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US President-elect Trump
says India charges a lot of
tariff, threatens to impose
reciprocal tax

WASHINGTON. US President-elect Donald Trump
has reiterated his intention to impose reciprocal tarifts
in retaliation for the 'high tariff' imposed by New
Delhi on the import of certain American products.

"Reciprocal. If they tax us, we tax them the same
amount. They tax us. We tax them. And they tax us.
Almost in all cases, they're taxing us, and we haven't
been taxing them," Trump told reporters on Monday.

He made the remarks while responding to a question on
a potential trade agreement with China.Trump said
India and Brazil were among countries that impose
high tariffs on certain US products.

"The word reciprocal is important. if India charges us
100 per cent, do we charge them nothing for the same?
You know, they send in a bicycle and we send them a
bicycle. They charge us 100 and 200. India charges a
lot. Brazil charges a lot. If they want to charge us,
that's fine, but we're going to charge them the same
thing," Trump said at a news conference at Mar-a-
Lago.Responding to a question, his Commerce
Secretary pick Howard Lutnick said reciprocity is
something that is going to be a key topic for the Trump
administration.

"How you treat us is how you should expect to be
treated," he said.

The legal cases rankling
Spain PM Pedro Sanchez

MADRID. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez is
grappling with a series of legal probes involving his
inner circle, including his wife, brother and former
transport minister, that have tainted his leftist
government. While the 52-year-old and his Socialist
party have dismissed the cases as baseless and part of
a right-wing "smear campaign", the judicial
onslaught has given his opponents fresh ammunition
to attack him.Here is a look at the legal cases facing
one of Europe's longest-serving leaders:

Wife

Sanchez's wife, Begona Gomez, has been under
investigation since April for alleged corruption and
influence peddling related to her time working at
Madrid's Complutense University following
complaints from two groups with far-right ties --
"Manos Limpias" (Clean Hands) and "Hazte Oir"
(Make Your Voice Heard).

She is also suspected of illegally appropriating software
financed by private companies and initially intended
for the universityThe 49-year-old was questioned by
a judge in July and is scheduled to testify again on
Wednesday at a Madrid court looking into the affair.

During an appearance before the conservative-
controlled Madrid regional parliament in November,
Gomez dismissed the corruption allegations as
politically motivated.

Ex-minister

Sanchez's former transport minister Jose Luis Abalos,
who used to be a member of his inner circle, is under
investigation for allegedly having taken kickbacks for
contracts to buy masks and other medical supplies in
2020 during the Covid-19 pandemic.According to a
court document consulted by AFP, Abalos may have
received "financial compensation" for his services in
the form of a house in the southern city of Cadiz
offered by the company that received the contracts.

The same company also allegedly paid the rent for a
Madrid flat occupied by a woman "linked" to the
former minister.

Israel's borders have shifted
throughout its history, action
in Syria may reshape them
again

JERUSALEM. Israel's prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, entered Syrian territory Tuesday and
said Israeli troops would remain in the area
indefinitely, blurring the border with its northern
neighbor.Since its establishment in 1948, Israel has
never had fully recognized borders. Throughout its
history, the frontiers with its Arab neighbors have
shifted as a result of wars, annexations, ceasefires
and peace agreements.Now, the downfall of Syrian
President Bashar Assad has created a situation that
could once again reshape Israel’s borders.

As Assad was toppled early this month, Israel quickly
moved into the Syrian side of a 50-year-old
demilitarized buffer zone. Netanyahu described the
move as defensive and temporary, and said it was
aimed at making sure that none of the groups jostling
for power inside Syria threatened Israel.

But in Tuesday’s visit to the Syrian side of the buffer
zone, Netanyahu made clear that Israel plans on
staying for some time. Speaking on the windswept
summit of Mount Hermon overlooking Syria, he said
Israel would remain “until another arrangement is
found that will ensure Israel’s security.”Here is a
closer look at the evolution of Israel’s borders over
the years.

Israel’s establishment

In 1947, the United Nations approved a plan to
partition what was then British-controlled
Mandatory Palestine into Jewish and Arab states.
The contested city of Jerusalem was to be
administered by the U.N.This plan, however, was
never implemented. Israel declared independence in
May 1948, and neighboring Arab countries declared
war. That war ended with Israel in control of some
77% of the territory — with Jordan controlling the
West Bank and east Jerusalem, and Egypt in control
of the Gaza Strip.1967 Mideast warDuring the six
days of fighting of the 1967 Mideast war, Israel
captured the West Bank and east Jerusalem from
Jordan, Gaza and the Sinai peninsula from Egypt,
and the Golan Heights from Syria.Initially
celebrated by Israel, the lightning victory set the
stage for decades of conflict that continue to
reverberate today.lsrael quickly annexed east
Jerusalem —home to the city’s most sensitive Jewish,
Muslim and Christian holy sites as well as its
Palestinian population.
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Biden admin makes it easier for US companies
to hire foreign workers with H-1B visas

WASHINGTON. The outgoing Biden
administration has relaxed rules for H-1B
visas that will make it easier for American
companies to hire foreign workers with
special skills and facilitate a smoother
transition from F-1 student visas to H-1B
visas, a move that is likely to benefit
thousands of Indian tech professionals.

The most sought-after H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US companies
to employ foreign workers in speciality

said.President-elect Donald Trump
will take charge as the next president of
the US after his swearing-in ceremony
on January 20.According to the DHS,
the rule also extends certain
flexibilities for students on an F-1 visa
seeking to change their status to H-1B
to avoid disruptions in lawful status
and employment authorisation for
students holding F-1 visas.It also will
allow US Citizenship and Immigration

occupations that require theoretical

technical expertise. Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from countries like
India and China.The rule, announced by
the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) on Tuesday, aims to provide greater
flexibility to employers and workers by
modernising the definition and criteria for
special positions and nonprofit and
governmental research organisations that
are exempt from the annual statutory limit
on H-1B visas.The changes will help US
employers hire as per their business needs
and remain competitive in the global
release

marketplace, an official

or Services

reasonable conditions.

administration builds on

The latest move by the outgoing Biden
its previous
efforts to ensure that the labour needs of
American businesses are met to reduce
undue burden on employers while adhering
to all U.S.worker protections under the law.
"American businesses rely on the H-1B visa
programme for the recruitment of highly-

(USCIS) to process

applications more quickly for most

individuals who had previously been
approved for an H1-B visa.lt will also
allow H1-B visa holders with a controlling
interest in the petitioning organisation to be
eligible for H-1B status subject to

skilled talent,

advance American

At least 25 killed, dozens missing after
overcrowded boat capsizes in Congo

KINSHASA. An overcrowded boat
capsized on a river in central Congo on
Tuesday, killing at least 25 people,
including children, and leaving dozens
missing, officials and local residents
said.The vessel was believed to have
more than 100 passengers on board
after leaving from the town of Inongo,
northeast of the capital of Kinshasa. It
capsized a few hundred meters (yards)
into the journey along the Fimi River,
the latest such tragedy to strike Congo.

A search was underway for the missing
hours later on Tuesday as concerns rose
that the death toll could be far higher.

“There was overloading at roof level and,
as far as the lifeless human bodies are
concerned, at least 25 have been
recovered so far," said David Kalemba,
Inongo’s river commissioner.The
capsized boat was also loaded with
goods, according to Alex Mbumba, a
resident of the area. “Among the dead
are children, but it’s difficult to give an
exact death toll at the moment as ... the
boat had a lot of passengers,” said

Mbumba.Tuesday's wreck was the
fourth this year in the Mai-Ndombe
province, a region surrounded by rivers
and where many rely on river
transportation.Congolese officials
have often warned against overloading

and vowed to punish those violating
safety measures for water
transportation.However, in remote
areas where most passengers come
from, many are unable to afford public
transport for the few available roads.

At least 78 people drowned in October

when an overloaded boat sank in the

country’s east while 80 lost their lives

in a similar accident near Kinshasa in

June.The latest accident prompted calls

for the government to equip the

province with flotation devices.

“The government must act to improve
safety on the waters of our province
(because) navigation conditions are
dangerous,” said Mbumba.The
capsizing of overloaded boats is
also becoming increasingly
frequent in this central African
nation as more people are
abandoning the few available roads
for wooden vessels crumbling
under the weight of passengers and
their goods because of security
reasons.

The roads are often caught up in the
deadly clashes between Congolese
security forces and rebels that
sometimes block major access routes.
Hundreds have already been killed or
declared missing in such accidents so
far this year.

State-backed changes to demographics and cultural
identities keep tensions alive in post-war Sri Lanka

MULLAITIVU/ JAFFNA. In the
Tamil-majority northern province of
Sri Lanka, as a road turns uphill
towards Old Chemmalai, near the
scenic Nayaru Lagoon in Mullaitivu
district, there stands a statue of Lord
Buddha.The nation's Department of
Archaeology now recognises this place
as an ancient Buddhist site of
significance. Adjacent to the statue
stands the small Neeraviyadi Pillaiyar
Kovil. Local Tamil-speaking Hindus
say they have worshipped the Hindu
deity here for generations.In recent
years, this location has become a site of
contested identities; the latest report of
the Centre for Policy Alternatives
(CPA), titled 'The Intersectional Trends
of Land Conflicts in Sri Lanka,' terms
this a sign of increasing “Sinhala-
Buddhisisation” in the northern and
eastern provinces, where large numbers
of Sri Lankan Tamils and Muslims
reside.Raja Chinnathambi, secretary of
the Neeraviyadi Pillaiyar Kovil and
resident of Chemmalai, claims the
identity of the place has been altered
since the final Eelam War when people
ofhis village had to flee.

For generations, families from the village
had access to land in Old Chemmalai,
he says. This changed once the war
ended in 2009. The Sri Lankan army
has since set up a camp there, rendering
alarge part of that land inaccessible.

A board erected by the DoA at the
contested religious site now prohibits
many activities, including land
clearing, logging, and cultivation.

The board installed by the Department of
Archaeology in Sri Lanka, prohibiting
various activities, near the Buddha
statue that has come up at Old
Chemmalai near Nayaru Lagoon in
Mullaitivu district. The board installed
by the Department of Archaeology in
Sri Lanka, prohibiting various
activities, near the Buddha statue that
has come up at Old Chemmalai near
Nayaru Lagoon in Mullaitivu
district.“Earlier, we had unfettered
access to this land. We would graze
cattle and pick forest produce. Now,
even observing festivals at our temple
has become difficult,” he says. Local
Tamil-speaking Hindus fought a long
and intense battle -- on the ground and
in the courts -- to retain their right to

worship here.The changes in
demography and cultural identity in
many places, with the support of state
agencies such as the DoA, are a major
cause of ethnic tension, especially in
the eastern province.Construction of
new Buddhist temples in Kuchchaveli
in the eastern district of Trincomalee
and of a Buddhist place of worship in
Kuruthurmalai in the northern district
of Mullaitivu, which was traditionally
used by Tamil-speaking Hindus to
worship Athi Shivan lyanar, are some
of the widely-discussed instances of
this phenomenon.Pointing out how the
DoA focuses primarily on the
discovery of “ancient” Buddhist sites,
Mahendran Thiruvarangan, an
academic from the University of Jaffna
and member of the Jaffna People's
Forum for Coexistence, says these
decisions of these institutions are all
made at Colombo.“Maybe there is a
history to a particular site. But they (the
State agencies) don’t want to think
about how these sites undergo changes
over a prolonged period of time, that
they are fluid and there are overlapping
identities.

benefiting communities
across the country,"said Secretary of
Homeland Security Alejandro N.
Mayorkas."These improvements to the
programme provide employers with
greater flexibility to hire global talent,
boost our economic competitiveness, and
allow highly skilled workers to continue to
innovation,"he
said."The H-1B programme was created by
Congress in 1990, and there's no question it
needed to be modernised to support our
nation's growing economy,"said USCIS
Director Ur M.Jaddou.The changes made
in the final rule will ensure that

U.S.employers can hire highly skilled
workers they need to grow and innovate
while enhancing the integrity of the
programme, he said.The DHS said the
rule also strengthens the programme's
integrity by codifying USCIS' authority
to conduct inspections and impose
penalties for failure to comply; requiring
that the employer must establish that it
has a bona fide position in a speciality
occupation available for the worker as of
the requested start date.It clarifies that
the Labor Condition Application must
support and properly correspond with the
H-1B petition; and requires that the
petitioner have a legal presence and be
subject to legal processes in the courts of
the United States.In order to implement the
rule, a new edition of Form I-129, Petition
for a Nonimmigrant Worker, will be
required for all petitions beginning January
17, 2025, which is the rule's effective
date.In order to implement the rule, a new
edition of Form 1-129, Petition for a
Nonimmigrant Worker, will be required for
all petitions beginning January 17, 2025,
which is the rule's effective date.

14 dead and hundreds injured after
a magnitude 7.3 earthquake in
Pacific nation of Vanuatu

WELLINGTON. At least 14 people are dead and

hundreds more are injured after a magnitude 7.3
earthquake struck off Vanuatu on Tuesday, causing
widespread damage across the South Pacific island
nation. Rescuers worked through the night trying to
reach some people yelling under the rubble.

The Red Cross reported the toll early Wednesday, citing

government sources. Widespread damage to
communications and other infrastructure has impeded
the release of official reports. Phone service remained
down.The earthquake occurred just before 1 PM at a
depth of 57 kilometers (35 miles) and was centred 30
kilometers west of Port Vila, the largest city in
Vanuatu, a group of 80 islands home to about 330,000
people. A tsunami warning was called off less than two
hours after the quake, which was followed by large
aftershocks.More than 200 people have been injured,
said Katie Greenwood, Fiji-based head of the Red
Cross in the Pacific, in a post on X. Vanuatu's main
hospital has been damaged and the water supply has
been compromised, she added.The UN humanitarian
office said access to the airport and sea port were
“severely limited due to road damage," which could
affect efforts to deliver aid.Residents were urged to
stay away from coastlines for at least 24 hours, and
until tsunami and earthquake monitoring systems
were operational again.Some people are trapped

Social media videos showed rescue efforts through the

night for people trapped in buildings, including a
three-story structure that collapsed onto its lower
floors.Amanda Laithwaite said her husband was
among rescuers searching for eight people they could
hear yelling inside, but their progress was slow.

Three people were pulled alive from rubble overnight,

her husband, Michael Thompson, wrote on Facebook.
In one video he shared, a dust-covered woman lay on a
gurney. Army personnel and civilians worked with
tools and shovels, Thompson said.

The country does not have capacity to cope with a mass

casualty event, Vanuatu-based journalist Dan
McGarry told The Associated Press. He had visited
Vila Central Hospital, where video shared by the
Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation
showed crowds outside.

Doctors were working “as fast as they could” at a triage

center outside the emergency ward, he said.

Embassies are damagedA building housing a number of

diplomatic missions in Port Vila — including those of
the United States, Britain, France and New Zealand —
was significantly damaged.The U.S. Embassy’s
Facebook page said all staff were safe, but the building
was closed until further notice. The office opened in
July as part of a push by the U.S. to expand its Pacific
presence to counter China’s influence in the region.

New Zealand’s foreign ministry said officials have

accounted for all but two of its embassy staff.
Australia’s foreign ministry said its workers were safe.

NSA Doval holds talks with Chinese foreign minister
Wang Yi on peace at borders, restoring ties

BEIJING.

India and China's Special
Representatives for the border mechanism,
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and

President Xi

understandings reached between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Jinping during their

I T

Foreign Minister Wang Yi met here on
Wednesday to discuss a range of issues,
including management of peace and
tranquillity along LAC and restoration of
bilateral ties frozen for over four years due
to the military standoffin eastern Ladakh.

Doval, who is heading the Indian delegation,
arrived here on Tuesday to take part in the
23rd round of the Special Representatives'
talks being held after a gap of five years.

The last meeting was held in 2019 in Delhi.

The talks began at 10 am China time.

The two officials were expected to discuss a
range of issues to rebuild the bilateral ties
following the October 21 agreement of
disengagement and patrolling in eastern
Ladakh between the two countries.

On Tuesday, China expressed optimism

about the talks saying that it is ready to Thetwo SRs will discuss the management of
peace and tranquillity in the border areas
and explore a fair, reasonable, and mutually
acceptable solution to the boundary
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work with India to implement the
commitments based on the common

@ |

meeting at Kazan in Russia on the
sidelines of the BRICS summit on
October 24.China is prepared to settle
differences with sincerity, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian
told a media briefing here when asked
about the Special Representatives
(SR) talks.China is ready to work with
India to implement the important
common understandings between the

leaders of China and India, respect each
other's core interests and major concerns,
strengthen mutual trust through dialogue
properly settle
differences with sincerity and good faith,
and bring bilateral relations back to the
track of stable and healthy development as

and communication,

soon as possible, he said.
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question,

meeting of the two leaders in Kazan, the

External Affairs Ministry said on Monday.
After the Modi-Xi meeting, which was their

first after five years,

as agreed upon during the

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his Chinese
counterpart met on the sidelines of the G20
summit in Brazil followed by a meeting of
the Working Mechanism for Consultation
& Coordination on China-India Border
Affairs (WMCC).The military standoff
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in

eastern Ladakh began in May 2020 and
was followed by a deadly clash at the
Galwan Valley in June of that year
resulting in a severe strain in ties
between the two neighbours.Barring
trade, relations between the two
countries virtually came to a standstill.
The face-off effectively ended
following the completion of the
disengagement process from the last
two friction points of Demchok and
Depsang under an agreement finalised
on October 21.The SRs' meeting is
regarded as significant as it is the first
structured engagement between the two
countries to restore relations.Constituted in
2003 to comprehensively address the vexed
dispute of the India-China border spanning
3,488 km, the SRs mechanism over the
years met 22 times.While success eluded it
in resolving the boundary dispute, officials
on both sides regard it as a very promising,
useful and handy tool in addressing the
recurring tensions between the two
countries.
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Russia Develops Cancer Vaccine, Set for
Free Distribution in 2025

RNS: The Russian Health
Ministry has unveiled a
breakthrough cancer vac-
cine that will be distributed
free of charge to patients
starting in early 2025. The
vaccine, designed to treat
cancer patients, will not be
used as a preventive meas-
ure for the general popu-
lation but aims to target
existing tumors and po-
tentially reduce the risk of
metastases.

Andrey Kaprin, General
Director of the Radiology
Medical Research Center,
revealed the news in an in-
terview on Radio Rossiya.
He confirmed that Rus-
sia has developed its own
mRNA  vaccine against
cancer, and it will be made
available to patients free of
charge. The development
of this vaccine comes after
President Vladimir Putin
hinted earlier this year that

;\‘\t i
Russia was on the verge of
creating cancer vaccines
and next-generation immu-
nomodulatory drugs.

While the vaccine’s name
has not been disclosed, it
is expected to be person-
alized for individual pa-
tients, a feature that aligns
with similar advancements
in cancer treatments seen
globally. Reports suggest
that pre-clinical trials have
shown promising results,
with the vaccine demon-
strating the potential to

suppress tumor growth and
reduce metastasis.

Though details about which
types of cancer the vaccine
will target or its overall ef-
fectiveness are still unclear,
the development represents
a major step forward in
cancer treatment. Thera-
peutic  cancer vaccines
work by training the im-
mune system to recognize
and attack tumor cells,
with some using modified
viruses to trigger a strong
immune response. These

vaccines could play a cru-
cial role in slowing tumor
growth, preventing recur-
rences, or even eliminating
early-stage cancers.

This announcement fol-
lows similar efforts around
the world to create per-
sonalized cancer vaccines.
For example, in 2023, the
U.K. government partnered
with a German biotechnol-
ogy company to develop
individualized cancer treat-
ments, while major phar-
maceutical companies like
Moderna and Merck & Co.
have been collaborating on
vaccines for skin cancer.
The rollout of Russia’s can-
cer vaccine is slated for
early 2025, marking a po-
tential breakthrough in on-
cology. However, more in-
formation on its specifics,
such as the types of cancer
it will address, remains to
be seen.

Jharkhand Woman Beaten, Accused of
Witchcraft After Husband’s Death

Gumla: In a shocking inci-
dent in Gumla, Jharkhand,
a woman was brutally beat-
en and accused of witch-
craft following her hus-
band’s death. The victim
claims that her in-laws and
villagers were preparing to
strip her naked and bury
her alive, but timely inter-
vention by the Kolebira po-
lice saved her. She is cur-
rently receiving treatment
at Gumla Sadar Hospital.
The woman has filed a case
against her in-laws and 18
unidentified individuals.
The police are actively in-
vestigating the matter.

The incident began when
Sandeep Lohara, a resi-
dent of Kolebira, drowned
while bathing in Vrinda
Nayaktoli. Sandeep had
been living with his in-
laws for several years. Af-
ter his death, when his
wife brought his body to
her in-laws’ house, she was
accused of being a witch

and beaten in front of the
entire village. Her in-laws
allegedly attempted to kill
her, but the Kolebira police
intervened just in time.
Kolebira police station in-
charge Surendra Kumar
Singh confirmed that the
victim’s father has submit-
ted a written application.
A case has been registered,
and the police are coordi-
nating with authorities in
Simdega, where the inci-
dent occurred, to further
the investigation.
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Growth Methods”

and fabrication technologies.

Bahadur Pandey.

IIT-ISM Launches Six-Day FDP on Crystal
Growth & Semiconductor Technologies

Dhanbad: IIT-ISM launched a six-day Faculty Develop-
ment Program (FDP) on Tuesday, focusing on “Crystal
Growth, Semiconductor Processing, and Manufacturing
Technologies” The program, held at the Faculty Develop-
ment Centre, aims to enhance educators’ knowledge and
teaching efficiency in these critical technological fields.

The FDP commenced with an expert lecture by Prof. ] Ku-
mar from Anna University, Chennai, who shared insights
on “Crystal Growth Techniques II: Epitaxial Growth?” This
was followed by Prof. RR Sumathi, Deputy Head of the De-
partment at Leibniz-Institut fiir Kristallztichtung, Germa-
ny, who presented on “Crystal Growth Techniques I: Bulk

On the second day, Dr. Pratap Kumar Das, Principal Mem-
ber of Technical Staff at AMD Bangalore, conducted a
session on Semiconductor Technology, shedding light on
semiconductor manufacturing, advanced water processing,

Professor R Thangavel, Associate Professor at IIT-ISM and
the coordinator of the program, highlighted the signifi-
cance of the initiative. “The FDP is designed to equip par-
ticipating educators with essential skills, enhancing their
teaching capabilities,” he stated.

The program promises to provide valuable insights and
hands-on experience, helping participants stay updated
with the latest advancements in these evolving fields.

“Development Lies in Cultivating a Strong
Mind, Not Just Resources”: Dr. Aparajita

Ranchi: A seminar on ‘Vigrah of Indian Philosophy: Rahiny’
was held at Government Teacher Training College in col-
laboration with Sai Nath University and YBN University. The
seminar, part of the ‘vikshitbharat@2047 initiative, was inau-
gurated by Principal Anuradha Singh and featured key speak-
ers, including Prof. Dr. Triveni Nath Sahu and Prof. Dr. Jung

The seminar was presided over by Dr. Aparajita Jha, former
Principal cum Dean of Education Faculty of Government
Teacher Training College Institute of Advanced Studies in
Education, Ranchi University Ranchi and Nilamber Pitambar
University Medininagar. Speaking on the occasion Dr Jha said
that we will develop not by resources but by mind.

The seminar, coinciding with the birthday of Abdul Rahim
Khankhana, focused on his contributions to Indian unity and
culture. Dr. Suresh Prasad Singh was named International
President of Rahim Jayanti celebrations.

International Conference on Advances in Materials &

Chemical Science

L ™~ el

s Kicks Off at BIT Mesra

Ranchi: The Birla Institute of
Technology (BIT) Mesra host-
ed the inaugural session of the
first International Conference
on Advances in Materials and
Chemical Sciences (AMCS-
24) on Wednesday.

Organized in collaboration
with the Materials Research
Society of India, the global
conference brings together
leading researchers, innova-
tors, and industry experts to
discuss the latest developments
in the fields of materials and
chemical sciences.

Dr. Sumit Mishra, Head of

the Chemistry Department at
BIT Mesra and Convener of
AMCS-24, officially opened
the conference, encouraging
participants to actively engage
and collaborate. “The exchange
of knowledge and ideas is vital
in addressing current challeng-
es and shaping a sustainable
future)” Dr. Mishra said during
his opening remarks.

Professor Indranil Manna,
Vice Chancellor of BIT Mesra,
highlighted the institute’s com-
mitment to fostering innova-
tion and research. “AMCS-24
provides a unique platform

for global researchers and in-
novators to come together and
contribute to solving some of
the most pressing challenges
in science and technology;” he
stated.

The Chief Guest of the event,
Prof. Susanta Banerjee, In-
stitute Chair Professor at IIT
Kharagpur, underscored the
importance of interdiscipli-
nary collaboration in scientific
progress. “Scientific innova-
tion thrives at the intersection
of disciplines. Collaboration
is essential to tackle complex
global issues such as energy

sustainability and the develop-
ment of advanced healthcare
materials,” he emphasized.

The conference features an
impressive roster of speakers
from around the world, includ-
ing the UK, Germany, South
Africa, New Zealand, Canada,
Hong Kong, and Bangladesh.
Topics covered at the event
include Advanced Polymers,
Advanced Glass and Ceram-
ics, Energy and Functional
Materials, Emerging and Hy-
brid Materials, and Materials
in Interdisciplinary Domains.

CSIR-NML Celebrates 7

Jamshedpur: To com-
memorate its 75 years of
excellence in scientific
research, CSIR-National
Metallurgical Laboratory
(CSIR-NML) organized
a special exhibition at
its Agrico Colony prem-
ises in Jamshedpur. The
event, inaugurated by
NML Director Dr. Sand-
eep Ghosh Chowdhury
on Tuesday, showcased
the lab’s significant jour-
ney and contributions to
the scientific community.
On Wednesday, a group
of 36 students and 4 fac-
ulty members from NML

Kerala Public School vis-
ited the exhibition. The
visit aimed to enrich
students’ understanding
of scientific advance-
ments and foster curios-
ity about research and
innovation.

5 Years with
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The exhibition featured
interactive displays, ex-
pert interactions, and in-
sightful sessions on tech-

nological developments
and pioneering works in
various scientific fields.
Faculty members ex-

in Jamshedpur

pressed their apprecia-
tion for the experience,
noting how the visit
enhanced the students’
knowledge and inspired
them.

The organizers of the
exhibition welcomed
the visiting group and
stressed the importance
of encouraging young
minds to engage with
the world of science. The
students and faculty left
with a deeper wunder-
standing of CSIR-NML’s
groundbreaking work
and its impact on tech-
nological progress.

“Chinmaya Vidyalaya’s AI-Powered Project Wins
Divisional Award, Heads to State Level”
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Bokaro: Chinmaya Vidyalaya in Bokaro hosted a special
prayer meeting today to honor students Avyan Narayan
Kashyap, Keshav Agarwal, and Nehal Sharma for their ex-
ceptional achievement at the divisional level of the National
Fair 2024, organized by the Hazaribagh District Sports De-
partment. The trio secured first place with their innovative
project, which utilizes Artificial Intelligence to assist Indian
farmers.

The project is designed to help farmers by detecting animals
and birds approaching fields and driving them away without
causing harm. It also features a soil quality sensor, offering
valuable insights for better crop management. The project’s
potential to support sustainable farming practices was high-
lighted during the meeting.

During the event, Principal Suraj Sharma congratulated the
students, praising their creativity and dedication. “This pro-
ject demonstrates the real-world impact of blending tech-
nology with agriculture, and we are proud to support such
talent,” he said. He also emphasized the school’s commit-
ment to nurturing both academic excellence and practical
innovations.

The students’ achievement has earned them a spot in the
state-level competition. They were also lauded by Residen-
tial Acharya Swamini Samyuktanand Saraswati, School
Management Chairman Vishwarup Mukhopadhyay, Secre-
tary Mahesh Tripathi, and Vice Principal Narmendra Ku-
mar, who wished them continued success in their future
endeavors.

The project, guided by teachers Shubham Kumar Gupta and
Shreya Gupta, has not only brought recognition to the stu-
dents but also showcased Chinmaya Vidyalaya’s dedication
to fostering creativity and innovation among its students.

BJP Launches Membership Drive
in Loyabad, Dhanbad

by Ashok Kumar

Loyabad: The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) launched its or-
ganizational membership campaign at Ekda’s community
hall. The event was graced by the newly elected MLA of
Bagmara, Shatrughan Mahato as the chief guest.

Speaking on the occasion, Mahato emphasized the crucial
role of party workers, describing them as the backbone of
the BJP. He highlighted the party’s national president’s com-
mitment to expanding the BJP organization and bringing its
policies closer to the public. “The goal is to enroll as many
members as possible,” Mahato stated, stressing the impor-
tance of the ongoing membership drive, which began short-
ly after the conclusion of the Jharkhand assembly elections.
He urged all party leaders and workers to actively partici-
pate in this initiative.

The program commenced with the official appointment
of Dinesh Rawani as Mandal President, a move that was
warmly received by the party leadership. Rawani was hon-
ored with a bouquet by Bagmara MLA Shatrughan Mahato,
who expressed confidence in his ability to serve diligently
and uphold the party’s ideology, along with the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The event was attended by several prominent BJP lead-
ers, including Mahuda Mandal President Shekhar Singh,
Mahesh Paswan, Dheeraj Rawani, Golu Chauhan, Jitendra
Chauhan, Bajrangi Das, Mintu Paswan, Ranjay Chauhan,
Shiva Das, Dinesh Paswan, Geeta Singh, Indu Devi, Gudiya
Devi, Rita Devi, and hundreds of BJP workers. The gather-
ing underscored the party’s commitment to strengthening
its grassroots presence and expanding its membership base.

BJP’s New Plan for UCC, to be Implemented through State Assemblies, Not Parliament

Ajay Kumar I Lucknow

The BJP has always advocat-
ed for the implementation
of the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in the country, and
this issue has been part of the
party’s agenda since the time
of the Janata Sangh. Since
the Bharatiya Janata Party
came to power, the party
has consistently emphasized
this issue. The BJP included
issues like the Ram Mandir,
the abrogation of Article
370, and the Uniform Civil
Code in its political agenda.
The dream of Ram Mandir
has been realized, Article
370 has been revoked, and
now the only task left is to
implement the Uniform
Civil Code, which is seen as
an important challenge for
both the BJP and the Modi
government.

The Supreme Court cleared

the way for the construction
of Ram Mandir in Ayod-
hya, and the Modi govern-
ment abrogated Article 370
through Parliament. Ad-
ditionally, steps were taken
in Parliament towards “One
Nation, One Election.” Now,
the BJP has devised a new
strategy regarding the im-
plementation of the Uni-
form Civil Code. The party
is working on advancing this
issue through state assem-
blies rather than Parliament.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had hinted at this dur-
ing his statement in the Ra-
jya Sabha.

While discussing the Con-
stitution in the Rajya Sabha,
Amit Shah clarified the im-
portance of the Uniform
Civil Code. He said that
Article 44 of our Constitu-
tion talks about the Uni-
form Civil Code, but it has
not yet been implemented
in the country. He blamed
the Congress for this, stating
that India’s first Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru had im-
plemented Muslim Personal

Law, and Congress started
politics of appeasement.
Amit Shah also mentioned
that the Supreme Court has
repeatedly suggested the im-
plementation of the Uniform
Civil Code, but Congress has
always delayed it. He gave
the example of Uttarakhand,
where the BJP government
implemented the UCC, and
said that the same model
would be followed in other
BJP-ruled states.

The Uniform Civil Code
means that there should be
a single law for all citizens
in the country. Its objective
is to apply the same law for
marriage, divorce, property
division, and other impor-
tant issues for every citizen.
Currently, under Muslim
Personal Law, members of
the Muslim community re-
solve their family matters,
but with the implementation
of the Uniform Civil Code,
there will be a uniform law
for all communities. The BJP
raised this issue during the
time of Janata Sangh, and
the party believes that it is

necessary for ensuring the
secularism and equality of
the country.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has also expressed
his views on this issue sev-
eral times. During a discus-
sion on the Constitution, he
spoke about the constitu-
tional importance of a secu-
lar civil code and hinted that
the government is working
towards implementing the
Uniform Civil Code. On
Independence Day, he also
stated from the Red Fort that
laws dividing the country on
the basis of religion should
be abolished. According to
him, the country needs a
secular civil code, and there
is no place for outdated laws
in modern society.

In this context, Amit Shah
talked about implement-
ing the Uniform Civil Code
in other BJP-ruled states
based on the model of Ut-
tarakhand. He clarified that
the BJP will move forward
with the implementation of
the UCC through state as-
semblies in BJP-ruled states.
® &

Under this strategy, the BJP
has already implemented
the UCC in Uttarakhand,
and now it plans to imple-
ment it in other BJP-ruled
states. During the assembly
elections, the BJP had prom-
ised to implement the UCC
in Uttarakhand, and after
forming the government,
Chief Minister Pushkar
Dhami fulfilled this promise.
A five-member committee
was formed in Uttarakhand,
which made recommenda-
tions for the UCC, and based
on those recommendations,
the Uniform Civil Code was
implemented in the state.

After Uttarakhand, the BJP
government in Assam is also
preparing to implement the
Uniform Civil Code. As-
sam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma recently made
this announcement. States
like Rajasthan and Gujarat
are also in favor of imple-
menting the UCC, and steps
are being taken in this direc-
tion under their plans. In
these states, the BJP could
succeed in implementing

® o

the UCC in its ruled areas,
thereby presenting a model
of implementing the Uni-
form Civil Code across a sig-
nificant part of the country.
This strategy is important for
the BJP because it allows the
party to implement the UCC
not only in its ruled states
but also exert political pres-
sure on opposition parties.
The BJP has governments
in states like UP, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Rajasthan, Assam,
Goa, Gujarat, Odisha, Tripu-
ra, Manipur, Maharashtra,
and Arunachal Pradesh.
Goa already has the UCC in
place, and Uttarakhand has
also implemented it. If the
BJP succeeds in implement-
ing the Uniform Civil Code
in these states, it could set an
example for the entire coun-
try.

However, there are some
challenges in this process.
Many NDA allies, such as
JD(U) and TDP, do not sup-
port the BJP on this issue.
Additionally, the BJP would
need a two-thirds major-

ity in Parliament to pass the
UCC bill, which currently
seems difficult. Due to the
political necessity of Muslim
votes, JD(U) and TDP can-
not support the BJP on this
issue. Therefore, the BJP has
decided to take the route of
state assemblies rather than
Parliament to pave the way
for implementing the UCC
in the states.

Through this strategy, the
BJP will attempt to imple-
ment the UCC in its ruled
states first, and then pressure
will be exerted to implement
it in other states. This could
be a significant political
achievement for the BJP as
it could help the party real-
ize its agenda of secularism
and equality. Moreover, the
BJP could involve its allied
parties in this issue to gain
political advantage.

The BJP governments will
have the opportunity to set
an example by implement-
ing the Uniform Civil Code
in their states. If it is success-
fully implemented in these
states, it will signal an effec-

tive change at the national
level, and the BJP could then
motivate other states to fol-
low suit. Thus, the issue of
the Uniform Civil Code is
not only an important po-
litical agenda for the BJP
but could also be a crucial
step towards secularism and
equality in the country.

If the process is successful
in BJP-ruled states, pressure
could mount on opposition
parties, especially those con-
cerned about the Muslim
vote bank. The BJP could
present its ruled states as a
model, proving that the Uni-
form Civil Code is in the in-
terest of all communities and
helps bring about equality in
society. This could force its
allied and opposition parties
to support the issue, open-
ing the path to implement it
at the national level. In this
way, the BJP could take ef-
fective steps to implement
the Uniform Civil Code in
the country, ultimately help-
ing move the nation towards
a more equal and secular so-
ciety. _
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‘Ambedkar Ji Did Not Allow...”: Kharge’s Scathing
Reply To Shah’s Parllament Speech, Demands Apology

New Delhi. Congress |
President Mallikarjun
Kharge slammed Union |
Home Minister Amit Shah |
for his recent speech in
Parliament, calling his
remarks "far from the truth."
Kharge accused Shah of
using the platform solely to
praise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He also
alleged that the BJP was
attempting to divert public
attention.Reacting to the
introduction of the 'One
Nation, One Election' bill in
the Lok Sabha, he stated that both its
advantages and drawbacks need to be
debated.

"When the bill comes up for discussion then
we will talk about its advantages and
drawbacks. It has to be discussed after
meeting with everyone. Everyone has opted
together for the introduction, we will speak
about it in Parliament,” TANS quoted
Kharge as saying. Kharge’s remarks came
after the home minister’s parliamentary
address on Tuesday over the 75 years of
Constitution, during which Shah lashed out
at the Congress party of appeasement
politics. He slammed the Congress for
making constitutional amendments to

empower ‘one family” while the Bharatiya
Janata Party made amendments to empower
citizens. Shah said Congress amended the
Constitution 77 times in its 55 years of rule
whereas the BJP made 22 changes in 16
years.

BJP, Congress Spar Over Ambedkar

Reacting to Amit Shah's speech, the Congress
party accused Home Minister of displaying
a deep ‘hatred’ for B.R. Ambedkar in his
remarks during a Rajya Sabha debate on the
Constitution. The party demanded an
apology from Shah, blaming the BJP and
RSS leaders for their negative stance toward
Ambedkar.

Inaposton ‘X’, Kharge accused Amit Shah of
insulting BR Ambedkar. Kharge stated,

“The insult of Babasaheb by the
home minister has once again proven
that the BJP-RSS were against the
tricolour, their forefathers opposed
the Ashok Chakra, and the people of
the Sangh Parivar wanted to
implement Manusmriti instead of the
Constitution of India from the very
first day.” “Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar
Jidid not allow this to happen, that is
why there is so much hatred towards
him,” he added.
"The ministers of the Modi
government should understand
carefully that for crores of people
like me, Babasaheb Ambedkar is no
less than God... He is and will always be the
messiah of Dalits, tribals, backward classes,
minorities and the poor,” Kharge’s post in
Hindi read. Amit Shah had claimed that the
Congress party is hiding its true sentiments
about Dr. BR Ambedkar. "It has become a
fashion to say Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar'. If they had taken God's name so
many times, they would have got a place in
heaven," Shah said, taking a swipe at the
opposition. He claimed Ambedkar had to
resign from the first Cabinet because he
disagreed with the Congress-led
government’s policies, including Article
370.
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Bengaluru BJP MLAs seek Rs 50 crore

development fund from Karnataka government

A day after first-time BJP MLAs sought Rs 100 crore each for their constituencies, BJP legislators from

Bengaluru wrote to Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar asking for a special grant of Rs 50 crore.

N

Bengaluru. Bengaluru BJP MLAs
followed the suit of first-time assembly
representatives and appealed to the
Karnataka government for a special grant
of Rs 50 crore.The BJP MLAs from
Bengaluru wrote a formal Iletter,

addressed to Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar, and highlighted the urgent
need to repair major roads and address
connectivity issues in the district.
Shivakumar is also the cabinet minister
for Bengaluru Development and Town
Planning, and the Bengaluru Urban
District Incharge.According to the letter,
signed by 15 BJP MLAs including
Ashwath Narayan and R Ashok, there

was an urgent need to improve the
connectivity infrastructure in the Silicon
Valley of the East, as they are struggling
to keep up with international standards.

In the letter, the legislators emphasised that

Bengaluru’s reputation as a global IT hub

took a hit because of the inadequate
infrastructure.They stated that this
lack of basic amenities was causing
the city to lose its ability to attract
investments. The MLAs warned that
the lack of proper infrastructure is
compelling industries to consider
relocating to neighbouring states. The
letter by BJP MLAs of Bengaluru
came a day after first-time BJP MLAs
in the state wrote to the Chief Minister
seeking Rs 100 crore each for
development of their constituencies.
While petitioning for the grant, the

MLAs said they needed the funds to

resolve issues of abrasion caused by rains,

agricultural damage, as well as
infrastructure repairs, including hospitals,
schools, roads, and electricity.

According to them, they required Rs 50
crore each for the two consecutive fiscal
years to kickstart essential development
projects in their areas.

Madhya Pradesh Ladli Behna Scheme Has Seen No | Nitin Gadkari, 19 BJP MPs skip One Nation
New Beneficiaries For 16 Months: Minister

Madhya
Pradesh

government's
flagship Ladli
Behna scheme
was seen as
having played a
key role in the
BJP remaining
in power in the
state.

When government prioritises
With India's trade deficit in

New Delhi. No fresh registrations have
been accepted under the Madhya
Pradesh government's flagship Ladli
Behna scheme, which was seen as [~
having played a key role in the BJP .~
remaining in power in the state, since "
August 20, 2023 - two months before
the state elections - a minister
informed the Assembly today. The jeata et e
minister's statement comes at a time i
when government functionaries have
been asserting that the state will
increase the amount given to eligible
women from the economically poor
sections under the scheme from ?
1,250 per month to ? 3,000 - as
promised after its introduction last
year. She informed the Assembly that
the amount is not being changed as of
now. On Tuesday, which was the

November surging to an all-

time high, Rahul Gandhi
blamed it on the

government's prioritisation of

the scheme.

'crony businesses' over 'play-

fair businesses'.

New Delhi. Leader of the Opposition in the Lok

Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, blamed the government's
prioritisation of "crony businesses" over "play-
fair businesses" for the trade deficit in November
surging to an all-time high. Gandhi, who has
repeatedly used the 'crony capitalism' pitch to
claim a nexus between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and a few selected businesses, claimed it had
led to weakening of the manufacturing sector and
depreciating currency."What happens when a

Free healthcare for 60 and above:

New Delhi.
Party supremo and former
Delhi
Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday announced the
'Sanjeevani'
provide free healthcare for
senior citizens
Delhi.According to
Kejriwal, the 'Sanjeevani'
scheme will be launched
after the AAP party returns
to power in Delhi next year.

Under the new scheme,
senior citizens in Delhi can
avail free health care services from
any private or public hospital in the
national capital. The 'Sanjeevani'
scheme will apply to all above the
age of 60 and will not have
restrictions based on income.

Speaking at the launch of the scheme,
Kejriwal said that AAP workers

Announcing the
'Sanjeevani' scheme,
Arvind Kejriwal said that
any resident of Delhi,
above 60 years, will get
free healthcare services
under the scheme. The
entire expenses of
treatment will be born by
the Delhi government,

Kejriwal said.

play-fair businesses? Result:
manufacturing sector,

Raebareli MP tweeted.

Aam Aadmi

Chief Minister

scheme to

in

second day of the winter session,
Congress MLA Mahesh Parmar
raised four key questions regarding

He asked when the government
intended to restart registrations for
women who missed out during its
launch and those who are newly

... Rahul Gandhi as trade

government prioritises crony businesses over
Weakened
depreciating currency,
record high trade deficits, high interest rates,
falling consumption and soaring inflation," the

According to Commerce Ministry data, India's trade
deficit widened to a record $37.84 billion in
November, driven primarily by surging gold

would reach people's doorstep in
two to three days to register senior
citizens for the scheme."Today, for
the people of Delhi, I am going to
announce the 'Sanjeevani scheme'.
Under this, all people above the age
of 60 will get free healthcare. We
will introduce and pass the scheme
after the polls.

beyond 60 years.
Response

considered.

dollar.

billion.

energy supply contracts".

lakhs of small businesses.

treatment,"

Whether they

eligible; whether it plans to increase
the amount to ? 3,000 in the ?
22,400-crore supplementary budget
tabled on Tuesday; whether the
eligibility age would be reduced
from the current 21 to 18; and if the
upper age limit would be extended

Answering Mr Parmar's questions,

Women and Child Development

Minister Nirmala Bhuria said the
government has no plans to initiate
fresh registrations under the scheme
as of now. She said there was no
proposal to raise the monthly
assistance from ? 1,250 to ? 3,000 in
the supplementary budget and no
change in the eligibility age was being

deficit hits all-time high

imports and falling exports. It has led to the
rupee slipping to a new low against the US

The data showed that the trade deficit, the
difference between imports and exports, during
the April-November period widened to $202.42

RAHUL GANDHI UPSANTE AGAINST BJP
The attack comes at a time when the Congress has
intensified its pitch against the BJP following
the US indictment of businessman Gautam
Adani. Adani and seven others have been
indicted by US prosecutors for allegedly
offering Rs 2,029 crore in bribes to Indian
government officials to secure "lucrative solar

Last month, in an opinion piece for a newspaper,
Gandhi alleged that a "new breed of monopolists"
were controlling the country's governing
institutions and regulators. He said that these
"match-fixing" monopoly groups have amassed
colossal wealth, resulting in the decimation of

One Poll session, may get notice: Sources

NEW DELHILA total of 20 BJP MPs, including senior leaders like

Nitin Gadkari, Giriraj Singh, and Jyotiraditya Scindia are set to face
the music for their absence in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday during the
introduction of the One Nation, One Election Bill, as per sources. The
party had issued a three-line whip mandating all MPs to be present in
the House for the session. However, the absence of these lawmakers
has raised eyebrows, prompting the BJP to reportedly prepare notices

to hold them accountable for defying party orders.The Bill, central to
the government's push for simultaneous elections across the country,

against after a 90-
minute debate and a
division of votes.
Meghwal, addressing
concerns raised during
the debate, assured the
House that the
legislation would not |
interfere with the
autonomy or powers of

was introduced in the Lok Sabha by Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal amidst heated exchanges.The opposition criticised the
move as "dictatorial" and an attack on India's federal structure.
Despite the backlash, the Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill
passed its introductory phase with 269 votes in favour and 198

P,

the states.Additionally, the Union Territories Amendment Bill,
aimed at aligning elections in Delhi, Puducherry, and Jammu and
Kashmir with Lok Sabha polls, was also introduced.Meghwal
dismissed opposition claims that the Bill violated the basic structure

doctrine, asserting that the legislation adhered to constitutional

principles.While the introduction of the Constitution amendment
Bill requires a simple majority, its passage will require the
government to garner a two-thirds majority in the House.The
Opposition, however, came down heavily on the Centre, claiming
that the Bills failed to secure a majority. Congress leader Manickam
Tagore said that the government failed to cobble up 307 votes out of
the total 461 that it needs to secure a two-thirds majority.Shashi
Tharoor echoed a similar sentiment, saying that the government

shouldn't be too persistent about implementing the Bill.As of today,

the BJP-led NDA holds 293 MPs in its ranks, while the Congress-led
INDIA coalition has 234. Even with full attendance, the NDA lacks
the numbers required to pass bills amending the Constitution, a point
emphasised by Congress leaders.To secure the necessary two-thirds
majority, the BJP will need backing from unaffiliated parties,
assuming all MPs are present and voting.

governance model.

AAP and its leaders have ramped up
their outreach to women and
elderly voters ahead of the

Arvind Kelriwal's second big poll promise

(senior citizens) want to get

treated at a public hospital

or private hospital, the entire
treatment will be free of cost.

There will be no BPL, APL,

TPL or RPL. There will not

be any upper limit. The

Delhi government will bear

the expenses of the full

the AAP
supremo said at an event at
the party headquarters.

"The registration will start in
two to three days. But, you
don't have to go anywhere to
register. AAP volunteers will come
to your home for registration and
give you a health card," he added.

The 'Sanjeevani' scheme came days
after Kejriwal announced the
launch of the Mukhya Mantri
Mahila Samman Yojna to give
monthly assistance of Rs 1,000 to

«Arvind Kejriwal announces 'Sanjeevani' scheme
for senior citizens in Delhi

«Elderly people to get free health services from

any private or public hospital under new scheme
«AAP targets third term, focusing on women,

elderly voters ahead of polls

women in the city and promised to
raise it to Rs 2,100 after the
elections.AAP is seeking a third
consecutive full term in Delhi,
following its landslide victory in
2020, where it won 62 out of 70
seats. The upcoming elections will
serve as a test of the party's

February 2025 Assembly elections.
On December 16, during a padayatra
in the Badarpur constituency,
Kejriwal claimed a survey showed
that as many as 60 per cent of
women in Delhi are set to vote for
AAP."There must be some
shortcoming in my penance that 40
per cent of women are not voting
for me. This time, 100 per cent of
women must vote for the Aam
Aadmi Party," Kejriwal said.
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Sri Lanka’s once-
Marxist president on
Ist India trip

Unlike Nepalese PM Oli, who was not invited by
India and visited China instead, Sri Lankan
President Aruna Kumara Dissanayake, popularly
called AKD and once a Marxist, has chosen to
come to India first (December 15 to 17) before
going to China next month. Which country — India
or China — will a newly elected leader in India’s
neighbourhood visit first has become a
competitive affair.That it would be India first was
determined by geography; Delhi’s emergency
assistance of $4 billion when others, including
China, turned away during Sri Lanka’s worst
economic crisis since its independence; and
Foreign Minister Jaishankar being the first to
invite him.Conflicted by having to choose,
Colombo is calling both visits as economic
investment-related, though these will be largely
exploratory and about getting to know one
another’s interests and concerns. India is receiving
a largely unknown leader from a fringe party, not
the traditional United National Party (UNP) and
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP).

AKD is the leader of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna/National People’s Power (JVP/NPP):
the JVP having spearheaded two insurrections,
both of which Delhi helped Colombo to defeat.

The JVP, representing Sinhala nationalism, was
opposed to the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) and 13A devolution
to Tamils. The triumph of AKD and NPP came in
the aftermath of the people’s uprising following
the sovereign default of June 2021, in which the
fiercely loyal to the Rajapaksa’s Sri Lankan Army
did not intervene to keep the clan in power.

Not many Lankans had heard of AKD, but most
knew about JVP. Still, AKD and the NPP won
historic victories in presidential and parliamentary
elections in September and November, ending the
rule of the two parties and five families.

For the first time, a Tamil party did not win its
stronghold, Jaffna. Instead, it was the NPP, which
lost only Batticaloa among the country’s 25
districts. The NPP, which had just three seats,
catapulted to 159 members in a 225-seat
parliament.The small new cabinet includes two
upcountry Tamils, none from the north and no
Muslims. Only two have been ministers earlier.
Lacking experience, the government will rely
heavily on the bureaucracy. AKD has promised to
root out corruption and review the existing
contracts (including Adani’s), release land
occupied by the army, address concerns of the
minorities, including reconciliation and issues
with the United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC), and maintain neutrality between India
and China.Till recently, government ministers
would say that for security, Sri Lanka would look
to India and for economy, rely on China. This was
turned on its head during the economic meltdown.

After the fourth tranche of the $2.9-billion
International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan, AKD
decided not to renegotiate with the IMF to reduce
hardships faced by the people. Following a debt
restructuring agreement, the budget will be
presented on February 17, 2025.Bringing the
economy back on track is AKD’s biggest
challenge. Another challenge is to replace the 1978
constitution with a new one, which most executive
presidents had pledged to do, but wavered.

A prominent visitor to Colombo was US Assistant
Secretary of State Donald Lu, who promised
“unwavering support for the government’s anti-
corruption drive” and help recover funds taken
from the country. The Verite Research think tank is
conducting a study on detecting corruption in
procurement processes which will come in handy.
During the people’s uprising, “corruption at the
very top” was at the heart of the ouster of former
President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa.In India’s
neighbourhood now, there is a third player: the US.
No longer does Washington say India is in the lead,
we will follow. Instead, it says it also has its own
interests.Sri Lanka sits astride key sea trade routes
in the Indian Ocean, with the dominant

Hambantota Port with China on a 99-year lease.

THE 2024 Lok Sabha election results initially suggested
that the INDIA bloc could serve as a stable and effective
opposition to challenge the Narendra Modi government
till 2029. However, this coalition is already tottering.
The yearend is seeing the bloc heading for a premature
demise.The outcomes of the Haryana and Maharashtra
Assembly polls seem to have convinced a number of
INDIA members, including the Trinamool Congress,
Aam Aadmi Party, Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad
Pawar), Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray), Samajwadi
Party and the Rashtriya Janata Dal that the Rahul
Gandhi-Mallikarjun Kharge-led Congress is good for
nothing.As a seemingly well-thought-out strategy, AAP
came out first, announcing ‘zero space’ for the grand old
party in the Delhi Assembly elections. The remarks of
Lalu Yadav and his son Tejashwi make it clear that they
do not want the Congress in their mahagathbandhan for
the 2025 Assembly polls in Bihar.The year 2026 has
Assembly polls lined up in Kerala, Assam, West Bengal,
Puducherry and Tamil Nadu, while the 2027 calendar
has elections in Goa, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur,
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat. A cursory
look at the political situation shows that the Congress
faces the uphill task of wresting Assam from the BJP and
Kerala from the LDF and retaining Himachal. In the rest
of the states, it is either politically irrelevant or leans
heavily on allies, like the DMK in Tamil Nadu and the
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh.

This explains why there is a churn within INDIA. Alliance
politics in India is guided by certain principles and
compulsions that are missing from the INDIA story as of
now.Firstly, alliances are stitched on the basis of the
strengths of the partners, not their weaknesses. The
Congress is often weak and vulnerable when it fights
against the BJP in a direct electoral battle. Arvind
Kejriwal has, therefore, turned stern, even though the
Congress has hinted at accepting even a single-digit
figure for seat-sharing in the Delhi Assembly polls. In

Revival of India’s North Korean mission reflects strategic shift

Developments in the Korean peninsula are of greater strategic importance to India today than they were four years ago.

INDIA has decided to resume normal functioning of
its embassy in Pyongyang, North Korea. The
embassy was closed on July 2, 2021, when
Ambassador Atul Malhari Gotsurve and the entire
Indian staff at the mission packed up and left for
New Delhi via Russia.Like most things related to
North Korea, the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) never formally announced that it had shut its
embassy there. However, without any Indian staff,
let alone diplomats, no work was being done in the
world’s most reclusive consular outpost. The MEA
never named a replacement for Gotsurve in
Pyongyang and he was sent, 14 months ago, as
Ambassador to Mongolia.A technical
team and quasi-diplomatic personnel
have reached Pyongyang and they are
in the process of making the mission
functional after a protracted period of
disuse for almost three-and-a-half
years, inter-agency sources in the
government told me in New Delhi.
Their first job is to extensively debug
the building and clear it of security and
spying hazards. North Korea is
notorious for its dodgy intelligence
methods against foreigners and bad
faith in dealings with legations it has
agreed to host. [t may be months before
an ambassador heads the mission,
given Pyongyang’s notorious and
opaque burecaucracy and delays in
making even minor decisions on
foreign policy, such as agreeing to
receive anew envoy.

Meanwhile, South Korea has embarked on a journey
of engaging India along a road which has not been
traversed by any country since the Soviet Union in
the mid-1950s. This year, in a bold departure from
common practice worldwide, South Korea
celebrated its National Day in the sprawling
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. Its
embassy in India invited a few thousand Indians,
mostly young people, to join in the mass celebration.
Last year, it began its experiment of taking the
message of the most important day on the South
Korean diplomatic calendar to the multitudes of
Delhi. The mission walked away from routine
cocktail receptions in chandeliered halls, like most
embassies in India do on their national days. Instead,
thousands of young Delhiites swayed in the open to
K-pop (Korean pop music) and other instruments of
modern youth culture in Seoul, Busan, Incheon and
other big cities.Reaching out to the Indian masses

Hidden costs, denied claims a bane

was first tried in a bilateral engagement by Nikita
Khrushcheyv, leader of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, and Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai
Bulganin in 1955 in Kolkata (then Calcutta). A
smaller version of that Soviet outreach was tried in
Ahmedabad in 2020 when the Indian diplomacy
tried to sweep then US President Donald Trump off
his feet with crowds he could never muster in his
own country. The attempt was a non-starter because
Trump was defeated in his bid for re-election later
that year. But similar efforts by India and the Soviet
Union yielded rich dividends. Indo-Soviet relations
were consolidated with popular endorsement.South

Korea is trying to replicate the Indo-Soviet
successes, which flourished for several decades.
Seoul has realised that the folkloric tale of
Ayodhya’s Princess Suriratna travelling to Korea to
marry King Kim Suro in 48 AD has captured the
imagination of the Indian people. It now wants to
cement India-South Korea relations through the
people-to-people route. South Korea is looking at
relations with India in the very long term. Like
Singapore, with its policy of developing a second
arm of its economy through emerging markets like
India, a strategy the island nation has implemented
since 1991. Seoul is ready to try unconventional
methods to achieve this objective and hopes that the
results will match its efforts. After rapid strides in the
last two decades, economic relations between India
and South Korea have hit a plateau. This is partly
because the South Korean economy has slowed
down. Repeated political turmoil — the most
serious was a failed attempt by President Yoon Suk

Fix health insurance

THE shocking murder of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian

Thompson in the US, reportedly motivated by grievances
over denied claims, has ignited a global debate about
health insurance systems. While the US struggles with its
own healthcare challenges, India faces a similarly
disheartening reality. As per arecent survey, 43 per cent of
policyholders in India reported difficulties in claim
processing, ranging from rejections due to "pre-existing
conditions" to opaque exclusions hidden in fine print.
India’s health insurance sector, touted as a safety net,
often traps patients in a web of delays and financial
burdens. Claims are sometimes processed so sluggishly
that hospital discharges are delayed, forcing families to
bear additional costs. Ambiguous contracts filled with
technical jargon only worsen the plight of policyholders,
many of whom are left financially and emotionally
drained.Adding to the problem, insurance premiums have
seen staggering hikes — over 50 per cent for one in five
policyholders last year — making coverage unaffordable

for many middle-class families. This trend undermines
public trust and risks turning health insurance into an

INDIA bloc totters as Congress faces isolation

Alliances are stitched on the basis of strengths of the allies, not their weaknesses. The Congress is often weak in a direct fight with the BJP.

Kejriwal’s assessment, the Congress is a liability as far
as Delhi is concerned as the minority vote is set to switch
from the Congress to the AAP. The Congress is now
staring at the prospect of drawing a blank in the national
capital for a record third time.The ‘Kejriwal formula’ to
drive the Congress out of the state-level alliance is
emboldening the likes of Tejashwi Yadav, Mamata
Banerjee, Akhilesh Yadav, Sharad Pawar and Uddhav
Thackeray.Unfortunately, for the Congress, the
opportunity to prove its mettle would only come during
the Assam and Kerala Assembly polls of 2026. Rahul
Gandhi has issued a directive to senior party leaders and
colleagues not to respond to bloc leaders’ comments or
remarks. This is a weak and feeble attempt to let the
alliance continue.The issue of the bloc’s leadership is

constantly raised by several regional parties within the
alliance. In fact, except for the Congress, virtually
everyone in the alliance parivar has recommended or
supported Mamata as its head. She has even gone to the
extent of ‘accepting’ the responsibility. But the
Congress’ studied silence is blocking this move’s
progress.The Congress, perhaps, understands that
INDIA partners want a ‘co-equal’ status within the bloc.
Once again, the history of alliance politics in the country
says something different. Alliances have worked and
prospered whenever there has been a dominant partner
and several minor players. For example, the UDF and
LDF alliances in Kerala led by the Congress and the
CPM, respectively, or the success of the NDA under the
BJP. The Janata Party experiment of 1977, the National

Yeol to impose martial law and his subsequent
impeachment — has impacted the country’s macro-
economic activities, which depend heavily on
government support.

India has been cold to calls for South Korea to be

invited into Quad, the four-nation, amorphous group
of Australia, India, Japan and the US. Where high-
level visits took place frequently and with much
fanfare, they are now irregular. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has not visited Seoul since early
2019. The last visit to New Delhi by South Korea’s
President was a year before Modi’s trip. Foreign
ministers from both countries have met more often,
but the frequency of their exchanges has lacked
the regularity and dynamism of, say, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s engagement
with his counterpart from the UAE or
Singapore.India decided, in principle, to reopen
its valuable Pyongyang listening outpost in
February. South Block, seat of the MEA, has
been in touch with Germany and the UK, which
had already sent teams to North Korea around
that time to consider the resumption of their
diplomatic activity, which had been interrupted
by the Covid-19 pandemic. Since then, Indian
diplomats have compared notes with their
compeers in Sweden and Poland, which were
the first to reopen their embassies in
Pyongyang.New Delhi’s initiative gained
urgency in November after Trump won the US
presidential election. In his first presidential
term, Trump had said about North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un that “we fell in love”. They
met three times, which was without precedent. It is
likely that Trump would revive his summit
diplomacy with Kim when he returns to the White
House. Even if those summits do not yield concrete
results, Trump relishes the worldwide media
attention it gives him. It was partly diversionary
when he was President. It deflected criticism from
real problems in the US.Developments in the
Korean peninsula are of greater strategic importance
to India today than they were four years ago. North
Korea is a more emboldened military factor in East
Asia now than it ever has been. New Delhi would
want to ensure that Pyongyang’s new and bigger
arsenal of hypersonic and short-range weapons does
not have any place in Pakistan’s offensive military
thinking.India also wants to calibrate North Korea’s
stepped-up ties with Russia against its own overall
security paradigm. A listening post in Pyongyang
with a competent ambassador would be a significant
strategic asset for South Block.

unsustainable financial burden rather than a source
ofrelief. The lessons from the US are clear: distrust
between stakeholders-insurers, healthcare
providers and patients leads to systemic failures.
India must urgently address this mistrust by
strengthening transparency and accountability
within the insurance sector. Models like managed
care, which integrate healthcare delivery with
insurance, can reduce costs and improve patient
outcomes.

The Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of
India must enforce stricter transparency norms,
ensure grievance redress mechanisms and penalise
unscrupulous practices. Strengthening public
systems like Ayushman Bharat can complement
these measures by reducing dependence on private
insurers. The growing disenchantment with health

insurance calls for meaningful reforms. India cannot

afford a system that prioritises profit over patient welfare.

Front (1989) and the United Front (1996) were a disaster
simply because they were based on the ‘co-equal’
recipe.The Congress, even in terms of diminishing
returns, fancies itself as the first among equals due to the
virtue of having 100-odd seats in the Lok
Sabha.Interestingly, the leadership of an alliance was
seldom sought in the past. Morarji Desai became the
Prime Minister not because he was the best or a
contender but for a reason — to keep Charan Singh in
check. NT Rama Rao became the National Front
convener in 1988-89 because he was not a contender for
the post that saw Devi Lal’s nomination; later, the
coveted post was offered to VP Singh. During the days
of HD Deve Gowda and Inder Kumar Gujral, TDP
leader and Andhra Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu
acted as convener and kingmaker of a short-lived United
Front. In the Vajpayee era of unstable alliance politics,
George Fernandes was chosen as the NDA convener.
Rama Rao, Naidu or Fernandes were never heard
hankering for a post that was offered to them. Ditto for
Desai, Devi Lal, Gowda and Gujral. The Congress
would want Mamata to know this.The stalwart who can
communicate it all is Sharad Pawar. But after the
November 23 Maharashtra verdict, Pawar is a king
without a kingdom, bitter and lonely. He is looking for a
scapegoat for his party’s horrible performance in
Maharashtra. And, the Congress fits the bill. While
Pawar looks for a humiliating merger with nephew Ajit
Pawar-led NCP, he is plotting with Mamata and Kejriwal
to pin the blame on the Congress.The Congress is
missing an effective manager like Ahmed Patel to launch
a counter-offensive or a cogent strategy. The three
Gandhis and Kharge may look powerful, but deep inside,
they are vulnerable and incapable of reaching out to
mavericks like Mamata, Kejriwal, Lalu and
Pawar.Lastly, it must be remembered that the birth of
alliances is announced with a lot of pomp and show, but
their death goes unnoticed.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
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Rohit Sharma avoids Mohammed

Shami question after Gabba draw:
NCA should answer

New Delhi India captain Rohit Sharma
humorously sidestepped questions about
pacer Mohammed Shami’s availability for
the ongoing Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
stating that only the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) could provide clarity on
his fitness. Following India’s hard-fought
draw in the third Test against Australia at the
Gabba, speculation intensified regarding
potential changes in India’s bowling attack
for the series' remainder.Shami’s name has
been a constant topic amongst Indian cricket
fans, who are eager to see the experienced
bowler join forces with Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Siraj. However, lingering
concerns over Shami’s recovery from an
ankle surgery in November 2023 have left
the Indian management cautious.
Addressing the media post-match, Rohit
emphasised that the NCA would need to
certify Shami’s readiness before any
decision could be made about his inclusion
in the Test squad."l think it's high time
somebody from NCA talked about him.
That's our national cricket academy where

he is rehabing. Those guys are the ones who
need to come up and give us some kind of
update. But look, [ understand he's playing a
lot of cricket back home, but there have been
some complaints about his knee as well. The
last thing you want is the player coming here
and then pulling out in the middle of the
game. You know what happens when that
kind of thing happens," Rohit said.

"There's no way we want to take that chance
unless we are like, not a hundred percent,
200 hundred percent sure. We're not going to
take any risk. But yeah, like I said in the last
press conference, the door is open. If those
guys at the NCA feel that he's okay to go and
recovered, and play, I will be happy to have
him," he addedShami, currently at the NCA
in Bengaluru, has declared himself available
for the upcoming Vijay Hazare Trophy. This
development has complicated the possibility
of his joining the Indian Test squad in
Australia anytime soon.

Shami since his return from injury

The veteran pacer has been out of international
action since the ODI World Cup Final.
Following surgery and an extensive
rehabilitation program, Shami marked his
competitive return in the Ranji Trophy after
India’s dismal 3-0 Test series whitewash
against New Zealand. He also impressed in
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, further
fuelling calls for his inclusion in the ongoing
Australia series.

Vinicius Jinior and Aitana
Bonmati win FIFA best player

of the year awards

DOHA. Real Madrid star Vinicius Janior
finally got his hands on a big global player
award on Tuesday.Vinicius was named the
men's player of the year at the FIFA's "The
Best" awards, where Barcelona playmaker
Aitana Bonmati continued to clean up in the
prizes for women's soccer.The 24-year-old
Vinicius was so disappointed to lose out to
Manchester City midfielder Rodri for the
Ballon d'Or in October that he and his
Madrid team snubbed the ceremony in Paris
in protest.This time Rodri ended up second
to Vinicius by five points. The Brazil forward
was at the FIFA ceremony to collect his
award having travelled to Doha on Monday
with Madrid for the Intercontinental Cup
final against Pachuca."l don't even know
where to begin," Vinicius said in Portuguese.
"It was so far away that it seemed impossible
to get here. I was a kid who only played

football barefoot on the streets of Sao
Gongalo, close to poverty and crime.

"Getting here is something very important to
me. I'm doing it for many children who think
that everything is impossible and who think
they can't get here."Vinicius echoed those
sentiments in an Instagram post, where he
took a thinly-disguised dig at presumably the
Ballon d'Or voters — journalists from the top
100 countries in the FIFA rankings."Today I
am writing to that boy who saw so many
idols lift this trophy... your time has come,"
he wrote. "Or rather, my time has come. The
time to say ... yes, I am the best player in the
world and I fought hard for it."They tried and
still try to invalidate me, to diminish me. But
they are not prepared. No one is going to tell
me who I should fight for, how I should
behave."Vinicius has been subjected to racist
abuse in Spain and at one point earlier this
year said he was "losing my desire to play"
but added "I'll keep fighting."Bonmati won
the award for best women's player of the year
making it back-to-back prizes.
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The rumours had

There was not going to be an opportunity for
Rana to start in our 11: Gujarat coach Klinger

e Gujarat Giants coach shed
light on some additions and
some omissions ahead of the
third season of Women's

Premier League.

—_—

CHENNAI. Gujarat Giants, after finishing
last in the back-to-back Women's Premier
League points table, went into the mini-
auction looking to make a few important
changes.In an exclusive interaction with
TNIE, the Australian coach Michael Klinger
explained the auction strategies, hopes for
his players and future plans. Excerpt...

On acquiring West Indies' Deandra Dottin

She was definitely our target in that first set for
a few reasons. She's a match winner. She
brings power to our batting lineup and she
can bowl four quality overs for us, especially
through the middle and death and she's such
a versatile player and a match winner and
she's been part of championship teams
recently and, and that's what we were after.

I watched her closely recently in the WBBL.
She is someone who we're excited to have

with us.

On retaining Sayali Satghare in the squad

With Sayali, I suppose it's unusual for a team
to bring in areplacement last year. She didn't
get a game for us, but we retained her. Her
performance in domestic cricket has been
fantastic. She bowls during difficult period,
she bowls in the power play, she bowls at the
death. She bats in the top six in domestic
cricket. So we know she can give us some
useful runs if required. We know she can add
avalue in the batting area as well. So we had
a camp recently with our local players and
she was outstanding there as well. With the
ball and her execution when we tried to put a
bit of extra pressure on and set scenarios was
fantastic. We are really looking forward to
having her in the squad and no doubt she'll
win some matches for us this year.

On breaking bank for Simran Shaikh

Leading into the auction, we probably didn't
think she would go that high but she was a
player of interest for us in particular because
of her power and the strike rate that she
batted at in the recent Challenger Trophy.
Her strike rate was over 200. That's very rare
in women's cricket.We feel that we have a
local batting group who can play a very
similar way to probably a lot of the other
batters that were available. So we were
looking at someone different and someone

who could bring power to our squad and she
was that player.She's had a taste of WPL in
season one with UP. We're really excited to
have her here and feel that she can win some
matches for us with a style about it.

On not picking former Giants captain Sneh
Rana

When we were strategising around the players
we were looking to retain, there was a clear
strategy to pick players who we thought
would have the chance of starting in our 11.
With us having Ashleigh Gardner as our
main offspinner and then two good left
unorthodox in Mannat Kashyap, Tanuja
Kanwar and of course with Priya Mishra,
there was just not going to be an opportunity
for her to start in our 11. And Sneh just didn't
quite fit that, but it was a really tough
decision because she is a high quality player,
I think when we made that decision, it was

R Ashwin retires: Nothing but respect for
him, says Australia's Nathan Lyon

New Delhi. Australia off-spinner Nathan
Lyon paid arich tribute to R Ashwin after the
Indian spin maestro announced his
retirement from all forms of international
cricket on Wednesday. Lyon said he had
"nothing but respect" for Ashwin and hailed
his skillset as "incredible."Speaking to
reporters after the Brisbane Test, which
ended in a draw, Ashwin revealed that
Wednesday would be his last day
representing India in all formats. Widely
regarded as one of the greatest off-spinners
in Indian cricket history, Ashwin served the
national team with distinction. Across all
formats, he played 106 Tests, 116 ODIs, and
65 T20Is, taking a remarkable 775
wickets."Nothing but respect (for Ashwin).
Just the way Ash has conducted himself on
and off the field for a number of years now,
and his skill set is incredible. We've got
different opinions on different things,
there's no right or wrong. But to have those
conversations with a bowler like Ashwin is
amazing," Lyon said while speaking to Fox
Cricket.Earlier in the day, the Indian spinner
spent considerable time talking with Lyon.
Lyon said the duo spoke about 'different
variations, different tactics and

understanding what he's trying to do'. "We
are both very different. So our conversation
this morning was brilliant and I hope we

have more through the series and in the
future as well," Lyon said.

Ashwin, who played in the Adelaide Test, had

to make way for Ravindra Jadeja in the third
match of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy. India
used three different spinners in the first three
Tests of the series, with the team
management opting for Washington Sundar
in the opening Test in Perth.Asked about
this, Lyon told the Australian broadcaster:
"It's an interesting question. You've got
someone sitting [on the bench] with 530-odd
Test wickets and I'm walking to the ground,
scratching my head, saying "What are you

doing?'. He's proven that he is one of the
world's best spin bowlers to ever play the
game." Ashwin's retirement comes in the
middle of the India vs Australia Test series.
He played just one Test in the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy. He was
named in the playing XI for the second
Test in Adelaide, which Australia won
by ten wickets. In the match, Ashwin
took just one wicket and recorded
scores of 22 and 7. Ashwin has long
served Indian cricket and is inarguably
one of the greatest off-spinners the
country has ever produced. He played
106 Tests, 116 ODIs, and 65 T20Is for
India, taking 775 wickets across all
formats.In Tests, Ashwin has claimed
his wickets at an impressive average of 24
and a strike rate of 50.7, including 37 five-
wicket hauls. His achievements extend far
beyond these figures. Ashwin retires as the
seventh-highest wicket-taker in Test history
and holds the distinction of being the highest
wicket-taking off-spinner in the format.
However, Nathan Lyon is expected to
surpass this record in the future.Lyon said he
expected Ashwin to play in Melbourne and
Sydney. However, Ashwin called time on his
career later in the day. "[It] more than
surprises me (that Ashwin didn't play).

Gabba Test: Convinced R Ashwin to stay for
pink-ball Test, reveals Rohit Sharma

New Delhi. India captain Rohit
Sharma has revealed that he asked
R Ashwin to stay on for the pink-
ball Test after the spinner
announced his retirement from the
game after the match in Gabba.
Ashwin, who played the game in
Adelaide, wasn't picked in the side
for the matches in Perth and
Brisbane.After a glorious career,
Ashwin decided to announce
during the post-match press
conference that he has retired from
international cricket completely.
Speaking about the retiring
spinner, Rohit revealed that he came to
know about Ashwin's decision when he had
arrived in Perth. The India captain revealed
that Ashwin understood the team's plans and
the combinations they would be going with
and hence decided to make the call after the
match in Brisbane."I heard R Ashwin’s

retirement when I came to Perth. I was not
there for the first few days of the Test. This
was in his mind since then. There are
obviously a lot of things that went behind it.
Ashwin, when he is in position, will be able
to answer that. He understands the kind of
combinations we are thinking. When we

came here as well, we were not sure
which spinner was going to play.
We just wanted to assess and see
what kind of conditions we get in
front of us. But yeah, when I arrived
in Perth, we had a chat and
somehow convinced him to stay for
the pink-ball Test match. It
happened so that he felt 'if I am not
needed right now in the series, then
I am better off saying goodbye to
the game.

“Keeping Ashwin in mind, if this is
what he thinks, we should allow
him to think that way. We should all

standby his call. That is what I am thinking

right now and that's the same mindset of

Gautam Gambhir as well. It's important a

player like him who has had great moments

with the team is allowed to make such a

call," said Rohit during the press

conference.

justafter she got 10 wickets in a Test match.
She's not in the Indian white-ball squads
either. She's a very good white ball player, I
was pretty confident she would get picked
up elsewhere and get an opportunity maybe
to play elsewhere. It hasn't turned out that
way for her. It was great to have her around
the group.
On England's Danielle Gibson
I think she's a high quality player. We were
very lucky to get her at base price. Probably
what helped us with that is she has been
injured the last few weeks but she's back
playing now.
hat probably helped not having other people
bidding for her, but she adds a huge amount
of versatility for us. She's a fantastic bowler
combined in all phases and can bowl very
well at the depth one of the best fielders in
the women's game and a power hitter.
On Prakashika Naik getting anod
Prakashika Naik is another leg spinner who's
probably been the best performing leg
spinner in domestic game, especially the
Challenger Trophy. We have Priya Mishra
who's going great with India at the moment,
but maybe on occasion when we decide to
play two leg spinners if conditions suit.
They're gold dust in men's or women's cricket
if you get the right conditions and have two
high-quality leg spinners in the team.

Virat Kohli reacts to R Ashwin
retirement: When you told me, it
made me emotional

Former captain Virat Kohli said R Ashwin

made him emotional when he told him about
his decision to retire. In a heartwarming post
on social media, Kohli paid tribute to the most
successful Indian off-spinner, wishing him
the best for his post-retirement career.

Virat Kohli highlighted R Ashwin's match-

winning contributions in Test cricket and said
the off-spinner would be 'remembered as a
legend of Indian cricket'. Ashwin retired from
international cricket on Wednesday, minutes
after the third Test of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy ended in a rain-affected draw."I have
played with you for 14 years and when you
told me today you're retiring, it made me a bit
emotional and the flashbacks of all those
years playing together came to me. ['ve
enjoyed every bit of the journey with you ash,
your skill and match-winning contributions to
Indian cricket are second to none and you will

always and always be remembered as a
legend of Indian cricket," Virat Kohli said in
his post."Wish you nothing but the best in
your life with your family and everything else
that it unfolds for you. With massive respect
and lots of love to you and your close ones.
Thanks for everything buddy," he addedVirat
Kohli and R Ashwin shared a warm embrace
during a rain interruption in the dressing room
at Gabba, Brisbane on Wednesday, December
18. Ashwin and Kohli were engaged in an
intense chat on Day 5 of the third Test, leading
to retirement rumours.Ashwin ensured the
rumours did not stay long as he announced his
retirement from all formats of international
cricket right after the end of the third Test.
Ashwin attended the press conference along
with India captain Rohit Sharma to confirm
his decision.R Ashwin's rose to the pinnacle
of Test cricket came under Virat Kohli's
captaincy. He picked up 293 wickets in 55
Tests, including 21 five-wicket hauls.

Ashwin played an integral role in India's home

series dominance during Virat Kohli's era as
captain between 2014 and 2021.

Ashwin was named the ICC Cricketer of the

Year and ICC Test Cricketer of the Year in
2016, becoming only the third Indian to win
the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for his
remarkable all-round performances that year.

R Ashwin retires: Sunil Gavaskar criticises
[ ] [ ] [ ] '
timing of spinner's unforeseen call

Sunil Gavaskar was critical of R
Ashwin's decision to retire from all
formats of the game midway through
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy on
Wednesday, December 18. Ashwin
made the decision right after the
Gabha Test ended in a draw.

New Delhi. Sunil Gavaskar has been critical of

the timing of R Ashwin's retirement call,
claiming that the spinner should have made
the decision after the end of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. Ashwin would make the
shock call after the Gabba Test on
Wednesday, December 18, after the match
ended inadraw.

started to come in on
Wednesday morning when Ashwin was seen

sharing a warm embrace with
Virat Kohli in the dressing room
as the game was halted by rain.
Ashwin would then appear
alongside Rohit Sharma in the
post-match press conference
and announce his decision to the |
reporters. Speaking to the
broadcasters, Gavaskar said that
the shock call had now left the
Indian squad one man short. The
Indian legend feels that Ashwin |
could have had a chance to
make it to the side during the
Sydney, where the pitch could
have offered support to
spinners.He could have said, listen after the
end of the series, I won't be available for
selection for India. What it does is that,
similarly when MS Dhoni retired at the end
of the 3rd Test in 2014-15 series, it leaves

you one short. The selection committee has
picked so many players for a tour with a
purpose. If there are any injuries they can
select from the reserve players to have in the
team. So, Sydney is somewhere where there

is a lot of support on offer for
spinners. So India could have
played with 2 spinners. You
never know. He could have been
there for sure. I don't know how
the pitch in Melbourne will be
like."Normally, you tend to
look at the end of the series.
That's it. In the middle, it is not
usual," said Gavaskar.When
asked if Washington Sundar
was ahead of Ashwin in the
pecking order, Gavaskar said
that could be the case. The
Indian legend ended by hailing
Ashwin as a fine
cricketer."Maybe Washington Sundar is
ahead of him. Rohit said he is flying out
tomorrow. So that's the end of Ashwin as an
international cricketer. He has been one heck
of'a cricketer," said Gavaskar.
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Reveals Why She Said YesTo
_ Vicky Kaushal's Chhaava

;
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ashmlka Mandanna, riding high on the Y- 2% !“

success of Pushpa 2, is gearing up for her R A 4]

next big project, Chhaava in which she Py .
stars alongside Vicky Kaushal In a recent 3 & Py 1
interview, Rashmika shared her initial ,‘l',j‘.‘. = 1
reaction when she was offered the role. . > N

Rashmika, who is predominantly known for

her work in South Indian cinema, admitted

that she was initially taken aback when the

filmmakers approached her to play a

Maharashtrian queen.In conversation

with Pinkvilla, Rashmika Mandanna

revealed what she promptly said after

hearing the script for Chhaava the

first time. She recalled, “The first

narration of Chhaava I heard, the

film team were in touch with the

managers and they called me -

into their office. They told me

who it is about and that is

something...Its huge. And for me

in my head I am thinking I am from

South, how can you think about me

playing a Maharashtrian queen. Let

me just ask you this basic question- Me!

How? What is going on? But the second I

heard the script for the first time in my life I

didn’ttake a second to say yes." .
Rashmika Mandanna spoke fondly of her ° . |

transformation for Chhaava, describing how L

surprised she was during her look test. Not only did P

R [ |
she look the part of a Maharashtrian queen, but her facial '.’i :
features, body language, and overall style also seemed to L S
align with the role in a way she hadn’t anticipated. She 1

remarked, “Suddenly, my features, my body language, and
everything changed."In addition, the actress praised her co-
star, Vicky Kaushal, and director Laxman Utekar for their
incredible contributions to the film. She gushed about Vicky’s
performance, saying, “He has killed it," and expressed
admiration for Laxman Utekar’s craft. She couldn’t help but
be in awe of their work, commenting, “My God, I can’t. 'm
all gushing all over like their craft like it’s amazing."

Vicky Kaushal, Rashmika Mandanna, and Akshaye Khanna,
among others, feature in Chhaava, which tells the narrative
ofabrave historical figure, the Maratha king Sambhaji. The
film was expected to compete with Pushpa 2 at the box
office. However, the producers eventually moved the
release date to February 14,2024.
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angana Ranaut

Critiques Bollywood, Praises South Films: 'They
Are Obsessed With Abs, Bikes And Babes’

I < angana Ranaut has shared her views on the rising success of South Indian films compared to Bollywood

at the box office. According to the actor, one of the main reasons behind this trend is that Hindi films
have increasingly lost touch with reality.Speaking at Agenda Aaj Tak, Kangana was asked about the
massive popularity of Allu Arjun’s Pushpa franchise and how it compares to the current situation in
Bollywood. She remarked, “Pehele toh mujhe nahi lagta ke Bollywood or Hindi cinema ne mainstream
hone ka theka liya hua hai (I don’t think Bollywood can be dubbed as mainstream). They are not
mainstream by any standard. Our films should be defined as the Indian film industry, one industry in
which every type of audience is addressed."
Kangana attributed the success of Pushpa 2 to the relatable character Allu Arjun portrays, a daily wage
worker. She pointed out Bollywood’s detachment from reality as a major issue. “People in Bollywood
live in a bubble. And that is one of the biggest reasons |
have a problem with them. Kyunki yeh log bubble se
nikalna nahi chahte han (They don’t want to come out
of the bubble). All they need is to go to the gym, take |
protein shakes, take injections. They don’t have any
connection with reality," she said.The actor further
emphasized that such roles would rarely attract
Bollywood stars. “Inko chaiyeh six pack abs, hot
babe, beach, bike, item number bas bahut hai (They
want six pack abs, hot babe, beaches, bike and item
numbers. That’s enough for them)... It is important
to have a reality check," she concluded.Pushpa: The
Rise became a pan-India phenomenon upon its |
release in 2021, grossing over ?136 crore in Telugu
and ?106 crore in its Hindi-dubbed version, making
it Allu Arjun’s highest-grossing film. Its songs and dialogues resonated with audiences across the
Hindi-speaking regions.Now, the sequel, Pushpa 2: The Rule, continues Pushpa Raj’s journey,
showing his rise from a daily wage earner to the leader of a red sanders smuggling syndicate.
Rashmika Mandanna reprises her role as Srivalli, Pushpa’s wife, standing by him against his
estranged family. Fahadh Faasil returns as police officer Bhanwar Singh Shekawat, still
grappling with the humiliation he faced in the first film. The sequel ends with a setup for the next
installment, Pushpa 3: The Rampage.
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Kajol Drops Throwback Pics From

K3G Sets: 'They Just Don't Make
Them Lik They Used To'

aran Johar’s Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
Gham... is undoubtedly one of the
classic films of all time. The movie,
released on December 14, 2001, with an
ensemble cast featuring Kajol, Shah Rukh
Khan, Jaya Bachchan, Amitabh Bachchan,
Kareena Kapoor, Hrithik Roshan and others,
has etched a special place in millions of hearts.
Today, as the movie completed 23 years since
its release, Kajol dropped some mesmerising
photos from the sets of the musical romance
drama, leaving her fans in complete nostalgia.
On Instagram, Kajol walked down memory lane
and posted a couple of photos clicked while
filming Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham... The
first photo featured Big B with his wife,
portrayed by Jaya Bachchan in the film,
alongside their on-screen sons and their loved
counterparts. All six of them were seemingly
grooving to the beats of the song, Bole
Chudiyan, sung by Jatin-Lalit, while the candid
moment was captured. The following two
photos showed Kajol cuddled up with SRK in
romantic poses while looking gorgeous as ever
in ared saree. The superstar, on the other hand,
looked handsome in an all-black outfit.
Alongside it, Kajol revealed her honest opinions
about cinema and penned in the caption, “Life,
love and laughter. They just don’t make them
like they used to anymore. 23 years and some
fabulous memories later...." And we simply
can’t deny it. Such movies are for a lifetime.
She even hashtagged the post with words like
“23 years of K3G", “K3G" and “memories".
Within no time after Kajol made the post, her fans
were left in nostalgia. Social media users
started rooting for a Kajol and SRK reunion on-
screen under the banner of Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions. One user commented, “A
movie that never gets tired of watching," while
another said, “Fav movie since childhood!!!" A
social media user wrote a meaningful note
mentioning, “Absolutely... 23 years of this
masterpiece K3G... @kajol You’re too good
there... Just watched it yesterday with the
whole family... And coincidentally, you

Sandeep Reddy V;nga’sy.Spirit:
Kareena, Saif And Mrunal Thakur
May Join Prabhas in Cop Thriller

fter the massive success of Kabir Singh

and Animal, Sandeep Reddy Vanga is

gearing up for his next ambitious project
in Hindi cinema. Earlier this year, Pinkvilla
had reported that Vanga is set to begin shooting
for the Prabhas-led Spirit in the first quarter of
2025, aiming for a 2026 release. The pre-
production work for this high-octane cop
thriller is currently underway, including
casting, and Pinkvilla has learned that Sandeep
Reddy Vanga and producer Bhushan Kumar
are in talks with Mrunal Thakur for the female
lead.According to a source close to the
development, discussions are ongoing with
Mrunal Thakur to play the female lead
opposite Prabhas in Spirit. The source
revealed, “Spirit is the most ambitious and
awaited films of Indian Cinema, and the
makers are going all out to have the best and
most talented actors of world cinema on board
the film. While Prabhas is locked to play the
role of a cop, the conversations are in progress
with Mrunal Thakur, Saif Ali Khan, and
Kareena Kapoor with the latter two for the
negative turn."

The insider further shared that Spirit is set to
redefine the cop-action genre in Indian
cinema, promising a unique narrative. “It’s a
story like never before, in the template of a
commercial Indian Film. There are good
people and bad people in the tale, but with a lot
of elements of grey that Vanga is known for.
Every character has a purpose, and it’s among
the most ambitious films for Sandeep Reddy
Vanga. The writing work and prep is going on
in full swing, and the ones who have heard the
narration inform that Vanga is going to
reintroduce Prabhas like never before in
Spirit," the source added. Bhushan Kumar is
reportedly fully backing Vanga’s vision for the
project.

Additionally, fans can look forward to a unique
dynamic between Saif Ali Khan and Kareena
Kapoor, as the real-life couple will be playing a
pair of antagonists in Spirit. The source added,
“It’s the first time that a real-life couple will be
playing a negative role as a couple in a feature
film. The two will also have a lot of action to do
alongside Prabhas and other members. The
paperwork for all the talents is yet to be done,
as the discussions for monetary terms are
underway."Produced by Bhushan Kumar and
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Spirit is set to hit the
big screen in 2026. Once the project wraps,
Vanga will shift his focus to his next venture,
Animal Park with Ranbir Kapoor, scheduled to
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