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21 patients undergoing treatment, 7 critical

Traffic on the Ajmer Highway continues to be heavily congested on Saturday afternoon.

Vikas Sharma
Jaipur

Two more patients injured
in the Bhankrota fire trag-
edy have succumbed to
their injuries, bringing the
total death toll to 14. Thir-
teen victims have died at
SMS Hospital, while one
fatality was reported from
Jaipuria Hospital.

SMS Hospital Superin-
tendent Dr. Sushil Bhati
said that 13 deaths oc-
curred at the hospital,
where 27 patients are still
undergoing treatment.
Among them, seven pa-
tients remain in critical
condition on ventilators.

HOSPITAL AWAITS
DNA REPORTS

Bhankrota fire

tragedy reveals

that the identities
of five deceased individu-
als have yet to be estab-
lished. Samples have
been collected from all
five deceased, along with
samples from three family
members who have come
forward to claim the bod-
ies. However, the hospital
has not yet received the
DNA report.

Meanwhile, on the ac-
cident site, traffic lights
at the U-turn have been

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE HOLDS FIRST
MEETING, REPORT TO BE SUBMITTED SOON

Jaipur: The first meeting of the committee formed to
investigate the tragic Bhankrota fire incident was held
on Saturday at the RTO office in Jhalana, chaired
by RTO Rajendra Singh Shekhawat. In its initial findings,
the committee has identified the tanker driver’s error as
the primary cause of the accident. It was revealed that the
driver had collided with an LPG-filled tanker, leading to the
catastrophic incident. The meeting also sought detailed
information from the National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) on several critical points to further assess the circum-
stances surrounding the accident. The committee is working
on finalising its investigation and will soon submit a compre-
hensive report to the Transport Secretary. This investigation
committee is tasked with conducting a thorough analysis of
the accident to prevent such tragedies in the future.

repaired, and electric ca-
bles are being installed.
The burnt vehicles from

the fire present a haunt-
ing scene, drawing atten-
tion from passersby.

HC takes suo
motu action
on Bhankrota
LPG blast

Lalit Sharma
Jaipur

Justice Anoop Dhand
of the Rajasthan
High Court, taking
suo motu cognizance
of the Bhankrota
LPG blast on the
Ajmer-Jaipur High-
way, has directed the
state government to
investigate and take
action against negli-
gent officials respon-
sible for the tragedy.
The court empha-
sized that such offi-
cials, whose care-
lessness and incom-
petence led to the
accident, must be
penalized following
the inquiry. It also
instructed the author-
ities to immediately
arrange appropriate
compensation for the
injured and the fami-
lies of the deceased.

The court high-
lighted the necessity
of relocating facto-
ries and warehouses
handling chemicals
and flammable mate-
rials away from pop-
ulated areas.

3 notorious cyber fraudsters arrested

< QO%|MEP

satyanarayan Sharma
Jaipur

In a significant operation,
Bajaj Nagar Police Sta-
tion Incharge Mamta
Meena raided a fake call
center operating from a
flat. The police arrested
three notorious cyber
fraudsters from the scene.
A large sum of Rs 5 lakh
in cash, along with sev-
eral mobile phones, lap-
tops, and IDs of foreign
nationals, were recov-
ered. The cyber criminals
had been operating from
Jaipur, targeting resi-
dents of the United States
for cyber fraud. For sev-
eral days, they had been
running a call center in
the city, defrauding for-
eign nationals of mil-
lions. Currently, the Ba-
jaj Nagar Police are inter-
rogating the criminals.

ILLEGAL DIAMONDS
WORTH 1.5 CR
IZED IjN BAN{SWARA

Banswara:

Garhi police in

Banswara in-
tercepted a private bus
and seized illegal dia-
monds worth approxi-
mately Rs 1.5 crore
along with Rs 77,370 in
cash. The operation led
to the arrest of three
individuals traveling
from Banswara to Him-
matnagar, Gujarat, who
failed to provide valid
documentation for the
diamonds and cash.
Upon inspection, three
suspects—identified
as Deepak Parmar,
Navdeep, and Sa-
chin—were questioned.

2 lakh tourists visit Jaipur in 2 days

Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur

aipur is wit-
o nessing an in-

crease in tour-
ism as over 2 lakh visitors
have flocked to the city in
just two days. With the
onset of the winter holi-
days, the city’s iconic at-
tractions like Amer Fort,
Hawa Mahal, Nahargarh
Fort, Jantar Mantar, and
Albert Hall are buzzing
with tourists. The daily
influx has been more
than 30,000 tourists for
the past two days, and on
Saturday, the number is

expected to surpass
40,000. Over the next 10
days, this number is ex-
pected to rise as tourists

< 291 LOOTED FROM BROTHERS, ROBBERS STILL AT LARGE

Barmer: A daring robbery unfolded in Barmer as a
group of 4-5 armed robbers looted Rs 25 lakh from

two brothers near Manak Hospital in the Kotwali

police station area. The inci-
dent, which occurred late last
evening, has sent shock-
waves through the communi-
ty. The assailants reportedly
arrived in a car and used chili
powder to temporarily blind
the victims before escaping

with the cash. Over 12 hours have passed since the crime,
but no arrests have been made so far.

S0G ARRESTS 2 WITH
60 KG POPPY HUSK

Bikaner: In a sig-

nificant operation, the

SOG apprehended
two individuals and seized
60 kilograms of poppy
husk from their SUV. The
operation was carried out
under the supervision of DIG
Paris Deshmukh, with SOG
constables Baljeet Singh
and Ghanshyam Meena
playing pivotal roles in the
successful interception. The
arrest underscores SOG’s
continued efforts to combat
narcotics trafficking in region.

FILE

flock to Jaipur for its

rich cultural heritage and

stunning architecture.
Wildlife tourism is

POLICE BUST GAMBLING
RACKET IN NIMBAHERA

Nimbahera police ar-

rested 19 gamblers

and recovered Rs
32,080 and some playing
cards from them. Those ar-
rested have been identified
as Kamal Jain, Sagib Khan,
Arjun Singh Rajput, Faisal
Khan, Aswad Khan, Airan
Khan, Sijan Khan, Alzar
Sheikh, Rahul alias Mahavir
Bairwa, Mohammad Afaz,
Mohammad Arman, Ayan
Chhipa, & others.Police are
interrogating the arrested
accused.

also at its peak, with
popular spots such as
Ranthambore, Sariska,
Jhalana, and Kumbhal-
garh completely packed.
The increasing popular-
ity of tiger, leopard, and
elephant safaris has
brought a renewed vi-
brancy to the hotel in-
dustry, with many places
already fully booked.

In Jaipur, visitors
are flocking to wildlife
attractions like Nahar-
garh Biological Park,
Lion Safari, and Ele-
phant Safari, making
these destinations a hit
with tourists.

POLICE NAB FOUR
IN COW REMAINS
DISPOSAL CASE

Jam-

waramgarh:

The Andhi
police have made a
major breakthrough in
a case involving the
illegal disposal of cow
remains, success-
fully apprehending
four suspects after
a swift and strategic
operation. During the
operation, one of the
suspects sustained in-
juries after jumping off
a bridge in a desper-
ate attempt to escape
the police encirclement.
The injured individual,
along with others
requiring medical at-
tention, was promptly
taken to the Community
Health Centre (CHC.
Medical reports indicate
that one suspect suf-
fered serious injuries
and remains under
treatment.

Diya Kumari & Madan

Rathore visit SMS hosp,
urges focus on prevention

Bureau
Jaipur

Deputy CM Diya Kumari
visited SMS Hospital to
inquire about the well-be-
ing of those injured in the
Bhankrota fire incident
from outside the ward. She
directed doctors to restrict
external entry into the
burn unit, emphasizing
that infection poses the
biggest threat. “Saving the
24 patients is our top prior-
ity,” she said, urging col-
lective efforts.

BJP State Prez Madan
Rathore said that he re-
frained from visiting the
patients directly to avoid
the risk of infection. He
said that the medical ar-

Deputy CM Diya Kumari &
Madan Rathore visited SMS Hosp
to inquire about well-being of
those injured in the fire.

rangements appeared to be
good, and the families of
the victims are being
well taken care of.

FORMER IAS OFFICER KARNI SINGH RATHORE
CONFIRMED DEAD IN BHANKROTA ACCIDENT

Kami Singh Rathore, a former IAS officer, was con-
firmed dead on Saturday in the Bhankrota accident
following a DNA match with samples taken from

his daughters. Rathore, a 1987 batch officer
promoted from RAS, was returning from his
farmhouse on Ajmer Road when his Maruti
Dzire was discovered burnt, with him missing
from the scene. He had retired in December
2008 after serving as Collector of Ajmer and
Sri Ganganagar, and later as Project Director

of RUIDP. Known for his bold and straightforward approach,
Rathore had also held key positions, including Registrar

of Rajasthan University, Chairman of Ajmer Vidyut Vitran
Nigam, and Excise Commissioner. His untimely death has

left the bureaucracy in shock.

Phalodi moums
the loss of
Bhajan icon
Rafig Sagar

Bureau
Phalodi

Rafiq Sagar, a celebrat-
ed singer known for
his soulful devotional
songs and bhajans, has
passed away, leaving a
profound impact not
only in Rajasthan but
across India.

His  demise  has
brought sorrow to the
music community, par-
ticularly in Phalodi,
where he was widely ad-
mired. Under the guid-
ance of Bhajan Samrat
Narendra Thanvi, a
group of renowned art-
ists, including Ramesh-
war Sharma, Bablu Vyas,
and Purushottam Thanvi,
came together to pay
their heartfelt tributes to
the late singer, honoring
his legacy.

‘Being among former
students is an honour’

Laxman Raghav
Bikaner

The 14th Alumni Meet of
Government Polytechnic
College was held on Sat-
urday. The Chief Guest
of the event was Educa-
tion Minister and former
student Madan Dilawar.
Khajuwala MLA Dr.
Vishwanath Meghwal
and Bikaner (West) MLA
Jethanand Vyas were also
present on the occasion.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Education Minister
Madan Dilawar ex-
pressed his gratitude,
stating that he feels in-
debted to the land that

nurtured him. He credit-
ed his education in this

institution ~ for  his
achievements and con-
gratulated the organizers
for maintaining the tradi-
tion of reunions. Calling
upon young students, the
Minister urged them to
repay their debt to the
land while fulfilling fam-
ily responsibilities.

60

Gajendra singh urged
people to minimize
visits to the hospital,
allowing doctors to
carry out their work
without distractions.
He praised CM Bhajan
Lal Sharma for his
sensitivity in visiting
the site.
GAJENDRA SINGH

SHEKHAWAT,
UNION MINISTER

Sachin Pilot gathered
info about the victims
of the Bhankrota fire
incident & emphasized
need to learn lessons
from the tragedy. He
called for an impartial
investigation &
demanded action
against responsible
officials.

SACHIN PILOT,
(ONGRESS LEADER

Former Minister Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas in
a press conference at
Bikaner on the
Bhankrota fire incident
said, “The Union
Minister for Transport
has failed to close a
dangerous U-turn.”" He
held both the central &
state govts accountable
for the incident.
PRATAP SINGH

KHACHARIYAWAS,
FORMER MINISTER

Guv calls for return to
natural farming, youth
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involvement in agri
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Governor Haribhau Bagade presents a degree to a student
during the convocation of Maharana Pratap Agriculture and
Technology University in Udaipur on Saturday.

Vinod Singh Chouhan
Udaipur

Governor Haribhau
Bagade said that India is
not only a country of sag-
es but also an agricultural
nation. He emphasized
the crucial importance of
agriculture in life, noting
that without the agricul-
tural produce of farmers,
no one could survive. Dis-
cussing Indian agricul-
tural culture, he men-
tioned that the country
produces enough food for
1.46 billion people and
has become self-reliant in
food production. He
urged the university to fo-
cus on the welfare of
farmers, developing new
agricultural technologies.
He spoke about the
constant attempts by for-
eign invaders to destroy
Indian culture, but em-
phasized that Indian cul-
ture is resilient and cannot
be erased. Referring to
several examples from the
past, he highlighted tradi-
tion of the total guru sys-
tem in Indian education.
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Bikaner: Governor
Haribhau Bagade
laid the foundation
stone for various construc-
tion works, including the
guest house, boundary wall,
and roadworks from the
college campus to the Shiv
temple at Jorji Ka Khera, at
the Navania College under
the Rajasthan University
of Veterinary and Animal
Sciences in Bikaner on
Saturday. He also launched
the university’s publication
“Footprint.” He emphasized
the need to make Rajasthan
a leader in veterinary and
animal sciences education
across the country. He stat-
ed that the university should
work towards improving the
proper care, nutrition, and
effective marketing of animal
and poultry products.
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