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Yemen's Houthi rebels
release crew of commercial

vessel seized in Red Sea in
November 2023

DUBALI Yemen's Houthi rebels said Wednesday they
released the crew of the Galaxy Leader, a vehicle
carrier seized in November 2023 at the start of their
attacks on shipping in the Red Sea corridor over the
Israel-Hamas war.The move by the Iranian-backed
Houthis marks their latest effort to de-escalate their
attacks following a ceasefire in Gaza. It also comes
as U.S. President Donald Trump likely weighs
whether to reinstate a terrorism designation he made
on the group that had been revoked by President Joe
Biden.The rebels said they released the sailors after
mediation by Oman, a sultanate on the eastern edge
of the Arabian Peninsula that's long been an
interlocutor with the Houthis. Oman did not
immediately acknowledge the release, though an
Omani Royal Air Force jet took a flight to Yemen
earlier Wednesday and took off again about an hour
after the Houthi announcement.The Houthis also
said Hamas separately requested the release of the
ship's crew of 25, who included mariners from the
Philippines, Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine and
Mexico.“This step comes in support of the ceasefire
agreement in Gaza,” the Houthis said in a statement
onrebel-controlled SABA news agency. Vessel's link
to Israeli billionaireThe Houthi rebels said they
hijacked the Galaxy Leader over its connection to
Israel. They then had a campaign targeting ships in
international waters, which only stopped with the
recent ceasefire in Israel's war on Hamas in the Gaza
Strip.A representative for the Galaxy Leader's
owners had no immediate comment on Wednesday.

The Bahamas-flagged vessel is affiliated with an
Israeli billionaire Abraham “Rami” Ungar, who is
known as one of the richest men in Israel. The Houthi
attack on the Galaxy Leader saw the rebels launched
a helicopter-borne raid. Propaganda footage of the
raid has been played constantly by the Houthis, who
even shot a music video aboard the ship at one
point.On Monday, the Houthis signaled they now
will limit their attacks in the Red Sea corridor to only
Israeli-affiliated ships after a ceasefire began in the
Gaza Strip, but warned wider assaults could resume
if needed.However, it likely won’t be enough to
encourage global firms to reenter the route that’s
crucial for cargo and energy shipments moving
between Asia and Europe.

Jaishankar US Visit: EAM
Expresses Concern Over
Attack On Indian Consulate
In San Francisco, Calls It
"Very Serious Matter’

EAM Jaishankar In US. Expressing concern over the
attack on the Indian consulate in San Francisco,
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar dubbed it a
“very serious matter”. He said that India expects
accountability for the incident and those responsible
to be held accountable.While speaking at a press
conference in Washington DC on Wednesday (local
time), the EAM said, "The arson attack on our
consulate in San Francisco is a very, very serious
matter, and it is something for which we expect
accountability. We would like to see that people who
did it are held responsible".Futher, Jaishankar also
stated that "he had a brief discussion on Bangladesh"
with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, but didn't
share any further details at the presser. "We had a brief
discussion on Bangladesh...I don't think it's
appropriate. I get into more details," he said.Notably,
the Consulate General of India in San Francisco was
attacked on March 19, 2023, by a group of assailants
who committed criminal trespass, damaged public
property, and attacked officials of the
Consulate.Before this attack, on the same day, some
attackers attempted to set the Consulate building on
fire by sprinkling inflammable substances early in the
morning. A video surfaced on social media in which
suspected pro-Khalistani protestors were seen
gathering outside the Indian consulate in San
Francisco, shouting slogans and heckling staff as they
abandoned the diplomatic mission.

Charge South Korea's Yoon With
Insurrection, Abuse Of Power:
Investigators

Seoul, South Korea.South Korean investigators
recommended Thursday that impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol be charged with insurrection and
abuse of power, as they handed over the results of
their probe into his ill-fated declaration of martial
law to prosecutors.The official charges against Yoon
were "leading an insurrection and abuse of power",
the Corruption Investigation Office said after a 51-
day probe into his December 3 attempt to suspend
civilian rule.The CIO said it "decided to request the
Seoul Central District Prosecutors' Office file
charges against the sitting President, Yoon Suk Yeol,
in connection with allegations including leading
insurrection".Yoon had "conspired with the former
Minister of National Defense and military
commanders on December 3,2024," it said.

The leader, currently suspended from duties, "declared
martial law with the intent to exclude state authority
or disrupt the constitutional order, thereby inciting
riots".Under the South Korean legal system, the case
file of the suspect -- identified as "Yoon Suk Yeol:
president" -- will now be handed to prosecutors, who
have 11 days to decide whether to charge him, which
would lead to a criminal trial. The prosecutors' office
has "complied with the CIO's request for a case
transfer," the investigators said. Yoon was arrested in
a dawn raid last week on insurrection charges,
becoming the first sitting South Korean head of state
to be detained in a criminal probe.
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Mexican border states prepare migrant shelters
as Trump begins depor’ruhon campaign

CIUDAD JUAREZ. Mexico raised

sprawling tents on the U.S. border
Wednesday as it braced for President
Donald Trump to fulfill his pledge to carry
out mass deportations.In an empty lot tight
against the border with El Paso, Texas,
cranes lifted metal frames for tent shelters
in Ciudad Juarez.Enrique Serrano, an
official in Chihuahua state, where Ciudad
Juarez is located, said the tents erected for
Mexican deportees were just the initial
phase of a potentially larger operation, and
something authorities would scale up if the
number of migrants gathering on the border
continued to mount.He suggested migrants
from other countries expelled from the U.S.
would be relocated to Mexico City or
southern regions of Mexico as they've done
previously.Workers begin the installation
of a temporary shelter for possible
deportees from the United States, in Ciudad
Juarez, Mexico, Wednesday.Nogales,
Mexico — across from Nogales, Arizona
— announced that it would build shelters
on soccer fields and in a gymnasium. The

Elon Musk clashes with OpenAl CEQ Sam Altman over
Trump-supported Stargate Al data centre project

border cities of Matamoros and Piedras
Negras have launched similar efforts.At a
border crossing in Tijuana, Mexico, on
Tuesday night, one man shouted to
journalists that he was being deported in a
group that was arrested that morning in
farm fields near Denver. Another man said
he was in a group that had been brought
from Oregon. Everyone -carried their
belongings in a small orange bag.Neither
man's account could be independently
confirmed.The number of people deported
Tuesday was lower than the daily average
of about 500 last year, Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum noted at her daily press
briefing. And many border shelters that
have long offered refuge to migrants
remained comparatively empty to the
soaring levels of migrants seen just a year
before.Still, heads of those migrant shelters
like José Maria Garcia, director of the
Tijuana shelter Movimiento Juventud 2000
were bracing for what could come.“Mass
deportations in the United States and the
arrival of thousands of migrants from the

south could overwhelm the city of Tijuana
and other border cities, creating a crisis,” he
said.Though quickly ramping up
deportations — as Trump pledges — faces
logistical and financial challenges.The
Mexican government is building nine

shelters in border cities to receive
deportees. It has said that it would also use
existing facilities in Tijuana, Ciudad Juarez
and Matamoros, to take in migrants whose
appointments to request asylum in the U.S.
were canceled on Inauguration
Day.Sheinbaum has said that Mexico will

give humanitarian aid to migrants
from other countries whose asylum
appointments were cancelled, as well
as those sent to wait in her nation under
the revived policy known as Remain in
Mexico. Mexico wants to eventually
and voluntarily return them to their
nations, she has said.Mexican Foreign
Affairs Secretary Juan Ramoén de la
Fuente and the new U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio held their first
telephone conversation in their new
positions.“It was a very good
conversation, very cordial, they talked
about migration and security issues,”
Sheinbaum said.After pledging to
dramatically shift border and immigration
policies, on Monday Trump scrapped the
program known as CBP One that allowed
asylum seekers to schedule appointments
on their phones before arriving at the
border, providing a degree of order. On
Wednesday, the Pentagon announced it was
sending up to 1,500 active-duty troops to
the border.

U.S House passes immigrant
detention bill that would be

WASHINGTON. Elon Musk and
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman are publicly
clashing over the Stargate artificial
intelligence infrastructure project, a
venture heavily promoted by President
Donald Trump. The feud, rooted in a
longstanding rivalry between the two
tech billionaires, is now testing Musk’s
influence within Trump’s
administration. Trump announced the
Stargate initiative on Tuesday, a joint
venture involving OpenAl, Oracle, and
SoftBank, with plans to invest up to
$500 billion. The project aims to
develop advanced Al technology
through new data centers and
renewable energy infrastructure,
starting with an initial private
investment of $100 billion. Trump
described the venture as “a resounding
declaration of confidence in America’s
potential” under his
leadership.However, Musk, a close
adviser to Trump and the head of a
government cost-cutting initiative,
questioned the wvalidity of the
investment. “They don’t actually have
the money,” Musk wrote on his social
platform, X. “SoftBank has well under
$10 billion secured. I have that on good
authority.” Altman responded

Trump threatens to withhold US government aid
for LA if California doesn't change water policies

WASHINGTON. US President Donald
Trump on Wednesday threatened to
withhold federal disaster aid for
wildfire-ravaged Los Angeles unless
California leaders change the state's
approach on its management of water.

In a Fox News interview, Trump repeated
false claims that the state's fish
conservation efforts in the northern part
of the state are responsible for fire
hydrants running dry in urban areas.

He says the blame for Los Angeles'
struggles to tame some of the deadly
fires lies with Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom, a political foe who has called
for partnership and mutual respect as
the state fights the blazes.I don't think
we should give California anything
until they let the water run down,"
Trump said.The president leveled the
threat as he prepares for the first
presidential trip of his second term. On
Friday, he will visit Southern California
in addition to western North Carolina,
which is recovering after Hurricane
Helene pummeled the area more than

Wednesday, refuting Musk’s claims
and inviting him to visit the first
construction site in Texas. “This is
great for the country. I realize what is
great for the country isn’t always
what’s optimal for your companies, but
in your new role, I hope you’ll mostly
put (America) first,” Altman wrote,
using an American flag emoji.

The conflict stems from a years-long
dispute that began during Musk and
Altman’s time on OpenAl’s board.
Musk, an early investor in OpenAl,
sued the company last year, accusing it
of abandoning its nonprofit mission to
prioritize profits. He has since
escalated his legal claims, seeking a
court order to halt OpenAl’s
transformation into a for-profit entity.
Ahearing is scheduled for February ina
California federal court.Musk, who
launched his own Al company, Al last
year, has accused OpenAl and its
partner Microsoft of creating unfair
competition. Microsoft has provided
substantial computing resources for
OpenAl’s Al systems, including
ChatGPT. Al is reportedly building its
own data center in Memphis,
Tennessee, to compete with OpenAl’s
infrastructure.Stargate has been in

three months ago.Trump in the
interview also called for reform of the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, claiming it is "getting in the
way of everything.""I'd rather see the
states take care of their own problems,"
he said. He did not elaborate on his
proposed reforms, only saying that the
agency is "going to be a whole big
discussion very shortly."In other
developments for the new
administration, Trump met Wednesday
with a small contingent of the most
politically endangered House
Republicans as the party struggles to
agree on a strategy for implementing
the tax cuts and other priorities that it
promised voters. The meeting happened
as Trump tried to advance other
priorities during the first week of his
second term. Roughly 160 aides at the
National Security Council were sent
home while it is determined whether
they align with Trump's agenda. The
Pentagon has begun deploying 1,500
active-duty troops to support border

development for several months. Tech
news outlet The Information first
reported on the project in March 2024.
Crusoe Energy Systems, along with
energy tech firm Lancium, announced
alarge Al data center in Abilene, Texas,
last July, powered by renewable energy
sources.

The project, initially described as a
multibillion-dollar investment, has
now been revealed as the first phase of
Stargate.Abilene Mayor Weldon Hurt
said construction began about nine
months ago, with the project expanding
far beyond initial expectations. Oracle
co-founder Larry Ellison confirmed
that the Abilene facility is the first of 10
planned data centers, with the
possibility of growing to 20. The
region’s energy resources, including
solar, wind, oil, and gas, make it an
ideal location for the development.

Missing from Trump’s announcement
was Microsoft, a longtime OpenAl
partner that has invested billions into
its Al infrastructure. Microsoft is
reportedly involved in Stargate
alongside Nvidia and Arm but
emphasized that its OpenAl
partnership is evolving to focus on
research and model training.

security efforts."The American people
have been waiting for such a time as
this," said Karoline Leavitt, the White
House press secretary.Stephen Miller, a
top Trump adviser, met with Senate
Republicans to update them on plans
for deportations and reinstating Title
42, a policy that was put in place during
the coronavirus pandemic to stop
border crossings.Although
Republicans control the White House
and both chambers of Congress, they
have only thin majorities on Capitol
Hill, and there are disagreements on
how to move forward with so many
issues on the table.Trump's meeting
unfolded amid a series of private
"listening sessions" with House
Speaker Mike Johnson, whose ability to
unite his conference will be sorely
tested in the weeks and months ahead.
Trump has held his own dinners with
Republican lawmakers at Mar-a-Lago,
and he's preparing to address them next
week at their private retreat in Doral,
Florida.

On Wednesday,

Trump's first law to sign

WASHINGTON. The Republican-led House on

Wednesday gave its final approval to a bill that requires
the detainment of unauthorised immigrants accused of
theft and violent crimes, marking the first legislation
that US President Donald Trump can sign as Congress,
with some bipartisan support, swiftly moved in line
with his plans to crackdown on illegal immigration.

Passage of the Laken Riley Act, named after a Georgia

nursing student who was murdered last year by a
Venezuelan man, shows just how sharply the political
debate over immigration has shifted to the right
following Trump's election victory.

Immigration policy has often been one of the most

entrenched issues in Congress. Still, a crucial faction of
46 politically vulnerable Democrats joined with
Republicans to lift the strict proposal to passage on a
263-156 vote tally."For decades, it has been almost
impossible for our government to agree on solutions
for the problems at our border and within our country,"
Senator Katie Britt, an Alabama Republican, said.

She called the legislation "perhaps the most significant

immigration enforcement bill" to be passed by

Congress in nearly three decades.Still, the bill would
require a massive ramp-up in US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement's capabilities, but it does not

include any new funding.Meanwhile, the new
president has launched a slew of executive orders
intended to seal off the border of Mexico to
immigration and ultimately deport millions of
immigrants without permanent legal status in the US.
Trump also cancelled refugee
resettlement while his administration signalled
intentions to prosecute local law enforcement officials
who do not enforce his new immigration policies.

Republican congressional leaders have made it clear they

intend to follow suit, though their toughest challenge
will be finding a way to approve the funding actually to
implement Trump's hard-line plans."What he's doing is
kick-starting what will ultimately be our legislative
agenda," said House Speaker Mike Johnson.House
Republicans initially passed the legislation last year
with support from 37 Democrats in a move that was
intended to deliver a political rebuke to then-President
Joe Biden's handling of the southern border.

Over 50,000 under evacuation orders or warnings as
wildfire imperils homes north of Los Angeles

CASTAIC, Calif. More than 50,000 people

b

were under evacuation orders or warnings
Wednesday as a huge and fast-moving
wildfire swept through rugged mountains
north of Los Angeles, but fire officials said
a rapid ground and air assault was giving
them the upper hand.The Hughes Fire
broke out in the late morning and within six
hours charred about 15 square miles (39
square kilometers) of trees and brush near
Lake Castaic, a popular recreation area
about 40 miles (64 kilometers) from the
devastating Eaton and Palisades fires that
are burning for a third week.Though the
region was under a red flag warning, winds
were not as fast as they had been when
those fires broke out, allowing for
firefighting aircraft to dump tens of
thousands of gallons of fire retardant.“The
situation that we’re in today is very
different from the situation we were in 16
days ago,” Los Angeles County Fire Chief
Anthony Marrone said Wednesday
evening.There were no reported homes or
other structures burned.“This fire had a
robust response today, and as you can see
==
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behind us, the responders are domg great
work to try to contain this fire," Joe Tyler,

director of Cal Fire, said. “Certainly, we
are not out of the woods yet.”More than
31,000 people have been ordered to
evacuate, and another 23,000 are under
evacuation warnings, LA County Sheriff
Robert Luna said.Parts of Interstate 5 that
had been closed started to reopen
Wednesday evening.A 30-mile (48-
kilometer) stretch of the major north-south
artery had been closed for emergency
vehicles, to move equipment and to prevent
accidents due to smoke billowing across
the freeway. Crews on the ground and in
water-dropping aircraft tried to prevent the
wind-driven fire from moving across the
interstate and toward Castaic.Marrone said
that because winds were not as strong as
they were two weeks ago, aircraft crews
were able to drop fire retardant on the south
side of the fire, where the flames were
moving, he said.Winds in the area were
gusting at 42 mph (67 kph) in the afternoon
but were expected to increase to 60 mph (96
kph) by later in the evening and Thursday,

= =

the National Weather Service said on the
social platform X.Kayla Amara drove to
Castaic's Stonegate neighborhood to
collect items from the home of a friend who
had rushed to pick up her daughter at
preschool. As Amara was packing the car,
she learned the fire had exploded in size
and decided to hose down the
property.©“Other people are hosing down
their houses, too. I hope there's a house here
to return to,” Amara said as police cars
raced through the streets and flames
engulfed trees on a hillside in the
distance.Amara, a nurse who lives in
nearby Valencia, said she's been on edge for
weeks as major blazes devastated Southern
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California.“It’s been stressful with those
other fires, but now that this one is close
to home it's just super stressful,” she
said.To the south, Los Angeles officials
began to prepare for potential rain even
as some residents were allowed to return
to the charred Pacific Palisades and
Altadena areas. Gusty weather was
expected to last through Thursday and
precipitation was possible starting
Saturday, according to the National
Weather Service.“Rains are in the forecast
and the threat of mud and debris flow in our
fire-impacted communities is real,"
Supervisor Kathryn Barger said during a
Wednesday morning news conference.Fire
crews were filling sandbags for
communities while county workers
installed barriers and cleared drainage
pipes and basins.Red flag warnings for
critical fire risk were extended through 10
a.m. Friday in LA and Ventura counties.
Officials remained concerned that the
Palisades and Eaton fires could break their
containment lines as firefighters continue
watching for hot spots.
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‘End the War Now or Face Tariffs, Donald
Trump Warns Vladimir Putin

Washington, DC: US
President Donald Trump,
on Wednesday, issued a
stern warning to Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
threatening  significant
tariff increases and ad-
ditional sanctions if an
agreement to end the war
in Ukraine is not reached
immediately.

In a post on Truth So-
cial, Trump stated, “If we
don’t reach a deal soon, I
will have no choice but to
impose high tariffs, taxes,
and sanctions on all Rus-
sian goods sold to the
United States and other
participating nations.”

He emphasized that he
did not wish to harm Rus-
sia and mentioned his
previously strong rela-
tionship with Putin.
However, Trump added,
“That said, I am doing
Russia and President Pu-

tin a huge favor by urg-
ing them to settle this
now and end this absurd
war—it will only escalate
further if not stopped.”

Trump’s remarks were
more forceful than his
previous statements made
during a press confer-
ence at the White House
on Tuesday, where he had
suggested it was “likely”
he would implement more
sanctions if Putin did not
engage in peace talks.

During the press brief-
ing, Trump also refrained

from commenting on
whether he would contin-
ue President Joe Biden’s
policy of sending military
aid to Ukraine in its fight
against Russia’s 2022 in-
vasion.

Ahead of his inaugura-
tion, Trump had pledged
to end the war in Ukraine
swiftly, hinting that he
might use aid as lever-
age to push Ukraine into
making concessions to
Moscow.

Indonesian Band to Join Republic Day
Parade as Chief Guest Th1s Year

New Delhi: The Indian Army is all set to
showcase its might during the 76th Re-
public Day celebrations at Kartavya Path
on January 26th, with Indonesia partici-

pating as the Chief Guest.

Brigadier Kristomei Sianturi of the In-
donesian Army confirmed that 352 In-
donesian soldiers will take part in the
grand parade, including a contingent
and an Indonesian military band.

This year’s parade, themed “Swarnim
Bharat: Virasat Aur Vikas,” will feature
26 vibrant tableaux from various states,
union territories, and ministries, high-
lighting India’s rich cultural diversity

and inclusivity.

In a media briefing held in New Delhi
today, Major General Sumit Mehta out-
lined the Indian Army’s participation,
including a Mounted Column, eight
Mechanised Columns, and six Marching

Contingents.

Among the major attractions will be the
battlefield surveillance system and a dis-
play of the DRDO’s Pralay weapon sys-

tem.

The parade will also emphasize India’s
advanced military capabilities, with im-

ing the Bhishma T90 Tank, Nag Missile
System, Bajrang light specialist vehicle,
Nandighosh Quick Reaction Force Ve-
hicle, Brahmos, Agnibaan, Pinaka, and
Akash systems.

Marching contingents from the armed

take part.

90 minutes.

forces, Central Armed Police Force, and
National Cadet Corps (NCC) will also

The Republic Day Parade, which will be-
gin at 10:30 AM, is expected to last for

Captain Ritika Khareta from the Corps
of Signals, who will lead the Indian Ar-
my’s marching contingent, expressed her

deep appreciation for the opportunity

event.

pressive displays of weaponry includ-

to represent her unit in this prestigious
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CTPS Celebrates Subhash Chandra Bose’s
128th Birth Anniversary

Chandrapura The management of Damodar Valley Corpo—
ration (DVC) Chandrapura Thermal Power Station (CTPS)
marked the 128th birth anniversary of the legendary freedom
fighter Subhash Chandra Bose today at Tejas Bhawan's confer-
ence room.

A host of senior officers and employees from DVC participat-
ed in the event, including Senior General Manager and Project
Head Vijaya Nand Sharma, Senior General Manager (Human
Resources) DC Pandey, Senior General Manager (Operation
& Maintenance) Avijit Ghosh, Deputy General Manager Dilip
Kumar, along with other key staff members including Rajiv
Ranjan Ojha, Parvind Kumar, Rajkumar Chaudhary, Hari
Mukund Prajapati, Vinay Krishna Das, and Mohammad Im-
tiaz.

The ceremony included a solemn tribute where the leaders
and employees garlanded the portrait of Subhash Chandra
Bose, paying their respects to his immense contributions to
India’s freedom struggle.

IPTA State Convention Held on Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose’s Birth Anniversary

Ranchi: The 27th State Convention of the Indian Non-
Government Teachers Association (IPTA) was inaugurated
on the 128th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose at YBN Public School. The event began with tributes
to Netaji, including flower offerings and lamp lighting by
YBN University Chairman Dr. Ramji Yadav and other dig-
nitaries.

Chief Guest Dr. Vasudev Prasad, retired Principal of Rajka-
mal Saraswati Vidya Mandir, Dhanbad, stressed the impor-
tance of collective effort for India’s development. Keynote
speaker Prof. Dr. Jang Bahadur Pandey, former Head of
Ranchi University’s Hindi Department, spoke about Ne-
taji’s legacy.

The convention also saw the release of the IPTA 2025 cal-
endar. The event was conducted by Dr. Parmanand Modi,
National President of IPTA, and concluded with the na-
tional anthem. Dr. JB Pandey, in his speech, highlighted the
crucial role of teachers in shaping the nation.

DAV-6 Celebrates Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose’s 128th Birth Anniversary

Bokaro: DAV Public School, Sector 6, Bokaro, celebrated
the 128th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose as ‘Parakram Diwas’ on January 23, 2025. The school
paid tribute to the great revolutionary and patriot, whose
contributions to Indias freedom struggle continue to in-
spire generations.

In her address, Principal Anuradha Singh highlighted Ne-
taji’s courage, strategic brilliance, and his iconic slogan,
“Tum mujhe khoon do main tumhe azadi dunga,” which
continues to ignite zeal and patriotism in the youth. She
emphasized that Netaji instilled in Indians a passion for
freedom and a commitment to the country. His determina-
tion and vision remain a source of inspiration, urging stu-
dents to live for their nation and carry forward his legacy.
Social Science teacher Kumar Rajesh also shared insights
into Netaji’s life and achievements, detailing his significant
role in the freedom movement.

The event was attended by all teachers and students, who
paid their respects to the legendary leader’s enduring influ-
ence.

Why ‘IIT Baba’ Expelled from Juna Akhara...?

Prayagraj: Abhay Singh, a
former IIT Bombay gradu-
ate who gained widespread
attention as TIT Baba during
the Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj,
has been expelled from the
Juna Akhara for violating its
code of conduct.

Reports indicate that Singh’s
expulsion follows allegations
of using abusive language
against his spiritual leader,
Mahant Someshwar Puri.
Mahant Hari Giri, the chief
patron of Juna Akhara, con-
demned Singh’s actions, stat-
ing, “Disrespecting one’s guru
is a grave violation of Sanatan
Dharma and the core values

upheld by the akhara”
He emphasized that such
behavior undermines the

sacred guru-shishya (master-
disciple) tradition and the
discipline of sanyas (renun-
ciation).

Singh, a former aerospace en-
gineer, rose to fame on social
media, particularly through
Instagram reels that captured
his activities at the Kumbh
Mela, drawing attention from
a large online following.

Known by his spiritual name,
Masani Gorakh, Singh pre-
viously earned a Masters in
Design, worked in photogra-
phy, and taught physics before
transitioning into spirituality.
In a previous interview, Singh
shared his philosophical jour-
ney, stating that he turned to
concepts like post-modern-
ism, Socrates, and Plato to un-
derstand the meaning of life.

He expressed his belief that
spirituality offers true knowl-
edge and plays a vital role in
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understanding the mind and
mental health.

While his departure from the
Juna Akhara has attracted at-
tention, Singh remains indif-
ferent to public opinion about

his unconventional career
path.
Meanwhile, thousands of

devotees continue to bathe in
the holy waters at the conflu-
ence of the Ganga, Yamuna,
and the mythical Saraswati
during the ongoing religious
gathering.

Chinmaya Vldyalaya Hosts Fancy Dress Competition for Young Students

Bokaro: A delightful fancy
dress competition was held to-
day at the Tapovan auditorium
of Chinmaya Vidyalaya for the
students of classes Prep and 1.
The event saw the participa-
tion of over 90 enthusiastic
children, each showcasing
their creativity and talent.

The theme for this years
competition focused on “So-
cial Media and Our Helpers
in Daily Life] with students
dressing up as various every-
day professionals and popular
social media platforms. The
young participants imper-
sonated doctors, engineers,
teachers, nurses, police offic-
ers, drivers, and shopkeepers,

among others. Several chil-
dren also chose to portray so-
cial media platforms like Face-
book, WhatsApp, Instagram,
and email, impressing both the
audience and the judges.

The competition was judged
by Rinki Pandey and Shreya

Tank, who lauded the chil-
dren for their creative perfor-
mances. The event was blessed
by Secretary Mahesh Tripathi,
who extended his good wishes
to all the participants. Prin-
cipal Suraj Sharma congratu-
lated both the winners and all

the participants, emphasizing
that such events not only boost
the confidence of young learn-
ers but also provide them with
valuable knowledge.
Academic Incharges Soma
Jha and Rashmi Shukla,
along with teachers Neha
Avtaar, Madhumita, Preeti
Singh, Neha Singh, Sunaina
Pathak, Meenakshi, Sudipta
Mandal, and others, played
an instrumental role in mak-
ing the event a success. The
competition was a joyful and
educational experience for
the children, highlighting the
importance of creativity and
learning in a fun, engaging
manner.

II'T-ISM Dhanbad Joins Forces with GSI

for Natural Hydrogen Exploration in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands

TE

Dhanbad: The Indian Institute of Technology (Indian
School of Mines) Dhanbad (IIT-ISM) has entered into a
pioneering partnership with the Geological Survey of India
(GSI) to explore natural hydrogen reserves in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.

The collaboration was formalized through a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) signed today at the GSI office in
Kolkata.

The research initiative will be led by IIT-ISM’s Subsurface
Energy and Storage Systems Lab, in collaboration with the
Exploration Seismic and Simulation Lab, both part of the
Department of Applied Geophysics. This groundbreaking
project aims to advance hydrogen exploration technology
and contribute to sustainable energy solutions in India.
Natural hydrogen, a promising clean energy source, has
gained recognition for its potential to enhance India’s re-
newable energy efforts. The exploration will focus on
identifying and understanding geological formations in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands that could contain natural
hydrogen reservoirs.

The project will use advanced geophysical techniques and
in-depth sub-surface analysis to assess the viability of har-
nessing this renewable energy resource. By combining
IIT-ISM’s academic expertise with GSI’s geological knowl-
edge, the partnership aims to innovate energy solutions and
contribute to India’s energy security and climate goals.
“This collaboration presents an exciting opportunity to
explore new energy frontiers,” said the lead researchers.
“Natural hydrogen is a sustainable energy source, and this
research has the potential to significantly contribute to In-
dia’s renewable energy landscape.”

Arpita Mahila Mandal Hosts Sports Day
at CCL Headquarters, Ranchi

Ranchi: Arpita Mahila Mandal organized a vibrant and
energetic Sports Day at CCL Headquarters in Ranchi, cel-
ebrating fitness and sportsmanship.

The event, held with great enthusiasm, was conducted
under the leadership of Preeti Singh, President of Arpita
Mahila Mandal, along with members Rita Mishra, Indu
Mishra, Shashi Duhan, and Roopa Rani.

The Sports Day brought together all members for a day
filled with fun and friendly competition. The event fea-
tured a variety of indoor games, including billiards, table
tennis, badminton, and carrom, as well as outdoor games,
allowing participants to showcase their talents and com-
petitive spirit.

The event concluded with a prize distribution ceremony
where the efforts of all participants were recognized and
celebrated. The day proved to be a memorable occasion,
emphasizing fitness, camaraderie, and the joy of sports.

“Anuja” nominated for Best Short film
category of Oscars 2025

New Delhi: Indian short film Anuja has achieved a signifi-
cant milestone by securing a nomination in the Best Short
Film (Live Action) category for the Oscars 2025. Anuja is
directed by Adam J. Graves and Suchitra Mattai. The film is
backed by two-time Academy Award winner Guneet Monga
and actors Priyanka Chopra and Mindy Kaling. Anuja fol-
lows a nine-year-old girl who, alongside her sister Palak,
faces a life-changing opportunity that tests their bond and
mirrors the struggles of girls worldwide.
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DPS Bokaro Hosts 3 Day Book Fair ‘Blossom’

Bokaro: In a bid to foster a
love for reading and enhance
learning, DPS Bokaro inau-
gurated its three-day book
fair, ‘Blossom, at the Kalidas
Kala Bhawan today.

The event, which runs from
January 23 to 25, is being held
under the aegis of the Minis-
try of Culture, Government
of India, and is part of the
Reading India Mission 2025,
organized in collaboration
with the BBC Group.

DPS Bokaro is proud to be
the first school in Jharkhand
to be a part of this national
initiative.

The fair was inaugurated
by Devesh Kumar Tripathi,
District & Sessions Judge-
II-cum-Exclusive  Special
Court under the POCSO Act,
Bokaro. The event features an
impressive collection of over
3,000 books catering to vari-
ous age groups, with offerings
spanning multiple genres.
Renowned authors such as
Sudha Murty, Napoleon Hill,
James Clear, Robert Greene,
and others are represented,

along with a wide selection
of children’s stories, activity
guides, encyclopedias, self-
help books, and more.

In his inaugural address, De-
vesh Kumar Tripathi com-
mended DPS Bokaro for or-
ganizing such an event and
emphasized the immense
value of books. He remarked
that books are lifelong com-
panions and encouraged stu-
dents to cultivate the habit of
reading diverse titles, which
would expand their under-
standing of society, the na-
tion, and the world. He also
highlighted the transforma-
tive power of reading, which
he believes can elevate ordi-

nary individuals to extraordi-

nary heights.
Principal Dr. A.S. Gangwar
echoed these sentiments,

emphasizing the importance
of developing good reading
habits in the digital age.

He stated, “Reading is a vital
skill that stimulates the mind
and fosters creativity. It not
only aids in the growth of
ideas, thoughts, and imagina-
tion but also enhances other
crucial abilities like writing
and speaking”

The ‘Blossom’ book fair is ex-
pected to offer valuable expo-
sure to a wide range of litera-
ture, benefiting both students
and parents alike.

@® D

CREATIVE
INTERIORS

Architecture &t Interior

Bth Lane Neta)l Nagar,
Kantatoli, Ranchi - 834001

Get in Touch with ws ;
+81-8039109311
To03957387

Manish Kumar




TheResearchers’

Iron Age began in Tamil Nadu,
says Chief Minister MK Stalin

lThe Tamil Nadu qovernmen, l

announced groundbreaking
archaeological research that
revealed iron production
origins in the state.
According to Chief Minister
MK Stalin, the latest
research challenged existing
historical understanding of
the Indian subcontinent.

Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin, on Thursday, revealed that the Iron Age
began in the region, much earlier than
previously believed.The Chief Minister made
the announcement in Chennai at the launch of
‘[rumbin Thonmai’ (meaning Antiquity of Iron),
a book on the beginning of Iron Age in Tamil
Nadu.

“I’m making an important announcement,” he said
during the event. “Based on research, the
introduction of iron has been pushed back to 4000
BC, with specimens sent to prominent research

centers in Pune, Ahmedabad, and a renowned
international research facility in Florida.”

“4 Melting iron was introduced in Tamil Nadu
5300 years ago.. . 4

These research findings

were sent to scholars who are also present here
and they have appreciated Tamil Nadu “Ap important announcement will be made

government’s efforts,” he said.

Precise danng indicates iron was first introduced in

A

»MK Stalin says Iron Age began in the reqion earlier than current belief

»New research challenges existing archaeological historical timelines
»Book on beginning of iron in region explains latest discovery, research

be written from Tamil Nadu,” Stalin stated,
highlighting the research’s potential to reshape
historical narratives. The Chief Minister urged
Minister Thangam Thennarasu and relevant
officials to continue this groundbreaking
research, which he believed provided new
enthusiasm to scholars studying ancient
technological developments.

He also made the same announcement on

X.“Based on results from world-renowned
institutions, the use of iron in Tamil Nadu dates
back to the beginning of 4th millennium B.C.E.,
establishing that iron usage was prominent in
South India over 5,300 years ago,” he wrote in a
post on the social media platform.

Stalin, on Wednesday, had created suspense about

a “significant archaeological discovery”
through a post on social media platform X.

tomorrow (Thursday),” he wrote in the post,
adding.

the region in 3345 BC. Stalin emphasised this “Those who can, please attend. Others, watch it live

finding to be pivotal to understanding the
historical timeline of the Indian subcontinent.

“I’m constantly saying that the history of India will

online.” The Chief Minister was reposting a
message by the Finance and Archaeology
Minister Thangam Thennarsau.

Revanth Reddy aims to secure pmjects worth Rs 1 lakh crore at Davos summit

New Delhi. Telangana Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy addressed the state’s progress in securing
investments since his last visit to the World
Economic Forum in Davos, where he signed
proposals worth Rs 40,000 crore. In an interview
with India Today TV, Reddy also took a swipe at
BRS working president KT Rama Rao by calling
himan IT employee with a "worker mindset".

Speaking to India Today News Director Rahul
Kanwal, Reddy said, “Fourteen companies have
signed MoUs with the Telangana government for
18 projects. Of these, 17 are in the pipeline, while
one, the Adani pump storage project, is pending.
After securing Rs 40,000 crore in investments last
time, we have returned to Davos with an aim to
secure projects worth Rs 1 lakh crore.”

Asked about Chandrababu Naidu’s presence in
Davos, Reddy dismissed any notion of rivalry.
“Sunil Gavaskar and Sachin Tendulkar are
legends, but the time has come for Virat Kohli now.
Times have changed, and so has the leadership,” he
said. “I do not compete with Andhra Pradesh,

Maharashtra, or Karnataka. My competition is
with global cities like New York, Tokyo, Dubai,
and Singapore.” Highlighting Telangana’s appeal
to global investors, Reddy pointed to Hyderabad’s
ecosystem. “Any investor seeks protection for
their investment and profits. Hyderabad offers a

proven environment for business. It is centrally
located, providing connectivity, and excels in IT,
pharma, and AI sectors. Our policies and
ecosystem are designed to foster business growth,”
he said. On what sets Telangana apart, Reddy
mentioned amendments to investment policies and
focusses on areas like green energy, defence, Al,
and quantum computing. “For example, three
COVID-19 vaccines were developed in India, and
one was produced in Telangana. Former Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao, who initiated
liberalisation, privatisation, and globalisation, was
from Telangana,” he said.

When asked about political opposition, Reddy

downplayed challenges from the BRS and BJP.
“Elections are four years away. For now, my focus
is solely on development,” he said.

On this year’s achievements at the World Economic

Forum, Reddy said the focus was on data centres,
green energy, and Al “Davos is not just a place for
securing investments but also for learning,” he
said.

Tributes on Bal Thackeray's birth anmversary, and a battle for his legacy

Mumbai. Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray and his son Aaditya Thackeray |
led a tribute ceremony on Thursday in =
honour of Bal Thackeray, the late founder of
the undivided Shiv Sena, on his birth |
anniversary.The event, held at the statue of
Bal Thackeray in Fort, Mumbai, saw a
massive turnout of party workers and
supporters who offered floral tributes.The
Thackeray father-son duo garlanded the
statue and paid respect to Bal Thackeray,
who earned the epithet 'Hindu Hriday
Samrat' for his staunch advocacy of
Hindutva and Marathi pride. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah
also joined the tributes. In a post on X, PM Modi
stated, "I pay homage to Balasaheb Thackeray Ji
on his birth anniversary. He is widely respected
and remembered for his commitment to public
welfare and towards Maharashtra’s development.
He was uncompromising when it came to his core
beliefs and always contributed towards
enhancing the pride of Indian culture."

.

Amit Shah echoed the sentiment, tweeting in Hindji,

“Devoted throughout his life to Sanatan culture
and nationalism, respected Balasaheb Thackeray
ji always gave priority to patriotism in his work.
The ideological firmness of Balasaheb, who
never gave up on his principles even in adverse
circumstances, will always inspire.”

Bal Thackeray’s birth anniversary also took on

political overtones, with the two Shiv Sena
factions—one led by Uddhav Thackeray and the

other by Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde— set to organise separate
rallies. Both groups are looking to assert
their claim over the Shiv Sena supremo’s
legacy ahead of the upcoming civic
elections in the state, including for the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC), which the party controlled for
nearly three decades.

Born on January 23, 1926, Bal Thackeray
was a cartoonist turned firebrand leader
who founded the Shiv Sena in 1966 to
champion the rights of Marathi-speaking
people and advocate Hindutva. Under

his leadership, Shiv Sena grew into a dominant

political force in Maharashtra. Balasaheb’s
larger-than-life persona, uncompromising stance
on issues, and fiery oratory earned him devoted
followers and the title of "Hindu Hriday Samrat."

His political career was marked by controversies

and staunch ideological stands, but his influence

remains indelible in Maharashtra's political
landscape.
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Pawan Kalyan's Jana Sena
Party officially a
'recognised regional party'

Pawan Kalyan: The Election Commission of India included
the Jana Sena Party in the list of recognised parties in Andhra
Pradesh. The party has been allotted "glass tumbler" as its

permanent election symbol.

New Delhi.The Election Commission of India (ECI) officially granted
the status of ‘recognised political party’ to Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan's Jana Sena party. The party made this
announcement on social media platform X on Wednesday (January
22). The party now has “glass tumbler” as the permanent official
election symbol of the party, as reserved by the ECI. The
communication about the recognition was done via a letter on

Tuesday, the Jana

Sena party revealed.

“Jana Sena emerged as
a recognised
regional political
party. The Election
Commission has
issued orders
recognizing the
glass symbol as a

( A permanent symbol

1 of Jana Sena Party,

which created
history with the historic victory achieved in the last elections. The
struggle (of) Pawan Kalyan for over a decade culminated in the Jana
Sena Party being acknowledged as a recognized political party,” it
said in a statement posted on X.

This is a first for the Jana Sena Party. So far, it was only registered as a
political party in Andhra Pradesh. Now 10 years after its inception in
March 2014, it has the recognition as a state political party. Jana Sena
achieved this recognition by securing 100 per cent success in the
recent elections: both Lok Sabha as well as the Assembly polls. It won
all 21 state constituencies and the two Lok Sabha constituencies it
contested.

S Jaishankar's one-liner on front row seat
at Trump's swearing-in

New Delhi. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar was at his quippy
best when asked about his prime front-row seat at Donald Trump’s
inauguration as the 47th President of the United States on January 20.

"Special Envoy of Prime Minister Narendra Modi is naturally treated
very well," Jaishankar said with a smile during a press conference in
Washington DC on Thursday. The 70-year-old diplomat represented
India at the swearing-in ceremony at the invitation of the US
government and carried a letter from Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to Trump. He described the gesture as a reflection of the Trump
administration’s eagerness to bolster India-US ties.

“I would say, one, it was
very clear that the
Trump administration
was keen to have India
present at the inaugural
itself, and they're
clearly prioritising the
bilateral relationship,”
Jaishankar said.

During his three-day visit
to Washington,
Jaishankar engaged in
high-level meetings,
including bilateral
talks with Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and National Security Advisor Mike Waltz. He
also participated in the first Quad ministerial meeting of the new
Trump administration alongside counterparts from Australia, Japan,
and the United States.“Clearly there is an interest in taking the
relationship forward,” Jaishankar said.

“The Prime Minister had a very early phone call with President Trump,
and I had come last month and made the initial contact with the NSA.
So, it should give you a direction in which the relationship is going.”

Jaishankar said it was evident that the White House under Trump was
willing to build on the foundation established during his first term,
and that at present, there is a “very strong degree of trust” and “high
level of convergence of interests” between India and the United
States.“Between us and the Trump administration, we approach the
world both with a clear sense of our national interest belief,” he
noted.

Jalgaon train tragedy eyewitness recounts how tea seller spread fire rumour

New Delhi. In a tragic incident in Maharashtra’s
Jalgaon district, 13 people were crushed to
death after several passengers of the Pushpak
Express jumped off their coach due to a
suspected fire and were struck by another train.
An eyewitness claimed that the panic was
sparked by a tea seller who falsely claimed
there was a fire and pulled the train’s
emergency chain, prompting passengers to
jump off the train in fear. The accident
occurred when passengers aboard the 12533
Lucknow-Mumbai Pushpak Express, fearing a
fire, jumped off their coaches and were run
over by the Karnataka Express, which was
passing on an adjacent track.

An eyewitness, Babadeep Shobharam Paswan,
recounted the chaos, saying, “A tea seller
started the rumour by claiming the train had
caught fire. He himself pulled the emergency
chain, and as the train slowed down,
passengers began jumping out in a desperate
attempt to save their lives.”

He further said, “Some people jumped directly
onto the track where the Bangalore Express

>Dozens
jumped off
the Pushpak
Express after
a tea seller
spread a
rumour that
the train had
caught fire,
an eyewitness
recalled.

was passing, and tragically lost their lives as
they were crushed.”

However, the situation could have been even
worse, as the eyewitness noted that dozens §
of other passengers who jumped in the
opposite direction were saved because there
was no track there. "If they had jumped on
the track side, the death toll would have been
even higher," he added.

DETAILS OFTHEACCIDENT

The accident occurred between Maheji and
Pardhade stations near Pachora town in
North Maharashtra around 4:45 pm on
Tuesday, when the Pushpak Express came to a
halt after someone pulled the emergency chain.
Central Railway officials confirmed the details
ofthe incident.

Dilip Kumar, Executive Director of Information
and Publicity at the Railway Board, denied that
any spark or fire inside the coach prompted the
passengers to pull the alarm. “Based on the
information we have received, no fire or spark
was observed inside the coach,” Kumar stated
in New Delhi.

=

13 KILLED,AID ANNOUNCED

The death toll rose to 13 on Wednesday, as
several of the injured passengers succumbed to
their injuries. Special Inspector General of
Police Dattatraya Karale confirmed that eight
of the 13 victims had been identified, including
two through their Aadhaar cards.

The Commissioner of Railway Safety for the
Central Circle will conduct an investigation
into the circumstances that led to the deaths.

“Of'the 13, we have identified eight bodies so far,
including two from their Aadhaar cards,”
Special Inspector General of Police Dattatraya

Karale told media. The Commissioner of
Railway Safety, Central Circle, will probe
the circumstances leading to the mowing
down of'the 13 passengers.

8 Prime Minister Narendra Modi offered his

- condolences over the tragic train accident in
Jalgaon. "Anguished by the tragic accident
on the railway tracks in Jalgaon,
Maharashtra. 1 extend my heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved families and
pray for the speedy recovery of all the
injured. Authorities are providing all
possible assistance to those affected," the
Prime Minister's Office stated in a post on X.
The Railway Ministry announced ex gratia of
Rs 1.5 lakh each for the kins of the deceased in
the Jalgaon train accident.

"Ex gratia of Rs 1.5 lakh each has been
announced for the kins of the deceased in the
Jalgaon train accident, Rs 50,000 to the people
who are seriously injured and Rs 5,000 to the
people who have sustained minor injuries," as
per an official statement from Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw's office.
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An India-Indonesia
convergence

It is both timely and appropriate that the newly
elected leader of Indonesia, Prabowo Subianto,
has been invited as the chief guest to India’s
Republic Day celebrations. Seventy-five years
ago, at the country’s first Republic Day on January
26, 1950, Indonesia’s first President Sukarno was
the chief guest. This was not only a reflection of
the close bonds the people of the two countries had
forged during their respective struggles against
colonial rule, but also their shared belief in the
resurgence of Asia as a major force for peace and
development in an already deeply divided post-
World War Il international order.

It is this political convergence which led to the
convening of the Afro-Asian Bandung Conference
in 1955, with India and Indonesia as its chief
architects. Today, the world is again in the grip ofa
dangerous polarisation; this time Asia, not Europe,
is the likely crucible of confrontation and even
conflict. On the other hand, one cannot preclude
the possibility of tactical collusion between the
two contending centres of power, the US and
China — a so-called G2 — which limits the room
for manoeuvring for countries like India and
Indonesia. The promise of a multipolar Asia, in
which the hegemonic impulses of the two most
powerful countries can be constrained, depends
for its realisation on countries like India and
Indonesia leading the way.Asia is already home to
a cluster of established regional powers such as
Japan, South Korea and Australia. If one adds
emerging powers like India and Indonesia to a
loose countervailing coalition, Asia may finally
enjoy the agency in Asian and global affairs that it
has always aspired for. Countervailing is different
from containment. It demands engagement with
and resistance to, in almost equal measure, to
threats as well as blandishments of the most
powerful centres of power. It recognises that
neither confrontation nor collusion between the
two leading powers are in the interest of creating
and sustaining a multipolar Asia. I believe that
India and Indonesia have powerful strategic
convergence in this respect, which can drive their
relations to anew level altogether.

Indonesia’s criticality to constructing a multipolar
Asia is obvious. It is an archipelagic state of over
17,000 islands stretching over the waters joining
the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. Its
Exclusive Economic Zone is over 6 million sq km.
India to its west and Australia to its east are like
two book-ends framing the country. It is with good
reason that former President Widodo described his
country as a “maritime fulcrum”. It is in India’s
interest to declare its support for this initiative. But
to serve as a fulcrum, Indonesia must have the
capacity to police and administer this vast space.
The scale of resources required for this is simply
not available at the country’s current level of
economic and military capabilities.

This is where India has the opportunity to forge a
strong and cooperative maritime partnership with
Indonesia, going beyond the current joint naval
patrols of their adjacent waters. India has greatly
expanded its maritime domain awareness
capabilities, thanks to its own satellite and long-
range airborne surveillance capabilities and
technological collaboration with the US. This can
support Indonesia’s own growing capacities.

Budget shouldn’t disappoint as economy is on an even keel

The govt still has to keep financing capital investment and infrastructure. It should give up the thought that it can step back so that the private sector can take over.

THE Union Budget looks ahead for several key pointers:

signals for key sectors of industry and agriculture; public
investment in foremost infrastructure sectors like
electricity, roads and railways; how the fiscal scene (the
government's own finances) is likely to fare during the
year; and, of course, the average citizen’s keenness to find
outifthe income tax burden will go up or down.

With inflation under control and growth going steady at 6

per cent plus, there is no serious concern over the
economy and the tax collection. There are, however, some
imponderables. Will we be able to keep buying Russian oil
atadecent price with US sanctions being tightened?

But the overarching concern and the greatest imponderable

is the way in which the country and the world will cope as
the planet gets hotter and extreme climate events like
drought and floods keep coming. And what it will do to
agriculture, from which many poor people eke out an
existence.The expectation is that the fiscal deficit in the
coming financial year will be pitched lower at 4.5 per cent
from the likely deficit in the current fiscal of 4.8 per cent.
This will bring the number in line with the medium-term

fiscal goal. From this, it is clear that we are looking ata g

small realignment and not a serious overhaul.

As against this, a sharper change will be sought and

expected in capital expenditure, seeking to take it up by
12-13 per cent to Rs 11 lakh crore. This is because where
the capital spending goes matters a lot to roads, highways
and railways. Plus, there is an expectation that interest-
free loans for capital expenditure will continue to be
passed onto the states so as to raise regional infrastructure
growth.Capital expenditure will be delivered because the
revenue part will be expected to coast along evenly. This
will be enabled by indirect taxes growing at 8.8 per cent,
with the GST (goods and services tax) expected to grow
by 10.5 per cent, reflecting a resilient domestic
consumption.Direct tax revenue, in good part from taxes
paid by companies out of their profits, will grow healthily
at 11.8 per cent as the base of companies will grow, with
the economy growing healthily and corporate profitability
remaining stable. With the economy expected to remain on
an even keel, let us examine what individual industries
have mentioned in their wish lists as they have met
government representatives so as to build a castle firmly
anchored in the ground and not in the air.Technology
moves forward with funding and incentives for research
and development (R&D). The tech sector, which is rolling
in money, still seeks government support as hugely
important new sectors are emerging, like artificial
intelligence, block chain and quantum computing. These
can transform daily life as well as businesses and enable
future growth.Right behind is the healthcare sector,
without whose robustness the people will not be healthy or

The exposure of corruption in Haryana’s Revenue

There is a trilateral consultative forum involving
India, Indonesia and Australia. This can enable
India and Australia to collaboratively enhance
Indonesia’s maritime capabilities. This will enable
a strong crescent of surveillance, information-
sharing and constrainment to be put in place in the
Indo-Pacific.Indonesia is the largest as well as
economically and militarily the most powerful
member of the 10-nation Association of South-
East Asian Nations (ASEAN). But it is sometimes
a reluctant leader in the ASEAN. It has all along
been conflicted in pursuing a leading ASEAN role
and in aspiring to a larger international role
consistent with its size, population and growing
GDP. It has a 290-million population, the fourth
largest after India, China and the US. Its GDP of
$1.3 trillion has registered a steady 5 per cent
annual growth over the past decade and more.
Projections are that it may well emerge as the
world’s fourth largest economy after the US,

Department has laid bare a systemic rot. A
government report implicates 370 patwaris and 170
middlemen in widespread bribery, with demands
ranging from Rs 200 to Rs 10,000 for essential
services like land partition and property mutation.
Kaithal, Sonepat and Mahendragarh districts lead in
the number of corrupt officials, while Gurugram is
home to the highest number of unauthorised
middlemen who exploit citizens for profit. The
September 2022 findings in Panipat exemplify the
extent of the problem. Over 1,500 applications were
found pending during a surprise inspection,
unauthorised individuals were managing official
work and infrastructure deficiencies were glaring.
Similarly, a patwari in Kurukshetra was discovered
with disproportionate assets, a reflection of
unchecked graft in the system.

The Supreme Court’s December 2022 judgment in

China and India by 2050.

As he takes the presidential oath today, for the second
time, Donald Trump has the potential to become one of
the most influential holders of the world’s most
powerful political office in recent history. He not only
won the electoral college but also a majority of the votes
cast nationwide in the election.His Republican Party
controls the Senate and the House of Representatives,
though only with a thin margin. The conservative
majority in the Supreme Court, in an important decision
on presidential immunity, has made the office stronger.
Trump’s conviction on felony charges has done no
political damage to him, either domestically or
abroad.In the light of these factors and his unorthodox
ways, the world waits with anticipation and
apprehension, some fuelled by his comments since his
victory in November, on how he will use his authority to
address domestic and US foreign and security policy
issues as well as the existential crises faced by
humankind. Trump made illegal immigration one of the
leading issues of his campaign. Hence, it will be
essential for his credibility to send some illegal
immigrants out of the US to their home countries at the
earliest. He will also increase his rhetoric against illegal
immigration. But the fact is that despite Trump’s
electoral posturing and the rhetoric which may come
henceforth, the US economy needs both low-level
workers and high-end technical professionals. It will,
therefore, be compelled to eventually become
pragmatic, but not before Trump causes turbulence
domestically and externally on this issue.

In the long term, though, it is not immigration that is the
major internal issue for the US but manufacturing and
retaining a decisive global edge in the frontier areas of
science and high technology. There is consensus in the
US on remaining the leading country in science and
digital technology innovation. That led the Biden

be able to provide the skills that will be the sinews of
technology. And the way to begin is at the bottom, with

rural healthcare facilities. These will have to be
revolutionised by telemedicine, which will deliver better
care at controlled costs.If we jump to the top of the sector,
the aspects we see before us are pharmaceuticals and
medical equipment. India is already the global leader in
affordable medicines, which have to go up the ladder as
new chemicals or molecules are invented all over the
world. These must be made in India and these will have to
be offered at the village level itself, through prescriptions
generated by telemedicine. And there will have to be
cameras and scanners to capture the images which will
have to be generated. This will need the government to
help out.To transform countryside education, it must go
hand in hand with healthcare. Students of high schools and
colleges should be able to access the digital knowledge
world and download e-books so that the age of the
photocopier is left far behind. The government must to
develop the IT backbone and take it to villages so that
youngsters can use their smartphones, which will have to
work as mini libraries. And, of course, the smartphones
will perform with signals from towers or satellites.

The need for power and signals for smartphones brings us

back to infrastructure. Along with power, the villages will
need roads, which must lead to highways and railway lines
so that youngsters can easily go to coaching schools to
prepare for competitive examinations and those who do

Middlemen & bribes

Haryana’s corrupt patwaris under scrutiny

Neeraj Dutta vs State (NCT of Delhi) offers a glimmer
of hope. By lowering the bar for evidence in
corruption cases, it empowers agencies to secure
convictions even when witnesses turn hostile. This
landmark ruling should embolden the Haryana
authorities to take decisive action against those

Challenges galore for Trump

Retaining global edge in science and technology his main concern, not immigration

administration, in its dying days, to announce “controls
on advanced computing chips and certain closed
artificial intelligence (AI) model weights, alongside
new licence exceptions and updates to Data Centre
Validated End User authorisation”.

The obvious intention is to deny China capacities in
advanced Al innovation, though it’s capabilities in
sophisticated tooling cannot be effectively curtailed.
How will Trump handle this important aspect of US
efforts to retain its primacy in science and technology,

with China having become a ‘scientific power’ with =wg "
growing technological competence? This will be # "*_L

Trump’s challenge for his entire term because of the
great speed in the development of digital technology.
Trump’s announcement of wishing to acquire Greenland
bears the mark of the first-term Trump making
outrageous remarks, unconcerned with the canons of
conventional diplomacy. His approach to the Ukraine
war will attract great media attention worldwide.
However, the real geopolitical challenge before Trump
lies in managing the continuing rise of China. That has
been the main foreign and security policy issue for all
US presidents since the closing years of the first
decade of this century. By then, it had become clear
that China’s rise had been far deeper and wider and
rapid than US calculations. With Xi Jinping becoming
China's undisputed leader and showing a firm
determination to take on the US, Obama, Trump 1.0
and Biden have had to handle his ambitions. He is
relentlessly pushing forward.It is not clear if Trump will
seek to bluntly thwart Xi's ambitions or try to reach an
accommodation with him. Trump’s choice of Cabinet
colleagues who have a hardline approach on China
gives one indication, but his inviting Xi to his
inauguration marks a softer touch. Naturally, the chance
that Xi would have personally accepted the invitation

instead of sending a representative was never there.
Indeed, the basic dynamics of the US-China Great Game
will inevitably lead to even greater competition. It will
need great statesmanship in both countries to ensure that
this does not lead to conflict. Trump wanted the Gaza
war to end and issued dire threats to Hamas and, no
doubt, behind-the-scene pressures on Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The Israel-Hamas
ceasefire will lead Trump to claim how effective he will

be on all issues. It is too early to predict how the
ceasefire will pan out. Hamas has not been finished.
Outgoing Secretary of State Anthony Blinken has noted:
“Indeed, we assess that Hamas has recruited almost as
many new militants as it has lost.” What can be
assessed, though, in the context of the larger West Asia
is that Trump’s implacable opposition to Iran will
continue. What is not clear is how much of an

well can go and live in towns where better jobs are offered.

In sum, the government still has to keep financing capital

investment and infrastructure. It should give up the
thought that it can step back so that the private sector can
take over. Here, the Budget will have a critical role to play.

In the old days, the Budget presentation, through which the

country came to know about it, was overblown. The
country stopped to pause to hear or see the Finance
Minister through radio or TV and the media spent endless
hours trying to highlight a few aspects of the Budget. This
gave the minister a chance to do a good bit of
grandstanding.Today, the Budget papers are released
online, allowing the media, analysts and corporates to
pore over the numbers quickly to come to their
conclusions.But some of the mystique still remains,
particularly for the layman, who wants to know whether
he will have to pay more or fewer taxes and turns to the tax
accountant to find out if his tax bill will go up or not. The
layman forgets that since the time when Manmohan
Singh, as Finance Minister, transformed the economy,
incomes tax rates for individuals have gone down. But the
layman does not notice it as he sees his tax bill going up
and forgets that his income has gone up much more.

What he also does not notice is that the present dispensation

has introduced the revolutionary GST regime, which has
lowered taxes that consumers have to pay through sales
tax and excise duty; he thinks he is paying a lot more as
GST, when, in fact, he is consuming a lot more.

involved in the revenue scandal. Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini’s reiteration of a zero-tolerance
policy must be matched by concrete action.
Reforms like digitising land records, introducing
biometric attendance systems, installing CCTV
cameras in offices and conducting regular audits
are critical. Moreover, swift punitive measures,
coupled with citizen awareness campaigns and
effective grievance redress systems, are essential
to curb exploitation and build
accountability.India’s 93rd rank in the 2023
Global Corruption Index underscores the urgency
for reforms. Corruption in public offices erodes
trust and tarnishes governance. Haryana must
seize this opportunity to revamp its revenue
administration, inspired by the Supreme Court’s
robust stance. Restoring public trust is not just a goal
but a necessity for ensuring a fair and transparent
system.

investment he will make in addressing the basic Arab-

Palestinian issue. The chances are that it will have a low

priority for him.Trump will continue with the Indo-

Pacific approaches developed during his first term and

taken further by Biden. He will seek to strengthen Quad.

India is an essential component of the grouping. But that

will not diminish the pressures he will put on India,

especially on trade issues. But he will avoid raising
human rights concerns with India. On the India-

] Pakistan front, he will remain indifferent,

B . unlessthere are chances of a major conflict.

Where Trump will show little or no interest is
in addressing the existential issue of our
times: climate change. He is a climate
sceptic who took the US out of the Paris
pact. Extreme weather events, too, have not
changed his outlook. This is particularly a
major negative for the global fight against
climate change at a time when world
temperatures are breaking the 1.5°C
threshold. Trump is unlikely to back off
from his decision to allow drilling for
hydrocarbons or seek to reduce its
proportion in the energy mix.

However, whatever an incoming US
President may consider to be his agenda, it
has often been seen that he has had to
amend it to address unforeseen challenges.
George W Bush had to confront the tragedy

of 9/11; he responded with a global war on terror.

Barack Obama had to face the consequences of the

global economic crisis of 2008, which began with the

collapse of the Wall Street. Trump 1.0 faced the Covid
pandemic and did poorly, while Biden had to face the

Ukraine and Gaza wars. What unforeseen

development(s) will Trump 2.0 have to deal with?

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
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Love new India's fearless,
selfless approach in T20ls:
Sanjay Manjrekar

New Delhi. Former India cricketer turned
commentator Sanjay Manjrekar has praised
the Indian T20I side for their fearless and
selfless cricket after their dominating win
over England on Wednesday, January 22.
India thrashed England by seven wickets in
the first T20I of the five-match series at Eden
Gardens, Kolkata.The Men in Blue bundled
out the visitors for 132 in 20 overs and went
on to chase down the target in just 12.5 overs,
putting on a belligerent display of batting.
Following India’s comprehensive win,
Manjrekar was full of praise for the Indian
side as he was left in awe of their fearless and
selfless approach.“Loving this from New
India! No fear cricket. No fascination for
individual 50s etc. Selfless cricketer always
a dangerous cricketer in T20s.
#INDvENGonlJioStar,” wrote Manjrekar on
his X account.Varun Chakravarthy was
adjudged Player of the Match as he spun a
web around England's batting and derailed
their innings in the middle overs. The wrist
spinner continued his marvellous form ever
since his comeback to the national side in
October 2024 and got the big scalps of Jos

Buttler, Harry Brook and Liam Livingstone.
Later in the chase, openers Sanju Samson and
Abhishek Sharma got the team off to a
terrific start, adding 41 runs in 4.2 overs.
While Samson was dismissed for 26 (20),
Abhishek went on to score 79 (34) and
helped India chase down the modest target in
just12.5 overs.

India's golden run in T20Is in recent times
Meanwhile, Captain Suryakumar Yadav has
continued India’s fearless approach to
batting started by former captain Rohit
Sharma during the T20I World Cup 2024.
Under his leadership, the youngsters have
been given full freedom to go after the
opposition right from the first ball itself.

The move has worked wonders for the team as
India have become the most feared side in
the world since their T20 World Cup 2024
triumph. The Men in Blue have won 13 out
of 16 matches so far since July 2024 and have
won four series on the trot. The Suryakumar
Yadav-led side will look to continue their
unbeaten run in the shortest format by
emerging victorious in the ongoing series as
well.

SA20: Sunrisers Eastern
Cape beat Pretoria Capitals
for third consecutive honus

point win

NEW DELHI. Defending champions
Sunrisers Eastern Cape registered a 52-run
victory over the Pretoria Capitals to claim a
third consecutive bonus point win on
Wednesday evening.With 15 points, the
Sunrisers are still in third position, and the
Capitals are still in fifth place with nine
points.After being reduced to 53/5 following
an outstanding early burst by Capitals
seamer Eathan Bosch (3/33) and new
Australian signing Jason Behrendorff, the
back-to-back winners had to demonstrate
their character.Also See: ICC Champions
Trophy 2025

With 26 wickets, Bosch has surpassed former
captain Wayne Parnell as the Capitals' top
wicket-taker, breaking his previous record of
24.In order to get to 149/7, the Sunrisers
needed a captain's innings, and Aiden
Markram delivered with a powerful 68 not
out off 55 balls.Liam Dawson (25 off 11
balls) and Marco Jansen (24 off 24 balls)
provided Markram with bottom order
support to shift the tide in the home team's
favor.With a superb new-ball spell, Jansen is
quickly emerging as a leading candidate for

T

| Y

SA20 Season 3 Most Valuable Player
(MVP).

With the help of Richard Gleeson (1/22), the
lanky left-arm seamer destroyed the Capitals
top order with figures of 3/7, leaving the
visitors inruins at 28/4.

Rookie Keagan Lion-Cachet, 22, showed that
he has the talent and disposition to thrive at
this level after the Capitals gave him his
SA20 debut.

Also See: Champions Trophy Schedule 2025
Together with Marques Ackerman, the right-
hander scored 28 to give the Sky Blues some
hope.
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Meanwhile,

ILT20: Zaman, Amir power Desert Vipers to
10-wicket victory over Sharjah Warriorz

wThe Desert Vipers attained a

dominant 10-wicket win over the
Sharjah Warriorz in ILT20's third
season, with Mohammad Amir taking
four wickets and Fakhar Zaman
scoring an unheaten 71. Zaman and
Alex Hales's aggressive start led the
Vipers to a comfortable chase,
solidifying their top position in the
rankings at Dubai International
Stadium.

NEW DELHI. The Desert Vipers returned

to winning ways at the third season of
ILT20, outperforming the Sharjah
Warriorz and winning by a commanding
10-wicket margin on Wednesday at the
Dubai International Stadium.

Mohammad Amir's four-wicket haul and

Fakhar Zaman's undefeated 71 helped the
Desert Vipers sail to a decisive victory that
solidified their top spot in the

rankings.Alex Hales got the Desert Vipers

Southee for three fours.

off to a terrific start with a barrage of Also See:2025 Champions Trophy

boundaries, and they wasted no time in
their pursuit. Within the first two overs, the
team sped to 20/0 after he hit Adam Milne
for a maximum and then clobbered Tim

With some clean hitting, Zaman stepped in,
taking aim at Bangladeshi pacer Junaid
Siddique in his opening over. He sliced
him away for a boundary after crossing the

Ranji Trophy: Rohit Sharma fails on comeback
after 9 years, falls cheaply vs J&K

New Delhi India captain Rohit Sharma failed

on his Ranji Trophy comeback as he got
dismissed cheaply against Jammu &
Kashmir on Thursday, January 23 Sharad
Pawar Cricket Academy BKC, Mumbai.
Rohit was dismissed for 3 (19) by Umar
Nazir Mir and failed to impress on his return
to India’s premier domestic first-class
competition.

Rohit’s Ranji comeback was eagerly

anticipated by his fans and pundits after he
confirmed his availability to play for
Mumbai. However, the opening batter
didn’t look comfortable at all at the crease
playing and missing a number of deliveries.
The opening batter looked desperate to get
some bat on the ball as he chased after a few
wide deliveries as well. His struggling knock
ended on 3 (19) as he got a leading edge
while trying to pull Umar Nazir Mir and got
caught inside the circle. As a result, Rohit
didn’t have a memorable return to Ranji

Trophy leaving Mumbai reeling after
captain Ajinkya Rahane opted to bat
first.Earlier, Yashasvi Jaiswal also departed
cheaply, getting dismissed for 4 (8) as he got
caught behind against Auqib Nabi Dar. Both
openers returned to the pavilion, leaving the
defending champions on 12/2 after 5.5 overs

as Ajinkya Rahane walked in to join
Hardik Tamore at the crease.

Rohit's poor run in Tests in recent times

Rohit made himself available for Ranji
Trophy following new directives by the
BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in
India) which has made it mandatory for
players to participate in domestic cricket
while not on national duty. The India
captain has been in poor form in the
longest format of late as he scored 619
runs from 14 matches (26 innings) at an
average of 24.76 with two hundreds and
as many fifties.

He recently scored just one half century in
India’s nine-match-long Test season and
even dropped himself from the playing XI
for the fifth Test against Australia in Sydney.
Hence, Rohit will be eager to find his form
back ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 set to begin from February 19.

Yuvraj Singh’s Witty Applause Lights Up Abhishek
Sharma’s Explosive Knock Against England

New Delhi The Eden Gardens in Kolkata

witnessed a night of cricketing magic on
January 22, as India secured a commanding
seven-wicket win against England in the
opening T201 of the five-match series. Amid
the cheers and fireworks, the spotlight shone
brightly on Abhishek Sharma, whose
scintillating 79-run knock off just .
34 balls etched a memorable |
chapter in the annals of Indian [
cricket.Adding a touch of humour §
and nostalgia to the post-match
celebrations, Indian cricket
legend Yuvraj Singh took to
social media to praise the young
opener. Yuvraj, known for
mentoring Abhishek during his §=
formative years, delivered a
playful yet heartfelt compliment, H&&
saying, “Good start to the series |
boys! Great tone set by our
bowlers and well played sir |
[Abhishek]! I’'m impressed you =
hit 2 boundaries down the ground

as well.”The pressure was mounting on
Abhishek Sharma as he stepped onto the
field. With just 256 runs from 13 T20Is and
inconsistent performances, critics were
questioning his place in the squad. Calls for
his replacement with rising stars like
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shubman Gill had

grown louder. But on this crucial night,
Abhishek silenced his detractors in
emphatic fashion.

His innings began cautiously, letting Sanju

Samson set the early pace. But when Samson
fell in the fifth over, Abhishek unleashed a
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barrage of strokes that left the English
bowlers scrambling for answers. Smashing
eight sixes and five boundaries, Abhishek
reached his fifty in just 20 balls, making it
the second-fastest T20I half-century by an
Indian against England, behind only Yuvraj
Singh’s iconic 12-ball fifty in 2007.

The Yuvraj-Abhishek Connection
The parallels between Abhishek’s

performance and Yuvraj Singh’s legendary

feats weren’t lost on fans or the cricketing

fraternity. Yuvraj’s mentorship has been

pivotal in shaping Abhishek’s career, and the
young batter’s calculated aggression
bore the hallmarks of his mentor’s
guidance.

Yuvraj’s witty remark about Abhishek
hitting boundaries “down the ground”
instead of relying solely on aerial shots
showcased the camaraderie between the
two while subtly acknowledging
Abhishek’s technical growth as a batter.

India’s Chase: A Dominant Display

Chasing a modest target of 133, India faced
early jitters with the dismissals of captain
Suryakumar Yadav for a duck and
Samson for 26. However, Abhishek’s
explosive knock and a crucial 84-run
partnership with Tilak Varma steadied
the ship. Varma played the perfect

supporting role, contributing an unbeaten
24, while Abhishek’s heroics ensured India
wrapped up the chase in just 12.5 overs.This
victory not only gave India an early lead in
the series but also reinforced their batting
depth, with Abhishek emerging as a
potential match-winner.

stump, and then he hit a stunning pull shot
for four more.Zaman appeared to have a
straightforward goal: to prevent the
bowlers from settling in. He was in his
rhythm. He pursued Ashton Agar and
used a huge slog sweep to strike him for a
huge six.The Desert Vipers scored 47 runs
after five overs when the Pakistani
batsman sprinted down the track for the
following delivery and smashed it clean
past the pitcher. The Sharjah Warriorz
were 18/4 at the same point in the first
innings.As the required run rate fell below
three runs per over and the Desert Vipers'
batters reveled in the middle, the disparity
in batting became apparent. Hales was
content to take a backseat while Zaman
gave it his best.Using all his strength, he
muscled the ball over long on and into the
stands as he targeted Siddique once again
in the seventh over. Shortly after, Zaman
reached his second half-century of the
seasonin 30 balls.

The Desert Vipers would eventually hunt

down the target, but Zaman sped up the
process by hitting Agar for six with a
brilliant slog-sweep and then finishing the
match with a six over long-on.

D Gukesh dethrones Ajrun
Erigaisi to become highest-
ranked Indian in FIDE Rankings

New Delhi. World champion D Gukesh has

continued his rise in chess as he went past
compatriot Arjun Erigaisi to become the
highest-ranked Indian in the latest FIDE
Rankings on Thursday, January 23. Gukesh
went past Erigaisi to take the 4th spot in the
latest rankings as Erigaisi slipped to No.5. The
18-year-old achieved the feat when he got his
second win in the Tata Steel Masters in Wijk
Aan Zee in the Netherlands as he beat Vincent
Keymer of Germany.

Gukesh, who was conferred the Khel Ratna

award recently, has amassed 2784 rating
points, while Erigaisi slipped to 2779.5 rating
points. Erigaisi was the highest-ranked Indian
for a long time and achieved a career-best
rating of 2801, making him only the second
Indian after Viswanathan Anand to go past the
2800 threshold. This also made the 21-year-
old the 15th highest-rated player in history.

However, Erigaisi's recent performances
haven't been up to the mark.Erigaisi had gone
to the World Rapid and Blitz Championship in
New York, hoping to secure a Candidates
berth, but had to come back home empty-
handed in the end. The 21-year-old is also
having a rough time in the ongoing Tata Steel
Masters, having got just one point so far.

Norway's Magnus Carlsen continues to be the

undisputed world No.1 with 2832.5 points,
followed by United States' Grandmaster
Hikaru Nakamura with 2802. Fabiano
Caruana, with 2798 points, is in the third spot.

Gukesh continues to shine
Since beating Ding Liren to become the world

champion, Gukesh has continued to shine.
The 18-year-old had missed the World Rapid
and Blitz Championship in New York as he
had returned home to take part in festivities
and functions after his win in Singapore
against Liren.Gukesh's return to the board saw
him edge past Anish Giri with a win after a
rough start to proceedings. He then drew his
second-round game against Slovenia's
Vladimir Fedoseev. The 18-year-old was held
to a draw in round 3, before bouncing back
against Keymer.

Mohammed Shami is bowling like a 22-year-
old: Arshdeep downplc:ys fresh injury concerns

«India pacer Arshdeep Singh

downplayed any fresh injury
concerns for Mohammed Shami after
the veteran bowler was not named in
the playing X for the first T20I
against England in Kolkata.

Star pacer Arshdeep Singh
reassured fans that there was no need to
worry about Mohammed Shami's fitness
after the veteran bowler was left out of India's
playing XI for the first T201 against England
in Kolkata. Arshdeep dismissed any fresh
injury concerns surrounding Shami and
instead heaped praise on the 33-year-old,
likening his bowling to that of his younger
self.

Arshdeep starred in Shami's
absence to become India's highest wicket-
taker in T20Is and help the hosts outclass

England by seven wickets in the first T20I on
Wednesday."Just yesterday, I was talking
about the same thing with Shami Bhai
because when he was bowling, the way the
ball was coming out of his hand was
absolutely amazing. With every delivery,
you would say, 'Wow, how can such an
incredible ball come out of someone's hand

® & o D

like this!" Just wait for a few more days, and
you'll get to see that bowling, and you’ll
enjoy it a lot. The way the ball is coming out
ofhis hand makes it look like the 22-year-old
Shami Bhai is bowling again," Arshdeep
Singh said in the post-match interview with
JioCinema.Shami was seen bowling at the
side nets, targeting the stumps ahead of the

first T20I. However, Indian skipper
Suryakumar Yadav confirmed that Shami's
comeback would be delayed after opting to
bowl at the toss. Despite heavy strapping on
his left knee, Shami had bowled at full tilt
during all of India's practice sessions.Fans
and cricket experts then questioned Shami's
fitness, saying if the swelling in his left knee
after rigorous sessions continued to trouble
the veteran pacer. Suryakumar had
confirmed in the pre-match press conference
that Shami was fit."It's always good to have
an experienced bowler in your side, and he is
making a comeback after over a year. I am
really excited to see him. I have witnessed
his journey—what he did at the NCA, how
he focused on his bowling and recovery. It's
great to see him fit and back in the side,"
Suryakumar said on Tuesday.Shami himself
said that he was eager to make India
comeback. "The hunger to play for the
country should never end. If you love it, you
will always fight back, no matter how many
injuries you face," Shami said at a Cricket
Association of Bengal event.
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elena
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Benny Blanco Gear Up For Fresh
Tracks With A Kiss Of Love

: ; elena Gomez and Benny Blanco are keeping fans on

their toes with an exciting tease about new music. On

January 17, Benny Blanco dropped a mysterious yet

exciting TikTok video, sparking rumours of a collaboration

Y y with none other than his fiancée, Selena Gomez. The 36-

year-old producer posted the short clip in response to a fan’s

request for him to make “some new songs for our queen."

The video, just a few seconds long, shows Blanco opening a

! door to find Gomez, 32, lounging on a couch with a

microphone set up in front of her.“Hi," Blanco greets her

and she flashes a smile at the camera, replying, “Hi" in
return.

In the post’s caption, he reportedly added, “Replying to Esme

Hermes in case TikTok doesn’t exist next week." Fans

couldn’t get enough, flooding the comments with

excitement. One follower even called it

“the greatest gift," while
e another said, “If I was
"“: ; as happy as she is I

{ would do anything to
keep him."
Before they were officially
a couple, Gomez and
¢ Blanco were already
: I musical collaborators.
! Their partnership began
years ago when Blanco co-
produced two hits from
Gomez’s 2015 album
Revival: Kill Em with
Kindness and Same Old Love.

The duo also teamed up on the

2019 hit I Can’t Get Enough, a

collaboration featuring Tainy
and J Balvin. In the music video, the pair
shared a quirky scene, with Gomez in cosy pyjamas and
Blanco dressed as a giant teddy bear.

Their most recent collaboration was in August 2023 with
Gomez’s single, Single Soon. Since then, their
connection has grown. In December 2023, Gomez
reportedly confirmed their relationship, subtly dropping
clues on social media, including a photo of herself
wearing a ‘B’ ring on her left ring finger, hinting at their
engagement.Earlier this month, the duo got engaged.

Rasha Thadani

Tamannaah Bhatia And Vijay Varma Dance To ‘Uyi
Amma’, Fans Go Crazy Over The Trio

aveena Tandon’s daughter Rasha Thadani has
officially stepped into the limelight with her =~ Amma, writing, “When Aaj Ki Raat meets Uyi Amma W2
ebut film Azaad. The film, which also marks ~ ?? 7z

the debut of Ajay Devgn’s nephew Aaman Devgan, Despite the buzz around the debutants, Azaad has |
hit theaters this week following a star-studded special ~ struggled at the box office. According to reports, the ' f’ “
screening in Mumbai. Among Rasha’s many  film managed a modest opening day collection of
cheerleaders is actress Tamannaah Bhatia, who has  ?1.5 crore, trailing behind Emergency, which earned
been vocal about her support for the young star.  ?2.35 crore. Morning shows saw low occupancy at
Tamannaah even stole the spotlight at the Azaad  just 5%, though night shows improved slightly with
screening when she eagerly quizzed the
paparazzi about their thoughts on Rasha’s
song Uyi Amma, calling it “too good."Fans
were in for a treat when Tamannaah and Rasha
teamed up to groove to the upbeat Uyi Amma.
The video, shared by Rasha on Instagram, F&=
showcases their playful chemistry and @&
flawless expressions. While Tamannaah kept
it casual in a hoodie and a no-makeup look,
Rasha added a nod to her debut film by
sporting a T-shirt that read “unstable girl."
Their bond shone through, with Rasha
humorously referring to Tamannaah as her
“adopted mom" during a recent interview. She
even joked that Tamannaah and her boyfriend Vijay
Varma had “adopted" her—a playful comment that
delighted fans.

The clip became even more entertaining with a cameo
by Vijay Varma, who surprised fans by singing a line
from Uyi Amma. The trio’s infectious energy won
over social media, with fans flooding the comment
section with love. “Three cuties in one frame!" wrote
one user, while another commented, “Two beauties
and so many expressions." A fan drew parallels

I

26% occupancy. The film’s extensive promotional
efforts, which saw Rasha and Aaman attending events
across the country, aimed to generate excitement, but
the initial response has been underwhelming.Set
against the backdrop of British India, Azaad explores
a politically charged era, featuring Ajay Devgn and "
Diana Penty alongside the debutants. Desplte its slow .
start, fans of Rasha and Aaman remain hopeful for a . '? LS
steady rise in popularity, fueled by the duo’s fresh, r
energy and star-studded connections. {: .
Aaf .
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Pankaj Tripathi Bows Down To
Wife Mridula With Folded
Hands On 215t Annlversury

fall head over heels for him. Celebrating 21

glorious years of togetherness with his wife,
Mridula, the Mirzapur actor proved why he’s not
just a fantastic actor but also the ultimate husband
goals. Pankaj and his wife celebrated their 21st
wedding anniversary on January 15,2025. Today,
Mridula shared a cute video from the celebration
on Saturday.In the video, Pankaj is seen bowing
down to Mridula with folded hands, leaving fans
absolutely emotional and in awe of his simplicity.
Dressed in his signature understated style, Pankaj
looked as grounded as ever, while Mridula,
donning a lovely traditional yellow suit. She
blushes at her husband’s gesture. The video also
shows Pankaj putting a ring on Mridula’s finger.
They hug and cut their anniversary cake together
while the guests cheer for the two. Their
daughter, Aashi Tripathi, also joined them.

P ankaj Tripathi just gave us another reason to

Pankaj and Mridula’s story is no less than a

Bollywood script. The duo met when Mridula
was in ninth standar and Pankaj was in 11th. Soon
they developed feelings for each other. They
feared their families will not accept their
relationship because she came from a higher
social standing.

They tied the knot on January 14, 2004, and since

then, it’s been a rollercoaster ride of love and
dreams fulfilled together. The Mimi star often
credits Mridula for being his rock and supporting
him during his struggling years. Pankaj Tripathi
gained prominence after featuring in Anurag
Kashyap’s Gangs of Wasseypur. He was recently
seen in Stree 2.Here’s wishing Pankaj and
Mridula many more years of love, laughter, and
love-filled moments.

Bigg Boss 18: Shilpa Shinde
Claims Vivian Dsena Is

‘Jealous’ Of Karan Veer, ‘Laadla

Word Ne Uski Band Baja Di’

FAREER =7 . =

. R igg Boss 18 finale is just a day away, and fans
== S . are eagerly waiting to find out who will lift

the trophy this time around. Former Bigg
Boss winner Shilpa Shinde will be seen supporting
Karan Veer Mehra in today’s episode of the reality
show. In arecent interview, Shilpa also talked about
why she thinks Vivian doesn’t deserve to win. She
said that the makers calling him ‘laadla’ since the
beginning of the show ended up backfiring.

In an interview with Telly Talk, Shilpa Shinde said,

“Vivian mein toh Day 1 se Karan ke liye jealousy
dikh rahi thi. Day 1 se. (Since Day 1, Vivian has
been showing jealousy towards Karan)." She
further added that it seemed like Vivian did not
want Avinash Mishra and Eisha Singh near Karan
Veer Mehra. “If they had gone to him, he would
have been left alone, and he didn’t want that," said
Shilpa. She further added that Vivian doesn’t
deserve to win Bigg Boss 18. She said that she has
no personal issues with him, but is only speaking
based on the game. Meanwhile, she pointed out that
the entire industry is liking Karan Veer’s game.

Shilpa Shinde then said, “Makers ne usko (Vivian

Dsena) laadla bolke uski band bajaa di. (The
makers treated him like their favorite and that
ended up backfiring)." She said that Vivian had an
‘attitude’ from the beginning that he has done
shows on Colors, and that he is the favourite. “Main
laadla. Us chakkar mein usne kuchh nahi kiya. Na
uske paas humour tha, na uske paas baat karne ka
sense hai. Na fun hai. (He didn’t do anything. He
didn’t have any humor, no sense of talking, no
fun)," she said.

She further questioned, “Morning mein bhi...kiske

upar meherbaani kar rahe ho aap? Kyu? Bigg Boss
mein aakar aap kiske upar meherbaani kar rahe ho?
Aap show se apne aap ko bada maante ho. Itna
aapne kya kar liya? 1-2 shows ek hi channel ke?
(Even in the morning... who are you doing a favour
to? Why? You come into Bigg Boss and think
you’re above the show? What have you really
done? 1-2 shows on the same channel?).

She once again reiterated that being called ‘laadla’ by

the makers ruined Vivian’s game. “Bolte hai na
success har koi nahi handle kar paata. Toh Vivian ka
wahaa panga ho gaya hai. (They say success is
something that not everyone can handle, and that’s
exactly what appened with Vivian)," she
concluded.Meanwhile, a promo of the upcoming
episode of Bigg Boss 18 also showed Shilpa Shinde
mocking Eisha Singh. Shilpa Shinde is the winner
of Bigg Boss 11, that aired from October 2017 to
January 2018.



