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Vodafone Idea (Vi) today

announced a partnership
with Motorola India. As
a part of this partnership,
the two companies are
working together over
deployment of Vodafone
Idea’s 5G network in
India. The telecom gi-
ant today said that it has
successfully tested its 5G
network over Motorola’s
portfolio of 5G smart-
phones. The company
also said that this testing
happened in New Delhi
over 3350 to 3400 MHz
spectrum bands on Vi

5G network. Also Read -
OnePlus launch event to-
morrow: OnePlus 11 5G,
OnePlus 11R 5G, One-
Plus Pad and more ex-
pected The two compa-
nies also shared a list of
all of the Motorola’s 5G
smartphones that support
Vi’s 5G smartphone. The
list includes — Motorola
Edge 30 Ultra, Motorola
Edge 30 Fusion, Moto
G62 5G, Motorola Edge
30, Moto G82 5G, Mo-
torola Edge 30 Pro, Moto
G71 5G, Moto G51 5G,
Motorola Edge 20, Mo-

torola Edge 20 Pro, and
Motorola Edge 20 Fu-
sion smartphones. Also
Read - How to lock in-
cognito tabs in Chrome
on Android and i0OS “We
are happy to partner with
Motorola in one more
step towards our 5G roll
out. We believe that the
partnership will help de-
velop the 5G device eco-
system, helping more Vi
customers upgrade to a
superior 5G ready smart-
phone in time for service
roll out,” Vodafone Idea
CMO, Avneesh Kho-
sla, said on the occasion.
Also Read - Dell report-
edly fires 6,650 employ-
ees in latest job cuts This
announcement indicates
that Vodafone Idea is
inching closer to the roll
out of its 5G services in
India. However, the com-
pany is yet to announce
the date of roll out of its
5G services in the coun-
try yet. 5G in India For
the unversed, Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi of-
ficially launched 5G ser-
vices in India in October
last month. Shortly after,
both Reliance Industries’
Jio and Bharti Enterprise’
Airtel started deploying
their 5G services in cit-
ies across the country. As
of now, Reliance Jio has
rolled out its standalone
5G network, dubbed as
True 5G services, in 226
cities across the country
with Haridwar in Utta-
rakhand being the latest
one to join the list. Bharti
Airtel, on the other hand,
has so far deployed its
5G services in 77 cit-
ies across the country
with Bhopal, Ujjain and
Gwalior being the latest
cities to join the list. It
is worth noting that both
Airtel and Jio are offering
their 5G services at 4G
tariffs in India. While Jio
says that it will complete
5G roll out by the end of
December 2023,
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ISRO Releases New Pic-
tures of the Moon From
70km  Altitude ISRO
has released some more
pictures of the Moon
captured by the camera
attached to the Vikram
Lander Module. In its
latest update on Chan-
drayaan-3’s planned soft
landing on the Moon’s
South Pole, ISRO mean-
while said the mission is
on schedule and systems
are undergoing regular
checks. Read the full
story here. 16:12 (IST)
The Moon’s Many Mys-
teries, Explained How
old is the Moon? Why
do ISRO scientists want
to land the Chandray-
aan-3 on the Moon’s
South Pole? Does wa-
ter/ice exist on the lunar
south pole? These ques-
tions and many others
are answered by Dr. TV
Venkateswaran, a scien-
tist at Vigyan Prasar, an
autonomous organisation

Sony PlayStation 5, God of War Ragnarok
Bundie pre-hooking starts

It’s February and today
(February 7) is the first
Sony PS5 restock of the
month. This PlaySta-
tion 5 restock is differ-
ent since the price of the
console has been hiked
and also, there’s the God
of War Ragnarok bundle
going up for pre-book-
ing. Also Read - PlaySta-
tion 5 God of War Ragn-
arok Bundle to go up for
pre-booking on February
7 Sony PlayStation 5 re-
stock, God of War Ragn-
arok Bundle pre-booking
The Sony PlayStation 5
will be available in the
disc version priced at
Rs 54,990. On the other
hand, the Sony PS5 God
of War Ragnarok bundle
costs Rs 59,390. Also
Read - PlayStation Plus
Collection will not be ac-
cessible from May 8 This
time around the price

PlayStation's Console

le

God of War™ Ragnarok Bundle

159,390/~

PRE BOOK FROM FEB 7, 2023 at 12 PM

has been increased and
it also affects the bundle.
For instance, last time the
Horizon Forbidden West
bundle was priced under
Rs 55,000. But for the
GOW Ragnarok bundle,
buyers have to shell out
more, almost closer to

the Rs 60,000 mark. For
the unversed, the price of
the PS5 console was in-
creased back in Novem-
ber last year. Nonethe-
less, if you are interested
in pre-booking the con-
sole or GOW Ragnarok
bundle, you can head to

WhatsApp: How to use the
proxy feature to access it

WhatsApp has announced a
new proxy feature that will
allow users to get access to
the messaging app even if
their connection is blocked.
WhatsApp aims to provide
a secure connection for us-
ers during internet shut-
downs, or for people resid-
ing in WhatsApp-banned
countries like Iran. Also
Read - WhatsApp an-
nounces new proxy support
feature to allow users to ac-
cess it even during internet
shutdowns As per a state-
ment by WhatsApp, “Our
wish for 2023 is that these
internet shutdowns never
happen. Such blockades, as
we have seen in Iran over

the past several months, vi-
olate people’s human rights
and prevent them from get-
ting immediate help.” Also
Read - WhatsApp removes
NY live stream, after min-
ister Rajeev Chandrasekhar
objects WhatsApp has
rolled out proxy support on
the app for all users. Also
Read - WhatsApp update:
WhatsApp working on fea-
ture to let users select chats
on Desktop beta Here’s a
step-by-step guide on how
you can set up the What-
sApp proxy feature on your
smartphones. How to use
WhatsApp proxy on An-
droid, iOS Notably, to get
access to this feature, you

need to make sure that you
are using the latest version
of the app. Open WhatsApp
and open Settings from
the top right corner Tap on
Storage & data > Proxies
> Use proxy Select “Set up
proxy” and enter the proxy
address. Once done, Tap
‘Save’. You will see a green
check once it is set up In
case you still are not receiv-
ing messages or are unable
to send messages, the proxy
might be banned too. You
can try deleting that par-
ticular proxy and then set
up a new one. Additionally,
WhatsApp reveals “If you
have access to the Internet,
you can search social media
or search engines to find re-
liable sources that have cre-
ated proxies.” WhatsApp
says that the proxy does not
affect the privacy of users
as private messages cannot
be accessed by proxy, or
Meta as these messages will
be end-to-end encrypted.
However, the messaging
platform clarifies that us-
ing a third-party proxy will
share your IP address with
the proxy provider as they
are not provided by What-
sApp itself. WhatsApp says
that the proxy does not af-
fect the privacy of users as

ShopATSC,  Amazon.
in, e2zStore, and other
authorized online stores
at 12 PM. What’s in the
GOW Ragnarok Bundle?
Buyers who are getting
the PS5 console for the
first time could go with
a bundle since it comes

with the game to get
started with. That said,
here’s what the PS5 God
of Wat Ragnarok Bundle
gets you. PS5 console 1x
wireless controller GOW
Ragnarok full game
voucher Printed mate-
rials HDMI cable AC
power cord Sony Play-
Station 5 specifications
and features The Sony
PlayStation 5 comes
powered by a custom
AMD Zen 2 octa-core
processor clocked at up
to 3.5GHz. It has RDNA
2 GPU, 10.3 TFPOs, and
16GB of GDDR6 RAM.
The console has 825GB
of SSD storage, which
is expandable via the
NVMe M.2 SSD slot.
The PS5 is capable of
playing games at 120fps
and supports 4K Blu-ray.
It also has Dolby Atmos
and 7.1 surround sound

under the Department of
Science and Technology
(DST), and a member of
the public outreach com-
mittee of the Astronomi-
cal Society of India. Read
the full story here. 14:41
(IST) ISRO Releases
New Images of the Moon
We have fresh visuals of
the Moon, captured by
the Lander Imager Cam-
era 4 on August 20, 2023.
14:18:53 (IST) What Do
We Know About the
Presence of Frozen Wa-
ter on the Moon? ISRO
is attempting to land its
Chandrayaan-3  space-
craft on the Moon’s south
pole, a mission that could
advance India’s space
ambitions and expand
knowledge of lunar wa-
ter ice, potentially one
of the moon’s most valu-
able resources. Here’s
what’s known about the
presence of frozen water
on the moon - and why
space agencies and pri-

down to Soft Landing

vate companies see it as
a key to a moon colony,
lunar mining and poten-
tial missions to Mars.
Read the full explainer
here. 13:36 (IST) Chan-
drayaan-3 Is on Sched-

ule, ISRO Confirms
The ISRO has tweeted
that the Moon mission
is smooth sailing and
systems are undergo-
ing regular checks. The
space agency has also re-
leased some new visuals
of the Moon captured by
the Lander Position De-
tection Camera (LPDC)
from an altitude of about

70 km. 13:01:12 (IST)
Race for Moon Resourc-
es Has Begun While
ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3
1S on course to make a
soft landing on the lu-
nar South Pole, Russia’s
Luna-25 Moon mission
encountered  problems
over the weekend and
crashed on the Moon’s
surface, thus ending
the nation’s first Moon
mission in 47 years in
failure. Now, after the
Luna-25 crash, the head
of Russia’s space agency
Roskosmos has said that
the race to explore and

How to lock incognito tahs In
Chrome on Android and 10S

Google Chrome, unlike
some other browsers, comes
with several security fea-
tures. It has features such
as a password manager, safe
browsing, and safety check.
Also Read - How to make
Google Chrome your de-
fault web browser on Win-
dows PC, Mac, Android
phone, iPhone Sometime
back, Google also updated
the app to make the Incog-
nito experience better on
smartphones. It introduced
fingerprint/facial  locking
for Incognito tabs on the
Chrome browser. With the
help of fingerprint/facial
lock, you can secure your
private searches. Although
this feature was accessible
for some time, not many
know about it. That said, in
this article, we’ll show how
you can lock incognito tabs
on Google Chrome on An-
droid and iOS. How to fin-
gerprint/facial lock Google
Chrome’s Incognito tabs
Before we get started make
sure you are on the latest

version of Google Chrome.
You can check if the app
is updated on PlayStore/
App Store. Once you are
on the latest version of the
app, follow the steps below.
Android On Android, you’ll
first need to enable the re-
authentication option. Step
1: Open Google Chrome on
your Android device Step 2:
Head to the flags page by
entering the following URL
— chrome://flags Step 3:
Search Reauthentication for
incognito in the search bar
Step 4: Once you follow the
third step, you should see
‘Enable device reauthenti-

cation for Incognito.’, tap
on the Default option. Step
5: Select Enabled from the
list of options and relaunch
the app Step 6: Now, tap on
the three dots in the upper
right corner Step 7: Tap on
Settings Step 8: Open the
Privacy and Security tab
Step 9: Turn on the ‘Lock
incognito tabs when you
leave Chrome’ option Now,
whenever you close the app
in between your surfing in
incognito mode, all the in-
cognito tabs will be locked
with a fingerprint i0OS If you
are on i0S.

Big Tech Firms Not Doing Enough to Remove Fake News,
Comply With EU Online Gontent Rules: NGO Avaaz

Twitter, Google’s You-
Tube, Meta Platform’s
Facebook, Microsoft’s
Linkedln and TikTok
are not doing enough to
remove fake news from
their platforms, raising
doubts about their abil-
ity to comply with new
EU online content rules,
activist NGO Avaaz said
on Tuesday. The com-
panies are due to pres-
ent reports this week on
the measures they have
taken to comply with the
updated EU code of prac-
tice on disinformation
which is linked to the on-
line content rules known
as the Digital Services
Act (DSA) that came
into force last November.
Avaaz said it analysed a
sample pool of 108 fact-
checked pieces of content
related to a 2022 Ameri-
can anti-vaccine film and
found efforts by the so-
cial media platforms in-
cluding Meta’s Instagram
to remove disinforma-
tion fell short. Meta Can
Be Sued for Inhumane

“Overall, just 22 percent
of disinformation content
we analysed was either
labelled or removed by
the six major platforms,”
Avaaz said. It said the
companies did not do
enough to tackle disin-
formation in languages
other than English. “De-
spite  explicit platform
commitments in the code
to improve their services
in all EU languages, our
research found that in
certain EU languages -
Italian, German, Hungar-
ian, Danish, Spanish and
Estonian - no platform
took any action against
violating posts,” Avaaz
said. Google Announces
ChatGPT Rival Bard,
Releases Al Service to
Early Testers “This study
suggests that most of the
major platforms are fail-
ing to comply with their
Code of Practice commit-
ments and might infringe
upcoming DSA obliga-
tions,” the group said.
Meta, Alphabet, Twitter,
and Microsoft last year

Working Conditions, vowed to take a tougher
Rules Kenyan Court line against disinforma-
o0 ©

tion after committing to
the updated EU code.
Companies face fines up
to 6 percent of their glob-
al turnover. no platform
took any action against
violating posts,” Avaaz
said. Google Announces
ChatGPT Rival Bard,
Releases Al Service to

Early Testers “This study
suggests that most of the
major platforms are fail-
ing to comply with their
Code of Practice commit-
ments and might infringe
upcoming DSA obliga-

tions,” the group said.
Meta, Alphabet, Twitter,
and Microsoft last vear

vowed to take a tougher
line against disinforma-
tion after committing to
the updated EU code.
Companies face fines up
to 6 percent of their glob-
al turnover. Testers “This
study suggests that most
of the major platforms
are failing to complv with
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» Dhankhar said he was a farmer’s son and he would not ‘show weakness'.

New Delhi, Dec 13 The opposition’s
move to seek the impeachment of Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar led to pandemonium
in the Rajya Sabha on Friday. With opposition
and treasury benches clashing and the Chair-
man wading into the issue, the proceedings of
the House, which have been marred because
of the issue and the Adani controversy, were
adjourned in the first hour itself. Before the ad-
journments, Dhankhar said he was a farmer’s
son and he would not ‘show weakness’.“Day in
and day out there is only a campaign against
the Chairman.....it's a campaign not against
me; it's a campaign against category to which
I belong,” he asserted.The Chairman, before
adjourning the proceedings at around 11.45
am till Monday, appealed to Leader of the Op-
position in the House Mallikarjun Kharge and
Leader of the House JP Nadda to come to his
chamber to find a way out to end the logjam.
"I appeal to you, Khargeji, please spare time,
accept my prayer, and see me in my chamber

today.The same request I am making to the
Leader of the House also... I will try to navigate
things so that we are able to work as members
of the House. I would expect Kharge Ji to re-
spond. Let us meet in my chamber and find a
way out,” Dhankhar said.To this, a visibly an-
gry Kharge retorted, “How can I respect you?

Wil k0l N

You are insulting me”.As he was speaking, the
Chair adjourned the proceedings till Monday.
Trouble arose after BJP’s Radha Mohan Das
Agrawal raised a point of order and narrated
the procedure related to the no-confidence
motion against the Vice President of India, who
is an ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

Over 350 attendees from 36 countries engaged
In transformative discussions on innovation,
sustainability,and societal impact

New Delhi, 13 December : Shiv Nadar Insti-
tution of Eminence (iOE) , Delhi-NCR, suc-
cessfully hosted the Innovation and Impact
Summit 2024 in collaboration with the Times
Higher Education (THE), a leading global plat-
form for higher education data and insights.

The event was inauguared by Chief Guest
Professor Anil Sahasrabudhe, Chairman of Na-
tional Educational Technology Forum (NETF);
Chairman of the Executive Committee of Na-
tional Assessment and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) and Chairman, National Bureau of
Accreditation (NBA), India. The inauguration
ceremony featured Phil Baty, Chief Global
Affairs Officer of THE and Shikhar Malhotra,
Chancellor of Shiv Nadar IoE.

The event saw the participation of 380 at-
tendees from diverse sectors, including aca-
demia, industry, and government. Over three
days, the event explored various critical topics
such as Al, space, neuroscience, health inno-
vations, clean energy, sustainability, and many
more.Professor Anil Sahasrabudhe, Chair-
man of the National Educational Technology
Forum and Chairman of EC National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Council, said, "I am
delighted to be a part of this prestigious event
celebrating India's remarkable progress in in-
novation and education.

India, moving from 81st to 39th position
on the Global Innovation Index in just nine
years, reflects the power of blending our rich
intellectual heritage with modern innovation.
Initiatives like the Atal Innovation Mission and
the National Education Policy 2020 transform
classrooms into creativity hubs, preparing our
youth to tackle global challenges with confi-
dence and ingenuity."Reflecting on the sum-
mit's success, Shikhar Malhotra, Chancellor,
Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence, Delhi —

NCR, said, "The Impact and Innovation Sum-
mit 2024 marks a great moment for Shiv Nadar
Institution of Eminence, Delhi-NCR. We thank
Times Higher Education to host this presti-
gious event in India for the first time.

With participation from 36 countries and
discussions spanning domains such as space
technology, philanthropy, education and
entrepreneurship, , these three days were
testament to the power of collaboration and
diverse perspectives. Shiv Nadar Institution
of Eminence, Delhi-NCR, as the largest ini-
tiative of the Shiv Nadar Foundation, stands
firmly rooted in our founder's vision of giv-
ing back to society through education and
innovation. Events like these reaffirm our
commitment to driving meaningful prog-
ress, addressing pressing global challenges

in higher education, and advancing collec-
tive solutions through visionary thinking
and cross-sector engagement."

Adding to the sentiment, Phil Baty, Chief
Global Affairs Officer, Times Higher Education
(THE), stated, "I would like to thank Shiv Na-
dar Institution of Eminence, Delhi - NCR for
providing inspiration, demonstrating the in-
novation and ensuring the impact of this event
by hosting us all here this week.

This summit was truly a place to forge new
friendships, collaborations, a platform for ac-
tion, and a call to reassert the role of higher
education as a worldwide force of good. The
summit provided a unique opportunity to
highlight the critical challenges and innovative
solutions that will ultimately shape the future
of both technology and society.
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New Delhi, Dec 13 Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Friday paid trib-
utes to those killed in the terrorist at-
tack on Parliament in 2001. He said that
the country remains eternally grateful
for their courage and dedication.

Modi paid tribute to them at a com-
memoration event held in Parliament
complex. Eight security personnel
had made the supreme sacrifice in the

PM Modi pays
tributes to Parliament
attack victim

attack carried out by Pakistan-based
terrorist organisations. A gardener
was also killed.

Security forces killed all five terrorists
involved in the attack. Modi on X post-
ed, “Paid homage to those martyred in
the 2001 Parliament attack. Their sacri-
fice will forever inspire our nation. We
remain eternally grateful for their cour-
age and dedication.”

Target to produce
20 gigawatts of green

Hyderabad, Dec.13 Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka said
the State government is formulating a
special plan to produce 20 gigawatts
of green power by 2030 and as part of
its endeavour, it is working with de-
termination for achieving the goal in
the energy sector.

As part of the National Energy Con-
servation Week to be held from De-
cember 14 to 20, 2024, the electricity
conservation celebrations will be held
in Telangana on a grand scale.On the
occasion, Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka unveiled the electricity

power by 2030 : Bhattl

conservation calendar for the year 2025
prepared by the officials of the Telan-
gana State Renewable Energy Develop-
ment Corporation (TGREDCO) at Pra-
gathi Bhavan here on Friday.

Addressing the programme, the
Deputy Chief Minister revealed that
the government will formulate a spe-
cial action plan with the aim of es-
tablishing 20GW of renewable energy
by 2030 and 40GW by 2035.He stated
that technology-based measures are
being taken in all sectors to achieve
energy conservation and energy effi-
ciency in Telangana.

Bachpan se yahi dekha hal, Rajnath

Singh’s dig at Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi, Dec 13 In a dig
at Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,

Pay attention to Bangladesh,
act to end Hindus’ misery: Uddhav

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said it was natural for some Oppo-
sition leaders to roam around with
copies of the Indian Constitution
in their pockets.

“Today many leaders of the
Opposition roam around with
the copies of the Constitution in
their pockets. Inhone backpan se
yahi dekha hai...This is what they
have learnt from their childhood
days. For generations they have
seen their family members keep
the Constitution in their pockets
only,” Singh said as he opened the
debate on the 75th anniversary of
the adoption of Indian Constitu-
tion in Lok Sabha on Friday.

Rahul Gandhi and several Con-
gress leaders have been flaunting
red covered copies of the Consti-
tution while on campaign trails in
a series of recent elections, espe-
cially 2024 Lok Sabha polls, where
they accused the BJP-led NDA of

seeking 400 seats to change the
Constitution.

Today in the Lok Sabha, Rajnath
Singh recalling the Congress stal-
warts -- late Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
-- said the Congress leaders always
used the Constitution as tool to
advance their political interests.
Singh said for the BJP, the Consti-

tution is a sacred document to be
revered with the head bowed and
for the Congress it is a copy to be
keptin a pocket.

“Our commitment to the Con-
stitution is clear. We have never
played with institutional autono-
my ever. Constitutional values for
us are not exhibits, these values
are reflected in our actions,”

Thackeray to PM Modi

Mumbai, Dec 13 Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav Thac-
keray has called upon Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to take
note of the severe atrocities be-
ing perpetrated on the Hindus
in Bangladesh and immediately
intervene in the matter.

“Why is the government silent
on the atrocities on the plight of
Hindus in Bangladesh? The Op-
position has been raising the issue
in Parliament for the past few days
on the injustice being meted out
to the minority Hindus there, but
nothing is being done by India,”
Thackeray said on Friday.

Speaking to mediapersons, he
said a couple of months ago when
the Bangladesh cricket team had
come to India (September-Octo-
ber), Aditya Thackeray had de-
manded that we should not play
with them, but the government

kept mum and did nothing about
it. “We want to know why the PM
is not saying anything on this.
Hindus are being targeted daily,
the ISKCON Temple was burnt,
their leaders were arrested and
subjected to action, but we are
silent,” Thackeray said.Taking a
jibe, Thackeray said that “on be-
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half of all the Hindus in the coun-
try”, he was appealing to the PM
that just as he had taken action
in the Ukraine crisis, he should
do the same in Bangladesh to en-
sure that the attacks on Hindus
stop there.“There is no point in
making slogans like ‘batenge to
katenge, fatenge, marenge,’ etc.
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Shubman Gill toasts old Gabba memories
as he prepares to make new ones

» The India batter has looked good in his two innings this series but will want a few more runs to show for it

Brisbane, Dec 13 It didn’t take long
for the memories to come flooding back
for Shubman Gill. People forget he played
a big part at the Gabba in 2021.0nly 21
years old, playing his third Test match, he
walked out into perhaps the most intimi-
dating stage Australia had to offer - their
captain Tim Paine had made a point to
remind them of that when they were able
to salvage a draw in Sydney earlier - and
looked like he belonged.Gill at his best is
comes with a volume warning, because
when he hits the ball, it just reverber-
ates around the ground. Sometimes you
feel like you could pick out his shots with
your eyes closed because the connection
is so crisp.Early in India’s chase of 329,

he hit Mitchell Starc off the back foot all
along the ground through cover and on
commentary former England cricketer Isa
Guha exclaimed, “Crunched! Sound off the
bat. Shubman Gill. Wow!” It is unmissable.
The 91 he made at the top of the order set
India up for the miracle that followed.
“Definitely very nostalgic when I came
here,” Gill said on the eve of this year’s
Gabba Test against Australia. “The whole
team was coming and just walking to the
stadium again after 2021 win, felt very
nostalgic.” Apart from that natural gift, he
seems very well attuned to the vagaries of
batting. He understands how things can
go wrong and spends ages in the nets try-
ing to fix them. He also understands how

things can go right. Former India coach
Ravi Shastri recently spoke about how
Gill had gone up to Rishabh Pant at tea on
the final day of the 2021 Gabba Test and
pointed out that Australia might resort
to Marnus Labuschagne’s legspin to tide
them through to the second new ball and
that was a time to cash in. (Labuschagne
bowled only one over though)

“When you are out there one of the chal-
lenges is can you play the game how you
want to play the game irrespective of what’s
happening on the other end or what’s hap-
pening on the scorecard and I think I fal-
tered in the first innings around because of
that,” Gill said, “Because what happened on
the other end I kind of took that on me.
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At 18, Gukesh

New Delhi, Dec 13 At 18
years, six months and two weeks,
Indian grandmaster Gukesh Dam-
maraju became the youngest world
chess champion defeating reigning
champion Ding Liren of China in
game 14 of the world title match in
Singapore on Thursday.

He will be crowned the chess
champion at a ceremony on Fri-
day.For Gukesh, dethroning Ding
in the last game of the hard-fought
14-round classical format matchup
by 7.5 points against his rival’s 6.5,
was the culmination of a childhood
dream of bringing back the coveted
title to India.

As a seven-year-old chess en-
thusiast in 2013, Gukesh had seen
first Indian world chess champion
Viswanathan Anand lose his title
to Norwegian Magnus Carlsen in
the match played in the custom-
ary sound-proof glass box room at
Chennai.

Ever since, the son of an ENT doc-
tor and a microbiologist mother
nurtured the dream of competing
in that glass box — also called the
fishtank by the chess grandmasters
where outsiders can see you but
you can’t see them. He finally did
so and came up trumps. “In 2013...
I'watched Vishy sir lose. I was young
but that vision has stayed in my
memory. The title was taken away
from India.

I wanted to be in the same glass
box and bring back the title. That
has been my dream for the past 10
years or so to be in the glass box.
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And my best moment, before this,
was when I entered the glass box
for the first game,” he shared after
winning the title.It was a befitting
birthday gift for Anand, who turned
55 yesterday.

Gukesh replaces Russian grand-
master Garry Kasparov as the young-
est world champion. Kasparov was
22 when he won the title. Gukesh
is also the 18th world champion —
Wilhelm Steinitz was the first to win
the crown in 1886.

This is Gukesh’s record third
world tournament victory in a cal-
endar year. He won the Candidates
tournaments, making him eligible
to challenge Ding, and later was part
of the Indian team that won the gold
at the Chess Olympiad. This is also
perhaps India’s biggest win against

conquers chess world

China at the world stage where both
countries compete on an equal foot-
ing — unlike athletics that is domi-
nated by China and hockey that is
balanced towards India.

Gukesh showed a remarkable
display of aggression and novelty
throughout the championship. He
kept pressing for a win in a rook-
bishop pawn endgame theoretically
drawn at the grandmaster level.

Playing with white, Ding had
opened with reverse Grunfeld opening
— where his light coloured bishop is
fianchettoed to control the h1-a8 diag-
onal. This control had proved decisive
in game 12 when he beat Gukesh. But
not today. Gukesh produced a surprise
sixth move by placing his kingside
knight on e7 to support the queenside
which was left weak in game 12.

ICC to finalise hybrid model
for Champions Trophy with
PCB chief on Saturday

New Delhi, Dec 13 The
ICC top brass is likely to finalise
the hybrid model modalities for
the Champions Trophy during
a virtual meeting with Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) chief Moh-
sin Naqvi on Saturday, it has
been learnt.It has been agreed
in principle that neither India
nor Pakistan will travel to each
other’s country for ICC events.
Hence, India and Pakistan will
play in Dubai during the 2025
Champions Trophy which will

be held from February 19 to
March 9.The tournament will
feature eight teams, divided into
two groups. The top two teams
from each group will advance to
the semifinals. The PCB had said
that it was willing to accept the
hybrid model only if the same
arrangement would be made for
all ICC events, awarded to India
and Pakistan.It means that when
India will host the 2025 Women’s
ODI World Cup, Pakistan will
not travel to the neighbouring

nation and play against them at
a neutral venue.During the 2026
men’s T20 World Cup, to be co-
hosted by India and Sri Lanka,
India will not be able to play the
marquee clash against Pakistan
at home and instead travel to
Colombo for the high-voltage
clash.“There’s a virtual meeting
tomorrow which ICC chairman
Jay Shah will join from Brisbane.
It is expected that ICC will make
an official announcement after
that,” an ICC official told.

2 factions in golf body set to
hold separate elections

New Delhi, Dec 13 The In-
dian Golf Union (IGU) is mired
in faction fights. The falling out
between IGU president Brijinder
Singh and secretary general Har-
ish Shetty has meant that both
factions will end up holding elec-
tions with different electoral rolls
and returning officers.The Shetty
group, in fact, has already fin-
ished holding its election — Shet-
ty was elected as president along-
side Basant Kumar Repswal as

Treesa-Gayatri keep

secretary general on Wednesday.
The Singh-led group will hold the
election on December 15 after the
Delhi High Court refused to inter-
vene in a petition filed by the Ben-
gal Golf Association challenging
its removal from the electoral roll
and the changing of returning of-
ficer Justice (retd) OP Garg at the
last moment.Singh changed Jus-
tice Garg after first removing BGA
and four other units that were like-
ly to side with Shetty in the elec-

tions. He appointed Justice Per-
mod Kohli and then finally Justice
(Retd.) Rameshwar Singh Malik
for the elections. The Delhi High
Court refused to interfere with the
election process as elections are
to be held within days.“Having
heard learned counsel for the pe-
titioner, IGU, and the Union of
India, I am of the view that it is
inappropriate at this stage to in-
terfere with the election process.
The poll is scheduled to be held

in five days, and any controversy
can be raised in challenge to the
election results, rather than dur-
ing the process,” Justice Prateek
Jalan said in his order.

Mbappe, Vinicius on target as
Real Madrid beat Atalanta 3-2

Madrid, Dec 13 Real Madrid’s
big stars turned on the style to revive
the Spanish giant’s faltering Cham-
pions League title defense.Galacti-
cos Kylian Mbappe, Vinicius Junior
and Jude Bellingham all scored in
a thrilling 3-2 win at Italian league
leader Atalanta. But Madrid still had
toride its luck as Mateo Retegui fired
over from in front of goal in stop-
page time when handed a golden
chance to level the game.It was only
Madrid’s third win in the competi-
tion’s revamped league phase and
leaves the 15-time champion in the

unseeded playoff positions in 18th
place. “It’s a very important win.
Not everyone wins here. We suffered
and competed. In the Champions
League, you have to suffer,” Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti said. “It’s still
difficult to finish in the top eight,
but we have two games left to earn
points.” Six-time champion Liver-
pool leads the way after maintaining
its perfect record in Europe this sea-
son with a 1-0 win against Girona.
Like Madrid, Paris Saint-Germain
also picked up a much-needed win,
beating Salzburg 3-0 to sit in the

last playoff spot in 24th place. Bayer
Leverkusen is second after a 1-0 win
over Inter Milan, while Aston Villa
beat Leipzig 3-2 and is third.The top
eight teams advance directly to the
round of 16. Positions nine to 24 face
a playoff to reach the next phase.

Real response

After three losses in its opening
five games of the league phase, the
pressure was mounting on Madrid.
Questions were also being asked
of Mbappe after his uncertain start
since his offseason move from PSG.
But he produced a moment of class

to fire Madrid 1-0 up after 10 min-
utes at Gewiss Stadium — control-
ling the ball with his left foot.

semis hopes alive

Hangzhou, Dec 13 The Indian
women’s doubles pair of Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand de-
feated the Malaysian combination
of Pearly Tan and Thinaah Mura-
litharan in straight games in their
second Group A tie to keep alive

-

their semifinal hopes at the BWF
World Tour Finals.Treesa and Gay-
atri, the only Indians to have quali-
fied for the season-ending tourna-
ment, beat their opponents 21-19
21-19 in just 46 minutes to stay
afloat in the competition.



