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Canada is already
examining tariffs on certain
US items following Trump's
tariff threat

TORONTO. Canada is already examining possible
retaliatory tariffs on certain items from the United
States should President-elect Donald Trump follow
through on his threat to impose sweeping tariffs on
Canadian products, a senior official said Wednesday.

Trump has threatened to impose tariffs on products from
Canada and Mexico if the countries don't stop what he
called the flow of drugs and migrants across southern
and northern borders. He said he would impose a 25%
tax on all products entering the U.S. from Canada and
Mexico as one of his first executive orders.

But Trump posted Wednesday evening on Truth Social
that he had a “wonderful conversation" with new

White House pressing Ukraine to draft 18-year-
olds so it has enough troops to battle Russia

WASHINGTON. President Joe Biden's
administration is urging Ukraine to quickly
increase the size of its military by drafting
more troops and revamping its
mobilization laws to allow for the
conscription of those as young as 18.

A senior Biden administration official, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity to
discuss the private consultations, said
Wednesday that the outgoing Democratic
administration wants Ukraine to lower the
mobilization age to 18 from the current age
of 25 to expand the pool of fighting-age
men available to help a badly outnumbered
Ukraine in its nearly three-year-old war

border region. The situation in
Kursk has become further
complicated by the arrival of
thousands of North Korean troops,
who have come to help Moscow try
to claw back the land seized in a
Ukrainian incursion this year.

The stepped-up push on Ukraine to
strengthen its fighting ranks comes
as Ukraine braces for President-
elect Donald Trump to take office on
Jan. 20. The Republican said he
would bring about a swift end to the
war and has raised uncertainty about
whether his administration would

to Kyiv before Biden leaves office
in less than months.But with time
running out, the Biden White House
is also sharpening its viewpoint that
Ukraine has the weaponry it needs
and now must dramatically increase
its troop levels if it's going to stay in
the fight with Russia. White House
National Security Council
spokesman Sean Savett in a
statement said the administration
will continue sending Ukraine
weaponry but believes “manpower
is the most vital need" Ukraine has -
atthe moment.“So, we’realsoready ..~ -~ — —

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum and she
“agreed to stop Migration through Mexico.”*“‘Mexico
will stop people from going to our Southern Border,
effective immediately. THIS WILL GO A LONG
WAY TOWARD STOPPING THE ILLEGAL
INVASION OF THE USA. Thank you!!!” Trump
posted.It was unclear what impact the conversation
will have on Trump’s plan to impose tariffs.

In Canada, a government official said Canada is
preparing for every eventuality and has started
thinking about what items to target with tariffs in
retaliation. The official stressed no decision has been
made. The person spoke on condition of anonymity as
they were not authorized to speak publicly.

When Trump imposed higher tariffs during his first term
in office, other countries responded with retaliatory
tariffs of their own. Canada, for instance, announced
billions of new duties in 2018 against the U.S. in a tit-
for-tat response to new taxes on Canadian steel and
aluminum.Many of the U.S. products were chosen for
their political rather than economic impact. For
example, Canada imports $3 million worth of yogurt
from the U.S. annually and most comes from one
plant in Wisconsin, home state of then-House Speaker
Paul Ryan. That product was hit with a 10% duty.

Complete Ioser in 2020, had
no compassion': Millionaire
Shark Tank judge's fiery
remarks on Kamala Harris

World. Kevin O'Leary, millionaire investor and "Shark
Tank" judge, launched a scathing attack against US
Vice President Kamala Harris, calling her a "faulty
and broken candidate" after her unsuccessful bid for
the Oval office, New York Post reports. Speaking on
CNN's 'NewsNight', O'Leary accused the Democratic
Party of bypassing democratic process after it chose
Harris as their nominee without holding a primary
contest."They made an excuse 0$317 million in the
kitty. They kept the same campaign manager and said
we will anoint this faulted, broken candidate who was
inconsequential in her vice presidency," he said,
seemingly calling Kamala incompetent.

“Lostin 2019. As you detailed, complete loser in 2020.
Never could articulate anything. Had no compassion
for people and her own advocates," he added,
suggesting Harris has no regard for the American
people.O'Leary also raised questions about the
Democratic Party’s internal decision-making
process. In October, he mentioned reports that US
representative Nancy Pelosi had urged Joe Biden to
step aside, showing that there were doubts within the
party about Harris’ ability to lead.

"Only 90 days ago, Pelosi went to Biden and said, ‘You
need to step aside,” and convinced him to do so," he
said. “He made the decision, and he did actually ask
her, and we’ve now learned this, ‘Is she the right
person to drive this home?’ He questioned that,"
O'Leary added.O'Leary expressed frustration with
the Democrats' carelessness in not conducting a
formal process for candidate selection.

"Biden could have said, “We need to run a process in
order for me to make this move,’ but they decided not
to. I don’t know who ‘they’ is. Was it [Barack]
Obama? Was it Pelosi? I don’t care who it was," he
said.

He's trying to kill me!':
Florida man charged with
murder after beating golfer
to death

World. A 36-year-old man faces a first-degree murder
charge after police say he beat a golfer to death with
the victim's clubs at a local golf course, USA Today
reports.The attack happened Monday afternoon at
Sandhill Crane Golf Club, northwest of West Palm
Beach. Police identified the suspect as Junior
Boucher and the victim as 65-year-old Brian
Hiltebeitel. Witnesses told police Boucher hit
Hiltebeitel with a golf club near the first hole. He then
chased Hiltebeitel to a pond. The attack continued in
the water. Witnesses heard Hiltebeitel yell, "He's
trying to kill me!" Police say Boucher choked
Hiltebeitel before leaving the pond and walking, half-
naked, toward a wooded area.Officers arrived shortly
after and found Hiltebeitel’s body in the pond.
Despite efforts to revive him, he was pronounced
dead at the scene. Boucher was soon spotted fleeing
the area and was arrested after police used an
electronic control device to subdue him.Palm Beach
Gardens police officer Javier Garcia told USA Today
that authorities are still investigating the case, saying,
"Detectives have not discovered a motive as of yet, as
this appears to have been a random act of violence."

Officers used an "electronic control device" to arrest
Boucher before taking him to a hospital for a medical
check-up. He was then transported to jail, where he
remains without bond. Boucher, a West Palm Beach
resident, refused to speak with detectives without an
attorney present. He is set to appear in court on
December 26 to face the murder charge.
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with Russia.The official said “the pure
math” of Ukraine's situation now is that it
needs more troops in the fight. Currently,
Ukraine is not mobilizing or training
enough soldiers to replace its battlefield
losses while keeping pace with Russia's
growing military, the official added.The
White House has pushed more than $56
billion in security assistance to Ukraine
since the start of Russia's February 2022
invasion and expects to send billions more

President-elect Donald Trump's team report

to ramp up our training capacity if

they take appropriate steps to fill out

their ranks,” Savett said. The Ukrainians
have said they need about 160,000
additional troops to keep up with its
battlefield needs, but the U.S.
administration believes they probably will
need more than that.

More than 1 million Ukrainians are now in

uniform, including the National Guard and
other units.Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy has been hearing concerns from
allies in other Western capitals as well that
Ukraine has a troop level problem and not
an arms problem, according to European
officials who requested anonymity to
discuss the sensitive diplomatic
conversations. The European allies have
stressed that the lack of depth means that it
may soon become untenable for Ukraine to
continue to operate in Russia’s Kursk

continue the vital U.S. military

support for Ukraine.“There are no
easy answers to Ukraine’s serious
manpower shortage, but lowering the draft
age would help,” said Bradley Bowman,
senior director of the Center on Military
and Political Power at the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies. "These are
obviously difficult decisions for a
government and society that has already
endured so much due to Russia’s invasion.”

bomb ’rhreu’rs to cublne’r nominees

WASHINGTON. Several members of
Donald Trump's incoming
administration have received threats
including bomb alerts, a
spokeswoman for the president-elect
said Wednesday.

"Last night and this morning, several of
President Trump's Cabinet nominees
and Administration appointees were
targeted in violent, unAmerican
threats to their lives and those who live
with them," said transition team
spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt in a
statement. Without saying who was
targeted, Leavitt said these incidents
ranged from bomb threats to
"swatting," the practice in which police
are summoned urgently to someone's
house under false pretenses.The FBI
said in a statement that it is “aware of
numerous bomb threats and swatting
incidents targeting incoming
administration nominees and
appointees, and we are working with
our law enforcement partners. We take
all potential threats seriously, and as
always, encourage members of the
public to immediately report anything

they consider suspicious to law
enforcement.”Elise Stefanik, a Trump
loyalist congresswoman tapped to be
UN ambassador, said her residence in
New York was targeted in a bomb
threat.In a statement she said she and
husband and small son were driving
home from Washington for the
Thanksgiving holiday when they
learned of the threat.In Florida,
meanwhile, the Okaloosa County
sheriff’s office said in an advisory
posted on Facebook that it “received
notification of a bomb threat
referencing former Congressman Matt
Gaetz’s supposed mailbox at a home in
the Niceville area around 9 a.m. this

morning.”While a family member
resides at the address, they said
"former Congressman Gaetz is NOT a
resident. ““The mailbox however was
cleared and no devices were located.
The immediate area was also searched
with negative results.”Gaetz was
Trump’s initial pick to serve as attorney
general, but he withdrew from
consideration amid allegations that he
paid women for sex and slept with
underage women. Gaetz has
vehemently denied any wrongdoing
and said last year that a Justice
Department investigation into sex
trafficking allegations involving
underage girls had ended with no
federal charges against him.As he
prepares to return to the White House in
January, Trump has already swiftly
assembled a cabinet of loyalists,
including several criticized for severe
lack of experience.The Republican,
who appears set to avoid trial on
criminal prosecutions related to
attempts to overthrow his 2020 election
loss, was wounded in the ear in July in
an assassination attempt.

US sanctions Venezuela
security chiefs for crackdown

WASHINGTON. The United States
slapped sanctions on 21 top Venezuelan
security and cabinet officials
Wednesday, accusing them of a
campaign of repression after President
Nicolas Maduro's bitterly contested
July reelection.The fresh measures
come after Washington and the G7
said they recognized opposition
candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia
as president-elect, amid accusations
of fraud against Maduro."Maduro and
his representatives' repressive actions
in the wake of the Venezuelan
presidential election are a desperate
attempt to silence the voices of its
citizens," Bradley Smith, the acting
under secretary of the Treasury
Department, said in a
statement.Fifteen leaders of the
Venezuelan security apparatus are
among those hit by an asset freeze,
including the heads of the intelligence
service, military counterintelligence
service, the national guard and the
police.The sanctions also target the
Venezuelan communications minister
and the head of the prison service.

"All of these entities are part of Maduro's
security apparatus and are responsible
for violently repressing peaceful
protesters and carrying out arbitrary
detention," a senior US administration
official told reporters.The US Treasury
said Venezuelan security forces had

also issued an "unjustified arrest
warrant" for Urrutia, forcing him to flee
to Spain.At the same time, the US State
Department said it was expanding visa
restrictions on Maduro's
allies."Maduro's security apparatus has
engaged in widespread abuses,
including killings, repression, and mass

detention of protestors," the State

Department said in a statement.In

September, the United States

announced sanctions against 16

Venezuelan officials over alleged

election fraud.They included senior

figures in the Venezuelan electoral
council and Supreme Court,
with the US Treasury saying
at the time that they "impeded
atransparent electoral process
and the release of accurate
electionresults."

Maduro claimed victory in the
election and defied intense
domestic and international
pressure to release detailed
polling numbers to back up
the assertion.Amid an outcry
at home and abroad, the
former bus driver handpicked by the
late authoritarian strongman Hugo
Chavez is now serving his third term.

But the oil-rich country's economy is in
shambles, as Venezuelans endure acute
shortages of food, medicine and other
basic goods.

S Hindu American groups seek

sanctions against Bangladesh
over attacks on minorities

WASHINGTON. Condemning attacks on minorities in

Bangladesh, several Hindu American groups have
sought that US aid for the South Asian country be
made contingent on its government taking measurable
action to protect these populations.Bangladesh's
minority Hindus, which constitute only about 8 per
cent of the 170 million population, have faced over
200 attacks in 50-odd districts since the fall of Sheikh
Hasina's Awami League government on August 5.

Things took a turn for the worse this week after Hindu

spiritual leader Chinmoy Krishna Das was arrested in
a sedition case.He was later denied bail by a court,
triggering protests by community members in various
locations, including the capital Dhaka and the port city
of Chattogram.Das was a member of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) and
was recently expelled.Vishva Hindu Parishad
America (VHPA) president Ajay Shah said the news
of Das' arrest, vandalism of Kali Mandir in Chittagong
and the rising attacks on Hindus across Bangladesh
are disconcerting."Is this the human rights legacy the
Biden administration wants to be remembered for," he
asked.VHPA general secretary Amitabh Mittal said,
"The silence of global media regarding the ongoing
atrocities against minorities in Bangladesh is
deafening. The recent arrest of an ISKCON priest and
the violent attacks on Hindu temples underscore the

alarmingrise in religious intolerance."

These incidents are part of a "broader pattern of

discrimination", he alleged."The lack of international
condemnation only further emboldens the
perpetrators and threatens the safety and freedom of
minority communities in Bangladesh," Mittal said.

In an open letter to President-elect Donald Trump,

Hindus for America First (HFAF) recommended
halting US funding for projects in Bangladesh tied to
Beijing's ambitions and prioritising initiatives that
benefit America and its allies directly."Hindu,
Buddhist, and Christian communities in Bangladesh
have faced systemic violence and discrimination. We
humbly ask that your administration make US aid
contingent on the Bangladeshi government taking
measurable action to protect these populations.

Trump after years of turbulent
ties with US president-elect

The tech CEQ has been seeking

to change his company's

perception on the right

following a rocky relationship

I T

with Trump.

FORT LAUDERDAL. Donald Trump dined

on Wednesday with Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg at the president-elect's Mar-a-
Lago club in Florida, bringing together the
Facebook founder and the former president
who was once banned from that social
network.Stephen Miller, who has been
appointed deputy chief of staff for Trump's
second term, said Zuckerberg, like other
business leaders, wants to support Trump's
economic plans.The tech CEO has been
seeking to change his company's
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A spokesperson for Meta confirmed that

perception on the right following a
rocky relationship with Trump."Mark,
obviously, he has his own interest, and
he has his own company and he has his
own agenda," Miller said in an
interview on Fox News about the
meeting."But he's made clear that he
wants to support the national renewal of
Americaunder Trump's leadership."

Zuckerberg and Trump met on
Wednesday, saying he was invited for
dinner with the president-elect and
other members of his team to talk about
the incoming administration.Trump
was kicked off Facebook following the
January 6, 2021 attack on the US
Capitol. The company restored his account
in early 2023.During the 2024 campaign,
Zuckerberg did not endorse a candidate for
president. He has since taken a more
positive stance toward Trump.Earlier this
year, Zuckerberg praised Trump's response
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to his first assassination attempt, calling it
"badass."Zuckerberg also complained that
senior Biden administration officials
pressured Facebook to censor some
COVID-19 content during the pandemic.
Still, Trump in recent months had continued
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to attack Zuckerberg publicly.In July, he
posted a message on his own social
network Truth Social threatening to
send election fraudsters to prison in part
by citing a nickname he used for the
Meta CEO."ZUCKERBUCKS, be
careful!" Trump wrote.The
Thanksgiving eve visit also comes as
tech mogul Elon Musk has become
more influential in Trump's Make
America Great Again movement,
contributing an estimated USD 200
million through his political action
committee to help elect Trump.Musk is
the billionaire owner of the X social
network, a competitor to Meta.Musk
has spent considerable time at Mar-a-
Lago since the election, and Trump selected
him to lead an outside advisory panel
known as the 'Department of Government
Efficiency' (DOGE) to identify waste with
Vivek Ramaswamy, a venture capitalist and
former GOP presidential candidate.
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Ajmer Court Issues Notices Over Petition Claiming ‘Shiva

Temple’ Inside Moi

RNS I Ajmer: A court in Ra-
jasthan has issued notices to
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) and the Centre
following a petition alleging
the existence of a Shiva temple
within the dargah of Sufi saint
Moinuddin Chishti in Ajmer.
The petition, filed in Septem-
ber, seeks permission to allow
worship at the site again.
Advocate Yogesh Siroja, rep-
resenting the petitioner, con-
firmed that Civil Judge Man-
mohan Chandel has directed
notices to the Ajmer Dargah
Committee, the Ministry of
Minority Affairs, and the ASI
office in New Delhi, seeking
their responses.

The petition has sparked con-
troversy and is drawing at-
tention to similar disputes at
other religious sites in India,
including those in Varanasi,
Mathura, and the Bhojshala
in Dhar. These cases have
brought into question the in-
tersection of religious sites
and historical claims, igniting
debates over the coexistence of

different religious symbols and
structures at shared locations.
The courts order follows re-
cent violent clashes in Samb-
hal, Uttar Pradesh, where
four people were killed and
many others injured after a
local court ordered a survey
at a mosque, with petitioners
claiming that the mosque had
been built over a pre-existing
temple.

In the Ajmer case, the peti-
tioner’s counsel, Ramswaroop
Bishnoi, referenced a 1911

nuddin Chishti Dargah

book titled Ajmer: Histori-
cal and Descriptive by retired
judge Harvilas Sharda. The
book claims that debris from
a Hindu temple was used in
the construction of the dar-
gah. It further mentions that
a sanctum or basement inside
the dargah housed a Shiva
Lingam, which had been wor-
shipped by a Brahmin family.
The book also notes the pres-
ence of remnants from a Jain
temple incorporated into the
dargahs structure, including
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elements of temple debris used
in the construction of its iconic
75-feet-tall buland darwaza.
The case is likely to have wider
implications for similar ongo-
ing disputes across the coun-
try, with the court’s next hear-
ing scheduled for December
20. The outcome of this case
will be closely monitored as
it could set a significant prec-
edent in the ongoing debate
surrounding religious heritage
sites.

India tests 3,500 km K-4 nuclear-capable
missile from INS Arighaat

RNS I New Delhi : India has
successfully test-fired the

K-4  submarine-launched
ballistic missile (SLBM),
which has a range of 3,500
kilometers, from its newly
inducted nuclear subma-
rine, INS Arighaat. The test
was conducted on Wednes-
day, as reported by ANI on
Thursday, citing defense
sources.

According to the report, the
missile was fired from INS
Arighaat, and the results
are currently under analy-
sis. The submarine is oper-
ated by the Strategic Forces
Command of the Indian

Navy.

This test marks a significant
advancement in India’s nu-
clear deterrence strategy.
INS Arighaat, the country’s
second  nuclear-powered
ballistic missile submarine,
was commissioned in Au-
gust during a ceremony in

Visakhapatnam,  Andhra
Pradesh, attended by De-
fence  Minister Rajnath
Singh.

The successful test of the K-4
missile further strengthens
India’s defense capabilities,
underscoring its growing
prowess in submarine-based
nuclear deterrence.
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IIT-ISM Dhanbad Flags Off Yuva Sangam
(Phase V) Cultural and Educational Trip

Dhanbad: A group of 45 students from various districts of
Jharkhand were flagged off for the Yuva Sangam (Phase V)
cultural and educational trip to Uttarakhand by IIT-ISM
Dhanbad. The flag-off ceremony took place at the Golden
Jubilee Lecture Theatre, led by Professor Sukumar Mishra,
and was attended by faculty, staft, and distinguished guests.
The selected students, accompanied by six coordinators,
including faculty and staff, will embark on a journey to
explore Uttarakhand’s scenic beauty and cultural herit-
age. The itinerary includes visits to Bhagwanpur, SIDCUL,
Haridwar, Rishikesh, Patanjali Village, Kotdwar, Lans-

During the ceremony, Professor Sukumar Mishra empha-
sized the program’s aim to provide youth with the oppor-
tunity to experience the diverse cultures and traditions of
India. He encouraged the students to actively engage with
the local culture and language, noting that the youth are the
driving force behind the nation’s progress.

Professor Sanjeev Anand Sahu, Jharkhand Coordinator for
Yuva Sangam Phase V and faculty member from the De-
partment of Mathematics and Computing, expressed that
the selected students were fortunate to immerse themselves
in Uttarakhand’s rich traditions.

The ceremony was also attended by Professor MK Singh,
Dean of Academics; Professor SK Kumar, Dean of Student
Welfare; and Shri Prabodh Pandey, Registrar of IIT-ISM,
who presented the students with caps as a symbol of rec-

The group will travel by train from Dhanbad to Uttara-
khand, where they will visit key sites, including an indus-
trial visit to Bhagwanpur and SIDCUL on November 30,
followed by spiritual explorations of Haridwar and Rishi-
kesh, and visits to Kotdwar and Lansdowne. The trip will
conclude in Dehradun on December 3, with the return
journey to Dhanbad scheduled for December 5.

Police Inaugurate Library in Naxal-Hit
Chhakarbandha to Empower Students

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Gaya: In a move to counter Naxal influence and promote ed-
ucation in Gaya districts Chhakarbandha village, Bihar, the
police inaugurated a new library at the Naxal police station
on Thursday. Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Ashish
Bharti led the initiative, which aims to provide local students
with resources to study for exams from high school to com-
petitive levels like BPSC and UPSC.

The library is open to all students, including children of for-
mer Naxalites, providing them a safe space to study and in-
tegrate into mainstream society. SSP Bharti stressed the im-
portance of education in breaking the cycle of violence and
building a better future for the youth.

The event also included a health check-up camp, blanket dis-
tribution, and rewards for top-performing students. Bicycles
were given to the best students, and sewing machines were
distributed to girls. A Kabaddi competition was held to en-

Chhakarbandha, once plagued by Naxal activity, is now
seeing improvements in infrastructure, bringing hope for a
brighter future for its residents.

Iron ore production grows 4.1%
to 158.4 MT

New Delhi: Iron ore production has registered a growth of
4.1 per cent from April to October in the financial year 2024-
25. Ministry of Mines said that the production of iron ore in-
creased to 158.4 million metric tonnes as compared to 152.1
million metric tonnes during the same period last financial

The production of manganese ore has risen by 11.1 per cent
to 2.0 million metric tonnes from April to October 2024-25,
compared to the corresponding period of the previous year.

Beware ! catch the stone pelters and get rewarded...
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by Ajay Kumar

Lucknow: The bad days of
stone pelters have begun dur-
ing the survey of Jama Masjid
in Sambhal. The Yogi govern-
ment has started putting up
posters of the stone pelters at
crossroads and public places,
offering rewards to those who
help in capturing them.

During the second phase of
the survey, which was carried
out after the claim that there
was a temple in Jama Masjid,
posters of 250 accused in-

volved in spreading violence
were issued by the police.
These posters are being circu-
lated on social media and also
being pasted in the city and
other public places.

Those who provide informa-
tion leading to their identifi-
cation will be rewarded, and
their names will be kept con-
fidential.

Additionally, more than
a dozen teams have been
formed to arrest the rioters
who fled after the unrest, and
these teams have been sent to

nearby areas, including Delhi
and Uttarakhand. The data of
the 27 people who have al-
ready been sent to jail is also
being examined.

According to Sambhal Police
Superintendent Krishna Ku-
mar Vishnoi, strict action is
being prepared against those
responsible for the violence
during the survey at Jama
Masjid.

Charges such as rioting,
along with actions under the
National Security Act (NSA),
will be filed against them.

HAKI JAMA MASJID SURVEY

Most of the individuals in-
volved in stone pelting, arson,
and firing have been captured
by drone cameras and CCTV
cameras outside shops.

The footage has already been
retrieved, and their posters
have been prepared. Anyone
who provides information
about them will be rewarded
by the police.

Some women were also cap-
tured on camera while pelting
stones, and action will also be
taken against them.

Hemant Soren Takes Oath as 14th
Chief Minister of Jharkhand

|

Ranchi: Hemant Soren was sworn in as the 14th Chief
Minister of Jharkhand on Thursday, marking the begin-
ning of his second consecutive term. This also marks his
fourth debut as Chief Minister of the state.

The oath-taking ceremony took place at Morabadi Ground
in Ranchi, where Soren took the oath alone. The expansion
of the state cabinet is expected to take place at a later date.
The event was attended by several prominent political
leaders from across the country. Key figures included Con-
gress President Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, NCP President Sharad
Pawar, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, and
former Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who is also
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) President.

Other notable attendees included Samajwadi Party Presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav, Meghalaya Chief Minister Con-
rad K. Sangma, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann,
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhwinder Singh
Sukhu, and CPI(ML) General Secretary Dipankar Bhat-
tacharya.

The ceremony also saw the presence of several key po-
litical figures, including Uddhav Thackeray, President of
Shiv Sena (Uddhav), former Jammu and Kashmir CM Me-
hbooba Mufti, Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Uday
Stalin, Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar,
Leader of Opposition in the Bihar Assembly Tejashwi Ya-
dav, former Delhi Deputy CM Manish Sisodia, Bihar MP
Pappu Yadav, and AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh.
Soren’s re-election comes at a time of political signifi-
cance, with a host of regional leaders coming together
to show solidarity and support for his leadership in
Jharkhand.

Priyanka Gandhi Sworn in as Lok Sabha

CSIR-NML Celebrates 75th Anniversary with

Platinum J

Jamshedpur: CSIR-National Metallur-
gical Laboratory (NML) in Jamshedpur
marked its 75th year of excellence in sci-
entific research by organizing a special
Platinum Jubilee Expo for students and
educators. The event aimed to showcase
the lab’s contributions to innovation and
technology development over the years.

A total of 234 students and faculty
members from various educational in-
stitutions attended the expo. The group
included 180 students from PM SHRI
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Tatanagar, 27 from
Bhawanipur Education Society College,
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Kolkata, 6 from NIT Jamshedpur, and
21 from Srinath University, Jamshedpur.
The event commenced with an inaugural
session, where Dr. Sandip Ghosh Chowd-
hury, Director of CSIR-NML, delivered a
welcome address. He spoke about the sig-
nificant contributions of CSIR-NML to
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i Indias technological advancement over
@l thelast 75 years.

Following the opening address, students
interacted with scientists and engaged in
discussions about the laboratory’s ongo-
ing research and development activities.
The visit included firsthand demonstra-
tions of various scientific innovations.
The event was well-received, with stu-
dents and teachers expressing their ap-
preciation for the valuable insights gained
during the visit. They left with a deeper
understanding of the importance of re-
search in shaping the nation’s progress.
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India Faces Rs 11,333 Crore Losses from
Cyber Fraud in 2024

New Delhi: India has in-
curred a staggering Rs
11,333 crore in losses due
to cyber fraud in the first
nine months of 2024, ac-
cording to data from the
Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (I4C) un-
der the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA).

Stock trading scams topped
the list, with 228,094 com-
plaints resulting in losses of
Rs 4,636 crore. Investment
frauds followed closely,
causing a total of Rs 3,216
crore in losses from 100,360
complaints. “Digital arrest”
scams, which continue to
rise, led to damages of Rs
1,616 crore across 63,481
cases, as reported by The
Indian Express.

The Citizen Financial Cy-
ber Fraud Reporting and
Management System (CF-
CFRMS) also revealed a
sharp increase in cyber
fraud cases, with nearly 12
lakh complaints registered

in 2024 alone. Alarmingly,
45% of these frauds were
traced to Southeast Asian
countries, including Cam-
bodia, Myanmar, and Laos.
Since its launch in 2021, the

CFCFRMS has recorded
3.005 million complaints,
resulting in cumulative
losses of Rs 27,914 crore.
The system showed a rise

in complaints each year,
with 1.13 million cases in
2023, 514,741 in 2022, and
135,242 in 2021.

In response to growing
concerns over digital fraud,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed the issue
during the 115th episode
of his Mann Ki Baat radio
programme. He specifi-

cally warned against “digi-
tal arrest” scams, clarifying
that no government agency
conducts investigations
via phone or video calls.
“There is no system like
digital arrest under the
law;” he emphasized, urging
citizens to remain vigilant
and report any suspicious
activities.

MP, Begins Parliamentary Journey

"

New Delhi : Congress General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra took her oath as a Member of Parliament (MP) on Thurs-
day, officially marking her debut in the Lok Sabha. Priyanka was
elected from Kerala’s Wayanad constituency, which had gone to
a bypoll on November 13.

The oath ceremony was attended by her family, including moth-
er Sonia Gandhi, brother Rahul Gandhi, husband Robert Vadra,
and children Raihan and Miraya Vadra.

Priyanka won the Wayanad seat with a commanding lead of
4,10,931 votes, securing a decisive victory over CPI’s Sathyan
Mokeri in a three-way contest that also saw BJP’s Navya Hari-
das in the race.

The seat became available after her brother, Rahul Gandhi, re-
signed from it following his win in the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, where he retained his constituency of Rae Bareli. This
marked a return to form for Rahul, who had faced a tough defeat
in Amethi in 2019 before Wayanad served as a political lifeline
for him.

With this win, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra officially enters the par-
liamentary arena, further strengthening the Gandhi family’s
presence in Indian politics.

Loyabad Celebrates Martyrdom Day of
Shakti Nath Mahato

Rt
by Ashok Kumar

Loyabad: The 47th martyrdom day of Shahid Shakti Nath Ma-
hato, a revered leader of coal belt laborers, was commemorated
with solemnity and reverence at Tata Sijua No. 12. Family mem-
bers, local leaders, and citizens paid their respects at the life-size
statue of the martyr, including newly elected MLAs Chandradev
Mahato (Sindri) and Jairam Mahato (Dumri), Zila Parishad
Chairman Sharda Singh, and other political figures.

Speaking at the event, Jairam Mahato remarked that the labor
rights for which Shakti Nath Mahato laid down his life remain
unfulfilled. He emphasized that despite the passage of decades,
workers in the coal belt continue to face exploitation, underlin-
ing the unchanged plight of laborers. Mahato also criticized the
current state government, noting that the same regime now in
power continues to overlook the oppression of laborers, poor,
tribal, and Dalit communities. He called for the realization of
Shakti Nath Mahato’s dream of justice and rightful opportunities
for Jharkhand’s exploited laborers.

Kanpur Madrasa Yields Skeleton of Missing
Boy, Investigation Underway

Kanpur: A chilling discovery was made at a closed madrasa in
Kanpur, where the skeleton of an 11-year-old child was found
in a locked building that had been shut for four years. The ma-
drasa, which had been closed since the pandemic, is now the
focus of a police investigation. Authorities are struggling to
identify the remains, as the skeleton appears to be old. Adding
to the mystery, a blackboard inside the madrasa bears the date
“May 20, 2023,” despite the madrasa being closed.

A woman has come forward suspecting the skeleton may be
her missing son, Wahid Ali, who disappeared in August 2023.
She recognized his clothing, a T-shirt and shorts, found with
the remains. A DNA test has been ordered to confirm the iden-
tity. The madrasa building, which has a locked iron gate and
chain, contains a classroom where the skeleton was discov-
ered, in a room next to a kitchen. Neighbors believe the smell

from nearby forests, where discarded items and dead animals
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BJP To Keep Half Maharashtra Cabinet,
Muy Gat

Shinde Sena

Mumbai: The BJP will likely give 12
Mabharashtra cabinet berths, including
three big-ticket portfolios, to the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena to make
up for the Chief Minister post,
according to sources. The Ajit Pawar-
led NCP, the third party in the
Mahayuti alliance, may get nine seats
in the cabinet, the sources added.
Maharashtra can have a maximum of
43 ministers, including the Chief :
Minister, and the BJP is likely to keep
half of the berths to itself. Mr Shinde,
who has grudgingly accepted the BJP's
decision to name the Chief Minister from its
ranks, is likely to get three key ministries --
Urban Development, Public Works
Department and Water Resources. NDTV
had earlier reported that the new Chief
Minister will be from the BJP and two Deputy
Chief Ministers -- one each from Sena and
NCP -- may be named. Ajit Pawar, sources
have said, has told his party leaders that the
swearing-in ceremony could be held this
weekend.

Shinde Caves In, Team Thackeray Responds

After days of political posturing by Sena
leaders, Mr Shinde yesterday announced that
his party would support the decision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah on the next Maharashtra Chief
Minister. He said he would not be an

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar To Brief

"obstacle".
Shinde does not have much leverage to push
for the top post. The BJP has won 132 seats
and the NCP has reportedly thrown its weight
behind the big brother. This means it does not
need Mr Shinde's support to reach the
majority mark in the 288-seat Assembly.

As it becomes clear that the BJP will claim the
Chief Minister post, Shiv Sena (UBT) has
taken digs at Mr Shinde, whose rebellion split
the Sena and toppled the Uddhav Thackeray
government.

Party leader Ambadas Danve told PTI that the
BJP takes decisions independently and Mr
Shinde cannot pressure it. Earlier, Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut said Mr Shinde has
served his purpose in the Mahayuti and the
BJPwon't give him the Chief Minister post.

Conso

lation Deal

Devendra Fadnavis The Frontrunner

While the BJP is yet to announce its Chief
Minister choice, Devendra Fadnavis, the
tallest party leader in the state and a
former Chief Minister, is the frontrunner.
The Nagpur South-West MLA is
considered one of the key architects of
the Mahayuti victory in this election.
When the rebellion led by Mr Shinde
brought down the Uddhav Thackeray
government, Mr Fadnavis had agreed,
though reluctantly, to be Number 2 even
though the BJP was the bigger partner in
the alliance.

The grandstanding apart, Mr  Against this backdrop, BIP workers want him

as a Chief Minister this time for leading the
BIPto its best show in Maharashtra. NCP, too,
has reportedly endorsed Mr Fadnavis as a
Chief Minister.The BJP, meanwhile, is also
looking to balance caste equations. Home
Minister Amit Shah met senior BJP leader
Vinod Tawde to understand if the
replacement of Mr Shinde with Mr Fadnavis
will rile up the Maratha community. While
Mr Shinde is a Maratha, Mr Fadnavis is a
Brahmin.

Earlier, during the community's agitation for
reservation, Maratha leader Manoj Jarange-
Patil had called Mr Fadnavis a "Maratha-
hater". The BJP, it appears, wants to iron out
all doubts before making a formal
announcement.

Parliament On Bangladesh Crisis

Prime Minister Narendra

including

and other minority communities.

Since then, there have been "multiple
attacks on Hindus, and other minorities,
by extremist elements", the External
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Chandrababu Naidu aims to make
Andhra Pradesh global maritime hub

New Delhi.Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu has directed
officials to transform the state into a global
maritime hub by leveraging its 1,053-km
coastline, the longest in the country. He
urged officials to draft a comprehensive
maritime policy that can unlock the state’s
coastal potential and drive sustainable
economic growth.During a review meeting
on Wednesday, Naidu stressed that Andhra
Pradesh must aim to become a world-class
maritime state by developing
infrastructure that supports port-led
industrialization. He highlighted the
importance of creating high-capacity ports
using a hub-and-spoke model, which
would link port areas with industrial
corridors and boost connectivity across
sectors like tourism, industries, and
infrastructure.Officials briefed the Chief
Minister on the proposed maritime policy,
which focuses on four key areas: port
development, the establishment of ship-
building and repair clusters, the growth of
maritime-related industries, and the
development of areas surrounding ports.
Naidu directed them to prioritise
partnerships with global companies to set
up ship-building and repair units and
integrate green energy and tourism
initiatives within the maritime sector.

He also emphasized the importance of skill
development, proposing the establishment
of a maritime university in the state and
partnerships with institutions like the
Indian Maritime University and IITs.

These collaborations, he said, would not
only enhance research capabilities but
also sharpen the skills of the state’s youth.
Naidu called for radical reforms in
governance, particularly in arbitration
and dispute resolution mechanisms, to
attract investments and ensure efficient
management of maritime projects.
Strengthening the Andhra Pradesh
Maritime Board, he added, is essential to

achieving these ambitious goals.The
officials informed the Chief Minister that
Andhra Pradesh currently ranks second in
the country in handling non-major port
cargo, with a 16% growth in export-
import (EXIM) trade. The state also
secured the top position in seafood
exports last year, recording a 32%
growth.Andhra Pradesh currently has one
major port in Visakhapatnam, five
operational non-major ports, and four
greenfield ports under construction, with
seven more ports already notified for
development.

In Candid Moment,

Brother Rahul Gandhi

Clicks Priyanka Gandhi

Ms Vadra was elected as the MP from Kerala's

Wayanad in the recently concluded bypolls.

New Delhi:
Unrest continues in Modi met Foreign Mlmster S
Jaishankar Thursday to discuss attacks
BaﬂgladeSh on religious minorities,

0 Hindus, in neighbouring Bangladesh.
following the This includes the arrest this week of
student-led Chinmoy Krishna Das Brahmachari
rebellion i A oust and the vandalism of a temple in

In Augu Chattogram district.
: y 2 Following his meeting with the PM, Mr
. . >
ofthis vear, WI.“(:h Jaishankar is expected to address both
forced then Prime ~ Houses

Minister Sheikh

Hasina to quit and
flee to India.

Parliament tomorrow,

assuming proceedings are not disrupted
by the opposition.His remarks will come
as unrest continues in Bangladesh
following the student-led rebellion in
August of this year, which forced then
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to quit

and flee to India.The Bangladeshi Army
took control, briefly, of the country's
government before an interim
administration, headed by Nobel
laureate Mohd Yunus, took charge in
August. However, it has been accused of
failing to reign in the attacks on Hindus

Affairs Ministry said Tuesday after
Chinmoy Brahmachari was
arrested. There are several documented
cases of arson and looting of minorities'
homes and business establishments, as
well as theft and vandalism and
desecration of deities and temples," the
ministry said.The Yunus government
has reaffirmed "in the strongest terms"
that every Bangladeshi, regardless of
their religious identity, has the "right to
establish, maintain or perform respective
religious rituals and practices or express
views without hindrance."

Uddhav Thackeray To Ditch Congress After Maharashtra Defeat? What Reports Say

New Delhi: Five days after the devasting defeat of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) in Maharashtra
Assembly elections, murmurs are rising from
within the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
faction of breaking away from the grand old party
and going solo. The Indian Express has learnt that
amajority of the 20 Sena (UBT) MLAs reportedly
pushed for this during a meeting convened by
Thackeray on Monday. Express’ sources further
said that the Sena's (UBT) grassroots workers,
who were overshadowed by Eknath Shinde's
faction winning 57 seats in the Assembly elections,
are now questioning how effective the MVA
alliance has been.

However, the Indian Express’s sources indicated
that Uddhav Thackeray, along with senior leaders
Aaditya Thackeray and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Raut, are determined to keep the alliance intact to
project a unified opposition against the BIJP.
Commenting on the rising discontent within the
party over the MVA alliance, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Ambadas Danve acknowledged that a
section of workers feels the party should contest
the future polls alone. Smaller factions within the
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Shiv Sena (UBT) have occasionally voiced
intentions of going solo, but these calls have
resurfaced more prominently after the party’s
humiliating defeat under the MVA coalition
comprising Congress and the NCP (SP).

"There is a feeling among a large section of the party
to contest the elections independently. It is
immaterial whether Shiv Sena (UBT) gets power
or not. The party was not born to seize power. Itis a
party that works on an ideology," said Danve, who

is the Leader of Opposition in the legislative
council, reported PTI.

Responding to Danve’s statement, State Congress
president Nana Patole said that everyone has the
right to express their views. Meanwhile, Senior
Congress leader Vijay Wadettiwar, who
previously served as Leader of Opposition in the
Maharashtra Assembly, acknowledged that
Congress leaders, much like their Sena (UBT)
counterparts, are also in favour of contesting
elections independently. "But that cannot be the
decision of the party. We are in the process of
analysing the result and causes of our defeat,” he
added.

Since 2022, when Eknath Shinde took off with most
of the MLAs and divided the Shiv Sena into two,
Uddhav Thackeray has been criticised for straying
from Balasaheb Thackeray's ideology by aligning
with Congress. Balasaheb's Shiv Sena was firmly
rooted in Hindutva and Marathi pride. Experts
suggest that Uddhav's coalition with Congress and
the NCP gave Eknath Shinde and the BJP an
opportunity to strengthen their hold on the Hindu
voter base.

i

New Delhi: In a heart-warming moment, Rae Bareli MP Rahul Gandhi
stopped to click a picture of his sister and Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra as she entered the Parliament building for the first time as
a Lok Sabha member.

Ms Vadra was elected as the MP from Kerala's Wayanad in the recently
concluded bypolls. She made her political debut from the constituency
after Mr Gandhi vacated the seat, choosing to retain family bastion Rae
Bareli in Uttar Pradesh in the Lok Sabha elections. Her debut into the
electoral fray comes 20 years after she campaigned for Sonia Gandhi in
Rae Bareli and Rahul Gandhi in Amethi during the 2004 Lok Sabha
elections. Wearing an off-white saree with a golden border and holding
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the Constitution booklet, which has become a familiar sight in this
Parliament session after Rahul Gandhi and other MPs of the INDIA
bloc started carrying it, Priyanka Gandhi was greeted with loud cheers
and chants of Bharat Jodo as she took the oath.

With Ms Vadra's entry in the Lok Sabha, the three Gandhis, including
Rahul Gandhi and their mother Sonia Gandhi, are now Members of
Parliament. Ms Sonia Gandhi is currently serving as a Rajya Sabha
MP.In the Parliament today, chaos erupted over a multitude of issues
soon after Ms Vadra and Nanded MP Ravindra Chavan were sworn in.
Thursday was the second consecutive day that both Houses were
adjourned amid Opposition din.

Uddhav Sena won't leave Maha Vikas Aghadi; Sanjay Raut denies rift rumours

New Delhi: Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
on Thursday confirmed that there was no rift in
the opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
following the ruling BJP-led Mahayuti's
stunning victory in the recently-concluded
Assembly polls in Maharashtra. He dismissed
the rumours as "baseless" and confirmed that
the Uddhav Sena was not leaving the MVA.On
November 23, the Mahayuti swept the state
polls by winning a whopping 230 of 288
Assembly seats. The BJP emerged as the single
largest party, winning 132 seats, its highest-

Devendra Fadnavis, and NCP's Ajit
Pawar are scheduled to meet Amit
Shah in Delhi on Thursday in an
effort to reach a consensus on the
issue.Sources told India Today TV
that the meeting will take place at
5.30 pm, with Shinde, who resigned
as Maharashtra Chief Minister on
Tuesday, slated to reach the national
capital by 4 pm.Taking a potshot at
the meeting in the national capital
today, Raut said that Shiv Sena
patriarch "Bal Thackeray's future
was never decided in Delhi, it was
decided in Mumbai".
He alleged that "Shinde does politics
in the name of Bal Thackeray, but their
decisions are taken in Delhi. We never went to
Delhi and begged".Besides the Uddhav Sena
leader, Congress's Nana Patole has also
mocked Mahayuti for failing to reach a
consensus and claimed that the BJP's Central

The Uddhav Sena
leader's remarks
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MVA demonstrated a remarkable
performance in the general
elections, winning 31 out of 48
seats. Congress achieved the
highest tally with 13 seats, Uddhav
Sena nine, and the NCP (SP)
eight.On being asked if the Shiv
Sena (UBT) might contest
separately from the MVA, Raut said f
ever tally, while the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv  the alliance leaders will take a T
Sena and Ajit Pawar's NCP got 57 and 41,  decisionregarding this together. K] f» ¥
respectively.In a massive setback, the MVA "Why are you guys worried? Just
only managed to secure 46 seats. Congress now the Lok Sabha and Assembly
won 16 seats, NCP (SP) 10, abd Shiv Sena  elections' results have come... We will see, we
(UBT) 20 seats. know whatto do," he stressed.
Addressing a press conference today, Raut said SANJAY RAUT ON MAHAYUTI'S CM
that the INDIA bloc-led alliance succeeded in ~ SUSPENSE
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections by fighting The Uddhav Sena leader also weighed in onthe ~ Home Minister Amit Shah and their leaders
together."If someone says this (rumours) after ~ continuing suspense over Mahayuti's Chief  takeadecision?" he asked.
the Assembly election results, then it could be ~ Ministerial face, slamming the BJP-led ruhng Raut s remarks come as Maharashtra caretaker  leadership was pressurrng Shinde to glve up
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general elections, no one said that
the Uddhav Sena should separate . / \
from the alliance,” he said.The ! h .

came less than a

week after the
ruling BJP-led
Mahayuti in

Maharashtra LY S

almost a week after the election results."They
(Mahayuti) have a full majority. But even after
seven days, the Mahayuti was unable to give a
new Chief Minister to Maharashtra. What is
the reason? Why can't the Prime Minister,

secured a stunning

victory in the

recently-concluded

Assembly polls.
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Ominous escalation
in Russia-Ukraine war

THE Russia-Ukraine war crossed the 1000-day
mark on November 19 and the conflict entered a
higher level of fire-power escalation on
November 17, when US President Joe Biden
finally gave the authorisation for the US Army
Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) to be used by
Ukraine.While this decision is being interpreted
as a case of Uncle Joe finally showing 'spine',
albeit rather late in the day, the potential for

sudden and dangerous escalation — either
accidental or deliberate — has increased in a
visible manner.

Kyiv had long sought such approval for the use of
long-range western origin missiles, but this had
been withheld by Washington as a measure of
prudence and restraint to keep the conflict limited
and confined to the two adversaries. It is pertinent
that this green signal has been given when the
Biden presidency is in what is described as its
'lame-duck’ phase. This is the period after the US
election results for the White House are
announced (usually early November) and January
20, when the new incumbent assumes office — in
this case, President-elect Donald Trump.

Kyiv lost no time in using its new weaponry and
launched the ATACMS miissiles against targets in
Russia on November 20 and followed this
offensive with the Storm Shadow missiles
supplied by the UK. Earlier, Russia was accused
of'inducting North Korean troops into the conflict
and also using drones supplied by Iran — thereby
widening the scope of the war from a binary
conflict (Russia-Ukraine) and according it a
wider multinational nature. This has pitted
Ukraine, supported by the US and some of its
allies, against Russia, which is receiving tangible
military assistance from North Korea and Iran.

Moscow retaliated almost immediately and on
November 21, Russian President Vladimir Putin
announced that his military had carried out an
attack on the eastern Ukrainian city of Dnipro,
using "a new conventional intermediate-range
missile." Classified as Oreshnik, this has been
identified as an experimental medium-range
ballistic missile.Putin stated: "In response to the
use of American and British long-range
weaponry, on 21 November this year, the Russian
armed forces carried out a combined strike on one
of Ukraine's military-industrial complex sites."
The sub-text of the use of the hypersonic
Oreshnik missile was that if the US-led alliance
chose to escalate the lethality of the conflict,
Russia would respond in an assertive manner.
Putin added that Russia was "ready for any
developments and if anyone still doubts this, they
shouldn't. There will always be aresponse."

Will this response be nuclear? This is the worst-case
scenario that many European nations fear and
Putin has stoked this anxiety by revising Russia's
nuclear doctrine to cater to a wide range of
exigencies that go beyond pristine deterrence.

Russia's earlier nuclear doctrine was framed in the
traditional template that was limited to the core
mission, meaning that the nuclear weapon was
meant only to 'deter' the adversary (the USA)
from even contemplating the use of such
apocalyptic capability. The second condition was
to repel a conventional military attack that
threatened the existence of the state. However, the
revised November doctrine announced by
Moscow has expanded the spectrum and states
that any attack by a non-nuclear power supported
by a nuclear power would be considered a joint
attack. It further adds that any attack by one
member of a military bloc (in this case, the US-led
alliance) would be considered an attack by the
entire alliance.Moscow has drawn attention to its
nuclear capability since the early stage of this war
that began in February 2022 and this has been
repeated many times. However, the received
wisdom is that Russia would not cross the red line
and some western commentary has dismissed this
as mere posturing. But such complacency may be
misleading and dangerous.

It merits recall that the 1962 Cuban missile crisis
between the USA and the former USSR that
began in mid-October that year almost plunged
the world into a nuclear war. This apocalyptic
eyeball-to-eyeball brinkmanship was averted by
the last-minute sagacity and prudence of the two
leaders — US President John Kennedy and Soviet
President Nikita Khrushchev. They decided to

THE Punjab byelections saw the Aam Aadmi Party

For the Congress, retaining Barnala offers a faint

How PPP model can propel Punjab’s economic growth

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) have the potential to revolutionise infrastructure development and services delivery by blending private sector capital and
expertise with public sector oversight. For Punjab, which has over 147 PPP projects worth Rs 59,358 crore in critical sectors like...

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) have the potential
to revolutionise infrastructure development and
services delivery by blending private sector capital
and expertise with public sector oversight. For
Punjab, which has over 147 PPP projects worth Rs
59,358 crore in critical sectors like roads, bridges,
healthcare and education, this model could be the
key to unlocking sustained economic growth.
However, despite the scale of these projects,
systemic inefficiencies, governance issues and a
narrow strategic focus have hindered their
transformative potential. To fully leverage the power
of the PPPs, Punjab must embrace a comprehensive
reset, aligning these initiatives with the state’s
long-term economic and social goals.Punjab’s
track record in executing PPP projects has often
fallen short. High-profile failures, such as the
Ludhiana-Talwandi NHAI (National Highways
Authority of India) project and the stalled food
storage silo initiatives, reveal deep-rooted
inefficiencies. Even as demand for modernised
grain storage facilities grows, no silos have been
built since 2021. Similarly, three commercial
complexes in Amritsar, Mohali and Ludhiana —
requiring an investment of over Rs 500 crore —
remain incomplete. These missed opportunities
reflect a broader issue: the state is struggling to
follow-through on significant infrastructure
investments, resulting in wasted resources.

A fundamental problem lies in the skewed risk
allocation. Private sector entities often shoulder the
burdens of land acquisition delays, regulatory
uncertainties and incomplete infrastructure, which
discourages investment and delays projects. This
imbalance undermines the core principle of risk-
sharing in PPPs. Punjab’s focus on ‘“showcase”
projects has often diverted attention away from
addressing critical systemic needs. For example, the
proposed medical colleges in Gurdaspur and
Pathankot have made little progress, reflecting a
disconnect between investments and challenges
faced by the healthcare sector. Punjab’s reliance on
viability gap funding (VGF) further underscores a
lack of financial confidence in the private sector’s
ability to execute projects without subsidies, raising
concerns about the sustainability of its PPP
mode.Moreover, the PPP landscape has focussed on
traditional infrastructure projects like roads, bridges
and silos, while emerging sectors such as renewable
energy, education, food processing and circular

economy remain underexplored. This narrow focus
limits the potential of PPPs to address the socio-
economic challenges. Governance bottlenecks, such
as procedural delays, opaque decision-making and
weak contract enforcement, exacerbate the issues,
undermining investor confidence and outcomes.

To overcome these challenges, Punjab must adopt a

more strategic, diversified and transparent
approach. First, the state must recalibrate risk
allocation. Risks must be distributed more equitably
between the public and private sectors. Private
entities should manage risks related to construction
and service delivery, while the government should

address land acquisition issues, regulatory
challenges and policy alignment. This would ensure
a fairer balance and encourage more private sector
investment.Second, Punjab must explore innovative
revenue models to make projects financially viable
and socially impactful. One such model is payment
for environmental services (PES), successfully
implemented in Costa Rica to incentivise forest
conservation through revenue generated by carbon
credits and biodiversity offsets. It could be adapted
in Punjab’s Kandi belt for afforestation and
environmental preservation, with potential revenue
sources that align economic growth with
sustainability. Further output/outcome-based
payments (OBP), which link funding to improved
healthcare or educational outcomes, could
incentivise high-quality service delivery and ensure
that projects produce measurable societal benefits.

Expanding the scope of PPPs into high-growth sectors

is equally crucial. Renewable energy offers
tremendous potential, as Punjab seeks to meet rising
energy demands while reducing dependence on
fossil fuels. Similarly, education-focused PPPs

Punjab byelections

could help modernise schools and colleges,
emphasising vocational training to address the skill
gaps in the workforce. Circular economy initiatives
in waste management, recycling and sustainable
practices could provide both environmental and
economic benefits. Moreover, the food processing
industry, with its potential to add value to farmers’
produce, should be prioritised as a critical area for
PPPs.None of these initiatives can succeed without
strengthening the governance and regulatory
frameworks. Updating the Punjab Infrastructure Act
is essential to modernise the state’s regulations,
ensuring transparency, streamlined processes and
rigorous enforcement of state support
agreements. The Surat Municipal Corporation’s
wastewater recycling project is an example of
how robust governance, clear demand forecasting
and innovative financing can ensure long-term
sustainability and investor confidence.

Engaging citizens, private sector players and
experts during the planning and execution stages
will help ensure that projects meet public needs
while delivering tangible, impactful
results.Recent Budget announcements indicate
that Punjab recognises the importance of PPP in
driving growth. The 2023 Budget emphasised
developing tourist destinations through PPP,

while the 2022 Budget highlighted sports
infrastructure projects. However, these initiatives
need to be integrated into Punjab’s long-term
development strategy. For example, eco-tourism
projects should prioritise sustainability and
community participation, while sports infrastructure
should balance grassroots development with high-
performance facilities.

Punjab stands at a crossroads in its PPP journey. While

it has recognised the transformative potential of
these partnerships, inefficiencies, governance
challenges and limited strategic focus continue to
hold it back. Punjab must recalibrate its risk-sharing
models, adopt innovative financing mechanisms,
diversify into high-growth sectors and strengthen
governance frameworks. By embracing these
reforms, Punjab can modernise its infrastructure,
foster sustainable economic growth and improve
public welfare. A transparent and inclusive approach
will set a new benchmark for PPP success, enabling
Punjab to harness the transformative power of these
partnerships and pave the way for a brighter, more
sustainable future.

THE Punjab byelections saw the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) winning three seats — Gidderbaha, Chabbewal and Dera Baba Nanak — while losing Barnala to the

Congress. The resulis are as much about the ruling party’s victories as the Shiromani Akali...

(AAP) winning three seats — Gidderbaha,
Chabbewal and Dera Baba Nanak — while losing
Barnala to the Congress. The results are as much
about the ruling party’s victories as the Shiromani
Akali Dal’s (SAD) decision to stay away from the
poll fray since the shift of Akali votes to AAP played
a decisive role. This shift wasn’t necessarily a vote
for AAP, but a tactical alignment against the
Congress.

silver lining in an otherwise disappointing
performance. Kuldeep Singh Dhillon’s victory
highlights the party’s ability to capitalise on internal
discontent within AAP, amplified by rebel
candidates splitting votes. However, the loss in
Gidderbaha — despite intense campaigning by state chief
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring for his wife, Amrita
Warring, the Congress candidate — underscores deeper

'blink' together on November 20, 1962.

In 2015, on the occasion of the 125th birth anniversary
of Dr BR Ambedkar, the government decided to
celebrate November 26 as the Constitution Day to
highlight the importance of the event and
commemorate its chiefarchitect.

On this day in 1949, the Constituent Assembly had
adopted the Constitution of India which came into
effect on January 26, 1950. This is when the
foundation for the world’s largest democracy was
laid. For 75 years, this document has been serving as
the guiding light for the running of the country.
Among its many remarkable features, the principles
of'secularism and pluralism stand out as cornerstones
ofIndia’s democratic identity.

Secularism in the Indian Constitution

A unique model unlike the western model of complete
separation between religion and state, the Indian
Constitution adopts a model of “equal respect for all
religions”, ensuring that the state neither favours nor
discriminates against any religion.What makes the
constitution secular is its key features, namely,
freedom of religion (Articles 25-28), equality of all
before the law (Articles 14 and 15) and neutrality of
the State in matters of religion (Articles 27-28)
guarantee the right to freedom of religion, allowing
every individual to profess, practice, and propagate
their faith. At the same time, these provisions protect
individuals from being coerced into following a
particular religion. Article 14 guarantees equality
before the law and prohibits discrimination based on
religion, caste, or gender. Article 15 specifically
forbids discrimination on religious
grounds.Neutrality of the state is ensured by Article
27 which prohibits the use of public funds for
promoting or maintaining any religion and Article 28
that prohibits religious instruction in government-
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issues of leadership disconnect and ineffective voter
engagement. This setback is particularly damaging as
Warring’s singular focus on Gidderbaha came at the

The Constitution has kept the nation united

November 26 is celebrated as Constitution Day of India

run educational institutions. Pluralism and diversity
are the next distinguishing features of the country
mandated by the Constitution which reinforce
secularism.India is home to over 1.45 billion people,
speaking 22 official languages listed in the Eighth
Schedule and practising a multitude of religions.
Ethnologue, an encyclopedic reference work
cataloging all of the world’s 7,111 known
living languages, reports India as a home to
398 languages besides thousands of dialects.
Article 29 protects the rights of minorities to
conserve their language, script, and culture.
Article 30, much in the news lately, empowers
religious and linguistic minorities to establish
and administer educational institutions of :
their choice. This ensures the preservation of .
cultural identity.Universal adult suffrage is
another important feature that empowers
every section of society with right to vote to all
adults regardless of caste, religion, gender, or
economic status. For protection of the
marginalised communities, the Constitution
includes provisions for affirmative action,
ensuring political, educational, and
employment opportunities for Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other
Backward Classes.The coexistence of
secularism and pluralism are two basic features that
are central to India’s unity in diversity. By respecting
minority rights, the Constitution prevents the
dominance of any single group over others, while
pluralism fosters inclusivity, ensuring that all
communities feel valued and represented in the
nation-building process.

I have often said that India is secular because Hindus
are secular and the living proof is our constitution.

When the country was partitioned in the name of
religion, Pakistan became an Islamic republic
whereas India chose to be secular unanimously in the
Constituent Assembly where an overwhelming
majority (82 per cent) of members were Hindus! The
reason India is looked upon by the world community
with awe and respect is its unique plural and secular

identity which has kept the exceptionally huge and
diverse country united. It is noteworthy that the word
“secular” was added to the Preamble of the Indian
Constitution by the 42nd Amendment Act, 1976,
during the Emergency under Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s government. The amendment inserted the
words “secular” and “‘socialist” into the Preamble,
making the description of India as: “Sovereign
Socialist Secular Democratic Republic.” The
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expense of other constituencies, further
diminishing the party’s overall appeal across
Punjab. The BJP, meanwhile, remains an
outsider in Punjab’s rural political landscape,
unable to overcome the damage caused by the
~ farm laws.These results come against the
backdrop of AAP appointing Aman Arora as its
state president, signalling a shift towards
consolidating urban and Hindu votes.
However, the ruling AAP, facing a midterm
reality check, must tread carefully. Issues like
drug abuse, economic instability and
agricultural distress remain critical and mere
electoral wins cannot substitute for policy
solutions. The bypoll outcomes offer lessons
not only in electoral strategy but also in the
pressing need for a governance model that addresses
systemic challenges and resonates with the state’s
aspirations.

necessity of adding the term “secular” has been

debated extensively, especially in the last couple of

decades. Was it really necessary when secularism
oozes from most articles?One section of the
population is fighting for its deletion from the

Preamble, especially because it was brought in by

their bete noire Indira Gandhi and that too during the

much despised emergency. They overlook
the fact that it would not alter the secular
character of the Constitution one bit. While
some think it is redundant, for others it is
reinforcement. Either way the debate is
superfluous.Secularism and pluralism are
considered parts of the basic structure of the

Indian Constitution, as affirmed by various

judgments of the Supreme Court. The basic

structure doctrine, established in the
landmark Kesavananda Bharati v State of

Kerala (1973) case, identifies certain

fundamental principles of the Constitution

that cannot be amended by Parliament, even
through its constitutional amending power

under Article 368.In the case of SR Bommai v

Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court

explicitly recognised secularism as a part of

the basic structure. The Court ruled that:

Secularism means that the state must
maintain neutrality in matters of religion and ensure
equal treatment of all religions. Any law or
amendment that undermines secularism would be
unconstitutional.

Like secularism, pluralism is also a part of the basic
structure. Pluralism refers to the coexistence of
diverse cultural, linguistic, religious, and social
groups in harmony. It is intrinsic to India’s identity as
amulticultural society.

i

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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NEWS BOX
India not playing cricket
in Pakistan is
unacceptable: PCB chief
Mohsin Naqvi

New Delhi. Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Mohsin Naqvi has hit out at India
once again ahead of the Champions Trophy
2025. Speaking at a press conference on
Thursday, November 28, Naqvi said that it
was not acceptable that India do not come to
play an ICC tournament in Pakistan, despite
the Pakistani side travelling to India for the
2023 ODI World Cup.Naqvi, who is
struggling to keep the Champions Trophy
entirely in Pakistan due to political
differences between the two countries, said
that he will do what is best for Pakistan
cricket. Naqvi said that he was in touch with
the ICC delegates on the matter and that the
PCB was clear that they wanted to host the
entire tournament in Pakistan.

"I promise we'll do what is best for Pakistan
cricket. I'm constantly in touch with the ICC
chairman and my team is talking to them
constantly. We're still clear in our stance that
it's not acceptable that we play cricket in
India, and they don't play cricket here.

Whatever will happen, will happen on the
basis of equality. We've told the ICC very
clearly, and what happens next we'll let you
know," Mohsin Naqvi said in the press
conference on November 28.Naqvi further
confirmed that they had not received any
written communication from the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) about
not travelling to Pakistan."Whatever we do,
we will make sure the best outcome for
Pakistan is achieved," Naqvi said. "But I
repeat, and [ am sure you know what I mean,
it's not possible that Pakistan play in India,
and they don't come here."The ICC is set to
hold its board meeting on Friday, 29
November, to discuss the Champions
Trophy and finalise the schedule for the
eight-team event, which is slated to take
place early next year, India Today has learnt.
The announcement of the fixtures for this
marquee ODI tournament has been delayed.

Pakistan holds the hosting rights for the
Champions Trophy, but India's decision not
to send its cricket team to play in Pakistan
has created an impasse. The PCB has been
adamant about not adopting a hybrid model,
which would involve hosting some matches
ataneutral venue.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
face backlash over launch of

X account in Hindi

New Delhi. Days after the Bengaluru-based
IPL team, Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB), launched a Hindi account on X, the
decision has sparked a heated debate among
fans and pro-Kannada activists. The social
media account, which was started in October
2024, has only five tweets in it. As of
November 28, the @RCBinHindi account
has nearly 2,500 followers.Several pro-
Kannada groups and fans have criticised the
move, accusing RCB management of
imposing Hindi on Kannada-speaking
followers. Many have taken to social media
to express their displeasure, with some even
initiating an online petition urging the
management to reconsider the decision.The
social media account currently has Al videos

of the recent players that RCB bought in the
IPL Auction. In one of the videos, England
batter Liam Livingstone can be seen greeting
the fans in Hindi.

HINDI SPEAKERS FACE
DISCRIMINATION

Recently, many Hindi speakers have faced
discrimination on the basis of language in
Bengaluru, the city that RCB is based out of.
Videos have gone viral of auto and cab
drivers demanding passengers to either
speak in Kannada or leave their state.

A Twitter user, by the name of Shaani Nani
spoke about her struggles in Bengaluru.

"I was working in Bangalore for 1.5 years.
Married in Punjab, I wore choora for the
entire 1 year as it is a part of my tradition. It
was clearly evident I was from North India
(sic)," she said.Explaining how she had a
very bad experience with locals, the woman
said, "What a harassment it was to commute
in auto from flat to office and back. The
audacity of local auto drivers to strike a
conversation on why I was in Bangalore
when I belonged to North, if I was learning
Kannada, asking if T like anything apart from
weather, asking for more money as I was
newly married and pretending not to
understand a word when I would talk in
Hin/Eng (sic).
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Rishabh Pant's ambitions are clear, he
wants to captain India: DC co-owner

Delhi Capitals co-owner Parth
Jindal said that Rishabh Pant is
very clear in his ambition.
Jindal said that Pant one day,
wants to captain the Indian
cricket team.

e R

New Delhi. Delhi Capitals co-owner
Parth Jindal has revealed that Rishabh
Pant has his eyes set on becoming the
captain of the Indian cricket team.
Speaking to ESPNcricinfo the after the
Indian Premier League auction, Jindal
said that he knows very clearly what
Pant wants to achieve in his life.

Rishabh Pant was bought by Lucknow
Super Giants in the IPL mega-auction.
The franchise shelled out arecord Rs 27
crore for the wicket-keeper batter. It is
expected that Pant will be captaining

the LSG side."We were quite clear that
we know his ambitions, we know
where he wants to go. He's made it
amply clear that his dream and desire is
to captain India and that starts with
captaining an IPL team," Parth Jindal
recalled a chat between Pant and the
DC team owners.Jindal also opened up
on the next captaincy candidates in the
Delhi side and said that Axar Patel and
KL Rahul are equally good candidates
for the job. Jindal spoke in details about
Axar, who is known to be a jolly fellow
in the dressing room. The DC co-owner
said that Axar knew the culture of the
Delhi team and was the best all-rounder
in T20 cricket at the moment.

"Axar has been with the franchise for a
long period of time. He has been a
tremendous player for the franchise. He
is probably the best all-rounder in the
game today in T20s. Obviously, the
successor to Jaddu (Ravindra Jadeja) is
Axar in all respects. So he's been
phenomenal for us and he's done a great
job as the vice-captain of the franchise.

Whenever Rishabh was not available,
whenever Rishabh was injured, Axar
did step in and play a big role. He's a
jovial fellow, he keeps the dressing
room very light. He's an uncomplicated
character and he's someone who, I
think, can do a great job. So we have to
take a decision, but I haven't even
spoken to Axar about it. I haven't
spoken to anybody about it, but he's
definitely someone we consider to read

Rohit Sharma all smiles as Indian
team lands in Ccmberrcu for 2nd Test wants love and respect:

New Delhi. The official social media handle of
the BCCI shared a special video of Team
India's travel day out. The Indian team, led
by captain Rohit Sharma, landed in Canberra
from Perth. The players looked in a very
relaxed and chilled out mood as they arrived
for the 2nd Test in Australia's capital. The
Indian team were donning their travelling kit
and looked stylish yet comfortable in their
airport look. India will face Australia in the
2nd Test match at the Adelaide Oval. The
much-anticipated Test match will start on
December 6 and will be played with Pink
ball.India boast of a decent record in the Pink
ball Test, although they have not played a lot
of it. India has played four matches and won
three of those. However, India's only loss in
pink ball Test came against Australia in
2020. India infamously bundled out to their
lowest total in Test cricket for just 36 runs as

Virat Kohli
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Australia won the 1st Test by 8 wickets.
Meanwhile, India hosted three Pink ball
Tests at home and won all of them against

will have a

The Indian team travelled from
Perth to Canberra for the 2nd Test
match, set to be played in

Adelaide. The Pink ball Test will
begin on December 6, Thursday.

Bangladesh, England and Sri Lanka.India

beat Australia in the 1st Test match to take

1-0 lead in the 5-match series of the Border

Gavaskar Trophy. India registered a 295-

run victory over Australia in the 1st Test at

Optus Stadium in Perth. They managed to
breach the Perth fortress to become the first-
ever visiting team to

big series:

Rahul Dravid warns Australia

Star India batter Virat Kohli will have
a big series in Australia, said Rahul
Dravid ahead of the 2nd Test match
at Adelaide. Dravid said that Kohli
has been batting really well overseas

and getting a hundred early against
Australia will free him up.

New Delhi. Senior India batter Virat Kohli
will have a big series in Australia, said
former India head coach Rahul Dravid.
Speaking on Star Sports, Dravid said that
Kohli had been batting well on difficult
pitches overseas and could end up
tormenting Australia in the ongoing Border
Gavaskar Trophy.

The Indian talisman hit a gritty century on the
first Test match against Perth in Australia.
Kohli was sensational in the second half of
that innings, after his initial struggles. Kohli
became the fourth Indian batter to hit 30
centuries in Test cricket after Sachin
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid and Sunil
Gavaskar.“He's been batting really well,
even in South Africa a few months ago when

> DREAMI

we were there, I thought he was batting
really well on a couple of difficult wickets.
It's just nice for him to be able to get that
hundred at the start of the series. I think he
could have a big series,” said Dravid on Star
Sports.During the Perth Test match, former
India cricketer Sunil Gavaskar had spoken
about the visible difference in Virat Kohli's
approach with the bat in Perth.

“His body was completely relaxed when he

came into bat in the second innings. In the

first innings, he came out to
bat when India had lost two
early wickets, he might have
been under pressure. In the
second innings, I think he
gave himself a little more
time to play the ball and,
apart from the wider stance,
I think he allowed himself to
play the bounce by being a
little bit more upright,”
Gavaskar told the
broadcasters at the end of
the Perth Test.Coming into
the Test series, Kohli had a
terrible outing against New
Zealand at home, scoring
just 93 runs across 3 Test
matches. The batter changed
his stance, worked on his
game and tried to dominate Australia from
the go in the first Test match at Perth. Kohli's
hundred, combined with terrific
performances from Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL
Rahul and Jasprit Bumrah, helped India
secure their first-ever win at the Optus
Stadium by a massive 295-run margin. In
fact, this was Australia's first Test match loss
at the Optus.India will next play a Pink Ball
Test match against Australia in Adelaide,
starting on 6 December.

the game very well. He's definitely
someone who keeps the dressing room
together, which are good characteristics
for a leader," Jindal concluded on
Delhi's captaincy.Delhi Capitals' co-
owner Parth Jindal bid an emotional
goodbye to Rishabh Pant with a
heartfelt note on social media. Jindal
hoped that he would reunite with
Rishabh in the future."To Rishabh Pant,
you are and will always remain my
younger brother - from the bottom of
my heart I love you and [ have tried
everything to make sure you are happy
and have treated you like my family. I
am very sad to see you go and [ am very
emotional about it. You will always be
in DC and I hope one day we can
reunite. Thank you for everything
Rishabh and remember that we will
always love you - go well champ, the
world is at your feet. Best wishes from
all of us at Delhi Capitals - other than
when you play DC I will be cheering
and hoping for the best for you!" Parth
Jindal wrote on Twitter.

KL Rahul hopes to win
IPL with DeIhl Capitals,

Parth Jindal

New Delhi. Delhi Capitals co-owner Parth

Jindal revealed that he spoke to KL Rahul
after the IPL auction. Rahul, who was bought
by DC for Rs 14 crore by DC is still hunting
for the elusive Indian Premier League title,
having played for multiple franchises.
Including DC, Rahul has played for 5 IPL
franchises.Speaking to ESPNcricinfo, Parth
Jindal said that he knew KL Rahul and his
wife Athiya Shetty personally and had been
friends with them for years. Jindal said that
Rahul told him that he wants to win the IPL
with DC and wants love and respect from the
management and the fans."He's very happy,
very excited to be part of Delhi. He knows me
for a long time. He's a Bangalore (Bengaluru)
boy. I own Bengaluru FC (in the Indian Super
League), so he's watched a few games with
me. I know his wife Athiya (Shetty) really
well. She's been a close family friend growing
up in Mumbai. So he (Rahul) was like, "I just
want to play cricket. I just want to get the love
and support from the franchise. I just want to
get the respect and I know Parth from you, I

will get that and just can't be more excited to
play for a friend and let's make Delhi win. I
have never won (IPL). Delhi has never won.
Let's do it together," Parth Jindal told
ESPNcricinfo.But who will captain Delhi in
the IPL 2025? Jindal remained coy on the
plans and said that there were two captaincy
candidates - KL Rahul and Axar Patel and the
final decision will be made after a meeting of
owners and team management.Earlier, Jindal
had said after the auction that both KL Rahul
and Axar Patel were going to lead the
side.““We were looking for stability in the top
order, someone with experience who can
build the innings. And, I think KL Rahul,
given his record in the IPL, he's someone
who's consistently given more than 400 runs
every season. I think with the Kotla wicket, it
is going to suit his game.

Who is Beau Webster: Uncapped Australian all-
rounder added to Adelude Test squad

AUS vs IND: Tasmanian all-
rounder Beau Webster has been
added to Australia's squad for
the 2nd Test vs India. He came
into the squad amid fitness
concerns for Mitchell Marsh.

Tasmanian all-rounder Beau
Webster has been added to Australia’s squad
for the second Test against India, set to begin
on December 6 in Adelaide. Webster’s
selection comes as cover for Mitchell Marsh,
who experienced soreness after Australia’s
295-run loss in the first Test in Perth. While
Marsh remains in contention to play as a
specialist batter, concerns over his bowling
fitness prompted Webster’s

inclusion.Webster’s rise to the national
squad is the result of consistent
performances in domestic cricket. Named
the Sheffield Shield Player of the Year last
summer, the 30-year-old achieved a rare
milestone by scoring over 900 runs and
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taking 30 wickets in a single
secason—matching a feat previously
accomplished only by Sir Garry Sobers. His
form has continued this summer, with 448
runs at an average of 56 and 16 wickets,
including key contributions for Australia A

against India A. In the recent Sheffield
Shield match against New South Wales,
Webster scored 61 and 49, and his late two-
wicket burst sealed Tasmania’s first win of
the season.

Who is Beau Webster

He also boasts of being a versatile cricketer.
Webster transitioned from an off-spinner to
a medium pacer four years ago. He now
combines his seam-bowling prowess with
occasional off-spin when conditions
demand it. Additionally, he is regarded as
one of the finest slip catchers in Australian
cricket, which further enhances his value to
the team.To get a few runs and wickets (for
Australia A) was pleasing against a strong
Indian side," Webster said ahead of the
announcement."Any time you're playing 'A’
cricket, it's the one step below Test level, so it
does hold you in good stead."To get the call
from 'Bails' (men's selection chair George
Bailey) at the end of the NSW game was a
really proud moment and .
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Attends Ex Aadar Jain's Pre-Wedding /
Ceremony? Here's The TRUTH

her ex-boyfriend Aadar Jain’s roka ceremony. The

actress was seen decked up to attend a wedding in
Mumbeai. In a video shared online, Tara looked stunning
in a golden saree, which she styled with a matching
blouse. She wore a heavy choker and a pair of statement
earings.The Student Of The Year 2 star completed her
look by tying her hair into a neat bun and topping it with
jasmine flowers. She was also seen wearing bangles and
carrying a golden purse. Her decked up appearance has
led to the confusion that she is attending Aadar’s pre-
wedding ceremony.

However, the truth is that she was attending a friend’s
wedding. The ceremony was also attended by Sanjana
Sanghi. Check out the video below:Amid Aadar’s pre-
wedding celebrations, Tara’s Instagram Stories have
caught everyone’s attention. The actress shared a post in
which she revealed she is going to start reading a book
that is titled, “Karma Is A B**ch." She shared a picture
of the book and wrote, “Just got my hands on Shome
Mak’s new book, Karma Is A B**ch. I cannot wait to
start reading. Everyone grab your copy now!"Tara was
previously dating Aadar Jain. The couple dated for a few
years before they parted ways in 2023. In an exclusive \,
chat with Newsl18 Showsha, Tara confirmed the . \u
relationship has indeed ended Tara and Aadar parted amicably
and have decided to remain friends. However, they haven’t been -
spotted together in recent times.

She is now rumoured to be dating Arunoday Singh. The actor has
been seen in films such as Main Tera Hero and Yeh Saali
Zindagi. Tara is yet to comment on the rumours.Meanwhile,
Aadar is getting married to Alekha Advani.

B ollywood actress Tara Sutaria stepped out amid

B

o

Rareena Kapoor

Decks Up For Cousin Aadar Jain's
Roka, Performs Sisterly Duties

ollywood actress Kareena Kapoor attended her cousin Aadar Jain’s roka ceremony on Saturday night. In
videos shared online, Kareena was seen wearing a gorgeous blue saree for the ceremony. She let her hair
down, reminding of her Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Ghum era. She completed her look with a choker and a little

Off Track

A\

potli style handbag.In the video shared online, Kareena was seen greeting the Jain family members and even ; d.

participating in the ceremony. She was handed a plate of the puja items needed for the ceremony. Kareena

attended the ceremony sans her husand, actor Saif Ali Khan and their sons, Taimur and Jeh.

Who Is Aadar Jain Marrying?

Aadar Jain is dating Alekha Advani. The couple got engaged in September this year. They took to their
social media accounts and shared the happy news. Aadar admitted Alekha was his first crush. “My first
crush, my best friend & now, my forever," he captioned the post.Kareena Kapoor, Karisma Kapoor,

Ananya Panday, Riddhima Kapoor Sahni,

Maheep Kapoor, Anshula Kapoor and

Shanaya Kapoor flooded the comments with

congratulatory messages. Kareena Kapoor

made areference to the iconic DDLJ songina
cheerful comment that read, “Yayyyyyyyy.

Mehendi laga ke rakhna, doli saja ke

rakhna." Karisma Kapoor also

congratulated the couple by adding

“Congratulations you both,"

accompanied by heart

and ring emojis.

Ananya Panday

praised the couple,

commenting,

“Congratulations.

S oo0oo0o0o00

beautiful."

Riddhima Kapoor
Sahni and Shanaya Kapoor, also cousins of Aadar, joined in with several heart
emojis in the comments section.

Aadar Jain was dating Tara Sutaria before he dated and got engaged to Alekha.
Aadar and Tara made a few joint appearance. Tara also attended a couple of
Kapoor family Christmas lunches and his brother, Armaan Jain’s wedding
celebrations as well. However, they parted ways in 2023.Aadar Jain, the son
of Rima Jain and the grandson of Bollywood legends Raj Kapoor and Krishna
Kapoor, made his Bollywood debut with the 2017 film Qaidi Band and was
last seen in the film Hello Charlie.
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AR Rahman Issues Legal Notice Against
‘Slanderers’; Abhishek Bachchan On
Being A ‘GirlRad’ To Aaradhya

R Rahman, who announced his

separation with wife Saira Banu, has

issued a notice to ‘slanderers’,
demanding removal of objectionable,
defamatory content, and concocted stories
about the couple that surfaced post the divorce
announcement. AR Rahman’s counsel stated
that failing to do so will result in legal action,
and that an appropriate defamation suit will be
filed against anyone who has contributed to
such false content. Post Rahman and Saira
Banu’s separation announcement, several
defamatory theories and rumours surfaced on
the Internet.In the latest episode of KBC,
Abhishek spoke with his father, Amitabh
Bachchan, about his role in I Want To Talk, a
film that explores the emotional journey of a
single father navigating a troubled
relationship with his daughter. The actor spoke
candidly about his relationship with his own
daughter, Aaradhya. “Aaradhya is my
daughter, and Shoojit da has two daughters.
We are all “girl dads,” and we truly understand
that emotion," he shared.

Swara Bhasker reacted to her husband Fahad
Ahmad losing in the Maharashtra Election s
2024. Fahad contested from Maharashtra’s
Anushakti Nagar as a candidate of Sharad
Pawar-led NCP faction. He was contesting
against Ajit Pawar’s NCP nominee Sana Malik.
After it was revealed that Fahad was trailing
by a large number, Swara took to X and
questioned the Election Commission about the
EVMs, blaming them for Fahad’s loss.

At a recent event, Barkha Dutt said that while
Sanjay is well-known in the business world, he
is now also known as “Shalini Passi’s
husband". When asked how he felt about this
tag, Sanjay said, “I feel proud about it. When
someone asks me, ‘Are you Shalini Passi’s
husband? I say yes." Sanjay’s response won
many hearts and fans even praised him for
supporting Shalini.After Vinta Nanda lashed
out at Imtiaz Ali over his comments on casting
couch in the film industry, the latter has issued
a clarification about the same. He wrote, “I
haven’t denied or disputed the tons of
harassment cases that Vinta ji and many other
friends have spoken about; in fact these
incidents are deeply disturbing and must be
dealt with severely and consistently.

Fabulous Lives' Shalini Passi's
Hushand Sanjay Passi On Her
Success ‘She Is A Queen...

halml Passi’s sensational debut in

Fabulous Lives vs Bollywood Wives has

catapulted her into newfound fame. As
fans remain intrigued by her personal life, her
husband, Sanjay Passi, has also stepped into
the spotlight. A renowned businessman and
chairman of Pasco Group, Sanjay is now
widely recognised as “Shalini Passi’s
husband," a title he wears with pride.At a
recent event moderated by journalist Barkha
Dutt, Sanjay Passi opened up about his wife’s
rise to stardom. When asked about her
becoming a “national pride," he expressed his
surprise and admiration. “I mean, it was a
surprise for me. I mean, overnight I could not
have imagined that what she’s done. It’s
amazing. I really feel very proud of her."

When Dutt remarked on Sanjay’s successful
entrepreneurial journey but his new identity
as “Shalini Passi’s husband," he responded
warmly, “I feel very proud about it. Yes, when
people say, are you Shalini Passi, I say
yes."The conversation also touched on how
this sudden stardom had impacted their
household. Shalini chimed in confidently, “I
was always a star at home. It’s the same. For
me, it’s the same. Like, ’'m the same person |
always was from school till now. I’ve always
lived in my own universe. Now everybody,
like people know me now, which is different.
And I hope I can keep delivering and I hope 1
can keep, you know, following my dreams and
make everybody happy while I’'m doing it."

Sanjay also offered a heartfelt glimpse into their
relationship when asked to share something
about Shalini not seen on the show. “She is a
queen. What can I say about a queen? I’m just
there to serve her," he said.

While Shalini has become an internet sensation,
Sanjay remains a respected figure in the
business world. Pasco Group, under his
leadership, is a leading name in Tata Motors-
certified dealerships in North India. The
couple, who shares a son named Robin Passi,
showcased their evident love and support for
each other in Fabulous Lives vs Bollywood
Wives.



