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Agnipath, other questionable schemes

37 Dead After Drinking Toxic Liquor

In Tamil Nadu
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Lovisiana mandates
displaying Ten
Commandments in public
school classrooms

Louisian . Louisiana has become the first state to require
that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every
public school classroom, the latest move from a GOP-
dominated Legislature pushing a conservative agenda
under a new governor.The legislation that Republican
Gov. Jeff Landry signed into law on Wednesday requires
a poster-sized display of the Ten Commandments in
“large, easily readable font” in all public classrooms,
from kindergarten to state-funded
universities.Opponents questioned the law’s
constitutionality and vowed to challenge it in court.
Proponents said the measure is not solely religious, but
that it has historical significance. In the language of the
law, the Ten Commandments are “foundational
documents of our state and national government.”The
posters, which will be paired with a four-paragraph
“context statement” describing how the Ten
Commandments “were a prominent part of American
public education for almost three centuries,” must be in
place in classrooms by the start of 2025.

Under the law, state funds will not be used to implement
the mandate. The posters would be paid for through
donations.The law also “authorises” but does not require
the display of other items in K-12 public schools,
including: The Mayflower Compact, which was signed
by religious pilgrims aboard the Mayflower in 1620 and
is often referred to as America’s “First Constitution"; the
Declaration of Independence; and the Northwest
Ordinance, which established a government in the
Northwest Territory — in the present day Midwest —
and created a pathway for admitting new states to the
Union.Not long after the governor signed the bill into
law at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School in Lafayette
on Wednesday, civil rights groups and organisations that
want to keep religion out of government promised to file
a lawsuit challenging it.The law prevents students from
getting an equal education and will keep children who
have different beliefs from feeling safe at school, the
American Civil Liberties Union, Americans United for
Separation of Church and State, and the Freedom from
Religion Foundation said in a joint statement
Wednesday afternoon

“Even among those who may believe in some version of
the Ten Commandments, the particular text that they
adhere to can differ by religious denomination or
tradition. The government should not be taking sides in
this theological debate,” the groups said.

68 Indians Among 645 Haijj
Pilgrims Who Died In Mecca,
Says Saudi Diplomat

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. A diplomat in Saudi Arabia said
on Wednesday that 68 Indian nationals died during the
hajj pilgrimage this year marked by searing heat,
bringing the overall tally to more than 600.

"We have confirmed around 68 dead... Some are because
of natural causes and we had many old-age pilgrims.
And some are due to the weather conditions, that's
what we assume," the diplomat, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, told AFP.

The new toll comes after two Arab diplomats told AFP
on Tuesday that 550 deaths had been recorded during
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Rishi Sunak's Conservative Party set for
heavy election defeat, polls forecast

Polling by YouGov showed Keir Starmer's
Labour was on track to win 425
parliamentary seats in Britain's 650-strong
House of Commons, the most in its history.
Savanta predicted 516 seats for Labour and
More in Common gave it 406.

Three opinion polls on
Wednesday predicted a record defeat for
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's
Conservatives at a July 4 election,
forecasting the Labour Party would
comfortably win a large majority after 14
years in opposition.

Polling by YouGov shoed Keir Starmer's

Labour was on track to win 425
parliamentary seats in Britain's 650-
strong House of Commons, the most in its
history. Savanta predicted 516 seats for
Labour and More in Common gave it
406.YouGov had the Conservatives on
108 and the Liberal Democrats on 67,
while Savanta predicted the
Conservatives would take 53
parliamentary seats and the Liberal

Sri Lanka must connect with India to
benefit from its industrial growth
President hopes to discuss follow-up
with Jaishankar on Thursday

In 2022, Sri Lanka declared bankruptcy,
its first sovereign default

Colombo.

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on Wednesday said
Sri Lanka needs to connect with
neighbouring India to reap the benefits
of its massive industrial
development.“Our neighbour India is
going through a phase of massive
industrial development. Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh are
experiencing it. We must also join in,”
said Mr. Wickremesinghe in his
address at the Industry 2024 event in
Colombo.The president said he was
hopeful of discussing with External
Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, who
is due to arrive in Colombo on

The three polls were so-called

Thursday, about the follow-up on his
interaction with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his visit to
India.Usage of solar and wind powers
and to obtain liquid hydrogen are areas

where we hope
collaboration with
Wickremesinghe,
minister,
projects in Sri Lanka have pioneered
these effortsSri Lanka in the second
quarter of 2022 had declared
bankruptcy announcing the island’s
first
default.Negotiations
International Monetary Fund for a
bailout began almost immediately and

Democrats 50. More in
Common forecast 155 and 49
seats respectivelyChris
Hopkins, Political Research
Director at Savanta, said its
projection put Labour on course
"for a historic majority".

multilevel regression and post-
stratification (MRP) surveys, an
approach that uses voters' age,
gender, education and other
variables to predict results in
every British voting district.
Pollsters used the method to
successfully predict the 2017 British
election result.They are largely in line
with previous surveys predicting a
Labour victory, but show the scale of the
Conservatives' defeat could be even
worse than previously thought.YouGov's
forecast of 108 seats for the
Conservatives was around 32 lower than
its previous poll two weeks earlier.

Both Savanta and YouGov predicted that

the party of Winston Churchill and
Margaret Thatcher could be left with the
lowest number of seats in its near 200-

to work in
India,"
also the finance

said, adding that Adani

ever sovereign

with the

year history contesting elections.
MISSTEPS

Sunak, who in a final throw of the dice last

week pledged to cut 17 billion pounds of
taxes for working people if re-elected, has
failed to turn the polls around so far in a
campaign littered with missteps.

His task has been made harder by the

surprise mid-campaign return to frontline
politics by prominent Brexit campaigner
Nigel Farage, a right-wing populist,
whose Reform UK party threatens to split
the right-of-centre vote.Britain has a first-
past-the-post electoral system, meaning

three

subject to

the government was

Lanka’s

the hajj, one of the five pillars of Islam that all Muslims
with the means must perform at least once.

North Korea is under heavy U.N. Security Council
economic sanctions over its nuclear weapons and
missile programs, while Russia is also grappling with
sanctions by the United States and its Western partners
overits aggression in Ukraine.

The total reported dead so far is 645, according to an AFP
tally.Riyadh, Saudi Arabia: A diplomat in Saudi Arabia
said on Wednesday that 68 Indian nationals died
during the hajj pilgrimage this year marked by searing
heat, bringing the overall tally to more than 600.

"We have confirmed around 68 dead... Some are because
of natural causes and we had many old-age pilgrims.
And some are due to the weather conditions, that's
what we assume," the diplomat, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, told AFP.The new toll coes
after two Arab diplomats told AFP on Tuesday that 550
deaths had been recorded during the hajj, one of the
five pillars of Islam that all Muslims with the means
must perform at least once.

Russia, North Korea Pact
Shows Mutual Support By
Authoritarian Powers: NATO

Washington. Russia's new defensive pact with North
Korea shows increasing alignment among
authoritarian powers and underscores the importance
of democracies presenting a united front, the head of
NATO said on Wednesday.Russian President Vladimir
Putin signed a deal with North Korea's Kim Jong Un
that included a mutual defense pledge, a move that
overhauls Moscow's policy towards
Pyongyang. NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
said North Korea had provided "an enormous amount
of ammunition" to Russia while both China and Iran
were supporting Moscow militarily in its war against
Ukraine."We need to be aware that authoritarian
powers are aligning more and more. They are
supporting each other in a way we haven't seen
before," he told a panel discussion during an official
visit to Ottawa." When they are more and more aligned
- authoritarian regimes like North Korea and China,
Iran, Russia - then it's even more important that we are
aligned as countries believing in freedom and
democracy," he said. The growing closeness between
Russia and other Asian nations means it is all the more
important that NATO works with allies in the Asia-
Pacific, he said, adding this was why leaders from
Australia, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea had
been invited to a NATO summit in Washington next
month.Stoltenberg also said he expected Canada to
meet the NATO target of spending 2% of gross
domestic product on defense.

Canada's Liberal government, which has poured billions
into social programs, only spends 1.37% of GDP on its
military. In April it issued a plan to reach 1.76% by
2030.
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Cairo Isracli tanks backed by warplanes
and drones advanced deeper into the
western part of the Gaza Strip city of
Rafah on Wednesday, killing eight
people, according to residents and
Palestinian medics.Residents said the
tanks moved into five neighbourhoods
after midnight. Heavy shelling and
gunfire hit the tents of displaced
families in the Al-Mawasi area, further
to the west of the coastal enclave, they
said.Some eight months into the war,

carrying goods through the Kerem
Shalom crossing in Salahuddin Road
northeast of Rafah, the sources added.
Israeli forces have laid waste to much of
Gaza and seized most of the Palestinian
territory but have yet to achieve Israel's
stated goal of wiping out Hamas and
freeing Israeli hostages.Medics and
Hamas media said eight Palestinians
were killed in Al-Mawasi and many
families fled north in panic. They did
not identify the fatalities, and the

"Another night of horror in Rafah. They
opened fire from planes, drones and
tanks on the western areas to cover for
their invasion," said one Rafah resident,
who asked not to be named.Bullets and
shells landed in the Mawasi area near
where people slept, killing and
wounding many," he told Reuters via a
chat app.An Israeli commander
briefing military correspondents in
Rafah on Tuesday named two more
locations there - Shaboura and Tel Al-

there has been no sign of let up in the
fighting as efforts by international
mediators, backed by the United States,
have failed to persuade Israel and
Hamas to agree to a ceasefire. Twelve
Palestinians were also killed in an
Israeli strike that hit a group of citizens
and merchants in the south of the Gaza
Strip, medical sources told Reuters on
Wednesday.The people were hit as they
waited for convoys of aid trucks

Putin praised the Southeast Asian
Communist country for its pragmatic
stance on Ukraine

Vietnam's neutral "bamboo
diplomacy” avoids condemning
Russia's Ukraine attack, worrying the
West

Neither Vietnam nor Russia are
members of the ICC

Hanoi. Russian President Vladimir Putin
arrived in Vietnam early on Thursday for
talks with the country's Communist
leaders on the final stop of his two-nation
tour of Asia after concluding a defence
pact with North Korea.Putin's aircraft
touched down at Hanoi's airport, where
he was met on ared carpet by Vietnamese
Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha
and top party diplomat Le Hoai Trung.In
an opinion piece timed for his visit, Putin
applauded the Southeast Asian
Communist-ruled country for supporting

&

Israeli military said it was looking into
the report.Residents said Israeli army
forces blew up several homes in
western Rafah, which had sheltered
over half of Gaza's 2.3 million people
before last month, when Israel began
its ground offensive and forced most of
the
northwards.Some United Nations and
Palestinian figures put those who
remained atunder 100,000 people.

population to head

"a pragmatic way to solve the crisis" in
Ukraine.Vietnam, which officially
pursues a neutral foreign policy it calls
"bamboo diplomacy" in its relations with
world powers, has abstained from
condemning Russia's attack on Ukraine,
a stance that Western countries view as
too close to the Kremlin

As well as praising Vietnam for its

"balanced" stance on the Ukraine war,
Putin listed progress on payments,
energy and trade between the countries in
the article published in Vietnam's
Communist Party newspaper Nhan Dan.

Although both North Korea and Russia
face international isolation, Vietnam has
built careful alliances with the United
States and the European Union.

Sultan - where the army planned to take
on Hamas fighters."The Hamas
battalions there are not yet well worn
down and we need to dismantle them
completely. We estimate it at more or
less a month, at this intensity," Colonel
Liron Batito,
Brigade, told Army Radio.The Israeli
military remained in control of the
border between Rafah and Egypt.
Footage circulated.

head of the Givati

Reform could pick up millions of votes
across the country without winning any
individual seats.YouGov predicted
Reform would win five seats and
Savanta none. More in Common did not
give a figure for Reform.The Savanta
poll, published by the Telegraph
newspaper, said Sunak could even lose
his own parliamentary seat in northern
England, once considered a safe
Conservative constituency, with the
contest currently too close to call.Sunak
has acknowledged that people are
frustrated with him and his party after
more than a decade in power,
dominated at times by political turmoil
and scandal.All three surveys projected
several senior government ministers,
including finance minister Jeremy Hunt,
were on course to lose their seats.

Most opinion polls currently place Keir

Starmer's Labour about 20 percentage
points ahead of the governing
Conservatives in the national vote share.

Other polls in recent days have also

presented a grim picture for Sunak, with
one pollster predicting "electoral
extinction" for the Conservatives.

Sri Lankan President on India's industrigl Indian farm labourer dies in
development: 'We need to join in’

the first tranche of the USD 2.9
billion facility was released in
March 2023.he cash-strapped
country has introduced a set of hard
reforms to address its economic
woes.Despite the outstanding issue
of debt restructuring,
tranches worth USD 1 billion of the
USD 2.9 billion bail-out have been
materialised
reforms.Wickremesinghe said that
by ongoing debt restructuring
negotiations,
hoping to get time until 2042 to
repay.He said it was important for Sri
Lanka to convert into becoming an
export-oriented economy from the
current import-oriented one.“Since we
are an import-oriented economy, we
have to find money to import. To
become an export-oriented economy,
we have to be competitive with our
industries to become a production
economy,” the president said.The IMF
while commending Sri
recovery efforts said the island nation's
economy is far from being safe unless
persisted with hard reforms needed.

8 dead as Israeli tanks advance deeper
into Rafah, heavy shelling hit tents

ltaly after being left on
roadside with severed arm

World An Indian national, working as a labourer at
a farm in Italy, died on Wednesday after he was
left on the side of aroad following an accident that
severed his arm.The Indian Embassy in Italy took
to X on Monday to condole the "unfortunate
demise" of Satnam Singh."The Embassy is aware
of the very unfortunate demise of an Indian
national in Latina, Italy. We are in contact with
local authorities. Efforts are underway to contact
the family and provide consular assistance," the
post read.Satnam Singh, aged between 30 and 31,
was injured on Monday while working at a farm
in Latina, a rural area in the south of Rome where
thousands of Indian migrant workers live. He was
cutting hay when his arm was chopped off by a
machine, according to Flai CGIL trade union (an
Italian organisation for workers in the agriculture
and food industry).Instead of helping Satnam
Singh, his employers "dumped" him like a "bag of
rubbish near his home", AFP reported, citing the
statement by Flai CGIL that likened the situation

to a "horror film".Italian Labour Minister Marina
Calderone called the incident "a true act of
barbarity" in Parliament."The Indian agricultural
worker who suffered a serious accident in the
countryside of Latina and was abandoned in very
serious conditions...has died," AFP reported,
quoting Marina Calderone.She further stated that
authorities were investigating the incident and
expressed hope that those responsible for the act
would be punished.Police said that they were
called by Satnam Singh's wife and friends, and an
air ambulance was sent. He was flown to a
hospital in Rome, but "died around midday"
(local time) on Wednesday, a police spokesperson
in Latina told AFP.Satnam Singh was working at
the farm without legal papers.The centre-left
Democratic Party condemned the manner Satnam
Singh was treated in a region known for the
exploitation of workers, calling it a "defeat for

civilisation".

Vladimir Putin arrives in Vietnam for
final stop on two-nation Asia tour

Ukraine in February 2022 in what
Moscow calls a "special military
operation". In March 2023, the Hague-
based International Criminal Court's
issued an arrest warrant for Putin over
alleged war crimes in Ukraine, charges
he denies.Neither Vietnam nor Russia are
members of the ICC.

"President Putin's visit to North Korea and The Southeast Asian country will be the

Vietnam is to demonstrate that Western
attempts to isolate Russia are not
working and that Russia has partners in
Asia," said Carl Thayer, an expert on
Vietnam security at the Australian
Defence Force Academy in
Canberra.Russia was hit with U.S.-led
Western sanctions after it invaded

third nation Putin has visited, after China
and North Korea, since he was sworn in
for a fifth term in May.Vietnam has been
gearing up for a full state welcome for
Putin, his first visit since 2017 and his
fifth in total.Putin is due to meet
Communist Party leader Nguyen Phu
Trong, state President To Lam and Prime

Minster Pham Minh Chinh.The Russian
leader will also attend wreath laying
ceremonies, including at the Ho Chi
Minh Mausoleum, housing the
embalmed corpse of Vietnam's
founding leader. The countries have
historically close ties and shared
Communist roots. Tens of thousands of
cadres studied in the former Soviet
Union during the Cold War, including
the current head of Vietnam's Communist
Party Trong."President Vladimir Putin is
a person who has made many
contributions to Vietnam-Russia
relations. He always has good feelings
and concern for Vietnam and values
a€<a€«relationships with Vietnam's
senior leaders," Ministry of Defence
newspaper Quan Doi Nhan Dan said in an
article."President Vladimir Putin is a
person who has made many contributions
to Vietnam-Russia relations. He always
has good feelings and concern for
Vietnam and values a€<a€«relationships
with Vietnam's senior leaders," Ministry
of Defence newspaper Quan Doi Nhan
Dan said in an article.
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NEET paper leak:
Tejashwi Yadav’s aide linked to NEET-UG 2024
paper leak, clalms deputy CM, Bihar

NEET 2024
e B

RNS I Patna: Bihar Dep-
uty Chief Minister Vijay
Kumar Sinha asserted on
Thursday that an aide of
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
is associated with the al-
leged paper leaks and dis-
crepancies in NEET-UG
2024.

During a press conference
regarding NEET, Sinha
mentioned a connection
to “Minister NHAIL> stat-
ing that he had conducted
a departmental investiga-
tion. He alleged that on
May 1, Tejashwis PS Pri-
tam Kumar contacted RCD
employee Pradeep to re-
serve a room in the NHAI
guest house for Sikandar
Kumar.

Sinha claimed that Pri-
tam Kumar, who served as
Tejashwi Yadav’s personal
secretary during his min-
isterial tenure, contacted
a Bihar road construction

(
n
DAL

department employee on
May 1 and May 4 to book a
room for Sikandar Kumar
Yadavendu, an engineer
implicated in the NEET-
UG question paper leak.

Explaining the NHAI
guest house rules, Sinha
stated that a maximum of
three rooms can be booked
for three days, with only
NHATI authorized to book
more rooms. He suggested
that a CBI inquiry into Pri-
tam Kumar and Tejashwi
would clarify who is be-

NEET Paper Leak ?

hind the paper leak.

Sinha also noted that in
Bihar, not only ministers
but also staff and former
ministers are referred to as
“Minister Ji,” implying that
Pritam made the booking
using this title. He alleged
that a relationship between
Pritam and Sikandar Yadav
is evident, and the room
was booked in Tejashwi’s
name.

Meanwhile, the confes-
sion of accused student
Anurag Yadav, arrested in

Patna, revealed that he was
preparing for the NEET
exam at a coaching center
in Kota when his uncle Si-
kandar Prasad Yadavendu,
a junior engineer in Na-
gar Parishad Danapur, in-
formed him about the ex-
am’s arrangement. Anurag
stated that he memorized
the questions and answers
the night before the exam
and found all the questions
in the exam the next day.
The investigation also re-
vealed that Anurag Yadav’s
name was in the entry reg-
ister of the NHAI guest
house, with “Minister Ji”
written in brackets. Earlier,
JE Sikandar and Ayush, ac-
cused of paper leaks, also
confessed to their crime.
The Ministry of Education
has requested a detailed
report on the matter from
Bihar’s investigation agen-
cy EOUL.

Awareness Campaign Against
Drug Abuse held in Gua

By Siddharth Pandey

Gua: In accordance with directives from the Directo-
rate of Sports and Youth Affairs, Jharkhand, Ranchi, an
extensive awareness campaign against drug abuse was
launched in various areas of Guwa under the Noamundi
block, including Kalyan Nagar, Hirjihating, Station Colo-
ny, and Nuiya village.

A key event was held in the courtyard of Durga Man-
dap in Kalyan Nagar, under the Gua Western Panchayat,
where community members were educated about the
dangers of drug consumption through a unique painting
initiative. Rangoli designs were created to highlight the
harmful effects of drug abuse, and an appeal was made to
the society to abstain from drugs.

The program concluded with a rally aimed at spreading
awareness further, during which participants took an
oath to fight against drug abuse.

From June 19 to June 26, various activities, including a
poster-making competition, yoga programs, youth semi-
nars, quiz competitions, Prabhat Pheri (morning proces-
sions), speech competitions, drawing competitions, and
cycle rallies, will be organized in different blocks of the
district, including the district headquarters.

Forest Department Officer Parmanand Rajak, the chief
guest at the event, emphasized the severe complications
arising from drug abuse. He highlighted physical prob-
lems such as liver, lung, and heart diseases, vitamin defi-
ciencies, and brain damage, noting that some substances
can cause birth defects and harm the immune system,
increasing the risk of infections.

Two youths, including a woman, arrested for

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Gaya: In a significant break-
through, the Delha police ar-
rested two youths, including
a woman, for the stabbing
murder of two youths near
Chhotki Nawada on June 3,
2024. The police recovered
the knife and a rod used in
the crime. Gayas Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Ashish
Bharti provided this informa-
tion during a press conference
today.

Senior  Superintendent of
Police Ashish Bharti stated
that late at night on June 3,
two armed youths attacked
a chowmein shopkeeper and
another youth near Chhotki
Nawada-Gandhi Mor  of
Delha police station area over
a financial dispute, leaving

~ double murder in Gaya

them severely injured. The
shopkeeper died on the spot,
while the other youth suc-
cumbed to his injuries during
treatment.

Upon receiving information
about the incident, police
from Kotwali, Civil Lines,
and other police stations, in-
cluding Delha SHO Devraj
Indra, reached the scene and
launched an investigation.
The deceased shopkeeper
was identified as Ravi Kumar,
who ran a chowmein shop in
a rented house near Chhotki
Nawada Gandhi Mor and also
resided there. The seriously
injured youth, Prince Kumar,
also passed away during treat-
ment.

Taking the incident seriously,
the Senior Superintendent of
Police of Gaya formed a team

and, with the help of the tech-
nical cell, arrested three indi-
viduals, including a woman,
in Surat, Gujarat.

The arrested individuals,
Anant Kumar, Babu Kumar
alias Abhishek Kumar, and a
woman named Rinku Devi,
are residents of Chhotki
Delha, Gaya. Anant Kumar
has a criminal record, with
three cases already registered
against him at the Delha po-
lice station, while Babu Ku-
mar alias Abhishek Kumar
has one case registered against
him at the same station.

SSP Bharti noted that both
criminals had been hiding
in Surat, Gujarat, following
the murder. The Bihar gov-
ernment had announced a
reward of Rs 50,000 for infor-
mation leading to their arrest.

Cultural Extravaganza at Rajrappa Temple: Kala
Pravah Festival Wraps Up in Grand Style

by Arun Pathak

Rajrappa: The tranquil pre-
cincts of Rajrappa temple
reverberated with cultural
fervor as the two-day fes-
tival, Kala Pravah, curated
by Sangeet Natak Academy
in collaboration with Maa
Chhinnamastika  Dharmik
Nyas Samiti, concluded on
Thursday evening amidst ap-
plause and cheers.

The highlight of the conclud-
ing day was the enchanting
performance by Pt Radha
Mohan Mishra and his en-
semble from Bihar. Pt Radha
Mohan Mishra commenced
the evening with a soul-stir-
ring rendition of Vidyapati’s
Bhagwati Vandana Tai Jai
Bhairavi Asur Bhayuni..; set-
ting a serene tone. His sub-
sequent performances, in-
cluding ‘Sunu Sunu Rasiya...,
‘Gaura Toro Sajanma Na..)
and ‘Hum Nahi Aaju Ra-
hab Ehi Aangan Jaun Budh
Hoyat Jamai..,, captivated the
audience, accompanied by
Rajan Kumar Mishra, An-
jani Kumar Jha, Raj Kumar
Rai on vocals, with Rajneesh
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Pathak on tabla, Aditya Jha
on flute, and Paltan Mishra
and Kumar Satyam on kan-
shi. Panda Ji, Secretary of Chh-

Bharti Ojha from Ranchi,
saw the felicitation of partic-
ipating artists by Subhashit

Following this mesmerizing
musical interlude, Reena
Jena from Kolkata graced the
stage with an elegant Odissi
dance performance.

The cultural mosaic contin-
ued with Bihar’s Chuharmal
Shakti Aradhana portraying
a traditional marriage event,
while artists from Nari Ud-
gar  Sansthan  presented
the vibrant Salhesh dance.
Wrapping up the festivi-
ties, Vishwadev Mahato and
his team from Manbhoomi
Jhumar Academy, Purulia,
enthralled the audience with
the energetic Jhumar dance.
The event, skillfully conduct-
ed by renowned announcer

innamastika Dharmik Nyas
Samiti, Rajrappa, and Dr.
Sanjay, representing Sangeet
Natak Academy.

Among the attendees were
numerous music and art en-
thusiasts, including notable
figures such as Shailendra,
Pawan, Vijay from Sangeet
Natak Academy, and the
program’s media coordina-
tor, Arun Pathak.

The Kala Pravah festival not
only celebrated cultural di-
versity but also served as a
testament to the rich herit-
age of Indias performing
arts, leaving an indelible
mark on all those present.

Kumar Amit Advocates for Peace
in Vikas Nagar Following
Violent Clash

RNS I Bokaro: BJP state working committee member Ku-
mar Amit held a meeting with the residents of Vikas Nagar
in Sector One, urging both parties involved in a recent vio-
lent clash to seek peace. Describing the altercation between
the residents of Bharra Basti and Vikas Nagar two days ago
as unfortunate, Amit emphasized that violence has no place
in society and that no one should live in fear.

Addressing the gathering, Amit stressed the importance of
the rule of law, stating that the resolution of conflicts is only
possible when both parties sit together and discuss their is-
sues peacefully. He underscored that violence is never a so-
lution and should be eradicated from society.

To ensure a fair resolution, Amit called the police officers
to the meeting and urged them to approach the matter neu-
trally. He insisted that the police should listen to both sides
without bias to restore peace effectively. Amit warned that
one-sided actions could lead to dissatisfaction with the po-
lice administration within the community.

He appealed to both parties to cooperate with the police to
help reestablish peace. The meeting saw the participation
of hundreds of residents, including Sumit Kumar, Lalbabu,
Bholan Shah, Kamlesh Ram, Kanchan Gupta, Jitendra Ram,
Amresh Singh, Ram Swaroop, Chhotu Rai, Sachchidanand
Singh, Sanjay Yadav, Deepak, Satyendra Gupta, Laxman
Pal, Sitaram Yadav, Vishrajan Prasad, and Shivlal Prasad.

BSL bags Greentech International
EHS Award 2024

Greentech Global

Environment, Health & Safety
. “"M‘ -2024

RNS I Bokaro: Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL) has won the
Greentech International Environment, Health, and Safety
(EHS) Award 2024 for its leadership in environmental ini-
tiatives. The award recognizes the plant’s innovative prac-
tices, including eco-friendly steel production and the crea-
tion of green products from waste materials.

The plant’s efforts in decarbonization, waste reduction, and
circular economy concepts have been commended.
Additionally, its safety initiatives under Project “KAVACH”
by SAIL/BSL were praised. Notable achievements include
significant reductions in particulate matter and effluent dis-
charge.

BSL has also developed eco-friendly products like Rail Bal-
last, Fly-Ash LD Slag Brick, and Paver Blocks from Slag. It
has installed a Bio-Digester Plant to convert canteen waste
into Bio-Gas and Manure.

To support India’s renewable energy goals, the plant has
developed a corrosion-resistant steel grade for solar panel
manufacturing and obtained a license for weather-resistant
steel as part of the Make in India campaign.

The plant will receive the Global EHS Award 2024 in Bang-
kok on June 28, 2024, further highlighting its commitment
to environmental sustainability and innovation.

IIT-ISM Hosts Awareness Programme on
World Slckle Cell Dlsease Awareness Day

RNS I Dhanbad: IIT (ISM)
Dhanbad organized an
awareness programme for
its employees and their
families in observance of
World Sickle Cell Disease
(SCD) Awareness Day. The
event was held at the Gold-
en Jubilee Lecture Theatre
(GJLT) of the institute and
featured a lecture by Dr.
Ravi R. Jha, Head of the
Department of Community
Disease at Sahid Nirmal
Mahto Memorial Medical
College and Hospital (SN-
MMCH), Dhanbad. Dr. Jha
discussed various aspects
of SCD and highlighted
the government’s efforts to
eliminate the disease.

The programme, organized
by the Office of Dean Stu-
dents’ Welfare of IIT (ISM)
under the direction of the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, also
featured speeches from
Prabodh Pandey, Registrar

of II'T (ISM) Dhanbad; Dr.
P. Kumar, Chief Medical
Officer of the IIT (ISM)
Health Centre; and Profes-
sor Sanjoy Mandal, Associ-
ate Dean of Student Activi-
ties.

Dr. Jha educated the attend-
ees about SCD, describing
it as a group of inherited
blood disorders caused by a
genetic mutation that result
in abnormal hemoglobin
clumping together.

This clumping causes red
blood cells to become sick-
le-shaped, leading to block-
ages in blood flow, anemia,
pain, infection, and other
serious complications. He
emphasized the importance
of medical screenings for
both adults and newborns
to detect sickle cell disease
and sickle cell trait, as in-
dividuals with the trait can
pass the defective gene to
their children despite typi-

cally living normal lives.
Other speakers, including
Dr. P. Kumar, provided in-
formation about the Gov-
ernment of India’s mission
to eliminate SCD by 2047.
This mission includes rais-
ing awareness, universal
screening of 7 crore people
aged 0-40 years in affected
tribal areas, and other ini-
tiatives aimed at halting the
intergenerational transmis-
sion of the disease.

Students’ Seminar on Materials & Metallurgical
Engineering Wraps Up at CSIR-NML

RNS I Jamshedpur: The val-
edictory ceremony of the 14th
edition of “Behind The Teach-
er's Desk” (BTTD-2024), a
three-day seminar focusing
on metallurgical engineer-
ing, concluded today at the
CSIR-National Metallurgical
Laboratory (NML) Audito-
rium. Organized jointly by
The Indian Institute of Metals
(IIM) in collaboration with
CSIR-NML, Tata Steel Limit-
ed, National Institute of Tech-
nology (NIT) Jamshedpur,
and Academy of Scientific &
Innovative Research (AcSIR),
the seminar has been a long-
standing initiative aimed at
fostering academic exchange
and innovation in the field.

Since its inception 14 years
ago, the seminar has consist-
ently drawn participation
from over 100 students and
experts from various engi-
neering colleges across India.
This year saw the presentation
of 57 technical papers across
three parallel sessions, cover-

ing diverse aspects of metal-
lurgy and materials sciences.
In addition to the academic
sessions, a vibrant cultural
program provided attendees
with an opportunity for re-
laxation and interaction.

Dr. Gopi Kishor Mandal, Sec-
retary of IIM Jamshedpur,
led a productive feedback
session where participants
shared valuable suggestions
for future editions. Dr. Sandip
Ghosh Chowdhury, Director
of CSIR-NML, and Profes-

sor Ashok Kumar, Chairman
of IIM Jamshedpur Chapter,
commended the participants
for their contributions and
emphasized the significance
of interdisciplinary collabo-
ration among students and
faculty.

Expressing gratitude, Dr.
Premkumar, Co-convenor of
BTTD-2024, extended heart-
felt thanks to all participants
and organizers for their dedi-
cation in making the event a
resounding success.

He announced that industrial
tours to Tata Steel Ltd. and
Tata Steel Long Product are
scheduled for June 21, 2024,
providing participants with
practical insights into indus-
trial applications.

The winners of the technical
sessions were honored with
prestigious awards, mark-
ing the culmination of yet
another enriching chapter
of academic discourse and
professional networking at
BTTD-2024.

Ethical, Passionate Individuals: A Precious Asset for Soc1ety & Country, Says Coalfield DIG

RNS I Bokaro: The Orienta-
tion Session for the academic
year 2024-25 for Class XI stu-
dents was held on Thursday
at the Kalidas Kala Bhawan
of Delhi Public School (DPS),
Bokaro. The event began with
a warm welcome for the new
batch by the DPS Bokaro fra-
ternity.

Surendra Kumar Jha (IPS),
DIG of Police, Coalfield
Range, Bokaro, served as the
Guest Speaker for the session.
In his interactive address, Jha
emphasized the importance
of being a good human being
as the foundation for becom-
ing a good student and citi-

zen. He highlighted the value
of being ethical, passionate,
and zealous in achieving
one’s goals. “An ethical and
passionate personality is a
precious asset not only for the
school but also for the society
and country; he stated.

Dr. A. S. Gangwar, Princi-
pal of DPS Bokaro, also ad-
dressed the students, stress-
ing the significance of their
physical and  emotional
well-being. He encouraged
them to accept challenges,
constructive criticism, and
to overcome failures with a
positive attitude to achieve
success and happiness in life.

Dr. Gangwar assured the stu-
dents that the school and its
faculty members are always
available to support them in
times of need.

The session also featured
inspiring interactions with
Sakshi Priya, Bokaro topper
(Science Stream, Class XII);
Srikriti Kedia, School Topper

(Commerce Stream); Sparsh
Raj, Rank 516 (Cat., JEE
Advanced); and Asmita, an
alumnus and current medi-
cal student at RIMS, Ranchi.
They shared their experi-
ences and motivated the new
students to pursue their pas-
sions.

Additionally, students were
briefed on the curriculum,
rules, and regulations by the
respective in-charges. The
programme concluded on an
enthusiastic note, marking
the beginning of a collabo-
rative and effective learning
journey for the new students
and the institution.
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37 Dead After Drinking Toxic Liquor In
Tamil Nadu, MK Stalin Cracks Down

At least 68 others, who reportedly consumed the toxic liquor over the past few days, have been hospitalised.
Eighteen of them have been shifted to JIPMER in Puducherry and six to the Medical College and Hospital in Salem.

officer told NDTV, "We are
investigating what exactly they
consumed. We have taken three people
into custody. At least three of the four
people who died had consumed liquor
supplied by private people, not
procured from the government-run
liquor shops."In a statement, the state
government said 26 people had taken
arrack from packets and added that
forensic investigation had confirmed
the presence of poisonous
methanol. The state government has
suspended district police chief Samay
Singh Meena and appointed Rajat
Chaturvedi in his place. Collector
Sravan Kumar Jatavath has been replaced

itspread. We are investigating," he had said.
This tragedy is being seen as a huge failure by
intelligence agencies and the prohibition
enforcement wing. Last year, too, 22 people
died in Tamil Nadu after consuming
methanol. ATADMK chief and Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly Edappadi K
Palaniswami slammed the ruling DMK for
and said the state government failed to curb
the toxic liquor problem even after he
pointed out. "I urge Chief Minister M K
Stalin to take stringent action to curb toxic
liquor instead of word play like last time,
when they called it methanol and not toxic
liquor."State BJP chief K Annamalai said
DMK had not "learnt its lesson" after 22
deaths due to consumption of toxic liquor

Chennai: Thirty-seven people have died after
consuming toxic liquor in Tamil Nadu's
Kallakurichi district, around 250 km from
state capital Chennai. Atleast 55 others, who
reportedly consumed the toxic liquor over
the past few days, have been hospitalised.
Eighteen of them have been shifted to
JIPMER in Puducherry and six to the
Medical College and Hospital in Salem.

Many of these victims were from
Karunapuram area. A woman who lost her
son said, "He complained of severe stomach
ache and difficulty to open his eyes. He said
he had consumed arrack. Initially, the
hospital refused to admit him, saying he's
drunk. The state government should shut all
liquor shops." Another mother said, "My son

possible medical help to the
affected people.

The Chief Minister has announced
an inquiry by Justice (retd) B
Gokuldas, a retired judge of
Madras High Court. A
compensation of ? 10 lakh will be
provided to the families of each of
the victims.Mr Stalin had ordered
the arrest of illegal liquor brewers,
methanol seller and destruction of
methanol.Disturbing reports
started emerging yesterday after
three people died in different
locations over the past three days.
Despite a buzz that the deaths may

have been caused by toxic liquor, District

on X that he is shocked and pained about the
loss of lives. "The accused have been

suffered excruciating stomach pain. He
could neither see nor hear. This shouldn't
happen to anyone. Stop selling liquor."
Police have arrested a suspected bootlegger
and detained two others. Confirming that
these deaths were caused due to
consumption of toxic liquor, a senior police

by MS Prasanth.A Deputy Superintendent
of Police-rank officer of prohibition
enforcement wing, three inspectors and as
many sub-inspectors were suspended.The
state government also transferred the probe
into the toxic liquor tragedy to CB-
CID.Chief Minister MK Stalin said in a post

arrested. Action has been taken against
officials who failed to prevent this. We will
crack down with an iron hand. If public
complain about such perpetrators, action
would be taken."He has asked two ministers,

including Health Minister Ma Subramaniam,

to rush to Kallakurichi and ensure every

Collector Sravan Kumar Jatavath initially
denied such reports. "These deaths have
happened over three days. One of them was
a teetotaller and one of them had a stomach
problem. No one died in the hospital, and
none came in an inebriated condition. In the
commotion, someone said illicit liquor and

"Ban NTA"': Congress's Student Wing NSUI On Cancellation Of UGC-NET

New Delhi: In a big setback to Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, the Patna High
Court today struck down the 65 per cent
reservation in government jobs and
education that was introduced last year
after a statewide caste survey. The state
government's move had taken the !
reservation in Bihar past the 50 per cent
cap mandated by the Supreme Court.

The order was passed by a division bench
headed by Chief Justice K Vinod
Chandran on petitions opposing the
legislation brought by the Nitish Kumar
government in November 2023. Mr
Kumar's JDU was then allied to the RID

and the Congress. A month later, he switched to

the BJP and became Chief Minister again.

Ritika Rani, one of the counsels appearing for the
petitioners, told news agency PTI, "We had
submitted that the amendments to the reservation
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laws were violative of the Constitution. After

come."

hearing both sides, the court had reserved its
judgement in March. Today, the final order has

Senior JDU leader and minister Ashok Choudhary
said the state government will study the

judgment and challenge it in the Supreme
Court.

Responding to the high court ruling, RID's
Rajya Sabha MP Manoj Kumar Jha said it
is an "unfortunate" development. "Such
rulings prolong the journey towards the
destination of social justice. We remember
Tamil Nadu had to struggle for many years,
we will do the same. But we must see what
is the social background of these
petitioners, who is controlling them from
behind the curtains. We saw the same
thing during the caste survey," he said. The
RJID leader stressed the party's demand to
putreservation under the ninth schedule of

the Constitution to shield it from court orders.
"The NDA government is in power now,

courtesy Nitish Kumar. He should go to the

higher court and secure the rights of a big
population.”

Bihar's Move To Hike Reservation From
50 To 65% Struck Down By High Court

New Delhi: In a big setback to Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, the Patna High Court
today struck down the 65 per cent reservation
in government jobs and education that was
introduced last year after a statewide caste
survey. The state government's move had
taken the reservation in Bihar past the 50 per
cent cap mandated by the Supreme Court.

The order was passed by a division bench
headed by Chief Justice K Vinod Chandran
on petitions opposing the legislation brought
by the Nitish Kumar government in
November 2023. Mr Kumar's JDU was then
allied to the RJD and the Congress. A month

later, he switched to the BJP and became Chief

Minister again.

Ritika Rani, one of the counsels appearing for the

petitioners, told news agency PTI, "We had
submitted that the amendments to the reservation Senior JDU leader and minister Ashok Choudhary
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come."

laws were violative of the Constitution. After
hearing both sides, the court had reserved its
judgement in March. Today, the final order has
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said the state government will study the
judgment and challenge it in the Supreme
Court. Responding to the high court ruling,
RJID's Rajya Sabha MP Manoj Kumar Jha
said it is an "unfortunate" development.
"Such rulings prolong the journey towards
the destination of social justice. We
remember Tamil Nadu had to struggle for
many years, we will do the same. But we
must see what is the social background of
these petitioners, who is controlling them
from behind the curtains. We saw the same
thing during the caste survey," he said.The
RIJD leader stressed the party's demand to put

reservation under the ninth schedule of the
Constitution to shield it from court orders. "The
NDA government is in power now, courtesy

Nitish Kumar. He should go to the higher court

and secure the rights of a big population.”

last year.Governor R N Ravi, whose tenure
has seen several face-offs between the ruling
party and the Raj Bhavan, posted on X,
"This reflects continuing lapses in
preventing production and consumption of
illicit liquor. It is a matter of serious
concern."

PM Modi's Big Gift to Kashi: An Improved
Airport With New Terminal Building,
Extended Runway And More

New Delhi:In the first full meeting since the portfolio allocation, the
Union Cabinet led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved a
big gift for Varanasi. The Airports Authority of India’s proposal for the
development of Lal Bahadur Shastri International Airport, Varanasi
including the construction of a new terminal building, apron extension,
runway extension, parallel taxi track and allied works has been given a
go ahead on Wednesday. Varanasi, traditionally known as Kashi, holds
a very special place in the heart of PM Modi. He has been elected as a
Lok Sabha MP from there in 2014, 2019 and 2024. After winning all
the three terms, Modi had been elected to the office of the Prime
Minister of India.“The estimated financial outgo will be Rs 2869.65
crore for enhancing the passenger handling capacity of the airport to
9.9 million passengers per annum (MPPA) from the existing 3.9

MPPA. The New
Terminal Building,

which encompasses an §

area of 75,000 sqm, is
designed for a capacity
of 6 MPPA and for

handling 5000 Peak

Hour Passengers

(PHP). Itis designed to 3 :
offer a glimpse of the |

vast cultural heritage of
the city,” the

government said in its =

official brief.It further
added, “The proposal

includes extending the runway to dimensions 4075m x 45m and
constructing a new Apron to park 20 aircraft. Varanasi airport will be
developed as a green airport with the primary objective of ensuring
environmental sustainability through energy optimisation, waste
recycling, carbon footprint reduction, solar energy utilisation, and
incorporation of natural daylighting, alongside other sustainable
measures throughout the planning, development, and operational
stages.” Very recently, PM Modi distributed the 17th instalment of PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi during a function in Kashi. Through this, 9.3
crore farmers received DBT into their accounts at an estimated cost of
Rs 20,000 crore.The glorious town of Kashi has seen a major facelift
ever since Modi became its public representative a decade ago. Right
from the redevelopment of the Kashi Vishwanath Temple corridor to
making a rudraksh meditation centre, Modi, just earlier this year in
February, also laid the foundation stone for multiple development
projects worth more than Rs 13,000 crore in Varanasi.

Bihar deputy chief minister claims Tejashw1 aide linked to NEET paper leak

I i

Bihar deputv chief claimed that Rashtriya Janata &
34 28 Dal (RJD) leader Tejashwi
minister Vl]a_V Yadav's aide was linked to the
Kumar Sinha alleged paper leaks and the
. malpractices of the NEET-UG
claimed that RJID  202410w.
. . At a press briefing, Sinha claimed
leader TeIaSth that Tejashwi Yadav's aide
Yadav's aide Preetam Kumar called an
employee of the Bihar Road
Preetam Kumar Construction Department
. (RCD) to book a room for
was llnked to the Sikandar Prasad Yadavendu, an
engineer who earlier revealed an —

alleged paper

alleged

Vijay Kumar Sinha on Thursday

Deputy Chief Minister

involvement of a'Mantri

staffer named Pradeep to book
a room at the guest house of
Bihar NHAI on May 1 - four
days before the examination
took place across the
country.The Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister alleged there
were call details of Preetam
Kumar calling Pradeep.

"l demand a high level inquiry
into this matter. They are out of
power, but want to play with
the future of lakhs of
candidates," Sinha said.

He further stated that he had
suspended three employees of

the Road Construction

Patna. Anurag Yadav is currently behind bars
in connection with the exam irregularities.
Vijay Kumar Sinha claimed he conducted a
departmental inquiry into the matter, and
learnt that Preetam Kumar called the RCD

Ji'in the entrance exam row.

Sikandar Prasad Yadavendu claimed he
recommended the stay of his nephew Anurag
Yadav, a NEET aspirant, his mother and other
accomplices at a government bungalow in

leaks and
malpractices of the
NEET exam row.
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Department, including Pradeep, in
connection with the room booking.owever,
the Bihar NHAI junked the reports of the
accused staying at their guest house,
mentioning in a statement that it "does not
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have any guest house facility in
Patna"."Some sections of the press have
reported that the accused related to the NEET
paper leak case stayed at NHAI guest house in
Patna. NHAI would like to clarify that NHAI
does not have any guest house facility in
Patna," the statement added.In his confession
letter, Sikandar Prasad Yadavendu wrote that
his nephew informed him about getting
desired results "as promised earlier". The
engineer also stated that he was in touch with
a racket, which excelled in leaking question
papers for aspirants of NEET, UPSC and
other examinations.Yadavendu also claimed
he made logistical arrangements for other
candidates, namely Ayush Raj, Shivanandan
Kumar, Abhishek Kumar, Anurag Yadav and
Anurag's mother Reena.Meanwhile, earlier in
the day, in his confession letter, Anurag Yadav
admitted that the leaked question paper
provided to him matched the actual exam
question paper.

~ |



TheResearchers’

4

RANCHI | 21 June 2024

Why G7 needs
allies like India

Agnipath, other questionable schemes under scrutiny

The adage that a soldier is never off duty was applied literally by the ruling party to boost its political prospects and force-multiply its message via the country’s soldiery.

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s presence as an
outreach guest at the G7 summit in [taly is a useful
backdrop for the launch of the new government’s
foreign and security policy.The G7 meeting has
brought out just how fragile the world order is
these days. India occupies a unique position here
as an oasis of political and economic stability, but
it cannot but take into account the turbulent
waters that are washing its shores.

The political situation in four of the G7 nations
appears brittle — the US and the UK are going to
the polls amid uncertainty, while Germany and
France are witnessing the rise of right-wing
forces. Two of the big world powers are, of
course, entirely out of the G7 process, which
purports to promote democracy. But those two,
China and Russia, are making major efforts
separately and collectively to challenge the G7’s
purported global hegemony.The presence of
India, Turkey, Brazil and some other countries is
an acknowledgement that the G7 needs allies to
manage issues relating to migration, climate
change, economic competition with China and
the wars in Ukraine and Gaza. In turn, these
countries are seeking to persuade the G7 nations,
which are increasingly economically and
demographically challenged, on the need for
more equity and balance in global decision-
making.In all this, Modi’s central challenge and
opportunities are in India’s neighbourhood and
beyond. While continuity has been the central
message that the BJP—ledy NDA government has
sent out, there will be inevitable changes arising
from the very fact that the General Election has
shifted the national political paradigm.

The presence of leaders from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Mauritius and
Seychelles at the swearing-in of the new
government speaks for itself, as does the fact that
the leaders of Myanmar, Pakistan and
Afghanistan were not invited. India’s relations
with those invited are fairly even, even though we
face challenges in Nepal, Sri Lanka and the
Maldives. The participation of Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu was significant
because of our strained relations with the island
republic.The Indian strategy of riding out the
Chinese challenge in the neighbourhood was
most visible last year when Sri Lanka faced a
financial crisis. China played hard to get, but New
Delhi immediately provided humanitarian and
financial assistance of $4 billion, surpassing even
the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF’s) 48-
month bailout package of $3 billion. By providing
financial assurances, New Delhi also shored up
Sri Lanka’s IMF process.The absence of
Pakistan, whose then Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif had attended PM Modi’s 2014 swearing-
in, has its own story of just how sharply India-
Pakistan relations have deteriorated, even though
the government in power is that of the Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz), albeit in a coalition.

India says it emphasises its Neighbourhood First
policy as well as SAGAR (Security and Growth
for all in the Region) for the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR). It has China very much on its mind.
Whatever may be the muilitary challenge India
confronts along the disputed border, the one it
faces from China in South Asia and the IOR is
equally significant and has implications for the
geopolitical future of the region.China, too, is a

A year after India witnessed one of its worst rail

THE advent of a genuine coalition government has kindled

hope among a cross-section of defence veterans and
security analysts regarding a salutary makeover of some
questionable schemes and directives imposed upon the
military by the political leadership over the past decade.

The foremost among these is the Agnipath scheme,

launched in mid-2022, to recruit
personnel below officer rank (PBOR),
known as Agniveers, for a limited tour of
duty (ToD). The Janata Dal (United), a
critical constituent of the National
Democratic Alliance, has demanded a
review of the scheme amid public
disaffection with it in Bihar and other
states. According to reports, the
government has tasked a group of
secretaries from 10 ministries to review
Agnipath and suggest ways to make the
recruitment programme more ||
attractive.Under Agnipath, PBOR are |
being recruited for all three services for a
four-year ToD, following which just 25
per cent of them would be retained to
complete 15 years of military service.
The remaining 75 per cent — the
demobilised Agniveers — would
reportedly be provided employment in
the paramilitary, state or railway police
forces or other attendant security
agencies. Public sector banks and insurance companies
and other associated state-run financial organisations,
too, would be called upon by the government to absorb
these disbanded soldiers, airmen and sailors, each of
whom would receive around Rs 12 lakh, tax-exempt, as
their severance pay.Meanwhile, a series of directives
from the Ministry of Defence (MoD) to the armed forces,
which triggered unease within the services as well as
among veterans, are likely to be reassessed or quietly
abandoned.

One such was the mandate issued last May by the Army

headquarters at the MoD’s behest, requiring all soldiers
on home leave to promote ‘nation-building’ endeavours
in their respective village, town and city neighbourhood
communities by publicising the merits of government
welfare schemes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan. The scheme was to be monitored by
the soldiers’ individual units through a quarterly
feedback, supported by photographs and video clips.

Additionally, these ‘soldier ambassadors’ were directed by

the Army’s Ceremonials and Welfare Directorate, which
functions under the Adjutant General’s office —
responsible for the forces’ overall administration — to
instil patriotism and nationalism in their respective

neighbour and, it too, was not present. In an
interview to Newsweek on the eve of the General
Election, Prime Minister Modi had noted that
there was a need to “urgently address the
prolonged situation on our borders so that the
abnormality in our bilateral interactions can be
put behind us.” Last week, speaking in Mumbai
after taking charge of the Ministry of External
Affairs for a second term, S Jaishankar said India
would focus on finding solutions to the border
issues that had bedevilled their relationship.
American ties with New Delhi are on a high after
Modi’s Washington visit last June. While US
elections could disrupt some of the bonhomie,
they are unlikely to lead to any major change. But
managing ties in a potential Trump presidency
will definitely be a strain, though the Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun issue is unlikely to create major
problems. The American focus, regardless of who
wins, is likely to be China, though there is a
danger that another US-China tariff war could

disasters — a collision involving Coromandel
Express and two other trains in Odisha’s Balasore
district had claimed over 290 lives — nine persons
were killed and over 40 were injured after a goods
train rammed into the stationary Sealdah-bound
Kanchanjunga Express in West Bengal’s
Darjeeling district. The deceased included the pilot
and co-pilot of the goods train. According to
reports, the automatic signalling system between
the Ranipatra railway station and the Chattar Hat
junction had been defective since 5.50 am —
around three hours before the mishap happened.
Railway Board chairperson Jaya Varma Sinha has
stated that the collision happened because the
goods train disregarded the signal. As usual, an
inquiry is underway to identify the lapses and fix
accountability, while the Centre has announced Rs
10 lakh each for the kin of the deceased.

circles, motivate and mentor the youth and organise
sports events for them.Senior military officials said the
Army Training Command in Shimla had issued
guidelines for these soldiers to follow with regard to
these ‘educative’ tasks with the aim of ‘leveraging’ their
skills and innate discipline towards augmenting nation-
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building. Senior veterans had estimated that at any given
time, the armed forces would have 3,50,000 ‘social
warriors’ engaged in this government-led mega publicity
drive. All soldiers are entitled to two months’ leave
annually, in addition to 30 days of casual leave, but for
now it remains unclear how successful this scheme has
proved to be.At that time, many veterans had said that
this scheme had been foisted upon the services, its
instructions framed by the MoD to make it appear
voluntary to ward off protests and court cases. In short,
the adage that a soldier is never off duty was applied
literally by the ruling party in a bid to boost its political
prospects and force-multiply its message via the
country’s soldiery.Concomitantly, the MoD had also
directed the installation of geo-tagged ‘selfie points’ by
its various departments and related organisations to
showcase the achievements of the government in the
military realm. The proposed 820-odd selfie points, in
most instances carrying PM Modi’s picture, were
focused on defence public sector undertakings, the
Border Roads Organisation, the Coast Guard, the
Defence Research and Development Organisation,
Sainik schools and the National Cadet Corps, among
other associated bodies.

Bengal train tragedy

No lessons learnt from 2023 Odisha mishap

affect us in the form of collateral damage.

IN an article published in The Tribune (August 5, 2023), I
had argued that the NEET (National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test) system was a desirable and essential
piece of reform, but it required fine-tuning. The recent
controversy surrounding NEET-UG 2024 underscores
the urgency for improvement, though it points only
towards the mishandling of the NEET exam and not the
redundancy of the system itself. The issue is now before
the Supreme Court. We must realise that an exercise that
borders on the sacred for our students and their parents
must be executed flawlessly and in a manner that
inspires the highest measure of confidence in the system.
Events such as those that have transpired this year erode
confidence in the system and demoralise students. NEET
was introduced to bring about transparency and
meritocracy in the admission system. Genuine concerns
had been raised about the earlier admission system
adopted by some private medical institutions being
opaque and dishonest. Evils like capitation fees had
tainted the system. Besides, candidates were forced to
undergo multiple entrance examinations across the
country to maximise their chances of getting admission
to one medical college or another. A single nationwide
examination like NEET was necessary to address this.

Unsurprisingly, this much-needed measure of reform was
resisted by some. NEET, though initially planned in
2010, could not be implemented for a year or so on
account of perceived flaws in its initial notification. It
was only in 2012 that the Medical Council of India, in
consultation with the Union Government, properly
notified it. The exam could not be conducted that year
since students did not have enough time to prepare.
Before it could be rolled out from the next year onwards,
the apex court intervened. The notification of the exam
was set aside by a three-judge Bench with a 2:1 verdict.
The court was approached to review and reconsider its
decision. Ultimately, it reversed the decison and allowed
NEET to be implemented.

This landmark ruling paved the way for a major verhaul of

The Balasore tragedy had raised hopes that lessons would be

learnt in order to prevent or minimise rail mishaps.
However, the situation on the ground doesn’t seem to have
changed. In October last year, a collision between two

(lean up NEET to restore public confidence

The National Testing Agency must live up to expectations and, together with the Centre, take inmediate remedial measures that reassure all stakeholders.

the medical admission system in India. The
NEET system could finally be put in place.
Wider consultations with stakeholders and
state governments had also brought out the ?
need to hold NEET in local languages in
addition to English. This was important to
ensure equity among students coming from
different regions. Of course, it was visualised &
by the policymakers that once NEET was
rolled out, improvements would be made
whenever necessary.

Over the years, the conduct of NEET has, more
or less, been free from controversy. In this
backdrop, this year’s events are unfortunate.
It is vital that all issues that have arisen be
resolved as soon as possible. The National
Testing Agency must live up to expectations
and, together with the Central Government,
take immediate remedial measures that
reassure all stakeholders. Honesty,
transparency and accountability in the
admission process ust be seen and felt as
having been restored.If there are any systemic issues that
call for change, those must not be swept under the carpet.
They must be urgently and constructively addressed.

One oft-debated area of concern is whether a multiple-
choice question (MCQ)-based examination is the best
method of selecting medical students. A related and
valid criticism is that this format of examination has
resulted in the mushrooming of private coaching
academies to prepare students for the high-level
competition. These academies are prohibitively
expensive and concentrated in tier I and tier II cities and
towns. As aresult, students whose families cannot afford
to pay such high fees are deprived of this valuable
training tool. Urban students are able to gain an unfair
advantage over their rural counterparts, who may lack
easy access to coaching academies. There is a
widespread belief that without the benefit of coaching in
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these expensive academies, it is very difficult to compete
for admission to medical colleges. Many meritorious
students from a poor or rural background thus feel
handicapped.

Additionally, students begin to ignore their Class XII
board exams, where a 50 per cent score is sufficient to be
eligible for taking NEET. Consequently, students do not
take their Class XI and XII studies or exams seriously,
losing out on the development of analytical and
scientific skills. I am shocked to learn from some
students that many of their classmates join such
academies and don’t attend classes at school. It appears
that some schools are keen to certify them as regular
students so as to allow them to sit in the Class XII board
examination.Some alterations to the current system
must be considered. The NEET question papers could
include questions framed on the basis of the state board
syllabi, so that an equal opportunity is available to

st o few mimikes geday

In its directive, the MoD had declared that these ‘selfie

points’ would also be located at prominent locations with
the “maximum footfall and the potential of attracting
public attention”, like war memorials, rail and Metro
stations, bus terminals, airports, malls, schools and
colleges and even festival gatherings. The ministry had
also suggested a
‘feedback mechanism’,
including a dedicated
app which would
enable people to upload
selfies and post them on
social media platforms
to further transmit the
ruling party’s message
in the election season.A
bunch of veterans, all of
whom requested
anonymity, criticised
Project Udbhav
(genesis), launched late
last year to “synthesise
ancient wisdom with
contemporary military
practices to forge a
unique and holistic
approach to address
modern security
challenges™. This joint
venture between the Army and the United Services
Institution think tank, aimed at capitalising on India’s
5,000-year-old civilisational legacy to “comprehend its
enduring connect, relevance and applicability in modern
times” is in consonance with the BP’s penchant for
invoking India’s ancient glory.This included studying,
examining and analysing the writings of Chanakya
(Arthashastra), post-Mauryan Kamandaka (Nitisara) and
Tamil saint-poet Thiruvalluvar (Thirukkural), all of
which the Press Information Bureau (PIB) declared
“aligned with modern military codes of ethics or just war
and principles of the Geneva Convention”.

The PIB went on to state that Udbhav was a “visionary

initiative by the Army seeking to integrate age-old
wisdom with contemporary military pedagogy”, in
addition to enhancing “strategic thinking, statecraft and
warfare”. In short, Udbhav, according to the government,
was poised to “foster deeper understanding of military
matters and contribute to enriching military curricula”.

Regrettably, it was left to veterans, albeit sotto voce, to flag

these political and contentious enterprises, and to those
still in service to implement this publicity blitzkrieg.
Perhaps after the recent electoral verdict, both domains
will breathe somewhat easier.

passenger trains on the Howrah-Chennai
line in Andhra Pradesh’s Vizianagaram
district had claimed 14 lives; in February
this year, a freight train ran driverless for
about 70 km from Kathua (Jammu) to
Dasuya (Punjab) — it was just a stroke of
luck that no major accident happened.

The spotlight is back on Kavach, the ‘train
collision avoidance’ system aimed at
preventing accidents due to human error. It
is being implemented in a phased manner,
but the pace of route coverage is rather slow
— in stark contrast to the government’s
emphasis on speed on the rail tracks. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese
counterpart Fumio Kishida have pledged to
expedite the bullet train project, but the
Bengal mishap has shown that safety must

take precedence over the glitz and glamour of ultra-fast

trains.

students from all regions. Well-
designed MCQs, which can assess the
intellectual capacity of our students
and not merely their rote learning,
must be introduced. The emphasis
needs to be on evaluating the mental
ability, quality of reasoning, depth of
knowledge and analytical thinking.

It will also be helpful to attach some
weightage in the medical admission
process to the Class XII board
examination score. This may motivate
students to undertake a more broad-
based learning approach and reduce
the importance of coaching institutes
focusing only on rote learning and
mastering multiple-choice
questions.Policymakers should
examine the possibility of a hybrid
system for undergraduate medical
admissions, with weightage for the
NEET score (say 50 per cent) and the

balance weightage for the score in the Class XII board
examination or other similar (objective and transparent)
performance criteria. This approach may not be met with
much objection as far as the state quota seats are
concerned. However, in view of the differing standards
and the evaluation process across different states, it may
be less than ideal for the all-India quota seats and Central
institutes like AIIMS unless some system of equalisation
or normalisation is put in place to be applied to various
education boards.

BY the Grace Mary
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NEET was an essential step in the right direction. The

present controversy has impacted its credibility.
Necessary action must be taken immediately to restore
public confidence. Politicisation of the issue must be
avoided at all costs. We cannot afford to return to the old
ways of doing things. The very future of our young
citizens is at stake.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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120 World Cup, Super 8: In the
'Big Boys Club', Afghanistan
want to be giant killers

New Delhi. AT the start of the T20 World Cup
2024, did you bet on Afghanistan to make it
to the Super 8s? Well, the Rashid Khan-led
team has risen through the ranks to make a
mark for themselves in international cricket.
Their wins over better-ranked teams are no
longer an upset. Afghanistan are now in the
'Big Boys Club' as they will take part in the
Super 8 stage of the tournament.

The signs of this South-Asian team's rise were
evident from the ODI World Cup last year. In
their very next ICC event, Afghanistan
ensured that they stamped their authority
and how! Mind you, they were not placed in
an easy group. Group C featured the co-hosts
and 2-time T20 World Cup champions West
Indies and New Zealand, alongside Papua
New Guinea and Uganda.
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No point in thinking about South Africa and
our luck in knockouts: Kagiso Rabada

«Rabada said the belief is there

in the squad

«S0uth Africa have found the
knockout matches to be a
stumbling block

w«S0uth Africa will next face

just take it game by game and the belief is
there. Belief is there. If you don't have the
belief then you might as well go pack your
bags and go home. And whatever happens
after that happens but the belief is there,"
said Rabada.

Never write off anyone

The chase from the USA did come close in the
end as Andries Gous scored 80 off 47 balls.
Rabada first praised the South African
batters for posting a good total of 194 in the
end. Rabada also said that you never write
anyone off and praised the USA side for

AFGbrilliant run in T20 World Cup 2024
Afghanistan came out all guns firing in their

their playing style in the tournament.

England in their second Super

very first match against Uganda to register
their second biggest win in the T20Is,
hammering the associate team by125 runs.

However, this was just a glimpse of what

followed next. This time it was New
Zealand, who faced the wrath of
Afghanistan's batters as well as the bowlers
and lost the match by 84 runs. It was
followed by an easy win by 7 wickets against
Papua New Guinea. Afghanistan laid down
an early marker by knocking New Zealand
out of the tournament, the team that has
always done well in ICC events. Amongst
the Asian teams, India have been doing well
as they advanced into the Super 8s without
any hiccup. Pakistan and Sri Lanka were the
let-downs as they were knocked out early.
Nepal impressed with the fight they put up
against Bangladesh and South Africa.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh had a topsy-turvy
ride before sneaking through to the Super
8s.While Afghanistan would be proud of
how far they have come, they will face India
in their first Super 8 match. They have
headed to the next phase on the back of a
defeat by hefty margin of 104 runs against
the West Indies.

How AFG need to prepare against India?

Former India cricketer Varun Aaron wanted
Afghanistan to brush aside the loss and come
up with a fresh approach against India."Tell
us the truth, definitely. It's going to bother
them because you want to take momentum
into a big game like against India. You want
to have winning memories instead of losing
memories because we all know how losses
can snowball into a lot of doubts and
problems within a team.

T20 World Cup 2024: Time to
unleash magician Kuldeep
Yadav in Super 8s?

New Delhi. Having passed the group stages of
the T20 World Cup 2024 unscathed, India
will be eager to continue their winning
momentum in the Super 8s as they take on
Afghanistan on Thursday, June 20 at
Kensington Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados.
The Men in Blue will be playing their first
game in the West Indies after their last fixture
against Canada got washed out in
Florida.Coming after playing on the sluggish
surface at the Nassau County International
Cricket Stadium in New York, the Rohit
Sharma-led side will probably look to alter

their team combination as per the conditions
in the West Indies. The New York surface
allowed India to go in with four seamers as
batters found it difficult to attack them.

However, the same might not be the case on the
surfaces in the Caribbean, with spinners
likely to get a lot more purchase out of the
pitches. Hence, the Men in Blue will look to
bring in their mystery spinner Kuldeep
Yadav into the playing XI.

Kuldeep Yadav ruling the roost

The 29-year-old has 59 wickets from 34
innings in his T20I career at an average of
14.10 and an economy of 6.74. Kuldeep has
emerged as India’s go-to man in the middle
overs to stop the flow of runs by picking
crucial wickets.

Despite his incredible numbers, team India
will have a lot to think about before bringing
him into the squad as they usually don’t
change their winning combination during
mega events. Another headache would be
about dropping one of the players from the
winning combination to make way for
Kuldeep.Mohammed Siraj is likely to be the
one making way for the left-arm wrist
spinner, having been the least effective
amongst the four seamers. The right-arm
seamer has picked just one wicket from three
innings but has the second-best economy
rate amongst all bowlers of 5.18.0n the other
hand, Jasprit Bumrah (5 wickets), Hardik
Pandya (7) and Arshdeep Singh (7 wickets)
have all been amongst the wickets for the
Men in Blue. Hence, Siraj most likely seems
to be the one to make way for Kuldeep.

8 clash on June 21

New Delhi. South Africa pacer Kagiso

Rabada has claimed that there is no point in
thinking about their luck in the knockout
matches of ICC tournaments after their win
against USA on June 19 in the T20 World
Cup 2024. The Proteas have found
themselves on the losing side in big matches,
a trend that sort of started in the 1999 ODI
World Cup. Since then, they have
infamously earned the 'chokers' tag in the
cricketing world after losing in knockout

games.

The Proteas now have a 100 percent win record
in the T20 World Cup 2024 as they beat USA
by 18 runs. During the press conference,
Rabada was asked if the team isn't thinking

about the curse of the knockouts at the
moment. The pacer quickly said they're
taking this game by game and keeping their
belief that they can head to the final and
win.There's no point in thinking about it. You

"The USA have been chasing well and that's
the reason why they chose to bowl first. I
must commend our batting lineup,
especially Quinton. And at the end of the
day, we got a respectable total on the board,
or more than a respectable total on the
board, which gave us an opportunity to put
them under pressure with the ball."

"We got a couple of early wickets and then
Andres batted extremely well and gave
them a good chance and they came close in
the end. You can never write any opposition

off no matter who they're playing for. The
USA have been playing well, they beat
Pakistan. So, hats off to the way they're
playing," said Rabada.

Rahmanullah Gurbaz reveals AFG's "champions' Roser federer s Roger

Afghanistan opener
Rahmanullah Gurbaz revealed that he will
not just look to take on star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah during their match against India at
the Kensington Oval, Barbados on June 20,
Thursday. Gurbaz was eager to take on every
Indian bowler during the Super 8s clash. He
also revealed that the Afghanistan team is
participating in the tournament not just for
the sake of it but to emerge as eventual
winners. Afghanistan created history by
qualifying for the Super 8s as they will face
India, Australia and West Indies in the Super
8 stage.The Afghanistan team reached the
Super 8s on the back of a brilliant
performance in the group stage. They beat
Uganda, New Zealand and Papua New
Guinea to advance into the next stage of the
tournament. However, they suffered a hefty
defeat by 104 runs in the lead-up to the Super
8s. Gurbaz has been among the leading run-
scorers in the tournament. In 4 matches, he
has scored 167 runs at an average of
41.75.The Afghan opener exuded
confidence as he suggested that he would not
hold back while going all guns blazing

mindset, says 'Bumra

New Delhi.

against the Indian openers.

"Honestly, my target is not just Bumrah. I will
look to target all the bowlers, not only
Bumrah, because there are 5 bowlers
bowling. I have to face them all, not just
Bumrah and maybe another bowler could get

h not only target’

ederer lights up London's
Tower Bridge

me out, but yes, if I get a chance to hit him, New Delhi. London's Tower Bridge displayed a

let's go for it. Could be Bumrah, Arshdeep or
Siraj. Anyone, if they bowl in my area, [ will
hit. I will either get out or I will hit them,"
Gurbaz told ICC inavideo.

Afghanistan's 'champion' mindset

Gurbaz also affirmed that Afghanistan are
playing the tournament with the mindset of
winning it, something that has been evident
from their performances as well.

"We have played World Cups before, and we
are here again now. But there is a huge
difference and the difference is that our
mindset was to just participate in the World
Cup, but this time it is let's go, and we should
be champions at the World Cup. There is no
pressure on us to be champions. We don't
have those expectations, but we are taking it
just one game at a time. That is our focus and
I'hope we achieve our goals, and we qualify
to the semi-final first and then to the final,"
Gurbaz added.Afghanistan have not won a
single T20I against India so far but the

jaw-dropping advertisement for Roger
Federer's latest documentary '"Twelve Final
Days'. The fans were reminded to watch the
documentary by displaying it on the iconic
Tower Bridge. The two towers displayed a
video of Federer rallying. One side showcased
the young Federer hitting the ball and the
other tower had the present Federer hitting it
right back. As the ball was moving back and
forth between the two towers, the
advertisement saw a large screen roll down.
The promo of Federer's documentary was
displayed, making for brilliant
marketing.Federer's documentary is set to be
released on June 20th, Thursday on OTT
platform Amazon Prime. The creativity was
notched up to a high level as this video created
abuzz on social media. Federer has possessed
the ability to turn heads with his brilliance at
the court and this time it was Amazon Prime
who nailed it with their creativity this time.

'"Twelve Final Days' documentary

Rashid Khan-led side will look to pose astiff  Federer had been a dominant force in tennis for

challenge to the opposition.

Michael Vaughan on fighting ‘awful

Former English cricketer
Michael Vaughan opened up on the mental
health struggles he has been battling for the
last nine months. One of England’s most
charismatic captains, Vaughan, talked about
the times when he had to resort to
medication after going into a slump due to a
stress-related illness. The 49-year-old
revealed the troubles he faced in his day-to-
day life and was ‘embarrassed’ to go out of
his home.Vaughan, who played 82 Tests, 86
ODIs and 2 T20Is, said that he would be
grateful if his revelation could help people
find their way out of mental trauma. The
veteran dropped a post on his social media
handle. He also thanked his doctor for
prescribing him the right medicines and
helping him survive through the tumultuous
times.

‘Hope I can help one or two people’

"Today I have spoken about the stress-related
illness I have been fighting for 9 months. I
don’t want sympathy as I was lucky enough
to see a specialist early to give me the best
medication. If this helps one person, it has
been worth it," Vaughan wrote on X.

"I’ll be honest with you; I was never going to
speak about it. But then I thought, “Wait a

Key for Ind

Kohli

«S0uth Africa skipper Aiden

Markram is wary of the threat
posed by the USA side and
claimed they weren't 'a small
team anymore.' USA shocked the
world when they defeated
Pakistan in the group stages of
the 120 World Cup 2024.a

New Delhi. Brian Lara feels that the Virat

Kohli-Rohit Sharma partnership firing at the
top would be key for India ahead of their
Super 8 clash against Afghanistan on June
20, Thursday. Kohli and Rohit have opened
the batting in India's all 3 matches but it has
failed to click. Kohli has scored just 5 runs

minute, there are probably quite a few
people who go through similar and stay
silent’. I don’t want this to appear as if 'm
after any sympathy, because I’'m not. I just
hope I can help one or two people,” Vaughan
told The Telegraph."There were loads of
times when [ wouldn’t go out, because [ was
embarrassed. Even climbing in and out of a
car was awful. I would try to walk over the
road to Starbucks, and I’d be hobbling.
Somebody would ask if T was OK. ‘Fine,’I’d
reply. ‘Justadodgy knee.”

stress-related illness: | was embarrassed

New Delhi.

«Kane Williamson may have announced
that he has decided to snub a central
contract from New Zealand cricket, but
expect the star batter to remain one of
the main players for the nation in
probably all formats of the game. Here's
how Williamson can continue to play for
New Zealand despite the contract snub.

‘Do not ever think you can’t get treated’
Vaughan, who last played international
cricket back in 2008, said that mental illness
isn’t a “visible injury’ but can pile up over
time, making life tougher for a person. He
reckoned that instead of concealing mental
health struggles, one should ask for help and
consult psychologists and psychiatrists.

"People always talk about mental illness being

the hardest to detect because it’s not a visible
injury; it is just something that happens
inside your mind. It’s similar to this illness.
Over time, it just builds up,3

nearly two decades before he decided to hang
up his racket in the Laver Cup 2022. It was an
emotional day for the tennis fans as the Swiss
great played for the last time. The
documentary will give insight into his final
days as a professional tennis player in the lead
up to the Laver Cup. The tennis community is
set to face a roller-coaster of emotions as the
days in the lead up to Federer's retirement are
set to be unravelled.The 20-time Grand Slam
champion Federer announced his decision to
retire from professional tennis after a
celebrated 25-year career spanning 1,500
matches. It was one of the most closely-
guarded retirements in sports history.

ederer revealed that him and his wife Mirika

Federer cried several times while watching
the documentary during its premiere. He also
suggested that watching the documentary
finally got him on terms with retirement.

ia will be to get Rohit Sharma-Viraf

partnership firing: Brian Lara

during this time and Rohit has failed to
make an impact after his fifty in the first
game against Ireland. Fans do feel it would
be best to put Kohli at No.3 and get in
Yashasvi Jaiswal to open along with
Rohit.Speaking to Star Sports before the
game, Lara felt that for putting a good
partnership in the Caribbean, getting 60-70
runs in the powerplay would be a great
start. The West Indies legend feels one of
Rohit or Kohli can afford to drop the
anchor, but it would depend on the match-
ups.

"I think there is all sorts of possibilities. They
are two very aggressive players. They're
two world class players. But sometimes, in
terms of putting together a partnership in the
Caribbean, you think well, you know 60-70
runs in the powerplay would be a great start.
I think one could afford to drop anchor, but it
all depends, you know, on match-ups. If you
feel that, as a batter, that you are better
equipped than the other player to do well
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against a bowler, then you do that. So I think
it's a conversation that has to happen in the
middle, and it doesn't necessarily mean that
they have to go from both ends," said Lara.
Rohit, Kohli form psychologically important
for Indialara continued by saying that
getting Kohli and Rohit into form is
psychologically important for India as both

players have an impact on the team.
He also commented that blasting
away wouldn't be a good thing in the
Caribbean."] think key for India is to
get this partnership firing because
they have such an effect on the team.
Obviously, India has played good
cricket. They have not lost a game in
the tournament so far, and they can
keep thinking positively."But you
know, I think psychologically they
would know how important both of
these players coming into form
quickly is for that. So, there are
different ways of going about it. I
don't feel blasting away in the Caribbean is
one of the things you know. You just need to
think about what you're doing and put a good
partnership on because you know more
often than not when you're playing
Afghanistan than you're thinking, When are
the spinners coming? Then the contest
begins," said Lara.
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“Khatron Ke Khilad: 14

Krishna

Shroft

Sustains Injuries While
Performing Stunt

eason 14 of the show Khatron Ke Khiladi has been makmg headlines lately
According to reports, the shoot is currently going on in Romania. Many stars
Z from the entertainment industry have participated in the show including Shalin
anot and Jackie Shroff’s daughter, Krishna Shroff. Known for her adventurous
s lifestyle, Krishna recently showcased her strength and flexibility by performing a
"\ | stunt in the show. However, while performing the stunt, she suffered a serious elbow
i injury.The show Khatron Ke Khiladi is known for its tough tasks and dangerous
ts. The show tests a person’s physicality level and mental endurance. As per the
reports, Aashish Mehrotra has also suffered an elbow injury. Aashish Mehrotra
shared a picture on his Instagram handle where the celebrity duo was seen
showmg off their scars. The picture went viral soon after it was posted The actor
ptloned the pictures, “Flexing bruises with this power hustler.”

_The photos were widely spread on various social media. One user commented,
e “Take care guys. I am eagerly Waltlng to see you and Krishna Shroff in the
‘hatron Ke Khiladi season 14,” while another user wrote, “Excited to see you
both on Khatron Ke Khiladi 14! All the best guys.” A third user commented,
“How you people are getting Injured? Please take proper care and win the
~ competition.” Several other users commented with heart and fire emoji to
W& extend their best wishes to the celebrlty duo.”Earlier, Shalin Bhanot also

- posted on Instagram about the injury he received while performing a stunt.
. According to a report by The Times of India, the actor was bitten by more
than 200 scorpions while performing a stunt. In the video, Bhanot’s
©appeared to be swollen and dislocated. The team of the show rushed with
k= medical help soon after the actor received the injury. Despite the severe
pain and discomfort, he interacted with the crew members with a smiling

face.

Anushka Sharma

Enjoys Art Session With Daughter Vamlka l o
Shares Aww-Dorable Photo Online »

nushka Sharma is spending some quality time with her daughter Vamika. On Tuesday, the actress took to her )
Instagram stories and shared a picture of her drawing session with her daughter. In the photo, a blackboard ﬁas )\ %

seen divided into two halves with Vamika and Anushka’s names written on it in Hindi. While Vamika also
made a cute attempt at drawing, Anushka also drew some beautiful flowers with chalk. This comes a couple
of days after Anushka also shared a sweet post for Virat Kohli on behalf of their children on the occasion
of Father’s Day. She shared a photo of a chart paper on Instagram which had two yellow footprints —
one large and one small. It also had “Happy Father’s Day” written on it in red paint. “How can one
person be so good at so many things! Baffling ..... ® we LOVE YOU @pvirat.kohli,” Anushka

wrote in the caption.Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli married in December 2017. The couple

welcomed their first child,

a baby girl in January 2021

and named her Vamika. “We

have lived together with

love, presence and gratitude as

¥l a way of life but this little one,

Vamika has taken it to a whole new

o level! Tears, laughter, worry, bliss —

emotions that have been

experienced in a span of minutes

sometimes,” Anushka had written on

¢ Instagram back then.

In February this year, Anushka and

Virat became parents once again when

they welcomed a baby boy. Later,

Anushka took to her Instagram handle

and revealed that they had named the boy

% Akaay. “With abundant happiness and
our hearts full of love, we are pleased to

inform everyone that on 15th February, we welcomed our baby boy Akaay and Vamika'’s little brother into this world!”

the couple announced.Meanwhile, on the work front, Anushka Sharma will next be seen in Chakda Xpress. Itisa biopic

on the life of cricketer Jhulan Goswami. The movie also marks her comeback to film after six years. She was last seen in
7 avn xvirith Qhah Dulh Than and Watrina W aif Tha nmnoamineg cnn vto Avanan vrill ha valancad Aan Natfliv awvravras ita
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Sunil Lahri DISAPPROVES Sai
Pallavi as Sita, Says Actress Doesn't

Have Beautiful Face ike the Goddess

amayan actor Sunil Lahri does not
approve of Sai Pallavi as Goddess Sita in
itesh Tiwari’s Ramayana. In a recent
interview, Sunil said Sai doesn’t have the
features of the Goddess. He described Sita as a
woman with ‘beautiful and perfect’ face.
However, Sunil confessed he doesn’t see that
perfection in Sai’s face. The South Indian star
will be making her Bollywood debut with the
Ranbir Kapoor-headlined film.“I don’t know
how she is as an actress, [ have never seen any
of her work. But, looks wise, I am honestly not
very convinced. In my mind, Sita has a very
beautiful and perfect looking face, and I don’t
think Sai’s face has that perfection,” Sunil told
Hindustan Times.“In Indian mindsets, all the
Devis are out of this world, it should be
extraordinary. I don’t know how they are going
to make this actress look that attractive that
Raavan would fall for her,” the 63-year-old
said.Sai is yet to react to the comments.
Meanwhile, last year, Pinkvilla reported that
Sai Pallavi is charging Rs 6 crore for her
portrayal of Goddess Sita. She has doubled her
reported fees of Rs 2.5 crore to Rs 3 crore for
the film.

Director Nitesh Tiwari began shooting for
Ramayana earlier this summer. Actress Akruti
Singh took to her Instagram stories and shared a
video from the film’s grand Ayodhya set in
Mumbeai. Later, photos of Lara Dutta and Arun
Govil from the sets have been
leaked.Following the leak, Nitesh took a drastic
step to combat these measures. According to a
report by India Today, director Nitesh Tiwari
was quite upset with the leak and thus, a “strict
no-phone policy has been imposed on the set”.
The director has also mandated that extra staff
and crew be off the set when the shooting
begins. As per the report, only required actors
and technicians can be on set.

Sharmin Segal ANSWERS
If She Was 'Arrogant’
With Heeramandi Co-Star
Aditi Rao Hydari: "My Co-

stars Have...

ver since the release of Heeramandi,

several videos of Sharmin Segal surfaced

on social media which left many
wondering if she was “arrogant” on sets with
her co-stars, especially Aditi Rao Hydari and
Sanjeeda Sheikh. Recently, Sharmin also
opened up about such allegations and
explained that her interview clips were “being
taken out of context.”harmin revealed that she
shared a “cordial” relationship with Aditi and
urged people to watch her full inteviews rather
than judging her based on 10-second edited
clips. “Some of my co-stars have spoken
graciously as to how these interviews were
taken out of context. I share a very cordial
equation with both Aditi and Sanjeeda. I wish
that people would not use 10-second out-of-
context clips to define the relationship I share
with them,” Sharmin told Zoom as quoted by
Indian Express.The clarification comes days
after Sharmin called Aditi a ‘school girl’ for
punctuality on sets. In a viral video on
Instagram, Sharmin talked about Aditi when
she said, “Aditi is a good school girl, please
understand that. Teacher will say you have to
submit your home work at this time and Aditi
will do exactly that and not one more word than
the word count limit. That is Aditi for you. So,
according to her everyone is late and she is on
time.” The actress was criticised for her
behaviour.

Meanwhile, Sharmin was also criticised for her
performance in the show. She played the role
of Alamzeb in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s
directorial. Recently, Sharmin was speaking
exclusively to Newsl8 Showsha when she
opened up about the trolling and said, “I had
given my all to Alamzeb’s character. We tend
to fixate on the negatives but there are so many
positives that have also come along, which we
don’t talk about. It’s perhaps not interesting
enough to talk about positives and we tend to
look over them to some degree.”“There was a
point when I was not looking at many things
[reviews] but then slowly, I realised that I was
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