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How Social Media Restricted
Palestinian News And
Boosted Israel's

Facebook has been accused of severely restricting
Palestinian news outlets' ability to reach their
audience during the Israel-Gaza war. A BBC analysis
of Facebook data revealed a steep drop in audience
engagement for newsrooms in the Palestinian
territories, including Gaza and the West Bank, since
October 2023.This decline in engagement is
surprising, given that social media has become a vital
source of updates for those wanting to hear more
voices from inside Gaza. Facebook pages for news
outlets like Palestine TV, Wafa news agency, and
Palestinian Al-Watan News have been crucial in
providing updates to millions of followers
worldwide.Since the war began, outside reporters
have been allowed to enter Gaza if escorted by the
Israeli army.Although during wars, audience
engagement is expected to rise, the data analysis
showed a 77% decline in engagement for Palestinian-
based news organisations, while Israeli news
organisations saw a 37% increase in engagement
during the same period.Meta, Facebook's owner,
denies deliberately suppressing particular voices,
stating that any such implication is "unequivocally
false".Palestine TV has 5.8 million followers on
Facebook and journalists working there showed a
60% drop in the number of people seeing their
posts."Interaction was completely restricted, and our
posts stopped reaching people," says Tariq Ziad, a
journalist at the channel.Shadow-ban is when a social
media platform bans a user's content without
notifying the user, and Palestinian journalists fear the
same has happened with their online content. BBC ran
a data analysis on 20 Israeli news channels such as
Yediot Ahronot, Isracl Hayom and Channel 13, which
also posted war-related content but their audience
engagement increased by 37%.However, leaked
documents and internal messages suggest that
Instagram, another Meta-owned platform, increased
its moderation of Palestinian user comments after
October 2023. This change was made to respond to a
"spike in hateful content" coming out of the
Palestinian territories, according to Meta.

New Russian Law Will
Remove Taliban's "Terrorist"

Label, HTS Could Be Next

Moscow.The Russian parliament has passed a law that
would allow courts to suspend bans on groups
designated as terrorist organisations by Moscow.
The new law, passed by parliament's lower house,
the State Duma, paved the way for Moscow to
normalise ties with the Afghan Taliban and
potentially with the new leadership of Syria.lt
outlines a legal mechanism for groups to be removed
from the country's official banned list of outlawed
"terrorist" organisations by order of a court if they
cease terrorist-related activity. Under the law,
Russia's Prosecutor General could file a request with
a court outlining that a banned group has "ceased" its
activities "in support of terrorism." A judge could
then rule to remove the designation.

The Taliban was in the first batch of groups to be added
to the banned list, in February 2003, and Syria's HTS
was added in 2020.The Kremlin has been courting
relations with the Taliban after the Islamist group
seized power in August 2021 as US-led forces staged
a chaotic withdrawal after 20 years of war. President
Vladimir Putin said in July that the Taliban was now
an ally in fighting terrorism.

However, the Taliban's expected removal from
Russia's terrorist registry would not amount to a
formal recognition of its government, or what it calls
the "Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan" - a move no
country in the world has yet made.

There are also calls in Moscow for the removal of
Syrian group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)--that
spearheaded the toppling of President Bashar al-
Assad this month-- from Moscow's list of banned
terror groups.The leader of Russia's Muslim region
of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov, on Monday said
Russia needed ties to the new Syrian authorities to
ensure stability and prevent a humanitarian
catastrophe. Kadyrov is seen as a close Putin ally.

UK Pledges New $286 Million
Defence Package For Ukraine

London.Britain on Thursday unveiled a package of
£163;225 million ($286 million) in new military aid
to Ukraine for next year, including drones, boats and
air defence systems.The move came after the UK's
Defence Secretary John Healey visited Kyiv on
Wednesday, holding talks with his Ukrainian
counterpart Rustem Umerov and vowing to step up
British support to Ukraine in 2025.Three years since
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the
invasion of Ukraine "the depths of his
miscalculation are clearer than ever, as the brave
people of Ukraine continue to defy all expectations
with their unbreakable spirit," Healey said.

"But they cannot go it alone," Healey added, vowing
the UK's support for Kyiv was "ironclad" and
Britain would always stand "shoulder to shoulder to
ensure Putin cannot win".

In July, the new Labour government vowed to commit
£163;3 billion a year in military aid to Ukraine until
2030-2031.The new package will include
&#163;92 million for equipment to bolster
Ukraine's navy, including small boats,
reconnaissance drones and uncrewed surface
vessels, the defence ministry said in a statement.

A further £163;68 million will be used for air defence
equipment including radars, and 1,000 counter-
drone electronic warfare systems at a cost of
£163;39 million would be supplied to the Ukrainian
army.Healey said the UK would also boost a
training programme for Ukrainian soldiers run with
key allies on British soil known as Operation
Interflex, under which 51,000 recruits have been
trained since mid-2022."With Putin resorting to
sending as many as 2,000 Russian soldiers to their
deaths on the battlefield each day, it is critical that
Ukraine is supported with a supply of properly
trained and equipped soldiers," the ministry
statement said.

Airstrikes hit Yemen's capital, port city
after Houthi attack targets Israel

DUBAL A series of intense airstrikes shook
Yemen's rebel-held capital and a port city
early Thursday, shortly after a Houthi
missile targeted central Israel.Ilt wasn't

immediately clear who launched the
strikes on Sanaa, which the Iranian-backed

Houthis have held for over a decade.

The Houthis also reported strikes in Hodeida
as well. But initial information on the
targets of the attack and the timing
suggested Israel may have conducted the
assault.Houthi-controlled media reported
the strikes, but offered no immediate
information on casualties nor damage. The

al-

Masirah said that some of the strikes

Houthi-controlled satellite channel

targeted power stations in the capital,

well as the Ras Isa oil terminal on the Red
145
kilometers (90 miles) southwest of Sanaa,

Sea.Rebel-held Hodeida, some

as

has been key for food shipments into

Yemen as its decadelong war has gone on.
There's also longstanding suspicion that
weapons from Iran have been transferred “Rocket and missile sirens were sounded
through the port.The strikes happened just
after the Israeli military said its air force

intercepted a missile launched from Yemen
before it entered the country’s territory.

following the possibility of falling debris
from the interception,” the Israeli military

Indian-Origin Man Jailed For Life For
Mother’s Murder At UK Home

London. A 48-year-old Indian-origin
man who attacked his 76-year-old
mother in their family home in
Leicester, eastern England, has been
found guilty of murder and sentenced
to life imprisonment. Sindeep Singh
was arrested after Leicestershire
Police discovered the deceased,
Bhajan Kaur, with significant injuries
to her head and face on May 13.
Following a 16-day trial at Leicester
Crown Court, Singh was found guilty
of murder and sentenced this week to
life in prison with a minimum term of
31 years behind bars before being
considered for parole. “This was a
deeply disturbing case which
uncovered the lengths Singh went to, to
cover his tracks,” said Detective Chief
Inspector Mark Sinski from the East
Midlands Special Operations Unit
Murder Investigation Team. ‘“After
killing his mother, Singh went out and
bought a sack barrow and spade to dig
up the garden. He intended burying
Mrs Kaur’s body but was disturbed
before he could do that. The house had
been cleaned and there was a very
strong smell of disinfectant. There was
clear evidence showing the planning
after her death,” he said.
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The detective revealed that when Singh
was approached by officers, he
provided false details and initially
claimed to have no knowledge of the

incident. But during the police
investigation, it was established that
Singh acted following several
arguments over the ownership of the
family home, which he believed had
been left to him by his late father.

“This has been an extremely distressing
and challenging time for Mrs Kaur’s
family, they have been left devastated
at the loss of their dear mother. They
have shown immense courage and
dignity throughout the investigation

and subsequent legal proceedings,” he
said. “It is unfortunate that this case
ended with a trial and the family had to
sit through the proceedings and listen
to the details of Mrs Kaur’s final
moments. This is in no way easy for
them —they’ve lost a loved one and will
now have to live with the fact that Mrs
Kaur’s life was takn by one of their
own,” he added. The court heard how
previously Kaur had reported Singh for
his behaviour and he was even arrested
on suspicion of controlling and
coercive behaviour and released on bail
while those enquiries were ongoing.
The investigation revealed that Singh
had been living in his car on the
driveway of the home, and on the day
of the murder, Kaur had let him into the
house. CCTV evidence showed Singh
leaving the property later on the same
day and going to purchase a sack and
spade from a nearby shop. He then
returned to the house on Bolsover
Street and when relatives were unable
to get hold of Kaur, they went to her
home where they discovered her body.
When police officers arrived at the
scene, they also found that ground in
the rear garden had been dug up
creating a large hole.

World Leaders On Speed-Dial: How Elon
Musk Is Causing Geopolitical Tremors

Washington DC.It isn't unthinkable that
the world's richest person can pull more
than just a few strings with top
politicians, but Elon Musk seems to be
investing himself in the political world
with such intensity that analysts now
wonder if there is a larger plan.Last
week Elon Musk created history by
breaking his own previous record and
becoming the first person to have a net
worth of more than 400 billion dollars.
In just six days, he has added nearly
another 100 billion ($86 billion) and is
knocking on the 500-billion-dollar
mark. In the last one year, Musk has
added $257 billion to his net worth - $7
billion more than the entire net worth of
Jeff Bezos - the second-most richest
person globally.But Musk is not just
riding the high wave when it comes to
business, he is now doing the same in
geopolitics. Having being included in
the Trump Administration 2.0, Elon
Musk finds himself immersed in the
world of politics. Though he was
deeply involved with Donald Trump's

campaign and is partially credited for
the latter's win in the US elections, he
now seems to be backing - or rather,
influencing - leaders from beyond the
United States.US DONE, MUSK
SETSEYES ON UK

From supporting one firebrand leader to
now backing another one - this time in
the UK - Elon Musk has held extensive
talks with anti-immigration hardliner
Nigel Farage. The discussions between
the two were largely focused on Musk
funding Farage's hard-right party
'Reform UK'Elon Musk, who now
freely uses Donald Trump's Florida
resort estate-cum-residence, Mar-a-
Lago, as his political office, invited
Nigel Farage for a meeting earlier this
week.Writing about it in British daily
The Telegraph, Mr Farage confirmed
that "the issue of money was
discussed", though the two could not
agree on the amount in question by the
end of that meeting. "There will be
ongoing negotiations on that score," Mr
Farage added.Sharing details about the

meeting, that will most certainly raise
eyebrows in the UK's two main
political party offices - The Labour
Party, now in government and the
Conservative Party, currently the
opposition - Mr Farage mentioned
about Elon Musk's disdain for both
parties. He stated that Musk "described
the Labour and Conservative parties as
the uniparty, and left us (Reform Party)
in no doubt that he is right behind us."In
his article Mr Farage also mentioned
that he aims to learn from Elon Musk's
cash incentives for people to be
encouraged to vote - a strategy that
worked for Donald Trump's
Republican party during the US
elections. Mr Farage stated that "I have
come home with copious notes on how
they increased turnout, voter
registration, and so much more, and all
of this I intend to implement as part of
the professionalisation of our party."

Elon Musk is reportedly considering an
initial donation of $100 million to Nigel
Farage's Reform Party.

said. Sirens sounded near Tel Aviv and the
surrounding areas, and a large explosion
was heard overhead at the time. The
Houthis did not immediately claim the
missile attack, but said an important

military statement would be issued in the
coming hours, following a pattern of how
they claim their assaults.

The Israeli military did not respond to a
request for comment. Israel has struck the
Houthis in the past over attacks targeting
Israel and in recent weeks have
threatened to again attack the rebels.
Israel previously struck Hodeida and its
oil infrastructure in July after a Houthi
drone attack killed one person and
wounded 10 in Tel Aviv.

American forces have also launched a
series of strikes on the Houthis over
nearly a year due to Houthi attacks on
shipping in the Red Sea corridor. On
Monday, the U.S. military's Central
Command said it hit “a key command-
and-control facility" operated by the
Houthis in Sanaa, later identified as the
al-Ardi complex once home to the
government's Defense Ministry.But on

Thursday, a U.S. military official said the

attacks weren’t carried out by the

Americans, speaking on condition of

anonymity to discuss the ongoing strikes.

Airstrikes Hit Yemen's
Rebel-Held Capital After
Houthi Attack Targets Israel

Dubai. A series of intense airstrikes shook Yemen's

rebel-held capital early on Thursday, shortly after a
Houthi missile targeted central Israel.

It was not immediately clear who launched the strikes on

Sanaa, which the Houthis have held for over a decade.
American forces have launched a series of strikes on
the Houthis over nearly a year due to Houthi attacks on
shipping in the Red Sea corridor. US military officials
did not acknowledge a request for comment. Houthi-
controlled media reported the strikes, but offered no
immediate information on casualties nor damage.

The strikes happened just after the Israeli military said

its air force intercepted a missile launched from
Yemen before it entered the country's territory. Rocket
and missile sirens were sounded following the
possibility of falling debris from the interception," the
Israeli military said. Sirens sounded near Tel Aviv and
the surrounding areas, and a large explosion was heard

overhead at the time. The Israeli military did not
respond to a request for comment. Israel has struck the
Houthis in the past over attacks targeting Israel and in
recent weeks have threatened to again attack the
rebels. The Houthis have targeted some 100 merchant
vessels with missiles and drones since the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip started in October 2023
after Hamas' surprise attack on Israel. The Houthis
have seized one vessel and sunk two in a campaign
that has also killed four sailors. Other missiles and
drones have either been intercepted by separate US-
and European-led coalitions in the Red Sea or failed to
reach their targets, which have also included Western
military vessels. The rebels maintain that they target
ships linked to Israel, the US or the United Kingdom to
force an end to Israel's campaign against Hamas in
Gaza. However, many of the ships attacked have little
or no connection to the conflict, including some bound
for Iran.

Government funding plan collapses as Trump
makes new demands days before shutdown

WASHINGTON. President-elect Donald
Trump abruptly rejected a bipartisan plan
Wednesday to prevent a Christmastime
government shutdown, instead telling
House Speaker Mike Johnson and
Republicans to essentially renegotiate —
days before a deadline when federal
funding runs out. Trump's sudden entrance
into the debate and new demands sent
Congress spiraling as lawmakers are trying
to wrap up work and head home for the
holidays. It leaves Johnson scrambling to
engineer a new plan before Friday's

over the stopgap measure, which would
have also provided some $100.4 billion
in disaster aid to states hammered by
Hurricanes Helene and Milton and other
natural disasters.“House Republicans
have been ordered to shut down the
government and hurt everyday
Americans all across this country,” said
House Democratic Leader Hakeem
Jeffries.Jeffries said “an agreement is an
agreement,” and by backing out of'it "the
House Republicans “will now own any
harm that is visited upon the American

disaster aid, some $100.4 billion in the

deadline

that combined some continuation

government funds along with a much more
controversial provision to raise the nation's
debt limit — something his own party
routinely rejects. “Anything else is a
they
wrote.Democrats decried the GOP revolt

betrayal of our country,”

to keep government
open.“Republicans must GET SMART and
TOUGH,” Trump and Vice President-elect
JD Vance said in a statement. The president-
elect made an almost unrealistic proposal

complained about the extras,

people."Already, the massive 1,500-page
bill was on the verge of collapse, as hard
right conservatives rejected the increased
spending, egged on by Trump’s billionaire
ally Elon Musk who rejected the plan
of almost as soon as it was released late
Tuesday night.Rank-and-file lawmakers
which
included their first pay-raises in more than a
decade — a shock after one of the most
unproductive chaotic sessions in modern
times.Even the addition of much-needed

aftermath of hurricanes and other natural
calamities that ravaged states this year, plus
$10 billion in economic assistance for
farmers failed to win over the budget-
slashing GOP. A number of Republicans
had been waiting for Trump to signal
whether they should vote yes or no.“This
should not pass,” Musk posted on his social
media site X in the wee hours of Wednesday
morning.One lawmaker said office phone
lines were flooded with calls from
constituents““My phone was ringing off the

hook,” said Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky. “The
people who elected us are listening to Elon
Musk.”The outcome comes as no surprise
for Johnson, who like other Republican
House speakers before him, has been
unable to convince his majority to go along
with the routine needs of federal
government operations, which they would
prefer to slash.It all shows just how hard it
will be for Republicans next year, as they
seize control of the House, Senate and
White House, to unify and lead the nation.
And itunderscores how much Johnson and
the GOP leaders must depend on Trump’s
blessing to see any legislative package over
the finish line.Musk, who is heading
Trump's new Department of Government
Efficiency, warned that “Any member of
the House or Senate who votes for this
outrageous spending bill deserves to be
voted out in 2 years!”It's not an idle threat
coming from Musk, the world's richest
man, who helped bankroll Trump's victory
and can easily use his America PAC to
make or break political careers.
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Avian flu reported in 108 countries acros

5 continents, warns UN health agency

RNS: Avian influenza, also
known as H5N1, has led to
the deaths of over 300 mil-
lion birds globally, with
the virus now increasingly
crossing species barriers,
according to UN health of-
ficials.

Dr. Madhur Dhingra of the
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) highlight-
ed that the virus has spilled
over into wildlife, infecting
more than 500 bird species
and at least 70 mammal spe-
cies, including the endan-
gered California condor and
polar bears.

The FAO also warned that
in regions heavily depend-
ent on poultry for protein,
avian influenza poses a sig-
nificant threat to food and
nutrition security. The virus
is causing economic dam-
age by severely impacting
farmers’ livelihoods, leaving
them with fewer resources

to invest in proper biosafety
measures.

Following reports of H5N1
outbreaks in dairy cattle,
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has joined calls
for heightened surveillance
and biosecurity on farms
to protect both animals
and humans. In 2024 alone,
76 human cases of H5N1
have been reported, mainly
among farm workers, with
over 60 of these cases origi-
nating in the United States.
Other countries, including

Australia, Canada, China,

Cambodia, and Vietnam,
have also reported out-
breaks in wildlife and poul-
try.

Despite these developments,
Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove,
Director of Epidemic and
Pandemic Threat Manage-
ment at WHO, emphasized
that the current risk to the
general public remains low.
However, farm workers ex-
posed to infected animals
face a “low-to-moderate”
risk, depending on the level

of personal protective meas-
ures taken.

While there is no evidence
yet of human-to-human
transmission of H5N1, Dr.
Van Kerkhove cautioned
that the situation could
change rapidly as the vi-
rus continues to evolve.
She stressed the need for
thorough investigation of
every human case and the
importance of using a “One
Health” approach to address
the issue across all sectors
globally.

In addition, Dr. Van Kerk-
hove recommended that the
public consume only pas-
teurized milk or ensure milk
is heated before drinking to
reduce the risk of infection.
The WHO and FAO have
called for continued vigi-
lance to prevent further
spread of the virus and pro-
tect both animal and human
populations.

g FIRFiled Against 4 Individuals for

Attacking Mining Task Force

Dhanbad: Continuing the
crackdown on illegal min-
ing, the District Mining Of-
ficer, Ritesh Raj Tigga, led a
joint operation with Mine
Inspector Vijay Karmali
and Sumit Prasad, support-
ed by the police force, on
the instructions of Deputy
Commissioner ~ Madhavi
Mishra. The operation fo-
cused on identifying illegal
mining, storage, and trans-
portation of minerals in the
district.

At 10:00 AM, the team
intercepted two tractors
loaded with sand near
Balaji Petrol Pump on Bal-
liapur Road, both lacking
transport challans. How-
ever, as the team began to
take action, they were sud-
denly attacked by a group
of 8-10 individuals armed
with sharp weapons, sticks,
shovels, and stones. The at-
tackers forcibly drove away
the tractors.

In the aftermath, the min-
ing team gathered infor-
mation about the attackers,
leading to the identification
of Rajendra Singh from
Kol Kusma (Saraidhela),
Asim Mandal alias Chiku
Mandal from Moraidih
(Nirsa), Rakesh Mandal
alias Prakash Mandal, and
Rahul Singh from Govin-
dpur, along with other un-
known individuals. An FIR
has been registered against
them for the violent assault
on the mining task force.
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NSDC, PhysicsWallah Launch BIG Initiative
to Bridge Education and Industry Gap

'®

RNS: The National Skill Development Corporation In-
ternational (NSDC International) and edtech company
PhysicsWallah (PW) have launched the Bharat Innovation
Global Private Limited (BIG) initiative, aimed at trans-
forming India into a global education hub. BIG focuses on
aligning education with industry demands, offering flex-
ible, technology-driven learning pathways to bridge the gap
between academics and employability.

Targeting a wide range of audiences, BIG begins with skill
training for students in classes 11 and 12, preparing them
for industry-relevant careers early on. The initiative extends
to Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs), Polytechnic learn-
ers, university students, and working professionals, as well
as government employees to upskill them for modern gov-

Aligned with UGC guidelines for online courses and the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020’s focus on flexible
education, BIG aims to enhance the employability of learn-
ers and provide essential skills for the future job market.

Ved Mani Tiwari, CEO of NSDC and MD of NSDC In-
ternational, stated, “Our partnership with PhysicsWallah
is a transformative step towards bridging the gap between
education and industry needs. This initiative will empower
millions by equipping them with essential skills for the fu-

Alakh Pandey, Founder & CEO of PhysicsWallah, empha-
sized, “Education is dynamic, and this collaboration aims
to make the educational landscape more inclusive, aligning
learning at various stages of a learner’s journey.”

BIG utilizes digital education, integrating AlI-driven ca-
reer guidance, gamification, adaptive learning tools, and
secure learning management platforms to provide scalable
and personalized education, ensuring learners can access
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Jharkhand to Establish 10 Seed Villages to

Ranchi: In a significant
move to tackle the ongoing
seed shortage and ensure
the availability of quality
seeds across the state, the
Jharkhand Agriculture De-
partment has announced
plans to establish 10 seed
villages. The initiative aims
to enhance local seed pro-
duction and improve access
to quality seeds for farmers.
During a review meeting
held today at Pashupalan
Bhawan in Ranchi, Shilpi
Neha Tirkey, the state’s
Agriculture, Animal Hus-
bandry, and Cooperative
Minister, revealed that
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MOUs) had been
signed with 10 villages from
West Singhbhum, Chatra,
and Latehar to kickstart the
project.

Minister Tirkey acknowl-
edged the persistent issue
of seed scarcity in the state,
noting that the seeds cur-
rently available often fail
to meet the demands of
local farmers. To combat

Address Seed._s,h_‘.)_{

this, the Agriculture De-
partment will transform
these selected villages into
seed hubs, where farmers
will produce quality seeds.
The government will then
purchase these seeds and
distribute them to farm-
ers across the state at sub-
sidized rates, ensuring a
more reliable supply.

In addition to the seed vil-
lage initiative, Minister
Tirkey announced that Rs
3,000 per acre had been

directly transferred to the
accounts of 1,400 farmers
growing Madua, through
Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT). The department is
also mapping Madua cul-
tivation at the panchayat
level to improve support
for farmers involved in the
crop.

Furthermore, the minis-
ter highlighted efforts to
bolster Farmers Producer
Organizations (FPOs), re-
vealing that Rs 15 lakh has

tage

been allocated to an FPO
in Lohardaga. The meeting
also focused on the imple-
mentation of various cen-
tral and state government
schemes, with Minister Tir-
key providing guidelines to
expedite their rollout.

The seed village initiative
is expected to significantly
improve seed availability
and quality, while also sup-
porting the livelihoods of
farmers across Jharkhand.

Vijay Mallya Claims Over Rs 14,000 Cr.
Recovered, Seeks Relief from
ED & Banks

b L
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New Delhi: Fugitive businessman Vijay Mallya has claimed
that banks have recovered Rs 14,131.60 crore from him, de-
spite the court-ordered debt being Rs 6,203 crore. Mallya,
who remains labeled as an “economic offender,” posted his
statement on X (formerly Twitter) on Wednesday, question-
ing the legal justification behind the seizure of more than
double the amount of the original debt.
In his post, Mallya referred to the ruling by the Debt Recov-
ery Tribunal, which had set the debt owed by his now-de-
funct Kingfisher Airlines (KFA) at Rs 6,203 crore, including
Rs 1,200 crore in interest. He highlighted Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s recent announcement in Parliament,
which confirmed that the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and banks had recovered Rs 14,131.60 crore from him.
Mallya argued that unless the ED and banks can provide a
legal justification for recovering more than twice the debt
amount, he is entitled to relief, which he intends to pursue.
Notably, on Tuesday, during a discussion in the Lok Sabha,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman detailed the ED’s ac-
tions in recovering assets linked to economic offenses. She
informed the House that the ED had restored assets worth
Rs 22,280 crore, covering several significant cases.
Among these, Rs 14,131.6 crore worth of assets from
Mallya were returned to public sector banks. Additionally,
the ED also recovered Rs 1,052.58 crore from fugitive busi-
nessman Nirav Modi.
The Finance Minister also highlighted other notable recov-
eries, including assets from the National Spot Exchange Ltd
(NSEL) scam, the SRS Group, Rose Valley Group, and var-
ious other economic offenders, totaling millions of rupees.
Sitharaman reiterated the government’s commitment to en-
suring that those involved in economic crimes do not escape
justice. “We are after them and will ensure the money goes
back to the banks,” she stated. She also addressed concerns
over the economic growth, calling the slower second-quar-
ter GDP growth a “temporary blip.”

Criminal Arrested After Three Years

CM Nitish Kumar Launches 275 Playgrounds in Gaya Under MNREGA

by Rahul Kumar

Gaya: Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar has inaugurated
the construction of 275 play-
grounds across 237 pan-
chayats in 24 blocks of Gaya
district under the MNREGA
scheme. The 32738.26 lakh
project is set to create 122,829
man-days of employment.
The playgrounds will include
facilities for basketball, vol-
leyball, badminton, running
tracks, and other sports, bene-
fiting local youth and promot-
ing physical activity.

The project features three
types of fields: 85 larger
grounds (4 acres), 115 medi-
um-sized (1-1.5 acres), and 78

smaller fields (under 1 acre).
CM Kumar praised the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Sports Stadium
model and expressed plans to
replicate it statewide.

He emphasized that the new
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stadiums will support youths
preparing for army and po-
lice recruitment and foster a
sports culture in rural areas,
while also creating employ-
ment  opportunities.  The

initiative is part of the Rural
Development Department’s
effort to enhance sports infra-
structure and provide job op-
portunities under MNREGA.

by Ashok Kumar

Loyabad: A convicted criminal, Dev Kumar Bhuiya, who
had been absconding for nearly three years, was arrested on
Wednesday night from Sendra Bhuiya Basti. The arrest was
confirmed by Loyabad police station in-charge Satyajit Ku-
mar in a press conference on Thursday.

Bhuiya, convicted under the POCSO Act and sentenced to
20 years of rigorous imprisonment, escaped from Division-
al Jail Dhanbad on July 30, 2021, to attend his girlfriend’s
birthday. During his time on the run, he committed multi-
ple crimes, leading to several cases being filed against him.
These include three cases in Loyabad police station, two in
Katras, and one each in Kenduadih, Rajganj, and Istbasuria
police stations.

Acting on a tip-off, the Loyabad police, led by Satyajit Ku-
mar and sub-inspector Rahul Singh, tracked Bhuiya to
Sendra, where he was apprehended. During interrogation,
Bhuiya confessed to his involvement in several criminal ac-
tivities. He was later sent to jail on Thursday.

Rama Mohan Rao Amara new MD of SBI

Mumbai: Rama Mohan Rao Amara has been appointed as
the new Managing Director (MD) of the State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) for a tenure of three years, according to a Reuters
report, the state-owned lender informed the exchanges.
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC),
chaired by the Prime Minister, approved Amara’s appoint-
ment following his recommendation by the Financial Ser-
vices Institutions Bureau (FSIB) earlier in September.

BIT Mesra Hosts Two-Day Workshop on
Pharmaceutical Cocrystallization

Ranchi: Birla Institute of
Technology (BIT), Mesra,
marked the beginning of
its two-day workshop on
“Pharmaceutical Cocrystal-
lization for Tailoring Phys-
icochemical Properties,”
organized by the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Technology.
The workshop, conduct-
ing under the SSR Policy of
the SERB-CRG Project, saw
strong participation from
the academic community,
with 15 researchers and 50
attendees taking part in the
hands-on training initia-
tive.

Sponsored by the SERB-
CRG Project titled “Mitiga-
tion of Poor Physical and
Chemical Properties of
SGLT?2 Inhibitor by Drug-
Drug Cocrystallization
with DPP4 Inhibitor and
Comparative Pharmacoki-

netic Study with Their Re-

spective Co-administered
Drug Products,” the event
focused on advancing phar-
maceutical research and in-
novation.

The inaugural session fea-
tured Dr. Ashoke Sharon,
Dean of Faculty Affairs at
BIT Mesra, as the Chief
Guest. In his address, Dr.
Sharon highlighted the
significance of such work-
shops in empowering re-
searchers and fostering in-
novation in pharmaceutical
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sciences. He emphasized
the long-term advantages
for participants in further-
ing their scientific careers
through exposure to cut-
ting-edge methodologies.

Dr. Papiya Mitra Mazum-
der, the Chairperson of
the Workshop, delivered
an inspiring welcome mes-
sage, encouraging the at-
tendees to actively engage
in the sessions and absorb
the knowledge shared over
the course of the workshop.
Dr. Animesh Ghosh, the

Principal Coordinator, pro-
vided an overview of the
program’s schedule and ob-
jectives, setting the tone for
the sessions ahead.

The workshop aims to
deepen participants’
derstanding of crystal en-
gineering and its critical
applications in the phar-
maceutical industry. It fea-
tures sessions on emerging
trends, data acquisition,
and advanced characteri-
zation techniques such as
PXRD, DSC, and TGA. Day

un-

One included interactive
discussions and practical
demonstrations,  offering

a comprehensive learning
experience for attendees.
Day Two will feature more
interactive sessions, cul-
minating in a Valedictory
ceremony and certificate
distribution.

5 DPS Chas Students Shine in English
Language Olympiad 2024-25

Bokaro: Five students from
DPS Chas have made a re-
markable achievement by se-
curing top zonal ranks in the
English Language Olympiad
2024-25, organized by the Sil-
ver Zone Foundation, New
Delhi.

Ratan Singh, Adwit Singh,
Anant Ashish, Vaibhav Ku-
mar, and Pranav Trivedi se-
cured zonal positions 1st to
4th in their respective class
categories, showcasing their
outstanding proficiency in the
English language.

Ratan Singh of Class I-A
emerged as the top performer,
securing the first position and
a prize of Rs 5000. Adwit, also
from Class I-A, bagged the
second position, gets Rs 2500,
Anant clinched the third po-
sition and was awarded Rs
1000, while Vaibhav Kumar
and Pranav Trivedi scored the
fourth position, each receiving
Rs 500 for their excellent per-
formance.

In addition to these remark-
able achievements, 12 other
students from DPS Chas have

qualified for the second level
of the exam, further demon-
strating the school’s academic
excellence.

The International English
Olympiad, conducted by the
Silver Zone Foundation, is a
prestigious competition aimed
at enhancing English language
and grammar skills for stu-
dents from classes I to XII. The
exam focuses on communica-
tion and practical use of the
English language, with partici-
pants ranked at school, district,
state, and international levels.
Dr. Hemlata S. Mohan, Chief
Mentor of DPS Chas, congrat-
ulated the students, emphasiz-
ing that success is a reflection
of progress toward personal
goals. She praised their dedi-
cation and hard work, stating
that those who give their best
will always emerge victorious.
Dr. Manisha Tiwari, Director
and Principal of DPS Chas,
also extended her heartfelt
congratulations and encour-
aged the students to continue
striving for excellence in their
future endeavors.

~ Reimagine
il | |
Heaven

9311 | 79029 57387
taji Magar, Kantatall, anchl

CREATIVE
INTERIORS

Architecture & Interior

Bth Lane Netajl Nagar,
Kantatodi, Ranchi - 834001

Get in Touch with us :
+91-9939109311
TO039573E7

Manish Kumar



TheResearchers’

PM Condoles Loss Of Lives In Mumbai
Boat Accident; Announces 2 Lakh Aid

New Delhi. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
expressed grief over the loss of
13 lives following a collision
between two boats in Mumbai
while announcing an ex-gratia
of ? 2 lakh for the kin of the
deceased and ? 50,000
assistance for the injured
individuals.Taking to X, the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
wrote: "The Prime Minister has
announced an ex-gratia of ? 2
lakh from PMNRF for the next
of kin of each deceased in the
boat mishap in Mumbai. The injured would

be given ? 50,000."In another post, the PMO,

quoting Prime Minister Modi, wrote: "The
boat mishap in Mumbai is saddening.
Condolences to the bereaved families. I
pray that the injured recover soon. Those
affected are being assisted by the
authorities: PM @narendramodi."

In a horrific maritime disaster, at least 13
persons drowned, including three Indian
Navy sailors plus another 99 were rescued
from the Arabian Sea when a naval
speedboat on engine trials lost control and
abruptly rammed into a passenger ferry,
near the Raigad Coast, off Gateway of India,
here on Wednesday evening, officials said.

The passenger boat, reported to be a private

Udhayanidhi Stalin calls himself 'proud
Christian' who also represents all faiths

catamaran named 'Neelkamal', was ferrying
around 110 tourists plus five crew members
to the world-famous UNESCO Heritage
Elephanta Islands, and the disaster occurred
around 5:15 p.m., said the BMC Disaster
Control.

Official sources said that an Indian Navy's
rigid inflatable boat undergoing engine
trials crashed into the 'Neelkamal' at high
speed, overturning it and throwing most of
the tourists into the Arabian Sea near Uran,
Karanja on the Raigad coast, around 10 km
from Gateway of India.

The sources said that the ferry, 'Neelkamal',
may have broken down with the sudden hit,
overturned and started sinking with the
passengers thrown into the sea. Videos of the
tragedy, clicked by aghast passengers from

other ferries in the vicinity showed
gruesome shots of people screaming
for help, flailing their arms and legs to
remain afloat or attempting to hold
their near and dear ones from sinking
in chilly sea waters.

On receiving the SOS from multiple
sources on the disaster, a massive
rescue operation was launched by the
Indian Navy's four helicopters and 15
other vessels including the Marine
Police, Indian Coast Guard,
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority,
along with local fishers and other ferry
boats to save the victims.By 9 p.m., the

authorities confirmed 13 deaths comprising
three Indian Navy sailors and 10 civilians,
several 'critical' in different hospitals, and
over 100 other tourists whose condition is
reported to be 'stable’ in various hospitals,
while the search continues for another five
still suspected 'missing' as darkness fell.It
was not immediately clear whether the ill-
fated 'Neelkamal' was carrying passengers
as per the stipulated norms for load and
other safety measures.The owner of the
vessel, Rajendra Padte, said that the
'Neelkamal' had departed on its regular
tourism voyage to Elephanta Islands around
3.15 p.m. and barely a couple of hours later
the tragedy was reported, "but it was not our
fault".
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Siddaramaiah proposes judicial panel to
resolve Wagf land issues in Karnataka

Karnataka. Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
proposed forming a committee headed by
a retired judge to address concerns over
Wagqf properties, reiterating that the issue
should not be politicised.

During the assembly session on
Wednesday, Siddaramaiah responded to
the BJP’s questions on the Waqf land
issue, pointing out that the Revenue
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda had
already given a detailed explanation. “If
the opposition is not satisfied, we are
ready to form a committee headed by a
retired judge,” he said.The Chief
Minister clarified that the central
government enacted the Waqf Act in
1954, leaving the state unable to amend it.
He alleged that the BJP, despite being in
power both at the Centre since 2014 and
in Karnataka from 2008-2013 and 2019-
2023, failed to address the issue. He
accused the BJP of creating unnecessary
controversy, highlighting their 2014
election manifesto promise to protect
Waqfproperties.

Siddaramaiah claimed that out of the total
1.28 lakh acres, 47,263 acres fall under
the Inam Cancellation Act, 23,623 acres
under the Land Reforms Act, and 3,000
acres are used for public purposes.
However, 17,969 acres have been
encroached on by private individuals.
“Once registered as Waqf property, it will

always be Waqf property,” he said,
adding that a Supreme Court order
mandates its protection.Amid concerns
raised by the BJP over eviction notices
issued to temples, farmers, and others,
Wagqf and Minority Affairs Minister BZ
Zameer Ahmed Khan assured that such
notices would be withdrawn.

Siddaramaiah reiterated that no farmer
would be evicted from the land they have
been cultivating. BJP legislator Araga
Jnanendra demanded the removal of
properties listed as Waqf land in
government records, arguing that
withdrawing notices alone would not
solve the problem. Leader of the
Opposition R Ashoka pointed out that
110 Kuruba families in Mysuru’s Krishna
Raja constituency had repeatedly
appealed to Siddaramaiah to revoke
notices but to no avail.

Karnataka MLA writes to DK Shivakumar
over cabinet minister's BJP ties

Karnataka. Whispers of internal rift in Congress resurfaced after a

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin called himself a
"proud Christian" and
emphasised on religious
unity. He also declared
himself common to all

Chennai. Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief

Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin
reaffirmed his commitment to
religious harmony, declaring
himself a “proud Christian” while
emphasising inclusivity across all
faiths. Speaking at a Christmas
event, Udhayanidhi reiterated his
stance against those who use
religion to sow division and spew
hatred.“Last year, while
participating in a Christmas event, |
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am a Hindu. I am common to

Allahabad, he said, “Recently, we
even saw a judge speak with
animosity towards a religion. An
Allahabad judge, while speaking at a
recent event, made hate comments
against Muslims. We questioned
whether such a person should hold
the position of a judge. How can you
expect justice in his court?”’He
highlighted the DMK’s and
Congress’s efforts to address the
matter, stating, “To remove him, a

Karnataka Congress MLA accused Davangere district in-charge
minister of colluding with BJP to undermine the party.In a letter
addressed to Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar, Channagiri
MLA Basavaraju V Shivaganga asked that Davangere district in-
charge minister SS Mallikarjun be immediately replaced.Basavaraju,
who is also the Davangere district Kisan Congress chief, in the letter
alleged that Mallikarjun was closely aligned with the BJP, causing
embarrassment to the ruling party in the district.

He cited a specific case of a transfer of a Public Works Department
(PWD) personnel to support his accusation. According to Basavaraju,
R Vijay Kumar from Shivamogga was supposed to replace IS

faiths, and accused BJP-
AIADMK of using religion
to divide and undermine
constitutional values.

today:

think I

proudly said that [ am a Christian, and
it immediately irritated several to
Sanghis. But I am saying this again

Udhayanidhi said.“If you think  am a
Christian, then I am a Christian. Ifyou

Muslim. If you think I am a Hindu, I

I am a proud Christian,”

am a Muslim, then I am a

everyone. All religions only teach us
he added, stressing
unity and inclusivity.The Deputy
Chief Minister took aim at those who
use religion for political gain,
accusing them of spreading hatred
and divisiveness.
instance involving a judge from

show love,”

Citing a recent

resolution was brought in the Lok
Sabha. Congress and DMK MPs
signed in support, but AIADMK MPs
didn’t sign. AIADMK couldn’t
support a resolution seeking the
removal of a judge who went against
the Constitution because they
continue to be BJP’s slaves.”

Knees mjured, limping: Malllkarjun Kharge alleges BJP MPs pushed him during protest

New Delhi. Congress Chief I
Mallikarjun Kharge on Thursday |
alleged that BJP MPs pushed him to
the ground, causing a knee injury
during the simultaneous protests by
Congress and BJP outside Parliament
over Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's remarks on Dr Ambedkar.
Kharge raised these allegations in his
letter to the Lok Sabha Speaker and
sought an enquiry into the incident.

The Congress President called it not
just a personal attack on him but also
an attack on the position of the Leader
of the Opposition in Rajya Sabha and

Fa

President" Kharge inatweet, also accused
BJP MPs of carrying placards mounted on
thick sticks.

"BJP MPs were armed with placards with
thick sticks and were made to push and
shove to stop the peaceful protest of INDIA
alliance MPs so that their animosity
towards Babasaheb, Parliament,
Constitution and democracy is not
exposed," he alleged.The Parliament
premises saw a high-voltage political
drama today as the BJP and Congress held
simultaneous protests, where MPs from
both camps came face to face.

A BJP MP, Pratap Chandra Sarangi,

Odenapur from Davangere due to family issues. The MLA claimed
an order for this transfer was issued, but Mallikarjun allegedly
exerted pressure to reverse or block the transfer, causing
complications.Basavaraju said that Odenapur was elected as the
district president in
a government
employee election,
reportedly with
substantial
financial support
from BIJP
supporters. He
suggested that the
Mallikarjun
backed him, which
may have led to the
defeat of the
party’s preferred
candidate.In his
letter to
Shivakumar who is also the Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee
president, Basavaraju called for the examination of the district in-
charge minister’s actions, specifically regarding his apparent
contradictory approach, wherein he apparently issued one order
while influencing the outcome differently, called the ibbangi policy.

the Congress President, both of which

he holds."When I reached Makar Dwar along
with the INDIA parties MPs, [ was physically
pushed by BJP MPs. Thereafter, I lost my balance
and was forced to sit down on the ground in front
of Makar Dwar. This inflicted injury on my knees
which have already undergone surgery," Kharge
said in his letter."Subsequently, Congress MPs

brought a chair and I was made to sit on it. With
great difficulty and with the support of my
colleagues, I limped to the House at 11 am," his
letter to the Speaker further reads.

He urged the speaker to "order an enquiry into this
incident which is an assault not just on me
personally but on the Leader of the Opposition,
Rajya Sabha and the Congress

sustained injuries during the protest, with the
saffron party claiming that it occurred when
Rahul Gandhi pushed another MP into him.
Rahul Gandhi denied the allegations, claiming
instead that the BJP had pushed Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and blocked his own entry at
the Parliament gate. The BJP is planning to file an
FIR against Rahul Gandhi over the incident.

Basavaraju sought Shivakumar’s intervention to address these issues,
ensuring fair practices and political neutrality. He said that
Mallikarjun’s association was affecting the local legislators, leaders,
and activists associated with the Congress, leading to discontent.The
Channagiri MLA stated that with the upcoming panchayat elections,
he feared further setbacks for Congress in the region if no action was

taken.

BJP INDIA bloc protest showdown in Parliament amid Ambedkar row

While the BJP
accused Congress
of misleading the
public over Amit

Shah's remarks on
BR Ambedkar,

Congress
demanded the

Union Home

New Delhi.The Parliament premises
on Thursday turned into a stage for
high-voltage political drama as the
BJP and Congress held
simultaneous protests, targeting
each other over Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's remarks on
BR Ambedkar in Parliament. The
MPs from both camps came face to
face, all holding placards bearing
images of Ambedkar and accusing
the other side of disrespecting him.

A BJP MP sustained injuries during
the protest, with the party claiming
that it occurred when Rahul Gandhi
pushed another MP into him. Rahul
Gandhi denied the allegations,
claiming instead that the BJP had
pushed Congress chief Mallikarjun

Kharge, scaled the walls of Makar
Dwar, the main gate of Parliament,
holding placards demanding an
apology and the resignation of
Amit Shah. They were dressed in
blue clothes and wore blue caps, a
colour associated with the Dalit
movements.Meanwhile, the BJP
accused Congress of misleading
the public. They raised slogans
such as, "Insult to Babasaheb
Ambedkar will not be tolerated,"
while holding banners that read,
"Ambedkar showed us the path,
Congress misled".

The BJP claimed that party MP Pratap
Chandra Sarangi was injured after
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
pushed another MP onto him. He

Minister' S Kharge and blocked hisown entryat ~ was shifted to the hospital following

e the Parliament gate. the injury to his face."Rahul Gandhi
1 : Leaders of the INDIA bloc, including ~ pushed an MP who fell on me, after

reSIgnatlon' Priyanka Gandhi and Mallikarjun ~ which I fell down...I was standing
® @ & | & & & @ @ | ® @

near the stairs when Rahul Gandhi
came and pushed an MP who then
fell on me," Sarangi claimed.Rahul
Gandhi rejected the claim, saying
that the BJP MPs blocked him at the
Parliament gate and also pushed the
Congress leader."This might be on
your camera. | was trying to go
inside through the Parliament
entrance, BJP MPs were trying to
stop me, push me and threaten me.
So this happened...Yes, this has
happened (Mallikarjun Kharge
being pushed),"” he said.A huge

INDIA bloc MPs climh the walls of Parliament gate
.BJP claims MP injured after 'Rahul Gandhi pushed

another MP' onto him

.Congress demands Amit Shah's resignation, BJP
says Congress misleads people

political controversy erupted after
the Congress shared a video of Amit
Shah's speech, accusing him of
insulting BR Ambedkar inside
Parliament. The party accused Amit
Shah of insulting the architect of the
Indian Constitution by stating, "It
has become a fashion to say
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar.
If they had taken God's name so

many times, they would have
secured a place in heaven across all
seven lives".The BJP, meanwhile,
hit back, accusing Congress of
amending the Constitution and
disrespecting Ambedkar over the
years for political gains. They also
claimed that the video of Amit
Shah's speech shared by Congress
was manipulated and warned
Congress of legal action.
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Crossing the line on
the judicial front

AN impeachment motion has been moved against
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the Allahabad
High Court over his remarks ata recent event of the
Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP). There is no chance
that the move will succeed because the ruling
dispensation is against it. Indeed, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has strongly
supported Justice Yadav.There are reports that
Justice Yadav has been asked by the Supreme
Court Collegium to meet it. The latter has no legal
authority to do so. Hence, he will be within the law
to skip the meeting. However, if he does meet the
Collegium, it can draw his attention to the
Restatement of Values of Judicial Life, adopted by
the Supreme Court in May 1997. It can advise him
to observe them, but if he chooses to ignore them,
it can really do nothing except recommend his
transfer from the Allahabad HC. It is possible,
though, that the government may not act on the
recommendation. Thus, as matters stand, Justice
Yadav virtually enjoys immunity for his remarks at
the VHP function. Yes, there is one step the HC
Chief Justice can take. He can decide not to allot
judicial work to the judge on the ground that the
comments have made him unfit to adjudicate
cases. But that will require a very courageous
Chief Justice in our contentious times.

Paragraphs 8 and 9 of Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life read: “A Judge shall not enter into
public debate or express his views in public on
political matters or on matters that are pending or
are likely to arise for judicial determination. A
Judge is expected to let his judgments speak for
themselves. He shall not give interview to the
media.”’In the past, judges did not seek to attract
attention either to themselves or their personal
views on national affairs. They seldom gave
lectures or participated in public functions. This
was based on the sound principle that the public
should have confidence that their decisions were
based on the facts and the law and no other
consideration. The cardinal and eternal essence of
the dispensation of justice is that it must not only
be done but also be manifestly done. Today, too,
many judges of superior courts follow this
principle and avoid the temptation of airing their
views in public. However, if the feeling gains
currency in the judiciary that there is nothing
objectionable for judges to comment on issues
such as the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) — a matter
which may come up for adjudication — the present
restraint exercised by most of the judges may get
eroded to the detriment of the administration of
justice in India. That will damage the national
good.Justice Yadav not only spoke on the UCC but
also did so in terms of rank communalism. All
through his address, he spoke as a Hindu and
addressed Muslims as a separate community. This
violates the basic tenet of a judge: she/he will not
distinguish between citizens on the grounds of
religion either as individuals or as a group. It is
particularly sad that Justice Yadav gave the go-by
to the proud traditions of the Allahabad High
Court, whose judges, even during the days of
colonialism, strove to pursue the path of rectitude
and reticence as well as fierce independence.

Justice Yadav may be suited for public life. He would
have full freedom there to express his opinions,

Many in India like to believe that Rohingya

THE life of farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal, who

The Politics of ‘Bangladeshi Infiltrators...

THE term 'Bangladeshis' in India has

infiltrated our lexicon as "illegal" human
beings. They have also become the most
acceptable alibis for the political class to
extract political mileage and distract
unfavourable attention.he recent case in
point is Delhi's Lieutenant-Governor VK
Saxena, who announced a two-month
special drive to identify and act against
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants residing
in the national capital. The Delhi police
has started raids in slums across Kalindi
Kunj, Shaheen Bagh and Jamia Nagar,
where Rohingya refugees were provided
land to setup camps.

are Bangladeshis despite sufficient
knowledge that the ethnicity is among the
most persecuted groups of Myanmar.It
may not be a coincidence that this
development came hours after the BJP
demanded a CBI investigation into the
alleged illegal settlement of Rohingya in
Jammu and Kashmir. Chief Minister of
the state Omar Abdullah has said the
refugees should be deported, if at all, but they could
not be made to starve and he would not let them die
in the cold.Yet, I will not be surprised if this
campaign to identify Bangladeshi "infiltrators"
picks steam across other states. Let us not forget that
we are upon another season of elections and, this
time, for the national capital. Many would have
forgotten that in mid-1992, Delhi had launched
Operation Pushback to deport Bangladeshis. That
was under the Congress government, which was
responding to a belligerent Sangh Parivar
dramatically heightening its pitch around
unauthorised immigration. Assam had already
scripted the threat of a silent demographic invasion
by these impoverished, desperate, pitiable
neighbours who were being pushed into India to
seize Hindu territory.The template of Bangladeshi-
phobia was a well-established eastern propaganda
that the Sangh appropriated in its entirety. It was,
however, willing to exclude the Hindu Bangladeshis
as refugees who were escaping persecution. The
same lens wouldn't apply to Rohingya at a later
stage.Around the same time, the Sangh launched the
slogan, 'Infiltrators Quit India', and forced the
Congress to act against whom it considered
infiltrators, setting the stage for an event that would
change the political landscape of the country
forever. By December, the crescendo had reached

Ayodhya, resulting in the demolition of the Babri
Masjid.The presence of illegal migrants from the
neighbouring countries is not an unfamiliar piece of
data. It is also well known that during the Congress
regime, politicians have reportedly used these
settlers as "vote banks". But there is no evidence yet
or corroboration of the claim that millions of
infiltrators have arrived to take over parts of this
country.Instigated by the Sangh's growing voice
against the infiltrators, the then Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao rolled out an action plan against the
Bangladeshis to counter the jingoism. It only added
fuel to the propaganda. In September 1992, a group
of 132 persons was identified as infiltrators and
removed from the Seemapuri area of east Delhi.It is
well known that all efforts by the government to
arrest infiltration through the porous borders have
proven ineffective. However, the build-up of such a
campaign has been highly beneficial politically. The
1992 campaign, finally, provided the Sangh political
legitimacy and made xenophobia and anti-Muslim
rhetoric acceptable in public life.The current
campaign launched by the bureaucratic arm of the
BJP in Delhi has raises the suspicion of the
beginning of a nationwide 'identification' drive that
could serve as a precursor of another round of the
National Register of Citizens (NRC).Though Assam
provides the case study that the NRC is a wasteful
exercise in detection, it has proven to be a

Perilous fast track

worthwhile weapon to intimidate
and harass Muslims. Manipulated by
political parties, the acute fear of
being rendered into a non-citizen has
repeatedly triggered ethnonational
projects across decades.In the
politics of the Hindu right, the
framing of migrants threatening the
security of Hindu-India has become
synonymous with Muslims in
general.

The ongoing exercise is already on the
lines of the NRC verification,
something that Uttar Pradesh had
initiated in 2019. The chorus then
had gained momentum, with other
states chiming in and Karnataka
even constructing a detention centre.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, known for his anti-Muslim
vocabulary, has floated the idea of a
nationwide NRC in his recent
election campaign in
Jharkhand.Given India's poor
neighbourhood policy that stood
exposed after the fall of Dhaka this year, such
rhetoric is bound to further deteriorate relations
between the two countries, which are always on the
edge with the NRC.

It will be interesting to see how this is going to play out
with another Islamophobic campaign gaining
ground: the claim of temples under mosques.The
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991
mandates that the nature of all places of worship,
except the one in Ayodhya that was then under
litigation, shall be maintained as it was on August
15, 1947.While one hoped the Ayodhya judgement
would have closed this matter, more such suits have
been filed in Varanasi and, more recently in
Sambhal, where trial courts hastily ordered surveys
of the mosques, resulting in a clash that killed four
people.

This could well be a convergence of two distinctive
sets of xenophobic projects that will set offa chain of
low-intensity anti-Muslim campaigns working
simultaneously, while stepping up the ante wherever
political machinations are due.

While the detection and detention mechanism fits the
concept of "the process is the punishment", the
mosque surveys claiming buried temples aim to set
right "historical wrongs", thus perpetrating the
narrative of revenge against invaders who have

looted the glorious past.

Dallewal’s extreme stand eclipsing big picture

and if he is elected to a legislature, he can strive to
ensure that these are converted into law. There is
little doubt that political forces in the country that
are supporting him may welcome him into their
fold. They may find him an asset, for his VHP
speech shows that he is a fluent public speaker who
will be able to convey their beliefs succinctly to the
public.I hope readers will forgive me for striking a
personal note. My family members had a century-
long association with the Allahabad HC as lawyers
and judges. I moved away to the field of
diplomacy, but have vivid recollections of the
principles followed by my father, who retired as
Chief Justice of this court. He told me that a judge
should not only speak through his judgments but
also confine those judgments to the law and facts
of the case. He should not make obiter dicta, let
alone use judgments to lecture society or point to
national infirmities. That was the duty of other
organs of'the state.

Unfortunately, it was only after the apex court’s

ON December 16, 2012, the brutal gang-rape of a young
physiotherapy student on a moving bus in Delhi became
the turning point for India. The girl died, and the tragedy
sparked protests and demands for justice, pushing for
better legal protection for women.Named 'Nirbhaya', her
death shook the country's conscience. The tragedy
forced policymakers to confront the inadequacies in
laws addressing sexual violence. Long-debated reforms
were, finally, prioritised as the case became the catalyst
for overhauling legal frameworks to ensure better
protection, justice and accountability for crimes against
women.Following the Nirbhaya tragedy, the Indian
government passed the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act
of 2013, expanding the definition of sexual violence to
include stalking, voyeurism and acid attacks. It also
increased the penalty for rape, including life
imprisonment and death penalty for repeat offenders.
Fast-track courts were introduced and an amendment in
the 2015 Juvenile Justice Act allowed minors aged 16-18
committing heinous crimes to be tried as adults. A
Nirbhaya Fund was created for the implementation of
initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety and security of
women, such as installing CCTVs at public places.

The 2017 Unnao rape case and the 2018 Kathua rape and
murder case demonstrated the potential of fast-track
courts to lead to convictions. But the 2020 Hathras gang-
rape revealed that challenges still persisted in achieving
impartial justice. Today, 12 years after the Nirbhaya case,
despite various legal reforms, women face persistent
sexual violence. In August this year, a doctor was raped
and killed at a hospital in Kolkata, while a seven-month-
old girl was brutally raped earlier this month, again in
Kolkata. This tragic reality signals a profound societal
failure.It is not easy to pinpoint any particular reason
behind the continued sexual crimes against women and
even babies. A complex interplay of social, cultural,
economic and systemic factors is behind it — from the
deep-rooted patriarchy perpetuating harmful gender

is on a fast-unto-death, is precious — as rightly
observed by the Supreme Court. So too are the lives
of all protesters who are staying put at Shambhu and
Khanauri borders in the bitter cold. And Dallewal
himself has said that the lives of farmers pushed to
the brink by flawed government policies are more
valuable than his own. If every kisan’s life really
matters, why have things come to such a pass? And
why has the time-tested path of dialogue been
abandoned?

intervention that senior representatives of the
Punjab and Central governments reached out to
Dallewal. But it is unlikely that his extreme stand
will force the Centre to accept farmers’ key
demands, including a legal guarantee of MSP for
various crops. After all, over 700 of them had died during a
year-long agitation before the Modi government finally

¢
€

repealed the three farm laws. Ironically, Dallewal’s
hunger strike and the efforts to dissuade him are eclipsing
the big picture — the widespread agrarian distress fuelled

What porn has to do with the post-Nirbhaya world

Pornography can foster unhealthy attitudes that can escalate into sexual frustration and violence. Addressing this requires urgent government action.

norms to devaluing women as subordinates to men; from
the lack of open conversations about healthy sexual
relationships to the absence of comprehensive sex
education; from delayed investigations, low conviction
rates and insensitive handling of cases to under-
reporting of such cases due to social stigma; from
substance abuse to rapid urbanisation, migration and
weakening of community ties; from social
isolation and anonymity in urban settings to
unemployment and economic inequalities. All
these factors can create frustration and
aggression, sometimes leading to acts of sexual
violence.Another contributing factor is the rapid
digitisation and low-cost or free accessibility of |
pornographic material. A study published in the
'Indian Journal of Public Health' points out that
India, with 12 per cent of the websites devoted to
pornography, ranks third in porn consumption
globally. Excessive consumption of porn has
become a pressing public health concern, with
research pointing to its correlation with sexual
crimes.

Astudy by the UK Government's Equality Office in
2020 found that though harmful attitudes toward
women are influenced by multiple factors, a key
reason was pornography. Many researchers
consider it to be a significant contributor to
harmful sexual beliefs and behaviours in high-
risk individuals.Understanding this relationship
requires the examination of pornography consumption.
Viewing too much pornographic content leads to
desensitisation. It makes the content mundane and
commonplace, leading to increased exposure time and a
quest for more hard-core content. It also leads to a
detachment from reality and lack of differentiation
between the real and the virtual.

Whether pornographic content affects sexual aggression
has been debated for decades. Since complex multiple

factors contribute to deviant behaviour, blaming
pornography alone oversimplifies the issue and diverts
attention from the systemic causes. However, one
certainly cannot ignore pornography as a key factor.
Research on rape culture has focused on understanding the
acquisition of attitudes, behaviours and norms
associated with violence against women. While many of

these factors are more influential than pornography, it is
often pornography's interaction with these factors and
their exacerbation that heightens its impact. Certain
types of pornography, particularly those depicting
violence or non-consensual acts, may normalise
aggression and perpetuate misogynistic views.

Frequent consumption of such material can desensitise
viewers to violence and blur the understanding of
consent in a relationship. For individuals with a
predisposition towards violent or harmful behaviour,
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..r.-.....' by factors such as the debt burden, rising
. costs of farming and inadequate support for
= st cropdiversification.
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The SC has urged farmers to adopt the
Gandhian way of staging protests. The
Mahatma considered fasting as a potent
weapon in the Satyagraha armoury, but he
made it clear that a Satyagrahi should do it
only as the last resort — “when all other
avenues of redress have been explored and
have failed”. Leaders of farm unions still
have the option of pressing the Centre to
return to the negotiating table. The marathon
talks between Union ministers and farmers’
representatives in February might not have
produced a breakthrough, but that is no
reason to snap lines of communication. A

mutual climbdown is a must to save farmers’ lives as well

as livelihood.
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pornography can act as a trigger, reinforcing these
tendencies. Exposure to pornography that objectifies
women can increase the acceptance of rape myths and
play a significant role in shaping attitudes linked to the
perpetuation of 'rape culture'.

The myths associated with rape promote the idea that rape
is usually avoidable if certain precautions are taken. The
onus of "don't get raped" is thrust upon
women (as opposed to "don't rape" upon
men). And, this self-protective ideal lends
itself comfortably to blaming the victim and
absolving the perpetrator.

Urgent government action is needed to
address this menace. The steps required to
be taken include the regulation of free
pornographic websites and issuance of
trigger warnings as also seeking proof of age
for access to such sites and holding
awareness campaigns and supervised
discussions on consent and respectful
relationships. Introducing media and digital
literacy in educational institutions, adult
education classes, institutions of open and
lifelong learning and community and
vocational education can further equip
students to evaluate harmful content
critically.As we honour Nirbhaya's memory,
her legacy demands more than symbolic
gestures. Strong laws must be enforced and

efforts to inculcate gender sensitivity amongst all
stakeholders must continue. Justice-focused narratives
should dominate the media, countering misinformation
and fostering accountability. The government should
commission research studies to find reasons behind the
persistence of rape cases. The transformation journey
requires a collective effort towards creating a society
where every citizen feels safe and no girl has to pay with
her life and be named 'Nirbhaya' again.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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 have zero regrets, want to
play for CSK as long as
possible: R Ashwin

New Delhi R Ashwin received a hero's
welcome at his residence in Chennai on
Thursday, 19 December, after returning
home from Australia. The off-spinner, who
recently announced his retirement from
international cricket, appeared in high spirits
as he was greeted by emotional parents and
cheering fans.Initially, Ashwin declined to
address the media at Chennai airport. One
reporter asked why he chose not to complete
the five-Test series in Australia before
announcing his retirement. While Ashwin
remained tight-lipped at the airport, he later
spoke to a select group of reporters outside
his residence. When asked if he regretted not
captaining the senior national team during
his illustrious career, Ashwin responded
with characteristic humour and candour:"I
can't any more. It's done," he quipped when
asked about the captaincy.

"No, I have zero regrets. I have seen so many
people with regrets from afar, but I don't
want to live my life like that," he added.

Ashwin made the surprise announcement on
Wednesday, revealing his decision at the
Gabba press room shortly after the third Test

ended in a draw. His mid-series retirement

sparked mixed reactions, with some
speculating he was disappointed by limited
overseas Test opportunities. However,
Ashwin dismissed such rumours,
emphasising his happiness and contentment
with his career."l am laughing; you can see [
am happy," he said, expressing excitement
about playing for the Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) in the 2025 Indian Premier League
(IPL).

WILL TRY AND PLAY FOR CSK AS LONG
ASTCAN:ASHWIN

When asked about his immediate plans,
Ashwin's characteristic wit shone through.

"I want to be idle-no immediate plans. Being
idle is difficult for me," he joked.

He added: "I am going to play for CSK, and
don't be surprised if I try and aspire to play
for as long as I can. I don't think Ashwin the
cricketer is done. I think Ashwin the Indian
cricketer has probably called it time. That's
it." Ashwin grew emotional as he addressed
the crowd gathered at his residence,
reminiscing about a similar reception after
India's 2011 World Cup victory.

"Thanks to all of you. I didn't expect so many
of you to come. I thought I would quietly
reach home, but you've all made my day.

Formula 1: Sergio Perez and
Red Bull part ways months
after contract extension

New Delhi. Mexican driver Sergio Perez has
officially parted ways with Red Bull Racing
following a mutual agreement, announced
on Wednesday, December 18. The decision
comes as a surprise to many, particularly
after Perez signed a contract extension
earlier this year in May, which was expected
to keep him with the team until 2026.

The sudden departure has sparked speculation,
with many attributing the move to Red Bull’s
disappointment in Perez’s recent
performances. Despite his significant
contributions in previous seasons, including
aiding the team to claim Constructors'
Championship titles in 2022 and 2023, his
form this year fell under scrutiny. Perez
finished eighth in the Drivers’
Championship, a staggering 285 points
behind teammate Max Verstappen, who
claimed his fourth consecutive title.
Additionally, Perez failed to secure a single

race win this season, marking him as the only
driver from a top-four team without a
victory."I'm incredibly grateful for the past
four years with Oracle Red Bull Racing and
for the opportunity to race with such an
amazing team," Perez said."Driving for Red
Bull has been an unforgettable experience
and I'll always cherish the successes we
achieved together. We broke records,
reached remarkable milestones, and I've had
the privilege of meeting so many incredible
people along the way," he added.

Red Bull is expected to announce Liam
Lawson as Perez’s replacement in the
coming days. Lawson, a rising star in
Formula One, has impressed in his
appearances so far and is seen as a promising
addition to the team.In his parting statement,
Perez expressed gratitude towards Red Bull,
acknowledging the team's support and the
opportunities he was given. The 34-year-old
joined Red Bull in 2021 and was
instrumental in their championship
successes, finishing as runner-up in the
Drivers’ Championship in 2022.
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PSG's Donnarumma leaves field bloodied
after boot to the face tackle vs Monaco

Gianluigi Donnarumma
endured a frightening injury in
PSG's 4-2 victory over Monaco
after Wilfried Singo's high boot
struck his face. Despite the
sethack, PSG extended their
Ligue 1 lead, though their
Champions League struggles

remain concerning.
B .

New Delhi Paris Saint-Germain goalkeeper ®

Gianluigi Donnarumma suffered a
concerning injury during PSG's Ligue 1
clash against AS Monaco on December 19,

after being struck in the face by Wilfried

Singo’s cleats during a goal-scoring attempt.

The incident occurred in the 17th minute

when Singo, whose initial shot was blocked,

attempted to jump over the sliding
Donnarumma but inadvertently made
contact with the Italian’s face.The high boot

left Donnarumma lying on the pitch in
visible discomfort, prompting immediate
medical attention. After a few tense
moments, the PSG shot-stopper was able to
stand and walk off the field but was replaced
by Matvei Safonov for the remainder of the
match. The challenge sparked debate as
Singo was not shown a red card, which is
typically the penalty for a high boot

challenge. Despite this, PSG manager Luis
Enrique refrained from criticising the
referee's decision post-match.“The
refereeing decisions? I can’t do anything, I
couldn’t see the action, but when you see an
action like that it’s always difficult,” Luis
Enrique said in a post-match interview.“The
players don’t intend to hurt. It’s difficult to
referee this kind of match, I'm not talking

Emotional father kisses R Ashwin during
hero's welcome at Chennai residence

New Delhi Ravichandran Ashwin received a
rousing welcome at his Chennai residence

following his retirement from international |

cricket. Fans, family, and well-wishers
gathered to celebrate the iconic career of the
former India spinner. His father greeted him
with a warm hug and a kiss, while fans
cheered, showered him with flowers, and
celebrated with the sound of drums echoing
outside his home.Ashwin announced his
retirement during the post-match press
conference following India’s hard-fought
draw against Australia in Brisbane.
Returning home on December 19, the
veteran reflected on his career and decision.
Speaking to reporters, Ashwin revealed he
plans to continue his IPL career with
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) for as long as
he feels capable."It's emotional for a lot of
people. It will be emotional, maybe it will
sink in. But for me, it's a great sense of relief
and satisfaction," Ashwin said."l am going
to play for CSK and don't be surprised if I try
and aspire to play for as long as I can. I don't
think Ashwin the cricketer is done, I think
Ashwin the Indian cricketer has probably
calledittime. That'sit," he added.

— .

Atthe 2025 IPL mega auction, Ashwin secured

a heartwarming return to his hometown
franchise, CSK, for a whopping Rs 9.25
crore. This move marked a reunion with the
team he represented for eight seasons until
2015. Joining forces with the likes of MS
Dhoni, Ravindra Jadeja, and coach Stephen
Fleming, Ashwin is poised to play a key role
for the five-time IPL champions in the
upcoming season.

Ashwin’s Legendary Career
Ashwin's international career began in 2011

against the West Indies, where he quickly

established himself as a vital cog in
India’s Test setup. Over 106 Tests,
Ashwin took 537 wickets at an
impressive average of 24.00 and an
economy rate of 2.83, etching his name
as one of cricket's greatest spinners.A
tactical genius, Ashwin thrived in home
conditions, orchestrating numerous
match-winning performances. His
stellar year in 2016 saw him win both
ICC Cricketer of the Year and ICC Test
Cricketer of the Year awards, making
him only the third Indian to claim the
prestigious Sir Garfield Sobers
Trophy.Ashwin's contributions were not
limited to his bowling; he was a handy
lower-order batter with 3503 Test runs. His
ability to adapt and innovate made him a
formidable opponent. Having held the ICC
Test No. 1 bowler ranking multiple times,
Ashwin leaves behind an unmatched legacy
in Indian cricket, and his fans will continue
to celebrate his achievements, both past and
those yet to come in the IPL.

Anna for a reason: Ravindra Jadeja pays
tribute to R Ashwin after spin twin retires

«Border-Gavaskar Trophy:
Ravindra Jadeja came up with
an emotional fribute to his
spin-bowling partner R
Ashwin, a day after the
veteran retired from
international cricket.

New Delhi. Ravindra Jadeja penned a
heartfelt tribute to his spin twin
Ravichandran Ashwin after the off-spinner
retired from international cricket on
Wednesday, December 18. Jadeja shared a
photo of their on-field partnership in his
message to Ashwin on social media on
Thursday."It's been a privilege to share the
dressing room with you for many years,"
Jadeja wrote. He used the hashtag 'Anna for
areason', which could become a trend when
the off-spinner rejoins the Chennai Super

Kings in IPL 2025.Jadeja appears to have
let his emotions sink in before wishing his
spin-bowling partner with the post on
social media.Ashwin made an unforeseen
announcement on Thursday, minutes after

4

4

the third Test between India and Australia at
the Gabba in Brisbane ended in a draw.
Ashwin and Jadeja forged one of the most
successful spin-bowling partnerships in Test
cricket. They played 58 Tests matches
together and took 587 wickets between
them, becoming the most successful

w,mf\,‘\ .

™

bowling pair for India, going past the pair of
Anil Kumble and Harbhajan Singh - 501
wickets.Ashwin and Jadeja helped India
dominate home Tests as the Asian giants
went on to build a fortress. The two spinners
were a nightmare to the opposition
batters as they relentlessly asked
tough questions.Ashwin and Jadeja
will reunite at the Chennai Super
Kings in IPL 2025. While Jadeja was
retained by the five-time champions
for Rs 18 crore, Ashwin was bought
at the auction in November for Rs
9.75 crore by CSK, who won a
bidding war for the off-spinner.
| A day after shocking the cricket world
with his retirement call, Ashwin
returned to Chennai. The off-spinner
will not be part of the remainder of
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy -- Boxing Day
Test in Melbourne and the New Year's Test
in Sydney."I am going to play for CSK, and
don't be surprised if I try and aspire to play
for as long as I can. I don't think Ashwin the
cricketer is done. I think Ashwin the Indian
cricketer has probably called it time.

"SO,

about the refereeing work,” he added.

PSG ultimately won the match 4-2 over
Monaco. Ousmane Dembélé delivered an
electrifying performance, netting a brace,
while Gongalo Ramos and Desire Douée
each added a goal to seal the win. The
victory extended PSG’s lead at the top of
the Ligue 1 table to 10 points, showcasing
their domestic dominance under Luis
Enrique.

However, despite their strong league
performance, PSG continues to face
challenges in the newly formatted
Champions League. The Parisian side
currently sits outside the qualification
spots for the knockout stages with only
two group-stage games left to play, raising
concerns about their European
campaign.Monaco, on the other hand,
remains in third place in Ligue 1, level on
points with second-place Marseille, which
has a game in hand. The loss was a setback
for Monaco, but they remain firmly in the

race fora Champions League spot.

The injury to Donnarumma adds to PSG’s

growing list of concerns as they balance their

Ligue 1 dominance with the pressure of

advancing in Europe. The club will now

await updates on Donnarumma’s condition
as they prepare for a crucial phase in their
season.

Underestimated intensity of
world championship, was not at
my 100 percent: D Gukesh

New Delhi Chess world champion D Gukesh

explained why he was not at his best in the
Chess World Championship tournament
against Dig Liren. The 14-game final had
copped criticism from legendary Magnus
Carlsen Vladimir Kramnik for being poor in
quality.Speaking to India Today in an
exclusive interview, Gukesh responded to the
criticism and accepted that he was not at his
best during the finals. Gukesh stated that he
underestimated the intensity of the
tournament and the stress that he was going to
face over the 2-week period.

In the tournament, a blunder from Liren in the

final game saw Gukesh capitalise and secure
the win and become the youngest chess World
Champion in history. However, the quality of
the final did come under scrutiny. Former
world champions Carlsen and Vladimir
Kramnik were vocal in expressing their
displeasure at the Gukesh vs Liren match.
Kramnik called it "the end of chess as we

know it," while Carlsen would comment that
it felt like a second or third round clash in an
open tournament.Gukesh spoke about the
criticism and said that he had reached his best
level in the Candidates tournament, which
helped him qualify for the Chess World
Championship Final and during the Chess
Olympiad - where he won the individual gold
medal on Board 1."I would have preffered tro
play better than I have, but I also understand
that this was my first experience of this kind.
To be honest I underestimated the kind of
intensity the tournament has. I thought it
would be similar to the candidates but it was
not at all that. The kind of work that we did in
the openings, the kind of emptional stress I
had to face was different, something that [ had
never experienced," Gukesh spoke about the
quality ofthe chess in the tournament.

it's understandable that 1 was not at
hundred per cent but it is also something to
realise that even though I was not at hundred
per cent I could beat one of the best players in
the world in an stressful environment. And
you know, [ have shown my best at candidates
and in the Olympiad level and I am confident
that T can achieve those heights again in
future," he further added.

Vinicius, Mbappe, Rodrygo score as
Real Madrid lift Intercontinental Cup

«Real Madrid defeated Pachuca 3-
0in the 2024 Intercontinental
Cup final, with Mbappe, Rodrygo,
and Vinicius Jr delivering stellar
performances to secure their
second trophy of the season
after a dominant display against
the Liga MX side.

Real Madrid clinched the 2024
Intercontinental Cup with a commanding 3-0
victory over Mexican Liga MX club
Pachuca, showcasing their attacking prowess
with goals from Kylian Mbappe, Vinicius Jr,
and Rodrygo Goes. The win marked their
second trophy this season, following their

UEFA Super Cup triumph.

Pachuca started the match with intent,
pressing forward aggressively and
creating early chances. However,
despite several attempts, they failed
to truly test Thibaut Courtois, who
remained untroubled in goal. Real
Madrid, patient in their build-up,
took control of the game in the 37th
minute when Kylian Mbappe broke
the deadlock. The French forward
expertly converted a precise pass
from Jude Bellingham, whose
midfield dynamism stood out
throughout the game.

In the second half, Pachuca nearly found an
equaliser in the 52nd minute through Nelson
Deossa. The midfielder’s brilliant solo run
into the Real Madrid box ended with a shot
that narrowly deflected past the post,
offering a glimpse of hope for the Mexican

side. However, their momentum was short-

lived, as Los Blancos capitalized
immediately afterward.In the 53rd minute,
Rodrygo unleashed a stunning long-range
strike to double Madrid’s lead. Receiving the
ball on the left edge of the penalty area, the
Brazilian shifted to his right foot and curled a

magnificent effort beyond Pachuca
goalkeeper “scar Ustari, leaving the crowd
in awe.Real Madrid sealed the victory in
the 84th minute with a penalty from
Vin-cius Jr., the reigning FIFA Best 2024
award winner. The penalty was awarded
after Lucas Vazquez was brought down in
the box, and Vin-cius confidently slotted
the ball into the net, putting the result
beyond doubt.

Despite Pachuca’s spirited performance,
they could not match the clinical finishing
and tactical dominance of the Spanish
giants. With this win, Real Madrid added
another prestigious title to their illustrious

history and showcased why they remain a

force to be reckoned with in world football.

Their attacking trio of Mbappé, Vin-cius, and

Rodrygo proved instrumental once again,

reinforcing their status as one of the most

formidable units in football.
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Jackie Shroff Turns Protective For
A l @ Shah Rukh Khan’s Daughter Suhana,

' Asks Paps ‘Light Mat Marana’
( S 15

Looks Stressed, Kareena Kapoor

Attempts To Calm Her Down In

lia Bhatt and Kareena Kapoor appeared to be
engaging in an intense chat during the opening
night of the Raj Kapoor Film Festival in Mumbai.
Alia and Kareena joined their fellow Kapoor family
members — Neetu Kapoor, Riddhima Kapoor Sahni,
Karisma Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan, Ranbir Kapoor and
others — to celebrate Raj Kapoor’s 100th birth \!
anniversary. The family hosted a special red carpet
event and posed for the cameras. Amid the photo ops,

a video has now revealed that Alia appeared to be \

spotted at an event in the city. But what

grabbed our attention was Jackie showing
his fatherly instincts when he came to the
rescue of Shah Rukh Khan’s daughter. A video
of the incident has been making rounds on
social media, earning Jackie praise for his
sweet gesture.In the video, shared by Snehzalal,
we can see Suhana Khan leaving the event and
Jackie is making sure she is safely rescued to
her car. The actor even asked Paps not to focus
light more. “Zyada light mat marna," the actor
was heard saying. Suhana was also smiling and
later thanked him for the sweet gesture. One of
the fans wrote, “Wowow so beautiful."

Suhana Khan will be seen with her father Shah
Rukh Khan in King. As reported by Mid Day,
Anirudh Ravichander has been roped in to
compose the music for King. Reports reveal
that the music composer has started working on
the tunes for the film. The report also
mentioned that the movie will kickstart the
shoot in January. The makers have zeroed in on
Budapest which will provide the perfect
atmosphere which is needed for the film due to
its cold weather. The pre-production will start
from October onwards. The dialogues have
been crafted by Abbas Tyrewala who recently
worked on War 2. The report stated that the first
draft of the dialogues had been prepared.
Additionally, Shah Rukh, Suhana, Abhishek
Bachchan, and Abhay Verma will start the
shootin January.

King will explore the story of a complex don who
turns to be a mentor to a girl. Shah Rukh will
play the role of a don while Suhana will be seen
as his mentee. The report mentioned that
Bachchan will be seen in a negative role.On the
work front, Jackie Shroff will be next seen in
Baby John co starring Varun Dhawa, Keerthy
Suresh. The film is releasing on Christmas this
year. Jointly written by Atlee, Kalees and Sumit
Arora, Baby John is the adaptation of Atlee’s
2016 release Tamil film Theri. While Varun
Dhawan stars in the lead role, Keerthy Suresh
is making her Bollywood debut with this
Kalees directorial. The film is produced under
Jio Studios, Cinel Studios and A for Apple
Productions. The film will release on
December25,2024.

Madhu Chopra Reveals How

Nick Jonas Asked For
Priyanka Chopra’s Hand In

2? 2

Jackie Shroff and Suhana Khan were recently

stressed while Kareena seemingly tried to help ease

her tension. However, it seems like her worries were
soon sorted as she posed with Ranbir, Karisma,
Kareena, Saif, Randhir Kapoor and Babita. Check
out the video below:

The RK Film Festival,
organised by PVR INOX
Limited and the Film
Heritage Foundation,
pays homage to Raj
Kapoor’s timeless
cinematic legacy. The
three-day event kicked
off with a grand opening
night, featuring
screenings of Kapoor’s
iconic films, such as
Awaara, Shree 420, and
Mera Naam Joker, in
select theatres across 40
cities.Several stars,
including Mahesh Bhatt,
Rekha, Kartik Aaryan,
Sharvari, Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Farhan Akhtar, — 7
Rekha, Padmini
Kolhapure, Vicky Kaushal, Boney Kapoor, Soni Razdan, Shaheen Bhatt,
and Vicky Kaushal, among others were present at the event. L

The Raj Kapoor Film Festival is playing 10 of his biggest films. The festival
will feature Raj Kapoor’s most celebrated works, spanning almost four
decades including including — Aag (1948), Barsaat (1949), Awaara (1951), ﬁ
Shree 420 (1955), Jagte Raho (1956), Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hai (1960), e
Sangam (1964), Mera Naam Joker (1970), Bobby (1973) and Ram Teri . : &
Ganga Maili (1985).Meanwhile, on the work front, Alia has two movies in ; ‘:-j \ | G O A

@ 4

the making. She is currently filming for Alpha, with Sharvari. The film is a Fd ¥
part of YREF’s spy universe. She also has Love & War, which is helmed by 4
Sanjay Leela Bhansali. The film also stars Ranbir Kapoor and Vicky

Kaushal.

riyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas are among
the most loved couples globally. They

have often impressed fans with their

chemistry. Well, recently a video of Madhu
Chopra sharing how Nick Jonas asked for
Priyanka Chopra’s hand has gone viral. She

“' -
praised him while revealing the information.

- Reddit has shared the video on its thread. Madhu
Chopra was quoted saying, “Ek din Nick
mujhe bola tha aapko lunch pe leke jana hai.

Leke gaya lunch pe. Aur puchne lage kaisa
ladka aap chahte hai Priyanka ke liye. Maine
bataya Falana Falana boxes hone chahiye tick.

% Shocks Fans About Her Marriage; Reveals She = e ucsiiciuh izn i
: ° ° aapka box untick nai hoga. I was so like
Married Mathias Boe In 2023 Not 2024 g s

! I ‘aapsee Pannu left everyone shocked  successes and failures of one’s career often spill batau describe karna bahot difficult hai as I

. ; . . . barely knew him that time. Toh ek impression
when she got married to her boyfriend ~ over into personal life, causing unnecessary aata hai ki solid hai. This person is solid and so

Mathias Boe in March 2024. However,to  stress. I’ve always "strived to maintain a balance yeah I was happy very happy."

add more, the actress recently gurprlsed by  between the two."The actor and the former = o, pecember 1. Priyanka Chopra and Nick
revealing that she tied the knot with her long- ~ Olympic medallist tied the knot on March 23. Jonas celebrated another year of love, marking
time beau in December 2023 and not in March ~ Their families and closest friends attended the their anniversary. They got married in 2018 ata
2024. Yes, you are reading right. Taapsee made  ceremony. A source revealed, “The wedding took grand wedding at Umaid Bhawan Palace in
this claim during an place in Udaipur and was an Jodhpur. To commemorate this special
interaction with i extremely intimate affair. The milestone, Priyanka’s mother, Madhu Chopra,
Agenda Aaj . pre-wedding festivities kick- shared a throwback video collage on
Tak.Speaking at ¥ started on March 20. The couple Instagram, showcasing some of the couple’s
her session about was very sure that they didn’t magical wedding moments.The touching
her intimate want any media attention on footage showcased unforgettable moments
wedding held in their big day. Both of them are from their wedding, capturing everything from

the joyful haldi ceremony to the sacred pheras.
Priyanka radiated elegance in a deep rose
lehenga by the renowned designer Sabyasachi,
while Nick looked equally dashing in a cream

known to be very private and
reserved people and they
wouldn’t have had it any other

Udaipur, Taapsee
said, “People
were unaware of

my wedding this ’ way.” . sherwani. As the video played, an overlay text
year as we didn’t Taapsee Pannu and Danish appeared which read, “{)A 1}(/)V€ story rootyed in
make a formal badminton coach Mathias Boe tradition and filled with magic."
announcement. — met at the inaugural Indian © priyanka and Nick celebrated their wedding
In fact, we got Badminton League in 2013. anniversary with a cosy dinner date in New
married last year Love blossomed between the York City, looking effortlessly stylish as they
in December. two and soon the families met. stepped out together. The couple turned heads
Our wedding While Taapsee largely managed as they coordinated in sleek black ensembles.
anniversary is coming soon. We simply  to keep details about her love life under wraps, Priyanka dazzled in a chic black mini dress
signed the papers then. If I hadn’t she once stated in an interview that they began paired with a black leather jacket and knee-
mentioned it today, no one would have chatting on X (formerly Twitter) and then high boots. On the other hand, Nick sported a
known." proceeded to meet one another. A report recently sharp black shacket layered over a polo shirt,
She added, “We wanted to maintain a clear  stated that they are all set to get married in March finished off with straight-leg pants for a
distinction between our personal and after dating each other for over a decade.On the polished look.As they walked hand in hand

professional lives. I've observed that excessive ~ work front, Taapsee was last seen in Phir Aayi ﬂ;m‘flgﬁl r?lidt}?\gn Me}nthattanz Prityarﬁia
exposure of personal life in professional life  Haseen Dillruba, Woh Ladki Hai Kahaan, and paa};rlallzgi be greileaginVlt% ?Igir CS;%H 0 the
can negatively impact both spheres. The Khel Khel Mein. pap g :
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