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Mayors of Hiroshima,
Nagasaki invite Trump for
80th anniversary of World
War Il atomic bombings

World The mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have
invited US President Donald Trump to visit this year
for the 80th anniversary of the World War II atomic
bombings, officials said Wednesday.In a joint letter
to Trump, the mayors urge him to come and "listen to
the testimonies of the hibakusha (bomb survivors) in
person, take to heart their fervent wish for peace, and
deepen your understanding of the inhumanity of
nuclear weapons"."It is our sincere hope that you
will break away from the notion of nuclear reliance
and take strong leadership in the abolition of nuclear
weapons and the realization of lasting world peace,"
said the January 28 letter shared with AFP on
Wednesday.The United States dropped an atomic
bomb on each Japanese city on August 6 and 9, 1945
-- the only times nuclear weapons have been used in
warfare. Days later Japan surrendered.Around
140,000 people died in Hiroshima and some 74,000
others in Nagasaki including many who survived the
explosions but died later from radiation exposure.

Washington has never apologised for the bombings.

US ambassador John Roos in 2010 became the first US
representative to attend the annual Hiroshima
commemoration and went to the Nagasaki event two
years later.Barack Obama became the first sitting US
president to come to Hiroshima in 2016, followed by
Joe Biden in 2023.Trump did not make the trip
during his first term, despite the two mayors inviting
him according to Japanese media.

Last year, Nagasaki's mayor Shiro Suzuki sparked a
furore by not inviting Israel's ambassador to the
ceremony.Suzuki insisted the decision was '"not
political" but to avoid possible protests related to the
Gaza conflict. The ambassadors of the US, Israel,
Britain and others snubbed the ceremony in protest
and attended a smaller memorial event in Tokyo
instead.Last year's Nobel Peace Prize was awarded
to Nihon Hidankyo, a grassroots movement of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivors pushing for a
nuclear weapons ban.

No food, nothing': Famine
grips Sudan

World In the span of just two months, the Sudanese
mother watched helplessly as severe malnutrition
killed her 10-year-old daughter, Rania, and her eight-
month-old son, Montasir, in the famine-stricken
Zamzam displacement camp."I could only hold them
as they faded away," Ibrahim, 40, told AFP via video
call, sitting outside her straw-and-plastic shelter near
North Darfur state's besieged capital El-Fasher.

Rania was the first to succumb. In El-Fasher's only
functioning hospital, understaffed and unequipped,
she died in November just three days after being
admitted with acute diarrhoea.Her baby boy
Montasir followed weeks later, his tiny body bloated
from severe malnutrition.El-Fasher, under
paramilitary siege since May, is only one grim
battlefield in the 21-month war between the
Sudanese army and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

In July, a UN-backed review declared famine in
Zamzam, a decades-old displacement camp home to
between 500,000 and a million people.By December,
it had spread to two more camps in the area, Abu
Shouk and Al-Salam, as well as parts of the Nuba
Mountains in southern Sudan, the Integrated Food
Security Phase Classification determined.

The Sudanese government, aligned with the army, has
denied reports of famine, even as millions across the
country suffer on the brink of starvation.Now,
Ibrahim fears for her four-year-old daughter,
Rashida, who battles severe anaemia with no access
to medical care."I am terrified I will lose her too," she
said."We're abandoned. There is no food, no
medicine, nothing."At Salam 56, one of Zamzam's
48 overcrowded shelters, exhaustion was etched onto
mothers' faces as they cradled their children, too
weak to stand.Multiple families gathered around
bowls with a few scraps of peanut residue
traditionally used as animal feed.

Sad to watch new govt dismantling
all freedoms we've been fighting
for: Madonna

LOS ANGELES. Pop icon Madonna has criticised the
newly elected Donald Trump administration for its
decision to remove protections for transgender people
and end diversity, equity and inclusion efforts, urging
citizens to keep fighting for their rights.

It's the latest push by Trump to reverse policies set by
former president Joe Biden's government to protect
transgender people and their care.On Monday, Trump
directed the Pentagon to conduct a review that is
likely to lead to them being barred from military
service.Madonna, a longtime advocate for the

LGBTQ community, expressed her disappointment in
an X post on Tuesday.

"It's so sad to watch our new Government slowly
dismantling all the Freedoms we have been fighting
for and WON over the years. Don't give up the Fight!
(sic)" she wrote, adding the LGBTQ pride flag and
broken red heart emojis.Earlier, singer-actor Selena
Gomez, whose father is of Mexican descent, got
emotional over the Trump administration's stand over
the deportation of undocumented immigrants on
social media in anow-deleted Instagram video.
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Study says climate change made conditions that fed
Califoernia wildfires more likely, more intense

WASHINGTON. Human-caused climate
change increased the likelihood and
intensity of the hot, dry and windy
conditions that fanned the flames of the
recent devastating Southern California
wildfires, a scientific study found.

But the myriad of causes that go into the still
smoldering fires are complex, so the level
of global warming’s fingerprints on weeks
of burning appears relatively small
compared to previous studies of killer heat
waves, floods and droughts by the
international team at World Weather
Attribution. Tuesday’s report, too rapid for
peer-review yet, found global warming
boosted the likelihood of high fire weather
conditions in this month’s fires by 35% and
its intensity by 6%.0nce-in-a-decade super
strong Santa Ana winds, a dry autumn that
followed two very wet years that caused
rapid growth in flammable chapparal and
grass, hot weather, dry air and vulnerable
houses in fire-prone areas all were factors
in the fast-moving fires that destroyed
thousands of homes and killed at least 29
people, study authors said. But the climate
attribution team was only able to quantify

issues that dealt with the fire weather index,
which are the meteorological conditions
that add up to fire danger.The fire weather
index — which includes measurements of
past rainfall, humidity and wind speed — is
where the team looked and found markers
of climate change that they could quantify.
The team used observations of past weather
and computer simulations that compared
what happened this month to a what-if
world without the 1.3 degrees Celsius (2.3
degrees Celsius) of human-caused climate
change that Earth has had since industrial
times. That allowed them to come up with a
calculation for warming’s contribution to
the disaster. It’s a method that the National
Academy of Sciences says is valid. Even
though these rapid studies aren’t yet peer-
reviewed, nearly all of them are published
later in peer-reviewed journals without
significant changes, said World Weather
Attribution co-lead scientist Friederike
Otto.“The number (35%) doesn’t sound
like much” because unlike dozens of its
past studies, the team looked at a small area
and a complex meteorological
measurement in the fire weather index that

would generally mean there would be large
uncertainties, said Otto, a climate scientist
at Imperial College London. But in this
case the climate change fingerprint is big
enough that it stands out, she said.Those
conditions are part of what makes
California attractive to 25 million
residents, said study co-author John
Abatzoglou, a climate and fire scientist at
the University of California
Merced.Southern California has “some of
the best climate, best weather on the planet
— except when you get a combination of

conditions that occurred here,”
Abatzoglou said. ““You get the trifecta of
dry windy and warm conditions. Those
three things, in combination with dry
fuels and ignitions, are the perfect recipe
for fire disasters.” Abatzoglou said it’s
like a bunch of switches — dryness,
fuels, high temperatures, wind and
ignition — that all need to be turned on
“for conditions to really take off.” Think
of it as switches for a light bulb to
illuminate — “and so you can think
about the artificial warming due to
human-caused climate change making
the light brighter,” added co-author Park
Williams, a UCLA fire and climate
scientist. The study also found California’s
dry season has increased by 23 days and the
lack of rain in October, November and
December was more than twice as likely
now than in pre-industrial times, but
because of limitations on the data,
researchers couldn’t statistically pinpoint
these to both climate change and the
specific fires this month, Otto said. But she
said “the rains are decreasing — that is
because of human-induced climate change.

Who can share seedsAs climate change and counterfeits North Korean leader Kim

hurt Kenyan farmers, it's a growing question

KIKUYU. Tucked away in a lush,
forested area of central Kenya's
Kikuyu town, the National Seed Bank
stands as a crucial safeguard for the
future of the country's agriculture.
Inside two chilly rooms of a
government building, more than
50,000 seed varieties are cataloged
and stored.The bank was established
in 1988 after the realization that some
traditional varieties of seeds were
being lost, an occurrence that is
becoming more common with climate
change. It aims to conserve seeds for
research and reintroduction to farms.

“We realize that some of the traditional
varieties that we had abandoned then
are actually more resilient to climate
change, so when you introduce them
especially in marginal areas, those
varieties outperform the improved
varieties,” said the director of the
Genetic Resources Research Institute
that operates the bank, Desterio
Nyamongo, referring to hybrid seeds
that must be bought every planting
season.He said the some of bank’s
seeds also were found to be more
resistant to diseases and pests and were
high-yielding.This gives hope to a
country that relies heavily on rain-fed

Discovery of brutal mass graves in Syria
reveals Assad's legacy of horror

DAMASCUS, Syria. The charred
remains of at least 26 victims of the
Bashar Assad government were located
Tuesday by Syrian civil defense
workers in two separate basements in
rural Damascus.The discovery adds to
the growing tally of mass graves
unearthed since the fall of the Assad
government in December. The remains,
which are believed to include men,
women and children, showed evidence
of gunshot wounds and burning.

Members of Syria’s White Helmets, a
volunteer civil defense group, exhumed
the fragmented, weathered skeletal
remains from the basement of two
properties in the town of Sbeneh,
southwest of the capital. Wearing
hazmat suits, they carefully logged and
coded each set of remains before
placing them into body bags, which

agriculture
leaving it more vulnerable to climate

instead of irrigation,

shocks like drought. The sector
contributes a third of Kenya's GDP.

Kenya is not alone facing food security
pressures. According to a U.N Food
and Agriculture and Organization
report in 2023, over a billion people
across the African continent are unable
to afford healthy diets, and the number
of hungry people is increasing.

But in Kenya, another complication has
emerged. Farmers in recent months
suffered losses in the millions of
shillings (tens of thousands of dollars)
after planting counterfeit seeds bought
from private sellers.Kenyan officials
have acknowledged that the seed sector
is critical.During the country’s first
international seed quality conference in

were then loaded onto trucks for
transport.Since Nov. 28, the White
Helmets have uncovered “more than
780 bodies, most of unknown identity,”
Abed al-Rahman Mawwas, a member
of the rescue service, told The
Associated Press. He said many were
found in shallow graves uncovered by
locals or dug up by animals. The bodies
are transferred to forensics doctors to
determine their identities, time of death
and cause of death, as well as to match
them with possible family members.
“Of course, this takes years of work,” he
said.Mohammad al-Herafe, a resident
of one of the buildings where remains
were uncovered, said the stench of
decomposing bodies was
overwhelming when his family
returned to Sbeneh in 2016 after fleeing
because of fighting in the area during

August, the agriculture ministry’s
permanent secretary, Paul Rono, said
Africa has limited capacity to
produce high-quality certified seeds
that are subjected to quality
standards.

The head of the Eastern Africa Farmers

Federation, Stephen Muchiri, said the
vigor of crops in Kenya has become
low, and he believes that the main
reason is a flawed seed breeding and
propagation program.But some
farmers say efforts to improve the seed
system in Kenya have been limited by a
2012 law banning seed sharing, which
is what millions of farmers did every
planting season to cut their production
cost. The government has said the law is
meant to prevent the circulation of
uncertified seeds and protects farmers,
but it faces a court challenge from more
than a dozen farmers across Kenya who
say it's expensive having to buy new
seeds every planting season. The next
hearing in the case is in March.

Francis Ngiri is one of the farmers who

filed the case. He runs an indigenous

seed bank for the local community on
his five-acre farm in the semi-arid

Gilgil area located 120 kilometers (74

miles) from the capital, Nairobi.

the country’s uprising-turned-civil war
that began in 2011.He said they found
the bodies in the basement but chose not
to report it out of fear of government
reprisals. “We could not tell the regime
about it because we know that the
regime did this.”The Assad
government, which ruled Syria for over
two decades, employed airstrikes on
civilian areas, torture, executions and
mass imprisonment, to maintain control
over Syria and suppress opposition
groups during the country’s 13-year
civil war.Ammar al-Salmo, another
Civil Defense member dispatched to
the second basement site, said further
investigation is needed to identify the
victims.We need testimonies from
residents and others who might know
who stayed behind when the fighting
intensified in 2013, he told the AP.

inspects nuclear facility as

Pyongyang pressures
Trump administration

SEOUL, South Korea. North Korean leader Kim Jong

Un inspected a facility that produces nuclear material
and called for bolstering the country’s nuclear fighting
capability, state media reported Wednesday, as the
North looks to increase pressure on the United States
following the inauguration of President Donald
Trump.Kim’s visit suggests a continued emphasis on
an expansion of North Korea’s nuclear arsenal, though
Trump has said he’s willing to talk to Kim again to
revive diplomacy. Many analysts view North Korean
weapons moves as part of a strategy to win sanctions
relief'and political concessions from the United States.

The official Korean Central News Agency reported that

Kim visited the nuclear-material production base and
the Nuclear Weapons Institute. It didn’t say where
those facilities are located, but North Korean photos of
Kim’s visit indicated that he likely visited a uranium-
enrichment facility that he went to last September. That
visit was North Korea’s first disclosure of a uranium-
enrichment facility since it showed one to visiting
American scholars in 2010.During the latest visit, Kim
said North Korea reported “amazing” results in its
production of nuclear material last year and underlined
the need to exceed this year’s production goal to

strengthen “the nuclear shield of the country,”
according to KCNA.Kim said that further boosting the
country’s nuclear counteraction posture is “‘our
invariable noble task” to cope with intensifying
challenges posed by “hostile forces,” an apparent
reference to the US and South Korea.The start of
Trump’s second term raises prospects for the
resumption of diplomacy between the United States
and North Korea, as Trump met Kim three times during
his first term. The Trump-Kim diplomacy in 2018-19
fell apart due to wrangling over US-led economic
sanctions on North Korea, and Kim has since
significantly dialed up weapons testing
activities.During a Fox News interview broadcast
Thursday, Trump called Kim “a smart guy” and “not a
religious zealot.” Asked whether he will reach out to
Kim again, Trump replied, “I will, yeah.”North Korea
hasn’t yet directly responded to Trump’s overture as it
continues its belligerent rhetoric against the US along
with weapons testing activities.

White House opens doors to 'new media’,
allocates seats in press briefing room

WASHINGTON. The

Trump
Administration has announced that it will

whitehouse.gov/newmedia.S
he also revealed that a front-

podcaster, or any other type of
content producerto apply for

I

allocate seats in the White House press
briefing room to representatives from "new
media" outlets, including podcasters, social
media influencers, and content creators.
This move, spearheaded by Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt, aims to provide
representation to groups that have not
previously had a presence in the briefing
room."Millions of Americans, particularly
young people, have shifted away from
traditional television and newspapers to
consume news through podcasts, blogs,
social media, and other independent
platforms," Leavitt said on Tuesday during
her first daily press briefing."It is crucial for
our team to share President Trump's
message widely and adapt the White House
to the evolving media landscape of 2025,"
Leavitt said.At just 27 years old, Leavitt is
the youngest White House press secretary
in history.She invited independent
journalists, podcasters, social media
influencers, and content creators to apply
for White House press credentials through
the newly launched website,

@ |

row seat in the briefing room,
traditionally reserved for the
press secretary's staff, will
now be designated the "New
Media Seat." Applications will
be reviewed by Leavitt's team,
and credentials will be granted
to those who meet the criteria
and pass the US Secret
Service's security
requirements.During her first
briefing, Leavitt fielded
questions from new media
representatives, including
outlets that rank among the
most-viewed news websites in
the country but have never had a seat in the
briefing room.When asked about the
initiative, Leavitt reiterated the
administration's commitment to upholding
the First Amendment."It's a fact that
Americans, especially young people, are
consuming news from a variety of
platforms. As the youngest press secretary
in history, thanks to President Trump, I take

® @ @«
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great pride in opening this room to new
media voices to ensure the president's
message reaches as many Americans as
possible," she said.

She added, "We will ensure that respected
outlets like Axios and Breitbart have a
permanent seat in this room every day.

We also encourage anyone in the country
whether you're a TikTok creator, blogger,

E SIS T I SEEEN I e @

press credentials if you are
producing legitimate news
content, regardless of the
platform."

The move marks a significant
shift in the White House's
approach to media engagement,
reflecting the changing ways
Americans access and consume
news in the digital age.Leavitt
also emphasised the
administration's commitment to
the First Amendment,
announcing plans to reinstate
press passes for 440 journalists
whose credentials were revoked
under the previous administration.

"This White House strongly believes in the
First Amendment, which is why we are
working diligently to restore press passes to
journalists who were wrongly denied
access.Additionally, we are opening this
briefing room to new media voices that
produce news-related content but currently
lack representation here," she explained.
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ISRO successfully launches its 100th rocket; GSLV-F15
places navigation satellite NVS-02 in orbit

Sriharikota: The Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
on Wednesday set a new mile-
stone by successfully placing
a secondgeneration naviga-
tion satellite in orbit. Isro used
a Geosynchronous  Satellite
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) in its
100th rocket launch from Sri-
harikota.

GSLV-F15 carrying NVS-02
navigation satellite lifted off
from the second launch pad
at Satish Dhawan Space Cen-

I .

tre in Sriharikota at 6.23am.
Around 19 minutes later, the
rocket placed NVS-02 in a
322.93km  geosynchronous
transfer orbit.

The NVS-02 satellite is part of
the second-generation Navi-
gation with Indian Constella-
tion (NavIC) system. NavIC is
India’s regional navigation sat-
ellite system designed to de-
liver precise Position, Velocity,
and Timing (PVT) services to
users within India and up to

1,500 km beyond its borders.
This launch will further en-
hance India’s navigation capa-
bilities.

The GSLV-F15, which is
equipped with an indigenous
cryogenic stage, will be the
eighth operational flight of
the GSLV series. Tomorrow’s
mission also marks the 100th
launch from ISRO’s spaceport
at Sriharikota, underscoring
the country’s growing pres-
ence in space technology.

President Trump Asks Elon Musk to Rescue
Stranded Astronauts from

RNS: In a bold move, for-
mer U.S. President Donald
Trump announced via his
Truth Social platform that
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk
has been tasked with res-
cuing two astronauts cur-
rently stranded aboard the
International Space Station
(1SS).

Trump revealed that Musk,
who already oversees the
Department of Govern-
mental Efficiency, would
take charge of the mission
to safely return NASA as-
tronauts Sunita Williams
and Butch Wilmore to
Earth.

“T have just asked Elon
Musk and @SpaceX to ‘go
get’ the 2 brave astronauts
who have been virtually
abandoned in space by
the Biden Administra-
tion. They have been wait-
ing for many months on
Space Station. Elon will

._l‘ o K i

fully, all will be safe. Good
luck, Elon!!!” Trump’s post
read. The message was also
shared on X, the social
media platform owned by
Musk.

Williams and Wilmore
have been aboard the ISS
since June 2024, with their
mission initially planned
to last just 10 days. How-
ever, due to technical is-
sues with Boeing’s Star-
liner  spacecraft—which
had transported them to
the station—the mission
was extended indefinitely.

ISS

In August, NASA canceled
the Starliner’s return mis-
sion after further compli-

cations arose, opting to
send the spacecraft back
uncrewed in September.
The astronauts are now set
to return to Earth aboard
a SpaceX Crew Dragon
capsule, part of the Crew-
9 mission launched in late
September. The capsule
is expected to bring them
home safely in the coming
days, marking the end of
their extended stay on the
space station.

soon be on his way. Hope-

Language Holds Power: Dr. G. Singh

Ranchi: A lecture on the Global Aspects of the English
Language was organized by the Department of Linguistics
and Literature at the Government Teachers Training Col-
lege Institute of Advanced Studies in Education, Ranchi.
The keynote speaker, Dr. G. Singh, retired Principal of D.A.
Bhi Urimari, Hazaribagh, was honored with a shawl by the
college family. Trainee teachers Rishabh, Ram, and Satish
also presented Dr. Singh with a memento canvas painting.
The event was presided over by Dr. Chandramadhav Singh,
the in-charge Principal of the college, and conducted by
Dr. Om Prakash. Dr. Mazharul Haq delivered the vote of
thanks.

Faculty Development Program Concludes
Successfully at NUSRL Ranchi

Ranchi: The Faculty Development Program (FDP) organ-
ized by the National University of Study and Research in
Law (NUSRL), Ranchi, concluded successfully today. The
event, held from January 24 to 29, aimed to enhance the
teaching practices and knowledge of the university’s faculty
members.

The valedictory session was attended by Jharkhand Central
University Vice Chancellor Prof. Kshiti Bhushan Das. The
program featured prominent speakers including Professor
Dr. N. K. Chakraborty, Vice Chancellor of NUJS Kolkata,
who discussed Legal Research Design, and Dr. Satyaki Roy
from IIT Kanpur, who provided insights on online course
management. Dr. Anshuman Hazarika of IIM Ranchi em-
phasized the role of case studies in teaching, while Mrs.
Rama Kondapalli shared strategies for improving NAAC
rankings.

The program also marked the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between NUSRL and GNLU Gan-
dhinagar.

ITT-ISM Hosts Lecture on Graphene Coatings
for Corrosion Resistance

Dhanbad: The Indian Institute of Technology (Indian
School of Mines), Dhanbad, hosted a distinguished lecture
by Prof. Raman Singh from Monash University, Australia,
on “Graphene Coatings: A Disruptive Approach to Corro-
sion Resistance” The event, part of the institute’s Centenary
Lecture Series, was held in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering’s Seminar Room.

Prof. Singh, a senior faculty member at Monash University,
discussed the revolutionary applications of graphene coat-
ings in preventing corrosion, emphasizing their effective-
ness in various environments. He also explored challenges
in Chemical Vapor Deposition (CVD) and the potential of
graphene coatings as a durable solution for corrosion re-
sistance.

The event, which attracted students, researchers, and fac-
ulty, was introduced by Prof. Somnath Chattopadhyaya,
Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, and
attended by Prof. Alok Das, Dean of Innovation, Incuba-
tion, and Entrepreneurship.

Quimica’25 Inaugurated at BIT Sindri
with Enthusiasm

Dhanbad: Quimica25, the annual Technical Colloquium of
the Chemical Engineering Department at BIT Sindri, kicked
off with a grand inauguration ceremony. Dr. Pankaj Rai, Di-
rector of BIT Sindri, along with esteemed faculty members,
marked the event with a traditional lamp-lighting ritual.

The inauguration was attended by key figures including Dr.
Amit Kumar Gupta (HoD, Chemical Engineering), Dr. Anil
Kumar Rajak (HoD, Metallurgical Engineering), and Dr. C
Thakur (HoD, Mathematics Department), along with other
distinguished professors.

Spanning from January 29 to February 1, Quimica’25 offers
a range of events, including InnoVerse for innovative ideas,
SmartScape for problem-solving solutions, and webinars by
industry experts.

BIT Sindri to Host 3-Day Training Camp

Dhanbad: Birsa Institute of Technology (BIT) Sindri is organ-
izing a 3-day training camp in collaboration with Eduvitae,
BIT Cultural Society, and the Career and Development Cen-
tre. The camp, running from January 29 to 31, is aimed at pro-
viding ST/SC students with essential skills for career growth.
The training will cover key areas such as Python program-
ming, data science, and web development—fields that are in-
creasingly in demand in today’s digital world.

653 Candidates Appear for JEE Main-1
in Bokaro, 16 Absent

Bokaro: A total of 653 candidates appeared for the first ses-
sion of the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) Main-1, con-
ducted by the National Examination Agency (NTA) across
two centers in Bokaro on Wednesday.

Of the 669 registered candidates, 16 were absent.

Dr. A.S. Gangwar, NTAs City Coordinator and Principal of
DPS Bokaro, reported that at Alpha ICT Center, 214 out of
221 candidates attended the exam in the first shift, and 217
out of 219 appeared in the second shift.

Matripuja Ceremony Held at
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Bokaro

Bokaro: A grand Matripuja (Mother Worship) ceremony was
organized at Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Bokaro, on Wednesday,
under the guidance of Acharya Swamini Sanyuktanand Sar-
aswati from Chinmaya Mission. Students from classes 3 to 5
participated by washing their mothers’ feet, offering flowers,
and performing aarti, showcasing their devotion.

Swamini Sanyuktanand emphasized that life cannot be im-
agined without mothers, and Matripuja is a cherished tradi-
tion that promotes respect for parents and strengthens family
values. The event began with Vedic mantras and Ganesh Van-
dana, followed by heartfelt expressions of gratitude from the
children towards their mothers.

Devotees Gather at Ganga Ghats for Mauni
Amavasya Dip in Kanpur

Kanpur: A massive crowd of devotees gathered at the Ganga
Ghats in Kanpur on Wednesday to take a holy dip on the oc-
casion of Mauni Amavasya. The administration ensured ro-
bust security measures at all 14 Ghats, including Bithoor, Atal,
Paramat, and others, to maintain order and ensure a smooth
experience for the devotees.

Acharya Ashwani Tiwari explained that Mauni Amavasya,
the new moon day in the Magh month, holds special signifi-
cance for devotees. It is believed that taking a dip in the Ganga
while remaining silent brings happiness, prosperity, and the
fulfillment of wishes.

National Seminar on Cultural Materialism of Ancient
Northeast India Held at Cotton University

Guwahati: The two-day
National Seminar on
Cultural Materialism of
Ancient Northeast India
concluded on January
28 at Cotton Univer-
sity. The event, organ-
ized by the Pragjyotish
Centre for Cultural Re-
search (PCCR), Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad In-
stitute of Asian Studies
(MAKAIAS), and the
university’s Department
of Archaeology, brought
together scholars to ex-
plore the region’s rich
cultural and archaeologi-
cal heritage.

The seminar featured no-
table speakers, including
Prof. Chandan Kumar
Sarma of Tezpur Uni-
versity, who delivered
the keynote address, and

Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between
Cotton University and
the Directorate of Mu-
seums, Assam, aimed at
enhancing research and
conservation efforts.
Scholars from across the
country participated in
the seminar, which also
featured discussions
on the preservation of
Northeast India’s cultural
identity and natural herit-
age. The papers present-
ed will be published in
a book, as announced by
the seminar convenors.

Prof. Vinay Kumar Rao
from JNU, who discussed
the interconnectedness of
archaeological sources. A
key moment of the event
was the signing of a

Coal India Secures Spot in India’s Top 50
Best Workplaces

Ranchi: Coal India Limited has been honored with a spot
among India’s top 50 best workplaces, following a com-
prehensive survey of 347 manufacturing organizations con-
ducted by the renowned ‘Great Place to Work’ organization.
This prestigious recognition highlights Coal India’s com-
mitment to fostering a culture of trust, pride, and camarade-
rie, while providing a supportive and empowering environ-
ment for its employees.

The award adds to Coal India’s growing list of accolades,
having previously been recognized for its efforts in building
an inclusive and sustainable organization. The recognition
reflects the company’s continuous dedication to improving
employee welfare and creating a positive work culture.

A Maharatna company under the Ministry of Coal, Govern-
ment of India, Coal India is the world’s largest coal pro-
ducer, meeting over 80% of India’s domestic coal demand.
The company remains a key player in India’s energy sector,
focusing on operational excellence, employee welfare, and
environmental sustainability, while contributing significant-
ly to the country’s economic development.

E-Medix Smart Pharmacy Opens New Store in

Bariatu, Ranchi

ence in Jharkhand with the opening of a new store in Bar-
iatu. The launch marks a significant step in the company’s
mission to provide modern and digital pharmacy services
across India.

The new store was inaugurated by senior physician Dr.
Ashok Kumar Vaidya, with Dr. Pradeep, the franchise
owner, leading the initiative in partnership with E-Medix.
The event was attended by several notable figures from the
health sector, including Dr. Pramod, Ramashish Singh, Dr.
Prabhat Ranjan, Dr. Praveen Prasad, and Dr. Riya.

Danish Ashraf, COO and Director of E-Medix, emphasized
that the store aims to offer affordable, high-quality health-
care services, including medicines, consultations, and digi-
tal medical facilities, making healthcare more accessible to
the people of Bariatu.

Founded in 2015, E-Medix Smart Pharmacy has rapidly
grown its presence in Bihar, Jharkhand, and Odisha, and
is now accelerating expansion through a franchise model
to enable more entrepreneurs to join the healthcare sector.

Blessing Ceremony for Class 12 Students Held at
DAYV Public School, Sector-6

Bokaro: DAV Public School, Sector-6, organized a Bless-
ing Ceremony for its Class 12 students, marking the begin-
ning of their final year. The ceremony commenced with a
traditional Havan Yajna, conducted by the school’s Sanskrit
teacher, Bal Shekhar Jha.

Following the Yajna, Class 11 students organized various
activities for their seniors, including a quiz, musical per-
formances, drama, and cultural dances. These captivating
presentations left the audience mesmerized.

The school’s Principal, Anuradha Singh, addressed the
students, wishing them success and encouraging them to
remain focused, dedicated, and honest in their pursuit of ex-
cellence. She emphasized that success is achieved through
concentration, practice, and disciplined study.

Class 12 students, including Aditi and Akshat, shared their
memorable experiences of school life and expressed grati-
tude for the lessons learned. The event was skillfully hosted
by Class 11 students Aishwarya and Jyoti.

Teachers of Class 12 also provided valuable tips on excel-
ling in exams.

The event was a success with full support from Jahnvi
Banerjee, Jyoti Bala, Sunita Kumari, BK Jha, Bholanchal
Swain, Amit Kumar, Rajesh Kumar, Swaroop Kumar Nath,
and Sanchita Laha.

Rahul Earns Spot at 44th NTPC Junior National
Archery Championshi

Bokaro: Rahul Mahato (17) il
from Budhibinor village has
earned a spot to represent
Jharkhand at the 44th NTPC
Junior National —Archery
Championship,  scheduled
for 10 February in Bolpur
West Bengal.

This selection underscores
the success of Vedanta ESL
Archery Academy in devel-
oping young talent.

o i S

Prayagraj: A devastating stam-
pede at the Maha Kumbh Mela
in Prayagraj has claimed the
i lives of at least a dozen people,
=) with nearly 50 others reported
injured. The tragic incident
occurred in the early hours of
Wednesday; as a massive crowd
of devotees surged toward the
holy bath during one of Hin-
duism’s most significant reli-
gious events.

While state authorities and
police have yet to officially

MRS

Dozens Feared Dead in Stampede at Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj

injured. “There were multiple
stampedes. 1 saw the bodies
with my own eyes,” the officer
said.

In response to the incident,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath assured the
public that the situation had
been brought under control
and urged citizens to follow
safety instructions. “Maha
Kumbh-2025, dear devotees,
please cooperate with the ad-
ministration and avoid head-

Rahuls journey from a mod-
est background to the na-
tional level is a testament to
his dedication and the world-
class training provided by the
academy.

A Class 11 student at SMG
+2 High School Bijulia, Ra-
hul hails from a family of
four, where financial chal-
lenges have never hindered
his passion for archery. Since
joining the academy in June
2022, he has demonstrated
exceptional skills under ex-
pert coaching.

His impressive performance
at the Jharkhand Junior Na-
tional Archery Team Selec-

tion Trials in Jamshedpur,
where he scored 665 points
among 60 top archers, se-
cured his place as one of the
state’s best. His achievement
has brought pride to his
community and highlighted
the academy’s role in shaping
young athletes.

As Rahul prepares for the
championship, he carries the
hopes of his family, academy,
and community. His story
serves as an inspiration to as-
piring athletes, demonstrat-
ing the power of sports in
driving personal and societal
growth.

Kunal Daripa, Head of CSR

at ESL Steel Limited, praised
Rahuls dedication, saying,
“We are extremely proud of
his achievements and are
confident that he will con-
tinue to make Jharkhand
proud” He also reaffirmed
the company’s commitment
to nurturing young talent
through the Vedanta ESL Ar-
chery Academy.

The academy continues to be
a center of excellence, with
seven out of eight Bokaro
participants in the selection
trials being trained at Vedan-
ta ESL Archery Academy; re-
flecting its key role in devel-
oping future champions.

confirm the death toll, multiple
reports indicate that at least 10
fatalities have been recorded in
what has been described as one
of the worst crushes during the
festival.

The chaos unfolded at the
Sangam, where thousands
had gathered to take the holy
dip on Mauni Amavasya (new
moon), a key day in the Maha
Kumbh. Officials confirmed
that a “stampede-like” situation
erupted when a barrier broke,
leading to a rush of people.
“Some have been injured and
hospitalized after the barrier
at the Sangam broke. We are
still trying to confirm the total

number of casualties,
ficial said.
Mauni Amavasya is tradition-
ally the busiest day of the Maha
Kumbh, drawing an estimated
100 million pilgrims to the
sacred rivers. Eyewitnesses
described scenes of panic as
devotees, eager to perform the
amrit snan (holy dip), became
trapped in the surge, many fall-
ing to the ground. In the ensu-
ing chaos, people abandoned
their belongings in a desperate
bid to escape the stampede.
The event, which attracts mil-
@

an of-

lions of attendees, including
high-profile global figures and
Indian leaders, quickly turned
into a chaotic scene. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ex-
pressed his condolences via
social media, confirming the
deaths and offering his support
to the victims. “The accident
that occurred at the Prayagraj
Maha Kumbh is extremely sad.
My deepest condolences to the
families of the victims, and I
wish for the speedy recovery
of all the injured,” Modi wrote,
adding that he had been in

continuous contact with state

authorities.

The injured were initially
treated at temporary medical
facilities set up for the event
before being transferred to
local hospitals.  Authorities
worked quickly to assist those
separated from their families in
the confusion, with disturbing
scenes unfolding at the missing
persons booth.

A paramilitary officer at the
scene, speaking to The Guard-
ian, estimated the death toll at
around 50, with at least 200

ing to the Sangam Nose,” he
posted on X, calling for calm
and order.

The Akharas, groups of ascetic
sadhus, had initially decided to
forgo their scheduled holy dip
on Wednesday due to safety
concerns. However, after the
situation stabilized, they re-
versed their decision and par-
ticipated in the ritual.

The Kumbh Mela, held every
12 years, is one of the largest re-
ligious gatherings in the world.
This years Maha Kumbh is
especially significant as it coin-
cides with the rare 12th Kumbh
Mela, an event that occurs only
once every 144 years.
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EC gives Kejriwal time until 8 pm on Wednesday to
provide evidence for 'poisoning’ Yamuna water claim

BJP demands action
against AAP chief
over "dangerous”
statement ahead of
Delhi polls

NEW DELHI. A heated political battle erupted
Tuesday over Arvind Kejriwal's claim of the
Haryana government "poisoning" the Yamuna
water, with the BJP saying he cannot be forgiven
for his "dangerous statement", while the AAP
chiefasserted he won't let the people of Delhi die
due to the dirty, poisonous water.The AAP and
the BJP also moved the Election Commission,
with the saffron party seeking to bar Kejriwal
from campaigning. The poll panel sought factual
evidence from the AAP chief to substantiate his
claims.Meanwhile, Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena wrote to Chief Minister Atishi, saying
her party chief's remarks are highly
objectionable and amount to endangering
national security.

Atishi and her Punjab counterpart Bhagwant
Mann met the Election Commission officials,
alleging the BJP-led Haryana government is

deliberately releasing alarming levels of
ammonia into the Yamuna river, endangering
Delhi's water supply.

Saxena asked the Delhi chief minister to rise above

"narrow interests" and refrain from making
"misleading, dangerous, and baseless
statements" for the sake of public welfare and
peace.Later, a BJP delegation, led by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and
Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini, also
approached the EC seeking its direction to bar
Kejriwal from campaigning for the February 5
Delhi Assembly polls for his "dangerous
statement" with implications for India's federal
structure.

The delegation requested the EC to ask Kejriwal to

retract his charge and apologise for creating
"panic" among people.

They also demanded legal action against
him.Following the meetings, the EC sought
factual evidence from Kejriwal to substantiate
his allegation, and reminded him of legal
provisions that can lead to up to three years'
imprisonment for "mischievous" statements
against national integration and public
harmony.

In a letter to Kejriwal, the Election Commission
(EC) sought by 8 pm on Wednesday the nature
and extent of the chemicals used for
"poisoning" the Yamuna which could have
killed people in large numbers, as claimed by
the AAP chief.

The EC also asked Kejriwal to share details of his

claim that engineers of Delhi Jal Board had
actually detected and prevented it on
time.Kejriwal alleged on Monday that the BJP-
ruled Haryana is supplying "poison-mixed"
water to Delhi with the intention of killing
people so that it could blame the AAP during the
election.Addressing a public meeting in the
Kalakaji constituency on Tuesday, senior BJP
leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
dared Kejriwal to make public the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) report which he cited to level the
charge.Noting that the AAP chief had also
claimed that he saved the people of Delhi by
stopping the "poisonous" Yamuna water from
entering Delhi, Shah asked him to show the
official order issued in this regard.

Parliament panel adopts draft Wagf bill, members asked to submit dissent till 4 pm

NEW DELHI. The Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) chairperson Jagdambika Pal

Sawant said that all opposition members would
submit dissent notes.

said on Wednesday that the panel adopted Waqf Jagdambika Pal is expected to submit the revised
(Amendment) Bill draft report and the amended  bill to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Thursday

version of the proposed law with a
majority vote. Pal said that 16
members voted in favour, while 11
opposed it.The Parliament panel
members have been given time till 4
pm today to submit their dissent.

So far, Trinamool Congress MPs
Kalyan Banerjee and Nadimul Haque,
along with DMK MP A Raja, AAP
leader Sanjay Singh, and Shiv Sena |
(UBT) MP Arvind Sawant, have
formally submitted their
dissent.Opposition members
criticised the process, alleging they
were given little time to review the
final report. Calling the exercise

'Congress Was Offered...":

(January 30).
“undemocratic”, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Arvind The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2024, was referred ~ members from two to three members.

to the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) on

August 8, 2024, following its introduction in the

Lok Sabha by Union Minority Affairs Minister

Kiren Rijiju.

The Bill aims to amend the Waqf Act, 1995,
to address issues and challenges in
regulating and managing Waqf properties.

The Parliament panel on Monday (January
27) adopted all amendments proposed by
members of the ruling BJP-led NDA and
rejected every change suggested by
opposition members in a clause-by-clause
discussion.One of the approved
amendments is to increase the number of
non-Muslim members of the panel. Now,
two of the panel members can be non-
Muslims.Some amendments also include
allowing state government officials, along
with district magistrates, to be appointed

for certain roles and increasing Wagqf tribunals

Mamata Banerjee

In Book On Why BJP Won 2024 Polls

Kolkata. In her new book, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has squarely
blamed Congress for the BJP's return to power
at the Centre for the third consecutive term in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

A total of three new books penned by the Chief
Minister were released on the first day of the
Kolkata International Book Fair on Tuesday
afternoon and one of the three books titled
'Banglar Nirbachon o Amra (Bengal elections
and us)', she has made an analysis of the results
of the 2024 general elections.As per her
observations in the book, despite wholehearted
attempts by the Trinamool Congress, the
opposition INDIA bloc was unable to gain
electoral success because of the failure on the
partof Congress.

“We earnestly wanted a strong opposition bloc
against BJP at the national level combining all
anti-BJP forces. Since the beginning, we had

insisted on a common minimum programme and
common manifesto. The name of the opposition
bloc too was my proposal. Congress was offered
the chair of the leader of the national bloc. But
despite that, there was neither a common

minimum programme nor any common
manifesto. The bloc constituents contested
between themselves. This helped BJP to regain
power even without gaining a majority,” Chief
Minister wrote in her book.

She has also claimed in the book that the number
of seats that Congress had won in the last Lok
Sabha elections was because of the backing of
the other allies in the INDIA bloc.

On the West Bengal-specific election aspect, the
Chief Minister had claimed that although in the
state Congress had a seat-sharing arrangement
with CPI(M)-led Left Front, in reality, it was a
bigger anti-Trinamool Congress arrangement
with clandestine understanding with BJP.

According to her, the Trinamool Congress'

electoral success in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
was because of the spontaneous public support
inspired by the different developmental
activities undertaken by her government.
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Uniform Civil Code cannot be implemented
across India: DK Shivakumar

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar dismissed the possibility
of a Uniform Civil Code, stating that India's diversity makes it impossible.
He also questioned how Haryana plans to implement UCC at the state level.

—

Tiruchirappalli. Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar has
dismissed the possibility of implementing a Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) across India, stating that the country’s diversity makes such a
move unfeasible.Speaking to the media in Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu,
on Sunday, Shivakumar emphasised India’s pluralistic nature. “Our
country is a country of unity in diversity. A uniform civil code cannot be
implemented,” he asserted.

When questioned about the Haryana BJP government’s move to
implement the UCC, Shivakumar expressed scepticism over its
feasibility. “Every citizen has his own personal life. If it cannot be
implemented in the entire country, how can it be implemented in one
state?” he said.

The remarks come amid
ongoing debates over
the implementation of
the UCC, which aims to
replace personal laws
based on religion with a }w w
common set of laws ¢ ’ i
governing marriage, _ l - s l
divorce, inheritance, — I
and other civil
matters.Meanwhile, Uttarakhand has become the first state to
implement the UCC in India, a move that poses some political debates
and sheds national attention as well.

Whatis the UCC?

The UCC refers to a singular legislative proposal under a common code,
where all religious communities would be subject to the same laws
governing marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, and maintenance.
Though India has a singular “criminal code” applicable to all its
citizens, it does not have a singular set of civil laws.Following a lot of
discussion, it was decided that tribes will not be included in the UCC
provisions, and there is a total prohibition on customs such as halala,
iddat, and talaq (which pertain to marriage and divorce within the
Muslim Personal Law).

Canada report accuses India of election
meddling, Centre rejects 'insinuations’

NEW DELHI. India has rejected a report by the Canadian
Commission accusing the government of interfering in Canada's
elections and blamed Ottawa for meddling in New Delhi's internal
affairs. In a strong rebuttal to the foreign interference commission
report, which comes amid a strain in ties, the Ministry of External
Affairs attempted to turn the tables by accusing Canada of creating
an environment for "illegal migration" and "organised criminal
activities"."It is in fact Canada which has been consistently
interfering in India's internal affairs. This has also created an
environment for illegal migration and organised criminal activities.
We reject the report's insinuations on India and expect that the
support system enabling illegal migration will not be further
countenanced," the MEA statement said.The inquiry, led by
Commissioner Marie-Josée
Hogue, alleged that the
government might have
attempted to use "proxy
agents to clandestinely
provide financial support to
preferred candidates during
the 2021 election". It also
labelled India as the second °
most active country
engaging in electoral interference in Canada.

The report further said that India also uses disinformation as a key
form of foreign interference in Canada. The report also mentions
"challenges" in relations between the nations over India's perceived
national security concerns about Khalistani separatism.

However, the inquiry found that there was no evidence of
parliamentarians in Canada plotting with foreign governments to
interfere with the country's elections.

The report has become the latest flashpoint between India and Canada
since Prime Minister Justin Trudeau claimed in 2023 that Indian
agents were allegedly involved in the killing of Khalistani terrorist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The issue flared up dramatically last year after
the Canadian government claimed that Indian diplomats were
"persons of interest" in the Nijjar murder investigation. India
responded by withdrawing these diplomats, and also expelled six
Canadian diplomats from the country.
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Amit Shah hits campaign trail, Says cl’ry to be free of ‘AAPda’ soon

>At a rally

Govindpuri,

Amit Shah

dismissed

Kejriwal’s

allegation

about
poisoning

as a “lie”

NEW DELHI. Union Home Minister and BJP
leader Amit Shah hit the campaign trail for the
Delhi assembly election on Tuesday,
rubbishing the allegation of AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal of Haryana poisoning Yamuna waters
and daring him to show proof he claimed to
have.At a rally in Govindpuri, he dismissed
Kejriwal’s allegation about poisoning as a
“lie”.

He said, “On Monday, I returned after taking a
holy dip at the Kumbh, and Arvind Kejriwal
claimed that the Haryana government had
poisoned the Yamuna. However, when we
investigated, the Jal Board said nothing of that
sort happened. This shows that Kejriwal has
resorted to lying.” The home minister dared
him to come out with evidence of his claim.

“Kejriwal says he has a report. If so, make that
report public, and we will address it. He
alleged that Haryana poisoned the water. What
is the name of that poison? Reveal its name and
provide proof. He claimed to have stopped the
polluted water, saving Delhi’s residents. Then

show the order you issued to block that water.”
The home minister told the gathering that the
people of Delhi get an opportunity on voting
day on February 5 to free themselves from the
disaster called Arvind Kejriwal.

“As soon as people vote for the lotus symbol,
Delhi will be free from the ‘Aap-da’,” Shah
declared. Shah participated in two road shows

and addressed a massive public meeting in the
Kasturba Nagar, Kalkaji, and Badarpur
assembly constituencies. His day began with a
road show in Amar Colony of the Kasturba
Nagar constituency, covering Vikram Vihar,
Amar Colony and Dayanand Colony. The
response of the people shows the BIP is
heading for a big victory, Shah said. The

second road show in the evening passed
through Meethapur and adjoining areas in the
Badarpur constituency.

The home minister rounded off the campaign by
addressing a rally in Govindpuri in the
prestigious Kalkaji constituency where BJP
candidate Ramesh Bidhuri is pitted against
Chief Minister and AAP candidate Atishi.

AAP new incarnation of Waqf Board: Yogi
Adityanath

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday criticized the ruling AAP, calling it the
“new incarnation” of the Waqf Board, which
he claims supports the Waqf mafia.

He emphasized that the BJP had pledged to take
action against the Waqf mafia. The CM stated
that government land should be utilized for the
housing, schools, hospitals, and welfare of the
poor. He affirmed that the practice of treating
Wagqf property as private land would come to
an end. Adityanath claimed that both the AAP
and Congress are upset about the restrictions
being placed onillegal land mafias.
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Universe: Making the
right choice

ALL religions of the world lay stress on charity and
helping the needy. Some advocate that a person
should donate 1/10th of his earnings. Guru
Nanak’s emphasis on feeding the hungry led to the
institution of langar in the Sikh tradition. Today,
lakhs of people are served langar in gurdwaras.
Every person, whether rich or poor, has to sit on the
ground in a straight line called ‘pangat’ and
partake of the food being served with all humility.
When we talk of humility, it is applicable to the
giver also. There should be no thought of ego in the
attitude of the giver as well.In Jainism, the
emphasis is on ‘karmas’ or deeds. Karmas are also
called the ‘karmic account’ of a man during his
lifetime. These include both good as well as bad
deeds.The nine ‘punyas’ are ann’ (food), ‘paan’
(water), ‘layan’ (land), ‘shayan’ (sleep), ‘vastra’
(clothes), ‘man’ (mind), ‘vachan’ (speech), ‘kaya’
(body), and, finally, ‘namaskar’ (to bow with
humility). The nine ‘punyas’ hold a significant
place in Jain religion.l. ‘Ann’ (food): Only a
hungry man knows the importance of food. And
after eating, he blesses one from the core of his
heart. It is rightly said, “Bhukhe pait bhajan na
hoye Gopala”, which means a person cannot even
take God’s name if he is hungry.2. ‘Paan’ (water):
Water is all-important for a thirsty man. After
quenching his thirst, he would remember God and
thank Him.3. ‘Layan’ (land): If a person donates
land for building a religious place or a hospital, he
becomes great in the eyes of God.

4. ‘Shayan’ (sleep): A tired man feels indebted to the
person who provides all such things that are
essential for a night’s rest. These include material
to sleep, like a cot, bedsheet, pillow, blanket, etc.

5. “Vastra’ (clothes): Donate clothes to a person who
is trembling in the cold. After wearing the warm
clothes, he will express his gratitude to the giver
and offer his blessings.6. ‘Mann’ (a noble-thinking
mind): A man with noble thinking heightens his
position in everybody’s eyes.

7. ‘Vachan’ (speaking kind words and encouraging

Eat, drink, be body-shamed

Can we please stop being competitive all the time and accept our own body as unique

So now the Lancet guys tell us that body mass index

(BMI), a standard formula for measuring obesity, is
not quite right. The updated version includes
analysing the body composition of a person and
deciding how much of weight is good (muscle-
related) and how much (fat-related) is excludable.
Gauging obesity or malnourishment through
calculation of the BMI should, at best, be the first
step, to be followed by a deeper analysis of the
proportion of muscle mass and fat within the
person’s body.Leafing through the newspapers, my
mother once pointed out a supreme but somewhat
under-reported irony. All the major dailies, she
pointed out, were given to devoting a sizeable
portion of their features section to wonderfully
lavish cuisine and teaching how to score global
foodie points by trying out all sorts of exotic food
and cooking practices. But this was followed
by an equally sizeable bunch of pages that
warned readers sternly against gluttony, and
underscored how important it is to keep an
ideal weight by following veganism,
intermittent fasting and/or diets like Keto, or
whatever. And then punishing the body with
expensive workouts. The regrettable
indulgence in tasty food may result, we are
warned, in diabetes, congested arteries,
osteoarthritis, colon cancer and god knows
what else. So, poor readers gulp their saliva
back and feel miserable whenever
uncontrollable desires for hearty meals cross
the mind, mother said.Obviously, the media
or the publishers of bestsellers on special
recipes, history of royal repasts and lavish
temple bhogs do not see the contradiction. A
mixture of information overload, lack of time
and a deep atavistic fear of losing that lovely,
dimpled flesh has ensured that what older
folk considered good hearty food becomes the new
no-no.Books on food have continued registering a
high even when sales of fiction and non-fiction are
reportedly dropping. So, food is probably now like
pornography for a schizophrenic society where the
rich first overindulge, and then, like Roman nobility,
throw up. Books on really good food are mostly
savoured in privacy, but are no longer discussed in
civilised company where socialites with hourglass
figures body-shame their matronly counterparts
routinely.And this has also turned dieticians’ clinics
into confessionals. “Is it not enough to have halved

someone): Kind words spoken with the right
intention will boost the morale of a person who has
come to the conclusion that all the ways for his
well-being have been closed.8. ‘Kaya’ (body):
Offer to comfort someone through noble efforts.
For example, help an elderly person cross a busy
road by holding his or her hand.
. ‘Namaskar’ (humility): Bow before everyone
with humility and forgiveness.
Likewise, there are seven bad deeds. These are ‘jua’
(gambling), which pushes one into the quagmire of
economic loss; ‘mansahar’or eating meat; ‘sharab’

THE Supreme Court’s ruling on improper loan
sanctions by banks underscores a crucial flaw in
India’s banking practices — the lack of robust
title verification for mortgaged properties. This
oversight jeopardises public funds, risks
fraudulent transactions and compromises
financial stability. Highlighting a specific case,
the SC pointed out that loans sanctioned on
properties with unresolved title disputes could
have been avoided with rigorous title searches.
Currently, banks rely on empanelled lawyers for
these reports, but the absence of standardised
guidelines has resulted in inconsistencies and

or drinking wine; ‘vaishagaman’ or desire for a
prostitute; ‘shikaar’or the hunting of innocent
animals; ‘chori’, stealing or taking away things
without permission; and ‘par-istrigaman’, the
desire for a woman other than your wife.

The choice ultimately is that of an individual, but the
path shown is clear. That is as true for Jainism as
for any other religion.

errors. The judgment has rightly directed the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to collaborate with
stakeholders to establish a uniform mechanism
for title clearance reports.

The SC’s proactive stance emphasises three
significant aspects. First, it recommends criminal liability
for bank officials who approve loans based on defective

my consumption of red meat, forgone desserts,
walking up and down staircases and to the colony
grocery?” you ask, humbly.“No, it’s just scratching
the surface,” the stern-looking anorexic dietician
with a lantern jaw will tell you. If you actually dream
of having those Malaika bottoms or Shah Rukh abs,
your lifestyle has to be dramatically different from
what it is today. And this is non-negotiable. That will
beRs 1,500, thank you.

Does a perfect health card mean an entire rebuilding of

the good life or can we, who have crossed over to the
other side of 60, continue in our bad ways? Must we
be varying our love for comfortable couches, nice
cars and fancy restaurant-hopping holidays with 40-
minute punishment sessions in expensive gyms,
with snooty coaches who look down their noses atall
that celluloid and spare tyres?Fifty years ago, after

crossing 50, parents of grown-up kids might not

have been demolished by terms like the “ravages of

time” applied to somewhat flabby midriffs and
sagging jaw lines. Expectations then were low, but in
the age of Botox, Ozempic and liposuction, it is
getting harder to accept ageing as inevitable with
good grace and a resigned shrug.Too bad, for the
grandchildren at least, who no longer get to nuzzle
close to cheerfully plump grannies for a basic
comforting human experience many of us recall with
love and warmth. Can a lean, mean granny, who

offers you granola bars and carrot sticks instead of

Loans and liabilities

SC tells banks to fix property title checks

title reports, ensuring accountability within the sector.
Second, the RBI must standardise the fees and quality
benchmarks for title reports, discouraging cost-cutting

Restoring the co-existence between bears and humans

The Asiatic black bear or reechh, or more endearingly bhaaly, is not only omnivorous but even omnipresent. They have
shared the landscape and existed olongS|de humans, every now clnd then dellgh’rlng themselves on apples and other fruits.

Restoring the co-existence between bears and humans

The Asiatic black bear or reechh, or more endearingly
bhaalu, is not only omnivorous but even
omnipresent. They have shared the landscape and
existed alongside humans, every now and then
delighting themselves on apples and other fruits.

article_Authorlt was otherwise a usual October day at
work, but for the frantic plea: “Shoot it.” The call was
received from the Shahdhar panchayat that abuts the
famous Bhimakali temple in Sarahan. The cattle
attacks had reached more than a dozen and the
otherwise calm folks of the temperate mountains
were losing their patience. Three humans, too, had
been reportedly attacked! “Ye adamkhor hai. Isse
shoot kijiye.” Humans and bears seemed to be vying
for each other’s doom.The concern, pain and fright of
the caller were all too relatable, but the call of duty
was different. As Wildlife Warden of the Rampur
Forest Division, one’s mandate was clear — to
protect the species given the highest protection under
the law of the land. For their own safety, the bears had
to be prevented from attacking humans! One more
attack and the calls for their elimination could
become impossible to resist. The Asiatic black bear or
reechh, or more endearingly bhaalu, is not only
omnivorous but even omnipresent. They have shared
the landscape and existed alongside humans, every
now and then delighting themselves on apples and
other fruits. The elders at Shahdhar narrated that they
had known bears to exist in their proximity for as
many as 40 years, but never had such a spree of
attacks on cattle happened.For now, the balance of
co-existence had tipped. Smart camera trap imaging
by the Rapid Rescue Team of the Rampur Forest

Division threw a 11kely explanation. It
was a mother bear nursing two sub-adults.
And it was October. Put together, the
answer was clear: a mother was feeding
and storing fat before the family’s
hibernation in winter. And it had just
found an easy source — the cattle tied
inside cowsheds having flimsy wooden
doors that could be just pushed open any
night when they felt hungry. Field
investigations also brought to light that
the three human attacks were either a
result of surprise encounters, or when
petrified cattle owners had tried to drive
the bear(s) away and thrown stones in
their direction. But never had the bears
come after humans, in the way humans
seemed to be now going after them.Even
while the situation in Shahdhar was being
managed, calls arose from other places —
from Bahali to Kamalahu of attacks on
cattle by the bears. Field investigations in
Kamalahu revealed that the attacks had largely
happened on cattle-sheds built on the fringes of a
thick Ban forest, begging the question — who had
entered whose territory, after all?The story of conflict
management that unfolded in Shahdhar showed the
grit, skill and commitment to duty of the frontline
forest field staff. These unsung heroes did their
routine duties in the day and then patrolled the
conflict hotspot — an area of around 10 sq km — at
night. Armed with mashaals and shock sticks, they
kept up the vigil to keep humans and bears safe from
each other. When even after repeated guidance, some

of the increasingly government-reliant citizens of

Shahdhar would forget to burn red chilli in the cow
dung outside their cattle sheds (a traditional way to
keep bears away and found to be successful), these
sentinels of the night would themselves carry out that
ritual outside their cattle sheds. Where the danger
was higher, an ANIDER (Animal Intrusion Detection
and Repellent System) or two was deployed — a first
in Rampur.

Going from door to door, and messaging daily on
WhatsApp groups, they ensured everyone was
informed and no one surprised the bears with chance
encounters. Diwali came early and ended late for the

homemade pinnis or gajar ka halwa oozing butter
and sugar, and cooks brown rice with poached
organic veggies, denies you fruit juice from cartons
for fresh home-squeezed lauki/carrot juice instead
match the ones who cooked you hearty biryanis in
pure desi ghee and added a dollop of home-churned
butter to your paranthas?

Nobody asked grannies then to cook what they did, but
they soothed away all those nasty breakdowns in the
making, hovering around their well-laden tables like
battle axes and standing between leisurely meals and
the clock summoning you for those unwelcome
music lessons, homework and/or a demanding
parent.True, there are social norms today that treat
women who have stalled the natural ageing
processes like honorary male warriors. But that is
according too much honour to war. Perhaps we, the

midnight’s female children, will be at ease

with ageing only if we stop obsessing over
the near-impossible goals of what we should
look like, and appreciate our non-flat
stomachs with stretch marks and our
dimpled thighs as byproducts of unique life-
giving and nurturing experiences that we
share with all women.Of course, changing
media images would help. But that is not
enough. What we need is more of old-style
natural togetherness, especially among
women who are working outside homes. We
need places within workplaces where
women of all ages can unwind and swap
jokes and information like homemakers do
in traditional watering holes of their own.
Like most groups of the newly-empowered,
women’s faith in looking good by others’
standards is yet to be shaken. And we have
not quite absorbed facts such as the rising
incidence of brittle bones, anorexia and
heart ailments related to fad diets and increased
smoking and alcohol intake among women.Then,
there is the economy-size guilt trip when we feel
exhausted at the end of a long working day. Perhaps,
our mothers and grandmothers did not give us
healthy eating habits. Look at Madonna, the
magazines say. Well, good for her, but can we please
stop being competitive all the time and accept our
own body as unique. We’ll perhaps at that point
discover that there is actually much more to real
fitness than measuring tapes and weighing scales.
And even the Lancet magazine accepts that now.

measures that compromise accuracy. Lastly,
banks are urged to prioritise diligence, preventing
fraud and safeguarding public interest.

The directive also acknowledges practical
challenges, such as the status of older or under-
construction properties that often lack
certificates. These grey areas necessitate legal
clarity to balance regulatory compliance with
operational feasibility. As loans against property
represent a significant portion of banking
portfolios, especially for small and medium
enterprises, the sector must act swiftly. The RBI’s
adherence to the SC guidance is essential not only
to restore public trust but also to fortify the
financial system against vulnerabilities. In
implementing these reforms, India’s banking
sector has an opportunity to set a precedent for
due diligence and accountability in property-

backed lending. The message is clear: public funds cannot

be collateral damage in the race for profit.

,_-' citizens of Shahdhar as the field staff
- kept bursting crackers through the night.
", In a first for Himachal Pradesh in recent

N history, the field staff, guided remotely

L & by experts from the Wildlife Institute of
: India, Zoological Survey of India and
L . , Jammu and Kashmir Forest Department,

made the first capture of a free roaming
bear. It was one of the sub-adults. The
team stayed up all night to ensure it was
safe, also protecting themselves from its
separated, ferocious mother — arguably
one of the most dangerous animals in
Y such a situation. And when the sub-adult
. would not be allowed to be released by

g the people back in their vicinity (and
understandably so), they still ensured its

% best chance at survival — walking the
¥ tightrope between what is right and what

“  is expected!A beautiful tale of self-
reliance came to the fore from
Kamalahu. The residents took it upon

themselves to undertake night vigils, and no further
incidents were reported!

In Shahdhar, three bear captures (and releases) have
been carried out, alleviating people’s fears and
bringing safety to the bears. Meanwhile, as winter set
in, it was time for the bear family to finally hibernate.
The time gained shall hopefully be utilised to
strengthen the cattle sheds.

FullscreenMonths of effort seems to have tilted the
balance back in favour of co-existence. But every
wildlife manager knows that the balance is extremely
precarious

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held respon51ble for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made resp0n31ble for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Alyssa Healy declares

herself fit for Women's

Ashes Day-Night Test:
Ready to go

New Delhi Skipper Alyssa Healy said that she
was “good to go” for the Women’s Ashes
Test against Heather Knight’s England at the
iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground. The 34-
year-old Healy played in the ODI leg of the
Ashes, but missed the three-match T20I
series due to an injury to her right foot.Healy,
who has played nine Tests since her debut in
2011, declared herself fit before the game,
but said that Australia haven’t finalised their
playing XI for the Day-Night Test. Due to a
stress reaction on her foot, Healy had to wear
amoon boot throughout the last week.

"I'm good to go. We'll make a final decision on
what the XI looks like over the next little
period ... but I feel like I'm ready to go, so
we'll wait and see what happens,” Healy said
in the pre-match press conference."The final
XI hasn't quite been decided upon just yet,
but I'm standing here in front of you without
a moon boot, saying I'm ready to go,” Healy
said.

‘Have done everything possible’
Healy has had her fair share of troubles with a
foot injury after she missed a few games in
the Women’s T20 World Cup where
Australia crashed out in the semi-final. She
also missed the WBBL due to a left knee
injury. Before the upcoming Test, Healy took
laps of the ground and also participated in
fielding drills."The medical staff have been
really supportive of (giving me) the
opportunity to even push to play in this Test
match. We've done everything we possibly
can to get myself'in a position to put my hand
up and say, 'I'm ready to go',” Healy added.

All-rounder Ash Gardner has also been cleared

to play after she did not play in the T20Is due

to a calf injury. Fast bowler Megan Schutt,
however, will miss out after national selector

Shawn Flegler confirmed earlier that

Australia would persist with the duo of Kim

Garth and Darcie Brown.

Suryakumar Yadav needs to
choose when to be

aggressive: Michael Vaughan

NEW DELHI. Former England cricketer
Michael Vaughan has advised India’s T201
skipper Suryakumar Yadav to adopt a more
measured approach at the crease before
shifting into aggressive mode. Vaughan
believes Suryakumar's tendency to attack
too early has backfired, contributing to his
struggles in the ongoing T201 series against
England, including India's 26-run defeat in
the third T201 in Rajkot on January 28.

With India now leading the five-match series
2-1, concerns over Suryakumar’s form
have intensified. The batter has failed to
make an impact so far, registering scores of
0, 12, and 14 in the first three matches. His
dismissals have largely been a result of
mistimed attacking strokes, either edging
the ball behind or mis-hitting it into the air.
Speaking to Cricbuzz, Vaughan

emphasised that while India prioritises
maximising their powerplay runs,
Suryakumar must structure his innings
better to fully contribute to the team."It's a
few times on the trot where he's been
getting out to quite soft dismissals. When

you say be aggressive all the time, it's
choosing the right ball to be aggressive to.
Clearly you can't hit every single ball to the
boundary and some of these players in this
era, they've got so much skill and talent that
they think they can. It's just not possible,"
Vuaghan said."For India to come back, and
I'm sure they will, they're not going to play
any worse, I can't imagine in a few days
time, but it will need maybe Sky
(Suryakumar Yadav) just saying, 'okay, I
justneed to about 15 balls to give myselfin,
get myself'in, look at the dimensions of the
ground'. He's got the game to just go and
explode into the boundary hitting mode
that wind that we know that he can," he
added.India’s batting unit has displayed
inconsistencies throughout the series, with
victories largely coming through
individual brilliance rather than collective
performance.
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Neymar returns to Brazilian club Santos after
termination of contract in Saudi Arabia

<Neymar won six titles

with his boyhood club
Santos, including a Copa

Libertadores trophy in
2011.

RIO DE JANEIRO. Neymar has agreed to

return to Santos nearly 12 years after he left
the Brazilian team, club president Marcelo
Teixeira said Tuesday.The Brazil striker
confirmed earlier that his contract with Saudi
Arabian club Al-Hilal had been terminated
by mutual consent. He had an injury-marred
spell at Al-Hilal, where he played only seven
matches and scored once.Neymar won six
titles with his boyhood club Santos,
including a Copa Libertadores trophy in
2011. Santos is a beachfront city outside Sao
Paulo."Itis the time (to come back), Neymar.
It is time for you to come back to your
people. To our home, to the club in our

hearts," Teixeira said in his social media
channels. "Welcome, our boy Ney! A boy of
Vila (Belmiro, Santos' stadium). Come back
to be happy again with the white and black
shirt. The Santos nation awaits you with
open arms."Neymar, once hailed as one of
the world's best players, spent much of his
time in Saudi Arabia on the sidelines due to
an ACL injury he picked playing for Brazil in
October 2023.Sao Paulo media reported that
the former Barcelona and Paris Saint-
Germain star is expected to return to Brazil
this week and reintroduce himself to Santos
fans within days.Neymar became the most
expensive player in soccer history when he
transferred from Barcelona to PSG for 222
million euros (then $262 million) in2017.

"(My father) must be taking bicycle kicks in

heaven after finding out that our boy is
coming back home," Nascimento said on
Instagram. Pelé died in December 2022.

A video published by Al-Hilal on Tuesday

evening shows Neymar giving a farewell
speech."Today I am very happy to be able to
go, return home. To my country," Neymar
told his former teammates, without
mentioning Santos. "It was a pleasure for me
to play for this club. It was a short time,
things were not as I expected. I could not

help you on the pitch as I wanted."Santos
was relegated to Brazil's secnd division in
2023 and was promoted again in the latest
season.Neymar's most recent match was
played in November. Al-Hilal coach Jorge
Jesus had repeatedly cast doubts about the
striker's form to play.Neymar left the Saudi
Arabian league after playing just seven
games in 17 months following his big-
money move to the oil-rich kingdom.Al-
Hilal said Monday it reached an agreement
with Neymar to terminate his contract by
mutual consent.Neymar's spokeswoman,
Day Franco, told The Associated Press the
player had no immediate
comment.However, Neymar responded with

lgnoring pacers, under- usmg Sundar:
Aakash Chopra questions India's selection

New Delhi Former India cricketer Aakash

Chopra has raised concerns over India's
team selection in their ongoing T20I series
against England, citing it as a key reason for
their defeat in the third T201 in Rajkot. After
winning the first two matches, India failed
to seal the series, allowing England to pull
one back with a win on January 28. Chopra
believes India has not fully utilised its
squad depth, which has contributed to the
inconsistent team performance.While
Abhishek Sharma and Tilak Varma guided
India to victories in the first two matches
with individual brilliance and Varun
Chakravarthy impressed with the ball,
India has lacked a well-rounded collective
effort. One of Chopra’s main concerns is
the underutilisation of Washington Sundar,
who has been in the playing XI for the last
two matches but has hardly been given the
ball.

saying you want four spinners. Let me
agree that you need four spinners, but are
you bowling 16 overs of spin? You don't do
that as well. You got Washington to bowl
only one over. You cannot play someone for

one over. It is bizarre," Chopra added.

Sundar was introduced into the lineup in the
second T20I in Chennai, replacing Nitish
Kumar Reddy, but bowled just one over for
nine runs. The trend continued in Rajkot,

where he was again restricted to a solitary
over, conceding 15 runs. Chopra questioned
why India would pick a bowling all-rounder
but not use him effectively in the

attack.Additionally, Chopra raised concerns

about India's reluctance to field a proper

combination of pacers despite having

Mohammed Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Hardik

Pandya, and Harshit Rana in the squad. He
suggested that India’s team selection has
not been balanced, leading to avoidable
weaknesses.

"I don't think we are selecting the right team.
Arshdeep Singh was playing earlier and
Hardik Pandya was there with him. Then
Mohammed Shami played and Hardik was
there with him too. It's not that this team
doesn't have any other fast bowlers, but
you don't want to play any fast bowler,"
Chopra added.Another selection decision
that raised eyebrows was Dhruv Jurel's
batting position. Chopra criticised the
move to send the wicketkeeper-batter as
low as No. 8 in the order, a concern that
was also echoed by former England
captain Kevin Pietersen after the Rajkot
defeat.With the series now at 2-1, India
must fine-tune its playing XI for the fourth

T20I in Mumbai on January 31 to ensure a

strong collective display rather than relying

solely on individual performances.

Varun Chakravarthy explains how Rajkot
pitch helped Englund defend 171

Varun Chakravarthy said
that the lack of dew in the second innings
ofthe Rajkot T20I helped England bowlers
dominate the Indian batters. On Tuesday,
January 28, Suryakumar Yadav’s India lost
the third T20I by 26 runs as the visitors
stayed alive in the series. After being asked
to bat first, England put up a healthy score
of 171 for the loss of nine wickets.Chasing
the challenging target, India finished at
145 for nine. Jamie Overton, Jofra Archer,
Mark Wood, Brydon Carse and Adil
Rashid did not let the Indian batters dictate
terms. Chakravarthy said that the pitch got
tougher to bat during India’s run-chase as it
got slower.“The pitch definitely got slower
in the second innings. We thought that
there might be dew which might set in. But
it didn’t set in and that definitely played in
their favour,” Chakravarthy said in the
post-match press conference.

Chakravarthy also heaped praise on Rashid

and hailed him as a ‘legend’ after the
English spinner finished with figures of 4-
0-15-1. “Adil Rashid is a legend and
knows how to bowl; he has that control

over his speed,” Chakravarthy said.From
the personal viewpoint, Chakravarthy
had a memorable day after he became
only the third Indian in Men’s T201s after
Kuldeep Yadav and Bhuvneshwar Kumar
to pick up multiple five-wicket hauls.
Chakravarthy finished with figures of 4-
0-24-5. Chakravarthy said that he would
keep focussing on being consistent.

“The work doesn’t stop because
consistency is constant work. Even if [
want to bowl a stock ball, I need to keep
working on it, need to get 9 out of 10
consistency, and that work is always
there. So, right now, my focus is on
consistency, and line and length,”
Chakravarthy added.

The fourth and penultimate T20I of the

series is scheduled to take place on Friday,
January 31 at the Maharashtra Cricket
Association (MCA) Stadium in Pune

a heart gif to a post of Kely Nascimento,
one of the daughters of three-time World
Cup winner Pelé, celebrating his return to
Santos."] gave everything to play and I
wish we enjoyed better times on the pitch
together," Neymar said in a message on
social media. "To Saudi, thank you for
giving me and my family a new home and
new experiences. | now know the real
Saudi and have friends for life."Despite
Neymar's injury, Al-Hilal still managed to
win last season's Saudi league. The
Brazilian's contract was due to expire after
this year's FIFA Club World Cup, which
will be played between June 15 and July 13
in the United States.The striker joined the
Saudi club from PSG in August 2023 for 90
million euros ($94 million). His salary was
reportedly one of the biggest in world soccer
as well.But Neymar picked up his ACL
injury playing for Brazil only months after
he joined Al-Hilal.Neymar returned in
October but said in different interviews
there were doubts over whether he would
stay for the rest of the season.Santos fans
have already been expecting Neymar's
return. Since last week, they have posted a
video of a man with the voice of legendary
three-time World Cup winner Pelé.

Travis Head stars with

blistering 40-ball 57 on

his return as an opener
vs Sri Lanka

Australia opener Travis Head was seen at his

aggressive best as he scored a blistering 40-
ball 57 on Day 1 of the first Test against Sri
Lanka on Wednesday, January 29 at Galle
International Stadium, Galle. Head was
promoted to open the innings after 22 months
as the team management dropped youngster
Sam Konstas from the Playing XI and handed
debut cap to Josh Inglis.Despite opening the
innings after a long gap, Head showed no
qualms whatsoever as he smashed a boundary
on the very second ball of his innings as Asitha
Fernando gave him a freebie on his pads.
Having got off the mark with a boundary,
Head quickly got into rhythm and hit two
more fours in the over, giving ominous signs
to the Sri Lankan bowlers.

The Australian opener was in no mood to stay

quiet at the crease and continued to take on
Fernando, whacking him for two boundaries
in his third over. The Sri Lankan seamer
managed to hit him on his pads on the last ball
of the over and went up for an appeal for lbw.
However, the umpire turned it due to the
possibility of ball pitching outside the leg
stump, since Fernando was bowling over the

wicket. AUS vs SL 1st Test Day 1 LiveHead
survives as Sri Lanka opts against DRS

The Sri Lanka captain Dhananjaya de Silva also

wasn’t too keen to go for DRS and decided
against it. Much to his dismay, the ball
tracking showed that the ball was pitching in
line and Head would’ve had to return to the
pavilion, had they opted for a review. As a
result, the southpaw continued his stay at the
crease as Sri Lankan bowlers had nowhere to
hide from his belligerent strokeplay.Head
showed no mercy to the bowlers, hitting both
spinners and seamers to all corners of the
ground and brought up his half century off just
35 balls. He was dismissed shortly after
completing his fifty while trying to smash
Jayasuriya down the ground but could only
find Dinesh Chandimal at long on.

Mohammed Shami will regain his rhythm after
of more games: Ambati Rayudu

a couple

Former India cricketer Ambati Rayudu
has backed fast bowler Mohammed
Shami to find his rhythm again in a
couple of matches after he looked far
from his best on his comeback in the
third T201 against England in Rajkot.

NEWDELHI. FormerIndia cricketer Ambati

Rayudu feels Mohammed Shami will take a
couple of more games to find his rhythm
back. Shami made his international
comeback after a long gap of 14 months in the
third T20I against England at Niranjan Shah
Stadium, Rajkot. The speedster last
represented the country in the ODI World
Cup 2023, where he finished as the highest
wicket taker with 24 wickets.

However, the star fast bowler looked far from

his best on his return as he was out of thythm
and remained wicket-less in his three overs,

giving away 25 runs. Analysing Shami’s
comeback, Rayudu said that it takes some
time for a player to gain confidence about his
body after returning from injury and hence
Shami wasn’t seen at his best.

IND vs ENG 3rd T201 Highlights
“I think his rhythm builds when he runs well

during his run-up and comes to the crease at

will pick up his rhythm after a couple of
games,” said Rayudu on Star Sports.Former
India spinner Piyush Chawla agreed with
Rayudu’s statements and said that one is
bound to have butterflies in his stomach
while making a comeback after along hiatus.

“When you make a comeback to international

cricket after so long, you have butterflies in
your stomach. No matter, how much you’ve
played in the past when you come back to the
team after a long gap of 436 days, there were
some nerves there. He didn’t look in his usual
rhythm, every player takes 1-2 matches. The
good thing is that he played a game and
bowled three overs and the way he ended his
spell. T feel the more he plays, the better he
will get,” said Chawla.

good speed. Today, I couldn’t see that much. Meanwhile, India lost the third T201 by 26 runs

Having confidence about your body is
extremely crucial for a player after injury.
Players who’ve gone through injury will tell
you that it takes time after returning. The
body remains in good shape but the
confidence in one’s body to put in the extra
efforts comes with time. Hence, I feel Shami

as they failed to chase down the target of 172.
The Men in Blue could only score 145/9 in 20
overs as England bowlers continued to keep a
stranglehold on their batting. As a result, they
emerged victorious in the game to stay alive
in the five-match series which India currently
leads by 2-1.
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Calls Chhaava Trailer ‘Blockbuster’,
Praises Vicky Kaushal And
Rashmika Mandanna's Look

riti Sanon is the latest celebrity to praise Vicky Kaushal starrer Chhaava trailer. Taking to

social media, Kriti shared her excitement, calling the trailer a “blockbuster" and lauding

the impressive looks of the lead pair. Earlier, Arjun Kapoor, Katrina Kaif, and Alia Bhatt
have also praised the trailer. The film is all set to release on February 14.Taking to her Instagram
stories, Kriti shared the trailer and wrote, “MASSIVE Mega Blockbuster Loading...
Goosebumps! @laxman.utekar sir!! Kya baat hai!! Killing it! #Dinoo #MaddockFilms
maddockfilms, laxman.utekar, rashmika mandanna, vickykaushal09 and 07 sonymusicindia
@vickykaushal09 looks like your best so far!!! outstanding!! @rashmika mandanna love the
marathi avatar! Royal, elegant and absolutely stunning! Goodluck to the entire team!" Rashmika
Mandanna reacted with a cute emoji.

Taking to his Instagram stories, Arjun
Kapoor shared the trailer and wrote, “It
promises a grand historical spectacle with
powerful storytelling and breathtaking
visuals... This one deserves to be
experienced on the big screen! Don’t
miss Chhaava in cinemas on 14th
February maddockfilms and arrahman
@vickykaushalO9
(@rashmika mandanna #Akshaye
Khanna Bashutosh ramnarayan
@divyadutta 25 @vineet ksofficial
(@dianapenty (@santoshjuvekarl2
#Dinesh Vijan @laxman.utekar."
Earlier, Alia Bhatt also praised the
trailer and wrote, ‘The trailer is
absolutely breathtaking.
Goosebumps all over. All the best

(red heart emoji)," while tagging Vicky Kaushal and Rashmika Mandanna. Earlier, Katrina

Kaif, Vicky’s wife, had also praised the trailer on her social media, expressing excitement with,

“Outstanding #DineshVijan. This is just (multiple fire emojis)," tagging filmmaker Laxman

Utekar, Vicky, Rashmika, and Akshaye. The trailer of Chhava sets the stage for an intense battle

of wills between the Marathas and the Mughals. As the Marathas strive to establish Swaraj, a

vision of freedom and safety for all, the Mughal empire stands firm, vowing to crush any

rebellion against its dominance. The dialogue crackles with tension, warning of the silent but
deadly hunt that awaits those who challenge the empire. Akshaye Khanna’s Aurangzeb then
goes on to say, “Purey khandaan ki laash par khadey hokar hum ne taaj pehna tha, use dobara usi
wagqt pehneinge jab uss Sambha ki cheekhein poore Hindustan mein gunjengi."Directed by

Laxman Utekar, known for his work in films like Mimi (2021) and Luka Chuppi (2019), Chhava

marks another collaboration between Utekar and Vicky Kaushal following their recent comedy-

romance hit Zara Hatke Zara Bachke (2023).Chhava is a historical drama that revolves around the
life of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the son of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. In the film, Vicky

Kaushal is set to portray the character of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the eldest son of the Maratha

empire’s founder. The film also stars Ashutosh Rana, and Divya Dutta in key roles.

shoot of her next film with Mahesh Babu. The
actress today took to her social handle and
shared glimpses of a temple visit ahead of the shoot.
The film SSMB29 has been grabbing headlines for
a long time. Priyanka was spotted visiting the
renowned Balaji temple.Taking to her
Instagram stories, Priyanka shared
glimpses of the visit. She has not
mentioned anything in the caption.
Last week also shared photos from the
temple visit and wrote, “With the
blessings of Shri Balaji, a new chapter
begins.
May we all find peace in our
hearts and prosperity and
abundance all around us.
God’s grace is infinite."
While she didn’t offer details
on what “new chapter"”
referred to, some speculated it
hinted at her rumored
collaboration with SS Rajamouli
and Mahesh Babu. In the post, |
Priyanka appeared effortlessly
graceful as she posed at the temple,
donning a gorgeous blue suit.
Mahesh Babu and SS Rajamouli’s
highly anticipated film SSMB29 is
officially underway. While the spotlight
has been on this exciting pairing of Mahesh Babu and
Priyanka Chopra, the film promises to bring together a
diverse array of talented artists from around the world.
However, the full list of cast and crew is yet to be revealed,
leaving fans eagerly awaiting more updates.

Priyanka Chopra is currently in India for the
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Begins Shoot For S8 Rajamouli's SSMB29
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SSMB29 is set to be produced in two parts, with the first
instalment expected to release in 2027 and the second instalment
by 2029.

Mahesh Babu will be playing the male lead. Malayalam actor
Prithviraj Sukumaran will be playing the antagonist in the film.
It is rumoured that Mahesh Babu’s character would be inspired

by Lord Hanuman. This film promises to feature stunning
visuals and engaging storytelling like never before.The official
pooja ceremony for this SSMB29 was held on January 2. The
ceremony was held strictly private, and no pictures or glimpses
from the same were released by the makers.
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During Coldplay Concert In Mumbai

Kartik Aaryan Waves At Fans

Qi

artik Aaryan was recently spotted attending
Coldplay’s concert in Mumbai. The videos

nd photos of him from the concert are going
viral. Amid this, a video surfaced online in which he
is seen waving at fans while he waits for the show to
begin. Kartik is seen chatting with his other team
members.The fan took to his Instagram handle and
shared the video in which he is seen asking his other
friends also to see Kartik. Suddenly the actor
noticed and came forward to wave at them. They
were seen screaming with excitement. Many fans
dropped heart and fire emojis in the comment
section. Kartik Aaryan and his sister, Dr. Kritika
Tiwari, joined thousands of Coldplay fans at the
band’s Music of the Spheres World Tour concert in
Navi Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium.

Taking to Instagram, Kartik posted a video capturing

the electric atmosphere of the concert and wrote,
“Sky Full Of Stars In My College Campus Pure
Magic (sic)." The post resonated with his fans, who
were thrilled to see the actor enjoying himself at the
venue where he once pursued his studies.

Just a few days before the concert, on January 11,

Kartik returned to DY Patil College for his
convocation ceremony, finally receiving his
engineering degree after over a decade. Reflecting
on his journey, he shared, “From sitting on the
backbench to standing on the stage for my
convocation — what a journey it’s been. DY Patil
University, you gave me memories, dreams, and
now, finally, my degree (only took over a decade!)."
He expressed gratitude to Vijay Patil, his teachers,
and students for the warm welcome he received.

On the professional front, Kartik was last seen in

Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3 in November 2024. He is
currently working on Anurag Basu’s upcoming
romantic drama alongside Triptii Dimri. Kartik is
also set to star in Tu Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu
Meri, a romantic comedy directed by Sameer
Vidwans and produced by Karan Johar’s Dharma
Productions and Namah Pictures, slated for release
in 2026. Reports suggest that Sharvari Wagh will
play the female lead.Kartik’s journey from being an
engineering student from Gwalior to becoming one
of Bollywood’s most bankable stars is inspiring.
Despite having no film connections, he pursued his
dream while sharing an apartment with 12
roommates in Mumbai, proving that hard work and
perseverance can lead to success.

Akshay Kumar DENIES Going To

Bed While Vivek Oberoi Had Dinner

At His Place: 'This Doesn’t Happen'
| e

kshay Kumar, who is currently promoting
his film Sky Force, was recently asked

about his ‘early to bed, early to rise’ routine
and how he manages to socialise. He was
specifically asked about an incident where he
supposedly went to bed at 9:30 pm while Vivek
Oberoi and Riteish Deshmukh were still having
dinner at his place.In an interview with , Akshay
explained that he is a “very good host" and always
sees his guests off to their cars. Refuting Vivek’s
claim, he said, “No, this doesn’t happen. I drop
people till their cars. I don’t leave them by
themselves." He then opened up on parties at his
house and said, “I am very good host. We usually
don’t have parties at home but when we host a
party, it’s usually an early dinner. People come
over, talk a bit, those who want to drink, they drink
and and then I see them off."

, Akshay explained that he is a “very good host" and

always sees his guests off to their cars. Refuting
Vivek’s claim, he said, “No, this doesn’t happen. I
drop people till their cars. I don’t leave them by
themselves." He then opened up on parties at his
house and said, “I am very good host. We usually
don’t have parties at home but when we host a
party, it’s usually an early dinner. People come
over, talk a bit, those who want to drink, they drink
and and then I see them off.

Earlier, in an interview with the same publication,

Vivek praised Akshay’s discipline, calling it
“commendable" as the actor sticks to his routine
without fail. He recalled a dinner at Akshay’s
house when, at 9:30 pm, Akshay went upstairs.
“Akshay is so disciplined that one evening, we
were having dinner at his place, and as soon as the
clock struck 9:30 pm, he went upstairs. We thought
he was just going to the washroom, but he never
returned. We kept waiting for him until 11 pm,
only for his wife, Twinkle Khanna, to come and
tell us, “You guys should leave now. He’s already
gone to sleep!” That’s how disciplined he is. Hats
offto him," he had said.

On the film front, Vivek has three movies lined up,

the first being is Masti 4. In an earlier chat with
Screen, Vivek had opened up on it. “I am having a
lot of fun cracking up between me, Riteish, Aftaab,
and Induji, Milap Zaveri is directing it," he had
said.



