Delhi Chief Minister addressed the court in
person following his arrest in the liquor policy
case.A Division Bench of Justices Neena
Bansal Krishna and Amit Sharma further
directed social media platforms X, Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube to take down similar
content when it comes to their notice.

The court further directed a host of other social

Uttarakhand Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said that the

injured have been sent
to the nearest medical

centre for treatment

and  Rudraprayag district. Local administration and SDRF
teams are engaged in relief and rescue operations. The
injured have been sent to the nearest medical center
for treatment. The district
magistrate has been ordered to
investigate the incident,” the Chief
Minister posted on his X
account.Taking to social media
platform X, Union Home Minister
shared, “My condolences are with
the families of those who lost their
lives in this accident. The local
administration and SDRF teams are
engaged in relief and rescue work
and all possible help is being
provided to the injured. I pray to God for the speedy
recovery of the injured.”
This comes days after three women were killed after a
bus fell into a gorge near Gangnani on the Gangotri

-~

when Kejriwal had addressed Special Judge (PC

Sunita Kejriwal also reposted an audio
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Portal for state rural job scheme: Bengal
minister launches Karmashree's website

A source said chief minister
Mamata Banerjee had given
special focus to compensating for
the loss of poor rural workers
through her brainchild scheme,
Karmashree, before the 2026
Assembly elections

Calcutta. The state panchayats and rural development
department on Friday launched an online portal for
Karmashree —a flagship scheme parallel to MGNREGA —
to provide at least 50 days of work to over two crore job card
holders as the Narendra Modi government froze funds for the
rural employment guarantee scheme in December 2021.A
source said chief minister Mamata Banerjee had given
special focus to compensating for the loss of poor rural
workers through her brainchild scheme, Karmashree, before
the 2026 Assembly elections.

On Friday, the state panchayat and rural development minister,
Pradip Mazumdar, launched the online portal and a
WhatsApp chatbot service, which allows anyone to get in
touch with developmental works under the department.In a
conference at Dhano Dhanye auditorium here, block
informatics officers (BIOs) and district informatics analysts
(DIAs) from across Bengal were trained to upload
comprehensive job creation data through different state
government departments.

Before the Lok Sabha polls, the state government provided due

addressed the Rouse Avenue Court on the said
date, several social media handles associated
with the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and other
Opposition parties made video/audio
recordings of the court proceedings and posted
them on social media platforms.

recording uploaded by an X user.Singh argued
that recording of court proceedings is
prohibited under the "High Court of Delhi
Rules for Video Conferencing for Courts
2021" and making these videos viral was an

media handles to take down the video as
well.The court passed the order while hearing a
public interest litigation (PIL) filed by advocate
Vaibhav Singh.The video pertains to March 28,

Act) Kaveri Baweja when he was produced
before the court for the second time following his
arrest by the Enforcement Directorate. Advocate
Vaibhav Singh argued that after Kejriwal

effort to malign the image of the judiciary and the
judges.He said that posting such videos was part
of the conspiracy hatched by Arvind Kejriwal
and the AAP.

wages to 59 lakh MGNREGA job card holders who did not
get their wages as the central government withheld the funds.
Now the state government will ensure a 50-day work
guarantee under the state-funded scheme,” said a senior
state government official.

After the Centre froze funds to Bengal under schemes like
MGNREGA in December 2021, citing irregularities, the
TMC, led by its national general secretary Abhishek

7,
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Banerjee, launched a massive movement against the
Narendra Mod government in Calcutta and Delhi.In Delhi,
several TMC MPs were detained when they went to meet the
Minister of State for Rural Development, Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti, in her office at Krishi Bhavan in October 2023. In
February this year, the Bengal government released 72,800
crore from its coffers to pay 59 lakh MGNREGA job card
holders.A senior TMC leader said providing due wages to the
MGNREGA workers and the campaign on the Centre’s
deprivation helped the party reap political dividends in the
recently concluded Lok Sabha polls by bagging out of 42
seats in the state.

Nitish Kumar brought shame
when he touched PM Modi's
feet: Prashant Kishor

New Delhi:Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar brought shame to the
state when he touched the feet of Modi, political strategist turned
activist Prashant Kishor alleged at a public meeting in Bhagalpur on
Friday.Kishor also said Kumar did so to ensure his own continuance
in power.Kishor's remark came in reference to Nitish Kumar bowing
to touch Prime Minister Narendra Modi's feet during the meeting of
the NDA Parliamentary Party, ahead of the Prime Minister's oath.

People ask me why I am now criticising Nitish Kumar, having worked
with him in the past. He was a different man back then. His
conscience had not been put up for sale," said Kishor, who had
managed the JD (U) president's election campaign in 2015 and
formally joined the party two years later."The leader of a state is the

PM Modi's Strategic Dialogues With Meloni,
Macron, Trudeau, Zelensky At G7 Summit

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attended the G7 Summit in Italy's Apulia
region as an 'Outreach Nation,' and engaged in
bilateral discussions with several world
leaders. Key meetings included talks with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky,
French President Emmanuel Macron, UK
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, and Pope Francis.
Modi also held separate meetings with Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, US President
Joe Biden, and Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau.

During his speech at the Outreach session of the
G7 summit, Prime Minister Modi highlighted
the importance of transforming technological
monopolies into widespread, accessible

murder Sikh separatist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun in New York. In his address, Biden
named India and other as essential partners in the
field of minerals.Following his meeting with Mr.
Zelenskyy, Prime Minister Modi described it as
productive and expressed India's eagerness to
strengthen bilateral relations with Ukraine.
Regarding the conflict with Russia, Modi
emphasized India's belief in a human-centric
approach and asserted that peace can be
achieved through dialogue and diplomacy.On
the first day of the summit, discussions were
dominated by the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Leaders agreed on a US proposal to support a
$50-billion loan to Kyiv using frozen Russian
assets. US President Joe Biden described this

i

pride ofits people. But Nitish Kumar brought shame to Bihar when he
touched the feet of Modi," he alleged, referring to the NDA meeting in
Delhi last week.

Kumar's JD (U) won 12 seats in Lok Sabha polls to emerge as the
second largest ally of the BJP, which failed to get a majority on its own.

"There is so much talk about Nitish Kumar playing a key role in Modi's
return to power. But how is the Bihar Chief Minister leveraging his
position? He is not using his clout to ensure benefits for the state. He

technologies. He said that this approach can

help create a more inclusive society and reduce
social inequalities. Modi noted the challenges
faced by the Global South, stating that these
countries are disproportionately affected by
global uncertainties and tensions.The Prime
Minister had his first face-to-face meeting with
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau since
Trudeau accused Indian government agents of

being involved in the killing of Khalistani
separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada last
year. Indian denied these allegations claimig it to
be ‘absurd’and ‘motivated.’

On the sidelines of the G7 summit in Italy's Apulia

region, Modi also had a separate meeting with
US President Joe Biden. This conversation
occurred nearly seven months after Washington
alleged an Indian connection to a foiled plot to

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) Spokesperson

decision as a "significant outcome" and a strong
message to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Randhir Jaiswal detailed about PM's meeting
with Macron, he posted on X: "Taking Strategic
Partnership to new levels! PM @narendramodi
met President @EmmanuelMacron of France on
the sidelines of the 50th G7 Summit in Apulia,
Italy.

is touching feet to ensure that he remains in power, with BJP support,
even after 2025 assembly polls," Kishor said.Notably, Kishor first
shot into fame in 2014 for handling the spectacularly successful Lok
Sabha poll campaign of Modi.y the time he gave up political
consultancy in 2021, Kishor had worked for several high-profile
politicians, including Mamata Banerjee, Arvind Kejriwal and Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

Is Congress seeing a revival? Direct answer in direct fights

New Delhi: There is jubilation in the
Congress. A kind of confidence that was
missing of late in the party, which has seen
both the high of 414 seats and the low of 47
in the Lok Sabha. Did the 2024 Lok Sabha
election herald a revival of the Congress,
which has been given a black eye and a few
broken ribs by the BJP?

The question is not just about a party but
about the democratic and political system
of the country. In the true sense, it is just the
BJP and the Congress that are national
parties, and the strength of one is vital in
counterbalancing and checking the
brashness of the other.In the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, the Congress won 99 seats,
almost double its 2019 tally of 52. Notably,
dozens of seats came from states where it
contested the polls in alliance with stronger
regional parties. So, do the results signify a
Congress revival?"The BJP was talking
about a Congress-mukt Bharat and

announcing that the party was dead. The
Lok Sabha election results show the party is
alive and kicking," says author and political
commentator Rasheed Kidwai.The sense of
elation within the party could be because
the Congress was fighting from a position
of weakness. For the first time in its history,
the Congress fielded less than 330
candidates in a general election. To bleed
the BJP, it made sacrifices for its INDIA
partners.

So, what do the numbers suggest?
"The arithmetic shows a Congress revival,

but revival is a continuous process. The
answer lies somewhere in between,"
political analyst Amitabh Tiwari tells India
Today.In.It is crucial to understand that
answer lying in between, because, as Tyrion
Lannister (played by Peter Dinklage)
warned, "It’s easy to confuse ‘what is” with
‘what ought to be’, especially whe ‘what is’
has worked out in your favour."

CONGRESS HAS WON 99 SEATS, SO
WHYTHE DOUBT?

If numbers attest to the success of the
Congress in the 2024 Lok Sabha election,

why s there even a scope to raise a

doubt?"People are thinking it is the
moment of revival for the Congress, but
thatis not true," political analyst Prashant
Kishor told India Today TV in his first
interview after the general
election.Prashant Kishor cited the
example of Karnataka, Telangana and
Himachal Pradesh, three states where the
Congress is in power."In Karnataka, the
Congress has lost in a way. They swept
Telangana some months back, but there it
has gained just 50% of the seats in the
general election, and in Himachal Pradesh,
it has been defeated in all the seats,"
Kishor, popular known as PK.

He says that there are two states, Rajasthan

and Maharashtra, where the Congress's
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said

performance has been praiseworthy.In
Rajasthan, where the BJP registered a clean

sweep in the last two elections, the
Congress snatched eight seats from the
saffron party. Even in Haryana, the
Congress won five seatsRasheed Kidwai,
the author of multiple books on the
Congress, including 24 Akbar Road, says
the results in Haryana and Rajasthan show

that the OBCs, Muslims and Dalits have
started voting for the party
again."Maharashtra is a good example of
a Congress comeback. It was at number
three, and now it has become the No. 1
party," says Kidwai.However, Prashant
Kishor argues that these scattered
performances do not show a pan-India
revival. "If it would have been a pan-
India revival of the Congress, the party
would have done better in its
strongholds," he argued.To get a fair idea
if this is the revival of the Congress, a
look at the direct match-ups with the BJP
is essential.

WHAT DO CONGRESS-BJP DIRECT

ELECTION FIGHTS SUGGEST?

Political analyst Amitabh Tiwari says,

amongst other things, the answer if it's the
moment of revival for the Grand Old Party
can be found in a comparison of BJP-
Congress direct fights.
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Time to put S&T
policies back on track

IN the past 10 years, innovation was perhaps the
most quoted buzzword in speeches of the Prime
Minister, Cabinet ministers and science
bureaucrats in India. Several awards, missions
and schemes were announced to promote science-
based innovation in different sectors. It is,
however, surprising that all this was happening
without a proper enabling environment. The
grand intentions of the Modi 2.0 government to
boost scientific research remained a ‘work in
progress’ at a time when the global research
landscape is fast changing with the emergence of
deep tech. Little progress was made on three
critical counts — science and technology (S&T)
policies, funding mechanisms and research
priorities — and the new government’s agenda
should be to prioritise them.An exercise to
develop a new National Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI) policy was initiated during the
Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. Several drafts were
prepared, but the policy remains on paper and is
yet to be finalised. The policy was to replace the
one released in 2013 by the UPA government. The
first task of the new government on the science
and technology front, therefore, should be to
finalise the STI Policy and start its
implementation in earnest. If the new
dispensation finds that the draft is not good
enough, it should junk it and continue with the
2013 STI policy framework. The policy goals
enunciated in 2013 remain unfulfilled even after a
decade.Among the key objectives of the 2013
policy was to ‘position India among the top five
global scientific powers by 2020’ and to increase
the gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) to 2 per
cent of the GDP. We have seen little progress on
the expenditure front. India has slipped on this
parameter. The GERD in 2013 was 1 per cent of
the GDP. It came down to 0.66 per cent and 0.64
per cent during 2019-20 and 2020-21,
respectively, according to the latest available data
from the Department of Science and Technology.
The 2013 policy was unequivocal about the need
to increase GERD and enhance public investment
in scientific research, but the 2020 STI draft is
vague on this count. It talks of developing a
‘financial landscape of the STI ecosystem’ in
which departments and ministries of the central,
state, and local governments as well as
government and private companies will set up an
STI unit with ‘a minimum earmarked budget to
pursue STI activities.” On the face of it, it is an
outdated idea. It was first proposed in the 1980s.

The technology development roadmap suggested in
the draft is equally adrift. The policy draft seeks to
promote technology self-reliance and
indigenisation to achieve the larger goal of
Atmanirbhar Bharat. For this, a two-way
approach has been prescribed indigenous
development of technology as well as technology
indigenisation. At the same time, it says,
“international engagements will be facilitated to
gain essential know-how towards creation and
development of indigenous technologies.”

Another grand idea of the Modi government was
the National Research Foundation (NRF) as a
supra-research funding agency. It was first
announced by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her Budget speech in 2019. The
NREF is still to see the light of day even after

Focus on agriculture as the fulcrum of economic growth

The need of the hour is to promote precision farming, which can give us more from less.

THE new government is expected to spell out a fresh
policy to boost economic growth and improve
consumption as well as investment. In the past decade,
absolute power enabled the BJP-led government to
formulate and push policies of its choosing swiftly
without any concern over political opposition. Now, it is
a different ballgame. The emphasis will be more on
compromise and accommodation.

The chances are that economic growth will slow down a
bit. Hence, the challenge will be to devise innovative
ways to arrest the slide. It is hoped that technology will
help turn the tide.The government should focus
particularly on agriculture. Modi 3.0 has made a good
start on this front by releasing the PM Kisan Nidhi
instalment of Rs 20,000 crore to transfer Rs 6,000 each
per year into the bank accounts of over nine crore
farmers.But there has to be a follow-up after the sop.
There has to be a new technology policy to take
agriculture forward. The government can take a cue from
the success story which Madhya Pradesh crafted to
transform agriculture. Perhaps fittingly, former CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who did a good job in his home
state, will hopefully do it at the Centre too as the new
Union Agriculture and Rural Development Minister.

During the 10-year period till 2022-23, agriculture grew in
MP by 6.1 per cent on an average annually compared to
the national average of 3.9 per cent. One way in which
this was done was not by putting under the plough virgin
land but by more cropping. By cropping on the same
land, the net sown area went up multiple times.

Other than effectively having more land, Madhya Pradesh
was able to get more water. It did not build new canals but
instead had concrete lining done for existing ones,
besides desilting, cleaning and fixing breaches. Thus, the
state was able to get a lot of canal areas without having to
dig in entirely new ones.There should not necessarily be
any effort by the Centre to get the states to go in for all
this. There may be discord between states over
groundwater drawn by irrigation tubewells that run on
subsidised power. The Centre needs to persuade the
states to move away from this process so that the sharp
drop in groundwater levels can be curbed.

The government also needs to spur agriculture by bringing
in new technology. The use of fertilisers, which helped
usher in the Green Revolution, is becoming passe. New
technology is needed to protect crops from pests,
pathogens and weeds.Mechanisation and agronomic
intervention can be promoted. Tractors have practically
replaced bullocks. Now, there are new ploughs that can
do deep tillage, mix pulverised soil and break hardpan
layers.There is also new technology for irrigation -- drip
irrigation and laser land levellers which place seeds and
fertilisers. What can be done can be visualised from the

fact there are pomegranates being grown in Rajasthan on
arid land through drip irrigation and water-soluble liquid
fertilisers. When it comes to the new technologies for
which the Centre is seeking support from the states, there
is an overriding concern. The country needs to preserve
land, water and air so that its citizens, who now number
the largest in the world, are able to grow enough to
preserve themselves. They also need to be able to cope
with heat and pollution.The new policies which have to
be evolved must make the Centre and the states put their
heads together so that biodiversity is preserved. The
ever-growing number of people must be able to survive
and thrive in a sustainable manner.

But the good news from academics is that if farmers follow
the right practices, yields can return to normal levels after
some time. What is needed are policy decisions with
better and more scientific evidence instead of going back
to nature as Sri Lanka attempted to do by trying to do
away with fertilisers and Sikkim ventured to do as well.

The need of the hour is to promote precision farming,
which can give us more from less. Geographical
information system, artificial intelligence and machine
learning, which can use enormous data to bring about

Two good for Naidu

Andhra CM a key stakeholder in Modi govt

precision in farming, the use of sensors, drones, LEOs
(low earth orbits), space technologies and cloud
computing are all bursting out to provide the basis for a
revolutionary epoch. Drips, hydroponics and aeroponics
are available to get much more with very little
exploitation of the planet’s natural resources.

But what stands in the way of this is the political economy.
Huge amounts of subsidy have been handed out by way
of free power, free water and urea with 80-90 per cent
subsidy. The subsidies may have been good in the 1960s
and 1970s to meet the country’s food deficit, but this has
been continuing. Farmers in the northwestern region are
continuing to grow the same paddy, wheat and sugarcane
with state subsidy.The initiative by the government to
enact new farming laws was negated by a long,
revolutionary agitation. There is now an absolute need to
ensure limited use of natural resources. The irrational
exploitation of nature’s wealth must be severely
curtailed, if not stopped eventually. This is what the new
government must try to do. To be able to do this, the
Centre will need to have a dialogue and reach an
agreement with the states. These are the new dynamics
which the election outcome has handed down.

IT’s a ‘best of both worlds’ situation for
Chandrababu Naidu. The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) supremo has not only become the Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh for the fourth time,
he has also emerged as a key stakeholder in the
BJP-led government at the Centre. On
Wednesday, he took oath as CM in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other
senior BJP leaders. The alliance comprising the
TDP, the BJP and the Janasena Party recorded a
landslide victory in the simultaneous Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections in the southern
state recently, winning 21 of the 25 Lok Sabha
seats and 164 of the 175 Assembly seats.
Notably, the TDP alone has the majority in the
Andhra House with 135 MLAs.

Naidu’s enviable status in the scheme of things
has led to speculation that he might press Modi
to walk the talk on granting special category
status (SCS) to AP. The Congress has already

fulfil the promise made in this regard in Tirupati in
March 2014. The basis of Andhra’s demand for SCS
is the loss of revenue attributed to the state’s
bifurcation, which led to the formation of
Telangana under the AP Reorganisation Act in
February 2014. Another NDA-ruled state, Bihar, is
also demanding this status, with CM Nitish
Kumar’s cabinet having passed a resolution in
November 2023. The stability of the Modi 3.0
government will hinge a lot on how far Naidu and
Nitish will go for the sake of their respective states.
In contrast, things are pretty simple and
straightforward for the BJP in Odisha, where tribal
leader Mohan Charan Majhi has taken oath as the
party’s first CM in that state. The saffron party
ended the Naveen Patnaik-led Biju Janata Dal’s
long reign with an impressive win in the recent
Assembly elections. The challenge for Majhi would
be to sustain the momentum of development that
Odisha witnessed when Naveen was at the helm.

Parliament passed a Bill for its formation in 2023.
The idea of a funding agency along the lines of
America’s National Science Foundation was first
proposed by the Scientific Advisory Committee
to the Prime Minister, headed by Prof CNR Rao,
in 2005. As a result, the Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB) was established in 2008
to streamline funding for scientific research. The
NRF Act 0f 2023 repealed the SERB Act of 2008
and dissolved SERB.There has been no credible
justification from the government for replacing
SERB with a new body. The only intention seems
to be to create a centralised body to fund and also
regulate research. NRF’s Governing Board will
be presided over by the Prime Minister and two
ministers (Science and technology and education)
will be the Vice-Presidents. Even with SERB,
researchers complained of bureaucratic delays,
one can imagine the fate of such a heavily
political governing structure for the NRF. In a
large and diverse country like India, do we need a
centralised funding mechanism based in New
Delhi or multiple channels of funding in different
sectors?

upped the ante against the PM, saying that he has failed to

NEET 2024 Row:

The result of NEET 2004
with the scam of irregularities
gives a wake-up call to look
what happens around: how
the system works, how vest-
ed interests try to fish out of
troubled water, and how stu-
dents become victim. The al-
leged irregularities in exami-
nations are not new; they are
recurring phenomena every
year, irrespective of which
party forms the government.
In fact, it has its roots in the
past.

NEET 2024T is alleged to
have irregularities due to
paper leakage, involvement
of mafia, contentious grace
mark, improper conduct of
test in some centres, increase
in cut-off marks, and several
toppers from a centre. The
last two allegations are trivial,
but their solution can have
placating effect on the protes.
NTA (National Testing Agen-
cy) with the help of the SC has
addressed the grace mark al-
legation by conducting re-test

of 1563 students whom grace
marks were awarded. The
Education Minister affirms of
non-receipt of any allegation
of question leakage. However,
there is no proper reply to
other allegations so far which
create suspicion in public and
among students. The court
has also remarked about the
loss of sanctity in the conduct
of the test.

Petitions have been filed
seeking cancellation of the
result, conduct of re-test, and
CBI enquiry against the irreg-
ularities. Petitioners are a few
students, but concernedly,
there are teachers of coaching
centres. The allegations are
supported by other students,
probably who could not score
as expected, their parents,
some media houses, a section
of public, and vociferously
opposition political parties.
The SC has fixed the date of
hearing on 8 July 2024. How-
ever, it did not cancel the re-
sult and counselling.

This has created uncertainty
and tension among the stu-
dents who, by dint of hard
work have scored desired
marks. The concern is about
the re-test for all in case the
court orders so. They are
afraid of it as a distress-test.
They were fresh at the time of

test conducted on 5 May 2004
and there is a gap thereafter
and a sense of satisfaction af-
ter the result. Normally, the af-
termath of hard labour makes
one complacent, relaxed and
lethargic. 'The confusion
and uncertainty provide an
added negative stimulation.
Further, short period for the
preparation of question pa-
pers, finding impartial paper
setters and moderators may
be a challenge. It is an open
secret that many teachers are
directly or indirectly associ-
ated with coaching centres.
Some of them are authors of
study materials. The difficulty
level of questions may not be
objectively assessed within a
short time. Those who could
not score or scored unscru-
pulously have nothing to lose.
They will put blame on every-
thing if fail to perform better
in re-test. But students with
good score by dint of hard
labour are shaky and psy-
chologically depressed due to
above factors.

The apparent allegations are
as serious as other issues that
need scrutiny. Will conduct
of re-test ensure justice to
students who performed by
dint of hard labour? Will it
take care of their conditions
of complacence, uncertainty

and apprehension of different
types of irregularities?
Undoubtedly, as it is learnt
through media, some can-
didates have genuine griev-
ances. Could not these griev-
ances be resolved on their
individual merit? A simple
simile can justify the logic.
When a boil occurs on any
limb of the body, the whole
body is not dissected. Pru-
dency demands treatment
of the boil first, and then the
body to prevent reoccurrence
of boils further. The SC has
been judicious enough so
far by upholding the result,
counselling, and address-
ing the grace mark allega-
tion. Evidently, the allega-
tions, like the boil have their
own area of solution. The cul-
prits have to be punished, the
grievances of particular na-
ture and at particular centres
have to be resolved, and the
honest labour of students re-
warded. A culprit may escape
law but an innocent must not
be punished.

As has been mentioned, the
test/exam related scams are
not new. But why is so much
hue and cry now? Where
were the media, politicians
and other well-wishers of
the students? Why did not
they try to put the things in

A Wake-up Call

order before? Are they real
student friends or in search of
opportunity to gain from it?
The Education Minister has
assured students of account-
ability and transparency. It
is a welcome step indeed. But
should one a wake-up to af-
termath of the crisis when its
nature is recurring? It learnt
that  counselling  centres
are petitioners and behind
fueling the fire of student dis-
content. Has anybody veri-
fied how many students from
these centres qualified? What
are their track records? What
is the fee structure? What is
their real motive of petition-
ing and inciting?

The real problem, with the
involvement of media, politi-
cians is presented in distorted
form. They just incite the stu-
dents, with false ideas, taking
advantage of their emotional
crisis. There are slightly more
than one lakh medical seats
in the country. Not all of the
24 lakhs applicants will get
it. How come the life of 24
lakh students is destroyed?
The fact of the matter is that
some of the deserving candi-
dates are deprived of the seats
due to irregularities, scam,
etc. Is not this type of saying
a means to mobilise students
for mass protest? Does not

something smell foul? How
come the life of future 24 lakh
doctors is ruined? Will 24
lakh aspiring candidates get
seats? Even those found eli-
gible are not admitted to the
course yet! By inciting their
sentiment in this way it seems
to be a design to mobilise the
students for mass protest and
create instability. When the
matter is in the court, then
why the protest? Students
should be cautious of such
forces.

It is reported in media that
the examination mafia are
paid 10-32 lakh rupees. In
addition there are coaching
fees, and expenditure during
the course. In private medical
colleges annual expenditure
sometimes go beyond one
crore rupees. A huge invest-
ment is involved of course.
Then such doctors, who
invested will not see their
profession as ‘social service
as is in public perception.
Private hospitals do not pay
them lucratively except to
a few. Doctors investing so
much money and not earn-
ing upto expectations involve
in organ sale or other types
of unlawful activities. Why
such issues have not incited
mass protests?

The issue of NEET 2024 is a

tip of the iceberg. It has sev-
eral crucial ramifications de-
manding critical present and
future attention. Broadly, it
involves two issues: student
concerns and a neat image
of the NEET. It should be the
responsibility of the NTA to
come out clean by institut-
ing investigations into alle-
gations. Proofs of irregulari-
ties in Bihar and Gujarat are
pouring in. The system of
examination involves a net-
work of participation: NTA,
Printing Press, packaging
team, Courier and Examina-
tion Centres. There is every
possibility of leakage at any
point by anybody, given the
examination mafia’s involve-
ment and individual greed
for money. Let the culprits be
punished. It is easy, because
centres with irregularities
have been identified. The law
authority can easily identify
culprits at the examination
centres: students, parents,
and mafia involved. These
students should be rusticated
from appearing NEET; par-
ents should be booked un-
der criminal law, and other
students of the centre should
not be troubled. If questions
are distributed late it is a
commonsense to extend the
time of collection of answer

papers. The teachers and ex-
amination superintendent of
centres that did not do this
should be punished and cen-
tres should be blacklisted.

In our country, there is a high
demand for trained doctors.
Realising this, the govern-
ment is increasing the num-
ber of medical colleges. But
colleges cannot be established
at a short notice to address
present crisis. So, increase
in in-take capacity of exist-
ing colleges is proposed. The
government may bring an or-
dinance to increase medical
seats for one year in exiting
colleges as a crisis-manage-
ment measure. An increase in
five seats in each of 783 col-
leges will give admission to an
additional 3915 candidates.
This will take care of the al-
legation of cut-off marks,
demand for re-test, and will
not disturb the academic ses-
sion. For accountability and
transparency, for the present
and future, the government
should take strong action
against the culprits and mafia.

(Written by Maguni Charan
Behera, a Retired Professor of
Tribal Studies. Views are his
own)

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Mark Wood hopes Mitchell

Marsh's team will play the
'Australian way' vs Scotland

New Delhi. England fast bowler Mark Wood
has hoped that Mitchell Marsh’s Australia
will play the ‘Australian way’ in their final
group-stage match in the T20 World Cup
2024 against Scotland. Wood’s comments
come ahead of his team’s match against
Namibia in the tournament. Speaking at the
pre-match press conference, Wood hoped
that Australia would beat Scotland, which
would help England’s chances of qualifying
for the Super 8 stage.The T20 World Cup
2024 saw a mini-controversy earlier this
week, when Josh Hazlewood said that
Australia losing to Scotland would help the
team in the latter stages of the tournament, as
the by-product of the loss will result in
England getting knocked out of the
tournament. England’s chances dangle by
the thread at the moment, as they not only
have to beat Namibia in their final game but
also have to depend on Australia not
intentionally going soft against
Scotland.Asked about Hazlewood’s

comments, Wood said that it was just some
classic England vs Australia banter and
hoped that Mitchell Marsh's side would play
the game with all honesty.“I think that's part
of being England and Australia, isn't it? I
think actually I saw it more as a respect
thing, if I'm honest, that he was saying that
England have done well against Australia in
the recent past and thinks we're a big threat
and a big team so [ have no problem with it,”
Wood said at the pre-match press
conference.“I'm absolutely confident they'll
play the game the hardest, that's the
Australian way, that they'll play hard but fair
and try and get the win,” he further added.

WHAT HAPPENS IF AUSTRALIA LOSE
WILLINGLY

Australia are going to be the king-maker in
Group B as they play Scotland in their final
group-stage game. In case Australia lose to
Scotland, the latter will qualify with 7 points
to their name (highest in Group B), and in
case Australia win, Scotland will tie with
England on points - 5. England have the
superior NRR at the moment and would
qualify for the Super 8 stages.Australia fast-
bowler Josh Hazlewood was asked about the
NRR calculations after the team's win
against Namibia. Hazlewood cheekily
mentioned that Australia would love for
England to get knocked out from the T20
World Cup, as it would serve the team's best
interests.

Aiden Markram wants
South Africa to learn
after narrow win vs

Nepal: Not near our best Newpeni Gemany boss

Aiden Markram said that South Africa were
far from their best when they faced Nepal in
a thrilling Group D encounter in the T20
World Cup. On Saturday, the Proteas beat
Rohit Paudel’s team by 1 run at the Arnos
Vale Ground in Kingstown, St Vincent.
After being asked to bat first, South Africa
scored 115 for the loss of 7 wickets on the
back of Reeza Hendricks’ 43-run knock in
challenging conditions.

Nepal were in the hunt for the most part of the
run-chase before falling short. Tabraiz
Shamsi finished with figures of 4-0-19-4
and helped his team snatch victory from the
jaws of defeat. After the game, Markram
said that his team will be looking to get
better after somehow getting over the finish
line against Nepal.South Africa vs Nepal,

T20 World Cup Highlights

“Very grateful to have got the win, we were
not near our best tonight. Reflecting back
on the game over the next few days, there
will be a lot of learnings for us. We have a
good pace attack and you want to back that.
I thought if we got the ball in the right areas,
it would be challenging for the batters. In
hindsight, we should have picked another
spinner,” Markram said in the post-match
presentation ceremony.Markram also had
words of praise for Nepal, who fell short of
securing their maiden win over a Test-
playing nation in the history of the T20
World Cup.

“First and foremost, the way [Nepal] bowled
it made it really tough for us. They put us
under a lot of pressure. And maybe there
was not enough conviction in our plans,”
Markram added. With the win, South Africa
finished on top of the table in their group
with 8 points and a net run rate of +0.470
thanks to wins in all 4 of their matches.
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120 World Cup: Tabraiz Shamsi stars as
South Africa edge past resilient Nepal

120 World Cup 2024: Aiden
Markram’s South Africa
survived a huge scare after
heating Nepal by 1 run in St
Vincent to finish with wins in
all matches in the group stage.
—_— —

New Delhi.  South Africa survived a huge
scare after beating Nepal by 1 run in a T20
World Cup 2024 Group D match. On
Saturday, June 15 at the Arnos Vale Ground
in Kingstown, St Vincent, the Proteas
snatched victory from the jaws of defeat
after a roller-coaster ride. With their fourth
win in the group stage, Aiden Markram and
Co. finished on top of the table.

Nepal, in the meantime, would not be able to
make their way through to the Super 8
despite their whole-hearted efforts. It also
means that Najmul Hossain Shanto’s
Bangladesh and Scott Edwards’ Netherlands
will be competing for the other spot from
their group. Sri Lanka were earlier knocked

out after Shanto’s Tigers beat the Dutch.

South Africa vs Nepal, T20 World Cup

Highlights

After being put in to bat first, the Proteas

huffed and puffed their way to scoring 115
against Nepal. Barring Reeza Hendricks,

most of the South African batters struggled
to get going. Hendricks scored 43 runs off 49

balls with 5 fours and a six before Dipendra
Singh Airee accounted for his wicket. Airee
made life tough for the opposition batters
with figures 0f4-0-21-3.

It was Tristan Stubbs’ unbeaten 27 off 18 that
helped South Africa post 115 for 7 on the
board. Kushal Bhurtel also had a dream day
after he had figures of 4-0-19-4. Sandeep

One hell of an opportunity: Michael Leask as Scotland eye Super 8 spot

New Delhi. Scotland batter Michael Leask
looked confident ahead of their must-win
encounter against Australia as he
described it as a "one hell of an
opportunity." Scotland would look to
script history as they stand a chase to
qualify for the Super 8 stage of the T20
World Cup 2024. Australia, who have
already advanced to the next stage, will
face Scotland at the Darren Sammy
National Cricket Stadium, St Lucia on
June 16, Sunday. If Scotland manage to
beat Australia, they will make it to Super 8.
Their win would also mean that the
defending champions England will also be
knocked out of the tournament.

The Group B will witness England up
against the already eliminated Namibia on
June 15. A win for England will keep them
afloat in the tournament. However, after
England's emphatic win against Oman,
they boosted their net-run-rate to +3.081,
which is superior to Scotland's +2.164. If
England win, they will equal Scotland's
points tally of 5. If Scotland lose, England
will make it to the next stage, owing to a
better net-run-rate.Leask realised the

importance of the crunch game against
Australia and was eager to take on one of
the best teams of the tournament.

"It's a must-win game, always has been. I

think we knew coming into this game it
would be. We expect England to play well
in the group, and that's exactly what
they've done. Look, England had two
tough games to play and they've played the
first one very well. We always knew this

was going to be a must-win game for us
and look, it's a hell of an opportunity for us
to go and play really good cricket and take
on one of the best in the world," Leask said

Scotland have been brilliant in the
tournament so far. After their washout
game against England, they went onto
defeat Oman as well as Namibia.

It would be a tough way"

Leask felt that it would be a huge moment if
Scotland make it to the Super 8 stage. He
exuded confidence and said that Scotland
would bring their best game against the
2021 T20 World Cup champions.

"I think it'd be an incredibly proud moment
for Scottish cricket if we did progress to
the Super 8s. And look, let's not beat
around the bush. It would be the tough
way. We know we're going to have to beat
Australia. So, I think that would make it
extra special for us, knowing that we've
played an incredibly good game of cricket,
taking on the best in the world, beat the
best in the world to progress. And I think
come, we're going to have to bring our A
game and take them on," Leask added.

Germuny boss Jullun Nagelsmann happy
with 'first step, wary of Hungury threaf

Julian Nagelsmann said
he was happy to see his
side take the first step
after their thumping win
over Scotland in Euros
2024 on June 14, but was
also wary of the threat
possessed by Hungary in
their next game in the
group stage. Germany
got off to the best
possible start as they
hammered Scotland 5- &
1.Speaking after the win,
Nagelsmann said he was
hoping that his side can
build on the win and was
very happy with the performance. The
German boss said his side made no mistakes
in the first 20 minutes and they were
dominant and very aggressive.Even though
today was only the first step, it was a very
good one. We can build on this and we're
very happy," he said after Germany's
triumphant start to the campaign in
Munich.Even though today was only the
first step, it was a very good one. We can
build on this and we're very happy," he said

after Germany's triumphant start to the
campaign in Munich.It's great that we
scored several goals, it gives everyone a
good feeling," he said. "In the first 20
minutes we were extremely good, we were
very dominant and very aggressive, we
made no mistakes."Hungary is an
unpleasant opponent

Germany will next play Hungary on 19 June in
their next game and Nagelsmann hailed
them as an 'unpleasant opponent.'

"Hungary is an unpleasant
opponent, difficult to
prepare for, they sometimes
have a wild build-up and are
difficult to tackle. A very
unpleasant team," said
Nagelsmann.

Nagelsmann also praised
Jamal Musiala for his
performance on the day. The
youngster had a big impact
on the game, as he scored a
goal as well. The German
boss said that you don't need
to tell Musiala what to do as
he just goes out and does
it.When you see Jamal, you
don't tell him what to do, he

can just do it. He played an exceptionally

good game today. He had an enormous
influence," said Nagelsmann.

Nagelsmann also said that his side cannot

afford to slow down now after the win and
should look for another 3 points to ensure
they get out of the group."l am far from
being a warning voice. It makes little sense
to slow down too much now," said
Nagelsmann.

Lamichhane, who played his first game in
the ongoing tournament, could not make
a breakthrough, but bowled at an
economy rate of4.50.

T20 World Cup Coverage | Points Table |
T20 World Cup 2024 Schedule | Player
Stats

Shamsi saves the day for South Africa

Bhurtel and Aasif Sheikh laid the platform
for Nepal in their run-chase with a
partnership of 35 runs. Aasif was
stupendous after he scored 42 runs off 49
balls with the help of 4 fours and 1 six.
Rohit Paudel got out cheaply, but Aasif
and Anil Sah put on 50 runs for the third
wicket to put Nepal in a position of
command.With Nepal needing 30 runs
off 38 balls, they looked in cruise control.
But then, Tabraiz Shamsi stepped up for
the Proteas big time and got four crucial
wickets o finish with figures of 4-0-19-4.
Nepal dragged the game to the last over

where they were left with 8 runs to get.

Gulshan Jha smacked Ottneil Baartman for a

four, but the boundary was not enough for
Nepal. Jha failed to complete a single in the
last ball and was run out at the non-striker’s
end as South Africa won by the barest of
margins.

Wasim Akram takes dig at Pakistan

after T20 World Cup exit: EK 601

to Duba, then home

New Delhi. Former Pakistan cricketer Wasim

Akram took a dig at the Pakistan team as he
revealed their plans after the T20 World Cup
2024 exit. The Pakistan team has been
eliminated from the tournament in the
Group stage itself. The inclement weather at
Lauderhill in Florida meant that points were
split between Ireland and the USA. Hence,
the USA team has created history as they
have qualified for the Super 8 stage of the
tournament in their very first T20 World
Cup appearance.Akram congratulated the
USA team for making it to the next stage of
the marquee tournament as they have also
sealed their berth for the T20 World Cup
2026 as well. He also took a dig at the
Pakistan team and went onto say that
Pakistan's next plan should board the flight
back home. Pakistan's torrid tournament
was marked by a hasty exit, all thanks to the
gloomy skies of Florida.

"Yeah, absolutely. And congratulations to

Team USA. They've done amazingly well
when you talk about globalisation of the
game. This is it USA qualifying for Super
Eights. They deserve to be there. They had
beaten Pakistan in the round match. So they
are there. And for Pakistan was the plan EK
601 to Dubai and then to the respective
cities. And then we see what happens from
there onwards," Akram said in a video
posted by the ICC on their social media
handle.

Pakistan's poor performance in T20 World

Cup

Pakistan's only win so far in the tournament

has been against Canada. They will also
face Ireland in the Group A match on June
16, Sunday at Lauderhill in Florida.
However, the flashflood warnings and the
rainy weather conditions might not let the
game happen. The former Pakistan players
have come down heavily on captain Babar
Azam, for his own form as well as the team's
overall performance. This is the earliest
Pakistan have ever been knocked out of a
T20 World Cup, having played just 3 games
before their fate was sealed.

Will Australia make major changes for Scotland
clash Vice-captain Matthew Wade reacts

Matthew Wade has hinted that
Australia could make a few
changes to their lineup for the
game against Scotland on June 16.
Wade feels they could give the
chance to players who could be
important in the remainder of the

campaign.

Australia vice-captain Matthew Wade has said
that they could make a few changes to their
lineup for the clash against Scotland on June
16, Sunday. The Aussies have already
booked their spot in the Super 8s, but the
match still has a lot of importance in the
context of Group B. Both Scotland and
England are chasing the final spot in the

group to the Super 8s.A lot of
discussion has been about
Australia's team lineup for the
game, with Josh Hazlewood
having hinted earlier they could try
to help Scotland and knockout
England. Wade, while talking at
the press conference, said that
there could be a few changes, with
players like Cameron Green and
Ashton Agar potentially getting a
chance before the Super 8s stage.
"Potentially. No, I'm not sure on the
11 whether or not some guys will
have arest. We haven't been in this
position before, so I'm sure it'll be
spoken about to maybe get some
games into the guys that potentially might
play down the road Green and Agar those
guys may play a role as the tournament goes
on so yeah, I'm sure to be spoken about
whether or not the guys pull the trigger and

go for it, I'm not sure, but we'll wait and see
tomorrow I suppose," said Wade.T20 World
Cup Coverage | Points Table | T20 World
Cup 2024 Schedule | Player Stats
Australia playing the way we want to play
Wade said that the team is enjoying their run so

N I

far and claimed that they're focussed
on the process. The Aussie vice-
captain said it has been pleasing to
see the team playing the way they
want."Yeah, we're having a good
time. We're like, this environment
now is, we're not a result driven
team, we're more about the process
and going away, going about it the
way that we want to play in big
tournaments and that's what we're
doing, that's the pleasing thing.
Yeah, the results are great and it's
good to have a few wins, but more
pleasing that we're going out, we're
executing, we're playing the way
that we want to play. Whether or not,
you know, we'll be on the other side of it at
some stage, I'm sure. And it's more about
reflecting on what we're doing and how
we're going about it rather than the Xs and
O’s, I suppose," said Wade.

m e @



Off Track

TheResearchers’

3

RANCHI | 16 June 2024

, W

I Bigg Boss OTT 37 Kundali Bhagya
Star CONFIRMED For Anil Kapoor's Show

elevision actress Anjum Fakih has confirmed her participation in the
upcoming season of Bigg Boss OTT. Newsl8 Showsha has
exclusively learnt that the actress, who is known for her role in
Kundali Bhagya, is all set to participate in Anil Kapoor’s show. A source
close to the actress told us that she has signed the project and will be
entering the Bigg Boss OTT 3 house on June 21.However, neither
Anjum nor the Bigg Boss OTT 3 team, have issued any official
statement confirming her participation as of now.
Anujm Fakih is known for playing the role of Srishti Arora Luthra in
Kundali Bhagya, which also starred Shraddha Arya in the lead.
However, she left the popular show in 2023 when she decided to
participate in Khatron Ke Khiladi 13.Talking about her
participation in the stunt-based reality show, the 33-year-old
actress previously told us that Rohit Shetty’s show helped her
become a stronger person.

“When I used to watch Khatron Ke Khiladi in India, I used to feel
all pumped up. But after |
performed my first stunt,

£i my confidence hit rock
- ) bottom. I was like, ‘How
will I do it?” I know that [
am also weak. I may be
six feet tall but I am very
sensitive. But here, I have
performed so many stunts
already. I think I have
performed the maximum
number of stunts. I have
become stronger now. |
will walk forward with a
‘Khiladi wala attitude’
now. The battle scars
from the stunts will be in
my memories. It shows
that if I can do this, I can
do anything in life,” she
said.
Meanwhile, Bigg Boss OTT 3 will premiere on June 21, 2024.
* This year, the show will be hosted by Anil Kapoor. Among
others, Mika Singh, Tanushree Dutta, Mithun Chakraborty’s
~ son Ushmey Chakraborty, Hema Malini’s daughter Ahana
Deol and Sanjay Dutt’s daughter Trishala Dutt have also been
reportedly approached for Bigg Boss OTT 3. Reportedly,
Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah fame Bhavya Gandhi is
also in talks with the makers. It is also being said that the Imlie
actor Sai Ketan Rao has been finalised for the upcoming
season of Bigg Boss OTT.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu S

Gearing Up For Her Malayalam (% m ¢
Debut? What We Know -- *

S amantha Ruth Prabhu has proved her mettle in the Telugu and Tamil film industries. Counted among the

top actresses in the South Indian film industry, Samantha will reportedly soon widen her horizon as an

artist as she plans to enter Malayalam cinema soon. Tamil director Gautham Vasudev Menon is
reportedly making a Malayalam film with Mammootty. According to reports, Gautham Menon has
decided to cast Samantha as the female lead in the film. Samantha and Gautham Menon had earlier
collaborated in the huge blockbuster Ye Maaya Chesave, where the actress worked with her ex-husband

Naga Chaitanya for the first time.It is also interesting to note that Samantha shared screen space with

Mammootty earlier this year for an ad

campaign for a company offering financial

services. It is also reported that Nayanthara
was initially roped in for the yet untitled

Malayalam film with Mammootty but she

left for unknown reasons and was replaced

by Samantha. Samantha is said to begin the
shoot on June 15 in Chennai, while

Mammootty will be joining the sets on June

20. The movie will reportedly be an action

thriller.

One of Samantha’s peers in the Telugu film
industry, Anushka Shetty is also foraying
into Malayalam cinema with Kathanar:
The Wild Sorcerer, a fantasy thriller
film. Krithi Shetty is also doing a
Malayalam film Ajayante Randam
Moshanam.Samantha most recently

appeared in Kushi opposite Vijay Deverakonda which was a moderate success at the box office.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu will next appear in the Indian adaptation of Citadel alongside Varun

Dhawan. Directed by Raj and DK, Citadel: Honey Bunny features a captivating narrative that

combines the intense elements of a spy action thriller with the heartwarming charm of a love

story, set against the vibrant backdrop of the 90s. Additionally, Samantha will star in Bangaram,
where she plays a strong character. The first glimpse of this film has made a significant .’a
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Mahesh Babu Names The Film
He Has Watched A 100 Times

ahesh Babu is a very influential name

in the film industry. He is someone

who has starred in some of the biggest,
record-breaking films in the Telugu film
industry. But there is one film the actor is a huge
fan of, which he has watched almost 100 times.

The Guntur Kaaram actor was recently involved
in a promotional event for Sudheer Babu’s
upcoming release titled Harom Hara. During
the event, the younger actor asked him which
actor had mastered the art of handling guns. To
this, Mahesh Babu took the superstar and his
father Krishna’s name and revealed that he has
watched the 1971 film Mosagallaku Mosagadu
100 times. He said, “It is undoubtedly Superstar
Krishna Garu. I would have watched
Mosagallaki Mosagadu for more than 100
times.” He further stated, “It is my favourite
among my dad’s films. There is no other actor
inmy mind.

Released in 1971, Mosagallaku Mosagadu was
made under the direction of KSR Das while
Aarudra was the writer. The film starred names
like Krishna, Vijaya Nirmala, Nagabhushanam,
Gummadi, Kaikala Satyanarayana, M
Prabhakar Reddy, Dhulipala and Jyothi
Lakshmi.G Adiseshagiri Rao produced the film
under the banner of Padmalaya Studios while P
Adinarayana Rao composed the music. The
film was the first Telugu language cowboy
release. It was heavily inspired by Western
classics like For a Few Dollars More and The
Good the Bad and the Ugly. It reportedly
collected Rs 50 lakh at the box office on a
budget of Rs 8 lakh. The film was also released
in English dub with the title Treasure Hunt
while a Tamil version was released as
Mosakkaaranukku Mosakkaaran and the Hindi
version was called Gunfighter Johnny.At the
moment, Mahesh Babu is preparing for his
upcoming project with SS Rajamouli,
tentatively being called SSMB29. The film is
currently under pre-production and is expected
to start filming this year. It is reportedly an
adventure-drama which is being written by
Vijayendra Prasad while the producer is K L
Narayana of Durga Arts.

Triptii Dimri Looks Stunning As
She Shares Glimpse Of Her
Vacan In Italy, Faseac_t
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riptii Dimri enjoys a huge fan following.
She is currently enjoying a vacation in
Italy and shared a glimpse of her social
handle. She is looking stunning in the video
and fans have also reacted to it. The actress will
be soon seen sharing screen space with Kartik
Aaryan in Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3.Taking to her
Instagram handle, Triptii shared a video in
which we can see roaming around the city and
enjoying the view. Many fans called her
national crush. Recently, she grabbed
headlines after she was seen in Ranbir Kapoor
starrer Animal. The actress is fondly called
National Crush. Recently, she also announced
her next with Vicky Kaushal and Ammy Virk.
Well, amid this Triptii was spotted with her
rumoured boyfriend, Sam Merchant in the city.
The lovebirds stepped out amid heavy rains,
with their friends. They were spotted sharing
giggles and laughter inside a car. A video
shared by Filmygyan has gone viral on social
media.

Earlier this month, Triptii Dimri was spotted

holidaying with her rumoured boyfriend Sam
Merchant at an undisclosed location. Triptii,
whose intimate scenes in Ranbir Kapoor
starrer Animal became the talk of the town and
skyrocketed her popularity on Instagram from
888k followers to 5.1 million followers in just
a few months, has been dating Sam for a while,
according to multiple unconfirmed media
reports.he actress took to her Instagram story
and reposted Sam’s story featuring a beautiful
view of sunset. In her second story, Triptii also
added a blue heart emoji over the photo of the
sunset.The rumours about Triptii and Sam
dating began when the latter shared a selfie
with the actress from a wedding they were
attending. While fans still believe that they
could be dating, a source had told Zoom TV in
December that Triptii was single. “Triptii-Sam
rumour is plain hogwash. Triptii is very much
single,” the insider claimed.On the work front,
Triptii is all set to work with Vicky Kaushal
and Ammy Virk on Karan Johar’s production,
Bad Newz. The film will hit the theatres in
July. Apart from Bad Newz, she will be seen in
Kartik Aaryan’s Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3. The film is
slated for Diwali release. -
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