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Julian Assange's actions put lives at
risk: US as WikiLeaks founder walks
free

Hours after Julian Assange landed in Australia to an

ecstatic welcome on Wednesday evening, the US State
Department said Assange's actions put lives at risk even
as the judge who accepted the WikiLeaks founder's
guilty plea to resolve his case noted that no victims had
been identified. A spokesperson for the State Department,
however, preferred not to give any examples of the harm
caused by Assange's release, after he was asked by
reporters to provide for, if any. The spokesperson said the
department's involvement in the resolution of Assange's
case was very limited. Assange spent his first night in 14
years as a free man back at home in Australia after
pleading guilty to violating US espionage law in a deal
that sets him free from a 14-year legal battle.

He had battled extradition to Sweden on sexual assault
allegations and to the US, where he faced 18 criminal
charges tied to WikiLeaks' release in 2010 of hundreds
of thousands of US classified military documents and
diplomatic cables.Chief US District Judge, Ramona V
Manglona, in the US territory of Saipan accepted
Assange's guilty plea to a single criminal count.

While Washington has often called Assange's actions
reckless and claimed they put its agents at risk, the judge
noted that the United States could not identify any
personal victim from them.”There's another significant
fact - the government has indicated there is no personal
victim here. That tells me the dissemination of this
information did not result in any known physical injury,"

La Paz,

Bolivia President thanks people as cou
attempt fails, army general arrested

Bolivia, Armoured vehicles
rammed the doors of Bolivia’s
government palace on Wednesday in an
apparent coup attempt, but President Luis
Arce vowed to stand firm and named a
new army commander who ordered
troops to stand down.Soon the soldiers
pulled back, along with a line of military
vehicles, as hundreds of Arce’s
supporters rushed the square outside the
palace, waving Bolivian flags, singing
the national anthem and cheering.Arce,
surrounded by ministers, waved at the
crowd. "Thank you to the Bolivian
people", he said. "Let democracy live
on".Hours later, the Bolivian general who
appeared to be behind the rebellion, Juan
Jose Zuniga, was arrested after the
attorney general opened an
investigation.It wasn’t immediately clear
what the charges were against
him.However, in a twist, Zuniga claimed
before his arrest that Arce himself told the
general to storm the palace in a political
move. "The president told me, the
situation is very screwed up, very critical.

It is necessary to prepare something to
raise my popularity", Z°higa told
reporters.Z°higa said he asked Arce if he
should "take out the armoured vehicles?"
and Arce replied, "Take them
out".Wednesday’s rebellion followed
months of tensions, with economic
hardship and protests growing ever
stronger as two political titans — Arce
and his one-time ally, leftist former
President Evo Morales — battled for
control of the ruling party.Still, the
apparent attempt to depose the sitting
president appeared to lack any
meaningful support, and even Arce’s
rivals closed ranks to defend democracy
and repudiate the uprising.The spectacle
shocked Bolivians, no stranger to
political unrest. In 2019, Morales was
ousted as president following an earlier
political crisis.As the crisis unfolded
Wednesday, military vehicles flooded
into the plaza. Before entering the
government building, Z°higa, general
commander of the army, told journalists
"Surely soon there will be a new Cabinet
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of ministers; our country, our state,
cannot go on like this". Z°niga said that
"for now", though, he recognised Arce as
commander in chief.Z°higa did not
explicitly say he was leading a coup, but
in the palace, he said the army was trying
to '"restore democracy and free our
political prisoners".Shortly after, Arce
confronted Z°figa in the palace hallway,
as shown on video on Bolivian television.
"l am your captain, and I order you to
withdraw your soldiers, and 1 will not
allow this insubordination", Arce
said.Surrounded by ministers, he added
"Here we are, firm in Casa Grande, to

confront any coup attempt. We need
the Bolivian people to organise".He
added in a video message that he would
not "allow, once again, coup attempts
to take the lives of Bolivians".Less
than an hour later, Arce announced new
heads of the army, navy and air force
amid the roar of supporters, and
thanked the country’s police and
regional allies for standing by him.
Arce said the troops who rose against
him were "staining the uniform" of the
military"I order all that are mobilised to
return to their units", said the newly
named army chief José Wilson Sanchez.
"No one wants the images we’re seeing in
the streets".Shortly after, the armoured
vehicles roared out of the plaza, tailed by
hundreds of military fighters as police in
riot gear set up blockades outside the
government palace.The incident was met
with a wave of outrage by other regional
leaders, including the Organization of
American States, Chilean President
Gabriel Boric, the leader of Honduras,
and former Bolivian leaders.

the judge said.The State Department spokesperson
reiterated the US position when asked about the judge's
comments."The State Department did an extraordinary
amount of work when we found out that these cables
were going to be published to get people out of harm's
way," the department's spokesperson said.

The State Department said the Justice Department acted
independently in the case.The spokesperson added that
there was some limited coordination between the State
Department and the Australian government recently.

Indian-origin man jailed for over a
year for fatal gang brawl in
Singapore hotel

Singapore. A 25-year-old Indian-origin man in
Singapore was sentenced to more than a year in jail and
fined SGD 2,000 for his involvement in a rival gang-
inspired brawl at a hotel in 2023 in which one person
was killed.

Sharvin Jay Nair pleaded guilty on Tuesday to one
charge of voluntarily causing hurt to Mohammad Isrrat
Mohd Ismail, who died following a brawl at a hotel in
the tourist belt of Orchard Road, The Straits Times
newspaper reported.Nair, who also admitted to other
charges, was sentenced to 12 months and eight weeks
in jail by a court in Singapore.More than 10 men have
been charged over their alleged involvement in the
brawl.Among them is another Indian-origin man,
Asvain Pachan Pillai Sukumaran, 29, who is facing a
murder charge for allegedly killing Isrrat.Deputy
Public Prosecutor Kathy Chu said the two groups
involved in the brawl belonged to two rival secret
societies.Those convicted of voluntarily causing hurt
can be jailed for up to three years, fined up to
SGD5,000, or both.

India demands stern action in

Indian worker's death in ltaly

World India on Wednesday asked Italy to take prompt
action against those responsible for the death ofa31-
year-old Indian worker, who died after he was
dumped on the road without medical assistance by
his employer after his arm was severed by heavy
farm machinery.

Muktesh Pardeshi, Secretary (CPV & OIA), conveyed
to Luigi Maria Vignali, the Director General for
Italian Citizens Abroad and Migration Policies,
India's "deep concern" about the death of Satnam
Singh, the Indian Embassy in Italy said in a post on X
on Wednesday."He called for prompt action against
those responsible. Embassy is in contact with the
family of Satnam Singh for consular help and
transportation of mortal remains", the mission
added.During the communications in the Chamber
ahead of the European Council, Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni on Wednesday recalled "the
horrible and inhuman death of Satnam Singh",
ANSA news agency reported.When Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni recalled the death of Singh,
all the deputies present in the Chamber stood up and
applauded.Minister Tajani, after getting up, told the
prime minister: "I asked for visas for the family".
"Bravo," Meloni replied.Last week, Meloni had said

Princess Anne is 'recovering slowly' after "o pranisters reless P
horse-related injury, says her hushand

David Cameron on Ukraine
.

London. Russian pranksters who often target people
the Russian state is interested in released footage
on Wednesday (local time) of a video call with
British Foreign Secretary David Cameron after
tricking him into thinking he was speaking to a
former Ukrainian president.London's Foreign
Office said earlier this month that Cameron had
held a video call with someone purporting to be
former Ukrainian president Petro Poroshenko
before realising he was the victim of a hoax.The
call, which appears to have lasted around 15
minutes and in which Cameron is shown talking
on his mobile phone dressed casually somewhere
outside, was carried out by Russian pranksters
who use the aliases "Vovan and Lexus".The duo is
well-known inside Russia having duped a string of
Western politicians over the years, including
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and, in 2022,
Britain's then-defence minister, Ben Wallace.

The Foreign Office said the call looked like a
Russian operation designed to distract attention
from Moscow's war in Ukraine. It did not answer a
question about the video's authenticity.

Vovan and Lexus have in the past denied Western
accusations that they have links to Russia's
intelligence services, though they often ask their

London. King Charles III's sister -
Princess Anne is "recovering slowly"
in hospital, her husband said
Wednesday, after she suffered a
concussion in an incident with a horse
ather country estate.

"She'll be out when she's ready," Tim
Laurence also told reporters outside
Southmead Hospital in Bristol,
western England, where Anne was
taken on Sunday.Anne, 73, suffered
concussion and minor head injuries at
Gatcombe Park on Sunday evening and
was airlifted to hospital.It is believed
she was struck by a horse as she was
walking within the protected perimeter
of the sprawling estate, which hosts
equestrian events.The princess's
medical team said her injuries are
consistent with a potential impact from
a horse's head or legs.British media
reported Wednesday that Anne's
concussion meant the precise details of
what happened are not clear.The treatment, and rode at his official
Princess Royal, as she is also known, is  birthday parade this month.
askilled horsewoman who competedat But the accident forced her to withdraw

the 1976 Montreal Olympics, and has a
reputation as the hardest-working
royal.She has stepped in to represent
King Charles while he postponed
public engagements during his cancer

from an appearance at a state banquet
on Tuesday evening for visiting
Japanese Emperor Naruhito, and
cancel an upcoming trip to Canada.

Buckingham Palace said Anne was in
hospital "as a precautionary measure
for observation and is expected to
make a full and swiftrecovery".

14 killed in Nepal as heavy rain triggers landslides, floods

Kathmandu. At least 14 people have
been killed in Nepal due to landslides
and flash floods triggered by torrential
rainfall and lightning in the past 24
hours.

According to news agency
ANI, at least eight people
were killed due to landslides,
while another five lost their
lives due to lightning and
one was killed due to
floods.Landslides swept
away three houses overnight
in Lamjung district, about
125 km west of Kathmandu,
killing four people,
including two children,
district administrator
Buddha Bahadur Gurung
told media."We recorded a
total of 44 incidents on June 26. In
those incidents, 14 people have lost
their lives, eight were due to
landslides, five due to lightning and
one in flooding. Two people are still

unaccounted for in a landslide

incident while 10 people have « Heavy rainfall trlqgered
sustained injuries," National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Authority (NDRMA) spokesperson

landslides and flash floods in
Nepal, killing at least 14
people in the past 24 hours.
The Himalayan faces rain-
related incidents every year
due to its treacherous

geology.

victims questions that would be of interest to the

Russian state.In Wednesday's video, the
authenticity of which Reuters could not
independently verify, Cameron is seen and heard
talking about sensitive Ukraine-related topics.

LOBBYING TRUMP

In particular, he is heard talking about a private
dinner he had with US presidential candidate
Donald Trump in April, during which he lobbied
Trump to allow Republicans to vote in favour of
US military aid for Ukraine.Cameron is heard
saying that the Republican party is split on
Ukraine and that he had told Trump that he was
wrong if he thought Putin just wanted Crimea,
which Russia unilaterally annexed in 2014, as well
as the Donbas area comprising Donetsk and
Luhansk, two of four Ukrainian regions that
Moscow claimed in 2022 as part of Russia.

addition, another 13 people were
killed due to lightning in the same
period.Thirty-three districts have
been affected due to the monsoon,
recording 147 rain-related incidents
in 17 days.Every year, hundreds of
people die in Nepal due to floods and
landslides, which are common in
mostly mountainous regions of the
country during the monsoon season
from mid-June to mid-September.

Netherlands' PM Mark Rutte picked as new Nato chief

Brusells Nato's 32 nations on Wednesday
appointed outgoing Dutch Prime

Dijan Bhattarai told ANI.

According to the country's Home
Ministry, at least 27 people have died
in the Himalayan nation since the
beginning of the monsoon season. In

President Joe Biden believed
Rutte "will make an excellent

talked down by leaders
including Rutte.On the

that Singh, one of thousands of Indian immigrants
who work the fields in the country, was the victim of
"inhuman acts"."These are inhumane acts that do not
belong to the Italian people. I hope that this barbarity
will be punished harshly", she said following a
Cabinet meeting last week.Singh, who was
abandoned by his employer after a strawberry
wrapping machine severed his arm in Latina, died
last week due to "copious bleeding", ANSA reported
separately, citing initial results of an autopsy.

He died in a hospital in Rome two days later after being
airlifted there when he was eventually found. He
died because he lost so much blood that he couldn't
recover from his injuries, the Italian news agency
reported on Friday.Doctors tried in vain to save
Singh's life for two days.The death of the Sikh farm
hand has spurred outrage at gangmastering, which is
widespread in Italy, especially in the south of the
country, and modern forms of slavery.

Singh lost his arm when it was trapped in a plastic fruit
wrapping machine.His employer, Antonello Lovato,
loaded him and his wife into a van and left them by
the side of the road near their home, the report
said.Singh's severed arm was placed in a fruit crate.

His employer has been charged with negligent
manslaughter.Meanwhile, Singh's widow Soni, who
was treated for shock after the incident, received a
special 'justice' stay permit to end her illegal status in
Italy, Ansareported on Friday.

"The alliance

Minister Mark Rutte as the alliance's next
chief, handing him the job at a crucial
moment with Russia on the march in
Ukraine and US elections looming.Rutte
will take over from Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg on October 1 after major
powers -- spearheaded by the United
States -- agreed on his nomination ahead
of a summit of Nato leaders in
Washington next month.Mark is a true
transatlanticist, a strong leader and a
consensus-builder," Stoltenberg said on
social media after Nato ambassadors
approved the appointment."l know I am
leaving Nato in good hands," he said.

Rutte said it was a "tremendous honour" to

take over from Stoltenberg once his
decade at the helm of Nato ends.

is and will remain the
cornerstone of our collective security.
Leading this organisation is a
responsibility I do not take lightly," he
posted online. The seasoned Dutch leader,
whose 14-year tenure leading the
Netherlands is set to end within weeks, is
seen as a safe pair of hands capable of
stewarding Nato through perilous times.

His appointment was welcomed by leaders

across the 75-year-old alliance, including
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and
Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who
called it "a good choice for freedom and
security".The White House said US

secretary general".While the 57-
year-old faces the possibility of
a possible return by former US
president Donald Trump to the
White House, who has long
criticised the alliance, Rutte will
also have to grapple with the
threat posed by Russian leader
Vladimir Putin.After staking a
claim for the Nato post
following the collapse of his
Dutch coalition government last
year, Rutte had to use all his
diplomatic skills to win over
reluctant allies Turkey and
Hungary.He finally clinched the
race last week when his sole
challenger, Romanian President
Klaus Iohannis, dropped out.

Back Ukraine, tame Trump?

A staunch supporter of Ukraine, the
straight-talking Dutchman has
spearheaded a push to give Kyiv F-16
fighter jets to help beat back Russia's
invasion.As Nato chief, he will play a key
role in marshalling allies to keep backing
the war-torn country -- while treading a
fine line overKyiv's push to join the
alliance."We anticipate that our joint
work to ensure the protection of people
and freedom throughout our entire Euro-
Atlantic community will continue at good
pace," Ukraine's President Volodymyr

Zelensky wrote on social media.The
Kremlin's 2022 assault on Ukraine has
reinvigorated an alliance that often
struggled for purpose after the end of the
Cold War, and pushed European nations
to increase their defence spending.

Rutte will now have to ensure Nato is

fighting fit to deal with the threat
Moscow could pose for years to come,
and also keep a keen eye on the growing
might of China.Most testing, however,
could be the challenge of keeping the
alliance together if Trump reclaims the
presidency. Trump reportedly mulled
pulling the military superpower out of
Nato during his first term, only to be
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campaign trail this time
around, the volatile
former reality TV star
has rattled allies by
saying he would
encourage Moscow to
attack countries not
spending enough on
defence.It is not just the
United States that is
facing political
uncertainty, as crunch
elections are also
coming up in other key
countries like
France.Rutte will look
to learn from his
predecessor Stoltenberg,
who has headed Nato through its most
consequential decade since the Cold War
ended.The unflappable former
Norwegian prime minister won plaudits
for maintaining unity and strengthening
Nato through a tumultuous period.Nato
had to extend Stoltenberg's tenure twice
as it struggled for two years to replace
him, with many allies initially hoping to
name a woman and someone from
Eastern Europe to take over.

Rutte will be the fourth Dutchman to head

the alliance since it was founded upon the
ashes of World War II to face off against
the Soviet Union.
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Jharkhand Government Commits to Suspension Of AAP MP
Strengthenlng Healthcare System

RNS I Ranchi: In a significant
move to enhance Jharkhand’s

healthcare infrastructure,
Chief Minister ~Champai
Soren reiterated the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to
providing quality medical ser-
vices. Speaking at the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony of
Gautam Medical College and
Hospital at Ranchi Smart City
Campus, he highlighted on-
going efforts to fortify health
structures.

Chief Minister Soren empha-
sized that establishing Gau-
tam Medical College in the
private sector is a significant
milestone in the state’s health-
care development. “This initi-
ative will undoubtedly propel
the state’s progress and ensure
better medical services for our
people;” he stated.

Addressing the healthcare
needs of Jharkhand, CM
stressed the necessity of set-
ting up new medical colleges
and hospitals. He pointed out
that Jharkhand currently has

D

- -
fewer medical institutions
compared to the national av-
erage.

“The state government is con-
tinuously working towards
establishing new medical
colleges and hospitals, either
privately or through public-
private partnerships. This will
greatly benefit the local popu-
lation,” he assured.

Soren declared the govern-
ments full support for inves-
tors in the health sector. He
invited potential investors to
present their plans, promising
serious consideration and in-

NS
centives based on government
policies. “This approach aims
to accelerate the state’s devel-
opment,” he noted.
Highlighting the financial
strain on residents seeking
treatment outside the state,
the Chief Minister stressed
the importance of local medi-
cal advancements. “We are
modernizing medical colleges
and hospitals, ensuring the
latest testing machines and
availability of doctors. This
will eliminate the need for
residents to travel out of state
for medical treatment;” he ex-

plained. Soren underscored
the governments focus on
upgrading healthcare in rural
and remote areas. “Our goal
is to provide adequate health
care to everyone, from rural
villages to urban centers. We
are improving health cent-
ers and encouraging private
medical colleges and hospitals
to establish facilities in rural
areas,” he said. He called for
collective efforts to provide
quality healthcare to the state’s
population.

The foundation stone laying
ceremony saw the presence of
several dignitaries, including
Avinash Kumar, Additional
Chief Secretary to the Chief
Minister; Ajay Kumar Singh,
Principal Secretary of Health,
Medical Education, and Fam-
ily Welfare Department; Arwa
Rajkamal, Secretary to the
Chief Minister; Dr. Ajit Ku-
mar Singh, Vice Chancellor
of Ranchi University; and Dr.
Abhijeet Kumar, Chairman of
the Right Path Foundation.

~ Sanjay Singh Revoked

[ N

RNS I New Delhi: Ra-
jya  Sabha  Chairman

Jagdeep Dhankhar today
announced that the sus-
pension of AAP MP San-
jay Singh from the Upper
House of Parliament has
been revoked.

Making an announce-
ment in the House today,
Dhankhar said, Sanjay
Singh was suspended from
the House on 24th July
last year till the Commit-
tee of Privileges submits
its findings.

He said, the Rajya Sabha
Committee on Privileges
yesterday presented 77th
and 78th Reports, on the

pending matters against
Singh.

Dhankhar said, the Com-
mittee while holding San-
jay Singh guilty of breach
of privilege of the Council
in all the cases, recom-
mended that the Member
has already suffered suf-
ficient punishment for the
transgression.

He said, under Rules 202
and 266 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Rajya
Sabha, the suspension of
Sanjay Singh has been
revoked with effect from
yesterday so as to allow
him to attend Parliament.

‘Stop misusing ED, CBI’: AAP MPs
Boycott President’s Address to
Protest Kejriwal’s Detention

RNS I New Delhi: In a sig-
nificant political move, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MPs boy-
cotted President Droupadi
Murmu’s customary address
to the joint session of Parlia-
ment on Thursday. This boy-
cott was a protest against the
detention of Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal in con-
nection with the liquor policy
scandal.

The protesting MPs held signs
that read “Stop misusing ED,
CBI” and “Won't allow dicta-
torship”

AAP MP Sanjay Singh voiced
the party’s grievances, stat-
ing, “The CBI arrested and
jailed Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal when he was on the
verge of securing bail from
both the Supreme Court and
the trial court. The Prime
Minister should stop abusing
investigative agencies. Since
the President’s address, which
is drafted by the government,
will discuss democracy, we
have decided to boycott it
Singh further criticized the
alleged misuse of constitu-

tional powers across India,
highlighting the arrests of
Jharkhand Chief Minister He-
mant Soren, Manish Sisodia,
and Satyendra Jain as part of
the larger protest against the
President’s address.

On Wednesday, the Rouse
Avenue Court sentenced
Kejriwal to three days in
CBI custody for his alleged
involvement in the now-
scrapped Delhi liquor policy.
Kejriwal was already incarcer-
ated following his arrest by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on money laundering
charges linked to the same
case.

After the Rouse Avenue Court
initially granted bail to Kejri-
wal, the ED challenged this
decision in the Delhi High
Court. The High Court sub-
sequently stayed Kejriwal’s
bail following the ED’s appeal,
which argued that the lower
courts decision was “com-
pletely flawed”

Kejriwal then petitioned the
Supreme Court to overturn
the stay. While the Supreme

Court described the High
Court’s decision as “unusual,”
it refrained from intervening
as the Delhi High Court had
reserved its judgment.
Currently, Kejriwal remains in
Delhi’s Tihar Jail. His bail was
suspended on the grounds
that the lower court did not
provide the prosecution suffi-
cient time to present its argu-
ments and failed to specify the
conditions of the bail.

The ED has accused Kejriwal
of using funds from liquor
sales to finance AAP’s cam-
paign in Goa during the for-
mulation of the Delhi liquor
policy for 2021-22, which was
later revoked by the Lieuten-
ant Governor.

Kejriwal and AAP maintain
that the central government is
using its agencies to fabricate
charges against opposition
leaders. Despite being granted
interim bail in May until June
2, 2024, to campaign for the
Lok Sabha elections, Kejriwal
returned to jail on the last
phase poll date, June 2, 2024.

DRDO Delivers Medium Range Microwave
Obscurant Chaff Rocket to Indian Navy

RNS I New Delhi: Defence
Research and  Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO)
handed over the Medium
Range-Microwave ~Obscu-
rant Chaff Rocket (MR-
MOCR) to the Indian Navy
at a ceremony held in New
Delhi on June 26, 2024. Mi-
crowave Obscurant Chaff
(MOC), a niche technology
developed by DRDO’s De-
fence Laboratory, Jodhpur,
obscures radar signals and
creates a microwave shield
around platforms and assets,
thus reducing radar detec-
tion.

Special type of fibres, with
diameter of few microns and
unique microwave obscura-
tion properties, have been
assembled in the medium
range chaff rocket.

The rocket, when fired,
forms microwave obscurant
cloud in space spreading
over a sufficient area, with
adequate persistence time,
thus creating an effective
shield against hostile threats
having Radio Frequency
seekers.

The Phase-I trials of MR-

MOCR were
conducted from Indian
Navy ships, demonstrat-
ing the MOC cloud bloom-
ing and being persistent in
space. In Phase-II trials, the
Radar Cross Section (RCS)
reduction of an aerial target
to the extent of 90 per cent
has been demonstrated and
cleared by the Indian Navy.

The number of MR-MOCR,
meeting all the qualification
requirements, have been
successfully handed over to

successfully

the Indian Navy.
Raksha Mantri Rajnath
Singh has complimented

DRDO and the Indian Navy
on the successful develop-
ment of MR-MOCR. He
termed the MOC technol-
ogy as another step towards

achieving Aatmanirbharta
in defence.

The MR-MOCR has been
handed over by Secretary,
Department of Defence
R&D and Chairman DRDO
Dr Samir V Kamat to Direc-
tor General of Naval Arma-
ment Inspection, Indian
Navy Rear Admiral Brijesh
Vashistha.

The DRDO Chairman con-
gratulated the Defence Lab-
oratory, Jodhpur team for
this significant achievement.
The Director General of Na-
val Armament Inspection,
Indian Navy also applauded
the efforts of DRDO for
indigenously ~ developing
this strategically-important
technology in a short span
of time.

IIT-ISM Supports Six Institutes for NBA Accreditation effort

RNS I Dhanbad: In a sig-
nificant stride towards en-
hancing the quality of tech-
nical education, IIT (ISM)
Dhanbad has extended its
guidance and support to
six nearby institutes un-
der the AICTE-sponsored
Margdarshan Scheme to
help them secure NBA ac-
creditation.

A total of 33 faculty mem-
bers from these institutes
participated in the first
execution meet held at IIT
(ISM).

The faculty members, hail-
ing from CIT Ranchi, RTC
Institute of Technology
Ranchi, University College
of Engineering & Technol-
ogy (UCET) Hazaribagh,
Sikkim Institute of Science
and Technology, Govern-
ment Polytechnic Koder-
ma, and Pakur Polytechnic,
gathered to learn about the
NBA accreditation process.
The training included in-

sights into  application
filing, preparation and
submission of the Self-
Assessment Report (SAR),
and evaluation guidelines,
delivered by a team of ex-
pert faculty members led
by Professor Vikash Mahto
of the Department of Pe-
troleum Engineering.

The event, held in the Man-
agement Hall of IIT (ISM),
marked the first execution
meet of the Margdarshan
Scheme. This scheme aims
to foster a robust support
ecosystem in AICTE-ap-
proved institutes, enhanc-
ing their quality across all
domains.

In addition to the training
sessions, the visiting facul-
ty members toured various
state-of-the-art laborato-
ries at IIT (ISM), including
the Central Research Facil-
ity (CRF) and the Institute
Innovation Hub (i2h).

IIT (ISM) has been ap-

pointed as the Mentor
Institute (MI) for the six
institutes, sharing best
practices and providing
guidance on project pro-
posals, outcome-based ed-
ucation, and other related
areas.

Professor Sukumar Mishra,
Director of IIT (ISM), ad-
dressed the gathering as
the Chief Guest.

He emphasized the techni-
calities of the documenta-
tion process, particularly

the preparation of the SAR.

Professor Mishra high-
lighted the importance
of coherence between the
data submitted in the SAR
and the findings during the
assessors’  visit, caution-
ing that any discrepancies
could lead to negative im-
pacts.

Professor Dheeraj Kumar,
Deputy Director of IIT
(ISM), recounted the in-
stitute’s previous mentor-
ship experiences under

the Technical Education
Quality Improvement Pro-
gramme (TEQIP) phases 2
and 3, including mentoring
BIT Sindri.

He expressed optimism
about the collaborative ef-
forts, stating, “Working to-
gether, we will bring a new
culture, and our expert
team of faculty members
will assist you in devel-
oping labs and teaching-
learning materials”
Professor Vikash Mahto,

Chief Coordinator of the
Margdarshan Scheme at
IIT (ISM), introduced the
team of coordinators who
will assist the six institutes.
The team includes Profes-
sor Rajeev Kumar Ranjan
(Electronics Engineering),
Professor  Vivek Bajpai
(Mechanical Engineering),
Professor Dondapati Gopi
Krishna (Mining Engineer-
ing), Professor Md Siddiqui
(Petroleum Engineering),
and Professor DV Bhaskar
(Electrical Engineering).
This team will help the
institutes prepare their
SARs and enhance their
infrastructure and facilities
through on-site visits.

This collaborative effort
under the Margdarshan
Scheme is set to signifi-
cantly uplift the quality of
technical education in the
region, paving the way for
excellence in engineering
education.

Hemant Soren’s Judicial Custody
Extended by 14 days in land scam

RNS I Ranchi: The Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) court in Ranchi has extended the judicial
custody of former Chief Minister Hemant Soren by 14
days. Soren, who is facing charges of money launder-
ing in connection with a land scam, appeared before the
special PMLA court via video conferencing along with
other accused individuals. The next court appearance
for all accused is scheduled for July 11.

In addition to Soren, the accused who appeared through
video conferencing include suspended revenue em-
ployee of Bargai zone Bhanu Pratap, JMM leader Antu
Tirkey, Md. Saddam, Md. Afsar Ali, Vipin Singh, Pri-
yaranjan Sahay, Irshad Akhtar, Shekhar Kushwaha, Md.
Irshad, and two employees of Kolkata’s Registrar of As-
surance, Tapas Ghosh and Sanjit Kumar.

Following the appearance, the court decided to extend
the judicial custody of all the accused individuals.

Army Engineers Restore Sikkim
connectivity in 72 hrs. with
Bailey Bridge construction

after landslide

RNS I Gangtok: In a remarkable engineering feat,
Army engineers constructed a 70-foot Bailey Bridge
on the Dikchu-Sanklang road in Sikkim within 72
hours, restoring connectivity that was severed due to
recent floods. The construction was undertaken by the
Trishakti Corps Army Engineers, commencing on June
23, according to the PRO Defence Guwahati.

The swift construction was praised, with PRO Defence
acknowledging the efforts of the Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO) and the local administration in restoring
the crucial link.

The newly constructed bridge at Dett Khola on the
Dikchu-Sanklang road is vital for enabling vehicular
traffic from Dikchu to Sanklang towards Chungthang.
This development is expected to significantly aid in the
conveyance of essential supplies and critical healthcare
services to the affected people of Mangan district, as
stated by the PRO Defence.

“The bridge is an important link to enable vehicular
traffic from Dikchu to Sanklang towards Chungthang.
The bridge will assist in providing basic necessities in-
cluding critical medical aid for the affected people of
Mangan district,” reported the PRO Defence via ANI.

Jio hikes tariff, highlights its SG
network and Al-enabled services

RNS I Mumbai: Effective from July 3, Reliance Jio Info-
comm Ltd., India’s largest telecom carrier, unveiled its lat-
est unlimited plans, reaffirming its commitment to provid-
ing affordable internet and expanding its rapidly growing
5G network, which now covers approximately 85% of the
country’s 5G cells.

The new tariff plans range from Rs 189 for 2 GB per month
to Rs 3,599 for 2.5 GB per day annually. Notably, all plans
offering 2 GB per day or more include unlimited 5G access.
Customers will see the largest price increase in the longest-
validity plans, with the annual Rs 2,999 bundle now costing
Rs 3,599, a Rs 600 hike. The smallest price rise is in the
cheapest plan, which now costs Rs 155 for 28 days, up by
Rs 34.

Reliance Jio emphasized that its “True 5G” network deliv-
ers higher speeds and lower latency compared to non-stan-
dalone 5G networks. The company has been instrumental in
increasing internet consumption and smartphone penetra-
tion in India, compelling competitors to lower prices and
enhance their data offerings.

To further expand its digital ecosystem, Jio introduced
JioSafe and JioTranslate. JioSafe offers secure talking,
messaging, and file transfer for Rs 199 per month, while
JioTranslate, priced at Rs 99 per month, uses Al to translate
voice calls, texts, and images into multiple languages. Both
apps are being offered free for a year, enhancing Jio’s value
proposition.

Akash M Ambani, Chairman of Reliance Jio Infocomm
Limited, stated, “The introduction of new plans is a step
towards furthering industry innovation and driving sustain-
able growth through investments in 5G and Al technology.
Digital India relies on ubiquitous, high-quality, affordable
internet, which Jio is proud to provide. Jio will always pri-
oritize India and its customers and invest in India.”
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President calls Emergency biggest attack on
Constitution in Parliament address

«President Murmu
calls 1975 Emergency
the 'darkest chapter'
in India's history

~She says Emergency
plunged country into
chaos and was direct
attack on Constitution

«~She condemns
attempts to tarnish
democracy

New Delhi. President Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday called the Emergency imposed in
1975 by then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
the "biggest attack" on the Constitution and
called it the "darkest chapter" in the
country's history during her address to a
jointsitting of Parliament.

In her first address to Parliament, after the
18th Lok Sabha was constituted following
general elections, President Murmu said the
country plunged into chaos during the
Emergency and said attempts to "tarnish"
democracy should be condemned by
everyone.

"Emergency was the biggest and darkest
chapter of the direct attack on the
Constitution. The entire country plunged
into chaos during Emergency, but the nation
was victorious against such unconstitutional
powers,"
ruling BJP members and protests by the
Opposition. "Every attempt to tarnish our

she said amid cheers from the

democracy should be condemned by all.
Divisive forces are conspiring to weaken
democracy, create chasm in society from
within and outside the country," the
President said. Lasting for nearly two years,
from June 1975 to March 1977, the

No Injustice Will Be Done to OBCs While Giving Reservation to Marathas: CM Shinde

New Delhi: No injustice will be done to Other

Backward Classes or any other community while Shinde,

giving reservation to the Marathas, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde assured on
Wednesday on the eve of the monsoon session
of the state legislature.Holding a press
conference here along with his deputies
Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar, Shinde
said the ruling Shiv Sena-BJP-NCP alliance
would not shower assurances on people, but the
budget to be presented during the session —
last before the assembly elections — will be
beneficial for farmers, the youth and
women.“No injustice will be done to the OBCs
or any other community while giving
reservation to the Maratha community,” he said,
pointing out that the Mahayuti government
convened a special session to give 10 per cent
reservation to the Marathas earlier this
year.While the Marathas led by Manoj Jarange
are demanding reservation in the OBC category,
OBC leaders including senior minister Chhagan
Bhujbal are opposed to sharing reservation with

the Marathas.

meanwhile, also asserted that the

government will not abandon farmers.

ik SV N

The Opposition was unable to see the development

work carried out by his government, the chief
minister said, and claimed that Maharashtra had
become an investment destination, contrary to
the Opposition’s allegation that big-ticket
projects were going to Gujarat.Earlier in the day,

the Opposition’s Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance
boycotted the customary tea party organised by
the chief minister before the start of the session.

The government has failed to address theissues of

the masses including those of farmers, MVA
leaders alleged.Accusing the Opposition of
spreading lies, deputy CM Fadnavis said the
government will expose the “factory of false
narrative” in the monsoon session.

The Opposition should ask itself why a single

irrigation project in Vidarbha region was not
approved by the Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi government, the BJP leader
said.CM Shinde took a jibe at the Congress,
saying it won only 99 seats in the Lok Sabha
polls, the highest in the last three Lok Sabha
elections, and will take 25 years to reach the
figure of 240.(Prime Minister Narendra) Modi
won and you lost,” he said.Fadnavis alleged that
it was during the MVA rule that most paper leaks
took place in the state.He also accused the MVA
government of closing the water grid programme
for Marathwada.

Veteran BJP Leader LK Advani Admitted To
Delhi AIIMS; Doctors Say Condition 'Stable’

NEW DELHI: Veteran BJP leader Lal
Krishna Advani was admitted to the AIIMS
here late on Wednesday night, sources said,
adding that the condition of the former
Deputy Prime Minister is stable.he 96-year-
old leader has been kept in a private ward
under the supervision of doctors of the
Urology Department, the sources said.He
was recently conferred with Bharat Ratna by
President Draupadi Murmu on March 30,
2024.Born in Karachi (present-day Pakistan) |
on November 8, 1927, Advani joined the
RSS as a Swayamsevak in 1942. He served
as the BJP National President from 1986 to
1990, then from 1993 to 1998, and from 2004 to
2005. Advani had served as the President of the
party for the longest period since its inception in

1980.Capping a parliamentary career of nearly

three decades, LK Advani was first the Home
Minister and, later, the Deputy Prime Minister in

the cabinet of Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1999-
2004).In the run-up to the 2009 elections,
Advani being the Leader of the Opposition in
a parliamentary democracy was assumingly
considered the BJP’s Prime Ministerial
candidate for the general elections, ending on
16 May 2009, according to the official website
of BJP.

On 10 December 2007, the Parliamentary
Board of BJP formally announced Advani as
its prime ministerial candidate for the general
elections due in 2009. But when Congress and
its allies won the 2009 general elections,
Advani paved the way for Sushma Swaraj to

become the Leader of the Opposition in the 15th

Lok Sabha.

Emergency was imposed by Indira Gandhi
and agreed upon by then President He also observed a two-minute silence in the
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed under Article 352 of
the Constitution.

A state of emergency was declared on the
rationale that there were imminent internal

President Droupadi Murmu, in her joint address of Parliament, said the country plunged into chaos during the Emergency
imposed in 1975 and said attempts to "tarnish" democracy should be condemned by everyone.

and external threats to the country. President
Murmu's comments on Emergency came
against the backdrop of a war of words
between the BJP and Opposition over the
issue.

While Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his
ministers recalled the horrors of the
Emergency, the Congress and its allies
countered the attack, saying an "undeclared
Emergency" was in place for the past 10
years of the BJP-led NDA rule. On
Wednesday, Lok Sabha Speaker Om

Birla, who was elected to the post for a second
straight term, invoked Emergency and said
the democratic values of India were crushed
and freedom of expression was strangled
during the "dark period".

memory of the citizens who lost their lives
during the period, triggering vociferous
protests and sloganeering from the
Opposition.

BJP Releases PM Modi’s Prediction
Video After Sam Pitroda Returns As
Overseas Congress Chief

New Delhi: Following the reappointment of Sam Pitroda as the Chairman
of the Indian Overseas Congress, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju mocked the Congress party on Wednesday, remarking that Prime
Minister Modi had already anticipated this move. The Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) accused the Congress party of betraying the trust of people
as Pitroda assumed his previous role soon after the elections.

The allegations came after the INC announced the re-appointment of Sam
Pitroda as Chairman of the Indian Overseas Congress, with the
assurance that he would not give any statement that "in the future leaves
room for controversies to arise.”

Rijuju’s remarked that the Prime Minister already anticipated this; sharing
a post on X, he wrote, "Prime Minister Modi ji has already said! Rahul
Gandbhi Ji's adviser, who said, South Indians look like Africans, North-
Eastern people look
Chinese, West Indians are
like Arabs & North Indian
are whites is reinstated. We
are not surprised as PM
Narendra Modi ji had
predicted."

Along with the text, the
Union Minister also posted
an old video of Prime
Minister Modi, in which he
asserted that Sam Pitroda's
controversial statements
are not accidental but
rather a deliberate strategy
by the Congress party to stir up new issues in the country.

In the video shared by Rijuju, PM can be heard saying, "I don't believe he
does it voluntarily because he is suspended from the party following his
contentious remarks and then reappears in the party's mainstream a few
days later. The Congress party is well recognised for using this tactic to
sow doubt, alter the environment, and introduce fresh problems to the
country. They often deploy these tactics from time to time."

Earlier on Wednesday, Congress General Secretary for Communications
Jairam Ramesh announced that Sam Pitroda was reappointed as the
Chairman of the Indian Overseas Congress with the understanding that
he would refrain from making any statements in the future that could
lead to controversies.

An AICC release earlier in the day announced that the Congress President
has immediately reappointed Sam Pitroda as the Chairman of the Indian
Overseas Congress.

Arvind Kejriwal Arrest: Court's Custody Order Includes A Word Of Caution For CBI

_ New Delhi: The trial court in Delhi

Arvind Kejriwal
has been sent
to 3-day
custody of the
CBI by a Delhi
trial court,
following his
arrest in
connection
with the excise
policy case.

ordered 3-day custody of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) following his arrest by the
agency in connection with the Delhi
excise policy case. Special Judge
Amitabh Rawat explained that
Kejriwal's custody was necessary
due to the investigation's findings,
his alleged role, and the need to
confront him with the evidence. He
also cautioned the agency against
being "overzealous." he court
declined to declare the arrest illegal,
stating that while the timing of the
action might be "circumspect," it
cannot be the sole reason to deem the arrest
unlawful.

The judge stated that investigating is the CBI's
prerogative, but the law includes certain
safeguards. He based his decision on the
evidence presented and determined that the
arrest could not be considered illegal at this

point in the case. However, the judge warned the
agency notto be overly zealous.

The judge directed the authorities to conduct a
medical examination of Kejriwal and permit
him to meet with his wife and lawyer every day
for 30 minutes.

As per reports, the Delhi CM is allowed to keep
‘Bhagwadgeeta’ with him. Home-cooked food

® ©® ® o

is also allowed during the remand
period, the court said.The CBI's move
followed the Delhi High Court's
decision to stay the bail granted to the
AAP chief by the Rouse Avenue court a
few days earlier.According to the CBI,
Kejriwal allegedly requested monetary
contributions to the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) from Magunta Srinivasulu
Reddy, who was then a YSRCP Lok
Sabha MP, in exchange for support for
the liquor business in the national
capital.

The CBI identified him as one of the
primary conspirators involved in the
irregularities associated with the now-
cancelled excise policy of 2021-22.The

agency also alleged that AAP received Rs 100

crore as kickbacks and funneled Rs 44.45 crore

for the Goa election campaign.According to

ANI, during the hearing Kejriwal told court,

"They are tarnishing our image in the media by

using unnamed sources. Their plan is to make it

headline news that Kejriwal has shifted all the

blame to Manish Sisodia." He denied that he
ever gave any statement against Manish
Shishodia. Delhi CM added, "Manish Sisodia is
innocent, Aam Aadmi Party is innocent. I am
also innocent.”

In response to Kejriwal's accusation, the CBI
stated that no source had made such claims. The
agency's lawyer clarified that he was presenting
arguments based on factual evidence.In
response to the Chief Minister's arrest, Arvind
Kejriwal's wife, Sunita Kejriwal, criticized the
Centre, claiming that the entire 'system' is
working to keep her husband in jail. She stated
that this is unlawful and likened it to
'dictatorship’ and 'Emergency'.On June 20, the
trial judge approved bail for Kejriwal in the
money laundering case. The following day, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) filed an urgent
petition with the High Court challenging the bail
decision. After extensive arguments from both
parties, the High Court reserved its decision on
the ED's request to suspend the bail order,
thereby delaying Kejriwal's release until the
court's ruling.
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Tibet won't ease Modi’s

China challenge

IN March 2018, the Narendra Modi government,
then in its first term, shocked the Tibetan
community in India with an unusual directive to
senior political and official functionaries across
all ministries: stay away from events organised by
the Tibetan leadership in India to mark 60 years of
the Dalai Lama’s exile. Reason: The note, from
the then Cabinet Secretary, said it was a “sensitive
time” for India-China relations. Two months
later, Modi would travel to Wuhan in China for an
“informal dialogue” with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, thus turning the page on the Doklam
crisis.Six years on, the signalling from Delhi to
Beijing on the Tibet issue last week shows how
Prime Minister Modi, now in his third term but
politically weaker, might be preparing to
approach ties with Beijing, in tatters since the
Chinese ingress into eastern Ladakh in 2020.

The June 19 meeting at Dharamsala between the
Dalai Lama and a bipartisan Congressional
delegation from the US was not the first time a
high-level US team visited the Tibetan leader at
his Himachal abode. The Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Affairs in nearly every US administration
since 2000 has made the trip, with Delhi
facilitating the visit each time.

But while the earlier visits were low-key and barely
noticed, the composition of the latest all-political
delegation, including former Speaker of the US
House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi and the
chairman of the House Committee of Foreign
Affairs, Michael McCaul, ensured a high-decibel
event.The timing, within days of PM Modi being
sworn in, could not have been a coincidence. In
the US, barely a week earlier, on June 12, a
bipartisan legislation which aims “to promote a
resolution of the China-Tibet conflict” was
passed by the House of Representatives,
completing its journey through Congress. Ever
since the Resolve Tibet Act was introduced in
2022, China has come down heavily on it as a
threat to its sovereignty. The legislation, now
awaiting presidential assent, was the centrepiece
of'the delegation’s meeting with the Dalai Lama.

China’s predictable criticism of the US team’s visit
carefully avoided any mention of Delhi. Still,
Prime Minister Modi's interaction with them after
their return from Dharamsala is being seen as both
defiance of and a message to Beijing. From
official statements and reports, both sides
discussed India-US relations, and if there was any
discussion on China, it was not publicly stated.
Group photos of the event showed Modi flanked
by Pelosi and, from Delhi’s point of view for its
relations with the US, the far more powerful and
consequential McCaul. The Ministry of External
Affairs’ statement on this event of India’s “clear
and consistent” policy that the Dalai Lama is a
“revered religious leader” who is “accorded due
courtesies and freedom to conduct his religious
and spiritual activities” was a reiteration of a
long-held policy.Delhi does not describe the
Dalai Lama as a political leader of the Tibetan
people, always referring to him as His Holiness,
nor the Tibetan political set-up as a ‘government-
in-exile’, preferring instead the appellation
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), with
which it liaises for coordinating routine matters
relating to the Tibetan community in India.
Though Tibet is an issue in India-China relations,
Beijing has grudgingly accepted this
arrangement, particularly after India’s 2003
reaffirmation that the Tibet Autonomous Region
is a part of China during then Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s China visit.So, nothing has
actually changed. Yet something has, and experts
will say therein lies the difference between policy
and messaging, the latter providing opportunities
for flexibility. From 2003, when the Vajpayee
visit joint statement declared that India “does not
allow Tibetans to engage in anti-China political
activities” on its soil, to facilitating a high-profile
US delegation’s visit to Dharamsala that poked
Beijing in the eye, Delhi has altered the message

A Ukrainian attack on Crimea with US-supplied

Standardised tests and the pathology of the education industry

Alternatives to exams like NEET and NET can evolve only if we are honest and bold enough to realise that what prevails is wrong, academically as well as ethically.

9

ENOUGH has already been said and written about the [

scams related to standardised tests like NEET (National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test) and NET (National
Eligibility Test) that shape the life trajectory of the
young. The anguish of students and their parents and the
political protest against the functioning of the National
Testing Agency (NTA) indicate the way these tests have

occupied central space in the educational landscape of F&"

the country. Yet, amid the uproar, what seems to be
missing is the courage to question the very rationale of
such tests and reflect on the damage that the
simultaneous growth of the coaching industry has

caused to the mental/aesthetic/cultural development of

the young mind. Never forget that this gigantic money-
making enterprise continues to tempt the anxiety-ridden
parents through its promise of transforming their
children into one-dimensional ‘exam warriors’ gifted
with the appropriate ‘strategy’ needed for ‘cracking’
these tests and eventually achieving what this
neurotically competitive society regards as ‘success’ —
adoctor/engineer with a lucrative ‘package’.

Itis high time we accepted the fact that the multiple-choice
question (MCQ)-centric standardised tests cannot
evaluate a student’s academic depth, critical thinking
and creative imagination. Any sensible academic who
has engaged with teaching and research would agree that
there need not necessarily be any correlation between
one’s academic interest and one’s ability to identify the
‘correct answer’ from a set of four/five options and tick it
quickly on the OMR sheet. While academic knowledge
or creatively nuanced critical thinking requires the time
to reflect and go deeper into an issue or entertain
ambiguities and pose new questions, MCQ-centric
standardised tests demand rote learning or
internalisation of some sort of strategy to instantly
identify the ‘correct answer’ without much thought. In
fact, it needs endless drilling or a highly mechanised
routine of solving an endless series of MCQs through all
sorts of mock tests. While academic knowledge or
creative thinking demands the company of great
teachers and pedagogues, standardised tests require
coaching strategists. Think of, for instance, an exam like
NEET. Can it really evaluate whether a young aspirant
has the aptitude or inclination to pursue a career in
medical sciences and become a doctor? Possibly, a
doctor needs the following faculties: the intense power
of observation, the delicate art of relating to the patient
— not just his/her bodily symptoms, but psychic and
existential states of being — and above all, the patience
to explore new frontiers of knowledge in medical
sciences. But then, a standardised test like NEET — a set
of 180 questions in physics, chemistry and biology to be

missiles has triggered a sharp response from
Russia. Calling the strike ‘absolutely barbaric’,
Moscow has blamed it on the US and warned that
retaliation would follow. The Russian foreign
ministry has claimed that the missiles were
programmed by American specialists on the
basis of intelligence data from US satellites and a
nearby US reconnaissance drone. Four persons,
including two children, were killed and over 150
were injured in the attack on the Crimean city of
Sevastopol, where locals were enjoying a
holiday.The incident has triggered a fresh
escalation of hostilities in the Russia-Ukraine
war, which has entered its 29th month. The
civilian casualties have put Ukraine and the US
on a sticky wicket, even as the Russian President
has been accusing Washington of using Kyiv to
undermine Moscow’s security and sovereignty. The

this way and that.

THE other day, I went to a bookstore to see if there were
fresh arrivals. I picked up a few books and was about to
leave when a young lady said she wished to have a word
with me. I knew her and her family in Delhi very well.
She was quite agitated and straightaway asked me what
the election of Amritpal Singh and Sarabjeet Singh
Khalsa to the Lok Sabha signified for the future of
Punjab. I tried to allay her fears, but did not succeed
fully. The confrontation in the placid confines of the
bookshop shook me up and I tried to push back the
thought process just initiated. I came home and received
a call from an older cousin, who had retired from the
Army at a senior position and was now settled in Punjab.
He enquired what was happening in Punjab. I again tried
to smooth-talk him out of his anxiety and suggested that
he and his wife go for a short holiday. In the course of the
next few days, I received a number of calls from
relatives, friends and acquaintances from Punjab, asking
the same question, half-seriously, halfin jest. There were
ripples of anxiety below the surface in Punjab which had
seen a tsunami of violence for a decade. Was the past
going to become the present and future?

That saga of violence had taken years to build and I for one
had seen it unfold from the beginning to the end. It had
taken years to grow into the spectre it finally became,
and contrary to popular perception, the dramatis
personae in that evil drama were well-known. The
political and social forces moving the pieces on the
chessboard were well-known, but like the chorus in a
Greek tragedy, we could foresee the future but not
intervene, and the tragedy would wind its way to its gory
end. That was not too long ago and people have a short
memory... are we on course for a ‘Second Coming’? |
would not like to say so, but then why is the government
quiet? Why are political parties quiet? Why is the media
quiet and why is civil society quiet? Where did these two
men come from and how did they get to be elected
members of Parliament? It is high time to ask these
questions and it is high time for the government and
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answered in 200 minutes — has nothing to do with the
qualities that a potential doctor needs. In a way, itis like a
lottery — a device to eliminate lakhs of young aspirants
instantly rather than a serious attempt to choose those
who are really inclined to the call of the medical
vocation.Likewise, an exam like NET is utterly shallow
and by no means capable of evaluating one’s research
interests in foundational knowledge systems like natural
sciences and humanities or teaching abilities/pedagogic
visions. To take a simple illustration, if because of the
very nature of MCQs, you are required to memorise a
specific definition, the date of a particular historical
event, or, for that matter, the year of publication of
sociologist Max Weber’s book The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism, it does by no means indicate that
you have engaged with serious social science texts,
understood the nuanced philosophic debates or acquired
the ability to bring new research findings in your
teaching practices. The irony is that a ‘machine’ like the
NTA has no creative surplus; it can only manufacture all
sorts of ‘fact-centric/objective questions’ with one and
only one ‘correct answer’ in order to device the quick
process of elimination.

Moreover, with the normalisation and sanctification of

such standardised tests, we are creating a restless,
anxiety-ridden and unhappy generation. For them, there
is no joy in learning and no creative experimentation.
Instead, as a significant part of their formative years is

Attack on Crimea

US role under scrutiny as hostilities worsen

spectre of a direct confrontation between Russia and

the US-led NATO alliance is looming large, a

worrisome throwback to the 1962 Cuban Missile

Punjab needs a vision for all-round development
ICAN and SIPRI reports paint a grim picture on the global nuclear front

political parties to give answers. Political parties today
seem to have only one goal — to fight and win elections
to Parliament, Assemblies, municipal corporations and
panchayats. They only wish to have power at all levels,
with no accountability. The government should by now
know that people are worried; they should go into the
root cause of what has happened to Punjab to explain
these election results and even the slap in the face of
Kangana Ranaut.Governments have come and gone in
the past over two decades, but not one of them has
gone into the causes of what happened in the 1980s
and 1990s, and no lessons have been drawn. No
government has come up with a comprehensive
plan for the education of the youth, their
employment, development of infrastructure and
industry. This is not to say that no development has
taken place in Punjab. The Green Revolution and its
aftermath produced the glory days of Punjab and
made India self-sufficient in foodgrains. An IIT, an
IIM, premier medical institutes and road
infrastructure have come up, but it’s a case of too
little with much of the hinterland remaining trapped
in an outdated agricultural economy and
diminishing landholdings, leading to a severe cycle
of debt and farmers’ suicide. Other sources of
employment, such as the armed forces, have
shrunk, leading to mass migration to foreign
countries. This has led to simmering resentment
among the young and the old which can be
exploited by extremist elements. The tendency of
politicians to offer false promises, freebies and false
data is counterproductive — whom are you trying
to fool? Drug proliferation is the order of the day
throughout the country, and the countrywide
response has been to carry out raids and catch the small
fry. No major druglord has been arrested nor any
financier.Mainstream political parties continue to cede
space to the extreme right. In the recent Lok Sabha
elections, the vote share of the SAD (Shiromani Akali

Dal) was 13.4 per cent. The BJP did not fare much better
with an 18.5 per cent vote share. The SAD has dropped
even below the 18.3 per cent it got in the 2022 Assembly
elections. I mention the SAD as it was the party that
launched the Punjabi Suba Morcha and is the second
oldest political party in India after the Congress. The late
Parkash Singh Badal was a five-time CM, a towering
personality who was jailed multiple times for his stand
on political issues ranging from the Emergency to the

SYL canal. However, during the militancy-dominated
era of the 1980s and 1990s, he and his party, along with

other mainstream parties, chose to remain mute
spectators, thereby leaving the field open for the
extremists. Furthermore, under pressure from the diktat
given by the militants, his party had boycotted the state

spent in shopping around coaching centres and learning
the war strategy for cracking these tests, everything loses
its academic/philosophic depth. Physics is what the Kota
factory regards as ‘worth learning’; or, for that matter,
history is what the fancy IAS coaching centre regards as
valuable. It is doubtful whether this sort of orientation to
education can really produce good doctors, brilliant
engineers or great teachers/researchers. Yes, these tests
manufacture tales of failure. But then, the ‘success
stories’ are by no means promising. In a way, corruption
and malpractices are deeply ingrained in the coaching
industry, which is worth Rs 1 lakh crore.

Quite often, a question is asked: Is there any alternative,
particularly when lakhs of students want to become
doctors/engineers/IAS officers/university teachers? Or,
is there any other way of eliminating people?
Alternatives to exams like NEET and NET can evolve
only if we are honest and bold enough to realise that what
prevails is wrong, academically as well as ethically.
Only then can we acquire the courage to question the
idea of ‘one nation, one exam’ and think of a largely
decentralised process of selection or giving relative
autonomy to colleges/universities/academic institutions
to evolve their own ways of designing
thoughtful/imaginative/research-oriented exams or
entrance tests. And this alone can make coaching centres
irrelevant and bring some sanity to the culture of
learning.

Crisis. This is bad news not only for eastern Europe
but for the entire world in both geopolitical and
economic terms, considering the adverse impact of
supply chain disruptions over the past two years.
One grave provocation after another will only
make the war drag on, with no end in sight.

A way out has to be found to bring both warring sides
to the negotiating table. Unfortunately, the recent
peace conference on Ukraine, held in Burgenstock,
Switzerland, turned to be an exercise in futility.
Some of'the attendees, including India, did not sign
the joint communique. Swiss Foreign Minister
Ignazio Cassis candidly admitted that most of the
decisions taken at the conference could not be
implemented without Russian participation. As
suggested by New Delhi, there is a need for a
‘sincere and practical engagement’ between

Moscow and Kyiv for a peaceful resolution to the

protracted conflict.

elections in 1992.The state Congress and its leadership
were absent from the biggest farm protests in recent
memory, launched by Punjabi farmers against the
policies being framed in Delhi. Through its absence
during this agitation in an agrarian state like Punjab, the
party committed hara-kiri. This was later validated in the
resounding defeat of the Congress in the Assembly
elections (subsequently, most of the state leaders
migrated to the BJP). Punjabis rejected the established
political parties and families and gave a chance to
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). The AAP has
obviously not made an impact, as can be seen in
the paltry number of seats (three out of 13) won in
the Lok Sabha elections and the drop in its vote
share from 42 per cent (2022 polls) to 26 per cent.
The point is that the mainstream parties are losing
their votes to the likes of Amritpal, thereby
making the political debate shrill and extreme.
It’s harking back to the time when the mainstream
parties had to boycott the elections and adhere to
extremist diktats. This does not bode well for the
state and its people.With the extreme right
blowing on the old embers, the security and peace
of Punjab and India will be threatened.
Conspiracy theories will abound and the peace
which has taken decades to establish will
flounder, unless the rot is checked. The ‘rot’ stems
from the fact that the real issues
unemployment, education, health, security — are
avoided. Punjab has long lost its lead position on
the development index and now languishes in the
bottom half of Indian states on almost all
parameters of growth and development.
Politicians can play with fire, but at what cost? It
is time that the mainstream ups its game and regains lost
ground by mobilising people. You can mobilise people if
you have a vision for the state as a whole, a vision that
encompasses planned development on all fronts for all
its citizens.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Trott slams Trinidad pitch after
Afghanistan's exit: Not a World Cup
semi-final track

New Delhi. Afghanistan coach Jonathan Trott
has slammed the pitch that was used in
Trinidad for the South Africa vs Afghanistan
match, claiming that it wasn't one that was fit
to host a T20 World Cup semi-final.
Afghanistan were on the receiving end of a
drubbing from the Proteas as they were
bundled out for just 56 runs, the lowest total
ever by aside inaT20 World Cup semi-final.

The South African bowlers were n the money
from the get-go, but were definitely aided by
the pitch in Trinidad with some uneven
bounce and lateral seam movement. This was
the case in the second innings as well, as the
Proteas batters had to deal with the same
issues, but eventually got the 9-wicket
win.Speaking at the press conference after
the game, Trott said he didn't want to sound
like 1t was a case of 'sour grapes' but felt the
track wasn't a good one and wanted a fair
contest to happen between bat and bowl.

Trott said T20 cricket shouldn't be about
surviving and should have something in for
both batters and bowlers."I don't want to get
myself into trouble. But I also don't want to
sound a bit like 'sour grapes' but that's not the
pitch that you want to have a semi-final of a
World Cup on. Plain and simple. It should be
a fair contest. I'm not saying it should be
completely flat with no spin and seam
movement, you shouldn't have batters
worrying about moving forward and having
the ball fly over their head. You should be
confident in getting through the line or use
their skills. And T20 is all about attacking and
scoring runs and taking wickets. Not looking
to survive," said Trott."If the opposition
bowled well and gets you into a position after
bowling well an(% through skill, then it's fine
to them. Then it's about adapting."

"If we had bowled the way South Africa had,
you could have seen a difterent second half."

Afghanistan incredible journey came to an end
with the game and South Africa have now
reached a World Cup final for the first time.

England are prepared for Virat
Kohli: Matthew Mott wary of

"destructive’ batter in semis

New Delhi. Head coach Matthew Mott said
that England are wary of the threat Virat
Kohli may pose to them in the T20 World
Cup 2024 semi-final on June 27 at the
Providence Stadium in Guyana. Kohli has
been going through a rough patch of form,
having scored only 66 runs from 6 games at
an average of 11 and a strike-rate of 100 with
a top score of 37 to his name.Mott said that
the Three Lions respect Kohli and the aura
that he carries. He said that Kohli is someone
who would not take much time to get into his
groove. Kohli bagged a duck in India’s last
Super 8 match against Australia, but Mott
said that he has every chance of stepping up
in big matches given his past records.

‘Virat Kohli is a key player for India’

“Virat has proven his class over a very long
period of time. He's one of the players we've
prepared well for. We know how he can play;
we know how destructive he can be and we
also know his game smarts,” Mott said in the
pre-match press conference.Mott said that
the Three Lions respect Kohli and the aura
that he carries. He said that Kohli is someone
who would not take much time to get into his
groove. Kohli bagged a duck in India’s last
Super 8 match against Australia, but Mott
said that he has every chance of stepping up
in big matches given his past records.

‘Virat Kohli is a key player for India’

“Virat has proven his class over a very long
period of time. He's one of the players we've
prepared well for. We know how he can play;
we know how destructive he can be and we
also know his game smarts,” Mott said in the
pre-match press conference.

Turkey edge into Euros last 16

with tense win over Czechs

HAMBURG . Turkey reached the knockout
phase at a major tournament for the first time
in 16 years after a bad-tempered 2-1 win over
a battling 10-man Czech Republic at Euro
2024 on Wednesday.Vincenzo Montella's
Turkey finished second in Group F behind
Portugal to progress, as the Czechs were
eliminated despite a brave performance on a
sweltering night in Hamburg."Tonight we
just want to celebrate, we deserve it," said
Italian Montella. "But starting tomorrow we
want to continue to make history."Georgia
also went through as one of the best third-
placed teams after a stunning 2-0 win over
Portugal in the group's other final game,
eliminating Hungary.Turkey will face
Austria in the last 16 in Leipzig on Tuesday,
their first major tournament knockout match
since the Euro 2008 semi-finals, when they
were beaten by Germany.The Czechs were
reduced to 10 men in the 20th minute when
Antonin Barak was given the earliest red
card in Euros history, beating the unwanted
record set by France's Eric Abidal in
2008.Barak's pair of bookings were two of
18 yellow cards shown in total, with Tomas
Chory also shown red after the final whistle
in ugly scenes.Hakan Calhanoglu powered
Turkey into a 51st-minute lead, but Tomas
Soucek lashed in an equaliser midway
through the second half. A frantic finale to the
game ensued as the Czech Republic pushed
for the winner that would take them through,
but Cenk Tosun ended their hopes on the
counter-attack in added time.There were
ugly scenes at the final whistle as fans ran
onto the pitch, with Czech forward Chory
brandished a red card in the aftermath."We
are upset, everyone wanted to advance, we
had the right mindset," said Soucek."It was
terribly hard with 10 men, we didn't want to
concede, then we did, we levelled and
pushed them until the last minute but then we
conceded another."The Czechs started
strongly despite the tens of thousands of
Turkey fans jeering their every touch, with
Lukas Provod forcing Mert Gunok into an
early save with a deflected shot.
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New Delhi.

Rohit Sharma vs Jofra Archer and more: Key
battles in IND vs ENG T20 World Cup Semis

wIndia take on England in the T20

World Cup semi-final 1 on June
27

«The clash will be a rematch of the

2022 T20 World Cup

«The fixture will feature multiple

big-name clashes like Rohit vs
Archer

The moment of decisiveness
beckons, when millions of Indian cricket
fans will once again pin their hopes on finally
seeing their team lift an ICC trophy. After a
13-year wait, Rohit Sharma-led India are
looking more and more poised to earn the
title of "World Champions", on top of what
has been quite an effective 2024 T20 World
Cup campaign. However, the side's semi-
final challenge comes against the same side
which ended their trophy-bound run at the
same stage in the 2022 T20 World Cup, a
dangerous and aggressive-cricket focused
England.Having already completed their
2023 ODI World Cup final revenge against
Mitchell Marsh-led Australia, the fans have
their fingers crossed on both hands to see the

Men in Blue make this the season of their |

comeback. However, the star-studded
England side poses a tough challenge for
Rohit Sharma's men. While India has the
likes of Rohit, a yet to fire Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav and a feisty-minded
Rishabh Pant handling their batting
prowess with quite some panache
throughout the tournament, England also
has the likes of Phil Salt, skipper Jos
Buttler and Jonny Bairstow in their batting
arsenal.On the other hand, bowlers from
both sides have also taken this tournament
by storm. The highly-anticipated clash will
feature the likes of Jasprit Bumrah,
Arshdeep Singh and Kuldeep Yadav
handling the majority of the bowling charge
for India. Similarly, the likes of comeback
hero Jofra Archer, Chris Jordan and the in-
form Adil Rashid will also give a tough
challenge for India batters. One thing is for
sure, it 1s going to be a clash of big names at
the Providence Stadium in Guyana.

Rohit Sharma vs Jofra Archer - The Big

One

The biggest for the top spot on the list. India

fans will be hoping for the captain to
showcase some of the same scenes from their
Australia clash, where he ran an onslaught
against big-name pacers like Mitchell Starc
and Pat Cummins. However, this time Rohit
will have to face off against the man who is
eager to announce his comeback to the list of

lethal pacers in T20I cricket - Jofra Archer.In
all the India matches in this T20 World Cup,
we have seen Rohit target pacers in full-
aggressive gear from the very get-go of a
fixture. To highlight this trait further, Rohit
hit Starc for 29 runs in his very first over of
the crucial Super 8 clash on June 24.
Meanwhile, Archer has been considerably
dangerous with the new ball, which has seen
the 29-year-old pick 9 wickets in England's 7
matches so far in this T20 World Cup. In his
brilliant 3/40 spell against a batting-heavy
South Africa side, Archer showed that he
might go for runs, but he also knows how to
slow an innings down from a crucial stage.

Suryakumar Yadav vs Rashid Ali - Guyana

pitch special

Jos Buttler has consistently used the spin

prowess of Adil Rashid, whenever he has

Aiden Markram "happy to be not playing again
in Trinidad' after AFG vs SA pitch debacle

New Delhi. Aiden Markram reflected on the

much-discussed pitch of the Brian Lara
Stadium in Trinidad after South Africa
stormed into the final of the T20 World Cup
2024. He mentioned that the South African
team would be pleased to not play on the
tricky pitch again as the final will be played
at the Providence Stadium in Guyana on
June 29, Sunday. The pitch became a taking
point as it had uneven bounce on offer and
was not the easiest of the tracks to bat on.
The spicy and tricky pitch saw Afghanistan
getting bundled out for just 56 runs, which
is the lowest total by a team in the semi-
final of the T20 World Cups.Markram
became the first-ever South African captain
to lead the Proteas to their maiden World
Cup final. The Afghanistan batters struggled
to get going against the South African
bowlers as they fell like a pack of cards.
Even the South African batters struggled
initially in the powerplay with plenty of
seam movement. However, Markram and
Reeza Hendricks helped South Africa chase
down the target of 57 runs within 8.5
overs.Aiden Markram reflected on the
much-discussed pitch of the Brian Lara
Stadium in Trinidad after South Aftica

stormed into the final of the T20 World Cup
2024. He mentioned that the South African
team would be pleased to not play on the
tricky pitch again as the final will be played

at the Providence Stadium in Guyana on
June 29, Sunday. The pitch became a taking
point as it had uneven bounce on offer and
was not the easiest of the tracks to bat on.
The spicy and tricky pitch saw Afghanistan
getting bundled out for just 56 runs, which
is the lowest total by a team in the semi-final
of the T20 World Cups.Markram became
the first-ever South African captain to lead
the Proteas to their maiden World Cup final.
The Afghanistan batters struggled to get
going against the South African bowlers as

they fell like a pack of cards. Even the South

African batters struggled initially in the

powerplay with plenty of seam movement.

However, Markram and Reeza Hendricks
helped South Africa chase down the target
of 57 runs within 8.5 overs.But having said
that, still taking the positives we can.
Wickets are tough. Wickets are the same for
both teams on the night. So, finding a way
to win is probably the most important
thing."

Markram credits SA pacers
Markram credited the South African bowlers

for making full use of the conditions and
put South Africa in winning
position.Tonight was an exceptional
performance by the whole bowling unit and
the pitch was obviously quite challenging as
we saw and like I said you do still have to get
the ball in the right area, so you give credit to
your bowlers. They've used the conditions
really well and managed to get us into a
winning position," Markram added.Marco
Jansen was awarded as the Player of the
Match for his figures of 3-0-3-16 against
Afghanistan. Tabraiz Shamsi also picked 3
wickets alongside Keshav Maharaj and
Anrich Nortje, who picked 2 wickets each.

Afghanistan skipper Rashid Khan promises to
be back with 'more grit' after semis exit

NEW DELHI Rashid Khan has vowed that

the Afghanistan team would return with
more grit in the next tournament after their
run in the T20 World Cup 2024 came to an
end at the hands of South Africa on June 27,
Thurdsay. The Proteas put in a dominant
performance with the ball as they bundled
out Afghanistan for just 56 runs in Trinidad.
South Africa were able to secure the win
within the 9th over and progressed to the
final.Despite the loss, Afghanistan had a lot
of things to be proud of given their inspiring
run in the competition. Rashid took to social
media to put out a post praising his side for
their efforts. The Afghan skipper said the
team would always remember the T20
World Cup and praised his teammates for the
fight they showed.Rashid promised the fans

120 Wor
England. Thi

NEW DELHI. England had smelled blood

in Adelaide. They won the toss and opted to
bowl first in the semi-final of the T20
World Cup, knowing fully well that they
could bully India. And they did. Former
England captain Paul Collingwood
recently revealed that England were aware
that their best option of beating India would
be to bowl first and take advantage of the
opposition’s lily-livered approach. India
managed 168. Rohit Sharma hit 27 off 28
balls. Virat Kohli scored 50 off 40 balls.
India managed 168 in 20 overs. England
chased the target down in 16 overs without
losing a wicket.That evening in Adelaide
exposed the gulf in mindset between India
and eventual champions England. Despite
the big names in the side, India were
playing catch-up. England were playing a
different brand of T20 cricket -- a slam-
bang approach that was pioneered by Eoin
Morgan in the ODI World Cup in 2019.Cut
to June 2024, India and England are
heading into another T20 World Cup
semifinal, this time in Guyana. And the
England camp is fully aware that India
can’t be bullied this time. England coach

I
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that they would continue to build on from
their performance in the tournament for the
ones in the future. The star spinner also
thanked the fans for believing in them and
giving them motivation to fight on during
the T20 World Cup."The fight put ahead by
each and every one of this team is

commendable and I’'m really proud of all of
us!""We will continue to build from here
and comeback with more grit in the next
one. Thank you to each and everyone who
believed in us and helped us to keep the
fight on," said Rashid.How well did
Afghanistan perform in the T20 World Cup
2024?Afghanistan certainly captured the
imagination of the cricketing world with
their performance during the T20 World
Cup 2024. They finished as the second-best
Asian team in the competition behind India
and ahead of the likes of Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh.Afghanistan also scored
wins against New Zealand in the group stage
and Australia during the Super 8 and
knocked the 2021 champions out of the
competition.

ld Cup 2024 semi-final:
s new India can't be bullied again

Matthew Mott spoke about being wary of a
‘different’ India when he addressed the
press on the eve of the semi-final.

T20 World Cup 2024, IND vs ENG semi-

final 2: Report

“Probably the only thing that we've

discussed is that we feel that they're a very
different team to that semi-final. I think the
way that they've approached it in the last
couple of years is certainly taking the game
on extremely hard in the powerplay,” Mott
said.When pressed harder, he explained:
“Well, I think when we go back to that
semi-final, obviously on a good pitch in
Adelaide, we put India in and that was a
risk. But I thought we felt they weren't sure
what a good score was. I think the approach
now is they would come at us hard and try
and maximise that, maybe try and put it out
of our reach,” he added.India have scored
at a rate of 8-and-a-half runs in the
powerplay in T20 internationals since the
start of 2023 - a marginal, but significant
increase (8.12 to 8.30) in the scoring rate
from 2022. In the T20 World Cup in the
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USA and the West Indies, India have been

refreshingly positive in the
powerplay.Take the Super 8 match against
Australia for instance - Mitchell Marsh and
his men tried to put pressure on India by
winning the toss and opting to bowl in St
Lucia. They got the big wicket of Virat
Kodhli for 0. The old Indian side would have
played it safe after losing their best batter as
early as the second over of the World Cup
contest. However, this was a new Team
India. This was Rohit Sharma’s ruthless
India. The captain led from the front. In the

New Delhi.
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noticed even a hint of turn on the
pitch, and doing the same against
India's batting attack is most likely
on the cards because of the amount
of rain that Guyana, the match
venue, is receiving. While Rohit
has been sensational against pace,
his approach against spinners has
been focused on the whole "seeing
through" approach. This is exactly
the kind of point where fans would
expect Suryakumar Yadav to take
charge.Suryakumar has been in
some brilliant big-hitting touch for
India in this T20 World Cup, where
he has either brought big scores with his
aggressive intent, or has seen the same get
him out early. In India's clash against
Afghanistan, Suryakumar's explosive 53 off
28 balls knock saw him effectively handle
the spin brilliance of an in-form Rashid Khan
and Noor Ahmed, specifically with his slog-
sweeping tactics. Whether Suryakumar
takes the Adil Rashid pressure off the other
batters in his side or not, that is one answer
we will get on June 27.

Arshdeep and Bumrah vs Buttler, Salt -

Pace vs Panache

The battle at the top will be between India's

pace attack comprising the in-form duo of
Jasprit Bumrah and Arshdeep Singh, against
the fiery England opening duo of Jos Buttler
and Phil Salt.

Sri Lanka coach Chris
Silverwood resigns after T20

World Cup debacle

Chris Silverwood has stepped
down as the head coach of the Sri Lankan
men’s team after their disastrous T20 World
Cup 2024 campaign in the Caribbean and the
United States. Silverwood gave ‘personal
reasons’ for his resignation and said that he
would want to ‘spend quality time’ with his
family and loved ones after his hectic job as
the coach.

Back in April 2022, Silverwood took charge of

the Sri Lankan team after moving ahead as the
head coach of the England men’s team. Under
his coaching, they won 8 Tests, 26 ODIs and
18 T20Is. Silverwood decided to step away
after Wanindu Hasaranga’s men failed to
qualify for the Super 8 in the ongoing T20
World Cup.

Real honour for me’
“Being an international coach means long

periods away from loved ones. After lengthy

conversations with my family and with a
heavy heart, I feel it is now time for me to
return home and spend some quality time

together,” Silverwood said in a statement
released by Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC).

“I would like to thank the players, coaches,

backroom staff, and management of the SLC
for their support during my time in Sri Lanka.
Without your support, none of the success
would have been possible.”“It has been a real
honour for me to be part of Sri Lanka Cricket
and [ will be taking away many fond
memories,” Silverwood added.Sri Lanka, the
2014 champions, did not have the best of
times in the World Cup. They started their
campaign losing to South Africa after which
they lost to Bangladesh as well. Their match
against Rohit Paudel’s Nepal was called off
duetorainin Florida.
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very next over, he hit Australia’s best
bowler - Mitchell Starc for four sixes
in a 29-run over. Rohit taking down
Starc was more than just a counter-
attack. It was a message to the cricket
world that India plays a different
cricket brand in T20Is. India went on
to post 205 -- the highest total against
Australia in T20 World Cup history --
and it proved too much in the end for
Australia.

ROHIT SPEARHEADS CHANGE

INTEAM INDIA

Rohit Sharma has spearheaded the change. The

Adelaide defeat seems to have stung him.
The no-holds-barred approach was evident
in the ODI World Cup in 2023. Rohit scored
597 runs at a strike rate of 125. No other
batter with more than 400 runs had a strike
rate closer to Rohit’s 125. Yet, India were not
able to lift that coveted trophy. In the final,
familiar problems returned to haunt India
after Rohit Sharma’s whirlwind knock ended
prematurely. India’s batting unit froze on
November 19 in Ahmedabad.
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Lakshmi

Manchu's

Shimmer Silver Gown Is
Party Look Done Right

Lakshmi Manchu is a prominent face in the South film industry. The diva is known
for her roles as an actress, producer, and television personality. She is a true
fashionista and always enthrals fans with her pictures and videos that often go viral.
Recently, she attended an award show, where she received an award for her NGO,
Teach For Change. Taking to social media, Lakshmi Manchu posted a series of
pictures from the award show. She can be seen in a shimmer bodycon silver gown,
~ which she accessorised with a pair of matching earrings. Lakshmi Manchu kept her
- hair open and opted for bold makeup. Fans expressed their love in the comment
- section, while many dropped red heart emojis. This is not the first time she set the
internet on fire. In the past also, she shared photos on her account that made her fans
- spellbound.Lakshmi Manchu penned a note of thanks to the organisers for
recognising the work of Teach For Change. “Thank you, @middayindia Awards, for
-« recognising the work of @teach for change. I wouldn’t be standing here holding
& this award without the unwavering support of all the actors and individuals who have
~ tirelessly worked
alongside me to
raise funds and
awareness,” her
postread.

Lakshmi
Manchu
dedicated the

. N.award to every
> ne of you who
" has supported

~ them in the past.
SElile also
mentioned that
they have
opened 643
‘classrooms.
- “This award is
for each and
every one of you
who have
supported us in
the past. Because of your dedication and commitment, we are stronger and growing
more than ever today. Your belief in our mission has been the cornerstone of our
'success, and together, we are making a tangible difference in the lives of countless
. children.
With your help, we have opened 643 classrooms, providing vital educational
opportunities. Thank you for being part of this journey. Let’s continue to inspire,
+ educate, and empower the next generation,” her post further mentioned.Lakshmi
Manchu rose to stardom with films like Dead Air, Gundello Godari, Anaganaga O
'~ Dheerudu and Chandamama Kathalu.

o + She last appeared in the film Monster, which failed to become a super hit at the box
office. Currently, Lakshmi is busy with TV shows, movies and web series. She is
now prepared for her upcoming films like Adiparvam, Lechindi Mahila Lokam and

4 “Agni Nakshatram.

~

Comeback With This Rajinikant
Film Went Unnoticed

Many yesteryear lead actresses have, in recent times, made successful comebacks to films with
supporting roles in movies. These include actresses like Vijayshanti, Bhanupriya and Ramya
Krishnan, who have all started their second innings in the Tamil as well as Telugu film industries.
One of their contemporaries, Nirosha Radha is also in need of a comeback film. She had received
an opportunity with the Rajinikanth-starrer Laal Salaam, but the movie’s lukewarm response and
underperformance at the box office has led to a missed opportunity on her part. Reportedly, the
film’s failure has resulted in no further offers for her from the industry.Nirosha started her career

in 1988 with Mani Ratnam’s Agni Natchathiram, which was a runaway success. She appeared in
films like Soora
Samhaaram, Senthoora ! iy
Poove and Paravaigal - J
Palavitham in quick >

succession in the same
year, a unique feat for a
newcomer. These films
established her as a
bankable actress in the
Tamil film industry.

For the next decade, she
delivered many hits and
also dabbled with all the
other three South Indian
film industries.
Nirosha’s films with
Rajendra Prasad and
Mohan Babu in the action
genre were quite successful
atthe box office.

After getting married to

7 i
actor Ramki in 1995,

Nirosha toned down on the number of films she appeared in and then took a hiatus from acting.
Her post marriage films, where she shifted to supporting roles, were not too successful. Last
year, she received an offer to appear as Rajinikanth’s wife in the much hyped sports drama film

Contestant Says

Armaan Malik Compares Himself To

Sidharth Shukla, Bigg Boss OTT 3
'We Both Are Very Alike'

: A

Armaan Malik has compared himself to the late actor
Sidharth Shukla. The YouTuber, who is currently in the
Bigg Boss OTT 3 house, spoke to a media portal before
entering the controversial reality show, when he
shared that he felt the most “connected” with Sidharth.
Shukla, who was the winner of Bigg Boss 13, passed
away in September 2021.“From the previous ‘Bigg
Boss’ seasons, my personality is very similar to that of
Siddharth Shukla’s. He was one contestant whose
personality I really connected with, and I also feel that
we both are very alike in a way that we keep to
ourselves. He was someone who was usually calm and
kept to himself unless provoked and I feel that’s also
me as a person. He has been one of the contestants
whose journey I have followed and felt the most
connection with,” Armaan told India Today.Armaan is
in the Bigg Boss OTT 3 house with both his wives,
Payal Malik and Kritika Malik. Ever since it was
announced that the YouTuber will participate in the
show as a trio, several people have questioned his
decision. Therefore, talking about the controversies
surrounding his marital status, Armaan added, “If
someone is genuinely curious and wants to know
about our life, how we three have managed to live as
one family, then I’d be happy to share my story with
them. There’s no issue with people inside the house
being curious about our set-up. However, if someone
talks in a derogatory manner or chooses to pick a fight
for no reason, then I’m capable of giving it back to
them in the exact same tone and manner.”

Armaan further shared that he wants his fans to see his
“real side” via Bigg Boss OTT 3. “Everyone will get to
see how I behave and react to situations that crop up,
how my response will be towards the other contestants
in the house and what my decision-making skills are,”
he said.Besides Armaan, other contestants who are
inside the Bigg Boss OTT 3 house are, Love Kataria,
Deepak Chaurasia, Munisha Khatwani, Sai Ketan
Rao, Vada Pav Girl aka Chandrika Gera Dixit, Sana
Makbul, Shivani Kumari, Paulomi Das, Ranvir
Shorey, Sana Sultan, Vishal Pandey, Naezy and Neeraj
Goyat. The show is hosted by Anil Kapoor and streams
onJio Cinema.

Happy Birthday, Karisma
Kapoor: When The Actress

Saved Her Debut Film Co-
star From Drowning

ey o
L, .

One of the most successful Bollywood actresses
Karisma Kapoor has turned 50 today. Belonging to
the star-studded Kapoor family, she never relied on
her peers’ support to make big in the film industry.
She was one of the highest-paid actresses in the 90s.
She played the leading lady in several box-office
hits including Jigar, Anari, Andaz Apna Apna, Raja
Babu, Coolie No 1, Jeet and Saajan Chale Sasural.
She starred in the lead role in the top-grossing films
of the 90s like Raja Hindustani and Dil To Pagal Hai
and established herself as a star. The leading lady
who made the careers of many actors once saved the
life of her co-actor. It was her debut film Prem Qaidi
and the actor was Harish Kumar.

Karisma Kapoor debuted with the film Prem Qaidi
in 1991. It was directed by K Murali Mohana and
starred Harish Kumar apart from Karisma Kapoor in
the lead roles. In a recent revelation, actor Harish
Kumar shared how Karisma Kapoor saved him from
drowning during a shooting of a scene in the film.
Recalling the incident, he said that there was a scene
which was supposed to be shot in which he had to
jump into a swimming pool to save Karisma Kapoor
from drowning. “In reality, she was the one who
saved me because I did not know how to swim,” said
Harish Kumar while talking to the media.

I was about to drown, in fact, I was drowning, but
people on set thought I was playing a prank, so no
one helped me except Karisma. She held me and [
held onto her clothes. So all this used to also happen
in nineties Bollywood,” Harish Kumar recalled.
Interestingly, Karisma Kapoor was only 17 years
old, while Harish Kumar was a year younger in the
film.

Laal Salaam.In an interview, Nirosha said that one of the main reasons that she had taken up the /  Apart from the lead roles, actors Dalip Tahil, Paresh
role was because Rajinikanth’s daughter, Aishwariya Rajinikanth was directing it. Both she = ! Rawal, Asrani, Shafi Inamdar and Bharat Bhushan
and Rajinikanth had limited screen time in the film, and her performance was appreciated. \ : 3 e’ are in prominent roles.
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