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5 killed, 13-year-old injured in
shooting in Las Vegas, suspect dies
by suicide

sFive people were killed, and a 13-year-old was critically
injured when a man went on a shooting spree at two
apartments in Las Vegas on Monday night. The suspect,
identified by police as Eric Adams, 47, killed himself on
Tuesday morning with his gun when officers confronted
him.In a statement, police said that officers acting on
tips found Adams on Tuesday morning at a local
business. Armed with a gun, when confronted, the man
fled into the backyard of a nearby residence.Police
officers gave Eric Adams commands to "drop the
firearm", but he ignored those and "died by suicide", the
police statement added.The 47-year-old is suspected of
shooting and killing four women and one man late on
Monday at two North Las Vegas apartments located in
the same complex. A 13-year-old girl was also shot and
is in critical condition.One of the women victims was in
her early 40s, and the other in her late 50s. The other two
women were both in their mid-20s and the man was in
his early 20s, The Associated Press reported, citing the
police. The victims weren't immediately identified.

The police called the shooting an "isolated incident" and
did not provide details on the possible motive behind it,
news agency Reuters reported.

UN tells Israel it will suspend Gaza
aid without improved security

Washington Senior UN officials have warned Israel that
they will suspend the world body’s aid operations
across Gaza unless Israel acts urgently to better protect
humanitarian workers, two UN officials said Tuesday.
The ultimatum is the latest in a series of UN steps
demanding Israel do more to safeguard aid operations
from strikes by its forces and to curb growing
lawlessness hindering humanitarian workers.

A UN letter sent to Israeli officials this month said Israel
must provide UN workers with a way to communicate
directly with Isracli forces on the ground in Gaza,
among other steps, the officials said.They spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing negotiations
with Israeli officials. The UN officials said there has
been no final decision on suspending operations across
Gaza and that talks with Israelis were ongoing.Israeli
military officials did not respond to requests for
comment. Israel has previously acknowledged some
military strikes on humanitarian workers, including an
April attack that killed seven workers with the World
Central Kitchen, and has denied allegations of others.

iting security concerns, the UN World Food Program has
already suspended aid delivery from a U.S.-built pier
designed to bring food and other emergency supplies to
Palestinians who are facing starvation amid the eight-
month war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.UN and
other aid officials have complained for months that they
have no way to communicate quickly and directly with
Israeli forces on the ground, in contrast with the usual
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Brazil’s Supreme Court decriminalises

possession of marijuana

RIO DE JANEIRO Brazil’s Supreme

Court on Tuesday voted to decriminalize
possession of marijuana for personal use,
making the nation one of Latin America’s
last to do so, in a move that could reduce
its massive prison population. With final
votes cast on Tuesday, a majority of the
justices on the 11-person court have voted
in favor of decriminalization since
deliberations began in 2015.The justices
must still determine the maximum
quantity of marijuana that would be
characterized as being for personal use
and when the ruling will enter into effect.
That is expected to finish as early as
Wednesday.All the justices who have
voted in favor said decriminalization
should be restricted to possession of
marijuana in amounts suitable for
personal use. Selling drugs will remain
illegal.In 2006, Brazil’s Congress
approved a law that sought to punish
individuals caught carrying small
amounts of drugs, including marijuana,
with alternative penalties such as
community service. Experts say the law
was too vague and didn’t establish a
specific quantity to help law enforcement
and judges differentiate personal use

4 arrested on suspicion of trespassing at
Rishi Sunak's country home in England

At least four people were
arrested for allegedly
trespassing after entering the
grounds of UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak’s country estate in
northern England.

Four men were arrested
Tuesday on suspicion of trespassing
after entering the grounds of Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s country estate
in northern England, police said.North
Yorkshire police said the group was
detained just after noon and arrested on

empress.

from drug trafficking.Police continued
to arrest people carrying small quantities
of drugs on trafficking charges and
Brazil’s prison population continued to
swell. The majority of pre-trial detainees
and those convicted of drug trafficking
in Brazil are first-time offenders, who
carried small amounts ofillicit substance
with them, caught in routine police
operations, unarmed and with no
evidence of any relationship with
organized crime,” said Ilona Szab3,
president of Igarapé Institute, a think
tank focusing on public
security.Congress has responded to the
top court’s ongoing deliberations by
separately advancing a proposal to
tighten drug legislation, which would
complicate the legal picture surrounding
marijuana possession.In April, the Senate
approved a constitutional amendment
criminalising possession of any quantity
of illicit substance. The lower house’s
constitutional committee approved the
proposal on June 12, and it will need to
pass through at least one other committee
before going to a floor vote.If lawmakers
pass such a measure, the legislation
would take precedence over the top

government to revoke oil and gas
licenses granted since 2021.

procedures — known as “deconfliction” — employed

suspicion of aggravated trespass.A

in conflict zones globally to protect aid workers from
attack by combatants.In its letter to Israeli officials, the
UN cited communication and protective equipment for
aid workers as among the commitments that it wanted
Israel to make good on for its aid operations to continue
in Gaza overall, the two UN officials say.

Kenya's Parliament on fire as
protests against finance bill
escalate

NAIROBI.Part of Kenya's parliament building was on
fire Tuesday as thousands of protesters against a new
finance bill entered and legislators fled, in the most
direct assault on the government in decades.

Journalists saw at least three bodies outside the complex
where police had opened fire.

The protesters had demanded that legislators vote against
the controversial bill imposing new taxes on a country
where frustrations over the high cost of living have
simmered for years.The protesters outmaneuvered
police to enter parliament shortly after legislators voted
to pass the bill. Lawmakers fled through a tunnel, but
protesters allowed opposition legislators who voted
against the bill to walk out of the besieged building.

The office of the Nairobi governor, a member of the
ruling party, also was on fire. The office is located near
parliament. Police water cannons were being used to
extinguish the fire.Protesters could be heard shouting,
“We’re coming for every politician."Protesters scatter
as Kenya police spray water canon at them during a
protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in
downtown Nairobi.Protesters scatter as Kenya police
spray water canon at them during a protest over
proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown
Nairobi.APPolice officers also fired live ammunition
and threw tear-gas canisters at protesters who sought
treatment at a medical tent set up at a church near the
parliament complex.The Kenya Human Rights
Commission shared a video of officers shooting at
protesters and said they would be held to account.

Two people died in similar protests last week.

The Kenya Law Society President Faith Odhiambo said
Tuesday that 50 Kenyans, including her personal
assistant, had been “abducted” by people believed to be
police officers.Some of those missing included those
who were vocal in the demonstrations and were taken
away from their homes, workplaces and public spaces
ahead of Tuesday's protests, according to civil society
groups.Police officials did not immediately return calls
seeking comment. Parliament Speaker Moses
‘Wetangula had directed the inspector general of police
to provide information on the whereabouts of those the
opposition said were abducted.President William Ruto
was outside the capital attending an African Union
retreat. On Sunday, he said he was proud of the young
people who had come out to exercise their democratic
duty and said he would engage the youth on their
concerns.

Saipan WikiLeaks

group called Youth Demand posted
video showing a man in boots step into
Sunak’s pond, where he pretended to
defecate.The group said in a statement
chock-full of a crude four-letter word
for human waste that it was a “parting
gift” to the prime minister. It said the
stool used in the stunt was made of
latex so it could be retrieved and
prevent environmental damage.Sunak
was in London at the time for the state
visit by the Japanese emperor and

The incident comes just over a week
before the U.K.’s general election that
will determine if Sunak remains in
power. Polls and pundits have
predicted the Labour Party to take
control after 14 years of Conservative
rule.The police officer who confronted
the group asked the man identified by
the group as “Oliver” what his
intentions were, according to video of
the incident.“I think our intentions are
carried out,” he replied.outh Demand
said it is calling for for a two-way arms
embargo on Israel and for the next U.K.

[

court’s ruling but still could be challenged
on constitutional grounds.Speaking to
reporters in the capital Brasilia, the
Senate’s president, Rodrigo Pacheco, said
it isn’t the Supreme Court’s place to issue
a decision on the matter.“There is an
appropriate path for this discussion to
move forward and that is the legislative
process,” he said. “It is something that,
obviously, arouses broad discussion and it
is a subject of preoccupation for
Congress.”Last year, a Brazilian court
authorised some patients to grow
cannabis for medical treatment after the
health regulator in 2019 approved
guidelines for the sale of medicinal

for perso

nal use

products derived from cannabis.
But Brazil is one of a few
countries in Latin America that
hasn’t decriminalized the
possession of small quantities of
drugs for personal
consumptionThe Supreme
Court’s ruling has long been
sought by activists and legal
scholars in a country where the
prison population has become the
third largest in the world. Critics
of current legislation say users
caught with even small amounts of drugs
are regularly convicted on trafficking
charges and locked up in overcrowded
jails, where they are forced to join prison
gangs.“Today, trafficking is the main
vector for imprisonment in Brazil,” said
Cristiano Maronna, director of JUSTA, a
civil society group focusing on the justice
system.Brazil ranks behind the US and
China in countries with the highest prison
populations, according to the World
Prison Brief, a database tracking such
figures.Some 852,000 individuals were
deprived of liberty in Brazil as of
December 2023, according to official
data.

Kenya anti-tax protests
turn violent, 5 shot dead
as mob storms Parliament

Nairobi. Kenyan President William Ruto said on
Tuesday security was his "utmost priority" after
protests against a bill to raise taxes descended into
violence, with police firing on demonstrators
trying to storm the legislature, killing at least five.

In chaotic scenes in the capital Nairobi, protesters
overwhelmed police and chased them away in an
attempt to enter the parliament compound, with
Citizen TV later showing damage from inside the
building, which had been partially set ablaze.

Protests and clashes also took place in several other
cities and towns across Kenya, with many calling
for Ruto to quit as well as voicing their opposition
to the tax rises.In a televised address to the nation,
Ruto said the tax debate had been "hijacked by
dangerous people"."It is not in order, or even
conceivable, that criminals pretending to be
peaceful protesters can reign terror against the

The group said the four detained
included a press photographer.

Sunak had condemned the group earlier
this year when it hung a banner on the
home of Labour leader Keir Starmer,
saying “Stop the killing,” in reference
to Israel’s war with Hamas militants.

In August, four Greenpeace protesters
were charged with criminal damage
after climbing on Sunak’s home while
he was away and draping it in black
fabric to protest his plan to expand oil
and gas drilling in the North Sea.

Julian Assange pleads guilty in US court
on remote island, walks out a free man

founder Julian
Assange pleaded guilty on Wednesday
to a single count of conspiring to obtain
and disclose classified US national
defence information and was allowed
to walk free, ending years of legal
battles.Assange, 52, entered the plea in
a US District Court hearing in Saipan
on the Northern Mariana Islands, a US-
controlled territory chosen due to his
refusal to travel to the mainland United
States and its proximity to his native
Australia.As a beaming Assange
walked out of the courtroom, he was
greeted by a round of applause. He left
in a vehicle after giving a quick wave
to his supporters. Watch: As part of his
plea deal with US prosecutors,

Assange will be required to destroy
information provided to WikiLeaks.
He is expected to receive a sentence of
five years and two months, with credit
for the time he spent in a British prison
fighting extradition."Guilty to the
information," Assange said in court,
later joking to the judge that his
satisfaction "depends on the outcome
of the hearing." Assange, who turns 53
on July 3, was wished an early happy
birthday by Chief Judge Ramona
Manglona."I understand your birthday
is next week. I hope you will start your
new life in a positive manner," she told
Assange, according to the Washington
Post.The plea deal avoids a lengthy
trial and potential prison sentence for

Assange, who has long been wanted by
the United States for the 2010
publication of hundreds of thousands
of classified documents through
WikiLeaks.He was released earlier this
week from a high-security British
prison where he had been held for five
years. His wife, Stella, called him a
"free man" and thanked supporters
who campaigned for his
release.Following the hearing,
Assange is expected to return to
Australia, US prosecutors said.
WikiLeaks confirmed his return on
social media platform X, calling the
plea deal "unnecessary."The
Australian government welcomed the
resolution.

people...," he said, pledging a swift response to
Tuesday's "treasonous events".Police in Nairobi
opened fire after tear gas and water cannon failed
to disperse the crowds. They eventually managed
to drive protesters from the parliament building
and lawmakers were evacuated through an
underground tunnel, local media said.Later on
Tuesday, Defence Minister Aden Duale said the
army had been deployed to help the police deal
with a "security emergency" which had resulted in
the "destruction and breaching of critical
infrastructure".A Reuters journalist counted the
bodies of at least five protesters outside
parliament. The Kenya Medical Association said
that at least five people had been shot dead while
treating the injured, and that 31 people had been
injured, with 13 shot with live bullets and four
with rubber bullets.The association called on
authorities to establish safe medical corridors to
protect medical staff and ambulances. CAUGHT
BETWEEN COMPETING DEMANDS

Ruto won an election almost two years ago on a
platform of championing Kenya's working poor,
but has been caught between the competing
demands of lenders such as the International
Monetary Fund, which is urging the government
to cut deficits to obtain more funding, and a hard-
pressed population.enyans have been struggling
to cope with several economic shocks caused by
the lingering impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the war in Ukraine, two consecutive years of
drought and depreciation of the currency.The
finance bill aims to raise an additional $2.7 billion
in taxes as part of an effort to lighten Kenya's
heavy debt load, with interest payments alone
consuming 37 per cent of annual revenue.ln
Washington, the White House said the United
States was closely monitoring the situation in
Nairobi and urging calm.

North Korea’s latest missile test likely ended in failure

According to the South Korean
military, a North Korean ballistic
missile test Wednesday likely ended
in failure days after the it protested
the recent regional deployment of a
US aircraft carrier for a trilateral
military drill with South Korea and

Japan.

Seoul A North Korean ballistic missile test
Wednesday likely ended in failure, South
Korea’s military said, days after the North
protested the recent regional deployment
of a US aircraft carrier for a trilateral
military drill with South Korea and Japan.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said ina
statement that North Korea launched a
ballistic missile from its capital region
around 5.30 am on Wednesday:. It said the
missile was launched toward the North’s
eastern waters, but the launch was
suspected to have ended in failure.The
Joint Chiefs of Staff said South Korean
and US intelligence authorities are
analyzing details of the North Korean
launch. But it didn’t immediately explain
why it believes the launch failed. Japan’s
Defense Ministry said earlier Wednesday
that it also detected a suspected ballistic
missile launch by North Korea.South
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Korea’s Yonhap news agency
reported the North Korean
missile flew about 250
kilometers (155 miles). Yonhap
cited an unidentified South
Korean military source as saying
North Korea was believed to have
tested a hypersonic
missile.Japanese media reported
the North Korean projectile fell
outside Japan’s exclusive
economic zone.The North’s
reported launch also came hours
after South Korea said North
Korea floated huge balloons
likely carrying trash across the

Russia.During a summit in
Pyongyang last week, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and
Russian President Vladimir Putin
signed a deal requiring each country
to provide aid if attacked and vowed
to boost other cooperation.
Observers say the accord represents
the strongest connection between
the two countries since the end of
the Cold War.The United States and
its partners believe North Korea has
been providing Russia with much-
needed conventional arms for its
war in Ukraine in return for military
and economic assistanceNorth

border for a second consecutive
day.North Korea has conducted a series
of trash-carrying balloon launches
toward South Korea since late May in
what it calls a tit-for-tat response to South
Korean activists flying political leaflets
via their own balloons. On June 9, South
Korea briefly restarted propaganda
broadcasts from its border loudspeakers
for the first time in years in response.
South Korea’s military said Monday said
it was ready to turn on its loudspeakers
again.The USS Theodore Roosevelt
arrived in South Korea on Saturday and
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
boarded the carrier on Tuesday -- the first
sitting South Korean president to board a
US aircraft carrier since 1994.Yoon told
American and South Korean troops on
the carrier that their countries’ alliance is

the world’s greatest and can defeat any
enemy. He said the US carrier is to leave
Wednesday for the South Korea-US-
Japan drill, dubbed “Freedom Edge.” The
training is aimed at sharpening the
countries’ combined response in various
areas of operation, including air, sea and
cyberspace.North Korea’s vice defense
minister, Kim Kang Il, on Monday called
the US aircraft carrier’s deployment
“reckless” and “dangerous.” North Korea
has previously called major US-South
Korean drills invasion rehearsals and
reacted with missile tests.Seoul officials
said the upcoming South Korea-US-
Japan training is meant to strengthen the
three countries’ response capabilities
against North Korea’s evolving nuclear
threats at a time when the North is
advancing its military partnerships with

Korea’s reported missile launch is its first
weapons demonstrations since Kim Jong
Un on May 30 supervised the firing of
nuclear-capable multiple rocket
launchers to simulate a preemptive attack
on South Korea. The drill came days after
North Korea’s attempt to put its second
spy satellite into orbit ended in failure,
with its rocket carrying that satellite
exploding in mid-air soon after liftoff.

Since 2022, North Korea has sharply

increased the pace of weapons tests to
increase its nuclear attack capabilities to
cope with what it calls an deepening US
military threat. Foreign experts say North
Korea eventually aims to use its larger
nuclear arsenal to wrest greater
concessions from the US when
diplomacy resumes.
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Om Birla Defeats K Suresh, Re-Elected J&K:3 terrorists shot dead in
Doda encounter

RNS I New Delhi: BJP MP
Om Birla has been re-elect-
ed as the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha through a voice vote.
The opposition, which had
nominated Congress MP
K. Suresh for the position,
chose not to press for a di-
vision vote.

Following his election,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi, and
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju accompa-
nied Birla to the Speaker’s
chair.

The session began with
Prime Minister Modi and
12 other NDA leaders mov-
ing the motion to elect Bir-
la. On the opposition side,
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Arvind Sawant, Supriya
Sule of the NCP (Sharad
Pawar), and Anand Bha-
dauria of the SP supported

as Lok Sabha Sp

the motion for Suresh.

In his congratulatory mes-
sage, Prime Minister Modi
remarked, “History is being
made today with the re-
election of Om Birla for the
second time” He expressed
anticipation for  Birla’s
guidance over the next five
years, highlighting Birla’s
exemplary work as a parlia-
mentarian as a source of in-
spiration for new members.
Modi also noted that the
previous Lok Sabha, under
Birla’s leadership, passed

several significant legisla-
tions and achieved a record
productivity of 97%.
Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi also extended
his congratulations, af-
firming that the Lok Sabha
represents the voice of the
people. He assured Birla
of the opposition’s support
for the smooth functioning
of the House, emphasizing
that cooperation is built on
trust and that the voices of
the opposition should be
heard.

ecaker

Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav expressed
confidence that the opposi-
tion would be given ample
opportunity to voice their
concerns. He emphasized
that impartiality is crucial
for a Speaker, hoping for
balanced respect towards
both the Treasury and op-
position benches.

TMC MP Sudip Bandyo-
padhyay brought attention
to the suspension of oppo-
sition MPs in the 17th Lok
Sabha, stressing that leg-
islation should be passed
following thorough discus-
sions in the House.
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RNS I Srinagar: In
a fierce gunfight with
security forces, three
terrorists were killed
in the Gandoh area of
Doda district in Jammu
and Kashmir, according
to media reports. These
terrorists were believed
to have been involved
in recent attacks on the
army and police in the
Valley.

A significant cache of
arms and ammunition,
including a US-made
M4 carbine, was recov-
ered from the encounter
site. Vijay Kumar, Addi-
tional Director General
of Police J&K, stated
that the police had re-
ceived information
about the presence of
the three terrorists and
subsequently launched
a search operation in the
morning.

Over the past week,
operations to eliminate
terrorists have intensi-
fied in the Doda, Ra-
jouri, and Poonch re-
gions following a series
of attacks. On June 11,
an army camp was at-
tacked, resulting in inju-
ries to five soldiers and
a special police officer.
In another incident, ter-
rorists attacked a police
camp, injuring one po-
liceman.

These attacks prompt-
ed a massive security
overhaul, with security
forces initiating coor-
dinated operations to
track down terrorists
and their local collabo-
rators. According to the
police, three locals who
allegedly provided food
and shelter to the terror-
ists have been arrested.

CCL Hosts Stakeholders Meet to Boost Participation
in Coal Washery Tenders

RNS I Ranchi: Central Coal-
fields Limited (CCL), under
the guidance of Coal India
Limited (CIL) organized a
stakeholders’ meet today to
boost participation in coal
washery tenders. The event
saw the attendance of over
25 companies, including coal
washery operators, technol-
ogy suppliers, mining, and
steel-producing firms.

The program was inaugurated
by M Nagaraju, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Coal,
Government of India, who
lit the ceremonial lamp. The
event began with the Coal
India Corporate Song, setting
a formal tone for the proceed-
ings.

Key figures present at the
event included M Naga-
raju (Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Coal, Govern-
ment of India), PM Prasad
(Chairman, CIL), B Veera
Reddy (Director Technical,
CIL), Samiran Dutta (CMD
BCCL & ECL), Manoj Kumar
(CMD, CMPDIL), NK Singh
(CMD, CCL), along with di-
rectors from CCL, CMPD],
BCCL, and officials from
various CIL subsidiary com-

V. \7

panies. Satish Jha, Director
Technical at CCL, welcomed
the esteemed guests.

In their speeches, the dignitar-
ies highlighted the crucial role
of coal washeries in securing
the future availability of steel-
grade coal and addressed the
need to streamline the wash-
ery tender process. CCL,
BCCL, and CMPDI provided
detailed presentations on vari-
ous tenders, followed by an in-
teractive session where stake-
holders shared suggestions.
Some issues were resolved on
the spot, while others were
noted for further considera-
tion.

The event facilitated an at-
mosphere of information
sharing and problem-solving,
ensuring a smooth and pro-
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ductive meeting.

On this special occasion,
M Nagaraju honored Vikas
Kachhap, a JSSPS cadet, who
won the bronze medal in the
48 kg weight category (Greco-
Roman style) at the Under-17
Asian Wrestling Champion-
ship held in Jordan, Oman
from June 22-30, 2024. Kach-
hap was congratulated and
wished success in future tour-
naments.

Harish Duhan, Director Tech-
nical at CCL, delivered the
vote of thanks, concluding
the event on a positive note.
Notably, JSSPS, a collaborative
initiative between CCL and
the Jharkhand Government,
provides training in sports
and academics to the youth of
Jharkhand.

DPS Bokaro Awarded for Excellence in

RNS I Bokaro: Delhi Pub-

lic School (DPS) Bokaro
has added another accolade
to its name by receiving
the Indo-Norway Interna-
tional Education Excellence
Award.

This prestigious honor was
bestowed upon the school
at a ceremony held in the
Norwegian Parliament in
Oslo, Norway, recognizing
its transformative contribu-
tions to education.

DPS Bokaro stands out as the
only school from Jharkhand
among 30 schools selected
across India.

The award was accepted by
Principal Dr. A. S. Gangwar
during the Indo-Norway In-
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ternational Education Sum-
mit and Awards 2024.

The event was graced by nu-
merous distinguished guests,
including Himanshu Gulati,
Member of the Norwegian
Parliament and the Stand-
ing Committee on Educa-
tion and Research, Ole Jacob
Johansen, Minister of State,
Akershus, Norway, and Dr.
Acquino Vimal, Indian Am-
bassador to Norway, along
with other top officials.
Under the leadership of Dr.
A. S. Gangwar, DPS Bokaro
has been recognized for
its dedication to providing
quality education, integrat-
ing technological advance-
ments, and fostering a

Norway

compassionate and under-
standing global community.
The school was particularly
noted for its exemplary
practices and innovative
approaches in the teaching-
learning process.

Dr. Gangwar congratulated
the entire DPS Bokaro com-
munity for achieving this
prestigious international
recognition. He expressed
his gratitude, attributing the
success to the collective ef-
forts of the staff, students,
management, parents, and
stakeholders. He encour-
aged everyone to continue
their dedicated efforts in the
journey towards educational
excellence.

CCL hosts workshop on Mining
Contract Safety

RNS I Ranchi: A workshop on “Precautions in Execu-
tion of Mining Contract Works” was organized for the
mining officers of Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) on
Wednesday. The event was held under the leadership of
Director (Personnel) H.N. Mishra and initiated by Gen-
eral Manager (CMC) and Head of Department (Law).
The workshop, conducted in a “hybrid mode” at CCL
Headquarters’ HRD, saw participation from around 60
officers from various areas of CCL. Udyam Mukherjee,
Advocate, Supreme Court of India, led the session.
Participants found the workshop highly informative,
expressing their appreciation and congratulating the or-

ganizers for their efforts.

Anti-Drug Campaign: Kanke Govt.

RNS I Ranchi: As part of the Jharkhand government’s
newly launched anti-drug campaign, trainee teachers
from the Government Teachers Training College in
Kanke took a solemn oath today. The ceremony, led
by the college in-charge Principal, Dr. Raman Jha, and
coordinated by Dr. Om Prakash, focused on the theme
“We will fight against drugs together.”

The campaign, aimed at raising public awareness about
the dangers of drug abuse, will run from June 19 to June

26, 2024.

Among the notable attendees was Dr. Rupesh Kumar, a
former student of the college and currently an Assistant
Professor at Manohar Lal Tekriwal College in Saharsa.
The event also saw the participation of various college
faculty members, including Dr. Mazharul Haque, Pro-
fessor Dhananjay, Dr. Ritesh, Professor Sameer, Profes-
sor Dulal, Professor Rakesh, and Professor Bhagirath,
along with all teaching and non-teaching staff.

The collective pledge by the college community marks
a significant step in the state’s efforts to combat drug
abuse and foster a healthier society.
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China Becomes First Country to Retrieve Rocks From the Moon’s Far Side

# This achievement follows India’s Chandrayaan-3 mission in August 2023, which successfully landed near the lunar South Pole region

RNS I Beijing: China achieved
a significant milestone in space
exploration on Tuesday by
bringing back a capsule filled
with lunar soil from the moon's
far side. This marks the latest
success in Chinas ambitious
plans to explore the moon and
other parts of the solar system.
Mission Success

The Change-6 lander, part
of the China National Space
Administration’s mission, re-
trieved the sample after a 53-
day mission. The lunar probe
module returned to Earth,
successfully collecting the first-
ever samples from the moon's
unexplored far side, a major
advancement for China’s space
program.

Precise Landing

The return capsule landed
precisely at 2:07 pm (Beijing
Time) in the designated area
in Siziwang Banner, located in
north Chinas Inner Mongo-
lia Autonomous Region. The
China National Space Admin-
istration (CNSA) declared the

mission a complete success.
Scientific Significance
“Change-6 is the first mission
in human history to return
samples from the far side of
the moon,” said Long Xiao, a
planetary geologist at China
University of Geosciences. He
described it as a major event
for scientists worldwide and
a cause for celebration for all
humanity.

International Implications
This achievement has sparked
hopes for international lunar
sample exchanges, highlight-
ing the potential for China’s
robotic missions to the moon
and Mars to advance scientific
understanding of the solar sys-
tem. However, some view this
milestone as part of a 21st-cen-
tury space race with geopoliti-
cal implications.

Pioneering Exploration
Notably, Chinas probe is the
first to reach and collect sam-
ples from the moonss far side.
This follows Indias success in
August 2023 when its Chan-
drayaan-3 mission became
the first to land near the lunar
South Pole region.

Technical Challenges

China had previously landed
on the far side of the moon in

2019. The far side, which faces
away from Earth, poses tech-
nical challenges due to its dis-
tance, giant craters, and few flat
surfaces.

Sample Analysis

The reentry module will be
airlifted to Beijing, where the
lunar samples will be trans-
ferred to a team of scientists
for storage, analysis, and study,
according to the CNSA. The

Change-6 probe is expected to
have returned with up to 2 kilo-
grams of moon dust and rocks
from the lunar far side, which
will be analyzed by Chinese re-
searchers before being opened
to international scientists.
Mission Details

The Change lunar explora-
tion probe is named after the
Chinese mythical moon god-
dess. Launched on May 3, the
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Change-6 mission consists of
an orbiter, a returner, a lander,
and an ascender. Supported by
the Queqiao-2 relay satellite,
the lander-ascender combina-
tion landed in the South Pole-
Aitken Basin on the moon’s far
side on June 2 and carried out
sampling work. The ascender
took off from the moon on
June 4 with samples and com-
pleted rendezvous and docking

with the orbiter-returner com-
bination on June 6, transferring
the samples to the returner.
Lunar Orbit and Return

The orbiter-returner combi-
nation spent 13 days in lunar
orbit, awaiting the right oppor-
tunity to return to Earth.
Future Prospects

“The Change-6 mission rep-
resents a significant milestone
in the history of human lunar
exploration and will contrib-
ute to a more comprehen-
sive understanding of lunar
evolution,” said Yang Wei, a
researcher at the Institute of
Geology and Geophysics of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences.
He added that new samples
will inevitably lead to new dis-
coveries. The fascination with
the moon is deeply rooted in
Chinese culture, symbolized
by the myth of Changg, a lady
who journeyed to and resided
on the moon. Now, Chinese
scientists eagerly anticipate
contributing to lunar science,
Yang told Xinhua.

Court sends Kejriwal to CBI custody for 3 days in a money laundering case

New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was arrested by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) from Tihar Jail
on Tuesday. The CBI is set
to produce him before a
trial court on Wednesday,
potentially leading to his
formal arrest by the central
agency, sources reported.

This development comes
just a day before the Su-
preme Court is scheduled
to hear Kejriwals plea
challenging a Delhi High
Court order that paused

the bail granted to him by
a lower court.

On Monday, the CBI ques-
tioned Kejriwal in Tihar
Jail regarding the liquor
policy case and recorded
his statement.

Following this, the CBI
filed an application for a
production warrant, which
was subsequently issued by
a special court.

Kejriwal is expected to
be presented before the
trial court at 10 am on
Wednesday, likely before
the Supreme Court hear-

ing begins. Since Kejriwal
is already in judicial cus-
tody in an Enforcement
Directorate case, his for-
mal arrest can occur in
court. Should the CBI se-
cure his custody, Kejriwal
will remain in Tihar Jail on
Wednesday even if the Su-
preme Court overturns the
Delhi High Court’s stay on
his bail.

Meanwhile, AAP MP San-
jay  Singh commented
on the situation, stating,
“Arvind Kejriwal is likely
to get bail from the Su-

preme Court. Before this,
the BJP government at the
center, along with the CBI,
has conspired to arrest Ke-
jriwal by preparing a false

case against him” He fur-
ther alleged a conspiracy
to prevent Kejriwal from
obtaining bail ahead of the
Supreme Court hearing.
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(BI Chief To Poll Body Head, Rahul Gandhi
Now Has A Say In Key Appointments

Rahul Gandhi today took over as Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha -- a position that was vacant for the past 10 years

New Delhi: As the Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will participate in the appointment
process for key officials such as the CBI
director, the Chief Election Commissioners,
National Human Rights Commission
chairperson and the Chief Vigilance
Commissioner.

Mr Gandhi today took over as Leader of the
Opposition in the lower House -- a position
that was vacant for the past 10 years because
no Opposition party met the minimum
strength criterion for the post. In the past two
Lok Sabhas, Congress's Mallikarjun Kharge
and Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury were leaders
of the Congress in the House.On the
selection panels for most of these
appointments, the government has a 2-1
advantage, as it comprises the Prime
Minister and a Union Minister. But as
Leader of the Opposition, Mr Gandhi will
have a say.

The 54-year-old leader is the third member of
the Gandhi family to become the Leader of
the Opposition. His father and former Prime

Akhilesh Yadav's sharp message to Om Birla: 'Hope suspensions don't take place’

New Delhi:In a terse message to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Samajwadi Party (SP) leader

Akhilesh Yadav on Wednesday hoped
that actions like suspension and
expulsion of MPs don't take place in
the new Lok Sabha.Speaking in the
Lok Sabha, Akhilesh said actions like
suspension of MPs hurt the dignity of H
he House.

"We expect that no public
representative's voice will be stifled,
nor will action like expulsion take
place again. Your control is on the
Opposition, but it should be on the
ruling side too," the former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister said. .

The SP president said he also hoped that
the Speaker would be impartial
towards the Opposition, adding that

"impartiality is a great responsibility of this great
post"."The House should function on your

Minister Rajiv Gandhi was Leader of the
Opposition fron 1989-90 when the VP Singh
government was in power. His mother and
former UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
occupied the post from 1999-2004 when the
Atal Bihari Vajpayee government was in
power.As a Leader of the Opposition, Mr
Gandhi will enjoy the rank of a cabinet
minister and get an office and staff in the
Parliament building.In his first House
appearance in his new role, Mr Gandhi
switched to a white kurta-pajama combo,
dissing the white t-shirt-trouser look he is
usually seen in. In a rare moment of
bonhomie between the Opposition and the
treasury benches, Mr Gandhi walked up to
Mr Birla and congratulated him. He also
shook Prime Minister Narendra Modi's hand
and the two leaders, along with
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju,
escorted the Speaker to his chair.
Addressing the House, Mr Gandhi
congratulated Mr Birla on his election, but
also sent across a message from the
Opposition. He said the Lok Sabha Speaker

respect the opposition as much as you respect the
ruling dispensation," he said." You're sitting here
as the chiefjustice of the court of democracy.”

is the final arbiter of the voice of the people,
and the Opposition this time represents that
voice significantly more than the last time.
"The Opposition would like to assist you in
doing your work. We would like the House

signals and not the other way round. We stand Earlier in the day, Om Birla defeated K Suresh, the
with all your just decisions... I hope that you will

opposition INDIA bloc's contender, via voice

!M

to function. It is very important that
cooperation happens on the basis of trust. It
is very important that the voice of the
Opposition is allowed to be represented in
this House."

vote in the rare election for the Speaker's

1976.

The eight-day session of the 18th Lok
Sabha commenced on Tuesday, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and all the
other MPs taking oath as members of the
Lower House of Parliament.Akhilesh
Yadav and Rahul Gandhi were seen
sitting in the front row of the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday, unlike the last Parliament
session where the Congress leader sat on
the second row.The SP president
accorded special attention to Awadhesh
Prasad, who won the prized Faizabad seat
in the election, where Ayodhya's Ram
Mandir is located.He even kept him close

I post. This was the first such poll since

while meeting Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge and Sonia Gandhi.

Trinamool to back K Suresh for Lok
Sabha Speaker after 'no consult' snub

New Delhi: The Trinamool Congress %

(TMC) on Tuesday announced that they
would support Congress leader K Suresh,
who is the Opposition-led INDIA bloc's
candidate for the election for the Speaker
post in Lok Sabha. The Mamata Banerjee-
led side came around a day after the ruling
party of Bengal claimed they were not
"consulted" by the Congress before
fielding K Suresh as the pick.

The Trinamool Congress's support follows a
20-minute phone call between Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and Mamata

Banerjee. The Congress MP, who was chosen as
the Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha on
Monday, also spoke to TMC MP Abhishek
Banerjee in person in Parliament. The TMC,
which termed K Suresh's candidature as a
"unilateral" decision by the Congress, reiterated

to the grand old party that all INDIA bloc-related
decisions must be made by keeping all members
in loop.On Tuesday night, a meeting took place
at Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge's
residence with Derek O' Brien and Kalyan
Banerjee representing the TMC. That was
followed by an internal meeting of the TMC this

morning, wherein Derek O' Brien, Kalyan
Banerjee, Sudip Bandhopadhyay, and
Abhishek Banerjee met at the Old Parliament
building in Delhi.

The rare election for the Lok Sabha Speaker post

will see a contest between BJP-led NDA's Om
Birla, and K Suresh - a Dalit leader and an
eight-time MP. The last time an election for
this post took place was in 1976 during the
Emergency period.The situation arose after a
consensus between the Opposition and the
NDA broke down as senior BJP leaders
refused to accept the INDIA bloc's condition

"The question is not how efficiently the
House is run. The question is how much of
India's voice is being allowed to be heard.
So the idea that you can run the House
efficiently by silencing the voice of the
Opposition is a non-democratic idea. And
this election has shown that the people of
India expect the Opposition to defend the
Constitution," he said."We are confident
that by allowing the Opposition to speak,
you will do your duty of defending the
Constitution," Mr Gandhi said.

The Congress leader was elected from two
seats this time -- Rae Bareli in Uttar
Pradesh and Wayanad in Kerala. He has
vacated the Kerala seat, and his sister and
Congress colleague Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra will contest the bypoll that follows.

Mr Gandhi's return to the House and his
elevation as the Leader of the Opposition is
also significant against the backdrop of his

disqualification as a Lok Sabha MP last year

following a conviction in a defamation case.

He returned to the House after the Supreme

Court paused the conviction

'Allow us to speak': Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi to Speaker Om Birla

New Delhi:Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi called on newly elected Speaker Om Birla to ensure that the
Opposition is allowed to voice the concerns of the people in the House,
stating that running the House without those opposed to the
government's views is "non-democratic".Gandhi, who was appointed
as LoP on Tuesday, congratulated Birla on his election to the post of
Lok Sabha Speaker for a second term and expressed hope that the
Speaker would fulfill his duty by allowing the Opposition to speak.

"We are confident that by allowing the Opposition to speak, by allowing
us to represent the people of India, you will do your duty of defending
the Constitution of India," Gandhi said in his maiden address as Lok

Sabha LoP."The idea

that you can run the [

House efficiently by
silencing the voice of
the Opposition is
non-democratic.
This election has
shown that the
people of India
expect the
Opposition to defend
the Constitution," the
Congress leader
said.Talking about
the importance of
cooperation and trust
in the functioning of

the House, the Gandhi scion said the Opposition was more than willing
to cooperate with the Speaker."The Opposition would like to assist you
in doing your work. We would like the House to function often and
well. It is very important that cooperation happens on the basis of trust.
It is very important that the voice of the Opposition is allowed to be

represented in this House,"

he said.Several opposition leaders,

including Samajwadi Party chief and Gandhi's INDIA bloc ally
Akhilesh Yadav, also had similar messages for Birla."We believe you
will move forward without discrimination and as the speaker, you will
give equal opportunity and respect to every party. Impartiality is a
great responsibility of this great post," Yadav said.Birla, the NDA
nominee, was elected as the Lok Sabha Speaker on Wednesday after a
motion moved by Prime Minister Narendra Modi was adopted through
voice votes. The Opposition, which had proposed Congress MP

that the Deputy Speaker post be given to them.
The Opposition decided to field K Suresh as its
pick for the Speaker's post after an attempt to
tackle the crisis at Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh's office failed and led to Congress's KC

Lok Sabha members.

Venugopal and DMK's TR Baalu walking out.

Kodikunnil Suresh as its candidate, did not press for votes to the
motion.In his address, Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised Birla's
work as a parliamentarian, saying it should be an inspiration for new

Arvind Kejriwal Arrested By CBI In Court, Drops Bail Plea In Supreme Court

I New Delhi: Arvind Kejriwal has been arrested

by the CBI - inside Delhi's Rouse Avenue

- in the alleged liquor policy case, and
then, inside a tumultuous hour, withdrew a
Supreme Court petition challenging a stay on
grant of bail after his arrest in March - in the
same case - by the Enforcement Directorate.

The top court petition was withdrawn - the ED
offered no objection - citing a desire to launch
a more substantial appeal against the High
Court's decision to stay the Rouse Avenue
Court's bail order.After the arrest the CBI
sought five-day custody.

"[ Told CBI 3 Points...": Kejriwal To The Court

In the Rouse Avenue Court this morning, Mr
Kejriwal's lawyers argued that the agency's
move to arrest the AAP boss at this point
showed it had acted "in a most biased
manner". The reference was to the fact the
CBI had already quizzed him in connection
with this case - for nine hours in April last
year.Mr Kejriwal had then been questioned as

Arvind Kejriwal Court
was arrested over
money laundering
allegations while
framing the Delhi
liquor policy for
2021-22, which
was scrapped
after the
Lieutenant
Governor raised

red flags.

a witness in the case. Today he addressed the
court directly and recounted what he told the
CBI when asked why the liquo policy in
question was framed."I told them (the CBI)
there were three points. First - increase
revenue. Second - reduce crowds to handle ..
law and order. Third - opening of liquor |
shops in the right proportion (i.e., equal
distribution across the city). I had given
instructions to Manish Sisodia (his former
deputy, who, in February last year, was the
first to be arrested in this case) to keep these
three things in mind in the policy."Mr
Kejriwal's legal team criticised the CBI for
moving to arrest him at this point."It is a poor
citizen Vs might of the State. This case is
pending since August 2022. [ was called as a
I appeared and, for nine hours, I
assisted. Not a single notice (from the CBI)
since then. How did they shift from a witness
to an accused... it is a long distance to cover,"
they argued.Mr Kejriwal also asked for this

witness...
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hearing to be deferred by 24 hours so he could
study the CBI's case.

The federal agency also pointed out it had no
obligation to announce the start of an
investigation. "Suppose there is an inquiry... [
don't have to tell (Mr Kejriwal)... Who I have
to tell is to the court - that I need custody.

There is no mandate I have to tell the other
side about my desire to
investigate."Following Mr Kejriwal's arrest
in court, his party posted a sharp message on
X.

"Today when the BJP felt Delhi's son, Arvind

Kejriwal, might get bail from the Supreme
Court, they again hatched a conspiracy - to get
him arrested by CBI in a fake case. But every
conspiracy of the BJP will be answered (and
the) truth will win in the end," the party said in
Hindi.Following the arrest the CBI also asked
for five-day custody of Mr Kejriwal.

1 Kejriwal In Rouse Avenue, High, And

Supreme Court

The Delhi Chief Minister's fortunes since the

Rouse Avenue Court gave him regular bail
last week has been significant. On Saturday,
hours before his release from Tihar Jail, the
ED moved the High Court, arguing the lower
court's "perverse" and "completely flawed"

bail order ought not to stand.
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Swiss-led peace talks a
flop as Russia left out

DID the Swiss-mediated Burgenstock peace
conference collapse because the organisers did
not study how delicate peace negotiations are
conducted? Did the conference fail because
Russia was not invited?In the past, the 1993 Oslo
Accords temporarily halted Israel-Palestinian
wars. Similarly, the 1998 Good Friday Agreement
brought peace between Britain and the Irish
Republican Army.The Oslo process was started in
1992-93 by Terje Larsen, a Norwegian
sociologist, and Yossi Beilin, amember of Israel’s
Labour Party government that had come to power
in 1992. This had the backing of Israeli leaders
and Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)
chief Yasser Arafat.Since the Israeli law banned
contacts with the PLO, Larsen and Beilin set up a
secret backchannel between two Israeli
professors and three PLO leaders, including
Ahmed Qurei. Their first meeting was held during
January 1993 at the residence of then Norwegian
Defence Minister Johan Jorgen Holst. The US
Department of State archive says “strict secrecy
allowed the negotiators to discuss scenarios and
potential concessions without incurring domestic
political costs.”In May 1993, Israel decided to
elevate the talks to the official level and sent then
Director General of Foreign Ministry Uri Savir. In
August that year, the Israeli and Palestinian chief
negotiators initialled the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements (DOP) in Oslo. The formal signing
ceremony was held at the White House in
September, when Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and PLO chairman Arafat ‘shook hands’.

Although permanent peace remained elusive, the
Oslo Accords were an important milestone in
West Asian peace, like the 1978 Camp David
Accords, brokered by US President Jimmy
Carter, between Egyptian President Anwar Sadat
and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin,
bringing peace between Egypt and Israel.
Together with the DOP, the agreement also
included ‘Letters of Mutual Recognition’,
through which the PLO recognised the existence
of Israel for the first time.Israel also recognised
the PLO as the legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. Besides, Israel committed
itself to withdrawing from parts of the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank and acknowledged the
Palestinian right to self-rule in those territories
under a Palestinian Authority.

Similarly, Senator George Mitchell, who was
designated as a ‘Special Envoy’ by then US
President Bill Clinton, had to toil between
September 1996 and April 1998 to bring in peace
in Northern Ireland, ending 30 years of violence.
He had to overcome hostility from the ‘unionists’,
who wanted Northern Ireland to remain with
Britain, as they felt that President Clinton had
imposed mediation efforts to their detriment.

It is said that they also opposed secret talks in a
foreign place away from Belfast, as they wanted
to avoid the possibility of being politically
ambushed away from their home base. Mitchell’s
tactic was his infinite patience to listen to the
opposing parties whose hostility to each other
was so intense that there “was very little
inclination to listen to the other side, let alone
compromise with them,” as he told an interviewer
later.The cardinal principle in all such
negotiations is the secrecy of proposals put across
by contending sides so that no embarrassment is
caused to either of them by sending wrong signals
to their constituents. The organisers should have
studied an old CIA document (1992), ‘Analytic
Support for Peace Talks’, released by its think
tank, Centre for the Study of Intelligence, as a
guide to sensitive peace negotiations.

True, Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis was
quoted as saying by the media at the UN that
several secret plans were being considered to
bring peace in Ukraine. He was also quoted by
TASS in January telling the Davos conference
that Russia should be invited.

THE apocalyptic nuclear weapons and a parlous global
security framework were in focus this month, with two
major reports being released on the same day (June 17)
— one by the ICAN (International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons) and the second by SIPRI (Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute). Their findings
are both distressing and bleak.The ICAN report reveals
that the nine nuclear-weapon-capable nations (the US,
UK, Russia, China, France, India, Israel, Pakistan and
North Korea) collectively spent $91 billion last year in
modernising and increasing their respective arsenals.
Assuaging a deep-seated strategic insecurity syndrome
apropos of the adversarial ‘other’ is the common thread
for all nine nations.Predictably, the top three spenders

are the US with $51.5 billion, which is more than half of

the global nuclear weapon-related spending in 2023,
followed by China ($11.8 billion) and Russia ($8.3
billion). ICAN Director Melissa Parke noted that the
nuclear powers collectively spent $2,898 per second last
year on these weapons and that these funds exceed what
the World Food Programme estimates as necessary to
end world hunger. She added that “a million trees could
be planted for each minute of spending on nuclear
weapons”.The reference to the number of trees that

could be planted is particularly relevant in the context of

the irreversible global warming and climate change
exigency that the world responds to in an effete and
indifferent manner. India, which is reeling under a
scorching summer and a dangerously low people-tree
ratio, is among the most affected among large nations (in
terms of total area and demography). This geo-physical
trend may soon prove to be the most serious threat to
human security globally. The recent heatwave-related
deaths during the Haj pilgrimage are illustrative.

The SIPRI Yearbook 2024 is a comprehensive volume that
provides an overview of developments in international
security, weapons and technology, military expenditure,
arms production and the arms trade as well as armed
conflicts and conflict management, along with efforts to

IN her second trip to India within a fortnight,
wide-ranging talks with PM Narendra Modi,

bolster their ties. This was the first bilateral state visit
by a foreign leader after the formation of the new

by New Delhi and Dhaka covered a lot of ground —
maritime cooperation and blue economy, railway

relations go from strength to strength. In November

The exam system needs urgent course correction

The practice of appointing members to recruitment commissions based on political connections must be ended.

THE Ministry of Education has cancelled the 2024 UGC-

NET (University Grants Commission-National
Eligibility Test) in view of a paper leak. The case is now
under the purview of the CBI, which will conduct further
investigation. The ministry has also handed over the case
of alleged irregularities in the conduct of the 2024
NEET-UG (National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test-
Undergraduate) to the CBI. The NEET medical entrance
exam is also under the scrutiny of the Supreme Court. In
this year’s NEET (UG), a record-breaking 23 lakh
candidates had got themselves registered.

Meanwhile, Subodh Kumar Singh has been removed from

the post of Director General of the National Testing
Agency (NTA) amid the controversy over the NEET-UG
and UGC-NET exams. In another significant
development, the government has postponed the NEET-
PG.These cases of question paper leak are not isolated,
but rather part of a long history of incidents. The IIT-JEE
of 1997 and the All India Pre Medical Test of 2011
witnessed this menace. The phenomenon is seen in many
states, regardless of which political party is in power.
There is a high incidence of paper leak in India. As a
result, numerous examinations have to be cancelled.
According to media reports, over the past seven years,
more than 70 examination papers have been illicitly
disclosed in various states, resulting in adverse
consequences for the professional prospects of over 1.7
crore individuals. Instances of leaked exam papers and
answer keys are frequently shared on social media
platforms such as WhatsApp, X (formerly Twitter) and
Facebook.

The NTA need not be scrapped; only the examination

system needs to be revamped. Each year, over 10 lakh
candidates participate in the Civil Services
examinations, yet the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) manages to conduct a secure examination.
However, when it comes to online exams, there is a
potential risk of leak due to the use of technology. The
likelihood of the threat intensifying is certain to rise
amid the use of artificial intelligence (Al). Given these
circumstances, Al is poised to become a significant
menace. If the website of the Home Ministry can be
compromised, it is reasonable to question why these
exams cannot be similarly vulnerable to hacking. Every
exam that is scrapped not only wastes the time and
money of millions of students, but also consumes
taxpayers’ money. The NTA is exceeding its brief by
repeatedly employing a trial-and-error approach in
conducting these examinations. The agency was
established in 2017. However, even after seven years,
the scourge of paper leak persists. The NTA must take
lessons from the UPSC.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina held

underlining the commitment of both nations to

BJP-led NDA government. The agreements signed

connectivity, space sector, digital partnership,
healthcare and defence production.Describing India
as Bangladesh’s major neighbour and a trusted
friend, she recalled the contribution of the
government and the people of India to her country’s
liberation in 1971. Beyond the historical legacy,
Modi and Hasina have developed a good rapport
over the past decade. This has helped bilateral

last year, when Hasina was under pressure not only
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The practice of appointing members to recruitment

commissions based on political connections must be
ended. Additionally, the examination commission
should possess its own printing press or alternatively, the
digital copy should be directly transmitted through a
code lock system — 15 minutes prior to the examination
— to the designated examination centre. The document
ought to be printed and distributed among the
candidates. By employing this approach, the cost of
question papers will undoubtedly be slightly higher
compared to press printing, but they will be secure and
impervious to leaks. It is imperative that the punishment
for the paper mafia is administered promptly within a
specified timeframe in a fast-track court, ideally withina
month of the arrests. If any coaching institute is found to
be involved, appropriate action should be taken against
the individuals responsible and the institute should be
shut down. The participation of external agencies
facilitates unethical practices. From the initial creation
of paper sets to their delivery to the examination centre, a
large number of individuals are involved in the process.
As a result, each person has a clearly defined
responsibility within the hierarchy. Question papers
undergo multiple stages involving drafting, printing and
transportation before reaching the examination centres.
It is imperative to prohibit the use of mobile phones by

Delhi-Dhaka rapport

Neighbours hoost ties under Chinese, US gaze

No light at the end of the N-tunnel

ICAN and SIPRI reports paint a grim picture on the global nuclear front

control conventional, nuclear, chemical and biological
weapons. The nuclear chapter of almost 100 pages is a
valuable summary of recent developments and trends in
the nuclear domain over the last year. Authors Hans
Kristensen and Matt Korda are to be commended for
their due diligence in furrowing a tenaciously opaque
domain, where facts, information, disinformation and
political rhetoric abound.

The key findings of the SIPRI nuclear survey are that the
number and types of nuclear weapons in development
have increased, as all nine nations deepen their reliance
on nuclear deterrence to safeguard what they perceive as
their core national interest. The most recent example is
that of the Russia-Ukraine war, where Moscow has
rattled its nuclear sabre to warn the US-led NATO about
redlines, and in response, both NATO and the US have
stated that they will enhance their nuclear readiness

across the board.The SIPRI nuclear overview indicates
that in early 2024, the nuclear nine (N9) “possessed
approximately 12,121 nuclear weapons, of which 9,585
were considered to be potentially operationally
available. An estimated 3,904 of these warheads were
deployed with operational forces, including about 2,100
that were kept in a state of high operational alert— about
100 more than the previous year.”While the US and
Russia still account for 88 per cent of the total global
arsenal, an instructive statistic has been highlighted by
SIPRI in relation to China, whose nuclear arsenal “has
increased significantly from 410 warheads in January
2023 to 500 by January 2024, with expectations of
continued growth”. It adds that China is in the middle of
a significant modernisation and expansion of its nuclear
arsenal over the next decade and “some projections
suggest that China could potentially deploy at least as

all persons involved. The majority of the examination
centres are privately owned institutions, and a
significant number of them do not meet the required
standards. Examinations ought to be exclusively
administered at government-approved facilities, with
papers subject to constant surveillance and monitoring
via CCTV cameras.The leak of question papers for
public examinations has a significant impact on public
trust, besides causing a substantial financial burden on
the state exchequer. The Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, also known as
the anti-paper leak law, has come into effect. But the
notification of the Central Government regarding the
Act contains a lacunae that require an urgent resolution.
The new legislation mandates a minimum prison
sentence of three years; it should be increased to a
minimum of 10 years. The severity of the punishment
should align with the seriousness of the offence. There is
no provision for conducting investigations within a
specified time-frame. In addition to imposing an
additional prison sentence for failure to pay a fine for an
offence under the Act, the provision for confiscation of
the offender’s property should also be included. The
candidate who engages in exploiting unfair methods
should be disqualified from appearing in any subsequent
examination.

from the Bangladeshi Opposition but also the US
ahead of the national elections, PM Modi joined her
in virtually inaugurating three infrastructure
projects. This had given a major fillip to Hasina’s
poll campaign.A key takeaway from last week’s
interaction was India’s decision to send a technical
team to Bangladesh for a mega project to conserve
the Teesta river. China, which spares no effort in
wooing or coercing India’s neighbours, has been
eyeing the estimated $1-billion project amid New
Delhi’s reservations. Hasina’s bonhomie with India
will be put to the test next month, when she is
expected to travel to China. India, meanwhile, is in
no mood to walk a tightrope. In a fresh assertion of'its
independent foreign policy, New Delhi is engaging
closely with Dhaka even though the US has been
critical of the Hasina-led Awami League government
over alleged human rights violations and electoral
irregularities.

many intercontinental ballistic missiles as either Russia
or the US in that period”.

While China may be pitting itself against the US, a visible

increase in the deployment of Chinese nukes (from the
current 24) would have significant implications for
South Asian strategic stability that would be of grave
import to New Delhi.During the Cold War, the nuclear
missile contest was played out between the US and its
allies (UK and France) and the then USSR from 1945 to
1991. After the ‘scare’ of the 1962 Cuban missile crisis,
both sides warily moved towards a degree of credible,
robust nuclear deterrence that was predicated on arms
control agreements and MAD (mutually assured
destruction). This geopolitical, steady-state plateau had
an ironic anomaly, wherein a deep techno-strategic
insecurity was assuaged by accepting MAD — and the
acronym captures the apocalyptic sardonicism.

ince the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the

world has been getting divided into two competing
nuclear weapon clusters: the US-led military alliance
(with the UK and France) versus the Russia-China dyad
having North Korea as a junior partner. The other three
members of N9 — India, Pakistan and Israecl — have not
formally joined either cluster, though their geopolitical
orientation is self-evident.

The bleakness referred to at the outset stems from the fact

that since 2022, the world has drifted from reasonably
robust deterrence to one of fragile fecklessness. The
earlier strategic communication among the major
powers and well-entrenched arms control and restraint
agreements have steadily frayed.The US is going
through an intense domestic socio-political churn with
the possibility of a second Trump presidency. Russia
remains determined to prosecute its war in Ukraine,
come what may, while Chinese belligerence over its
territorial claims continues to be brittle. This is a bleak
augury. The ICAN and SIPRI reports illuminate this arid
landscape in an objective manner but underscore the
grimreality that there is no light at the end of this tunnel.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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NEWS BOX

Euro 2024: England top group
despite grab draw, Denmark,
Slovenia wait to know fate

New Delhi. England finished top and
Slovenia also advanced to the knockout
stages of Euro 2024 after an uninspiring 0-0
draw in their final Group C match on
Tuesday.England had already qualified for
the round of 16 and, despite another flat
performance, the draw leaves them in first
place in the group on five points.

Slovenia finished level on three points with
Denmark, who drew 0-0 with Serbia, and
though they had the same goal difference,
goals scored and disciplinary record, the
Danes appeared to have advanced in second
place due to their UEFA ranking, going
through with Slovenia, subject to
confirmation.England had the best of the
action in a tepid game of few real chances,
with Harry Kane and Phil Foden forcing easy
saves from goalkeeper Jan Oblak and
Bukayo Saka having a goal ruled out in the
first half for offside. England dominated
possession but had few shots on target as
Slovenia defended resolutely and tried to
crowd out every attack from their frustrated
opponents.

Denmark, Slovenia wait

Denmark secured a place in the knockout phase
of Euro 2024 with a nervy 0-0 draw in
Munich on Tuesday against Serbia who head
home after coming bottom of Group C. The
Danes had most possession and chances,
with Christian Eriksen pulling the strings
from midfield, but were unable to turn that
into a goal in their third draw of the
tournament.They will await UEFA
confirmation of whether they came second or
third in the group - affecting who they face in
the last 16 - depending on disciplinary points
or rankings versus Slovenia. Serbia defended
stoutly for long periods, but could not
provide opportunities for veteran striker
Aleksandar Mitrovic who apf)ealed
unsuccessfully for a penalty several times.
They came fourth in the group with two
points from two draws.

Copa America: Lautaro Martinez' late goal
helps Argentina reach quarters with Chile win

wArgentina defeated Chile 1-0 to make
to the quarters

wLautaro scored the match-winner in the
88th minute

wArgentina play Peru in Miami in their
final group gamea

New Delhi. Argentina became the first side to

book passage into the Copa America quarter-
finals after a late strike from Lautaro
Martinez earned them a 1-0 Group A victory
over Chile on Tuesday. The defending
champions had to wait until the 88th minute
for the winner. Giovani Lo Celso's shot was
saved by Chile's Claudio Bravo after a
Lionel Messi corner kick but Martinez was
on hand to fire home the rebound.The goal
stood after a lengthy VAR review for offside.
Argentina top the group with six points after
two matches, with Canada in second on three
following their 1-0 win over Peru earlier on
Tuesday. Chile and Peru have one point
each."These matches are always like this, we
have to continue in the same way, treating
the matches in this way, as they are all going
to be complicated," Martinez told TyC

"-ﬁ‘:

Sports."Everything was tight, they set up
lines of five at times ... but we are happy that
at the end of the day we ended up taEmg the
three points, which is what we wanted to
start with."The loss extended Chile's winless
streak against Argentina in the Copa
America to 30 matches. Chile have won the
Copa twice but have never beaten Argentina
in regulation time at the tournament, getting

the better of them on penalties in the final of
the 2015 and 2016 editions.There was little
to separate the two in a cautious opening
spell at MetLife Stadium but once Argentina
got going it Liulckly turned into a one-sided
contest. ian Alvarez and Nicolas
Gonzalez tested keeper Bravo with tame
efforts, while Rodrigo de Paul smashed a
swerving right-foot effort just over the

Jasprit Bumrah bowling like it's a video

New Delhi.

crossbar. Captain Messi, who played a role
in both of Argentina's goals in their opening
win over Canada, was once again at his
brilliant best and nearly opened the scoring
in the 36th minute with a powerful low drive
that hit the post.Argentina kept up the
pressure in the second half and Alexis Mac
Allister was unable to connect with a pin-
point free kick from Messi to spurn a gilt-
edged op]iortumty Rodrigo Echeverria
recorded Chile's first shot of the match in the
72nd minute, a powerful strike from distance
which was kept out by Emiliano Martinez.
The Argentine goalkeeper, who barely had
anything to do for over an hour, found
himself called into action twice more over
the next few minutes, keeping out efforts
from Echeverria and Marcelino Nunez.

Just as it looked like the 15-times Copa

America champions would be made to rue
their missed chances, substitute Martinez's
goal ensured victory and a top-two spot in
the group. The defending champions had the
chance to kill the game off in stoppage time
with a two-on-one break but Martinez fired a
close range shot straight at Bravo."We have a
tough group, very evenly matched, we had
chances to score," Bravo said. "The next
opponent is going to be tough like these two
we've had."In the group's final fixtures on
Saturday, Argentina play Peru in Miami
while Chile take on Canada in Orlando.

SA vs AFG, T20 World Cup semis:
South Africa out to improve baffling

knockout record
South Africa will look to

gume: Arshdeep on help from star pacer

New Delhi.  Arshdeep Singh has
revealed how Jasprit Bumrah's 'video
game' type economical bowling has
helped him get more wickets during

Mbappe, Lewandowski score
penalties as France, Poland
draw at Euro 2024

DORTMUND. Kylian Mbappe scored a

overcome their jittery knockout run when
they take on a spirited Afghanistan side in
the first semi-final of the men's T20 World
Cup 2024 in Trinidad on Thursday, June 27.
Having remained unbeaten so far in the

have been doing well in
partnerships.

"And all the other bowlers we have is
also helping me out. They're

penalty on his return after breaking his nose
but Robert Lewandowski's reply meant
France and Poland drew 1-1 in their final
group game at Euro 2024 on Tuesday.

The result in Dortmund, combined with
Austria's 3-2 victory over the Netherlands at
the same time, saw France finish second in
Group D with one win and two draws.

France will now head to Duesseldorf for a last-
16 tie next Monday against the runners-up in
Group E, which could be Belgium, Romania,
Slovakia or Ukraine."We have to appreciate
what we did. We're qualified. We know when
we're playing next (July 1), even if we don't
know against who exactly," said France
coach Didier Deschamps."We've achieved
our first objective. Even if we don't have the
spot we were aiming for because we are
second. A new competition is about to start."
Wearing a mask to protect his injured nose,
Mbappe rolled in a spot-kick to put France
ahead early in the second half after Ousmane
Dembele was brought down.It was Mbappe's
first ever goal at a European Championship,
and the first scored by a France player at this
year's tournament -- their only prior goal
came when Austria's Maximilian Woeber put
into his own net.Yet Lewandowski, Poland's
all-time top scorer who was himself starting
for the first time at Euro 2024 after a thigh
injury, equalised from a penalty at the other
end 11 minutes from time.His first kick was
saved by Mike Maignan, but Lewandowski
was allowed a retake as the France
goalkeeper came off his line before the ball
had been struck.France's result is all the
more significant as they are now on the
same side of the draw as Portugal, Spain
and Germany, which they would have
avoided by topping the group.

Often imprecise and lacking in intensity
here, the 2022 World Cup runners-up will
certainly need to improve on this
performance, and their previous group
outings, if they are to win the competition.

EFI picks Anush over Shruti for

Paris Games

NEW DELHI. The Equestrian Federation of
India (EFI) has picked Anush Agarwalla to
represent the country at the upcoming Paris
Games in the dressage event after he pipped
close contender Shruti Vora on better
average after a careful evaluation of their
recent performances.The decision was taken
unanimously by the Executive Council with
the federation president handing his stamp of
approval. It will be the first time the country
will be having a
representation at
the dressage event
at the quadrennial
event.

Anush has been a
consistent operator
since the
qualification period
began last year and
had achieved

Minimum Eligibility Requirement (MER)
four times while veteran Shruti earned the
required two MERSs this month. According to
the federation, Anush was given the nod as he
had a better average score of 67.695 %.
Shruti’s average was 67.163 %.
As per the criteria set by the EFI, a rider-horse
combination is required to achieve a
minimum of 67% twice between January 1,
2023 and June 24, 2024 to be eligible for the
Paris Games qualification. According to EFI
selection criteria, if more than one athlete is
eligible then the athlete with the highest
average in Grand Prix out of the best four
events in the past one year shall be chosen to
participate. Scores at only FEI level
competitions 3* and above are counted.

*® @ -.® @

the T20 World Cup 2024 as India
reached the semi-final once again.
Bumrah and Arshdeep have been the
main pacers for India with the latter
being amongst the leading wicket-
takers in the tournament.

Speaking after the Australia win,
Arshdeep had credited Bumrah for his
success and the pacer continued to
sing the praises of his senior partner. In an
interaction with Kuldeep Yadav, Arsheep
said that things haven't been that difficult
for him with Bumrah operating from the
other end. The left-arm pacer feels the
pressure from Bumrah forces the batters to
go hard at him and play high-risk shots,

Jasprit (Bumrah) bhai is bowling, it's like
it's from a video game, especially with the
economy he is bowling at.""So all the
pressure that is on the batters, they try to
take it out on me. They try to play high-
risk shots, and I end up getting wickets. So
alot of credit goes to him," said Arshdeep.

which helps him get wickets."I don't think Arshdeep also feels he is getting a lot of

it has been that difficult for me. The way

England top Euros group but disappoint again

COLOGNE. England manager Gareth
Southgate was met with boos and beer cups
thrown by his own fans despite his team
topping Group C as Slovenia also
progressed to the knockout stages of Euro
2024 thanks to a 0-0 draw in Cologne.

The Three Lions were already assured of a
place in the last 16 but can expect more
criticism after failing to improve on
underwhelming performances in edging
past Serbia and drawing with Denmark.

"I get it that they are not happy with me, that is
the reality. I am not going to back away from
that. I need them behind the team,"
Southgate said of the supporters' reaction.

"I was not going to back away from going over
to thank people for coming and giving the
support that they did, but I know that this is
causing an issue for the group."

England will have to wait until Wednesday's
final group games to find out which of the
four best third-placed teams they will face in
the last 16.But more questions will be asked
over one of the favourites' ability to end a 58-
year wait for major tournament glory as a

Leading from the front: How Roh

support from the rest of the bowling, who

star-studded forward line was snuffed out by
Slovenia."T thought we played a lot better
than the other games. We couldn't just find
that finish but we look forward to the next
one," said England captain Harry
Kane.Southgate made a statement with his
team selection, resisting the calls to make
mass changes as Conor Gallagher replaced
Trent Alexander-Arnold in the only
alteration from the opening two games.If the
England boss was looking for a reaction by
showing faith in the other 10 who have
started all three matches in Germany, he was
left disappointed.Slovenia are now nine
games unbeaten, which included beating
Portugal 2-0 in a pre-tournament
friendly.Declan Rice had highlighted
Benjamin Sesko as their big threat on
Monday.Sesko could have been lining up
alongside Rice at Arsenal next season had he
not shunned interest to extend his contract at
RB Leipzig.The 21-year-old shrugged off a
thigh injury to start and had the first chance
of the game when he tamely headed straight
at Jordan Pickford four minutes

bowling in partnerships. One is
stopping runs from one end and the
other is getting wickets. So as a
bowling unit, everyone is clicking
well and the support is good," said
Arshdeep.
Bumrah-Arshdeep connection in
T20 World Cup 2024
Both Bumrah and Arshdeep have
been sensational for India, especially in the
powerplay overs. Bumrah produced
Player Of The Match performances in the
first two matches against Ireland and
Pakistan, with an exceptional economy-
rate.Bumrah has picked up 11 wickets
from 6 matches with an economy rate of
4.08. Arshdeep, on the other hand, has
picked up 15 wickets from 6 matches and

in Slovenia stalemate

in.Slovenian celebrationsIt took 20
minutes for England to pose a serious
threat and only the offside flag denied
them a slick opening goal.Rice picked out
Phil Foden's run but the Manchester City
midfielder had strayed beyond the
Slovenian defence before squaring for
Bukayo Saka to tap in.Southgate took
action at the break as Gallagher was
replaced by Kobbie Mainoo.The 19-year-
old added some much needed thrust to the
England midfield but they still struggled to
turn dominance in possession into
chances.Kane saw a header cleared by
Sesko from a corner and Rice flashed a
shot wide from the edge of the
box.Southgate answered the call to give
Cole Palmer his first minutes of the
tournament in the final 20 minutes.The
Chelsea midfielder, who scored 26 goals at
club level this season, had England's only
shot on target of the second half but failed
to seriously test veteran goalkeeper Jan
Oblak.

tournament, the Proteas will look to end the
long-standing jinx of not having won a
World Cup semi-final yet. Yes, you read that
right!History does not favour South Africa
in one of the much-anticipated T20 World
Cup clashes, which will be held at the Brian
Lara Stadium in Trinidad. In 10 appearances
in the knockout stages of men's World Cups,
South Africa have managed to win only one
match. The rare win came in the quarter-final
of the 2015 World Cup when a Proteas side
led by Faf du Plessis defeated Sri Lanka in
Sydney.South Africa in men's World Cup
knockout matches: Played - 10, Won 1, Lost
8 and Tied - 1. However, the Aiden
Markram-led South Africa side doesn't seem
to carry the baggage of the past in the USA

and the Caribbean. Only two players from
the 2015 World Cup squad feature in the
current side -- David Miller and Quinton de
Kock -- with both of them being serial
winners of franchise-based T20 titles.South
Africa have shown enough signs that they
are mentally geared up to close out tight
games this time around. Out of the 10
meetings in the World Cup knockout
matches, South Africa have gone down
thrice against Australia -- including the
infamous tied game of the 1999 World Cup
semifinal. The Proteas, now, have the
advantage of not facing Australia, thanks to
Afghanistan and India, who knocked
Mitchell Marsh's side out of the competition
in the Super 8 stage.

it Sharma

has inspired a new Indian approach

Rohit Sharma is making a run
for the T20 World Cup trophy
with his aggressive approach.
But the Indian captain is
making sure that none of his
teammates are left behind and
making them run alongside him
with the new Indian team

approach.

NEW DELHI. InT201don'tbelieve we need

to get fifties and hundreds, what matters is
the pressure you put on the bowlers. All the
batters from the word go played like that and
that's how we want to play as well."These
were the words of a proud and happy Rohit
Sharma after India outclassed Bangladesh in
a Super 8 clash on June 22. The Indian
skipper that day led from the front and was in

Sth gear from the get-go. He scored 23 off 11
balls, with a strike-rate 0f 209.09. Fans were
left wanting more from the India captain, and
a few days later he delivered in the biggest
match of the tournament so far. Rohit scored
92 runs against Australia off just41 balls, and
with a strike-rate of over 224.

This was the same intent he showed in the ODI

World Cup, but the team couldn't keep the
pace up with him during that time. Now,
Rohit is making his team run alongside him
in the race as India gear up for another semi-
final in the T20 World Cup 2024. The
remarkable change in the batting unit has
been the fact that no one of the batters are
trying to wait and settle in. This was seen
even in the US as Indian batters followed the
simple mantra, "see ball, hit ball."And the
message has quite literally come from the top
of the order with Rohit showing the way. But
how has the rest of the side started to run
along with their skipper? Paul Collingwood
seemingly knows how Rohit has been able to
make this change.

All about strike-rate and impact

®* @ o® D

Speaking in the Star Sports Press Room,

Collingwood said that the message in the
changing room and the ones outside it from
the captain has been pretty clear. The former
all-rounder feels that Rohit wants his players
to focus on the strike-rate and create an
impact on the game."The messaging is pretty
clear from Rohit Sharma. Be it the messaging
in the change room, but some of the
messages I have seen in the press
conferences where he said it's not about
personal milestones, it's about strike rate and
about having an impact on the game. All
these things are huge when it comes to the

players having the belief that the captain
and the coaches are 100 percent behind
them to have an impact on the game," said
Collingwood.Collingwood feels that India
has had a massive change because of this as
they have gone from best chasers in the
game to a dangerous unit when it comes to
setting targets. He further commented that
India are now following what England used
to do under Eoin Morgan and trying to
attack from ball one.I think it's been a
massive change in the Indian cricket team.
They have always been one of the best
chasers in T20 cricket. Virat Kohli, at the top
of the order, once he knows what rhythm and
tempo he is going to play, he has been one of
the best chasers.""But I have seen a massive
switch in the approach, especially when they
are setting targets. They really want to be
aggressive from the first ball. England have
been doing this for 6-7 years since Eoin
Morgan took over back in 2016. They have
this kind of really go out and be aggressive
from Ball 1 kind of stuff. It seems that they
set the benchmark and other teams are trying
to follow that and India is no different.
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eha

Sharma

Turns Up The Heat In A Crop
Top, Hot Video Goes Viral

Neha Sharma surely knows how to raise temperatures! The

actress, known for her impeccable fashion sense, recently made

heads turn in her latest social media post. She looked stunning

in a classic white crop top and blue jeans combo.She

captioned her post, “Ain’t no Monday blues here .” The

actress smiled for the camera and played with her fair to

shun away her Monday blues. Neha looked ravishing in

her video and left her friends gasping for breath. Check

out the hot video here:

Neha Sharma

remains

grapevine’s

darling because

of her strong and *

on-point social

media and

paparazzi game.

Her appearances =

outside gyms and

airports with her sister

Aisha Sharma frequently

catch the attention of the |

shutterbugs and needless to
say, go viral on social
media within minutes.
Apart from her social media
posts and sartorial
sensibilities, the actor often
makes headlines for her

strong opinions on the film industry.

And in a recent interaction with News18 Showsha, Neha makes a

bold statement on how an actor is sometimes forced to play de-

glam roles to be taken seriously. Known for her glamorous avatars

on and off-screen, Neha too has sometimes been seen shunning the

sheen and taking on parts that go against her image. “No offense to

anyone but I feel that to be taken seriously in this industry, you need

to de-glam yourself. If you look a certain way, they’ll call you a bad

\ actor. I think it’s just a stereotype,” she statesAccording to Neha,

\ actors like her often resort to a ‘ploy’ like this so as to change the

) perception that they’ve in the industry. “And if you aren’t a very

good looking person, people start seeing the acting and

performance in your eyes and suddenly, the little nuances in your

act are appreciated a lot more. This has become a ploy for all

actors including me to de-glam so that we’re taken a bit more

seriously,” she adds.

Kareena Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan Wish ‘Lifetime Of
Laughter And Joy’ To Sonakshi Sinha-Zaheer Iqbal

Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer Igbal married in an intimate ceremony on June 23. The couple
has been trending since they shared the first photos. Wishes have been pouring in from all
corners. Alia Bhatt to Athiya Shetty, everyone has showered love on the newlywed. Kareena
Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali Khan also extended their wishes and shared the couple’s photo on
social media.Taking to her Instagram stories, Kareena shared the photo and wrote,
“Congratulations you two (@aslisona @iazaheerhero. Wishing you both a lifetime of
laughter and joy.-Saif and Kareena.” Alia shared the photos on her Instagram story and
wrote, “Congratulations! Sona and Zaheer! You two look so full of love and joy!! Big, big
hug and welcome to the club.” She also tagged Sonakshi and Zaheer in the photo.Sonakshi
Sinha has made her first
appearance post-
wedding with Zaheer
Igbal, stunning in a
beautiful traditional red
silk saree. She
accessorized with a
striking beaded green
and gold necklace,
matching drop earrings,
and red bangles. Her
hair bun was adorned
with a garland of
jasmine tied around it.
Sporting winged
eyeliner and a blush
pink lip colour,
Sonakshi beamed with
joy on her special day.
She also sported sindoor and held Zaheer close. The groom complemented her look in a
white kurta and jacket. They happily posed as man and wife for the paps at the wedding
reception.

Sharing photos from their low-key wedding ceremony, the newlyweds wrote on Instagram,
“On this very day, seven years back (23.06.2017) in each others eyes, we saw love in its
purest form and decided to hold on to it. Today that love has guided us through all the
challenges and triumphs. .. leading up to this moment. .. where with the blessings of both our
families and both our gods... we are now man and wife. Here’s to love, hope and all things
beautiful with each other, from now until forever. Sonakshi ?? Zaheer 23.06.2024.”Sonakshi
and Zaheer dated for seven years before taking their relationship to the next level. While they
got hitched in an intimate ceremony, the couple hosted a grand reception for their friends
from the film industry.
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It’s Really Relaxing’: Mouli

Ganguly On Working With
Husband Mazhar Sayed

b

Mouli Ganguly is currently playing the role of Ira in
the Hindi serial, Janani — Al Ki Kahani. The actress
recently opened up about playing the lead role along
with her husband, actor Mazhar Sayed in the show
after two decades. She calls it refreshing. The duo is
playing the role of a scientist couple in the show.
Talking about her previous work, Mouli Ganguly said,
“In Kaahin Kissii Roz, we were not opposite each
other, so this experience is completely new and
exciting.” The show is airing on Danga TV. Mazhar
and Mouli are playing a couple on screen that is
expected to add new dynamism to their professional
and personal lives. Mouli expressed her happiness to
TANS and she is enjoying the time on sets with her
husband. The chemistry between the two on and off-
screen has added authenticity to their characters,
making the show even more appealing to the audience.
Working with a life partner can be a unique experience,
and for Mouli and Mazhar, it is nothing less than a joy.
“It’s really relaxing because coming together, going
home together, and getting to spend time together is so
much fun. Otherwise, we usually share each other’s set
stories. This time, it’s the same story,” she said in an
interview.Mouli Ganguly is known for her works in
serials like Saaksshi, Aathvaan Vachhan and Laagi
Tujhse Lagan. She was also seen in films like
Kissebaaz, Raincoat, 68 Pages and others.

The couple appeared in the dance reality show Nach
Baliye 4. It showed their strong partnership and
chemistry. Mazhar and Mouli got married in the year
2010. Mazhar plays the role of Virat Sharma in this
show. It also stars Prapti Shukla, Nitin Guleria, Sumit
Kaul, Priyank Tataria and Aashika Bhatia. It is
produced by MAJ Productions.

Mouli Ganguly has previously appeared in television
shows like Baal Shiv-Mahadev Ki Andekhi Gatha,
Jamai Raja, Shakti-Astitva Ke Ehsaas Ki, Aasman Se
Aage and Mano Ya Naa Mano 2. She started her film
career with the Bengali serial Baksho Rahashya. She
shot to fame with Ekta Kapoor’s serial Kaahin Kissi
Roz. She also played the titular role in Saaksshi.

Ishq Vishk Rebound Box
Office Day 3: Rohit Saraf,
Jibraan Khan’s Film
Earns Close Rs 4 Crores

‘( T

Lial

Ishq Vishk Rebound, directed by Nipun Avinash
Dharmadhikari and part of the Ishq Vishk franchise, is
having a slow start at the box office. According to
Sacnilk.com, the film earned Rs 1 crore net on its
opening day in India. On Sunday, i.e day 3, the movie
minted over Rs 1.40 crores. With this, the film’s total
earnings stand at Rs 3.55 Crores.According to a
report in Sacknilk, Ishq Vishk Rebound had an overall
17.69% Hindi Occupancy on Sunday, June 23, 2024.
While the morning shows had 7.66% attendance,
afternoon shows had 22.36%, evening shows had
25.40% and night shows had around 15.35%.News18
Showsha’s review of the film read, “The
disappointing camera work bogs down the film’s
viewing experience. But fortunately, the actors
manage to hold our hands until the end. Ishq Vishk
Rebound is out and out Rohit Saraf’s film. He is the
narrator of the film. His character, Raghav, often
breaks the fourth wall to talk to the audience and share
his thoughts. The approach is heavily inspired from
Phoebe Waller-Bridge’s Emmy-award winning show
Fleabag. In India, Kader Khan had done it in the
1980s with Ghar Ho Toh Aisa.” Hrithik Roshan’s
cousin Pashmina has made her acting debut in the
film. At the trailer launch, producer Ramesh Taurani
had revealed she had auditioned for the role and had
not revealed her background until her family name
popped up when she was signing the contract. In an
interview with News18, Dharmadhikari said that
though the role was tough to cast, when he found
Pashmina, he knew she was a perfect fit.

Pashmina was my only choice to play Samiya,
nobody else came close. In that list of shortlisted
names, there was only one name when it came to
Samiya,” the filmmaker said. “I think Pashmina’s
character was the toughest to cast, she plays a
different character. Once you see the film you will
understand.



