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'Bangladesh Govt Has
Absolute Obligation To
Protect Its Hindu Minority':
US Congressman

Can influential US lawmaker on Tuesday said the
interim Bangladeshi government has an absolute
obligation to protect the minority Hindu
community in the country after the fall of the
democratically-elected Sheikh Hasina-led
government earlier this year.Over the weekend,
Hindus from Bangladesh organised a rally at the
White house demanding release of Chinmaya Das
and protection for Hindus of
Bangladesh.Bangladesh’s interim government has
an absolute obligation to protect its Hindu
minority and meaningfully address the protests of
thousands of minority Hindus in outcry over the
recent wave of attacks and harassment,”
Congressman Brad Sherman said in a
statement.Bangladesh’s interim government has
an absolute obligation to protect its Hindu
minority and meaningfully address the protests of
thousands of minority Hindus in outcry over the
recent wave of attacks and harassment,”
Congressman Brad Sherman said in a
statement.Based on the feedback we are getting
from #Bangladesh, Hindu monk and civil rights
defender Chinmoy Krishna Brahmachari, who has
been incarcerated by the interim government,
faces a serious threat to his life, in custody,” he
said.

US Embassy In South Korea
Issues Emergency Alert To
Its Citizens After Lifting Of
Martial Law

World. Following the lifting of martial law in South
Korea, the United States Embassy in the country
issued an emergency alert to its citizens on
Wednesday, warning that the situation is "fluid"
and advising them to take safety precautions.

The embassy posted the emergency information on
its website a day after South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol declared martial law. It was, however,
lifted hours later after the National Assembly voted
to reject it. "Following President Yoon's
announcement to lift the martial law declaration,
the situation remains fluid," the embassy said.US
citizens should anticipate potential disruptions.
When in public, you should pay attention to your
surroundings and exercise routine safety
precautions," as per the posting.The embassy also
advised US citizens to avoid areas of
demonstration and to exercise caution near "large
crowds, gatherings, protests, or rallies." Peaceful
demonstrations can turn confrontational and
escalate into violence, it further stated. The
embassy also noted that it will cancel routine
consular appointments for US citizens and visa
applicants on Wednesday.

Gladiator for a night at the

South Korea lifts president's martial law
decree after lawmakers reject military rule

SEOUL. The president of South Korea early

Wednesday lifted the martial law he
imposed on the country hours earlier,
bending to political pressure after a tense
night in which troops surrounded
parliament and lawmakers voted to reject
military rule.President Yoon Suk Yeol, who
appeared likely to be impeached over his
actions, imposed martial law late Tuesday
out of frustration with the opposition,
vowing to eliminate "anti-state" forces as
he struggles against opponents who control
parliament and that he accuses of
sympathizing with communist North
Korea.Police and military personnel were
seen leaving the grounds of parliament
following the bipartisan vote to overrule
the president, and the declaration was
formally lifted around 4:30 a.m. during a
Cabinet meeting.Parliament acted swiftly
after martial law was imposed, with
National Assembly Speaker Woo Won Shik
declaring that the law was "invalid" and
that lawmakers would "protect democracy
with the people."In all, martial law was in
effect for about six hours.The president's
surprising move harkened back to an era of
authoritarian leaders that the country has
not seen since the 1980s, and it was

Hamas, Fatah near agreement on
who will oversee postwar Gaza

immediately denounced by the opposition
and the leader of Yoon's own conservative
party.Lee Jae-myung, leader of the liberal
Democratic Party, which holds the
majority in the 300-seat parliament, said
the party's lawmakers would remain in the
Assembly's main hall until Yoon formally
lifted his order.Woo applauded how troops
quickly left the Assembly after the vote.

"Even with our unfortunate memories of

military coups, our citizens have surely
observed the events of today and saw the
maturity of our military," Woo said.

While announcing his plan to lift martial law,

Yoon continued to criticize parliament's
attempts to impeach key government
officials and senior prosecutors. He said
lawmakers had engaged in "unscrupulous
acts of legislative and budgetary
manipulation that are paralyzing the
functions of the state."Jo Seung-lae, a
Democratic lawmaker, claimed that
security camera footage following Yoon's
declaration showed that troops moved in a
way that suggested they were trying to
arrest Lee, Woo and even Han Dong-hoon,
the leader of Yoon's People Power
Party.Officials from Yoon's office and the
Defense Ministry did not respond to

emergency states" that require the use
of military force to maintain peace and
order. It was questionable whether
South Korea is currently in such a
state.

measures" can be employed to restrict
freedom of press, freedom of assembly
and other rights, as well as the power of
courts. The constitution also states that
the president must oblige when the
National Assembly demands the
lifting of martial law with a majority
vote.ollowing Yoon's announcement
of martial law, South Korea's military

requests for comment early Wednesday.
Seemingly hundreds of protesters gathered in

front of the Assembly, waving banners and
calling for Yoon's impeachment.

Some protesters scuffled with troops ahead

of the lawmakers' vote, but there were no
immediate reports of injuries or major
property damage. At least one window was
broken as troops attempted to enter the
Assembly building. One woman tried
unsuccessfully to pull arifle away from one
of the soldiers, while shouting "Aren't you
embarrassed?"Under South Korea's
constitution, the president can declare
martial law during "wartime, war-like
situations or other comparable national

CAIRO. Palestinian officials say Fatah
and Hamas are closing in on an
agreement to appoint a committee of
politically independent technocrats to
administer the Gaza Strip after the war.
It would effectively end Hamas' rule

over some details and the individuals
who would serve on the committee. The
official said an agreement would be

announced after a meeting of all No Palestinians
Palestinian factions in Cairo, without
providing a timeline.Both officials

administered by local Palestinians
unaffiliated with the Palestinian
Authority or Hamas.

have publicly
volunteered for such a role, and Hamas
has threatened anyone who cooperates

proclaimed that parliament and other
political gatherings that could cause "social
confusion" would be suspended, South
Korea's Yonhap news agency said. The
military said anyone who violated the
decree could be arrested without a
warrant.In Washington, the White House
said the U.S. was "seriously concerned" by
the events in Seoul. A spokesperson for the
National Security Council said President
Joe Biden's administration was not notified
in advance of the martial law
announcement and was in contact with the
South Korean government.

US President-Elect Donald
Trump's Lawyers Urge
Judge To Toss His Hush

Money Conviction

World. President-elect Donald Trump's lawyers
formally asked a judge Monday to throw out his

and could help advance ceasefire
talks with Israel.The rival factions
have made several failed attempts to
reconcile since Hamas seized power
in Gaza in 2007. Israel has meanwhile
ruled out any postwar role in Gaza for
either Hamas or Fatah, which
dominates the Western-backed
Palestinian Authority. A Palestinian
Authority official on Tuesday
confirmed that a preliminary
agreement had been reached
following weeks of negotiations in
Cairo. The official said the committee

with the Israeli military.The United
States has called for a revitalized
Palestinian Authority to govern both
the West Bank and Gaza ahead of
eventual statehood. The Israeli
government, which is opposed to
Palestinian statehood, is reportedly
discussing a postwar plan with the
United Arab Emirates,
normalized relations with Israel in
2020 and backs a rival Fatah
faction.he Hamas official said the
emerging Palestinian agreement
would fulfill one of Israel's war goals

hush money criminal conviction, arguing
continuing the case would present unconstitutional
“disruptions to the institution of the Presidency.“In
a filing made public Tuesday, Trump's lawyers told
Manhattan Judge Juan M. Merchan that dismissal is
warranted because of the “overwhelming national
mandate granted to him by the American people on
November 5, 2024.”They also cited President Joe
Biden's recent pardon of his son, Hunter Biden, who
had been convicted of tax and gun charges.
“President Biden asserted that his son was
selectively, and unfairly, prosecuted,' and treated
differently,'"" Trump's legal team wrote. The
Manhattan district attorney, they claimed, had
engaged in the type of political theater "that

which

would have 12-15 members, most of

them from Gaza.lt would report to the
Palestinian Authority, which is
headquartered in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, and work with local and
international parties to facilitate
humanitarian assistance and
reconstruction.A Hamas official said
that Hamas and Fatah had agreed on the
general terms but were still negotiating

spok on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to
brief media on the talks. There was no
immediate comment from Israel.Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has vowed to continue the war until
Hamas is dismantled and scores of
hostages are returned. He says Israel
will maintain open-ended security
control over Gaza, with civilian affairs

by ending Hamas' rule in Gaza. It's
unclear if Israeli officials would see it
that way.The Palestinian Authority,
which administers parts of the
occupied West Bank, recognizes Israel
and cooperates with it on security
matters, a policy that is deeply
unpopular among Palestinians, many
of whom view it as a subcontractor of
the occupation.

as a

President Biden condemned.”Prosecutors will have
until Dec. 9 to respond. They have said they will
fight any efforts to dismiss the case but have
indicated a willingness to delay the sentencing until
after Trump's second term ends in 2029. In their
filing Monday, Trump's attorneys dismissed the idea
of'holding off sentencing until Trump is out of office
“ridiculous suggestion.”Following Trump's
election victory last month, Merchan halted

proceedings and indefinitely postponed his
sentencing, previously scheduled for late
November, to allow the defense and prosecution to
weigh in on the future of the case. He also delayed a
decision on Trump's prior bid to dismiss the case on
immunity grounds.Trump has been fighting for
months to reverse his conviction on 34 counts of

Colosseum Some Romans
are up in arms

Rome. It has probably been centuries since Romans

Trump's pick Chad Chronister withdraws from DEA
nomination, cites commitment to local duties

have been so feverish about happenings at the
Colosseum, and it is not because of the recent
release of the Ridley Scott "Gladiator" sequel. A
plan by the Colosseum and Airbnb to give a select
few people the chance to unleash their "inner
gladiator" at the most visited site in Italy has caused
an uproar among many Romans who say its
demeans a treasured cultural icon.

Over two nights in May, a total of up to 32 people will
learn the art of gladiator fighting at the ancient
arena, taught by Roman history buffs who specialise
in historical re-enactments. The project is a
partnership between the Colosseum Archaeological
Park and Airbnb, the accommodations booking
platform, which donated $1.5 million to spruce up a
permanent exhibit inside the arena. The aim, Airbnb
said, "was to support the Colosseum's ongoing
conservation work to find new ways to inspire and
educate visitors on the historical significance of this
bygone era."But some Romans and cultural leaders
have given the initiative an emphatic thumbs down.
(Footnote: While the emperor made such a gesture
to condemn a fighter in the original "Gladiator"
movie, scholars are uncertain about the direction
thumbs actually pointed in ancient arenas for such
purposes.) "We're against transforming the
Colosseum into a theme park," said Massimiliano
Smeriglio, a member of Rome's City Council.
"We're all in favour if a company decides to sponsor
a monument or a restoration," he said, "but it
shouldn't be necessary to get anything in exchange."

Federico Mollicone, a lawmaker with the Brothers of
Italy party of PM Giorgia Meloni, dismissed the
criticism as the views of a "radical chic" element in
Rome that treated the arena "as something sacred".
The Colosseum, he pointed out, had been built for
rough-and-tumble entertainment. The center-right
govt this year passed a law that supports the
promotion of historical reenactments.

Critics also raised questions about Airbnb's
involvement at a time when many European cities
are struggling to balance the needs of locals with a
booming postpandemic tourist industry facilitated
by accommodation platforms. This summer, the
backlash against mass tourism saw protests in many
cities, including Barcelona, Spain, and Athens,
Greece.While Romans are frequently incensed by
many issues in their city - everything from
uncollected garbage to potholes - they can be
particularly sensitive about the Colosseum. A
kerfuffle erupted last year after Elon Musk
challenged Mark Zuckerberg on social media to "a
cage match", and it was rumored that the Colosseum
could be the venue.

World. Sheriff Chad Chronister of
Hillsborough, US President-elect
Donald Trump's pick for the role of
Administrator of the US Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA),
has withdrawn his candidacy, citing his
ongoing commitment to local
initiatives."To have been nominated by
President-Elect @realDonaldTrump to
serve as Administrator of the Drug
Enforcement Administration is the
honour of a lifetime," Chronister wrote
in an X post on Wednesday.

"Over the past several days, as the gravity
of this very important responsibility set
in, I’ve concluded that I must
respectfully withdraw from
consideration. There is more work to be

added.Chronister expressed gratitude
for the nomination and vowed to
continue serving as sheriff. However,
the announcement has sparked mixed
reactions. District 1 Lake County
Commissioner Anthony Sabatini called
the withdrawal a "huge win for liberty,"
while Republican Congressman
Thomas Massie of Kentucky criticised
Chronister's past actions during the
COVID-19 pandemic."This sheriff
ordered the arrest of a pastor for
holding services during the COVID
panic. He was tapped by Trump to head
the DEA. Glad to see him withdraw
from consideration. Next time
politicians lose their ever-lovin minds,
he can redeem himself by following the

Browne, pastor of The River at Tampa
Bay Church, for holding in-person
services in violation of public health
orders. At the time, Chronister
defended the decision, "Announcing
the arrest of Dr. Ronald Howard-
Browne... who intentionally and
repeatedly disregarded state and local
public health orders, which put his
congregation and our community in
danger.," he said. The charges were
later droppedSome conservatives,
including commentator Liz Wheeler,
criticised Chronister’s nomination.
"Chad Chronister is a COVID tyrant
who arrested a Christian pastor...
Chronister abused his power; he’s unfit
to lead the DEA," Wheeler wrote on

falsifying business records to conceal a $130,000
payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels to suppress
her claim that they had sex a decade earlier. He says
they did not and denies any wrongdoing.Taking a
swipe at Bragg and New York City, as Trump often
did throughout the trial,
dismissal would also benefit the public by giving
him and “the numerous prosecutors assigned to this
case a renewed opportunity to put an end to
deteriorating conditions in the City and to protect its
residents from violent crime.”Clearing Trump, the
lawyers added, would also allow him to “to devote
all of his energy to protecting the Nation.” The
defense filing was signed by Trump lawyers Todd
Blanche and Emil Bove, who represented Trump
during the trial and have since been selected by the

the filing argues that

done for the citizens of Hillsborough
County and a lot of initiatives I am
committed to fulfilling," he

Constitution,"
X.Chronister faced backlash in 2020
for arresting Dr.

Massie wrote on

Ronald Howard-

X.Senator Markwayne Mullin of
Oklahoma defended Chronister, "What
disqualifies somebody.

president-elect to fill senior roles at the Justice
Department.A dismissal would erase Trump's
historic conviction, sparing him the cloud of a
criminal record and possible prison sentence.

Gazans walk miles for bread and flour amid war shortages

World Faced with major food shortages

after nearly 14 months of war, Palestinians
describe long days hunting for flour and
bread in the conflict-ravaged Gaza
Strip.Every morning crowds form outside
the few bakeries open in the Palestinian
territory, as people desperately try to get a
bag of bread at distribution points.Since the
outbreak of war in Gaza last year, charities
and international aid organisations have
repeatedly warned of crisis levels of hunger
for nearly two million people.A United
Nations-backed assessment last month
warned of famine looming in the northern
Gaza Strip amid a near-halt in food aid after
Israel launched an offensive in the
area.Essential goods like water, fresh
produce and medicines are also scarce.

Gazans across the territory have told AFP in

recent months how they wake up at the
crack of dawn just to ensure they can get
some flour or bread, with current
availability reaching an all-time low.

In the southern city of Khan Yunis, AFP

photographers saw dozens of people at a
distribution point, bodies pressed against
each other.Over each other's heads,
everyone tries to reach out as far as possible
to grab the round bread.

A small child, her face covered in tears,

squeezes a coin between her fingers as she
makes her way through the crowd of
adults.

Nothing in markets"l walked about eight

kilometres (five miles) to get bread,"

Hatem Kullab, a displaced Palestinian |

living in a neighbourhood of makeshift

tents, told AFP.It was in the middle of one

of these crowds that two women and a

child were trampled to death in a stampede

at a bakery in the central Gazan city of Deir

el-Balah Friday."To get a loaf of bread you

need a whole day of eight to 10 hours," said
the brother of one of the women killed,
describing his sister's ordeal as she tried to
get bread to feed 10 family members."The
suffering that my sister went through is
suffered by all the Palestinian people,"
Jameel Fayyad told AFP, criticising what he
described as poor management of the
bakeries.Fayyad's anger was largely
directed at Israel, but he also blamed the
World Food Programme (WFP) and
"traders who want to make money on the
backs of people".Palestinians from across
the Gaza Strip told AFP journalists that it is
extremely difficult to find the 50-kilogram
(110 pounds) bags of flour that would last

® @ @«

strikes.Bullet to the headHumanitarian
aid is trickling in but aid groups have
repeatedly slammed the many constraints
imposed on them by Israel, which the
country denies.In the latest blow, the UN
agency supporting Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA) announced Sunday it was
halting aid deliveries to Gaza via a key
crossing point with Isracl. UNRWA said
delivery had become impossible, partly
due to looting by gangs.

For Layla Hamad, who lives in a tent with
her husband and seven children in

southern Gaza's Al-Mawasi, UNRWA's

decision was "like a bullet to the head".She

=]
T
them several weeks before the war."There

is no flour, no food, no vegetables in the
markets," Nasser Al-Shawa, 56, said, who,

like most residents, was forced to leave his
home because of the bombings and lives
with his children and grandchildren in
central Gaza.Shawa, who now lives in a
friend's house in Deir el-Balah, says a 50-
kilogram bag costs between 500 and 700
shekels ($137 and $192).Before the war, it
cost around 100 shekels.Inside Gaza where
more than half of the buildings have been
destroyed, the production is at an almost
complete standstill. Flour mills,
warehouses storing flour and industrial
bakeries are unable to function because
they have been so heavily damaged by

said her family had regularly received "a
small quantity" of flour from
UNRWA Every day, I think we will not
survive, either because we will be killed by
Israeli bombing or by hunger," she said.
"There is no third option."The majority of
private companies that Israel had in the past
allowed to bring in food to Gaza say they
are no longer able to do so.The war in Gaza
broke out after Hamas's October 7, 2023,
attack on southern Israel, which resulted in
the deaths of 1,208 people, mostly
civilians, according to an AFP tally based
on official data.
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“Hindus, Minorities getting targeted in Bangladesh streets despite

Constitution, Government & Army presence”

RNS I Dhanbad: Hundreds
of protesters gathered at
Randhir Verma Chowk in
Dhanbad on Wednesday
to demonstrate against the
ongoing violence targeting
Hindus and other minor-
ity communities in Bang-
ladesh. The rally, organized
by various Hindu organiza-
tions, was a show of soli-
darity with the Hindu com-
munity in  Bangladesh,
where reports of increasing
attacks on religious mi-
norities have raised serious
concerns.

Despite Bangladesh having
a constitution, parliament,
and army, Jains, Buddhists,
Sikhs, and Hindus have re-
portedly been singled out
and subjected to violence
on the streets. Demonstra-
tors at the Dhanbad protest
carried saffron flags and
raised slogans denounc-
ing the brutalities taking
place across the border,

after

particularly recent
political turmoil in Bangla-
desh, including the ousting
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

There have been disturbing
reports of Hindu temples
being targeted and growing
insecurity among minor-
ity communities in Bang-
ladesh. The protests were
further fueled by the arrest
of Chinmoy Krishna Das,
spokesperson for the Sana-
tan Jagran Manch, who was
detained after organizing a

rally in Chittagong in Oc-
tober to highlight the vio-
lence against Hindus. Das
was charged with treason,
sparking further outrage
within the Hindu commu-
nity.

The Dhanbad protest saw
the participation of sev-
eral local political leaders,
including former BJP MP
PN. Singh, Dhanbad MLA
Raj Sinha, Jharia MLA Rag-
ini Singh, Baghmara MLA
Shatrughan Mahato, and
BJP leaders Amresh Singh

and Tara Devi. Protest-
ers marched from Randhir
Verma Chowk to the Dhan-
bad Collectorate, where
they submitted a memo-
randum to the Deputy
Commissioner, urging the
Indian government to take
swift action to address the
violence against Hindus in

Bangladesh.
The memorandum calls
for immediate interven-

tion from the Indian gov-
ernment, urging Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to press for stronger meas-
ures to protect minority
communities and hold the
Bangladeshi  government
accountable for the escalat-
ing violence.

The protest reflects grow-
ing anger and concern
among the Hindu commu-
nity in India over the safe-
ty of their fellow Hindus
across the border.

5G services spread across the country,
rolled out in 779 out of 783 districts

New Delhi: The Indian gov-
ernment announced that 5G
services have been successfully
rolled out in 779 out of 783 dis-
tricts across the country. In a
written response in the Lok
Sabha, Dr. Pemmasani Chan-
dra Sekhar, Minister of State
for Communications and Rural
Development, provided details
of the nationwide 5G rollout,
highlighting  significant pro-
gress in expanding the telecom
infrastructure.

Dr. Sekhar stated that more
than 4.6 lakh 5G Base Trans-
ceiver Stations (BT'S) have been
installed across India, ensuring
that both urban and rural areas,
including coastal regions, are
covered by the next-generation
network. The Minister em-
phasized that telecom service

providers have gone beyond
the minimum rollout require-
ments, significantly expanding
5G coverage throughout the
country.

The minister also pointed out
that the widespread availability
of both 4G and 5G networks
has led to a surge in the adop-
tion of various digital services.
He noted an increase in online
banking, e-commerce, online
education, and government
services, with more users em-
bracing these platforms due to
improved connectivity.

The governments push for 5G
infrastructure aims to boost In-
dig’s digital economy, improve
service delivery, and enhance
technological capabilities across
sectors, paving the way for fur-
ther innovation and growth.
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PARIKH— National Survey 2024
concluded successfully

Bokaro: The PARIKH National Survey 2024 has been suc-
cessfully completed in 89 government and non-government
schools across Bokaro district. The survey, aimed at improving
the Indian education policy and assessing the current state of
education, was conducted in collaboration with the Ministry
of Education, NCERT, CBSE, and the District Education Of-

To ensure smooth execution, 96 observers underwent com-
prehensive offline and online training sessions. Additionally,
131 field investigators were trained under the guidance of Dis-
trict Education Officer, Jagannath Lohara.

The survey involved Vice Principals and PGTs from various
schools, who conducted tests for students in classes I1I, VI, and
IX, covering a wide range of educational parameters. A total of
866 students from class ITI, 974 from class V1, and 1,132 from
class IX participated in the survey.

The survey was carried out under the supervision of District
Coordinator Suraj Sharma, Principal of Chinmaya Vidyalaya,
along with CBSE Parikh Survey Coordinator and District
Education Officer Jagannath Lohara, and Supervisor from
CBSE New Delhi, Sunil Dutt. The successful completion of the
survey marks a significant step toward enhancing educational

Shoolini University to Launch
New Age Degree Programs
Integrated With Job Focused Courses

Delhi/Himachal Pradesh: Shoolini University, a leading
research and innovation-driven institution will be launch-
ing new age degree programs integrated with job-focused
courses such as BBA, MBA and BCA. This initiative en-
hances Shoolini University’s commitment to equipping
students with the skills and knowledge necessary for suc-
cessful careers in today’s competitive job market. By inte-
grating academic learning with job-focused interventions,
Shoolini University aims to prepare job aspirants for roles
in both the government and private sectors.

As part of this initiative, Shoolini University will be
launching programs integrated with Adda247 test prepa-
ration and skill development offerings which are designed
to help job aspirants prepare for government and private
sector jobs respectively. Additionally, Shoolini University
plans to utilize Adda247’s vast digital footprint and eco-
system to promote these integrated offerings to job aspir-
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Hyundai Motor Group Partners with IITs to Establish Research
Hub for Battery Technology and Electrification

RNS 1 Kolkata: Hyundai
Motor Group announced
a major collaboration with
three Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) on Tues-
day to establish a research
framework focused on ad-
vancing battery technology
and electrification. The part-
nerships involve IIT Delhi,
IIT Bombay, and IIT Madras,
marking a significant step in
the Group’s strategy to foster
innovation in the electric ve-
hicle (EV) sector in India.

As part of the initiative,
Hyundai will fund the crea-
tion of the Hyundai Center of
Excellence (CoE) at IIT Del-
hi. The CoE will play a pivot-
al role in driving research and
development efforts tailored
to meet the unique needs of
the Indian market, particular-
ly in battery technology and
electrification.

At a ceremony held at IIT
Delhi, Hyundai representa-
tives and IIT officials, includ-
ing Prof. Rangan Banerjee,
Director of IIT Delhi, and
Deans Sachin C. Patwardhan
of IIT Bombay and Manu
Santhanam of IIT Madras,
formally signed an agreement
to establish the Hyundai Mo-

tor Group-IIT Hyundai CoE.
Naksup Sung, Head of Hyun-
dai Motor Group’s R&D
Planning & Coordination
Center, expressed enthusi-
asm about the collaboration,
saying, “We are thrilled to
collaborate with 1IITs, re-
nowned for their exceptional
education and research. The
Hyundai CoE will help build
a strong talent network in
India’s academic ecosystem,
fostering innovation and fu-
ture growth.”

The CoE will serve as a hub
for joint academic and indus-
trial research, focusing on
the development of cutting-
edge EV technologies. The
collaboration will involve
technical knowledge sharing,
talent exchange, and collabo-

rative workshops. Hyundai’s
battery and electrification
experts will also conduct spe-
cialized lectures and training
programs, including poten-
tial visits to Korea for deeper
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learning. Hyundai’s commit-
ment to India’s EV ecosys-
tem aligns with the Indian
government’s push to boost
EV adoption and reduce
carbon emissions. The ini-
tiative will also work closely
with the Centre for Automo-
tive Research and Tribology
(CART), India’s only EV-fo-
cused research institute based
at IIT Delhi.

Through this partnership,
Hyundai aims to nurture a
new generation of talent and
create long-term employment
opportunities in the country.
The CoE is seen as a critical
element of Hyundai’s strat-
egy to enhance its research
on advanced technologies
and to develop products that
are tailored specifically to the
Indian market.

This collaboration further
strengthens Hyundai Motor
Group’s growing presence
in India, following the recent
IPO of Hyundai Motor India
Limited (HMIL). The Group
views the CoE as a key com-
ponent of its commitment to
India’s growth and innova-
tion, reinforcing its long-term
objectives in the EV and
technology sectors.

Notorious criminal with Rs 50K reward arrested in Gaya

by Rahul Kumar

Gaya: A notorious criminal,
Ram Bhaju Yadav, wanted
for several serious crimes,
was arrested by the STF and
Gaya police on Wednesday
in Gayas Sherghati area.
Acting on a tip-off, the po-
lice apprehended Yadav, who
had been absconding for
years, at Kheda village in the
Dobhi police station area.

Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice Ashish Bharti confirmed
that a reward of 350,000 had
been announced for infor-

e
mation leading to Yadav’s
arrest. Yadav is accused of

multiple crimes, including
robbery and involvement in

arms-related offenses.

The arrest comes after a rob-
bery on November 22, when
six criminals attacked a per-

son traveling from Koderma
to  Aurangabad, snatch-
ing gold, cash, and other
valuables at gunpoint near
Amouna turn. Following
the incident, Bharti formed
a special team to track down
the culprits.

Upon receiving the tip, the
STF and local police raided
the area where Yadav was
hiding. When confronted by
police, Yadav attempted to
flee but was caught with the
help of armed forces. During
questioning, he confirmed
his identity.

India Leads in Oceanic Transport &
Maritime Security: President

New Delhi: President Drou-
padi Murmu today emphasized
Indias growing leadership in
oceanic transport and its ability
to harness monsoon-driven sea
capacity, underscoring the na-
tion's commitment to maritime
security and economic growth.
Speaking at the Navy Day cel-
ebration held at the Blue Flag
Beach in Puri, Odisha, the Presi-
dent outlined the pivotal role of
the Indian Navy in ensuring the
country’s maritime security, as
well as supporting Indias goal of
becoming a “Viksit Bharat” (De-
veloped India) by 2047.

Addressing a large audience,
President Murmu highlighted
that Indias future prosperity is
closely tied to its maritime her-
itage. “Our economy is full of
promises and hopes, defined by
our seas; she said. “The Indian
Navy will continue to safeguard
Indias economic growth, pro-
tect our interests in global mari-
time trade, and help our nation
expand its presence across the
world” She also pointed to In-
dias rich maritime history, long
coastline, and strategically locat-
edislands, all of which contribute
to its status as a major maritime

power.

Further, the President noted that
India has emerged as a leader in
oceanic transport, shipbuilding,
and leveraging monsoon-driven
sea capabilities. “We have made
significant strides in maritime
infrastructure and are now pio-
neers in harnessing the full po-
tential of the seas;” she stated.
The Navy Day celebrations at
Blue Flag Beach also marked
the anniversary of Operation
Trident, a key naval offensive
during the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
The event showcased the Indian
Navy’s strength and technologi-
cal prowess, with over 15 ships
and submarines, as well as more
than 40 aircraft, taking part in
the display. The event also in-
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cluded thrilling aerial maneuvers
by MiG-29K and Hawk fighter
jets, along with combat exercises
by the Marine Commandos
(MARCOS), submarine opera-
tions, amphibious landings, and
rocket firing demonstrations
from warships.

The Navy Day festivities were
aimed at showcasing the Indian
Navys advanced capabilities
and reaffirming its role in safe-
guarding the country’s maritime
borders, while also protecting
vital sea lanes for international
trade. The Presidents address
underscored the importance of
maritime power in the nation’s
economic and strategic growth
as India continues to assert its in-
fluence on the global stage.

IIT-ISM Director Prof. Sukumar Mishra

Honored as IEEE Fe

RNS I Dhanbad: Professor
Sukumar Mishra, Director of
the Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (Indian School of Mines)
Dhanbad, has been named a
Fellow of the Institute of Elec-
trical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE), effective January
1, 2025. This prestigious rec-
ognition is in honor of his out-
standing contributions to the
fields of microgrid control and
smart charging technologies.
The IEEE Fellow rank is one
of the highest distinctions in
the field of electrical and elec-
tronic engineering, awarded
to individuals who have made
significant advancements in
the profession. Less than 0.1%
of IEEE voting members are
selected each year, highlighting
the exceptional nature of Pro-
fessor Mishra’s achievements.
In recognition of this honor,
Professor Mishra will receive
the TEEE Fellow certificate
and a 10K Gold Fellow pin,
symbols of his elevation to the
highest level of IEEE member-
ship.

In addition to this recognition,
Professor Mishra was recently
honored with the Hingorani
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Award 2024 by the Bangalore
Chapter of the IEEE Power and
Energy Society. The award ac-
knowledges his significant con-
tributions to solar photovoltaic
systems, especially his work in
developing reliable microgrids
for residential areas.

Professor Mishras research
focuses on advanced control
techniques for grid-forming in-
verters, which are essential for
addressing the complex chal-
lenges of modern power grids.
His work helps to ensure the
smooth integration of renew-
able energy sources, such as
solar panels, wind turbines,
fuel cells, and hydroelectric
systems, into existing power
infrastructure. His findings,
published at the 2021 IEEE

llow
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Energy Conversion Congress
and Exposition (ECCE), have
been instrumental in improv-
ing the efficiency and reliability
of power grids.

Given the increasing global
demand for sustainable energy
solutions, Professor Mishras
research plays a critical role in
advancing distributed energy
systems that can integrate re-
newable energy sources into
national grids, ensuring a
greener and more resilient en-

ergy future.
IIT-ISM Dhanbad congratu-
lates  Professor ~ Sukumar

Mishra on this prestigious
honor and looks forward to
his continued groundbreaking
contributions to electrical and
electronic engineering.

Rahul, Priyanka Gandhi Stopped from
Visiting Sambhal Amid Violence Over
Mosque Survey

New Delhi: Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra were stopped by police at Ghaziabad on
Wednesday while attempting to visit Sambhal in Uttar
Pradesh, where five people were killed in violence linked
to a mosque survey. This marks the second time in a few
days that a Congress delegation has been prevented from
entering the area.

The Gandhi siblings tried to visit following an earlier at-
tempt by a Congress delegation led by Ajay Rai, which was
also blocked. Tensions have been rising in Sambhal after a
local court ordered a survey of the Jama Masjid, a Mughal-
era mosque, after a plea claimed a temple existed at the site
before it was demolished by Babur.

Violence erupted on Sunday during the second round of the
survey when a mob clashed with police, injuring 36 officers
and damaging vehicles. The Supreme Court intervened last
week, halting the survey and calling for peace and harmony.
Rahul Gandhi, an MP from Rae Bareli, protested the police
obstruction, asserting, “As leader of the opposition, it’s my
right to visit, but I am not being allowed.” He criticized the
government’s actions, saying, “This is the new India, where
constitutional rights are being ignored.”

Priyanka Gandhi questioned the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s handling of law and order, saying, “If such situations
cannot be managed here, how can the BJP boast of control-
ling law and order?”

Maha Kumbh Mela district becomes
76th district of UP

by Ajay Kumar

Lucknow: The Yogi government of Uttar Pradesh has de-
clared the Maha Kumbh Mela area as a separate district.
With this, the state now has 76 districts instead of 75. On
Sunday, a new district was carved out from the boundary of
Prayagraj district to form the Maha Kumbh Mela district.
Prayagraj District Magistrate Ravindra Kumar Mandal is-
sued a notification confirming the establishment of the new
district. According to the notification, the boundaries of the
new district have also been defined. The Maha Kumbh Mela
district will consist of four tehsils: Sadar, Soron, Phulpur,
and Karachhana, and will include a total of 67 villages. The
district magistrate of this district will also hear cases related
to these villages.

It is noteworthy that every year, the Magh Mela and every
six years the Ardh Kumbh are held in Prayagraj, but the
Maha Kumbh, which takes place every 12 years, creates a
unique spectacle. During this time, a new city is built within
Prayagraj city, which usually has a population larger than
that of the old city.

In the past, during the Maha Kumbh, this new city has been
declared a district, and separate appointments have been
made for a district magistrate, sub-district officers, and
tehsildars, with the SSP also being deployed. The forma-
tion of this new district has been done with the upcoming
Maha Kumbh in January 2025 in mind. This district will be
known as Uttar Pradesh’s 76th district and will be called the
Kumbh Mela district.

Archaeological Survey Department Seeks
Control of Sambhal Jama Masjid

by Ajay Kumar

Lucknow: After a local court in Sambhal district, Uttar
Pradesh, ordered a survey of the district’s Jama Mas-
jid, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has filed
its response in court following misbehavior with the
survey team and subsequent violent clashes. In its re-
sponse, ASI has sought control and management of the
Mughal-era mosque, stating that it is a protected herit-
age structure. The court had previously granted permis-
sion for the survey of the royal Jama Masjid.
Representing ASI, lawyer Vishnu Sharma stated that the
agency presented its objection in court on Friday, men-
tioning that the survey team faced resistance from the
mosque management committee and local people dur-
ing the survey. ASI also referred to an incident on Janu-
ary 19, 2018, when an FIR was filed against the mosque
management committee for installing steel railings on
the mosque’s stairs without permission.

Vishnu Sharma stated that ASI had notified the monu-
ment as protected in 1920, and since then, the mosque
has been under the agency’s jurisdiction. Therefore,
public access to the structure should be allowed, but
ASI rules must also be followed. ASI argues that the
control and management of the monument should re-
main with them, including any structural modifications.
The agency has also expressed concern over unauthor-
ized changes made by the management committee to the
mosque’s structure, and has called for restrictions on
such actions. ASI hopes that the court will consider the
matter in the coming days.

Viksit Bharat by 2047 & New
Kuwait by 2035

New Delhi: External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar
met his Kuwaiti counterpart Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya in
New Delhi on Tuesday to discuss enhancing bilateral
relations. Dr. Jaishankar highlighted India’s commit-
ment to strengthening ties with Kuwait in areas such
as trade, investment, energy, IT, and culture. The two
leaders also exchanged views on regional and global
issues, with Dr. Jaishankar expressing concern over
the situation in West Asia.

He noted the longstanding ties between India and Ku-
wait and emphasized that both countries’ visions—In-
dia’s Viksit Bharat by 2047 and Kuwait’s New Kuwait
by 2035—offer shared opportunities for growth. Dr.
Jaishankar also praised the Indian community in Ku-
wait for acting as a “living bridge” between the two
nations.
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SRINAGAR. Whether the Omar Abdullah-

Maharashtra CM on Dec 5; Shinde to he Dy (M

Fadnavis was finalised
as CM at BJP's core
committee meeting
before the legislature
party met. Mahayuti
leaders to meet
Governor CP

Radhakrishnan today to _

stake claim for
government formation.

MUMBAI. Devendra Fadnavis was

stake a claim to form government.

unanimously elected as the Maharashtra BIP Union minister Nirmala Sitharaman, former

legislature party leader at its meeting here on
Wednesday, paving the way for his
appointment as the chief minister.The
swearing-in ceremony will be held in Mumbai
on Thursday in the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other BJP leaders.
Fadnavis' name was finalised for the top post at
the BJP's core committee meet held here
ahead of the legislature party meeting, sources
said.Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader
Sudhir Mungantiwar said leaders of the
Mahayuti coalition will meet Governor CP
Radhakrishnan at 3.30 pm on Wednesday to

IPS Officer, Who Led CIB Probe Against

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani were
present at the BJP legislature party meeting
held at the Vidhan Bhawan in Mumbai. The
BJP had appointed Sitharaman and Rupani as
central observers for the meet.On Tuesday,
Fadnavis met caretaker Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde at his official
residence, 'Varsha', the first in-person meeting
since their discussions in Delhi last week for
government formation.Notably, TNIE had
earlier reported that Shinde had agreed to take
charge as deputy chief minister within the
BJP-led new Mahayuti government. While the

hour-long meeting between Shinde and
Fadnavis yesterday details remain unclear,
some political observers view it as an outreach
effort by the BJP to placate an ally which is
weighing its options, while others believe it
served as a preliminary discussion regarding
the swearing-in ceremony set for December 5.
The BJP achieved remarkable success in the
November 20 Maharashtra elections, securing
132 out of the 288 assembly seats in the state,

marking its best performance in the state so far.

Together with its allies -- the Shiv Sena led by
Eknath Shinde and Ajit Pawar's NCP, the BJP-
led Mahayuti coalition has a commanding
majority of 230 seats.

Chandrababu Naidu, Suspended

Amaravati.

The Andhra Pradesh

(TDP) President, N.

Till 2019, Sheikh’s birth anniversary was a

Chandrababu

led National Conference government will
restore the public holiday in Jammu and
Kashmir on December 5 remains uncertain.
The day marks the birth anniversary of
National Conference founder and former
J&K Prime Minister and Chief Minister,
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, also known
as Sher-e-Kashmir.After abrogation of
Article 370 and the bifurcation of erstwhile
J&K state into two Union Territories by the
centre on August 5, 2019, the public
holiday on Sheikh’s birthday was
cancelled from 2020 by the Lt Governor
administration.Sheikh Abdullah was born
on December 5, 1905, in Soura area of
Srinagar.

gazetted holiday in Jammu and Kashmir,
National Conference whether in power or
opposition used to hold functions at
Sheikh’s grave at Hazratbal to mark the day.
The grand old party used to hold power
shows on the day and the Abdullahs
(Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah)
used to spell out the party's agenda. Now
with NC back in power, the J&K’s grand
old party is making calls to restore the
holiday.National Conference general
secretary and MLA Ali Mohammad Sagar
today called on CM Omar Abdullah to
reinstate December 5 as a public
holiday.Urging the government to act
promptly, he said respecting Sheikh’s
legacy and courage is not just a matter of
historical justice but a recognition of the
unshakable bond he shares with the people

Stopped By

Will Omar government restore public holiday on

NC founder Sheikh Abdullah’s birth anniversary?

of Jammu and Kashmir.

"Sheikh was a bulwark against the tides of
despair, championing the cause of dignity,
democratic rights, and social justice for
the people. His sacrifices and tireless
efforts brought an end to despotic rule and
paved the way for a prosperous future,"
Sagar said.Not only Sagar, but many other
leaders in NC are in favour of restoring the

PR
holiday.With the pressure from party
building in favour of holiday, it remains to
be seen whether Omar's government
would restore the holiday which is only a
day away.

The NC enjoys a comfortable majority and it
won't be a difficult task for the Omar
government to restore the holiday on
Sheikh's birth anniversary,  political
observer said.After taking over reins of
the UT on October 16, the Omar
government has already taken one major
policy decision by restoring the
November-December exam session in
Valley instead of March-April.

Cops On Way To

Sambhal, Rahul Gandhi Says

There were

allegations that

the IPS officer

was involved in

The General Administration

irregularities

while serving as

Director General

of State Disaster

Response and

Fire Services.

government, on Tuesday, suspended
senior Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer and Additional Director
General of Police N Sanjay for
violation of conduct rules.

Department issued an order, placing
the former Chief of Crime
Investigation Department (CID)
under suspension under Rule 3 (1) of
All India Services (Discipline &
Appeal) Rules, 1969.There were
allegations that the 1993-batch IPS
officer was involved in certain
irregularities while serving as
Director General of State Disaster
Response and Fire Services.

leave the headquarters.During the
previous regime of the YSR Congress
Party, Sanjay as the CID Chief
supervised the probe into the cases
related to the Andhra Pradesh Skill
Development Corporation scam and
alignment of Amaravati Inner Ring
Road against the then Leader of the

P Naidu. These cases resulted in the
= arrest of Naidu who spent nearly two
W months in jail.After Chandrababu
Naidu assumed office as the Chief
Minister in June following the
electoral victory of the TDP-led NDA,
Sanjay was transferred and asked to
report to the office of the DGP.The
new government also ordered the
Vigilance and Enforcement (V&E)
Department to investigate the
allegations against the IPS officer. The
V&E Department reportedly found
that Sanjay misused his official
position to facilitate payment of ? 1
crore to Sautrika Technologies and
Infra Private Ltd. without any

officers refused permission

meet the victims. [ am being
stopped from discharging

The IPS officer has been directed not to

Opposition and Telugu Desam Party

PM Modi Lauds Rise In Tiger

Population, Addition Of 57th Reserve

New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday hailed the rise in the country's Tiger
population over the years and hoped the big
cats will continue to thrive as a result of the

government's conservation efforts.

"Wonderful news for environment lovers, in line
with our centuries old ethos of caring for
nature. Thanks to collective efforts, India's
Tiger population has been increasing over time
and I am sure this spirit will continue in the
times to come," said PM Modi in a message on
social media platform X.His comment came in
response to Environment and Forest Minister
Bhupender Yadav's post announcing the
creation of the country's 57th tiger reserve,
acknowledging PM Modi's emphasis on wildlife

protection.

Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Yadav headlined his post "Caring for
conservation!" and said, "We continue to make
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great strides in conserving our tigers. India has

added the 57th tiger reserve to its tally."

Commending the National Tiger Conservation
Authority's conservation efforts, Yadav said, "The
latest to join the list is Ratapani Tiger Reserve in
Madhya Pradesh. As a country of nature lovers and
worshippers, India offers the best habitat for the

"Khalistani Links...": Ex-Akall Dal MP, Others Slam

big cat. The feat is a result of the emphasis laid
by PM Shri @narendramodi ji on wildlife
protection alongside economic progress."The
Environment Minister attached a tiger's photo
along with a map highlighting the area of
Ratapani Tiger Reserve and said, "I commend
@ntca_india for its relentless efforts in tiger
conservation. I also congratulate the people of
Madhya Pradesh and wildlife lovers across the

country."

areas are compared.

progress in the assigned work.

According to the Ministry, the tiger population in
the country has increased to 3,682 (range 3167-
3925), as per the All India Tiger Estimation done
in 2022.In comparison, the 2018 estimation put

the tiger population at 2,967 (range 2603-3346)

and the 2014 estimation showed a population of

2,226 (range 1945-2491).A government statement

sa1d the tiger population is increasing at a rate of 6

per cent per annum when consistently sampled

my job and duty," he said.
The Congress leaders have
now decided to return to
Delhi. The massive traffic
jam at Delhi-UP border,
caused after cops stopped

Opposition leaders turn
back. Prohibitory orders

Zia Ur Rehman, Samajwadi

in connection with the viole

December 31. Earlier, a de
stopped from entering the

delegation.

the Congress delegation, is &
expected to clear once the

T

Duty To Meet Victims

New Delhi. Congress MPs Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
were stopped at Ghazipur border when they were on their way to
Sambhal in Uttar Pradesh, where violence erupted two weeks back
over the survey of a mosque. The Gandhi siblings and several
Congress workers were stopped by police officers, citing the
sensitive law and order situation in the western UP town.

The Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha has now requested the
police to allow a delegation of 4-5 persons to proceed to Sambhal and
meet those affected by the November 24 violence. The police officers
have said they would consult their seniors and get back. Later, the

to the Congress leaders to proceed to

Sambhal. A proposal for Mr Gandhi to go alone was also turned down.
"As Leader of the Opposition, it is my job and responsibility to go and

il
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are in place in the western Uttar Pradesh town after four people were
killed and several others injured in violent clashes with police during
a court-ordered survey of the Shahi Jama Masjid. The Mughal-era
mosque is at the centre of a legal battle after some petitions claimed it
was built on the site of a Hindu temple. Local Samajwadi Party MP

Party MLA Mahmood's son Sohail Igbal

and over 700 unidentified people have been charged in the FIR filed

nce.Police and administration have said

they would not allow outsiders to visit the area, citing the law and
order situation. The prohibitory orders have been extended to

legation of Samajwadi Party MPs was
district. District Magistrate Rajendra

Pensia earlier wrote to the police commissioners of Gautam Buddh
Nagar and Ghaziabad and the police superintendents of Amroha and
Bulandshahr and urged them to stop Mr Gandhi. Besides the Gandhi
siblings, five Congress MPs from Uttar Pradesh are part of the

Attack On Sukhbir Badal

New Delhi. The attack on Sukhbir |-
Singh Badal - a man shot at the t’ J .

The attack on Mr

Badal took place
as he was
serving penance
ordered by the
Akal Takht, the
Sikh religious
body, for
"mistakes” by
his party when
in power from
2007 to 2017.

ex-Punjab Deputy Chief |/

Minister this morning at
Amritsar's Golden Temple - has
been slammed across political
lines, with Mr Badal's Shiromani
Akali Dal, the Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party uniting to
condemn the attempted
assassination. SAD leader
Naresh Gujral led the charge,
suggesting "the attack by
extremists on Punjab's moderate
forces... has Khalistani
connections" and also claiming a
conspiracy by foreign actors,
including Canada, Pakistan, and
the United States in a statement
underlining the emotions at play all
around."Today's attack is an attack
by extremists on moderate forces in
Punjab... among Sikhs and
Punjabis. As per preliminary
reports, the attacker had Khalistani
connections. So-called Khalistanis

want to destabilise Punjab
somehow. There could also be a

AR
"Only then can there be peace in
Punjab."

conspiracy by Pakistan," he said."It Congress, BJPSlam AAP
is clear that foreign forces... sitting  Congress leaders Amarinder Singh

in Canada and America have a hand
in this. We want an inquiry by the
National Investigation Agency, and
people and forces involved should
be revealed and interrogated," Mr
Gujral told news agency ANI,

Raja Warring, the party's Punjab
unit chief, and Samajwadi Party
MP Ram Gopal Yadav have also
reacted. Mr Warring said the attack
was "very wrong" but seemed more
critical of the ruling Aam Aadmi

Party, holding it "100 per cent"
responsible."l think this is very
wrong. This should not have
happened. I consider the firing at
Sukhbir Singh Badal (because of)
100 per cent negligence of the

government. This shows the
condition of law-and-order in
Punjab. Whoever fired the bullets
should be given strictest
punishment," he said.Mr Warring
also demanded action against
senior police officials, particularly
the Assistant Commissioner.
"Immediate action should be taken
against him... how did this happen?
he asked, accusing the AAP of
"waiting for someone to be killed
and then say it was a 'lapse'."The
Congress, which is the main
opposition, also reacted through
the Leader of the Opposition,
Partap Singh Bajwa, who called the
attack "deeply unfortunate and
unequivocally
condemnable"."Such acts of
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violence have no place in our
society.

Such incidents undermine the very
fabric of our democratic values and
societal harmony. The incident is a
stark reminder of the need for
responsible discourse and
vigilance in Punjab," he said.From
the BJP's camp, National Secretary
Manjinder Singh Sirsa condemned
the attack and, like the Congress,
took the chance to also fling mud at
the AAP for failing to maintain law-
and-order.

An attack on Sukhbir Singh Badal in
the sacred premises of Sri
Harmandir Sahib is not just a
security lapse but a grave breach of
the sanctity of our religious
institutions. AAP government has
failed to ensure safety of citizens
and uphold dignity of holy places,"
he said in a video statement on
X.The SP's Mr Yadav said, "It is
extremely sad an attempt was made
tokill him."
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Courts letting ancient
sores erupt afresh

WHEN in a hole, stop digging further — thus goes
the familiar proverb. After the Ayodhya temple
judgments, Indian courts are now sought to be
engaged in a frenetic digging up of ancient
religious grievances of a similar nature.

The underlying primary assumption is that many
mosques were built upon temples that had been
demolished by invaders. The second assumption
is that notwithstanding the passage of centuries of
time, there is today a legal right to restore the old
temple by demolishing the existing mosque if
necessary. The third assumption is that any court
anywhere in India can grant executable decrees of
change of character of a place of worship of one
faith, to a worshipper of another faith.None of
these assumptions was upheld by the five-judge
Constitution Bench that passed the Ayodhya
verdict. The judgment refutes the claim that a
temple was brought down to build a mosque in
medieval India. It awards decrees to both
religions as having established their rights of
worship at the spot.However, using the Supreme
Court's special powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution, it imposed a majoritarian peace by
pushing away the mosque to an alternative site
and letting a temple be built on the original site.

Thus, all three assumptions listed above stood
legally negated by the judgment that ran into over
a thousand pages. Implicit in the judgment was
the acceptance that the resolution of the Ayodhya
dispute was to be treated as a one-off event and
not as a precedent for further claims.However,
the message that percolated down to the public
was that the Supreme Court had upheld the
building of a temple where a mosque once stood.
Public perception, therefore, was that all
mosques were, henceforth, fair game for
conversion.What the courts did soon thereafter
only added to the public perception. The Ayodhya
judgment had barely been delivered that cases
were filed for the conversion of mosques in
Mathura and Varanasi.The mosque committees
responded that the suits had to be dismissed
because the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act of 1991 prohibited the change of
character of any place of worship that existed as
on August 15, 1947. The Act of 1991 had been
upheld unanimously in the Ayodhya judgment.

Thus, in the fresh Gyanvapi dispute, when an order
of'the courts in Varanasi was carried to the SC, the
court had an opportunity to nip the trouble in the
bud. That was not to be. It was an ill-considered
remark by presiding judge DY Chandrachud —
that the courts could still inquire into what the
exact character of the place was on the first day of
Independence — that gave a fresh life to the suit
and let loose the dragon seeds of fresh hatred.

Running parallel to the Varanasi dispute was the
dispute regarding the Eidgah in Mathura. Both
suits were allowed by the SC to proceed and work
their way through the court system. Some interim
orders were also passed, depriving the Muslim
side of the use of some portion of the facilities and
allowing surveys to be done by the
Archaeological Survey of India and various court
commissioners.The upshot is that courts are now
instruments of an Ayodhyaesque kar seva.

It may well be that the judges of the Supreme Court
felt it to be safer for public passions to be
expended in the long process of the Indian
litigation. They possibly thought that the legal
process would help a nation resolve
uncomfortable questions from the past. What
they did not perceive was that disputes about
religious sites are not about religions but about
nationalism itself. Are we a nation of unity in
diversity or are we a unitarian
civilisation?Journalist and author Nilanjan
Mukhopadhyay, in his book on Ayodhya, The
Demolition and the Verdict, writes: "..."'inclusive'
or 'multiple sub-nationalisms' (region and
religion) were amalgamated into pan-Indian
nationalism by the Congress, especially with the

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has sounded the alarm. He has

Bhagwat is worried most probably because of the findings

advent of Gandhi.

TIAM often asked about my tenure as the Chairman of
the Punjab State Farmers’ & Farm Workers’
Commission (April 6,2017-September 20, 2021). On
the very first day, without even a hint of guidance on
what my work entailed, flummoxed but undeterred, |
sent a letter to the Department of Agriculture, asking
it to provide information on pesticide, seed and
fertiliser sample failures in the state.

The data — that would have taken a few hours to put
together in the private sector — took two years of
dogged perseverance and persuasive cajoling to get.
It took six months just to get an officer from the
department to assist the commission in its work.
Having never worked in the government, the chase
taught me a vital lesson: the real problem is not the
government, it is the bureaucracy. That was lesson
number one.o cut the long story short, the
commission found many instances of pesticide,
fertiliser and seed sample failures where no cases had
been filed for the past 10 years or had been time-
barred. Consequently, around 150 officers were
charge-sheeted. I was informed that the officers had
threatened to go on strike. However, the
commission’s aim was not to penalise anyone, which
it ensured, but thereafter, compliance become 100 per
cent.The same happened a little later when we
proposed that the government create a price
stabilisation fund for milk, food and vegetables by
imposing a 20 per cent fee on the charges received by
the arhtiyas for the procurement of grains for the FCIL.
The arhtiyas arrived, flexing their muscles. I told
them that if they were to agitate at my doorstep, it
would do good for the commission’s image.
However, they easily convinced the government to

Shaky Dhaka needs a helping hand

EVER since a popular revolt overthrew the government of Sheikh Hasina in Bangladesh, the country has been rocked by violence and
disorder. The minority Hindu community there has been targeted. New Delhi has expressed strong concerns about these incidents to...

EVER since a popular revolt overthrew the
government of Sheikh Hasina in Bangladesh, the
country has been rocked by violence and disorder.
The minority Hindu community there has been
targeted. New Delhi has expressed strong concerns
about these incidents to Dhaka, saying that the
primary responsibility for the safety and security of
“all citizens of Bangladesh, including minorities,
rests with the Government of Bangladesh”.

Developments in the country can be seen in two
ways. First, after the iron hand of Hasina’s
Awami League government has been lifted,
the country is reverting to a situation of semi-
anarchy, with the Islamists and Pakistan’s ISI
(Inter-Services Intelligence) holding sway
and the Hindu minority being persecuted. The
second approach would be to consider that
Bangladesh is going through a temporary
phase in which the country, which did not
have real democracy for the past decade, is
trying to find its feet under the aegis of an
interim government.

angladesh is perhaps the most consequential
neighbour of India in South Asia, being
‘India-locked” — of its 4,367-km land
boundary, just 271 km is with Myanmar and
the remaining 4,096 with India. It borders
Tripura, Mizoram, Assam, Meghalaya and
West Bengal and holds the key to the
economic development as well as security of
our northeastern region.

Given the nature of the Bangladesh border, it is
difficult to completely seal it; as a result, the
policies of various governments of the country have
had a vital bearing on our security. India’s relations
with Bangladesh have seen ups and downs.
Beginning with India’s role in helping Bangladesh
emerge as an independent nation, it has been a
rollercoaster ride for bilateral ties as dictators Ziaur
Rahman and HM Ershad encouraged the
Islamicisation of the country in a bid to maintain
their control. As in Pakistan, the Jamaat-e-Islami
(Jel) has played a significant role and grown in the
process, despite the fact that it fought against the
freedom movement of the country.But what
happens in Bangladesh is not just about India but the
wider region, including China, Myanmar and
South-East Asia. The creeping radicalisation of its
large Muslim population could have wider global
consequences. Besides the Jel, there are other

radical groups, like the Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami
and the Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh, as well
as elements of the al-Qaeda and the Islamic State. A
network of madarsa leaders, Hefazat-e-Islam, too,
wants Sharia rule in the country and is opposed to
the establishment of a secular polity there.The Jel’s
alliance with the Bangladesh National Party (BNP),
headed by Begum Khaleda Zia, has been a major

problem. As a result, her tenures as Prime Minister
in 1991-96 and 2001-06 have been marked by
problems arising out of the virtually free rein given
to the ISI and the sanctuary provided to an
assortment of insurgent groups active against India
in the North-East.

The India-Bangladesh relationship stabilised with the

establishment of Hasina’s government in 20009.
Most importantly, it helped check the use of
Bangladeshi territory by anti-India elements, be it
the ISI or various north-eastern insurgent groups.
This led to the reopening of land routes connecting
the two nations and signing of the Motor Vehicles
Agreement by BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India
and Nepal) to promote regional movement of
traffic.China has developed significant interest in
Bangladesh both as part of its larger policy of
containing India as well as exploiting the country’s

Population push

location at the head of the Bay of Bengal, next to the

Rakhine state of Myanmar, where it has important

investments and from where a pipeline carries oil

from the port of Kyaukpyu to Yunnan in China,

bypassing the Malacca Strait. Beijing has invested

large amounts of money in constructing bridges,

roads and power plants in Bangladesh and has also

emerged as the biggest military supplier to the
country.For many of the reasons
cited above, New Delhi needs to
handle things with care in
Bangladesh. It is true that the
situation is extremely volatile and
can go out of control, resulting in
negative consequences for India.
The situation is compounded by
the fact that the ISI is likely to be
working overtime to impose an
anti-India narrative on the popular
movement there.

India needs to draw lessons from its
successful handling of strained ties
with neighbours recently. By
providing financial succour to Sri
Lanka during its economic crisis, it
has bought considerable goodwill,
which is paying dividends with the
government of Anura Kumara
Dissanayake. Likewise, by calmly
dealing with President Muizzu of
Maldives, New Delhi has managed
to blunthis “India out” strategy.

Similar dividends are visible in

Nepal — the nominally anti-India Prime Minister

KP Sharma Oli, who is on an official visit to China,

had made it clear beforehand that his country would

not sign any new loan agreement with Beijing under
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Indeed, the

Nepalese want to sign a new agreement with China

that will narrow the scope of BRI in their country.

With Bangladesh, too, India needs to adopt a policy of

strategic patience. Bangladesh is a country in
transition. New Delhi needs to support the process
of restoring democracy there. There has been a
tendency to exaggerate the attacks on Hindus. After
an initial upsurge, such attacks have come down. We
also must understand that our one-sided support to
Hasina has resulted in suspicion about our motives
and there is need to provide a corrective to our
Bangladesh policy.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has sounded the alarm. He has expressed concern over a paradoxical situation: population growth in the world’s most populous

country is on the decline. Painting an apocalyptic picture, Bhagwat has warned that a society whose total...

expressed concern over a paradoxical situation:
population growth in the world’s most populous country
is on the decline. Painting an apocalyptic picture,
Bhagwat has warned that a society whose total fertility
rate (TFR) dips below 2.1 could disappear off the face of
the earth. He has a solution: Hum Do Hamare Teen —
every couple should have at least three children. Does the
RSS Sarsanghchalak want members of every community
in the country — majority as well as minority -- to
produce more kids? That seems unlikely, going by what
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at an election rally in
Banswara, Rajasthan, in April. In a thinly veiled attack on
a particular community, the PM had equated ‘infiltrators’
with “those who have more children”.

of a working paper released by the Economic Advisory
Council to the PM a few weeks after Modi’s controversial
speech. It says that the share of Hindus in India’s

population decreased by 7.82 per cent between 1950 and
2015, while that of Muslims increased by 43 per cent. The
worst-case scenario for the RSS chief is the majority

What holds back Punjab’s draft agricultural policy

IAM often asked about my tenure as the Chairman of the Punjab State Farmers’ & Farm Workers’ Commission (April 6, 2017-September 20,
2021). On the very first day, without even a hint of guidance on what my work entailed, flummoxed...

ignore my advice.nitially, different departments were
to brief me on their working and issues so as to
understand how the system worked. Instead, the
commission decided to visit all departments and meet
the officers and junior staff in their respective offices.
It proved to be an eye-opener. It led to the next
awakening: “inept governance” holds back
progress. Consequently, in the draft agricultural
policy, the first chapter is on ‘governance’. It
was the first-ever policy of any kind to identify
governance as a problem and a solution. It was
not palatable for many but, with time, my stand
was vindicated.The commission only has an
advisory role. Yet, I have regrets — not for the |
work I did, but about the decisions I did not |
make or was dissuaded from taking.It is hard to
quantify all the work in brief here, but some laws
that got enacted during my tenure were path-
breaking. [ was doubtful that the then state Chief
Minister, Capt Amarinder Singh, would agree to
banning truck unions, but his administrative
acumen being outstanding, truck unions were
banned. Though they kept operating in some places
like Bathinda. That was the third learning: never be
afraid to punch above your weight.On regulating the
electricity subsidy to the economically better
farmers, the CM was persuaded by his office not to
tread the politically contentious path, even though the
farmers’ unions had concurred with this suggestion.

I must acknowledge that farmers’ union leaders were
supportive of the commission’s efforts in policy
formation. Making the draft of Punjab state farmers’
policy taught us the fourth valuable lesson: a
transparent consultation process is a fundamental

requirement for achieving positive policy outcomes.
Additionally, we ensured that Punjab banned the sale
of'herbicide glyphosate, the only state to do so.

There were other remarkable wins. In 2002, the
government had allocated over 300 acres of land in
Ladhowal near Ludhiana to a business group for a

measly Rs 2,000 per acre for supporting agriculture.
On finding out that the land was not being used for the
purpose, the commission submitted a report on the
issue, based on which the group returned the land
without litigation to the state. That was the fifth
takeaway: success is only possible if one works as a
team as the commission did; not as individuals.

My own experiences derived from my farm at Abohar
helped me in my work at the commission. Agriculture
college students train at our farm as a part of their
degree course. Their practical knowledge is left
wanting in many aspects. After joining the

community being reduced to a minority. Ironically,
Health Minister JP Nadda, while addressing a meeting
on World Population Day (July 11), stated that
‘smaller families’ could help India achieve the goal of
Viksit Bharat.It’s true that India’s fertility rate has
fallen significantly, in part due to a laudable rise in the
contraceptive prevalence rate. A low TFR has
prompted Andhra Pradesh to do away with its two-
child policy, while Telangana is keen to follow suit.
However, various states would be well advised to take
stock of the resources available while reversing time-
tested family planning measures. Can they handle the
additional demographic burden in terms of healthcare,
education, job generation and poverty alleviation? It’s
tempting for political and religious leaders to play the
numbers game and stoke communal fires, but they
should not overlook the implications of such actions
for India’s long-term social and economic stability.

commission, I was shocked to learn that unlike
medical colleges that are regulated by the Union
Government, agriculture colleges were not regulated.
Agriculture is a state subject and the state did not have
any such law. On the commission’s suggestion, the
state government enacted the Punjab State Council
for Higher Education Act 2017.0ut of the 112
colleges in the state, the Punjab State Council for
Higher Education (PSCAE) asked students to
avoid taking admission in colleges offering BSc
(agricultural) which were not fulfilling
conditions under the Act. It also released a list of
the institutes that complied with the minimum
standards prescribed. The list had only 15
names.The farm experience had also taught me
about the difficulty of viably operating a
greenhouse. We decided to list each greenhouse
subsidised by government agencies. To its
shock, the commission documented that over 90
per cent greenhouses had stopped operating
within three to four years. There were many other
such instances. The commission had a similar
experience on the suo motu inquiry report on canal
water pollution in the Beas river from the Chadha
distillery spill. The sixth learning was that the system
tends to turn a blind eye to failures and evidence-
based research should influence the policy and
action. We, thus, recommended that actual
beneficiaries be allowed to assess the programme
outcomes. When the commission reached out to
district headquarters to follow up on the
rehabilitation of families affected by farmers’
suicide, it found that, like other laws, it was not even
on their agenda.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Ben Stokes lashes out at [CC after
England's WTC points docked

New Delhi. England captain Ben Stokes
lashed out at the ICC after the team faced
deductions in the World Test Championship
points. The sanctions were put against New
Zealand and England during the 1st Test of
the series in Christchurch. Stokes took to his
Instagram and shared a post over the same
and captioned, "Good on you ICC. Finished
the game with 10 hours of play still left."
Stokes was unhappy with the deduction in
points and highlighted that the match ended
well within time.

Both New Zealand and England were fined
15% of their match fee and three points were
docked in the World Test Championship
standing. These penalities come in at a very
critical juncture of the WTC 23-25 cycle as
the teams are fighting it out to finish in top
two.

England's commanding eight-wicket win at
Hagley Oval may have been a showcase of
dominance, but it does little to alter their fate
in the World Test Championship (WTC), as
they are already out of contention for the
final. However, the victory dealt a

significant blow to New Zealand's
campaign.Ben Stokes' Insta storyA points
deduction has pushed the inaugural WTC
champions down from joint fourth to fifth
place in the standings, leaving them with a
reduced points percentage of 47.92%. Even
if New Zealand secures wins in both of their
remaining Tests against England, their
maximum possible points percentage rises
to just 55.36%.This leaves the Black Caps in
a precarious position, needing more than just
back-to-back victories. They must rely on
favorable outcomes in other matches to keep
their slim hopes of reaching the final alive,
making their path to qualification a daunting
one.The penalties arose as both sides were
found to be three overs short of the target
after accounting for time allowances. Under
competition rules, teams are penalized one
championship point for each over they fall
short.Captains Tom Latham (New Zealand)
and Ben Stokes (England) admitted to the
offense and accepted the sanctions, negating
the need for a formal hearing. The charges
were brought by on-field umpires Ahsan
Raza and Rod Tucker, with support from
third umpire Adrian Holdstock and fourth
official Kim Cotton.

6mm grass, rain on Day 1:
Adelaide pitch curator talks

conditions for 2nd Test

Adelaide. Adelaide Oval's pitch curator
Damian Hough has confirmed that the
wicket will have an even covering of grass -
6mm to be exact in the 2nd Test match of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. Speaking to the
press on Wednesday, 4 December, Hough
said that the conditions will help the seamers.

Asked if the conditions will be
overwhelmingly favourable for fast bowlers
in Adelaide, Hough said that him and his
team were trying to make a balanced wicket
where Dbatters, pacers and spinners can
impact the Test match. However, the curator
added that under certain parameters such as
under the lights or overcast conditions, the
seamers will get a lot of help from the
wicket. Thundershowers are expected on

s

Day 1 of the Adelaide Test match, with 88 per
cent chances of rain predicted on December
6. Hough said that in those days, the ball will
swing and seam but it will not be because of
the pitch, but due to the conditions on the
venue."History suggests that it is hard to bat
under lights in Adelaide. The pitch will have
6mm of grass. We are trying to produce a
pitch that would be a good contest. The pitch
did not play a part in the Test match finishing
in 3 days last time India were here. I thought
that it was really good bowling from
Australia. As long as there is something in it
for all aspects of the game, I am happy, I just
want a good contest," Adelaide Oval curator
Damian Hough told the press on Wednesday,
4 December."The ball hooping around has
got nothing to do with the pitch. Under right
conditions, right weather, the ball will
move," he further added.The last time India
played in Adelaide, they were bowled out for
36 - their lowest ever Test total in Test
cricket. The team go into the Test match this
time around with more confidence. India
won the first Test match of the series by 295
runs - their biggest win in Australia by the
margin of runs.

The team will try to replicate their success
from Perth as they hunt for a spot in the final
ofthe World Test Championship.
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Probable top-eight sweat it out

ahead of

«While nothing is certain
as of now, it could well
he the top eight of
India’s XI for the second
Test against Australia
that hegins Friday.

New Delhi. With thousands of fans getting a
close-in view, India captain Rohit Sharma
had two extensive net sessions ahead of the
pink-ball Test in Adelaide on Tuesday.

Sharma, who missed the first Test, having
hinted at batting in the middle-order to
allow Yashasvi Jaiswal and KL Rahul
remain at the top, did show a lot of resolve
while facing the Pink Kookaburra. During
the session, Indian team had four nets at the
practice arena.

In one such net, Jasiwal and Rahul took turns

to bat while Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli
were in the second net. It was the third net
where Rohit was clubbed with the inimitable
Rishabh Pant while the final net was
occupied by Nitish Kumar Reddy and
Washington Sundar. While nothing is certain

as of now, it could well be the top eight of

day-night challenge

getting a close-in view of their heroes
in the nets. Just next to the enclosed
nets was a viewing area where fans,
thousands of them stood in line, to get
a glimpse of their sporting stars. As it
did in 2018-19, a clipping of Virat
Kohli batting with the sound of his bat
did the rounds on social
media.Meanwhile, Rohit faced a lot
of side-arm throwdowns from Nuwan
Seneviratne along with usual stuff
from the right-arm specialist Raghu
Raghavendra and Dayanand Garani.
The skipper made a conscious effort
to leave deliveries on length but
whenever anything short was dug in,
he would pull effortlessly.

Bengal fast bowling duo of Akash Deep
and Mukesh Kumar (reserve pacer)
looked impressive during the session.
While Mukesh got his deliveries to
move in the air creating some sort of a
challenge for Virat Kohli, Akash did
ask probing questions to Gill, who
looked comfortable.

India’s XI for the second Test against While there are a few questions left to be

Australia that begins Friday.

Even as India trained for more than four hours

in their attempt to get ready for the day-night
challenge, the highlight of the day was fans

Umesh Yadav reacts to Jayden Seales breaking
his record of most economlcul spellA

New Delhi India's veteran speedster Umesh
Yadav reacted to West Indies fast
bowlerJayden Seales, breaking his record of
the most economical spell in Test history.
Umesh congratulated Seales for his
achievement and was elated to witness Test
cricket thrive. The West Indies pacer
delivered an extraordinary bowling
performance in the 2nd Test vs Bangladesh
at Kingstown. He bowled the most
economical spell in the history of Test
cricket by a speedster. Seales bowled 15.5
overs, including 10 maidens, conceding just
five runs while claiming four crucial
wickets. He economy rate was 0.30, which is
the second best in Test history."Congrats to
Jayden Seales on an amazing performance-4
wickets with an economy of 0.31! You've
broken my record, and I couldn't be happier
to see Test cricket thriving with such talent.
The purest form of the game tests skill,
patience, and character, and you've shown it
all," Umesh tweeted. Earlier, the record was

held by the Indian pacer whose economy rate
clocked 0.42 vs South Africa in 2015 Test
match. Until Seales' spell, Umesh Yadav's
0.42 (21-16-9-3) was the best - both among
pacers and among any bowler since that
Nadkarni spell. Apart from Umesh, the only
other 21st-century entry in the top ten is
Nathan Lyon's 0.45, set across his 22-17-10-
0.Umesh Yadav's tweetSeales scripted his
name into the record books by delivering the

most economical spell since 1977.
Operating at an incredible economy
rate of 0.31, the right-arm pacer
did not concede a single
boundary.Only six bowlers in Test
history (with at least 60 deliveries
bowled) have managed a better
economy rate than Seales. His
wickets included key dismissals of
Litton Das, Mehidy Hasan Miraz,
Taskin Ahmed, and Nahid Rana.
Bangladesh script history
Seales economical spell helped West
Indies bundle Bangladesh out for
164 runs in 1stinnings. However, this did not
prove to be enough.Bangladesh secured a
historic victory in the Caribbean, defeating
the West Indies by 101 runs at Sabina Park to
draw the Test series. This marked their first
Test win in the West Indies in 15 years. Set a
challenging target of 287, the West Indies
fell short, all out for 185 in less than two
sessions.

We don't talk anymore: Harbhajan Singh's
shocking remurk on equation with Dhoni

New Delhl Former India
spinner Harbhajan Singh said
him and MS Dhoni do not talk
to each other. Speaking to
News18, Harbhajan has
revealed that while he does not
have a problem with MS
Dhoni, him and the former
India captain are not friends |
anymore.

Harbhajan and MS Dhoni were
integral parts of the Indian
team that won the 2007 T20
World Cup and the 2011 ODI
World Cup. While Dhoni
captain the team in bot editions
and was the team's brains, Harbhajan shined
with 7 and 9 wickets in respective
tournaments.The spinner revealed that he
and MS Dhoni did not speak outside the
field during their years at the Chennai Super
Kings as well. Harbhajan played for the
Chennai-based franchise between 2018-
2020. He further added that he only rings
those people who pick up his calls."No, I
don't speak to Dhoni. When I was playing at
CSK, that's when we spoke, but otherwise,

we haven't spoken. It's been 10 years and
more. I have no reason; perhaps he does. I
don't know what the reasons are. When we
were playing in the IPL at CSK, that's when
we used to talk, and that, too, was restricted The last time Harbhajan and Dhoni

to the ground. After that, he did not come to
my room, nor did I go to his," Harbhajan
Singh told News18."I don't have anything
against him. If he has something to say, he
can tell me. But if he did, he would have told
me by now. I never tried to call him because [
have a lot of passion. I only ring up those

Former India spinner Harbhajan Singh
has said that he does not talk to MS
Dhoni. In a shocking claim, Harbhajan

has said that friendship is a two-way

street, and he only rings up people who
pick up his calls.

who pick up my calls. I don't have the time
otherwise. I stay in touch with the ones [ am
friends with. A relationship is always about
give and take. If I respect you, I hope you
will respect me back. Or you respond to me.
ButifT call you once or twice but don't get a
response, I will probably only meet you as
much as I amneeded to," the spinner added.

represented India together was in 2015 —
an ODI against South Africa. After the 2015
World Cup, Harbhajan and Yuvraj Singh
were sidelined from Indian team. While
Harbhajan did not play after 2015, he
announced his retirement from all forms of
cricketin2021.

answered on India’s combination for the
second game, some of them might get clear
when a member of the team/support staff
address the media on Wednesday.

Adelaide Test: KL Rahul has

press in splits with reply to
batting order question

Adelaide. India batter KL Rahul had the press

room in splits when he was asked about his
batting position in the Adelaide Test match.
Rahul told the press that he was told what
position he would bat in, but was also told not
to share it with anyone.

Speaking at the press conference on

Wednesday, 4 December, Rahul spoke in
details about his batting, and how
comfortable he is batting in different
positions in the line-up. Rahul said that he just
wanted to be a part of the playing XI of the
Indian Test team and did not mind batting in
any position.Rahul's comments come in the
background of India potentially making big
changes in their batting line-up for the pink
ball Test in Adelaide. India are expected to
have Rohit Sharma and Shubman Gill back in
the side for the 2nd Test match of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. In case both batters return,
KL Rahul might have to drop down to No.5

and displace Dhruv Jurel from the playing
XILKL Rahul has batted in a total of 5
positions for India in Test cricket. Apart from
the 2 opening slots, Rahul has batted at No.3,
No.4, and No.6 as well."I just want to be in
the playing XI, go out there and bat and play
for the team. I just go there and try and see
what I need to do to get runs in a particular
situation. Luckily I have batted in different
positions. Early on, when I was asked to bat at
different positions, it was a bit of a challenge
mentally. How to play those first 20-25 balls?
how early can I attack? Those things were a
problem earlier, but it has gotten easy with the
experience of playing in different formats,"
KL Rahl said.The right-hander batted
brilliantly in the second innings of the Perth
Test match alongside Yashasvi Jaiswal, where
they notched up a partnership of 200+ runs,
the first by any Indian opening pair.Rahul said
that he was told by the Indian team
management that he might open in the Perth
Test match quite early.

WI vs BAN: Taijul stars as Bangladesh draw
series W|’rh 101-run win in 2nd Test

«Bangladesh secured a historic
victory in the Caribbean,
defeating the West Indies by 101
runs at Sabina Park to draw the
Test series. This marked their
first Test win in the West Indies

in 15 years.

New Delhl. Bangladesh secured a historic
victory in the Caribbean, defeating the West
Indies by 101 runs at Sabina Park to draw the

Test series. This marked their first Test win in

the West Indies in 15 years. Set a challenging

target of 287, the West Indies fell short, all out

for 185 in less than two sessions.Bangladesh
had lost their previous seven Tests in the
Caribbean, including the first match of this
series in Antigua, but their performance in

Taijul Islam was the star performer for

this match brought them level in the short [

series.

Bangladesh, taking 5-50 in the West Indies'
second innings. It was his best overseas
bowling performance in 2 1/2 years and his
best figures in the West Indies since his Test
debut in 2014. With the pitch offering grip
and occasional low bounce, Taijul's spin
caused the West Indies' collapse, with the
last six wickets falling for just 42
runs.Taijul Islam was the star performer for
Bangladesh, taking 5-50 in the West Indies'
second innings. It was his best overseas
bowling performance in 2 1/2 years and his
best figures in the West Indies since his Test
debut in 2014. With the pitch offering grip
and occasional low bounce, Taijul's spin
caused the West Indies' collapse, with the last
six wickets falling for just 42 runs.In
Bangladesh's second innings, Jaker Ali
played a crucial role, scoring a career-best

a- i

i .

B |

91. His innings included five sixes and eight
boundaries, and he was the last man out just
before lunch, giving West Indies a
challenging target. Jaker's aggressive batting
ensured Bangladesh's total was competitive,
despite a lower-order collapse.

West Indies' Struggle in the Chase

West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite led a
positive start to the chase but could not form
a lasting partnership. He was dismissed for
43, and the team struggled to build

momentum. Mikyle Louis and Keacy
Carty fell to Taijul and Taskin Ahmed,
and Brathwaite's departure further
hindered the chase. Kavem Hodge,
who scored a half-century, tried to keep
the West Indies in the game, but once he
fell for 55, the rest of the team quickly
followed.Taskin Ahmed, Hasan
Mahmud, and Nahid Rana joined Taijul
in dismantling the West Indies' lower
order. Taijul's brilliant spell earned him
his 15th career five-wicket haul,
trapping Joshua Da Silva to seal the victory
for Bangladesh.The West Indies' chase began
with promise, but they failed to maintain
consistency. Brathwaite's 43 and Hodge's 55
were the highlights, but they were unable to
sustain the required partnerships.
Bangladesh's bowlers, particularly Taijul,
exploited the conditions expertly, and the
West Indies were bowled out for 185, falling
101 runs short.
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Shares How Moving To Her
Own Space Changed Her Life £

nanya Panday stepped into a new chapter of her life last
year by purchasing her own apartment in Mumbai. On the

occasion of Dhanteras, the actress even held a griha-
pravesh (house-warming) puja, giving fans a glimpse into her "
new purchase on Instagram. Living independently has f
allowed the actress to take charge of her life in a meaningful 4
way. In arecent conversation with her father, Chunky Panday,
Ananya shared how this decision brought a wave of 1
positivity into her life. She also candidly revealed that while #
her parents’ concerns came from a place of love, they
sometimes added to her struggles.Talking to her dad
Chunky Panday on his YouTube channel We Are
Yuvaa, Ananya Panday said, “When I used
to stay with y’all, I feel like when I used
to get sad, you used to feed into my .«
sadness." What added to the gravity
of Ananya’s sadness was her mom _|- |

|
. 8
Bhavana Pandey’s incessant

questions like “What happened?

Are you okay?" Recalling the

time when she shifted to her | [y y@
-

new home, the actress noted,
“I was acting also a little bit !
while crying athome."
Ananya Panday wanted to get
her own personal space after i -
making a name for herself in g
Bollywood. During the same ‘ ;
conversation, she mentioned *y
that ever since shifting to her %
new place, her emotional
balance has improved, allowing
her to discover what inner peace
and true happiness look like. The
actress also mentioned that she enjoys
spending time with herself, and nothing
impacts her the way it used to before.Earlier in
2023, Ananya Panday shared a few pictures and
videos from the housewarming ceremony on Instagram.
Captioning the post, she wrote, “My OWN home !!
need all ur love and good vibes !!! to new beginnings ..
happy Dhanteras ."On the professional front, Ananya
Panday will next be seen in Chand Mera Dil, which will
star her with Lakshya, popular for his role in Kill. Apart
from the same, the star kid has also begun working on
the second season of the popular series Call Me Bae.
That’s not all. She also has another project lined up in

- g b

-

her kitty. In the film, she will share screen space with q .
Akshay Kumar and R Madhavan. On the other hand, A
her father, Chunky Panday, is gearing up for AN
Housefull 5. - -t S
=i A P

Sherlyn Chopra’
Reveals Her Struggle With Lupus
And The Impact On Motherhood

ctress Sherlyn Chopra has recently unveiled the illness she is struggling with. She claimed that she could never be
mother because of the illness she has been battling since 2021.She shared that she has an autoimmune disorder
called Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), which resulted in her kidney failure in 2021.

In an interview with Bollywood Bubble, Sherlyn shared that her doctor told her to keep this health disorder under
control and she needs medication for the rest of her life. Following this, she added, “I take it three times a day, morning,
afternoon and evening. They
also advised that I should never
contemplate getting pregnant
because it could be life-threatening
for both the baby and the
mother".Despite this, the actress shared
her strong desire to be a mother. Though
she cannot be a mother naturally, she is
looking for other options and hopes to havel
at least three or four children. She furthe
added that she wants her child’s name
start with the letter A, as she is very fond o
names starting with A. Additionall
Sherlyn added, “I think I was born to be
mother because whenever I think about
children, I feel an indescribab
happiness. Even before they arrive,
I’m so happy. Just imagine how
much joy I’ll feel after they’re
here".

The actress further decides to
balance motherhood with
her career. She stated that
she would continue her

work and take care of her child together. She said, “I will continue working, but I’ll carry them along with me.

Initially, I’d hire a nanny who could take care of my kids in my presence".She made headlines in 2012 by

becoming the first Indian woman to pose for Playboy magazine. This move garnered both controversy and

admiration. She began her career in Bollywood in the early 2000s and appeared in several films like Time

Pass (2005), Dosti: Friends Forever (2005) and Raqeeb (2007). She also participated in several reality

shows, including Bigg Boss Season 3 in 2009.
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Janhvi And Khushi Kapoor Spread
Holiday Cheer While Decorating
_Ther Chrstms Tree In Pyjamas

- L . Pk " SR
ollywood sisters Janhvi and Khushi
Kapoor are the epitome of sibling goals,
always inspiring with their unbreakable

bond and support for each other. The duo
recently gave fans a glimpse of their festive
cheer when Orry shared an adorable snapshot
of them decorating their Christmas tree
together in cozy pajamas. The heartwarming
moment not only showcases their holiday
spirit but also sets the bar for sibling plans this
season!Taking to Instagram Stories on
November 30, Orry shared a delightful collage
of Janhvi and Khushi putting up Christmas
decorations. The tree, adorned with elegant
green and white ornaments, radiates festive
vibes.

Janhvi, casually dressed in a simple t-shirt and
black-and-white checkered pants, is caught
mid-decoration, while Khushi assists in her
comfy pajamas, adding a cozy touch to the
frame. Orry, ever the playful presence, sneaks
into the picture with his signature ‘shy fingers’
pose, capturing the fun and joy of the moment.
Together, the sisters and their friend radiate
holiday vibes, reminding us all to embrace the
festive season with family and loved ones.In
an earlier interview with Lifestyle Asia India,
Khushi Kapoor opened up about her special
bond with Janhvi. She revealed that Janhvi is
her go-to person for advice and has always
been a pillar of support. Whether it’s life’s
bigger challenges or smaller dilemmas, Janhvi
takes on the role of a guiding
figure—sometimes even feeling like a
parental presence.Khushi also shared how
being Janhvi’s sister has its perks, particularly
when it comes to sharing wardrobes! From pep
talks to shoes, their relationship is a blend of
love, wisdom, and fun.

The Archies actress, who recently made her
fashion runway debut, also spoke about
Janhvi’s advice before the event. Speaking to
ANI, Khushi revealed how her sister
encouraged her to stay calm, be in the moment,
and immerse herself in the music. Janhvi’s
words gave her the confidence to shine on the
runway, further proving that their bond goes
beyond just sibling camaraderie—it’s a deep-
rooted friendship.As Janhvi and Khushi usher
in the festive season with warmth and
togetherness, they remind us to cherish the
special relationships in our lives, making their
sibling bond one to aspire to this Christmas.

Aamir Khan's Daughter Ira Khan
On How Her Parents' Divorce
Changed Their Lives 'l Was 4

When We Moved Out...

"

Dutta, has been open about her mental health

struggles. Aamir and Reena divorced in 2002
when Ira was five. In an interview with
Pinkvilla, Ira talked about how her parents
reacted to her struggles and how she dealt with
their divorce. She said that both her parents
were concerned when she shared her
struggles.“l don’t think I told him (father,
Aamir) that I was putting it on Instagram.
When 1 told both my parents, they were
worried. You don’t figure it out all at the same
time. It’s not like I said one sentence and it was
over. There was concern because [ was
studying in the Netherlands, wanting to drop
out, so there were a lot of decisions to be made.
My dad has put this faith or belief in us that
mental health issues are not shameful," she
said during a chat with Pinkvilla.Ira mentioned
that while her parents, Aamir Khan and Reena
Dutta, never openly blamed themselves for her
struggles, she felt they might have. She
recalled that when she started medication, both
her parents were very worried, focused on their
own fears. Ira said, “I started my medication
when I came home in 2018. During that time, I
could tell that both of them were extremely
worried because they were going on their own
fears and tangents. And I was like, ‘I am the
child, I need help right now, we can deal with
your fears later’. They never said that or
openly blamed themselves, but [ am sure they
felt those things. Even though they know that
it’s not in their control, it’s a culmination of
many things. I hope they don’t blame
themselves."When asked about how her
parents’ divorce affected her, Ira said it
changed their lives. She said, “My parents’
divorce wasn’t one day, it was something that
changed all our lives since that day. Many good
and not good things happened since that day,
many things happened that we maybe even
didn’t know happened."Ira added, “We moved
out of the house after the divorce. [ was 4 when
we moved out but we lived very close by, just
like 50 metres away. My dad’s job involves a
lot of travelling, it’s a little hard to say if
shifting houses affected the dynamic. I am sure
it did. But, it was fine! My grandmom also
lived in the same building, so were were
always around there."

Ira Khan, daughter of Aamir Khan and Reena



