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CUET PG 2025 Exams From March 13: Official website,
registration fees increased; other changes introduced

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) started the application
process for Common University
Entrance Test Postgraduate
(CUET PG 2024) on Thursday,
January 2. Along with the CUET
PG application form, the NTA
has also released this year’s
CUET PG information bulletin,
syllabus and exam pattern at
exams.nta.ac.in/CUET-PG/.
Several changes are also made to
the CUET PG 2025 exam. The
application form which was last
year earlier hosted on the
pgcuet.samarth.ac.in, is now
available at a new website —
exams.nta.ac.in/CUET-PG. The
application fee has also been
increased for all the categories of
candidates.

New changes

Applicants desiring to get
into a central university and other
CUET PG participating
universities for admission to PG
courses will have to go through
the changes introduced this year
before filling the application
form.

website

The CUET PG official
website is now
exams.nta.ac.in/CUET-PG. The
CUET PG official website has
uploaded  the  information
brochure, syllabus, answered to
frequently asked questions and
other details on eligibility,
number of subjects, participating
universities and colleges.

registration fee hiked

The NTA has increased the
registration fees for all categories
by Rs 200 compared to last year.
Candidates belonging to the
general category will have to pay
Rs 1,400 to register for CUET
PG 2025 and those under OBC-
NCL/Gen-EWS will have to pay
Rs 1,200. Candidates had to pay
Rs 600 for additional test papers
last year. However this year, for
each extra test paper they wish to
appear, the general category
candidates will have to pay Rs
700

Exam cities decreased in
India

The NTA has decreased the
number of exam city centres for
the CUET PG 2025 examination
from 300 in 2024 to 285 in India.

The total number of exam centre
cities across the globe is however
312. Candidates will be able to
select four cities of their choice
on the basis of their permanent
address or present address. Last
year, candidates were able to
select only two cities.

Duration of exam

Last year, the exam duration
was 105 minutes. However, now
the candidates will get only 90
minutes to answer 75 multiple
choice questions. A total of 157
subjects are being offered in
CUET PG. According to the
CUET PG dates, the application
form can be filled between
January 2 and February 1. The
exams are set to be held from
March 13 and 31.

NMC Releases Applications
For Inclusion Of New PG
Medical Qualification

The National Medical Commission
(NMC) has released a notification inviting
eligible medical colleges/institutes to submit
proposals for addition of new medical
qualifications etc. Stakeholders can visit the
official website of the NMC website for
detailed information. An official notification
by the NMC reads, "All medical colleges/
institutes are informed to submit proposals for
addition of new medical qualifications which
has not been included in the Annexure-1, II, III,
IV, V and VI of Post Graduate Medical
Education Regulations-2023 to this Board,
both through email at
pgmeb.recognition@mc.org.in and through
post. No medical college/ institute should run
any PG medical qualification (including
PDCC, PDF, etc.) without the approval of this
commission, failing which this commission
will be forced to take action as per provisions
of Section 9.1 and 9.2 of the Post Graduate
Medical Education Regulations - 2023 and
Section 8(1) and 8(2) of Maintenance of
Standards of Medical Education Regulations -
2023."

NMC lays down rules and regulations for
the inclusion of new medical qualifications in
institutions. As per the Regulation "Any
medical institution conferring an
undergraduate or postgraduate or super-
specialty medical qualification may apply to
the concerned Board, along with such
documents and information, for inclusion of
any new medical qualification, which is not
already included in the list." The notification
also mentions the mandatory requirements that
needs to be submitted along with the
application forms. As per the official notice,
the following annexure are to be attached with
this application:

a. Standard Assessment Form Part-A
[Institutional Information common for all PG
Specialities].

b. Standard Assessment Form Part- B of
the Parent: Specialty.

All  such applications should be
accompanied with requisite fee of Rs 2,50,000

Will implement recommendations of expert
panel on NEET-UG exam: Centre to SC

The Centre on Thursday told the
Supreme Court that it would be
implementing all the corrective measures
suggested by its seven-member expert
panel on exam reforms after reviewing the
National Testing Agency's functioning in
holding NEET-UG last year. The top court
on August 2, last year refused to annul the
controversy-ridden NEET-UG of 2024,
saying there was no sufficient material on
record at present to indicate a systemic leak
or malpractice compromising the integrity
of the examination. It had also expanded
the remit of the seven-member expert
panel, headed by former Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) chief K
Radhakrishnan, to review the functioning
of the National Testing Agency (NTA) and
recommend exam reforms to make the
NEET-UG (National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test Undergraduate), transparent
and free from malpractices. On Thursday,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, apprised a bench comprising
justices PS Narasimha and Manoj Misra
that the Centre-appointed committee has
filed its report and the government will be
implementing all the recommendations.
“We are going to implement all the
recommendations and it (matter) can be
listed after six months,” the law officer
said. “The matter is adjourned for three
months. List this special leave petition in
the month of April,” the bench said. The
entire report has not been placed on the
records as it also contained some details
regarding issues like printing of questions
etc. On October 21 last year, the top court
had extended the time granted to the

Centre-appointed seven-member expert
panel to file its report on exam reforms. The
NEET-UG is conducted by the NTA for
admission in undergraduate medical
programs. While expanding the scope of
the expert panel, the top court had flagged
multiple lapses on the part of NTA like the
security breach at an examination centre in
Jharkhand's Hazaribagh where the rear door
of the strongroom was opened and
unauthorised people were permitted to
access question papers, transportation of
question papers by e-rickshaws and
distribution of wrong set of question papers
among the candidates. Besides
Radhakrishnan, other members of the
expert committee are Randeep Guleria, B J
Rao, Ramamurthy K, Pankaj Bansal,
Aditya Mittal and Govind Jaiswal. The
bench said the remit of the committee, in
addition to the tasks that it has been
entrusted with by the Union government
and the NTA, shall encompass examination
security and administration, data security
and technological enhancements. Its
responsibilities will also include policy
and stakeholder engagement,
collaboration and international
cooperation, and recommendations for
providing mental health support to
students and training of NTA staff, it
said. Over 23 lakh students took up the
NEET-UG in 2024 for admissions to
MBBS, BDS, AYUSH and other related
courses. In November last year, the top
court dismissed a petition seeking review
of the August 2 verdict by which it had
refused to allow a fresh NEET-UG 2024
examination.
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School enrollment registers
unprecedented drop of 1 crore since
2018-19, officials cite data cleanup

For the first time in many years,
enrolment of students in schools, as per
a UDISE+ report, has declined by over a
crore in 2022-23 and 2023-24 compared
to an average of about 26 crore every
year over the previous four years, with
the drop being attributed by officials to
improved data collection methods that
eliminated duplicate entries.

UDISE is India’s most
comprehensive database on school
education, and serves as a crucial tool
for monitoring and evaluating the
quality of education from pre-primary to
higher secondary levels. This report is
prepared by the Education Ministry
based on data fed directly by the states
on parameters such as enrolment,
number of teachers, and number of
schools. The latest report shows that
school enrolment stayed above 26 crore
from 2018-19 to 2021-22, with slight
increases of a few lakh students each
year. While there was a small dip during
the Covid year of 2020-21, the numbers
remained above 26 crore throughout this
period. For the first time, enrolment
figures fell to 25.17 crore in 2022-23
and further declined to 24.8 crore in
2023-24. This represents a drop of about
1.55 crore students (nearly 6 per cent)
from the 2018-19 to 2021-22 period,
when enrolment averaged 26.36 crore.

Ministry officials acknowledged the
drop in enrolment but said it stemmed
from revised data collection methods
implemented in 2022-23. Under the new
system, schools must now provide
student-specific information rather than
just school-level numbers. This requires
detailed records for each student,
including their name, parent’s name,
address, and Aadhaar number, instead of
simply reporting total class numbers.
“This may have weeded out certain
numbers, like children who may have
been enrolled in both a government
school and a private one,” a senior
official said.

The latest UDISE+ report in fact
states that the new data collation method
would lead to “identification of
beneficiaries for benefit transfers of
Samagra  Shiksha scheme, PM
POSHAN Scheme, National
Scholarship scheme etc” and that this
“can bring significant savings to
government in future years.” But this
also means that the government data
was inflated by as much for many years.
According to government officials, the
Ministry of Education has asked states
with a significant drop in enrolment
figures to explain the drop. Among the
states, the largest fall in enrolment in
2023-24 compared to 2018-19 was in

Bihar, where it dipped by 35.65 lakh,
followed by Uttar Pradesh (28.26 lakh),
and Maharashtra (18.55 lakh). Most
states and UTs have recorded a fall in
enrolment in 2023-24 compared to
2018-19, except for Andhra Pradesh,

Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, and
Telangana.
A senior official in the UP

government said that “de-duplication”
had helped remove names that may have
been repeated. “Kids would get enrolled
in government schools for scholarships
or other benefits, and may also have
been enrolled in private schools,
resulting in multiple entries that have
now been removed. The data is now
Aadhaar-linked,” the official said.
However, officials in Maharashtra said
the use of Aadhaar may have also led to
some genuine students being left out of
the enrolment figures and that the final
tally may improve once these teething
issues are sorted out. “This happens
because of technical issues such as
mismatched data. For example, a
student’s name on Aadhaar and in
school-record does not match. Thus,
verification remains incomplete until
that is corrected on the Aadhaar card.
Initially, this was possible with a request
on the school’s letter-head, now this
change has to come from parents who
should have their own Aadhaar card.
This entire process is time-consuming,
thus delaying their inclusion in the total
enrolment,” said an official.

Compared to the 2018-19 to 2021-22
average, the 2023-24 enrolment data
shows a drop in both government (12.74
crore in 2023-24 compared to the four-
year average of 13.5 crore) and private
school (around 9 crore in 2023-24
compared to the four-year average of
9.34 crore) enrolment, but a larger drop
of around 5.59% in government schools
against a 3.67% drop in private ones.
Similarly, enrolment among both boys
and girls dropped, but marginally higher
for boys. A total of 12.87 crore boys
were enrolled in 2023-24, a drop of
around 6.04% compared to an average
of 13.7 crore from 2018-19 to 2021-22.
Around 11.93 crore girls were enrolled
in 2023-24, compared to the four-year
average of 12.66 crore. The drop in
2023-24 compared to the four-year
average has been seen in the primary
(Classes 1 to 5), upper primary (Classes
6 to 8), and secondary (Classes 9 and
10) levels. In contrast, the pre-primary
and higher secondary (Classes 11 and
12) levels have seen an increase in
enrolment in 2023-24, compared to the
2018-19 to 2021-22 average.
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'We Are Trying To Manstream Mental Health’, Says J.P. Nadda

Bengaluru: Union Health
and Family Welfare
Minister and BJP Presi-
dent, J.P. Nadd, said on
Friday that efforts are
being made to main-
stream mental health in
the country.He was de-
livering a speech during
the golden jubilee cel-
ebrations of the Na-
tional Institute of Men-
tal Health and Neuro-
sciences (NIMHANS)
in Bengaluru held in the
institution’s
auditorium.Union Min-
ister Nadda said, “I am
happy that NIMHANS
is providing mental
healthcare to lakhs of
people, and the footfalls
are increasing. About 21
lakh lab investigations
are conducted annually,

and people visit the fa-
cility from every corner
of the country. This
demonstrates the care
and quality services en-
sured at
NIMHANS.”He fur-
ther highlighted that
NIMHANS is ranked
among the top 200 hos-
pitals in the world.

“This is one of the first
institutes of national im-
portance to receive
NABH accreditation,
which speaks volumes
about the patient care
provided,” Nadda said
while praising the
hospital.Under the vi-
sionary leadership of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the
Union government initi-
ated the National Men-

tal Health Programme in
2022.“As part of this
initiative, we are refo-
cusing efforts to main-
stream mental health and
position the country as
a primary service pro-
viderin this field,” Union
Minister Nadda
added.““We understand
that along with infra-
structure, human re-
sources are also limited.
These limited resources
need to be developed,

and we must ensure that
India becomes a lead-
ing mental healthcare
provider. An important
step in this direction is
the introduction of Tele
Manas. Currently, there
are 53 centres across
India, and NIMHANS
has trained 2,000 coun-
sellors. Keeping India’s
diversity in mind, coun-
selling is offered in 20
different languages, en-
suring swift and effec-

tive communication,” he
said.“Annually, more
than 1,000 students are
trained for Tele Manas
at NIMHANS. I want
to assure the President
that NIMHANS will fol-
low her guidance in let-
ter and spirit as we move
forward,” he
added.““When we com-
plete 50 years, it’satime
for celebration but also
an opportunity to set a
new direction and intro-
spect. We must prepare
a vision for the next 25
years,” he said.“Thisis a
moment of celebration
and immense pride. Over
these 50 years,
NIMHANS has
evolved from a mental
hospital to an institute of
national importance.
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President Murmu Urges Doctors To Show
Sympathy, Compassion To Cancer Patients

New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu said
on Friday that sympathy
and compassion from
doctors can bring a
change to a cancer
patient’s life.She said this
while speaking at the in-
auguration of the KLE
Cancer Hospital at
Belagavi in Karnataka.*
It is the duty of
healthcare professionals
to provide comprehen-
sive care, which ad-
dresses the physical and
psychological needs of
the cancer patients,” the
President said.“Every
word of sympathy and
compassion that a doc-
tor utters has the power
to change the life of his

patient for better,” she
added.Notably, Presi-
dent Murmu also en-
couraged women to
share their problems re-
lated to health.She urged
family members and so-
ciety “to take the health
of women more seriously
and contribute pro-ac-
tively in taking care of
them and facilitating ap-
propriate timely treat-
ment for them”.She said
that often the health is-
sues of girls and women
are ignored in compari-
son to boys and
men.“Any such delay,
especially in the case of
cancer, could be criti-
cal,” she said.She also
called for a “patient-cen-

tric and equitable, along
with being world-class”
healthcare system for
cancer patients.Further,
the President called the
need to spread aware-
ness on the causes, di-
agnosis and treatment of
cancer, as many cases
occur either due to “ig-
norance of the patient
and family or due to fi-
nancial constraints”.
“This delays the diagno-
sis and treatment of dis-
eases, worsening the out-
comes,” she said.Sharing
global data on cancer, the
President said that in
2022, there were an esti-
mated 20 millionnew can-
cer cases and 9.7 million
deaths worldwide.

Elaborate Arangemens For PM Modr's Vit To Vizag On Jan

Amravati: The Andhra Pradesh
government has been making
elaborate arrangements for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Visakhapatnam on Janu-
ary 8, during which he will launch
various development
projects.Chief Secretary K.
Vijayanand on Friday reviewed
the arrangements for the Prime
Minister’s visit with the officials
of the concerned departments
through a video conference from
the State Secretariat on
Friday.The Prime Minister is
scheduled to lay the foundation
for the South Coast Railway
Zone in Visakhapatnam.PM
Modi will also virtually lay the
foundation for the NTPC Inte-
grated Green Hydrogen Hub in
Pudimadaka of Anakapalle dis-
trict. The NTPC will invest Rs
65,370 crore in this project un-
der three phases, according to
an official release by the state
government. The Prime Minister
will also virtually launch the
Krishnapatnam Industrial Hub.

This project, worth Rs 1,518
crore, will be set up on 2,500
acres in the first phase. The
project will provide employment
opportunities to about 50,000
people.Similarly, the foundation
of Bulk Drug Park, which will
be set up in Nakkapalli at a cost
of Rs 1,876.66 crore on an area
of 2,001.8 acres, will be laid vir-
tually. With an investment of Rs
11,542 crore in this park,
54,000 people will get employ-
ment opportunities. The Prime
Minister will reach the port city
in the evening and will hold a
road show from Sampath
Vinayaka Temple to the Andhra
University Engineering College
grounds, where he will address
apublic meeting. The Chief Min-
ister directed the officials of the
relevant departments to make
fool-proof arrangements for the
Prime Minister’s visit. Orders
have already been issued by
the General Administration
Department regarding the
steps to be taken by the de-

partments concerned.He in-
structed the Visakhapatnam
District Collector and Police
Commissioner, as well as the
officials of the concerned de-
partments, to make all neces-
sary arrangements.He clarified
that the minute-to-minute pro-
gram regarding the Prime
Minister’s visit is yet to be fi-
nalized, and in the meantime,
the arrangements to be made
in terms of various departments
should be taken up on a war
footing.As numerous people
and public representatives will
come to participate in the road
show as part of the Prime
Minister’s visit, necessary
steps should be taken for
parking their vehicles.In view
of the Prime Minister’s visit in
the evening, the Chief Secre-
tary directed the officials of the
Electricity and Municipal de-
partments to install appropri-
ate electric lights at the road
show, as well as the venue and
various parking places.

K'taka: Cop Caught In Compromusing Position With

Woman At Offi

Tumakuru: The
Karnataka Police have
suspended the Deputy
Superintendent of Po-
lice (DSP) posted with
the Madhugiri subdivi-
sion, who was allegedly
caught on camera in a
compromising position
with a woman in his of-
fice washroom on
Friday.The office of the
Karnataka Director
General of Police
(DGP) has issued the
suspension orders of
DSP P. Ramac
handrappa in connec-
tion with the incident. A
video showing the officer
in uniform “romancing”
the woman has gone vi-
ral on social mediain the
state, raising serious
concerns.According to
sources, the victim, a
woman came into con-
tact with the DSP from

Madhugiri town, in con-
nection with a land dis-
pute complaint.The vic-
tim from Pavagada town
approached the police,
and the DSP allegedly
exploited his position to
coerce her into an inti-
mate act.The police of-
ficer reportedly took the
woman, who had come
to complain, to his office
washroom to commit the
act.Itis suspected that a
relative accompanying

the woman secretly re-
corded the incident and
circulated the video
online.The 35-second
footage showed the of-
ficer in uniform and the
woman noticing amobile
phone recording through
a window.It showed an
intimate act of the senior
police officer in
uniform.The video also
showed the woman no-
ticing the mobile phone
at the window.The inci-

ice Washroom; Suspended

dent has raised further
concerns as Madhugiri
town falls within
Tumakuru district, the
native of State Home
Minister G.
Parameshwara.Following
the video’s release, the
DSP has reportedly
gone missing.However,
the Police Department
has yet to give an offi-
cial statement about the
incident.It is not known
whether the woman has
filed a complaint against
the DSP.The police are
waiting for orders from
senior officials for fur-
ther action in connection
with the incident.The
sources also claimed
that the DSP used to in-
dulge in obscene acts
with the woman when-
ever she visited his of-
fice in connection with
the case.

Centralized Pension Payments dys-
tem Fully Rolled Out m All Regonal
(tfices of EPFO Across India

NEWDELHI: In a landmark move towards en-
hancing pension services, EPFO completed the full-
scale rollout of the new Centralized Pension Pay-
ments System (CPPS) under the Employees’ Pen-
sion Scheme 1995 in December 2024.About Rs.
1570 Crore pension was disbursed to more than
68 Lakh pensioners pertaining to all 122 pension
disbursing Regional offices of EPFO for Decem-
ber 2024.The first pilot of the Centralized Pension
Payment System (CPPS) was successfully com-
pleted in October 2024 in Karnal, Jammu and
Srinagar Regional Offices with the pension dis-
bursement of about Rs 11 Crore to more than
49,000 EPS Pensioners. The second pilot was
taken up in November 2024 in 24 Regional Of-
fices in which around Rs. 213 crores pension was
disbursed to more than 9.3 lakh
pensioners.Announcing the successful rollout,
Union Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya said, “The
full-scale implementation of the Centralized Pen-
sion Payments System (CPPS) across all Regional
Offices of EPFO is a historic milestone. This trans-
formative initiative empowers pensioners to access
their pension seamlessly from any bank, any branch,
anywhere in the country. It eliminates the need for
physical verification visits and simplifies the pen-
sion disbursement process. CPPS is a testament
to our commitment to modernizing EPFO services
and ensuring convenience, transparency, and effi-
ciency for our pensioners. With this rollout, we are
setting a new benchmark in pension service deliv-
ery, aligning with the vision of a tech-enabled and
member-centric EPFO.”

Commutted
Prepare Skilled Workforce Ashwini

Guwabhati: The Cen-
tral government is
committed to trans-
forming India into a
leading hub for semi-
conductor manufac-
turing, while prepar-
ing a skilled
workforce that meets
the evolving demands
of the industry, Union
Railways and Elec-
tronics and I'T Minis-
ter, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, said here
on Friday.After inau-
gurating the National
Institute of Electron-
ics and Information
Technology
(NIELIT), deemed to
be a university at 12
locations including
five locations in the
northeastern states,
the minister said the
university is set to
play a crucial role in
equipping students
with the necessary
skills to thrive in a
rapidly changing
technological
environment.He
added that now the
meaning of northeast

To Make India A Chip Manufacturing Hub,

&

is “New Engine”, to
lead the development
and growth of the
country.At the event,
a memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
was also signed be-
tween NIELIT and
Tata Electronics Pri-
vate Ltd (TEPL) to
collaboratively en-
hance the semicon-
ductor skilling eco-
system in India.The
MoU was signed by
Dr M.M. Tripathi,
Director General,
NIELIT and Dr
Randhir Thakur,
CEO and MD,
TEPL.The partner-

ship aims to establish
skill centres, develop
diploma and certifi-
cation programmes
and conduct work-
shops in semiconduc-
tor ATMP (Assembly,
Testing, Marking, and
Packaging)
technologies. TEPL
will offer technical
expertise and intern-
ship opportunities,
while NIELIT will
focus on education,
training, and
outreach.Both
organisations will also
jointly pursue re-
search and funding
initiatives, with a spe-

cial emphasis on cre-
ating opportunities in
the northeastern re-
gion, said the
government.The min-
ister announced the
launch of NIELIT
University, highlight-
ing that it is inspired
by the vision of the
Prime Minister to
prepare professionals
in cutting-edge fields
such as Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing,
Artificial Intelligence,
Industry 4.0, and
Quantum
Computing. Vaishnaw
said the new campus
of NIELIT will be

Vmshnaw

developed in
Jagiroad town near
Guwabhati, which will
focus on semiconduc-
tor manufacturing and
electronics
manufacturing. Assam
Chief  Minister
Himanta Biswa
Sarma reiterated
Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion of a future where
the entire world will
rely on semiconduc-
tor chips that are
“Made in India” and
“Made in Assam.”He
emphasised the sig-
nificant potential for
the semiconductor in-
dustry to thrive in the
region, highlighting
the necessity for a
skilled workforce
and trained man-
power to support this
growing sector.*“This
underscored the
commitment to fos-
tering local talent and
creating job opportu-
nities, ensuring that
Assam plays a pivotal
role in the global
technology land-
scape,” said Sarma.

PM Modi Inauuraes
SWabhiman

Apartments

NEWDELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday inaugu-
rated the 1,675 newly
constructed flats for the
dwellers of JJ clusters
and handed over keys
to eligible beneficiaries
at Swabhiman Apart-
ments in Ashok Vihar,
Delhi.The inauguration
of newly constructed
flats marks the comple-
tion of the second suc-
cessful In-Situ Slum
Rehabilitation Project
by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority
(DDA).The objective
of the project is to pro-
vide the residents of the
JJ clusters in Delhi with
a better and healthier
living environment
equipped with proper
amenities and
facilities.For every Rs
25 lakh spent on the
construction of a flat by
the central government,
the eligible beneficiaries
pay less than seven per
cent of the total amount,
comprising Rs 1.42 lakh
as a nominal contribu-
tion and Rs 30,000 for
five years of mainte-
nance.
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Sheldon] ackson Announces Retire-
ment from White-Ball Cricket

NEWDELHI: Prolific
Saurashtra batter-
wicket-keeper Sheldon
Jackson on Friday an-
nounced his retirement
from white-ball
cricket.Jackson played
86 List A matches,
scoring 2792 runs with
nine hundred and 14
half-centuries, with a
highest score of 150 not
out, while also taking 42
catches. The 38-year-
old played 84 T20
matches, scoring 1812
runs with one 100s and
eleven fifties, with a
highest score of 106 not
out. Jackson played a
pivotal role in
Saurashtra’s title tri-
umph in the 2022-23
Vijay Hazare Trophy,
scoring 297 runs in 10
matches @49.50, with
one hundred and one
fifty.“T’ll continue to play
red-ball cricket,” Jack-
son told TOI from
Rajkot.“Sheldon was
always an integral part
of Saurashtra in all the
formats of the game. I
have seen his passion

and dedication to
cricket from a very
young age. He has al-
ways craved better per-
formances and contin-
ued making remarkable
achievements. Sheldon
has been one of the
standout performers in
the shorter formats of
the game. He has con-
sistently delivered
strong performances in
List Aand T20 cricket,
showcasing his ability to
excel across different
formats. I'sincerely appre-
ciate his valued contribu-
tions to white-ball cricket,”
former BCCI and
Saurashtra Cricket Asso-
ciation secretary Niranjan
Shah said.Jaydev Shah,

president of Saurashtra
Cricket Association, said,
“Twouldlike toextend my
deep gratitude to Sheldon
as he has announced his
retirement from white-ball
Cricket. His dedication,
hard work and excep-
tional performances over
the years have made him
a key player for Team
Saurashtra. His com-
mitment and passion for
cricket in each format
have been a true testa-
ment to the spirit of the
game. As he bids a fare-
well to the white-ball
formats, his contribu-
tions shall continue to
echo and keep inspiring
countless budding
cricketers.”
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Para-Shuttler Manisha Ramadass Eyes LA “28

Gold Afer Al]una Award Recogmtlon

Tiruvallur (T.N): Indian
para-badminton player
Manisha Ramadass has
been selected to receive
the prestigious Arjuna
Award, the second-
highest sporting honour
of India, for her bronze
medal at the 2024 Paris
Paralympics. The 19-
year-old will take the
honour as motivation as
she aims to win the gold
at the 2028 Paralympic
Games in Los
Angeles.Manisha won
her maiden bronze
medal in the Paralympic
Games defeating
Denmark’s Cathrine
Rosengren 2-0 (21-12,
21-8) in the third-place
match in the Women'’s
Singles SUS category.
Her victory ensured that
India had a double po-
dium finish with compa-
triot Thulasimathi
Murugesan bagging the
silver medal.Reacting to
being awarded the
Arjuna Award, Manisha
said she was very happy
to get the prestigious

award.“Tam very happy
to receive the award. I
dedicate this honour to
my parents, coaches,
central government, and
state government be-
cause without their sup-
port I could not have
been here. They have
supported me through-
out my journey,” she
told IANS in an inter-
view on Friday. “This
award will motivate me
to achieve more things
in the future. My next
big goal is to win the
gold at the Los Angeles

u"
¥
:

Paralympics and this
award will motivate me
to achieve it,” Manisha
told IANS.Manisha’s
0-2(21-23,17-21) loss
against No.l seed
Thulasimathi in the
semifinal saw her fall out
of gold medal conten-
tion and battling for third
place. The 19-year-old
defeated Japan’s
Mamiko Toyoda 2-0
(21-13, 21-16) in the
quarterfinals after finish-
ing second in Group C.
Her only loss in the
Group Stage came

against eventual finalist
Qiuxia Yang of China.In
the SUS category, the
players have impair-
ment of the upper limbs.
The impairment could
be on the playing or
non-playing hand.The
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports on Thursday
named 32 recipients for
the Arjuna Award, given
for “good performance
over a period of the pre-
vious four years and for
showing qualities of
leadership, sportsman-
ship and a sense of

discipline”.The Arjuna
Award list includes hur-
dler Jyothi Yarraji, jav-
elin thrower Annu Rani,
Nitu, Saweety, Vantika
Agrawal, women’s
hockey team captain
Salima Tete, Olympic
bronze medallists in
men’s hockey
Abhishek, Sanjay,
Jarmanpreet Singh,
Sukhjeet Singh, para-
archer Rakesh
Kumar, Preeti Pal,
Jeevanji Deepthi,
Ajeet Singh, Sachin
Sarjerao Khilari,
Dharambir, Pranav
Soorma, H. Hokato

Sema, Simran,
Navdeep, para-
shuttlers Nitesh

Kumar, Thulasimathi
Murugesan, Nithya Sre
Sumathy Sivan,
Manisha Ramadass,
Kapil Parmar, Mona
Agarwal, Rubina
Francis, Swapnil Suresh
Kusale, Sarabjot Singh,
Abhay Singh, Sajan
Prakash and Aman
Sehrawat.

Former Indra Hockey Coach
Jagbir Singh Hospitalised Af-
ter Sutfering A Heart Attack

Rourkela (Odisha): Former India forward and
hockey coach Jagbir Singh suffered a massive heart
attack and was admitted to a hospital here on Fri-
day. Two-time Olympian Jagbir is in Rourkela for
the Hockey India League with Team Gonasika.
Jagbir, who was employed with Air India before
retiring a few years back, was rushed to the hospi-
tal immediately and his condition is reported to be
stable.The 59-year-old Jagbir Singh, who was born
in a Sikh family in Agra, Uttar Pradesh, represented
India in the 1988 Olympics in Seoul and then the
1992 Games in Barcelona. He played for India
between 1985 and 1996, winning a bronze medal
in the 1986 Asian Games in Seoul and a silver in
the 1990 edition in Beijing. In all, he earned 175
international caps.A top forward of his time, Jagbir
coached the Indian men’s team in the 2004 Olym-
pic Games in Athens and also worked as a re-
nowned commentator since the 1990s.

| Wasnt In Frame O Mind To T
ouys Pant O His Defensve Knock

Sydney: India wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant
reflected on his defensive of 40 off 98 balls in the
fifth Test against Australia on Friday and said he
was not in the mindset to take charge of the game.
Pant came to bat at No. 5 when India were al-
ready reeling at 57/3 in the opening session of the
day. Playing according to the demand of the match,
Pant took defensive guard and also suffered blows
on his body on the green-top Sydney Cricket
Ground pitch.“Definitely, it’s painful but sometimes
you’ve to do the hard work for the team and that’s
okay. Not thinking too much about where I got hit.
I'was just playing the ball to the best of my abilities
and that’s the only thing I can do and that’s what I
did,” Pant said after the end of play.“‘This is the first
time I’ ve got hit so much (on the body). In cricket,
you can’t plan anything. Everything happens for the
first time at some point of time in your career. That
was me today, not thinking about it too much.

“In this innings I was not in a frame of mind where
I wanted to take charge of the game because the
wicket was doing too much and the kind of situ-
ation we’re in. While playing inside, I felt like I
could play a little bit of defensive cricket. Yes,
there’s a time to attack but you have to feel that
from inside,” he added.Commenting on the na-
ture of the pitch, Pant admitted it was difficult to
bat on while also acknowledging the need to
adjust to the conditions.“I think it should remain
the same hopefully for us.

KKFI Unveils Trop
for Inaugural Kho K

New Delhi: The Kho
Kho Federation of India
(KKFI) has unveiled the
trophies and mascots for
the first-ever Kho Kho
World Cup, set to take
place from January 13 to
19 atthe Indira Gandhi In-
door Stadium. This historic
event will feature teams
from 24 countries, show-
casing the sport’s grow-
ing global appeal.The
World Cup will present
two distinct trophies: a
blue trophy for the men’s
championshipand agreen
trophy for the women’s
event. The blue trophy
symbolizes trust, determi-
nation, and universal ap-
peal, while the green tro-
phy represents growth and
vitality. Both trophies fea-
ture intricate crystal detail-
ing and flowing curves,

embodylng the spirit of
Kho Kho.In addition to
the trophies, KKFI intro-
duced the official mascots,
Tejas and Tara, a pair of
gazelles. Tejas, symboliz-
ing brilliance and energy,
and Tara, representing
guidance and aspiration,
aredepictedin vibrantblue
and orange attire adorned
with traditional Indian
motifs. These mascots
highlight the sport’s core

attnbutes of speed, aglhty

and teamwork.

Sudhanshu Mittal, presi-
dent of KKFI, expressed
gratitude to all stakehold-
ers supporting the inaugu-
ral edition of the Kho Kho
World Cup. “This World
Cup marks a watershed
moment for Kho Kho,
transforming our indig-
enous sport into a global
phenomenon,” he said.
The event will be live-

nes and Mascots
10 orld Cup

streamed on Disney+
Hotstar and broadcast on
DD Sports, making it ac-
cessible to a wide audi-
ence.

The tournament, orga-
nizedunder the aegis of the
Sports Authority of India
(SAI), will feature 21
men’s and 20 women’s
teams from six continents.
MS Tyagi, general secre-
tary of KKFI, empha-
sized the World Cup’s
potential to unite diverse
cultures through sport
and set new bench-
marks in sporting
excellence.The Kho
Kho World Cup aims to
elevate the sport to new
heights and pave the
way for its inclusion in
future international
sporting events, includ-
ing the Olympics.

th Test: Relentless Boland Picks 4 As
Australia Bowl Out India For 189

Sydney: A relentless Scott Boland proved to be
India’s nemesis yet again by picking a four-wicket
haul as Australia bowled out India for a paltry 185
onday one of fifth Test at the Sydney Cricket Ground
on Friday.Electing to bat first on a grassy pitch back-
fired for India, as they suffered another first-innings
failure to be dismissed for a score below 200 for the
fifth time in the ongoing series.Apart from Boland’s
4-31, Mitchell Starc took 3-49 while skipper Pat
Cummins chipped in with two scalps as Australia’s
fastbowlers took nine wickets in a an accurate bowl-
ing performance.On a cloudy morning, India left out
captain Rohit Sharma, with Jasprit Bumrah replac-
ing him at the helm. In the morning, Starc and
Cummins got some steep bounce on the green SCG
pitch, which has shown signs of being on the slower
side.KLL Rahul initially showed good judgement to
balls outside the off-stump, but fell for four off 14
balls after chipping a half-volley on leg-stump to
square leg off Starc. Boland struck with his fourth ball
in India’s eighth over when he got to nip one away
and extracted an outside edge of Jaiswal’s bat, which
was safely caught by debutant Beau Webster at third
slip, as the opener fell for 10 off 26 balls.The seamer
almost got his second wicket on the bounce when he
found Virat Kohli’s outside edge, and Steve Smith
dived across to catch to his right at second slip.

ISL 2024-25: Precise Passers Odisha Meet Defen-
sive FC (Goa As Bo Try To Buﬂd Momentum

Bhubaneswar: FC Goa
take on Odisha FC in
an away match of the
Indian Super League
(ISL) 2024-25 at the
Kalinga Stadium here
on Saturday with both
teams hoping to build on
their current form and
boost their position the
points table with three
points.FC Goa are en-
joying a strong cam-
paign with a solid cur-
rent unbeaten streak in
away games (6), while
Odisha FC are seeking
their first-ever win
against the Gaurs in ISL
history.However, the
home team enters the
fixture in high spirits,
having won thrice and

drawntwiceintheirpre-  Gaurs are placed third
vious five matches. FC  in the standings with 22
Goa better themin this  points from 12 matches,
aspect since they have  and the Juggernauts are
emerged victorious in  positioned sixth with 20
fouroutof theirlastfive points from 13
ISL encounters. The games.Odisha FC will
oo ©

be eager to break their
duck against the Gaurs
and register their first
victory in this rivalry,
which will be a signifi-
cant feat for their head
coach Sergio Lobera,

who previously used to
be at the helm of FC
Goa.The two teams
present contrasting
styles and fortunes.
Odisha have been accu-
rate in passing, boasting
the second-highest pass
completion rate
(81.3%) this season,
while FC Goa depend
on their defensive solid-
ity, especially since
Sandesh Jhingan’s re-
turn, conceding only
four goals in their last six
games.So, will Odisha
FC finally secure a win
against the Gaurs, or will
FC Goa reaffirm their
superiority? The en-
counter at the Kalinga
Stadium is expected to

give aclear indication of
that on Saturday.The
Juggernauts have re-
corded a 49% success
rate in winning aerial
duels this season, signifi-
cantly higher than the
43.8% of FC Goa.
Mourtada Fall, who has
won 34 aerial duels, has
been pivotal in Odisha
FC winning their battles
in the air, particularly in-
side both the defensive
and attacking
boxes.However,
Odisha have struggled
for goals. They have
played out two goalless
draws this season (vs
Mumbai City FC on
Dec 5 and vs Moham-
medan SC on Dec 27).



