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Baltimore bridge collapse: 8 Indian
crew members of cargo ship MV Dali
leave for India, 13 to stay back for
ongoing investigation

world. After nearly three months aboard the massive
cargo ship 'Dali', eight Indian crew members who were
involved in the vessel's collision with Baltimore bridge
in March departed for India on Friday.As per the
Baltimore Maritime Exchange, four of the 21 crew
members remained on the 984-foot cargo ship MV Dali,
which is slated to depart for Norfolk, Virginia on Friday
evening.Eight Indian crew members, including a cook, a
fitter, and seamen, have been allowed to leave the US
following a judge-approved deal, these individuals are
not officers.The remaining 13 crew members will stay in
the US due to ongoing investigations.The remaining
crew has been relocated to a service apartment in
Baltimore, where they will stay pending the completion
of an investigation.20 of the crew members were Indian
citizens and they were aboard the MV Dali Cargo when
it collided with the pillars of Baltimore's Francis Scott
Key Bridge, causing its collapse and the tragic loss of six
construction workers' lives.The ship owned by Grace
Ocean Private Ltd, MV Dali will undergo necessary

6 deaths reported in US's Phoenix this year as
temperatures soar to 115 degrees

Another 87 deaths are under

investigation for possible
heat-related causes through
last Saturday, public health
officials said in the most
recent weekly update to its
online heat surveillance
information.

Phoenix, At least six people have died from

around 110 degrees, but temperatures
should go back up next week.”Situated in
the Sonoran desert, Maricopa County saw
a stunning 645 heat-related deaths last
year, about 50% more than the 425
confirmed for 2022.Arizona Gov. Katie
Hobbs declared a state of emergency in
2023 after metro Phoenix experienced a
31-day streak of temperatures reaching at
least 110 degrees F (43.3 degrees
C).Maricopa County, the hottest big
metro area in the U.S., is among few
jurisdictions that provide regularly
updated data on heat-related deaths that
can be easily accessed by the public.

The Office of the Medical Examiner in
Pima County, home to Arizona’s second
most populous city of Tucson, this year
added a dashboard to track heat deaths

public health officials said in the most

repairs in Norfolk. It was en route from Baltimore to
Colombo with a capacity of 10,000 TEU and an onboard
load of 4,679 TEU. The vessel's deadweight is 116,851
DWT.Director of the Baltimore International Seafarers'
Center and chaplain for the Port of Baltimore Rev.
Joshua Messick told CNN that, "They're anxious, under
considerable stress considering they don't know the
future. They don't know when they'll see their family
again or how they'll be treated here."

As of now, no crew members have been charged in relation
to the disaster. The FBI and other federal agencies are
conducting investigations into the incident.

The Francis Scott Key Bridge, a 2.6km-long, four-lane
structure spanning the Patapsco River in Baltimore,
collapsed after being struck by the vessel Dali on March
26.

heat-related causes this year so far in
sizzling metro Phoenix, where the
temperatures this week hit 115 degrees
Fahrenheit (46 Celsius), the Maricopa
County Department of Public Health
reported this week.Another 87 deaths are
under investigation for possible heat-
related causes through last Saturday,

Namibian court junks colonial-era law
criminalising gay sex, upholds equality

recent weekly update to its online heat
surveillance information.Phoenix hit 115
degrees F (46 C) on Thursday and Friday,
making them the hottest days of 2024 up
to now.. The metro area continued to
swelter through an excessive heat
warning under a dome of high pressure,
with some moisture and a slight cooling

possible over the weekend.A heat wave
baked most of the United States on Friday,
with numerous areas expected to see
record-breaking temperatures.

“We might see a little rain over the next few

days because there is a 30% chance for
Phoenix,” said meteorologist Ryan
Worley of the National Weather Service.
”There could be a slight cool down to

there. So far this year, there have been at
least five heat-related deaths in Pima
County, plus three more in the rural
counties that contract with Pima for
forensic services.Last year in Pima
County there were 176 heat-related
deaths and another 51 such deaths in the
five additional rural counties that the
medical examiner handles.

Three killed, 10 injured in
shooting at grocery store in

US's Arkansas

US Supreme Court upholds ban on
domestic abusers possessing

firearms

world. The US Supreme Court upheld a federal law on
Friday that prohibits domestic abusers from possessing
firearms, reinforcing regulations intended to prevent
gun violence. This decision is the first on gun rights
since a significant 20222 ruling that loosened firearm
restrictions. Chief Justice John Roberts stated that
disarming individuals who pose credible threats ins
consistent with the Second Amendment.

"When an individual has been found by a court to pose a
credible threat to the physical safety of another, that
individual may be temporarily disarmed consistent
with the second amendment," Chief Justice John
Roberts wrote in the 8-1 opinion."Since the founding,
the nation's firearm laws have included regulations to
stop individuals who threaten physical harm to others
from misusing firearms. As applied to the facts of this
case, (the law) fits comfortably within this
tradition."The decision comes amid ongoing debates
over gun control in the United States, a country where
gun violence is prevalent and there are more firearms
than people. The Gun Violence Archive recorded over
40,000 deaths due to gun violence last year. Political
resistance often meets attempts to tighten gun control
measures.President Joe Biden welcomed the Supreme
Court's decision, highlighting his administration's
efforts to strengthen gun safety and combat gender-
based violence. He also expressed his commitment to
urging Congress to enact stricter gun control laws.

"As a result of today's ruling, survivors of domestic
violence and their families will still be able to count on
critical protections, just as they have for the past three
decades," he said in a statement.Biden added that he
was "firmly committed" to ending violence against
women and would push Congress for action to "stop the
epidemic of gun violence tearing our communities
apart."The 2022 Supreme Court decision allowed only
"reasonable" exceptions to the Second Amendment and
emphasized using historical precedents to regulate
firearms. This ruling left lower courts navigating
whether proposed gun restrictions fit within historical
firearms regulation traditions dating back to the late
18th and 19th centuries.In March, an ultraconservative
appeals court ruled that a federal law banning gun
ownership for people with domestic violence
restraining orders was unconstitutional due to a lack of
historical precedent.

During a case presentation last November, Solicitor
General Elizabeth Prelogar emphasized the dangers of
domestic abusers having access to firearms.

Fake elector case in Nevada
dismissed over venue question,
state attorney general vows appeal

LAS VEGAS. A Nevada judge dismissed an indictment
Friday against six Republicans accused of submitting
certificates to Congress falsely declaring Donald
Trump the winner of the state's 2020 presidential
election, potentially cutting from four to three the
number of states with criminal charges pending against
so-called fake electors.

Nevada Attorney General Aaron Ford stood after Clark
County District Court Judge Mary Kay Holthus ruled
that Las Vegas was the wrong venue for the case and
said he'll take the case to the state Supreme Court.

"The judge got it wrong and we'll be appealing
immediately," Ford, a Democrat, told reporters
afterward. He declined additional comment.

Windhoek. A court in Namibia on
Friday overturned and declared
unconstitutional a colonial-era law
criminalising gay sex between men
inavictory for LGBTQ campaigners
in the southern African nation.Three
judges in the High Court in the
capital, Windhoek, said in a joint
ruling that the law that banned
“sodomy” and ‘“‘unnatural sexual
offences” between men and dated
back to the time when Namibia was
ruled by apartheid-era South Africa
was unfair discrimination and
should be removed.The case against
the government was brought by a
gay Namibian man, Friedel Dausab,
in 2022. There are no laws
criminalising sexual activity
between women.Dausab argued that
the law was a legacy of Namibia’s
colonial history and was aimed at
punishing and excluding gay men. He
said in his court papers that although
people were rarely prosecuted under
the law, it stigmatised and marginalised
same-sex couples “by outlawing the

most private and intimate expressions
of their love and identity.” The

government opposed Dausab’s case.
The United Nations’ HIV/AIDS agency
said the ruling “marks a significant
victory for equality and human rights
for all Namibians and will help protect
the health of everyone.” The law had
“perpetuated an environment of

discrimination and fear, often

hindering access to essential
healthcare services” for members of
the LGBTQ community,
UNAIDS regional director for
southern and East Africa, Anne
Githuku-Shongwe said.
Amnesty International also
welcomed the decision and
said that Namibia had
experienced a fierce anti-
LOBTQ “backlash” in the past
year after a 2023 Supreme
Court decision that recognised
same-sex unions between
Namibian citizens performed
in other countries.In Africa, 31
countries criminalised same-
sex sexual activity at the start
of this year, according to
Amnesty. That includes Uganda’s
harsh new anti-gay law that was passed
last year and allows for the death
sentence in some cases.Zimbabwe’s
Gay and Lesbian Association said it
was heartened that the Namibian ruling
had upheld the principles of equality
and called on its own government to

An Indian-born billionaire Prakash Hinduja, 3 family members
get prison in Switzerland for exploiting domestic workers

GENEVA. An Indian-born billionaire
and three family members were
sentenced to prison on Friday for
exploiting domestic workers at their
lakeside villa in Switzerland by seizing
their passports, barring them from
going out and making them work up to
18 hours a day.A Swiss court dismissed
more serious charges of human
trafficking against 79-year-old tycoon
Prakash Hinduja; his wife, Kamal; son
Ajay and daughter-in-law Namrata on
the grounds that the workers
understood what they were getting into,
at least in part.The four received
between fourand 4 1/2 years in prison.

The workers were mostly illiterate
Indians who were paid not in Swiss
francs but in Indian rupees, deposited
in banks back home that they couldn't
access.Lawyers representing the
defendants said they would appeal.

Robert Assael, a lawyer for Kamal
Hinduja, said he was "relieved" that the
court threw out the trafficking charges
but called the sentence excessive.

Balkan countries hit b

«Montenegro's energy minister said
the shutdown was caused by a
sudden increase in power
consumption brought on by high

temperatures, and by the heat itself

"The health of our clients is very poor,
they are elderly people," he said,
explaining why the family was not in
court.He said Hinduja's 75-year-old
wife was in intensive care and the
family was with her.A fifth defendant -
Najib Ziazi, the family's business
manager - received an 18-month
suspended sentence.Last week, it
emerged in court that the family had
reached an undisclosed settlement
with the plaintiffs.Swiss authorities
have seized diamonds, rubies, a
platinum necklace and other jewelry
and assets in anticipation that they
could be used to pay for legal fees and
possible penalties.Along with three
brothers, Prakash Hinduja leads an
industrial conglomerate in sectors
including information technology,
media, power, real estate and health
care.Forbes magazine has put the
Hinduja family's net worth at some $20
billion.The family set up residence in
Switzerland in the 1980s, and Hinduja
was convicted in 2007 on similar

overloading systems. Power
distribution is linked across the
Balkans for transfers and trading.

Podgorica. A major power outage hit

charges.A separate tax case brought by
Swiss authorities is pending against
Hinduja, who obtained Swiss
citizenship in 2000.In this case, the
court said the four were guilty of
exploiting the workers and providing
unauthorised employment, giving
meager if any health benefits and
paying wages that were less than one-
tenth the pay for such jobs in
Switzerland.Prosecutors said workers
described a "climate of fear" instituted
by Kamal Hinduja.They were forced to
work with little or no vacation time,
and worked even later hours for
receptions.They slept in the basement,
sometimes on a mattress on the floor.

Hindujas file appeal against Swiss
court's jail term orderOn Friday the
Hindujas said they were "appalled" by
a Swiss court's ruling of jail terms for
some members in Geneva and that an
appeal has been filed in a higher court
challenging the verdict finding them
guilty of exploiting vulnerable
domestic workers.

Arkansas.A shooter opened fire Friday at a grocery
store in Arkansas, killing three people and
wounding 10 others, including two law
enforcement officers, police said. The suspect was
also wounded in a shootout with police, Arkansas
State Police Director Mike Hagar was quoted as
saying by news agency Reuters in its report.The
shooting occurred just after 11:30 a.m. at the Mad
Butcher grocery store in Fordyce, a city of about
3,200 people located 65 miles (104 kilometers)
south of Little Rock.Police identified the
suspected shooter as 44-year-old Travis Eugene
Posey of New Edinburg. He was taken to jail and
charged with three counts of capital murder, while
other charges are still pending. No court date had
been set, according to the inmate roster.A state
police spokesperson did not know if Posey had an
attorney, and the Ouachita County Sheriff’s
Office said ithad no information.

Neither the officers' nor Posey's injuries were life
threatening. The remaining injuries ranged from
“not life-threatening to extremely critical,” Hagar
said.Responding officers shot the suspected
shooter, whose injuries were not life-threatening,
Arkansas Department of Public Safety Director
Mike Hagar said at a news conference Friday. The
two officers that were shot sustained injuries that
were not life-threatening.

The remaining injuries ranged from “not life-
threatening to extremely critical,” Hagar said.

“It’s tragic, our hearts are broken,” he said.

It’s the latest mass shooting where grocery store is
its backdrop. A white supremacist in 2022 killed
10 Black people at a Buffalo supermarket. That
shooting came a little more than a year after one at
a Boulder, Colorado, supermarket, where 10
people were killed.Police did not immediately say
whether the shooting occurred inside or outside
the store. Hagar said they expected to release
more information later Friday evening.Video
posted on social media showed at least one person
lying in the parking lot, while another captured
multiple gunshots ringing out.Images from
reporters on the scene showed a slew of bullet
holes in the grocery store's window. In video
footage, local and state agencies could be seen
responding to the scene, with at least one medical
helicopter landing nearby.Arkansas Gov. Sarah
Huckabee Sanders said she had been briefed on
the shooting.“I am thankful to law enforcement
and first responders for their quick and heroic
action to save lives,” Sanders posted on the social
media platform X. “My prayers are with the
victims and all those impacted by this.”David
Rodriguez, 58, had stopped at his local gas station
in Fordyce to fill up his car when he heard what he
thought were fireworks from a nearby vendor’s
stand. We heard a few little pops,” he said.

He then saw people running from the Mad Butcher
grocery store into the parking lot, and one person
lying on the ground.

clear if this could have been the cause
of outages or in some way related to
them.The report cited unnamed
sources from the electric
transmission company CGES which,
it said, would need helicopters to
access the site.Albanian Energy
Minister Belinda Balluku said there
had been a breakdown in an
interconnector between Albania and
Greece and he had heard there had
been similar circumstances in
Montenegro and prts of Croatia and
Bosnia.A full investigation would
take time, but early analysis
suggested that "big volumes of
power in the transmission system at

y massive power outage as heat overloads system

Defense attorneys bluntly declared the case dead, saying
that to bring it now before another grand jury in another
venue such as Nevada's capital city of Carson City
would violate a three-year statute of limitations that
expired last December."They're done," said Margaret
McLetchie, attorney for Clark County Republican
party chairman Jesse Law, one of the defendants in the
case.

The judge called off trial, which had been scheduled for
January, for defendants also including state GOP
chairman Michael McDonald; national party
committee member Jim DeGraffenreid; national and
Douglas County committee member Shawn Meehan;
Storey County clerk Jim Hindle; and Eileen Rice, a
party member from the Lake Tahoe area. Each was
accused of offering a false instrument for filing and
uttering a forged instrument - felonies carrying a
penalty of up to four or five years in prison.

Montenegro, Bosnia, Albania and most of
Croatia's coast on Friday, disrupting
businesses, shutting down traffic lights
and leaving people sweltering without air
conditioning in the middle of a heatwave.

Montenegro's energy minister said the

shutdown was caused by a sudden
increase in power consumption brought
on by high temperatures, and by the heat
itself overloading systems. Power
distribution is linked across the Balkans
for transfers and trading.This was just
waiting to happen in this heat," Gentiana,
a 24-year-old student in Montenegro's
capital Podgorica, told Reuters.
Temperatures hit 40 degrees Celsius (104
degrees Fahrenheit) across the
southeastern European region.Electricity
and wifi networks went down from
around 1 p.m. (1100 GMT), officials and

social media users said. Suppliers in the
four countries said they started restoring
supply by mid-afternoon and power was
largely back by the evening.At the start of
the blackout, traffic light failures caused
gridlock in Bosnia's capital Sarajevo and
the cities of Banja Luka and Mostar,
Reuters reporters said.Many lost water in
Podgorica as pumps stopped working,
locals reported. Air conditioners shut
down and ice cream melted in tourist
shops.Cars also ground to a halt in the
Croatian coastal city of Split, state TV
HRT reported. Ambulance sirens rang out

® o

across the city, it added.The failure
occurred as a result of a heavy load on the
network, a sudden increase in power
consumption due to high temperature and
the high temperatures themselves,"

Montenegro's energy minister, Sasa
Muyjovic, said in a TV broadcast.Experts
were still trying to identify where the
malfunction originated, he added.

RISK REMAINS
Montenegro's Vijesti TV said a fire had

been spotted in a 400KW transmission
line in arugged area along the border with
Bosnia - though it was not immediately

the moment and very high
temperatures in record levels have
created this technical problem,”
Balluku added in a video
address.Power in Albania was
restored within half an hour, but the
country remained at a high risk of
further shutdowns as power usage and
heat levels were still high, he said.Shifts
in the region's energy supplies have put
strains on its transmission systems,
industry officials say.Western Balkan
nations have seen a boom in solar energy
investment, meant to ease a power crisis
that had threatened a shift away from
coal.But the infrastructure is not prepared
for new energy feeds, the president of
North Macedonia's Energy Regulatory
Commission and other industry figures
told Reuters in April last year.
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India Surpasses Pakistan in Nuke
Weapons: SIPRI Report

RNS: A recent assessment
by the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research In-
stitute (SIPRI) reveals that
India currently possesses
more nuclear weapons
than Pakistan. The report
highlights a notable ex-
pansion in China’s nuclear
arsenal, which increased
from 410 warheads in Jan-
uary 2023 to 500 in Janu-
ary 2024.

According to SIPRI, India
had 172 deployed war-
heads as of January 2024,
surpassing Pakistan’s
count of 170. The report
also indicates that all nine
nuclear-armed states—
the US, Russia, the UK,
France, China, India, Pa-
kistan, North Korea, and
Israel—continued to mod-
ernize their nuclear arse-
nals throughout 2023. This
modernization  includes

-

nuclear-armed or nuclear-
capable weapon systems.
As of January 2024, there
were approximately 9,585
warheads in military stock-
piles worldwide, ready for
potential use out of an
estimated total inventory
of 12,121. About 3,904 of
these warheads were de-
ployed with missiles and
aircraft, an increase of 60
from January 2023.

The remaining warheads
are held in central storage,
with around 2,100 of the
deployed warheads main-

tained on high operational
alert for ballistic missiles.
The report highlights that

Russia and the United
States hold the vast majori-
ty of nuclear warheads, to-
gether accounting for over
90% of the global total.

Despite the overall stabil-
ity in their stockpile sizes
in 2023, Russia deployed
approximately 36 more
warheads with active forc-
es compared to January
2023. For the first time,
China is also believed to
be keeping some warheads

the deployment of new

on high operational alert.
The study raises concerns
about decreased transpar-
ency regarding nuclear
forces in both Russia and
the United States follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.
This event has also sparked
debates about nuclear-
sharing arrangements.
Hans M. Kristensen, As-
sociate Senior Fellow with
SIPRI’s Weapons of Mass
Destruction  Programme
and Director of the Nucle-
ar Information Project at
the Federation of Ameri-
can Scientists (FAS) said
“China is expanding its
nuclear arsenal faster than
any other country.”
“However, nearly all of the
nuclear-armed states have
plans or significant initia-
tives to increase their nu-
clear forces,” he added.

Anuradha Singh becomes new Principal

of DAV Public School Sector-6

RNS I Bokaro:
Singh assumed the role of
Principal at DAV Public
School Sector-6 in Bokaro
Steel City on Saturday. A
Havan Yagya ceremony was
organized to mark the oc-
casion, which was attended
by the newly appointed
principal.

The event was graced by
A.R.O of Jharkhand Zone-
G, Mr. Vipin Rai, Vice
President of School Man-
agement Committee B.S.
Jaiswal, and Member of
School Management Com-
mittee Brahmadev Prasad.

Having served at DAV
Public School Hehal for 14
years, Anuradha Singh is
known for her discipline,

Anuradha

hard work, dynamism, and
experience. She expressed
her expectation of coopera-
tion from all the teachers
for the school’s advance-
ment under her guidance.
Anuradha Singh holds an
MA and B.Ed degree from
the Economics Depart-
ment. Before assuming her
new role, she familiarized
herself with all the depart-
ments and emphasized the
need for better organiza-
tion of activities through
a comprehensive action
plan. All the teachers of
the school were present at
the event, reflecting a posi-
tive outlook towards the
school’s future progress un-
der her leadership.

Surya Mandir Hosts Bhajan Sandhya on
Jyestha Purnima and World Music Day

RNS I Bokaro: Surya Mandir in Sector 4F, in Bokaro
STeel City hosted a Bhajan Sandhya event in ob-
servance of Jyestha Purnima, World Yoga Day, and
World Music Day on Friday evening,.

Senior musicians Shyam Kumar, Ramendra Narayan
Dubey, A Pandit, Arun Pathak, and Sunita Srivastava
performed devotional songs, filling the atmosphere
with a sense of reverence and devotion.

The event also featured Pt Shiv Poojan Mishra and Manoj Kumar Pandey accompanying on tabla,
enhancing the musical experience. Prior to the bhajan evening, a worship ceremony for Lord
Satyanarayan was conducted.

Among the attendees were CB Mishra of Bhaskar Sevak Samiti, priest Nishant Kumar Mishra,
Shankar Pandey, and Bipin Bihari Srivastava, among others.

DPS Chas Hosts Felicitation Ceremony for
Class X, XII Board Toppers

Bokaro: DPS Chas honored the hard work and ded-
ication of the All India Secondary School Examina-
tion (SSE) and All India Senior Secondary Certifi-
cate Examination (SSCE) Board (2023-24) toppers
by hosting a felicitation ceremony for 129 achievers
from 43 schools under the Dr. Radhakrishnan Sa-
hodaya School Complex.

Rajnish Kumar (IFS), Divisional Forest Officer,
Bokaro, graced the occasion as the chief guest. The ceremony was attended by President of
Sahodaya and Principal of DPS, Bokaro, Dr. A.S. Gangwar; Vice-president Anil Kumar Gupta
from Crescent Public School; Vice-president S. Chakraborty Guru from Govind Singh Public
School; and General Secretary Biswajit Patra from A.R.S. Public School. Other dignitaries
present included DSMS Secretary Suresh Kumar Agarwal and Headmistress Sudeshna Sinha.
The event commenced with a Rajasthani folk song, “Padhaaro Maare Desh,” followed by the
school song. This was followed by a mesmerizing cultural performance, including a dance of-
fering to Lord Ganesha, symbolizing a bright future for the achievers. The program proceeded
to the felicitation of the achievers, acknowledging their hard work and dedication.

In his address, the Chief Guest appreciated the students” and teachers’ hard work, encouraging
them to care for nature, respect their parents’ and teachers’ sacrifices, and stay focused on their
goals. He concluded with best wishes for their future endeavors.

Dr. Hemlata S Mohan, Chief Mentor of DPS Chas, wished the students success, emphasizing
the importance of hard work and divine blessings in achieving their goals.

Officiating Principal Deepali Bhuskute congratulated the achievers, urging them to explore
new interests and envision their future goals.
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Champua MLA Sanatan Mahakud Meets
Odisha Chief Minister

Gua: BJD MLA from Champua, Sanatan Ma-
hakud, visited Bhubaneswar to extend congratu-
lations to Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
on the formation of the BJP government in Odi-
sha and for being elected as Chief Minister of the
state.

During his meeting with the Chief Minister,
Sanatan Mahakud presented a five-page list of de-
mands outlining the collective aspirations of the
district.

The demands included the selection of a special
site for a Unitary University, construction of new and adequate buildings, opening of PG
courses in remaining subjects, and regular appointments of teaching and non-teaching staff.

Former ISRO Chief Appointed to Lead Reforms
for National Testing Agency

RNS I New Delhi: A high-
level expert committee was
formed by the Ministry of
Education in response to
ongoing concerns over the
management of India’s pre-
mier competitive exams,
UGC-NET and NEET-UG
on Saturday. This move aims
to ensure that the National
Testing Agency’s (NTA) ex-
aminations are transparent,
straightforward, and fair.
The seven-member commit-
tee will be led by Dr. K. Rad-
hakrishnan, former ISRO
chief, as stated by the Minis-
try of Education.

This decision follows the
cancellation of the UGC-
NET exam after its question
paper was discovered on the
dark web, raising substantial
debate about the examina-
tion process. Additionally,
reports of irregularities in
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for
medical school admissions
have intensified scrutiny on
the NTA.

The primary responsibilities
of the high-level committee
include reforming the exam-
ination procedure, enhanc-
ing data security standards,
and improving the NTA’
organization and operations.

The committee,

expected
to deliver its findings in ap-
proximately two months,
comprises notable experts:
Dr. Randeep Guleria, For-

mer Director of AIIMS
Delhi; Professor B. J. Rao,
Vice-Chancellor of Central
University of Hyderabad;
Professor Ramamurthy K.,
Emeritus Professor in the
Civil Engineering Depart-
ment of IIT Madras; Pankaj
Bansal, Board Member and
Co-founder of PeopleStrong;
Aditya Mittal, Faculty Mem-
ber of IIT Delhi and Dean
of Students; Govind Jaiswal,
Joint Secretary of the Minis-
try of Education, serving as
Member Secretary.

The committee’s main objec-
tive is to propose reforms to
the testing procedures. This
includes a comprehensive

review of the entire exami-
nation process and recom-
mendations to improve sys-
tem efficiency and security.
Additionally, the commit-
tee will conduct a thorough
analysis of the NTA’s proto-
cols and standard operating
procedures (SOPs), suggest-
ing enhancements and de-
veloping stringent compli-
ance monitoring systems.

A key focus will be on eval-
uating and improving the
NTAs current data security
measures, aiming to fortify
the system’s resilience and
protect against breaches.
This involves a detailed as-
sessment of existing secu-
rity mechanisms governing
paper-setting and other ex-
amination processes.
Furthermore, the committee
will review the NTAs man-
agement and organizational
structure to identify areas for
improvement.

This initiative marks a signif-
icant step toward ensuring
the integrity and reliability
of Indias competitive ex-
aminations, with the expert
committee poised to deliver
crucial ~ recommendations
for systemic improvement.

NTA Paper Leak Row:

Centre Removes NTA Chief
Subodh Kumar Singh

o g \ N - ) l 4
RNS I New Delhi: The Centre has dismissed Subodh Ku-
mar Singh, the chief of the National Testing Agency (NTA),
amid a massive controversy over alleged irregularities in
the NEET-UG and UGC-NET examinations.
Singh has been placed on “compulsory wait” in the Depart-
ment of Personnel and Training, while retired Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (IAS) officer Pradeep Singh Kharola
has been appointed as the new Director General of the NTA.
The NTA is responsible for conducting the NEET, UGC-
NET, CUET, and JEE (Main) exams.
Kharola, a 1985 batch IAS officer, has previously served as
the Civil Aviation Secretary.
This appointment comes amid widespread protests after it
was revealed that the NEET question paper had been leaked
in some states on the eve of the exam.
The NEET-PG 2024 exam, scheduled for June 23, has also
been postponed.
The NEET-UG results faced scrutiny after 67 candidates at-
tained perfect scores of 720/720. Further controversy arose
over the awarding of grace marks to more than 1,500 stu-
dents, leading to widespread protests and legal actions.
The Supreme Court has strongly criticised the NTA’s han-
dling of the situation.
Earlier this week, the NTA cancelled the UGC-NET exam,
citing its “compromised integrity” after the question paper,
taken by 900,000 candidates across 317 cities on June 18,
was found to have been leaked on the dark web.

Chandrapura Officers Club Marks
International Yoga Day

Woman Jumps to Death Off
4th Floor Terrace in Gaya

by Suresh Pd Nikhar
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Gaya: A 35-year-old woman allegedly died by suicide on Saturday afternoon by jumping
from the fourth floor of a Brinda apartment, flat no. 403, in the Gawalbigha locality. The
reasons behind her extreme step remain unknown, but it was revealed that the deceased
had been living with depression for the past year at her flat, along with her family, in-
cluding her husband and 4-year-old son, said Inspector Ravi Kumar of Rampur Police
Station.

Rampur police have registered a case and initiated investigations into the matter.
Inspector Ravi Kumar stated that the deceased was identified as Richa Seth, 35, a resi-
dent of the Gowalbigha area within the Rampur police station limits in Gaya.
According to reports, near the Gowalbigha turn of the Rampur police station area, Ri-
cha Seth, the wife of hardware businessman Rajan Seth, committed suicide by jumping
from the fourth floor of the apartment.

Upon receiving information about the incident, the police reached the scene and sent
the body for post-mortem. Rajan Seth informed that his wife had spoken to him in the
morning and he had asked her to make tea. She went to the kitchen to make tea, and
suddenly there was a loud noise of something falling outside.

Upon looking out of the window, he saw his wife’s body on the ground. He revealed that
his wife had been suffering from depression for a year and had attempted suicide four
times before.

Before committing suicide, she had cut the vein of her hand in the kitchen, which he
discovered after the incident. Rajan Seth also has a four-year-old son. The police are
investigating the entire matter, and the family members are inconsolable after the in-
cident.
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with Celebrations

Bokaro: On International Yoga Day, the Damodar Valley
Corporation (DVC) Officers Club at Chandrapura Thermal
Power Station (CTPS) hosted a comprehensive event fea-
turing yoga, discussions, meditation, and singing, which
concluded late Friday evening at Bokaro.

Senior General Manager and Project Head, Manoj Kumar
Thakur, addressed the gathering, emphasizing the impor-
tance of yoga for leading a prosperous life. “Yoga, discus-
sions, meditation, and music allow us to connect with the
vast creation,” he stated, praising yoga instructor Deepak
Kumar Mahato and vocalists Pramod Kumar and Anurag
Giri.

He highlighted that such programs contribute to psycholog-
ical fitness and enhance the ability to perform daily tasks.
Thakur urged attendees to incorporate regular yoga practice
into their routines to benefit their families, society, and in-
stitutions by maintaining physical and mental well-being.
His mother, Shailya Thakur, captivated the audience with
her religious singing during the event. Additionally, his
wife, Smt. Bhavya Thakur, spoke about the benefits of yoga
and encouraged daily practice.

The event was attended by several dignitaries, including
Senior General Manager of Human Resources DC Pandey,
General Manager Avijit Ghosh, Deputy General Manager
Sanjeev Kumar, Dilip Kumar, Mahavir Thakur.

Bangali Kalyan Samiti Delegation
Congratulates Dhullu Mahato,
Newly Elected Dhanbad MP
<Dk Bl —

RNS: Today, a delegation from the social organization Ban-
gali Kalyan Samiti of Dhanbad visited the residence of the
newly elected MP of Dhanbad, Shri Dhullu Mahato in Chi-
tahi, to extend their congratulations and best wishes. The
delegation congratulated him with a bouquet and a garland.
During the meeting, the MP expressed his gratitude to the
committee and assured them of his support on all occasions.
Despite his busy schedule, the MP welcomed the committee
delegation, which was appreciated.
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Bangladesh PM's Visit To India
Underlines Our Close Ties: S Jaishankar

PM Modi and Sheikh Hasina are scheduled to hold wide-ranging talks on Saturday during which both sides are
likely to ﬁrm up a raft of agreements providing for cooperation in several sectors.

region who attended the swearmg m
st e onisnon | NCP (SP) won't settle for less in assembly
seat-sharing, Sharad Pawar hints at party meet

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra B
Modi and his visiting Bangladeshi
counterpart Sheikh Hasina will hold
wide-ranging talks on Saturday to give a
new momentum to the bilateral
ties.Hours after Hasina began a two-day [

of ministers at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
June 9.Apart from holding bilateral
consultations with Modi, the visiting
leader is scheduled to call-on President

state visit to India, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met her and
discussed various bilateral
issues."Delighted to call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh |
this evening. Her State visit to India [
underlines our close and abiding ties.
Appreciate her guidance on the further
development of our special partnership,”
he said on X.Bangladesh is a key partner
and trusted neighbour of India and PM
Hasina's visit will give a major boost to the
"celebrated bilateral partnership",
external affairs ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.It is the first
incoming bilateral state visit by a foreign
leader after the formation of the new
government in India following the Lok

Pune: The NCP (SP) agreed to contest fewer
seats than its Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
allies during the Lok Sabha elections but

Sabha elections.he Bangladesh prime
minister was received at the airport by
Minister of State in the external afairs
ministry Kirti Vardhan Singh.PM Modi
and Sheikh Hasina are scheduled to hold
wide-ranging talks on Saturday during
which both sides are likely to firm up a raft
of agreements providing for cooperation
in several sectors.Hasina was among
seven top leaders from India's
neighbourhood and the Indian Ocean

"Picture Will Be Different In Assembly Polls": Sharad Pawar On Seat-Sharing

Droupadi Murmu and Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar.The talks between the
two prime ministers are expected to focus
on taking the bilateral ties to new heights,
said a source.The overall strategic ties
between India and Bangladesh have been
onan upswing in the last few years.
Bangladesh is an important partner for
India under its "Neighbourhood First"
policy and the cooperation extends to
areas of security, trade, commerce, energy,
connectivity, science and technology,
defence and maritime affairs among
others.The achievements in the
connectivity sector included the
inauguration of the Maitri Setu bridge
over river Feni in Tripura and the rollout of
the Chilahati-Haldibari rail link.

=\l

sharing talks.

PUNE: The NCP (SP) agreed to contest fewer
seats than its Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) allies
during the Lok Sabha elections but the
situation would be different in the assembly
polls, a party leader has quoted its supremo
Sharad Pawar as saying. Pawar held two
meetings here on Friday, one with the party's
functionaries from Pune city and district, and
another with its MLAs and newly-elected MPs.
City NCP (SP) chief Prashant Jagtap, who
attended the first meeting, said Pawar told the
gathering that the party contested fewer seats in
the Lok Sabha polls just to ensure that the
alliance with the Shiv Sena (UBT) and
Congress remained intact.

"He indicated that the picture in the assembly
polls will be different," said Jagtap.

The NCP (SP) chief also reviewed the situation
in assembly segments within the Pune,
Baramati, Maval and Shirur Lok Sabha

constituencies, he said.A party leader who
attended the second meeting said Pawar
exhorted the MPs and MLAS to be prepared for
the assembly elections.Meanwhile, state NCP
(SP) chief Jayant Patil told reporters that the
party had not yet decided how many seats it
would seek during the MVA seat-sharing talks.

As to the candidate for the Baramati assembly
seat, currently represented by Maharashtra
deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar, the head of
the rival NCP, Patil said Pawar senior would
take the decision.Anil Deshmukh, another
senior NCP (SP) leader, said to a question that
there was no "elder brother and younger
brother" in the MVA. "All are equl," he
said.There was a lot of nervousness among the
MLAs who are with the Ajit Pawar-led faction
post the Lok Sabha results, and some of them
were calling Patil and other NCP(SP) leaders,
Deshmukh claimed.

that the party had not yet decided how many
seats it would seek during the MVA seat-

As 2 engineers and a clerk are suspended
over NEET ‘leak’, Tejashwi says probe

agencies free to question my PA

Patna:As Bihar government suspended two engineers and a clerk on
Thursday for allotting a room in NHAI guest house to an accused in
NEET paper leak case allegedly on the request of RID leader Tejashwi
Yadav’s Personal Assistant, the former Deputy CM on Friday said that
the BJP was “politicising” the issue and that the investigators were free
to question his PA.Tejashwi accused the BJP of “politicising” the
matter, adding that the Economic Offences Unit (EOU), which is
probing the NEET case, had not talked about questioning his personal
assistant.On Thursday, Bihar Deputy CM Vijay Kumar Sinha told
reporters: “We have suspended superintending engineer Umesh Rai,
junior engineer Dharmendra Kumar Dharmkant, and clerk Pradeep
Kumar for allotting a room in the name of Sikander P Yadvendu for
May 4, a day before NEET-UG examination... Call details show that
Yadvendu had
first called up
Tejashwi’s

the situation would be different in the
assembly polls, a party leader has quoted
its supremo Sharad Pawar as saying.

Pawar held two meetings here on Friday, one
with the party's functionaries from Pune
city and district, and another with its
MLAs and newly-elected MPs.City NCP
(SP) chief Prashant Jagtap, who attended
the first meeting, said Pawar told the
gathering that the party contested fewer
seats in the Lok Sabha polls just to ensure
that the alliance with the Shiv Sena (UBT)
and Congress remained intact.

"He indicated that the picture in the assembly polls
will be different," said Jagtap.The NCP (SP)
chief also reviewed the situation in assembly
segments within the Pune, Baramati, Maval and

As to the candidate for the Baramati assembly
seat, currently represented by Maharashtra
deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar, the head of
the rival NCP, Patil said Pawar senior would
take the decision.Anil Deshmukh, another
senior NCP (SP) leader, said to a question
that ther was no "elder brother and younger
brother" in the MVA. "All are equal," he
said.There was a lot of nervousness among
the MLAs who are with the Ajit Pawar-led
faction post the Lok Sabha results, and some
of them were calling Patil and other
NCP(SP) leaders, Deshmukh claimed.

"Let's see what is to be done with them," he

added.While the NCP (SP) won eight Lok Sabha

seats out of the 10 it contested, the Ajit Pawar-led
faction won only one of the four seats it fought.

Shirur Lok Sabha constituencies, he said. A party
leader who attended the second meeting said
Pawar exhorted the MPs and MLAs to be
prepared for the assembly elections.Meanwhile,
state NCP (SP) chief Jayant Patil told reporters

Delhi HC blocks Kejriwal's release
on ED plea against bail order

NEW DELHI: Delhi high court on Friday
granted interim stay on a trial court order
giving bail to CM Arvind Kejriwal in an
alleged scam in the now-scrapped Delhi
Excise Policy 2021-22. ED had filed an
appeal on Friday morning, calling the trial
court order "perverse" and claiming that it did
not get a fair hearing.

The court also issued notice to Kejriwal on
ED's petition challenging the trial court's
order and listed the matter for July 10.A
vacation bench of Justice Sudhir Kumar Jain
reserved its order, saying the bail order would

documents filed by both sides, without giving
us an opportunity, the matter is decided. It is the
duty of a court to pass order in accordance with
law. Without going through documents, how
can you say it's relevant or not relevant?" said
the ASG.

In its petition, ED said the trial court judge did

not grant "full and complete opportunity” to the
agency to muster up all its arguments and told
the ASG to cut short his arguments and only
indicate the page numbers that ED wished to
rely upon. The judge also asked the ASG to
restrict his arguments to the points argued by

Personal Assistant
Pritam Kumar on
May 1. On May 4,
Pritam called up
clerk Pradeep
Kumar who
allotted a room to
Sikander after
informing the two
engineers.”
Pritam, a Bihar
Public Service
Commission
officer, was appointed as personal assistant to Tejashwi in August 2022
when he was the Deputy CM and continues to be in the same position
when the RJD leader is now Leader of Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly.

Tejashwi, who reacted for the first time following allegations against his
personal assistant, told reporters: “They (NDA) have the government
at the Centre and in Bihar. Investigation agencies are under them. They
are free to speak to his PA. But BJP is trying to politicise the matter as
EOU has not said anything like that.”RJD national spokesperson

Subodh Kumar Mehta said, “Rather than making insinuations against
our party, BJP should answer how a dubious charcter like Sikander
Yadavendu got the job of junior engineer during NDA regime in 2012
and how he was transferrred to urban development and housing
department in 2021 when NDA was in power.”

The ASG told the bench that he was not given
adequate opportunity by the trial court to oppose
the bail plea. "The court does not hear us, does
not look at the documents given by us, saying it's
voluminous. The court says bulky documents
have been filed. There can't be any more perverse

the bail applicant, ED claimed. "The learned
ASG on more than one occasion submitted that
the bail applicant's counsel has not argued the
case on merits and, therefore, it was incumbent
on ED to demonstrate the prosecution case," said
ED's petition, but the court stuck to its stance that
the arguments should be cut short.

remain stayed till the bench pronounced its
verdict. Meanwhile, counsel from both sides can
file written submissions by June 24.Additional
solicitor general (ASG) S V Raju appeared for
ED while Kejriwal was represented by senior
advocates Abhishek Manu Singhvi and Vikram
Chaudhri.

Amit Shah inuuguru’res 'Fast Track Immigration Trusted
Traveller Programme’ at Delhi 1G] ulrpor’r What it means

NEW DELHI: Union home minister Amit Shah
inaugurated the 'Fast Track Immigration
Trusted Traveller Programme' (FTI-TTP) at
Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport on
Friday. This initiative aims to revolutionize
the travel experience for Indian nationals and
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders
by making it faster, easier, and more
secure.The program is a step towards
modernizing India's immigration system and
improving travel efficiency for Indian citizens
and OCI cardholders.Key details of the
program 'Fast Track Immigration Trusted
Traveller Programme":bjective: The FTI-TTP
aims to streamline the immigration process for
pre-verified Indian nationals and OCI

order than this... Without going through

cardholders, enhancing travel convenience whichever comes first.Passport requirement:
and security.Eligibility: The program is open  Applicants must possess a passport with a
to Indian nationals and OCI cardholders who minimum validity of six months.
meet the specified criteria. Information verification: Providing a current
Application process: Applicants must apply residential address is mandatory to avoid
online, submit biometrics (fingerprints and application rejection, and false information or
facial image), and pay a non-refundable failure to capture biometrics can result in
processing fee of Rs 2,000 for adults, Rs 1,000  disqualification.Document submission:
for minors, or $100 for OCI Applicants need to upload a passport-sized
cardholders.Biometric registration: Biometric  photograph and scanned copies of relevant
data can be submitted at designated documents, including the passport's first and
international airports in India or the nearest lastpages and proofofaddress.
FRRO office, following a scheduled Processing fees: The processing fees are Rs
appointment.Membership validity: 2,000 for adult Indian nationals, Rs 1,000 for
Membership is valid for a maximum of five minors, and $100 for OCI (Overseas Citizen
years or until the passport's validity expires, ofIndia)cardholders.
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Need to shun the ‘had
apple’ theory

LAST year’s crash involving three trains in
Balasore, Odisha — which left 296 people dead
and more than 1,000 injured — was attributed to
human error. It was expected that this accident
would make the Railways review its systems of
operation and maintenance for enhancing safety,
and specifically for minimising the possibility of
accidents resulting from human error. That hope
seems to have been belied.On the morning of June
17, a goods train hit the stationary Kanchenjunga
Express in West Bengal’s New Jalpaiguri, leaving
10 dead and around 40 injured. Among those
killed were the driver of the goods train and the
guard of the express train. This accident, too, is
being blamed on human error.Even as the
Commissioner of Railway Safety’s statutory
inquiry is in progress, we can try to piece together
what happened from the information available in
the public domain. It is now known that automatic
signalling between Rangapani and Chatterhat
stations failed at 5.50 am on June 17 due to
lightning; this failure was communicated to the
Signal Department at 6.05 am. As the snag was
likely to be prolonged, the department, as per
General and Subsidiary Rules, should have
declared it as such, which would have changed
the mode of working from the automatic block
system to the absolute block system and perhaps
avoided the accident. It is not known yet why this
was not done.Consequently, the section contiued
to work as per automatic signal rules, which
authorise drivers to pass defective signals. Since
automatic territory rules were in force, the drivers
were required to follow the protocol for moving at
a speed not exceeding 15 kmph after stopping for
a minute at every red signal. Six trains followed
this protocol, including the Kanchenjunga
Express, but the container goods train did not do
so, which led to the mishap.If the goods train
driver had followed this instruction, he would
have avoided the collision. Clearly, the speed of
the goods train was well above 15 kmph. Loco
drivers’ spokespersons are suggesting that the
‘paper line clear’ (a ticket issueg to the %oco pilot)
may have been unnecessary as drivers are
allowed to cross red signals, whether defective or
not, at cautious speeds as the whole purpose of
automatic signalling is to squeeze as many trains
as close to each other as possible. According to
them, the “paper line clear’, if given, would have
implied a situation where the driver need not have
followed the normal protocol and proceeded at a
normal speed. Apparently, there is ambiguity in
the working rules of the new system of signalling
(the automatic system, opposed to the absolute
block system which permits only one train
between two stations). Inadequate understanding
of these rules among different categories of
staffers could also have been a factor.

Why is it so difficult to curb accidents attributable
to human error? Despite the efforts of the
Railways to bring in new technologies for
reducing human intervention, like the
indigenously developed automatic train
protection system Kavach — which prevents an
accident resulting from the human error of
passing a signal ‘at danger’ — the proportion of
accidents linked to human lapses continues to
hover around 50 per cent. If Kavach had been
installed on the section concerned, it would have
prevented the collision but could not have
stopped the driver from making a mistake. The
reason why it is so difficult to eliminate human
error is because this is not the basic cause of the
failure but a symptom of a deeper problem
plaguing the system. This is sometﬁing that the
Railways has yet to recognise. It looks at human
error through the prism of the ‘bad apple’ theory
— it believes that the system is basically safe but
for those few unreliable people in it who should
be identified and made an example of. Getting rid
of these people does not remove the problem
because it is systemic, and there are always others
to step into the shoes of the ‘bad apple’.To reduce
accidents put down to human error, the railway
top brass needs to recognise that identifying those
responsible for the accident should not be the
conclusion of the investigation but its starting
point. The management should ask itself what
factors led the employee to make the trade-off
between safety and other goals. And how much of
this could be the outcome of its own decisions.
After all, all levels of the organisation have to
negotiate multiple system goals, some of which
may put undue pressure on those directly
involved in running the train.

FOR many hawks in India, extreme right-wing Israel has
been the role model of a decisive and aspirational
religio-nationalist state. For them, the simplistic
framework of ‘my enemy’s enemy is my friend” works
subliminally in the spirit of majoritarianism.

Founding fathers of the ‘Idea of India’ were deeply
sympathetic to the suffering of Jews but were
simultaneously opposed to the forcible usurpation of
Arab lands, especially as Arabs were not responsible for
Jewish woes. Mahatma Gandhi had said, “Palestine
belongs to the Arab in the same sense that England
belongs to the English or France to the French. It is
wrong and inhuman to impose Jews on the Arabs. What
is going on in Palestine today cannot be justified by any
moral code of conduct.” Even foundationally, India was
partitioned between a nation based on religion
(Pakistan) and the other based on secularism and
inclusivity; hence, India could not make common cause
with yet another nation created in the name of religion
(Israel).Zionism’s’ aggressive ethno-nationalism
fascinated the Hindu Mahasabha, as both sides possibly
perceived a common enemy in the largest minority
denomination. This fascination overrode the inherent
contradiction of many Hindutva ideologues valourising
Hitler’s Nazis, a pathological anathema to Jews or any
right-thinking individual. But today, when the legacy of
the Mahatma itself is getting contested in India and the
alternative persuasion is dominating, the reverence for
the ‘Israeli way’ is understandable.This captivation
extends to the Israeli handling of the insurgency in
Palestine. There is a perceived ‘emulation worthiness’ of
the ‘Israeli way’ when contextualised to any societal
strife or disaffection in the Indian context. Hotspots such
as Manipur and Jammu & Kashmir seemingly need to be
handled with Israeli methods (a euphemism for the
‘scorched earth’ approach). However, history is
instructive — the Israeli style has been an unparallelled
disaster in handling societal discontent. Only countries
like India (in states like Mizoram and Punjab) or the UK

The high growth trajectory prompted several

THE Hardeep Singh Nijjar case continues to
define and undermine India-Canada relations,
with the Canadian Parliament marking the first
anniversary of his murder with a moment of
silence in the House of Commons on Tuesday.
The bilateral relationship has been in freefall
ever since Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau dropped a bombshell in September last
year, claiming that the alleged role of Indian
government agents in the Nijjar case was being
probed. The radical Sikh leader, who had been
designated a terrorist by India’s National
Investigation Agency, was shot dead outside a
gurdwara in Surrey, British Columbia, on June |
18 last year. New Delhi has been pressing
Ottawa to furnish concrete evidence of an
‘Indian hand’, even as the Canadian police have
arrested four Indian nationals in connection
with the killing.In a sharp response to the commemoration
of Nijjar’s death, India’s Consulate General in Vancouver

Inequality, joblessness a drag on India’s economic growth

It is the right time to recognise the gravity of problems such as unemployment, inequality of income and wealth, and environmental degradation.

CONSTRAINTS on India’s growth trajectory are not

allowing its economic potential to be fully realised.
Consequently, the economy has been recording growth
rates much below the potential rate for a period spanning
more than a decade since 2011-12, excluding the Covid
years (2020-21 and 2021-22).

In the first half of the 20th century, the gross domestic

product (GDP) of India grew at a rate of around 1 per
cent, which was matched by the growth rate of the
population, keeping the per capita income constant and
very low. For three decades (1950-51 to
1980-81), the GDP grew at an average
annual rate of 3.5 per cent, while the
population grew at an annual rate of 2 per
cent or more, marking slow growth in the
per capita income. But the 1980s observed a
jump in the annual GDP growth rate from &
3.5 per cent to 5.5 per cent, recording a |}
period of accelerated growth rate. The
1990s brought a breakthrough in the form of
economic reforms that unlocked the growth
potential. The economy recorded a growth
rate of 8 per cent or above for nearly eight
years between 2003-04 and 2010-11.

economists to work out the potential growth
rate of the economy. Dani Rodrik and
Arvind Subramanian (2004) projected a
potential growth rate of above 7 per cent up
to 2025. Tushar Poddar and Eva Yi (2007)
predicted a potential growth rate of above 8
per cent until 2020. C Rangarajan and DK
Srivastava (2017) estimated it to be 8 per
cent to 8.1 per cent up to 2029-30. These
estimates indicate that the Indian economy
has the potential to grow by around 8 per cent for the
medium and the long period. But this potential growth
rate could be achieved for only eight years between 2003
and 2010-11.Although the government claims that India
can become a $25-trillion economy by 2047, it seems to
ignore the fact that the economy continues to perform
below its potential level. This is why efforts have not
been made to identify the reasons behind the trend. This
needs to be understood so that India is able to march
towards becoming a developed country.The post-2010-
11 period has thrown enough statistical evidence about
the constraints that the economy is facing in achieving
the potential growth rate. The most formidable challenge
is created by the burgeoning unemployment in the
country. The recent periodic labour force surveys have
brought out that the country had the highest
unemployment rate in the last 40 years in 2022 at 6.4 per
cent, excluding the Covid years. This is due to the fact

Canada pursuing a perilous course

that country had jobless growth during 2003-04 and job-
loss growth after 2012-13. The workforce being released
from agriculture because of mechanisation is not being
absorbed in industrial or service sectors. The quality of
employment has also deteriorated with the replacement
ofregular jobs with contractual ones.

This has contributed to making the agrarian crisis serious,

and, consequently, rural unrest in India has grown.
Agriculture, which employs more than 44 per cent of the
total workforce, is facing a crisis of survival for 84 per

cent of the peasants. Unfortunately, the country has no
employment policy in place. The youth unemployment is
alarming at 22.84 per cent at the country level, but in
certain states like Punjab and Kerala, it was nearing 30
per centin 2022. This is why the youth of this country are
racing to immigrate, even to conflict zones like eastern
Europe and West Asia. Without providing employment
to youth, the country cannot take advantage of the
demographic dividend of the young population.

Another constraint has been created by the fast-widening

income and wealth inequality. Less than 1 per cent of the
individuals are able to corner more than 40 per cent of the
national income while 50 per cent of the population has
just 13.1 per cent of income. The wealth distribution is
even more skewed than income distribution. The 50 per
cent low-income population has only 5.9 per cent share
in the national wealth, while the top 1 per cent of the
population has a 40.5 per cent share. The middle class,

The Nijjar factor

evoked memories of the June 23, 1985, Kanishka
bombing, while asserting that India stood at the forefront
of countering the menace of terrorism and was working

The misplaced fixation with Israeli belligerence
India must separate the wheat from the chaff and seek guidance from its own winning ways of ending societal disaffection.

(in Ireland) were able to end secessionist movements
with means that were decidedly ‘un-Israeli’ in
approach.ndia and the UK had deployed militaristic
steel in the conflict region but had in parallel invested in
the spirit of political
accommodation and inclusivity,
allaying concerns of disgruntled
citizens. These countries had
signed accords (Punjab Accord,
1985; Mizoram Peace Accord,
1986; Good Friday Agreement,
1998) and patiently agreed to
honour genuine grievances. It
wasn’t an immediate return to
normalcy, but the sincerity of
outreach, socio-economic
redressal and persistent
engagement (despite many violent
disruptions and missteps) finally
won the day for India and the UK.

The Palestine-Israel violence has
been continuing for decades. On
October 7 last year, Hamas carried
out a brutal terror attack, killing
over 1,400 Israelis, and then the
Israelis retaliated
disproportionately by butchering
over 36,000 Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip. The Palestinian death
count is increasing by the day.
Beyond the unending blame game,
the truth is that Israel has failed to guarantee security and
peace despite its fabled ‘Israeli way’ — both sides have
not beenmore polarised, hate-filled and vengeful in 78
years.

Perception of the hyper-muscular Israeli methods is
flawed, as Israeli history has witnessed many
ideological differences. The principal Israeli party
(Labour) once ruled the roost, with all Prime Ministers

till 1977 owing allegiance to its movement, albeit under
different names. Labour is predicated on an approach
based on Israel-Palestine peace talks, pragmatism in
foreign policy, welfare statism, and even relative

moderation — whereas the ruling Likud party is
aggressive to the point of being predatory, proudly anti-

peace, against a two-state solution and
exclusivist/majoritarian in instinct. PM Benjamin
Netanyahu personifies Likud and the ‘Israeli way’
phenomenon by insisting that Israel is “not a state of all
its citizens”, implicitly denying dignity to native Arab
Palestinians, with whom the Oslo Peace Agreements
were signed in 1993 and 1995. The agreements were

which expanded very fast in the initial years of post-
reforms period, has been facing a squeeze now under the
fast-rising cost of private education and healthcare at
corporate hospitals. The working poor are in a dire
situation and deprived of quality education and
affordable healthcare. The government’s commitment to
providing free food to 80 crore people is indicative of the
alarming state of economic affairs. This is going to create
a crisis of underconsumption and inadequacy of demand
that may push the economy towards a slowdown.
he fiscal and monetary policy has
contributed to widening gaps in
income and wealth distribution.
The major burden of taxation falls
on common people via the GST,
while corporate income taxes have
been lowered from 35 per cent to
25 per cent. Business companies
have been given huge subsidies in
the name of incentives. When
corporates are not willing to share
their prosperity even with their
employees, how can one expect
them to share it with common
people, as borne out by a lack of
adherence to the corporate social
responsibility norms? A crude
depiction of this was observed in
the Covid period, when
companies refused to pay their
workers during the lockdown.
And they were forced to trek
hundreds of kilometres to their
villages in UP and Bihar. Several
among them died on the way back
home.

Along with burgeoning unemployment and widening

income and wealth inequality, the problems related to
climate change have been fast emerging on the scene.
Unseasonal rainfalls and floods have been common. This
is accompanied by a rise in the temperature amid a
heatwave with an acute shortage of water, both for
drinking and irrigation. No one is serious enough to
prepare a roadmap to deal with pollution and water
scarcity. This can create a crisis with ramifications for
agriculture production activities in the severely affected
areas.It is the right time to recognise the gravity of
problems such as unemployment (especially among the
youth), inequality of income and wealth, and
environmental degradation. The lack of proper attention
to these issues would result in major constraints on the
growth of the economy, and the projected targets would
prove to be amere mirage for the country.

closely with all nations to tackle this global
threat. The message to Canada was crystal
clear: don’t give pro-Khalistan elements a
platform to target India.

After his recent meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Italy, Trudeau said that
there was an ‘alignment’ between the two
nations on several ‘big issues’ and he saw an
opportunity to engage with the new Indian
government. This was seen as a significant
step forward. However, the Canadian PM
has taken two steps backwards by letting
domestic political considerations worsen his
country’s relationship with an old ally. This
is a perilous course being pursued by the
Canadian government. The relentless
appeasement of radicals will not only do
irreparable damage to India-Canada ties but

also put a question mark over the Maple Country’s

commitment to fighting terrorism and extremism.

signed during the rule of Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin of

the Labour Party. Rabin was later assassinated by a

radicalised Jew. The dovish Rabin was formerly a

decorated General of the Isracli Defence Forces (IDF),
which had won wars and conducted
daring operations, yet he represented a
moderate, restorative and statesmanlike
face of Israeli politics.

The principal Opposition leader now is
Benny Gantz, yet another retired General
of the IDF and no longer part of the
National Unity Government (formed after
the October 7 attack). He, too, personally
and politically, eschews and disavows the
failed ‘Israeli way’ of Netanyahu. Though
Israel is still in the war mode and angry at
the Hamas attack, there is a huge
groundswell about the failed policies and
consequences of Netanyahu’s
counterproductive belligerence that
created a tinderbox-like situation and led
to endless bloodshed. Israel was at its
most peaceful (relatively speaking) after
the signing of the Oslo Accords.

Seeds of the Israeli template were sown by
the hawkish and warmongering Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon, initially from
Likud (he later formed the Kadima party),
who earned notoriety as the ‘Butcher of
Beirut’. The Human Rights Watch

recognises him as a war criminal; Netanyahu has only
worsened that construct of ‘muscular’ politics that
seems very impressive in the beginning but comes at a
very heavy price in the long run. India must separate the
wheat from the chaff and seek guidance from its own
winning ways of ending societal disaffection, as
opposed to getting galvanised by failed and vacuous
muscularity of the ‘Israeli way’, as there is no bravery,
morality or constitutionality involved init.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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‘Misunderstood’ Gautam Gambhir’s
desire to win is unbelievable, says R
Ashwin

Veteran spinner Ravichandran Ashwin praised

My goal is the UFC title: Sergei Pavlovich on

Gautam Gambhir, the leading candidate to
succeed Rahul Dravid as India's head coach,
describing him as a "fighter" and hailing his
desire to win as unbelievable. Speaking at
the launch of his book, I Have the Streets - A
Kutti Cricket Story, Ashwin reminisced
about his interactions with Gambhir during
his first full Test series for India against New
Zealand in 2012. "I was playing my first full
series. [ only carried drinks during the first
two years before the World Cup in 2011.
Gautam gave me a lot of confidence at the
beginning of my career. I was not used to
someone beyond my state (Tamil Nadu)
giving me that sort of confidence," Ashwin
revealed.Gautam Gambhir is the
frontrunner to replace Rahul Dravid as the
head coach of the Indian men's cricket team,
with Dravid's tenure ending in June.
Gambhir recently attended an interview
conducted by the BCCI Cricket Advisory
Committee for the coveted position. The
other candidates interviewed included WV
Raman and an overseas contender.The 37-
year-old spinner emphasised that Gambhir, a
former Indian opener, is often
misunderstood due to his candid nature.
"Gautam Gambhir is a very misunderstood
person. It's all about perception. He is a
fighter. The biggest issue with many of us is
that we give hero status to someone in our
mind and forget about everyone else. This is
a sport, not a movie narrative. There are no
heroes and villains. Gambhir is a competitor.
His desire and hunger to win is unbelievable.
I have massive respect for him," Ashwin
addedGambhir is anticipated to secure the
head coach role ahead of WV Raman, with
the BCCI expected to announce their
decision soon. However, Gambhir might
officially assume the position in mid-July
when India travels to Sri Lanka for a limited-
overs series. In the interim, VVS Laxman,
the director of the National Cricket
Academy, is likely to accompany the team as
head coach for the tour of Zimbabwe, which
follows the T20 World Cup, according to
PTL

Afghanistan players turn chefs in
West Indies after unavailability
of halal meat in team hotel

New Delhi The Afghanistan players had to
don the chef's hat after the unavailability of
halal meat at their team hotel in Barbados,
West Indies. The absence of halal meat, a
compulsory component in their dietary
requirements, left them with no choice but to
cook themselves or go out and eat. The
Afghanistan team that was accustomed to the
brilliant hospitality offered in India, found
themselves facing a different situation in the
Caribbean island. In order to address the
issue, the players took it upon themselves to
resolve the issue.After experiencing
marvellous hospitality in the ODI World Cup
2023 in India, the Afghans landed in the West
Indies for the T20 World Cup 2024.
However, there was uncertainty around the
meat available in the Bridgetown hotel being
halal or not. The halal meat is available in the
Caribbean island, but it is not certain if all the
hotels and restaurants have it on their
menu."Halal meat is not available in our
hotel. Sometimes we cook on our own, or
sometimes we go out. In the last World Cup
In India, everything was perfect. Halal beefis
an issue here."We had it in St. Lucia but it is
not there at all venues. A friend arranged it for
us, and we cooked on our own," a player told
PTIL.The scheduling of Super 8s in the T20
World Cup 2024 has been quite intense with
teams playing three games in three different
countries. It has been a logistical nightmare
with one day of travel in between must-win
matches.

'Fear of failure and...": Former New
Lealand cricketer [an Smith
analyzes Indian cricket team's
struggle to win ICC trophy

NEW DELHI. Former New Zealand cricketer
Ian Smith believes that the Indian cricket
team's inability to clinch major titles stems
from a deep-rooted fear of failure. Despite
their immense talent and skill, Team India
has not secured a ICC trophy since 2013,
leaving fans and experts perplexed.

Smith empathized with the team,
acknowledging the immense pressure they
face. According to him, fear of failure is a
significant factor in sports, especially in
cricket. He highlighted the unique burden
that the Indian team carries, playing under
the weight of unparalleled expectations.

Alexander Volkov flgh’r and Jon Jones

NEW DELHI. When Sergei Pavlovich went
into his fight for the UFC Interim
Heavyweight title against Tom Aspinall, he
had the world at his feet. A six-fight winning
streak that saw him finish off opponents well
within the first round and score impressive
wins over the likes of Derrick Lewis and
Curtis Blaydes. However, UFC 295 was a
reality check for the Russian star as he faced
defeat in the first round to Aspinall.The
Russian decided to lay low and work back to
get into his rthythm and work back towards
his goal. The UFC Heavyweight title.
Pavlovic, in an exclusive interaction with
India Today, opened up on the loss to
Aspinall and said for him, it is all about
moving forward and preparing well for the
fight, irrespective of the final outcome."You
know, for every fight I prepare to the fullest.
It doesn't matter if I win or lose. It's just every
fight is very important for me. What's
important for me is to just keep moving
forward and do my work. Prepare and make
sure that I've done everything to be able to
catch the victory," said Pavlovich.

So why the Volkov fight?

At the Kingdom Arena in Saudi Arabia,

Pavlovich will now face Alexander Volkov
in the co-main event of UFC Saudi Arabia, a
fight that caught everyone by surprise. Both

men used to train together and it is a rarity
that people who know each other fight it out
in the UFC. Pavlovich did say that they were
just acquaintances and not 'friends' as many
perceived them to be.The Russian would
then reveal that he was initially uninterested
in fighting Volkov, someone below him in
the rankings. The 32-year-old further
commented that he didn't want to fight
somebody down the rankings but wasn't
ready to appear like someone who turns
down fights."First of all, I have to tell you
that I'm completely uninterested in this fight.
I was uninterested in this fight because I'm
higher than he is in the rankings. And so, I
didn't really want to have to fight down. But,
you know, it doesn't work like that. Because
if they sign the contract and I don't, that
means I'm quote-unquote not accepting the
fight.""And that's not how UFC works. You
know, it can be one fighter that always
accepts all the fights and the other fighter
that turns it down. So, if both fighters aren't
interested in the fight, then both fighters
should not sign the contract. Now, if [ know
that he has gone ahead and signed the
contract, the only thing that I have left is to
sign the contract and accept the fight as well,

because I'm not going to be the one who turns

down fights," said Pavlovich.Pavlovich also
said he would try to go get a quick exciting
finish against Volkov."We'll try and make
sure to get the finish. Uh, like I said before,
you can never plan for a knockout. It comes
spontaneously. It just happens. Of course.
We're gonna try and show a a quick, exciting
finish. That's the goal," said Pavlovich.

Abitof trash talk?

A striking feature about Pavlovich and his
build toward fights is the fact he stays away
from trash-talking. Most of the UFC fights
see opponents have some verbal punches
thrown at each other before the actual one
inside the octagon.So will we see Pavlovich
do some trash-talking? The Russian joked

Rovman Powell credits Roston Chase and
Shai Hope for WI's thumping win vs USA

NEW DELHI. Rovman Powell credited
Roston Chase and Shai Hope for a
commanding win for West Indies against
the USA. In the clash of the co-hosts of the
T20 World Cup 2024, West Indies emerged
victorious by 9 wickets against the USA at
the Daren Sammy National Cricket
Stadium in St Lucia on June 22, Saturday.
Roston Chase was adjudged as the Player
of the Match for his figures of 4-0-19-3,
which are also his career-best figures in
T20Is. His brilliant bowling spell was
followed by a scintillating batting display
by Shai Hope, who remained unbeaten on
89.Chase dominated the middle overs with
his 3-wicket spell as he ran through USA's
middle order. He played a crucial role
alongside Andre Russell and Alzarri
Josheph, who picked three and two wickets
respectively. The collective bowling effort
helped West Indies restrict USA to 128 runs.
Hope went all guns blazing right from the

start and played a blistering knock of 89*
runs from just 39 balls. He struck over 210
runs as his knock included 8 fours and 4
fours.Powell praised Chase's spell and
mentioned that Hope was hungry to putup a
big show. He thanked the crowd for their
support and reckoned that the game against
South Africa would be a cracker.

"It's very special, Kensington brings back

special memories for us. We had a great

opportunity to come out and play some
good cricket. (On Roston Chase) He plays
really well, plays a role very well. Keeps
things tight. On a good surface, he bowled
really well," Powell told the broadcasters
after West Indies' win against the USA.
WIvs USA: Match Report | Highlights
Chase and Hope's contribution
"(On Shai Hope) He's been fantastic, he gota
chance against Afghanistan but was
dropped next game against England in St
Lucia because of the combination.
However, he was hungry for a good
performance. It (WI vs South Africa) should
be a top game, we are up for the fight. We got
a full house here to support us, that's all we
can ask for," Powell added. West Indies next
encounter against South Africa could be a
virtual quarter-final. However, their
commanding win over the USA gave them a
huge shot in the arm as their net-run-rate
received amassive boost.

Andy Murray to undergo back surgery
after Queen's, uncertain for Wimbledon

«Andy Murray is set to undergo

back surgery after retiring
midway from his second-round
match in the Queen's Club
Championships. Murray is
looking to get fit hefore
Wimbledon 2024.

NEW DELHI. Andy Murray, the celebrated
British tennis player, is set to undergo a back
procedure after an injury compelled him to
retire from his second-round match at the
Queen's Club Championships. This news
was confirmed by his management team on
Friday.

The 3-time Grand Slam champion had to exit

the London tournament after falling behind
4-1 in the first set against Australian player
Jordan Thompson on Wednesday. The
injury, which forced his withdrawal, marks
yet another setback in Murray's storied

career, one that has been fraught with
physical challenges.Murray's decision to
undergo a back procedure highlights the
severity of his condition and underscores his
commitment to returning to peak form. Fans
and fellow players alike will be eagerly
monitoring his recovery progress, hoping
for a swift and successful return to the
court.Andy is having a procedure on his
back tomorrow. (Saturday) We will know
more after this has taken place and will

update further as soon as possible," a
statement to British media said.

The Guardian has revealed that Murray is set

to undergo surgery. The renowned Scottish
tennis star, who has secured two Olympic
gold medals, mentioned earlier this year that
continuing his career beyond this season
seems unlikely. As Wimbledon quickly
approaches, Murray faces a time crunch to
regain his form and fitness for the
prestigious event.

Andy Murray racing against time
At 37, Murray has suggested that retiring from

professional tennis, either at this year's
Wimbledon or the Paris Olympics, could
mark a fitting end to his illustrious career.
Wimbledon, a centrepiece in the tennis
calendar, will take place from July 1 to 14.
Conversely, the tennis events at the Paris
Olympics are slated to begin shortly after,
on July 27.This parallel timeline puts
immense pressure on Murray, who must not
only heal but also achieve peak
performance. His possible retirement adds
an emotional layer, as fans and fellow
athletes brace to potentially witness the
concluding chapters of a spectacular career
that has inspired numerous young talents.

maybe he should at first but then said it
all comes down to his inner feelings
going into a fight. Pavlovich claimed
that sets his path as a fighter and guides
him on in his MMA career."You know,
great idea. Maybe I should start some
trash talk. No, I'm kidding. Of course,
but you know it's kind of an inner
feeling. You know what? We as
fighters, how we feel inside is how we
lay our path to where we want to go in
this career. So I think that this is just
how I am. This is what's guiding
me."Pavlovich, however, isn't averse to the
idea of a bit of trash talk, but within the limits
and not saying anything outrageous."But,
you know what? Maybe a little bit I should
start saying some things, you know, of
course, keeping myself to the limit, not
saying anything outrageous. But just to do a
little more, you know, promotion," said
Pavlovich.

Fighting Jon Jones?
Jon Jones' return has been a much-talked-

about topic in the UFC Heavyweight
division. Many feel Jones is ducking premier
stars like Aspinall and Pavlovich and angling
toward a fight that is better for him.

Roston Chase's roller-coaster

ride: From almost missing team

bus to winning match for WI

New Delhi. Roston Chase described his roller-

coaster of a day from almost missing his team
bus to winning the match for West Indies. The
hosts West Indies registered a convincing win
by 9 wickets against the USA at the Daren
Sammy National Cricket Stadium in St Lucia
on June 22, Saturday. Chase was adjudged as
the Player of the Match for his figures of 4-0-
19-3 against the USA. The West Indies spinner
registered his best figures in the T20Is and
played a crucial role in restricting the USA to
128 runs.Chase picked wicket on his very first
ball to dismiss USA captain Aaron Jones for
just 11 runs. He struck yet again with the
wicket of the dangerous Corey Anderson. He
also dismissed Harmeet Singh to put West
Indies on the front foot. He was supported well
by Andre Russell and Alzarri Joseph, who
picked three and two wickets respectively.
Chase ran through the middle-order with three
wickets and the USA couldn't really recover
from that damage.Chase revealed how he was

not having the best of days and managed to
turn it around, that too in front of his family
and friends.

My best figures, to do itat home is a great feeling

with all my friends and family watching. We
spoke about it in the team meeting that it's our
job as spinners to restrict them if they go well
in the powerplay. Today I wasn't having the
best of days, I almost missed the bus. Great
place to play cricket here, it's a great stadium
and the fans are always around. Our is to go
and win this World Cup, we need to beat
anyone in front of us," Chase told the
broadcasters after the match.

Roston Chase wins Player of the Match
Thumping win for West Indies
West Indies gave a reality check to the USA

team after they were in dreamland. Shai Hope
started off the proceedings on an aggressive
note as he remained unbeaten at 82 runs from
just 39 balls. He was supported well by
Nicholas Pooran who scored 27 runs from 12
balls. West Indies managed to complete the
chase withing 10.5 overs. They gave their net-
run-rate a big boost in the lead-up to the semi-
finals of the T20 World Cup 2024.

120 World Cup Group 2 Semi-final qualification
scenario: 3-way race in heated battle

w120 World Cup 2024: Jos Buttler's

England, Aiden Markram's South Africa

but they need more work to do for a spot in
the semi-final. West Indies lost to England in
their first Super 8 match, but made a
stupendous comeback to beat the United

rate. West Indies had a terrible net
run rate of -1.343, which they
improved after their huge win over
the USA.

T20 World Cup Schedule | Points Table | Stats

Smith also noted that no other team faces as
much pressure, with the desire to win every
game palpable among the huge fans.

"Fear of failure is a massive thing in sport.

States by 9 wickets at the Kensington Oval in
Bridgetown, Barbados.
USA vs WI, T20 World Cup, Highlights
England, on the other hand, made a thunderous
start against the West Indies. However, after

and Rovman Powell's West Indies are
involved in a 3-way race to hook spots
in the semi-final of the multi-nation

England scenario

For England, the scenario is a little
complicated as of now. A win alone
against the United States would not

Pressure is a big thing. Being able to handle
the big occasion. I mean, I don't think any
team in the world, or cricket in particular,

event.

facing defeat at the hands of the Proteas, they
are sitting third in the points table. The USA
are all but out of the competition, although

be enough for them to qualify for the
semis. First and foremost, they need
to beat the USA and also try and

NEW DELHI. The race for spots in the semi-
final of the T20 World Cup 2024 is heating
up big time. In Group 2 of the Super 8, only 2
matches remain, but neither a team has
qualified nor has any team been knocked out

improve their net run rate. Then they
have to depend on the result of the match
between South Africa and the West Indies.
USA scenario
Forthe USA, they need a miracle to go through

competition on the basis of net run rate.

Currently, the Proteas have a net run rate of

+0.625, which is slightly above England’s

+0.412 and way below West Indies’+1.814.
West Indies scenario

plays with as much pressure on their
shoulders as the Indian cricket team," Smith
was quoted as saying by PTI.

The constant need for victory makes every day
a challenge for the players, intensifying the

they are still in with a mathematical chance.
Here is the qualification scenario of all 4 teams

in the T20 World Cup 2024 semi-final.
South Africa scenario

already high stakes of international cricket.
The Indian cricket team's journey is laden
with expectations and scrutiny, making it a
tough mental battle for the players.

of the competition. Given the current
scenario, South Africa, England and the West
Indies are in with a realistic chance of
advancing to the semis.South Africa have
won 6 matches in a row in the tournament,

| & & & @ @& |

It’s pretty straightforward for South Africa West Indies need a win against South Africa to

from here on. The Proteas need an outright
win against West Indies to qualify for the
semis. But if they lose their last Super 8
game, they might well be knocked out of the

book their berth in the semis. If they secure
victory, they will be locked on 4 points with
the Proteas. But the Caribbean team will go
through on the basis of a superior net run

to the semis. They need to beat England by a
mammoth margin in their last Super 8 match
and then hope for South Africa to hammer
West Indies. They are sitting at the bottom
with a disastrous net run rate of -2.471.



Off Track

TheResearchers’

RANCHI | 23 June 2024

3

Mouni Roy
left her fans
gasping
for

breath ;:'-
with
her 4
latest
fashion
choic

Moun

Roy

- Looks Sizzling In A Tube Top As
She Steps Out For Date Night,
Hot Video Goes Viral

Mouni Roy needs no introduction. She has become one of the highest-paid Hindi television

actresses after appearing in the supernatural thriller series Naagin and its sequel, Naagin

Apart from her outstanding acting skills, she is also known as a fashion icon. She never

misses a single chance to embrace her distinctive sense of style and surprise her fans. Not

* only that, even the paps’ social feeds are often peppered with candid pictures and moments.

Maintaining that trajectory, Mouni Roy set the internet on fire once again after they

dropped a sizzling video of the actress with her husband.Mouni Roy recently stepped

out for a date night with her husband, Suraj Nambiar. She looked ravishing as she

H® flaunted her curves in a white tube-

style top and black pants. Watch

here:Mouni Roy has come a long

way ever since she made her

television debut with Ekta

T Kapoor’s Kyunki Saas Bhi

- Kabhi Bahu Thi. She became a

.'l popular name after she starred

in Naagin. Mouni made her

Bollywood debut with

Akshay Kumar’s Gold in

2018. Last year, Mouni was

seen in Ayan Mukerji’s

magnum opus, Brahmastra.

Recently, she was also seen

in a music video titled

‘Dotara’ along with Jubin

Nautiyal. Mouni Roy was also

i seen in the web-series Sultan of

f Delhi. She was last seen in

Emraan Hashmi-starrer

Showtime.In a recent interview,

Mouni shared that it is projects

like Sultan of Delhi and

Brahmastra which changed

people’s perception of her as an actor. “Brahmastra was absolutely

different. When you see Gold, RAW and Made In China, I had played

very Indianised characters. Maybe after Naagin and Sati, people

could only see me as a ‘saree-clad Indian character’. So, for Milan

sir to think of me as this cabaret dancer Nayantara, at a time

when Brahmastra had not even released. I think it is an

exciting time to be an actor where makers can visualise you

in different roles. Such great parts are being written. I

really feel fortunate to be offered these parts and be able
to play them on screen,” she told Indian Express.

A

Says Producers Think She's 'Untouchable: _
'My Twitter Account Cost Me My Career 57

Actress Swara Bhasker’s performance was appreciated in films like Tanu Weds Manu, Raanjhanaa -
and Anarkali of Aarah among others. However, despite much critical acclaim, the actress did not
appear in many mainstream movies. Known for never mincing her words, Swara recently said that
voicing her opinions on social media cost her her career.Speaking to Connect Cine, Swara said, “I
there was anything in the world that was most expensive for me, it was my Twitter account because it
cost me my career, in a sense... For a lot of producers, I am untouchable in the industry and these are
not my words, these are the words of my well-wishers, producer, director friends who have called me
up and told me. People tell me that we wanted to cast you but the studio heard your name and said no.”
Swara said that casting |
directors are asked to
look for “an actress
like Swara Bhasker”
but wouldn’t cast her.
She said, “They are
like ‘no,
controversies
happen’. I don’t know
what is the fear but there
isa fear.”
There are a lot of people
keep saying that ‘You |
done the wrong thing,
destroyed your career, wh
you do this? It was very fo
of you’, including often
own team. People who
you, and they are coming f
a place of concern. They
your well-wishers so the
feeling bad looking at
Like my brother, he is
biggest supporter and he gets the most angry too that an actor of your calibre shot herself in the foot,’
said.In the same conversation, Swara also said that it was a conscious decision for her to make her opin
heard. She said, “I don’t want to act like I am a victim. I chose this path. I decided that I will be vocal an
forth my opinion on issues. I could’ve chosen to stay silent. There was no need for me to write an open
expressing my discontent on the Johar scene in Padmaavat. Mujhe koi zarurat nahin thi (There was no nées
formetodoit).”
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Shahid Kapoor’s Wife Mira

Rajput Has This To Say About
Her ‘Puppy’ Comment |

Shahid Kapoor’s wife Mira Rajput recently embarked
on her entrepreneurial journey and launched a skincare
brand named Akind. Well, this is not the only reason
she is grabbing headlines for. Back in 2017, Mira had
questioned working mothers for not spending time
with their babies and leaving them at home for work.
She had even compared babies with ‘puppies’ in a
statement. Now, the content creator has reacted to her
past comment in an interview with Film Champion.
Mira Rajput clarified her stance about the
misconceptions people have regarding her statement.
She even expressed “regret” over her past comments.
Mira said that she felt being “pushed into a corner” for
taking a “conventional, conservative approach”
during her pregnancy. Calling this line of thought
“unfair,” the entrepreneur added that she wanted to
give time to her children.Mira Rajput shared, “While I
was pushed in that corner for seeming very regressive,
I think I probably acted out by saying things... I don’t
think I agree with them right now. I think [ have come a
long way from that.”Mira Rajput added that she now
understands why her comments didn’t go down well
with the audience. “I can understand why it wasn’t
taken well. I think I was in a vulnerable, emotional
space. I think [ was just trying to defend myselfthat my
choices are also valid,” added the star wife.Mira
Rajput was trying to advocate for equal recognition of
mothers and fathers who stay at home when she made
the viral comment. The popular influencer said that her
daughter Misha was not a puppy whom she could leave
at home for work and called out women for prioritising
their work. The comment did not go down well,
receiving flak from audiences.

In the same interaction, Mira Rajput also came in
support of Hrithik Roshan’s beau Saba Azad. FYI:
Saba recently criticised the “patriarchal mindset”. The
actress revealed that she missed out on various voice-
over job opportunities because of her relationship with
Hrithik.Supporting Saba Azad, Mira Rajput said that
one’s identity shouldn’t be solely based on their
associations.

Singer Eshani On
Darshan's Arrest:
'Must Face
Punishment If Wrong'
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Popular actor Darshan was recently arrested in
connection with the Renuka Swamy murder case. The
actor along with 17 other people was arrested on June
11. The court ordered 9 days of judicial custody which
ends today, June 20. Since the actor’s arrest, several
stars from the film industry reacted to the
development. Bigg Boss Kannada 10 fame singer
Eshani Shekr posted a message along with some
pictures with Drashan on her Instagram handle.In the
post, Eshani mentioned that everyone should abide by
the law and if the actor has done anything wrong he
should be punished accordingly. She wrote, “This is
truly shocking news! It is very hard to believe that
Darshan Sir, whom I saw as a brother, is involved in
such an act. Although his actions seemed right as he
tried to save the dignity of a woman, taking the law
into one’s own hands is not at all acceptable under the
Constitution of India. If Darshan Sir has done wrong,
he must face the punishment, but spreading baseless
rumours and tarnishing his image until then is not
right,” when translated to English.

33-year-old Renuka Swamy, who was reportedly an
autorickshaw driver, was allegedly kidnapped from
the Chitradurga district of Karnataka on June 8. He
reportedly sent some derogatory messages to actress
Pavithra Gowda. According to the statement by the
Police department, Renuka Swamy blamed the actress
for souring Darshan’s relationship with his wife. This
allegedly angered the actor, who then reportedly hired
some members of one of his fan clubs to kidnap the
man. The gang allegedly kidnapped and murdered him
as per the instructions of Darshan. His dead body was
later found on June 9 near a flyover in Bengaluru.In
another development, the Kannada Bigg Boss winner
Pratham recently filed a comment after receiving
death threats from Darshan’s fans. He reportedly
made certain comments that angered some fans of
Darshan.
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