www.theresearchers.us |

www.epaper.theresearchers.asia

X @NTheresearchers

a facebook.com/newsthe.researchers

PAGE 02

India Triumphs Over Pakistan in

Air Surcharges if applicable
Delivery Charges applicable

PAGE 04

ICC Champions Trophy

NEWS BOX

Freed Israeli hostage who
kissed Hamas men was
'told to do so by terrorists'

World Hamas released six Israeli hostages on
Saturday as part of the deal. One of the hostages,
Omer Shem Tov, surprised everyone when he kissed
two of his captors on stage and blew kisses to the
crowd before being released after more than 500
days.Omer Shem Tov, after coming back home, has
now claimed that he kissed his captors under
pressure and he was “told to do so”, Daily Express
reported.Shem Tov’s father said that his captors
"compelled him to wave and to kiss [on the top of the
head] that [masked] guard who was standing next to
him"."He said they told him what to do. You can see
in the footage that someone came up to him and told
him what to do,” he told Kan TV, as per The Times of
Israel.Shem’s release came well over a year after
coordinated Hamas-led terrorist attacks on southern
Israel on October 7, 2023, in which some 1,200
people were killed and around 250 were abducted
and held in Gaza.

Shem, along with two other men, were all taken
hostage at the Nova music festival, in Israel's Negev
Desert.

Drone captures collapsed

roof of Peru shopping mall;
6 kllled 78 |n|ured

Lima, Peru. The collapse of a food court roof at a
shopping mall in northwestern Peru killed six people
and left at least 78 others injured, the defence minister
said Saturday.

The heavy iron roof at the Real Plaza Trujillo shopping
mall, a city in the La Libertad region, fell on Friday
night on dozens of people who were at the
site.Defence Minister Walter Astudillo said at a news
conference that according to the information provided
by local firefighters in La Libertad, five people died
on site and a sixth at a hospital after the
collapse.Astudillo also said that 30 injured people
have already been dlscharged and 48 remain
hospitalised. Three remained in critical condition. The
minister expressed his condolences to the victims’
families.Luis Roncal, head of the local fire
department, confirmed that they "did not find any
signs of life" as they monitored with rescue dogs, but
that the search for survivors would continue.

Meanwhile, the mayor of Trujillo, Mario Reyna,
announced the closure of the shopping center "due to
imminent risk" and said his government wanted to
inspect other centres.

Thousands attend Hezbollah
leader Nasrallah's funeral five
months after his death

BEIRUT. Tens of thousands of people gathered in
Beirut early Sunday to attend the funeral of
Hezbollah's former leader, nearly five months after he
was killed in an Israeli airstrike on a southern suburb
of the Lebanese capital. Hassan Nasrallah was killed
when Israel’s air force dropped more than 80 bombs
on the militant group’s main operations room. His
death was a major blow for the Iran-backed group that
the late leader transformed into a potent force in the
Middle East.

Nasrallah was the group’s leader for more than 30 years
and one of its founders. He enjoyed wide influence
among Iran-backed groups in the region and was
widely respected in the so-called Iran-led axis of
resistance that included Iraqi, Yemeni and Palestinian
factions.Officials from around the region including
Iran’s parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher
Qalibaf and Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi were
expected to attend the funeral at the Lebanese
capital’s main sports stadium. Lebanese officials
including the parliament speaker and representatives
of the president and prime minister were expected to
attend the funeral believed to be Lebanon’s largest in
two decades.Senior Hezbollah official Ali Daamoush
told reporters Saturday that about 800 personalities
from 65 countries will be attending the funeral in
addition to thousands of individuals and activists who
came from around the world.“Come from every
home, village and city so that we tell the enemy that
this resistance will stay and is ready in the field,”
Daamoush said, referring to Israel.Nasrallah will be
laid to rest later Sunday in Beirut while his cousin and
successor Hashem Safieddine, who was killed in an
Israeli airstrike on a Beirut suburb a few days later,
will be laid to rest in his hometown in southern
Lebanon. The two had temporarily been buried in
secret locations. Hezbollah earlier this month
announced plans for their official funerals.Hezbollah
has been calling on its supporters to attend the funeral
in large numbers in what appears to be a move to show
that the group remains powerful after suffering major
blows during a 14-month war with Israel that left
many of its senior political and military officials
dead.Another blow for Hezbollah was the fall in early
December of the Assad family's five-decade rule in
Syria that was a strong ally of the Lebanese group and
a main route for the flow of weapons and money from
Iran.As part of the U.S.-brokered ceasefire deal that
ended the war with Israel on Nov. 27, Hezbollah is not
supposed to have an armed presence along the border
with Israel. Hezbollah’s rivals have been calling on
the group to lay down its weapons all over Lebanon
and become a political faction.
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Elon Musk |ubs Parag Agrawal amid ‘report
or resign’ order: Did no’rhmg, go’r fired

World Tech billionaire Elon Musk was
prompt to take note of and reply to an X
user's post about the sacking of Parag
Agrawal, the former CEO of the platform
(when it was called Twitter), amid the Tesla
chief's diktat to federal employees asking
them to furnish details of the work done by
them in the past week or get fired."Parag
got nothing done. Parag was fired," the
billionaire head of the Trump

of

Government Efficiency (DOGE), wrote in

reply to a post shared by an X user on

Sunday, which shared a screenshot of an

old conversation between Parag Agrawal

and Tesla chief Musk about the work
environment at Twitter, before the latter
acquired the social media platform in
2022.As per the excerpt of the conversation
shared in the post, Parag Agrawal said,

"You are free to tweet- is Twitter dying? or

anything else about Twitter- but it's my

responsibility to tell you that it's not
helping me make Twitter better in the

current context. Next time we speak, I'd

administration's Department

like to provide you with perspective on the
level of internal distraction and how it is
hurting our ability to do work. I hope the
AMA will help people get to know you, to
understand why you believe in Twitter, and
to trust you- and I'd like the company to get
to a place where we are more resilient and
don't get distracted, but we aren't there right
now"."What did you get done this week?"
was Musk's reply in the form of a pertinent
question posed to the former Twitter CEO
that has returned as a threat to scores of US
federal workers three years later.The X
user's post was captioned, "DOGE: Almost
three years ago Elon Musk asked Parag
Agrawal what he got done last week. Now
he's asking every federal worker the same
question".The X user also shared a grab of
Musk's order issued in line with US
President Donald Trump's Truth Social
post, in which he said that DOGE should be
more aggressive in its attempts to downsize
and reshape the federal workforce."All
federal employees will shortly receive an
email requesting to understand what they

Trump ramps up attack over USAID
handouts to India: Taking advantage of us

World US President Donald Trump
ramped up his attack on the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID) funds to India,
claiming that it gave “18 million
dollars” to India to assist with its
election. Trump said that providing
money to India for elections was
unnecessary since the country didn't
need financial aid. He claimed that
India “takes advantage” of the US and
imposes some of the highest tariffs
globally.“Giving money to India for
elections. Well, they don’t need money.
They take advantage of us. They are
one of the highest tariffs nations in the
world. They have a 200 per cent tariff,
and then we give them a lot of money
for elections,” Trump said.The US
President has been raking up the issue
time and again after the Elon Musk-led
DOGE cancelled the $21 million
payout to India and similar grants to

Israel delays release of 620
over 'humiliating' hostage

Jerusalem. Israel said on Sunday it was
delaying the release of hundreds of
Palestinian prisoners it had planned to
free the day before until militant group
Hamas met its conditions, underscoring
the fragility of the Gaza ceasefire
accord.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
office released a statement in the early
hours of Sunday saying that Israel
was waiting to deliver the 620
Palestinian prisoners and detainees
"until the release of the next hostages
has been assured, and without the
humiliating ceremonies."That was a
reference to recent handovers by
Hamas that UN officials have said
went against international law
because they were not
respectful.Hamas has made hostages
appear on stage in front of crowds
and sometimes speak before they
were handed over. Coffins with
hostage remains have also been carried
through crowds.Israel's announcement,
which also accused Hamas
repeatedly violating the month-old
ceasefire, came after the Palestinian
militant group on Saturday handed over
six hostages from Gaza as part of an
exchange arranged under the truce.The
six hostages freed on Saturday were the
last living Israeli captives due to be

other nations earlier this month.This is
the fourth time in five days that the US
President reiterated his claim about
USAID funding efforts to promote
voter turnout in India.Trump had
earlier hinted that the funds might have
been used to interfere in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections without giving any
evidence. On Saturday, he took Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's name for the
first time while reiterating his charge of
granting $21 million to India for "voter
turnout" amid a raging political
slugfest over the issue back home."$21
million going to my friend Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and India for
voter turnout. We are giving $21
million for voter turnout in India. What
about us? 1 want voter turnout too,"
Trump said in cryptic remarks.

WHAT TRUMP SAID ON
FUNDING

On February 19, Trump questioned the

INDIA

handed over during the first phase of
the ceasefire. The bodies of four dead
Israeli hostages were to be released
next week.It was not clear if Israel
wanted assurances on that release or
other hostage releases.After the six
hostages arrived back in Israel, Hamas
released a video in which two other
hostages, Eviatar David and Guy

Gilboa-Dalal, were seen watching one
of'the handovers earlier on Saturday.

of Hamas spokesperson Abdul Latif Al-

Qanou earlier accused Israel of
violating the ceasefire as Saturday
elapsed without the release of
Palestinians as planned.Israel and
Hamas have frequently accused each
other of violations since the ceasefire
started on January 19 but it has so far

purpose of providing $21 million to
India, saying the US "can hardly get in
there" because of high tariffs. The next
day, Trump stirred a hornet's nest after
he questioned the previous Joe Biden
administration's move to give the grant
to India and indicated that it might have
been used to meddle in elections."USD
21 million for voter turnout in India.
Why do we need to spend USD 21
million for voter turnout in India? I
guess they (the Biden administration)
were trying to get somebody else
elected. We have got to tell the Indian
government... This is a total
breakthrough," he said.On Friday, he
repeated the charge again at a
Republican governors' conference, this
time calling the funding a "kickback
scheme". "$21 million for voter turnout
in India. Why are we caring about India
turnout? We got enough problems... it's
akickback scheme, you know.

Palestinians
handover

continued to hold. Hamas at one stage
said it would stop handing over
hostages because of alleged Israeli
breaches.Israelis Eliya Cohen, 27,
Omer Shem Tov, 22, and Omer
Wenkert, 23, all seized in Hamas'
October 7, 2023, attack on Israel, were
handed over on Saturday in central
Gaza to the Red Cross.Dozens of
militants stood guard in a crowd
that had gathered to watch the
handover, as masked Hamas men
armed with automatic rifles stood
on each side of the three men, who
appeared thin and pale, as they were
made to wave from the stage.Tal
Shoham, 40, and Avera Mengistu,
39, were earlier released in southern
Gaza.Hamas rejected criticism of
the handover events on Saturday,
describing them as a solemn show
of Palestinian unity. It handed over
asixth hostage, Hisham Al-Sayed, a
36-year-old Arab citizen of Israel, to the
Red Cross in Gaza City without a
public ceremony.Al-Sayed and
Mengistu had been held by Hamas
since they entered Gaza of their own
accord around a decade ago. Shoham
was abducted from Kibbutz Be'eri
along with his wife and two children,
who were freed in a brief truce in
November 2023.

got done last week," Musk posted on X.
"Failure to respond will be taken as a

resignation,"” he added.As of
Saturday evening, emails were
sent to employees at federal
agencies, including the Securities
and Exchange Commission,
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, the
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention and others with the
subject line, "What did you do last
week?"

ELON MUSK VS PARAG
AGRAWAL

In 2022, Elon Musk took control of
Twitter and rechristened it as X.
Among his initial actions as the
new owner was the termination of
then-CEO Parag Agrawal. Musk
also dismissed several other high-
ranking executives, leading to a
substantial workforce reduction
with thousands losing their jobs. It
was reported that Agrawal was

fired because he refused to block an

account on Twitter that Musk wanted.

With no passengers and no
planes, Pakistan's newest
airport is a bit of a mystery

GWADAR. Pakistan’s newest and most expensive
airport is a bit of a mystery with no passengers and no
planes.Entirely financed by China to the tune of $240
million, it's anyone's guess when New Gwadar
International Airport will open for business.

Located in the coastal city of Gwadar and completed in
October 2024, the airport is a stark contrast to the
impoverished, restive southwestern Balochistan
province around it.For the past decade, China has
poured money into Balochistan and Gwadar as part of
a multibillion dollar project that connects its western
Xinjiang province with the Arabian Sea, called the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor or CPEC.

Authorities have hailed it as transformational but there’s
scant evidence of change in Gwadar. The city isn’t
connected to the national grid — electricity comes
from neighboring Iran or solar panels — and there isn't
enough clean water.An airport with a 400,000
passenger capacity isn't a priority for the city's 90,000
people.“This airport is not for Pakistan or Gwadar,”
said Azeem Khalid, an international relations expert
who specializes in Pakistan-China ties. “Itis for China,
so they can have secure access for their citizens to
Gwadar and Balochistan.”

Caught between militants and the military

CPEC has catalyzed a decadeslong insurgency in
resource-rich and strategically located Balochistan.
Separatists, aggrieved by what they say is state
exploitation at the expense of locals, are fighting for
independence — targeting both Pakistani troops and
Chinese workers in the province and elsewhere.

Members of Pakistan’s ethnic Baloch minority say they
face discrimination by the government and are denied
opportunities available elsewhere in the country,
charges the government denies.Pakistan, keen to
protect China's investments, has stepped up its military
footprint in Gwadar to combat dissent. The city is a
jumble of checkpoints, barbed wire, troops,
barricades, and watchtowers. Roads close at any given
time, several days a week, to permit the safe passage of
Chinese workers and Pakistani VIPs.

Intelligence officers monitor journalists visiting
Gwadar. The city's fish market is deemed too sensitive
for coverage.

Many local residents are frazzled.

“Nobody used to ask where we are going, what we are
doing, and what is your name,” said 76-year-old
Gwadar native Khuda Bakhsh Hashim. “We used to
enjoy all-night picnics in the mountains or rural areas."

“We are asked to prove our identity, who we are, where
we have come from,” he added. "We are residents.
Those who ask should identify themselves as to who
they are.”Hashim recalled memories, warm like the
winter sunshine, of when Gwadar was part of Oman,
not Pakistan, and was a stop for passenger ships
heading to Mumbai. People didn’t go to bed hungry
and men found work easily, he said. There was always
something to eat and no shortage of drinking water.

But Gwadar's water has dried up because of drought and
unchecked exploitation. So has the work.

“ If You Want to do ...

What You Want to deo?

Do What You Want to do .. .

And to do What You Want to d

\

Believe What You Wamnt to do ..

We miss you
so much. Your
presence is
deeply missed,
and our hearts
ache without
you.
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India Clinches Six-Wicket Win Over Pakistan in ICC Champions
Trophy, Kohli Shines with Century

Dubai: India secured yet an-
other dominant victory over
Pakistan in an ICC event, de-
feating their arch-rivals by six
wickets in a Group A clash at
the Dubai International Sta-
dium on Sunday.

The match, which was expect-
ed to be a closely contested
rivalry, saw India cruise to
victory with 45 balls to spare,
thanks to standout perfor-
mances from Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, and Kuldeep Ya-
dav.

Ahead of the match, former
Indian spinner Harbhajan Sin-
gh had downplayed the hype
surrounding the India-Paki-
stan rivalry, pointing out the
disparity in the quality of both
teams. His assessment proved
accurate, as Rohit Sharma’s
side delivered a clinical perfor-
mance, leaving Pakistan strug-
gling to advance to the knock-
out stages of the Champions
Trophy and relying on other
results to secure a spot in the
semifinals.

This loss nearly seals Pakistan’s

exit from the tournament,
with the defending champions
all but eliminated. If Bangla-
desh loses to New Zealand on
Monday, Pakistan will be of-
ficially out of the Champions
Trophy.

Chasing a target of 242, Virat
Kohli starred with a match-
winning knock, scoring his
51st ODI century and 82nd in-
ternational ton to guide India
to a comfortable victory. Kohli
was well-supported by Shreyas

Iyer, who contributed 56 runs.
The duo put on a solid 114-
run partnership for the third
wicket, and Pakistan bowlers
had no answer to their patient
yet aggressive approach.

India’s chase got off to a strong

start with Rohit Sharma and
Shubman Gill. However, a
brilliant inswinging yorker
from Shaheen Shah Afridi
dismissed Sharma for 20. Gill,
showing his class, played some
beautiful straight drives but

was dismissed for 46 by Abrar
Ahmed’s well-executed leg-
spinner.

Kohli and Iyer then took con-
trol, with Iyer falling just 28
runs shy of the target while
attempting an inside-out shot,

Kohli surpassed
14,000 runs, becom-
ing the third batter

after Sachin Ten-
dulkar and Kumar
Sangakkara to
achieve this feat.

departing for 56. Kohli, how-
ever, remained unbeaten on
100, ensuring Indias smooth
progress to victory, with Axar
Patel accompanying him at the
crease on 3.

This victory adds to Indias
impressive record against Pa-
kistan in ICC events, continu-
ing their dominance in high-
stakes encounters.

comes.

ceived coverage.

regional languages.

Over 5 Lakh TB Cases Detected in
100-Day National Campaign

New Delhi: In a significant milestone for India’s fight
against tuberculosis (TB), the Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare has announced the detection of over five lakh
TB cases during its 100-day TB elimination campaign. The
campaign, which spanned 455 districts across the country,
resulted in the diagnosis of more than 3.57 lakh TB patients.
The Ministry also reported that as part of the intensified
case detection efforts, over 10 crore vulnerable individu-
als were screened, reducing diagnostic delays, identifying
drug-resistant cases early, and improving treatment out-

As part of the initiative, 10 lakh Ni-kshay Shivirs were or-
ganized, bringing modern TB diagnostic tools closer to
people’s homes, especially in remote areas. To further ex-
tend the reach of TB services, 836 Ni-kshay Vahans were
deployed, ensuring that even the most remote regions re-

A key feature of the campaign has been the participation
of community members through the Ni-kshay Mitra initia-
tive. Over 240,000 Ni-kshay Mitras have registered through
Ni-kshay Shapaths, pledging to support TB patients with
essential resources, including nutritional baskets and psy-
chosocial and vocational assistance. So far, over 230,000
food baskets have been distributed to patients.

In addition to these efforts, the campaign introduced a new
strategy for the early identification of TB. As part of this ini-
tiative, chest X-rays have been used as a screening tool for
individuals at higher risk of developing TB. More than 38
lakh people have been screened using chest X-rays, includ-
ing many who showed no typical symptoms of the disease.
These comprehensive measures reflect the government’s
commitment to achieving TB elimination in India and im-
proving health outcomes for those affected by the disease.

Kavya Gosthi Celebrates International
Mother Language Day in Bokaro

Bokaro: A Kavya Gosthi (poetry symposium) was held on
Saturday evening, jointly organized by the Khortha Sahi-
tya Sanskriti Parishad, Bokaro, and the Janwadi Lekhak
Sangh, Bokaro, to mark International Mother Language
Day. The event took place at the residence of poet Pradeep
Kumar Deepak in Vastu Vihar Phase 2, Chira Chas, and
was chaired by poet Gopal Prasad.

The symposium focused on the significance of preserv-
ing and celebrating mother tongues. Poets from various
linguistic backgrounds captivated the audience with their
heartfelt poetry, reciting verses in Khortha, Hindi, Maithili,
and Magahi. The event was met with widespread apprecia-
tion as the poets showcased the beauty and richness of their
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Affordable Cancer Care and Daycare Centres
in Every District by 2027: PM Modi

Chhatarpur: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi reaffirmed his
governments commitment to
providing accessible healthcare
to all citizens as a core element
of the “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vi-
kas” mission during a visit to
Chhatarpur, Madhya Pradesh.
In a significant move to sup-
port underprivileged patients,
he laid the foundation stone for
the Bageshwar Dham Medical
and Science Research Institute,
a state-of-the-art facility aimed
at offering free cancer treat-
ment.

The institute, to be built on
a 10-acre plot, will initially
feature a 100-bed hospital
equipped with advanced medi-
cal technology and specialized
medical staff. Modi empha-
sized that this initiative is part
of the governments broader
efforts to combat cancer and
improve healthcare accessibil-
ity across India.

Addressing ongoing health
challenges, the Prime Minister
also unveiled plans included
in this years national budget
to reduce the cost of cancer
treatments. He announced
that cancer daycare centers
would be established in every

district across India within the
next three years. Additionally,
cancer clinics will be set up in
district hospitals to further en-
hance cancer care across the
country.

Modi urged citizens to take
full advantage of government
healthcare schemes, particular-
ly the Ayushman Bharat Yojana
and Jan Aushadhi Kendras,
to ensure access to affordable
medical care.

In related developments, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar highlighted the im-
portance of healthcare as a fun-
damental right during the 12th
International Health Dialogue
in New Delhi. He stressed that
the Global South should not be
dependent on uncertain global
supply chains. Dr. Jaishankar

also underscored Indias role

in global health security, par-
ticularly through initiatives like
Ayushman Bharat, which aims
to provide health insurance
coverage to millions of citizens.
In addition to his focus on
healthcare, Prime Minister
Modi addressed recent contro-
versial comments made by po-
litical figures regarding Sanatan
Dharma. He condemned re-
marks that undermined Hindu
beliefs, culture, and religious
practices, including attacks on
temples. The Prime Minister
criticized those who have sup-
ported these attacks, accusing
them of receiving backing from
foreign powers. He empha-
sized the significance of Indian
temples not just as places of
worship but also as centers of

scientific knowledge and so-
cial consciousness, pointing to
ancient practices like Ayurveda
and yoga, which are now recog-
nized and practiced worldwide.
Later today, Prime Minister
Modi will meet with BJP MPs,
MLAs, and other officials in
Bhopal, as part of his ongoing
three-day tour through Mad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar, and Assam.
During his visit to Bhopal, he
will also inaugurate the two-
day Global Investors Summit
2025.

Tomorrow, Modi will travel to
Bhagalpur in Bihar, where he
will release the 19th installment
of the PM KISAN scheme,
benefiting over 9.7 crore farm-
ers across India with direct
financial assistance totaling
over 321,500 crore. He will also
dedicate and inaugurate several
development projects in Bihar.
The Prime Minister’s tour will
conclude with a visit to Guwa-
hati, Assam, where he will at-
tend the Jhumoir Binandini
2025 celebration to mark 200
years of Assamis tea industry.
On Tuesday, Modi will inaugu-
rate the Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and Infrastructure
Summit 2025 in Guwahati.

DAV-6, Bokaro Inaugurates Legal Literacy Club;
Hosts Blood Donation Camp

Bokaro: DAV Public School
Sector 6, Bokaro, marked
a special day with two sig-
nificant events on the 201st
birth anniversary of Swami
Dayanand Saraswati. The
school inaugurated its Legal
Literacy Club and organized
a blood donation camp, pro-
moting social awareness and
community welfare.

The Legal Literacy Club was
virtually inaugurated by Jus-
tice Sujit Narayan Prasad of
the Jharkhand High Court,
who emphasized the im-
portance of constitutional
rights that many people are

.
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unaware of. The event also
saw the presence of Devesh
Kumar Tripathi, District
Additional Sessions Judge,
Bokaro, and other notable
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guests, along with para-legal
volunteers. The club’s aim
is to educate students about
constitutional rights and so-
cial values.

The blood donation camp,
which began at 11 am, saw
active participation from
teachers, parents, and lo-
cal residents, with a team
of doctors and nurses from
Sadar Hospital assisting in
the effort. On the occasion,
Sanskrit teacher Bal Shekhar
Jha organized a Vedic Havan
Yagna, while the school’s
music teachers presented Ve-
dic Bhajans.

Principal Anuradha Singh
highlighted the significance
of raising awareness about
legal rights and social re-
sponsibility among students.

Washington Post refutes Trump’s
$21 Million India Voter
Turnout Claim

New Delhi: The Washington Post has dismissed former
U.S. President Donald Trump’s assertion that $21 million
was allocated to India to enhance voter turnout, labeling the
claim as false. An investigation by the newspaper revealed
that no such program exists in India, contradicting Trump’s
allegations, according to India Today.

This revelation has given the Indian National Congress
(INC) fresh political leverage in its ongoing dispute with
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

In a report titled How a False DOGE Claim Ignited a Politi-
cal Firestorm in India, The Washington Post clarified that
the $21 million grant was, in fact, awarded to Bangladesh,
not India, by the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID). The report, which referenced U.S. officials,
corroborated an earlier story from The Indian Express,
which noted that India has not received USAID funding for
election-related activities since 2008.

The controversy began when Elon Musk’s DOGE platform
falsely claimed that it had canceled a $21 million grant in-
tended to boost voter turnout in India. DOGE linked the
grant to a larger $486 million disbursement to the Con-
sortium for Elections and Political Process Strengthening
(CEPPS), a coalition of non-profits backed by USAID.
However, The Washington Post, citing multiple U.S. sourc-
es familiar with foreign aid programs, confirmed no such
initiative was in place for India.

A U.S. official told The Washington Post, “We were all
shocked to see that claim from DOGE. We don’t know any-
thing about elections in India because we’ve never been in-
volved.” Another official suggested that Musk’s team may
have confused figures from different programs.

The findings have further inflamed the political battle be-
tween Congress and the BJP. Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera seized upon the report, accusing the BJP and its sup-
porters of spreading false information. “In this latest expose
on the so-called US funding to increase voter turnout in In-
dia, The Washington Post discovers that no such program
existed and no such funding came in. For the BJP and its
blind supporters, crow is part of their daily diet plan. Who
else will eat crow following this comedy of errors?” Khera
tweeted.

Meanwhile, Trump has continued to suggest that the Biden
administration may be interfering in India’s upcoming 2024
Lok Sabha elections. “Why do we need to spend $21 mil-
lion for voter turnout in India? I guess they were trying to
get somebody else elected. We have got to tell the Indian
government,” Trump said earlier this week.

Despite his persistent claims, Trump has not provided any
concrete evidence to back his allegations.

Narayanpur Farmers Gain Insights on Soil
Health & Plant Disease Management

Ddhanbad: Around 135 farmers in Narayanpur block,
Jamtara district, gained valuable knowledge on soil health
and plant disease management during a one-day workshop
organized by IIT (ISM) Dhanbad. Held at the Narayanpur
block office, the workshop aimed to equip local farmers
with scientific strategies to address agricultural challenges.
The event featured presentations by Dr. Arvind Kumar, a
soil expert from Birsa Agriculture University, and Dr. M.K.
Burnwal, a plant pathology expert, who shared effective
techniques for improving soil fertility and managing plant
diseases. The workshop, part of the project “Improving the
Economic Well-Being of Scheduled Tribe Communities,”
provided practical advice on soil management, fertilizer
use, seed quality, and optimized cropping systems.

Prof. Rashmi Singh, Principal Investigator of the project,
emphasized the importance of empowering farmers with
sustainable farming practices. This initiative reflects IIT
(ISM) Dhanbad’s commitment to rural development and
agricultural sustainability in the region.
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Women achievers to take over PM Modi's
social media accounts to mark Women's Day

]
»In his monthly Mann
Ki Baat address,
Modi said successful
women in different
fields will speak about
their work and
experience on his
social media accounts.

NEW DELHI. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Sunday that
he will hand over his various social
media accounts to women achievers
in different fields to mark the
International Women's Day on
March 8.In his monthly Mann Ki
Baat address, he said these
successful women in different fields
will speak about their work and
experience on his social media
accounts."Let's us celebrate and
respect the indomitable spirit of

women," he said, lauding the
increasing participation of women
in different sectors.

Modi had handed over his social

media accounts to seven leading
women in different fields on March
81n 2020 in a similar gesture.

With followers in tens of millions on

X, YouTube and Instagram among

other handles, Modi is one of the
most followed global leaders on
social media.

The prime minister also renewed his

appeal to people to take measures to
deal with the growing problem of
obesity, saying it is necessary for
India to become a fit and healthy
country.Citing research, he said one

out of eight persons are suffering
from obesity, and that their numbers
have doubled in the past few years.
What is more worrisome is that it
has grown fourfold among children,
he added.

Modi asked people to cut down their
oil consumption by 10 percent, and
said he will request 10 persons to do
so. Each of them can in turn can
pose similar challenge to 10
persons, he added.

The prime minister played audio
messages from some notes
personalities, including Olympic
gold medallist Neeraj Chopra, to
impress upon people to take
measures to cut down or prevent
obesity.

In the radio broadcast, Modi also
appealed to people to try "one day as
a scientist” by visiting research
laboratories or planetariums to mark
the National Science Day.He asked
students taking the board exams to
be "happy and stress free" and added
the new format of Pariksha Pe
Charcha has drawn admiration from
alot of people.

MSP talks between Centre, farmers' unions end without resolution

Chandigarh. Another round of
negotiations between central
ministers and farmer unions ended
without a resolution, as discussions
on the minimum support price
(MSP) continued without
agreement. Farmers sought a legal
guarantee for MSP on all crops and
demanded data on its
implementation.Union and state
government representatives
described the meeting as
constructive, with discussions
covering various aspects of MSP.
Another round of talks is scheduled
for March 19 in Chandigarh.

This was the second meeting in eight
days and the sixth in more than a
year. A resolution to the crisis
remains elusive as the central

Union Agriculture Minister

dispute concerns the financial
viability of MSP for all crops.
Farmers estimate the cost to be
between Rs 25,000 crore and Rs
30,000 crore, while government
argue that the actual requirement
is much higher.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan said the
talks were conducted in a
positive environment. “We have
heard the farmers properly. These
talks will continue. The next
meeting is on March 19 in
Chandigarh,” he said.

L

Punjab Finance Minister Harpal

Cheema said the discussions were
detailed and focused on MSP. “A
data set on which crops are sold in
open markets and in what quantity

will be shared with the union
government in the next few days.
MSP was the central point of the
talks. Farmers' organisations
stressed on getting a legal guarantee
for MSP. The union ministers also
requested Jagjit Singh Dallewal to
end his hunger strike,” he said. After
the meeting, farmer leader
Abhimanyu Kohad said the

discussions were thorough. “The
farmers of the country want 23
crops to be covered under MSP
with a legal guarantee. This was
presented to government
ministers. We told them that Rs
25,000 crore to Rs 30,000 crore
would be needed for MSP.
Government ministers said they
will analyse the data through
their experts and need time. The
next meeting is scheduled for March
19,” he said.Farmer leader Sarwan
Pandher said the government
presented its data on central
schemes, but farmers shared their
perspective. “We demanded an
MSP legal guarantee and provided
data on its cost. We explained its
advantages.

Tejashwi Yadav says JD(U) could be 'saved'
if Nitish Kumar's son enters politics

Tejashwi Yadav said he would welcome Bihar CM Nitish Kumar's son, Nishant Kumar, joining politics, suggesting it could save JD(U)

from its alliance partners. He criticised Nitish's alliance with the BJP and questioned speculation about early elections in Bihar.

New Delhi.Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav said on Saturday that he would be
"happy" if Nishant Kumar, the son of Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, joined politics, suggesting
it could "save" the Janata Dal (United) from its
alliance partners, including the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).Speaking to reporters, Yadav
dismissed Nishant’s recent call for voters to back
his father in the upcoming assembly elections,
where he assured that Nitish Kumar was "100 per
cent" fit."My father is fitter than his father," Yadav

said, referring to Lalu Prasad Yadav, the RJD

leader. "Nobody has done as much as Lalu ji forthe  »Tejashwi Yadav claims Lalu Prasad did more for downtrodden than Nitish
downtrodden. It was during his reign that the
recommendations of the Mandal Commission
were implemented in Bihar," he added.

Kumar

>

Yadav, who serves as the leader of the opposition in

the Bihar Assembly, said he considered Nishant a
brother and wished him well. "I would also like

Rumours have grown over Nishant Kumar joining politics ahead of Bihar polls
»Yadav riticises BIP's influence on Election Commission and central agencies

him to get married. If he decides to enter politics,
he has the right to do so," he was quoted as saying

by news agency PTI in its report."I would, in fact,
be happy if he enters politics. Perhaps it would
give anew lease of life to the party founded by late
Sharad Yadav. His father has been hijacked by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who had once
questioned Nitish Kumar's DNA. His other allies,
Chirag Paswan and Jitan Ram Manjhi, have their
own grievances against the chief minister. Till
recently, all these allies had been questioning
Nitish Kumar’s mental health," former Deputy
Chief Minister said.

Rumours had grown that Nishant, 47, might enter

politics ahead of the Bihar elections, but neither he

nor his father has commented publicly on the

matter. Yadav also responded to remarks by JD(U)
minister Vijay Kumar Chaudhary, who said the

party was "ready for polls at any time," a statement

that has led to speculation that elections might be
held earlier than scheduled.
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Revanth Reddy urges Backward
Class leaders to promote caste
survey findings

The Telangana government has conducted a caste census. Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy urged backward class leaders to campaign for its findings and
called on the BJP to include caste data in the national census.
Hyderabad. Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy on Saturday
criticised the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the previous Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) government over the caste census, accusing
them of obstructing social justice efforts. He said the BJP opposed the
survey, while the BRS conducted a similar survey but never disclosed

its findings.

“The BJP is spreading misinformation because it is against the caste
census,” Reddy said addressing the representatives of several
Backward Class (BC) associations on Saturday at Praja Bhavan.

According to a survey by KCR, "backward classes constituted 51 per
cent of the
population. Our caste
census shows it is
56.33 per cent. BC
leaders should take | 4
note,” he said.

He also criticised the . v
BRS for not making | | {
public the findings of | i
its Comprehensive [ i ;
Family Survey. “The T !
last government used * M,'
the survey report only
during elections and not for the people,” he said.The Telangana
government has now conducted a caste census, fulfilling a promise
made by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
Reddy said. He emphasised that the survey was carried out with full
participation from the people and without legal hurdles.He urged
backward class leaders to campaign for the survey’s findings. “My
responsibility ends with the completion of the process. Now it is your
turn to take it forward.” He called on the BJP to include caste data in
the national census. “We are adopting a resolution demanding that the
caste census be included in the national census.”

He urged backward class communities to hold meetings and pass
resolutions by March 10. “Show your unity. Only then will you get
political, educational, and job benefits,” he said.“The caste census is
like the Bible, Bhagavad Gita, and Quran for all weaker sections,”
Reddy said.

Judiciary Doesn't Have Right To Make
Changes To Constitution: Vice
President

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar. The more we learn about the
Constitution, which gives us our fundamental rights, the more we will
turn towards nationalism, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar said here
on Saturday.Addressing the inauguration event of the Constitution
Awareness Year celebrations, he also said people must think of
nationalism as their biggest religion, above politics and personal
interests, and perform their duties in the face of challenges."There is a
challenge before the country. By getting funds from outside, the
democratic system is being made unholy. The persons of their
(donors) choice is made to win polls. This is dangerous and cannot be
tolerated," the VP said
in an apparent
reference to the recent
revelations of alleged
USAID funding to
raise voter turnout in
India.

"Awareness of our
Constitution is what is
of utmost need today.
Our Constitution
creators were ascetics who fought for the country's Independence.
They wanted to create a Constitution that would meet the expectations
of all. They resolved challenges through meaningful dialogue, high
level of debate and not through boycotts. They never let the prestige of
the temple of democracy go down," Mr Dhankhar said.

In an apparent reference to disruptions in parliamentary proceedings,
the VP said people will have no way to get their issues resolved
through discussions if Houses are not allowed to run.

"Why is there stress on the temples of democracy when dialogue can
resolve every problem? Elected representatives must perform their
duties faithfully, think of nationalism as their religion and Indianness
as their identity," he asserted.He said Constitution Day was being
celebrated for the last 10 years to make the new generation aware that
the country got freedom due to supreme sacrifices as well as to make
them remember basic rights and democratic duties.Observing the day
is also important to remember the "darkest hour" when Emergency
was declared on June 25,1975 by the then Indira Gandhi government,

leading to trampling of fundamental rights of citizens, he said.

Facts will come out: § Jaishankar on USAID's 'bad faith' activities in India

~Speaking at the Delhi

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said on However, the minister noted that suggestions
are emerging from the United States that

Saturday that the government is examining
statements made by the Trump

“there are activities which are in bad He added that the government is actively

push a narrative or a viewpoint,”
Jaishankar said.

» Jaishankar addresses claims of US

administration regarding
possible foreign interference in
Indian elections, asserting that
“facts will come out.”Speaking
at the Delhi University
Literature Festival, Jaishankar
addressed concerns raised after
US President Donald Trump
claimed that the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
allocated $21 million to boost
voter turnout in India. Trump
questioned whether the funding
was meant to “get someone else
elected.”Jaishankar, in
response to a question from
moderator Sanjeev Sanyal, a
member of the Economic Advisory Council
to the Prime Minister, acknowledged that
USAID was permitted to operate in India
“in good faith, to do good faith activities.”

investigating the matter. “As a
government, we are looking into it,
because such organizations have an
obligation to report. And, my sense is,
the facts will come out,” he
said.advertisement

Addressing an event in Miami on
Thursday (February 20), US President
Donald Trump questioned the USAID
funding of USD 21 million for voter
turnout in India and wondered
whether it was trying to get someone
else elected.

India on Friday said the revelations about
USAID funding for certain activities in
the country are "deeply troubling”" and
have led to concerns about foreign
interference in its internal

affairs.Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal, in response
to a query during his weekly briefing, had
said "relevant departments and agencies are

University Literature interference in Indian elections

» [rump alleged USAID spent $21
million to influence Indian polls

» Jaishankar says USAID operates in
India in 'sood faith’

Festival, Juishankar

addressed concerns
raised after US
President Donald
Trump claimed that
USAID allocated $21
million to hoost voter

looking into this matter"."We have seen
information that has been put out by the US
administration regarding certain USA
activities and funding. These are obviously
very deeply troubling. This has led to
concerns about foreign interference in
India's internal affairs," Jaiswal said.He
further added that the government is
actively looking into the matter, but
refrained from making a detailed public
statement at this stage.

faith.”“1 think some information has been
put out there by Trump administration
people, and obviously that is concerning. It
would suggest that there are activities
which have a certain objective out here to

turnout in India.

® @ <@ <& I T

y B I T ® @ @ @ B TN m @ @ @




TheResearchers’

RANCHI | 24 February 2025 I

The tryst with
destiny of Delhi’s
woman (ms

The surprise choice of first-time MLA Rekha Gupta
as the Chief Minister of Delhi has brought back the
focus on woman CMs in the national capital. A
buoyant BJP is showcasing Rekha Gupta’s
elevation as proof of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s thrust on ‘Nari Shakti’ and a reward for
woman voters who opted for the saffron party.

Rekha Gupta is the second woman chief minister of
the BJP (after Anandiben Patel in Gujarat) since
2014 and the only woman among the current CMs
in 20 BJP/NDA-ruled states and UTs. Considering
that women account for around 50 per cent of the
voting population, this is a dismal record.

We must also remember that Indira Gandhi became
prime minister way back in 1966, much before
many western democracies got a woman PM. This
highlighted the limited space for women in power
in their own country.The late Khushwant Singh
used to say that a significant presence of women in
political-public spaces consisted of the anglicised,
upper-class gentry of India and the working class
did not have the same ease and access to power as
the elite, upper-class women.

While the BJP under Modi is trying to change this, a
cursory look at all woman MLAs and MPs shows a
disproportionately high representation of dynastic
politicians as compared to the inclusion of
working class woman leaders.Yet, woman
politicians, just like Indira Gandhi, have been
successful in transforming politics in a big way.
Take Sheila Dikshit, for example. Sonia Gandhi
had turned to Sheila Dikshit in 1998 when the
glory of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajapyee was
on full display and Sonia Gandhi had just taken
over as Congress president.There was mild
rebellion over the manner in which her successor
Sitaram Kesri was dumped and how the General
Elections in 1998 had given the Congress lesser
number of seats than the post-Emergency 1977
Lok Sabha polls.Sonia was desperate to do
something spectacular to gain the confidence of
her own rank and file. Elections in Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan were round the corner. The
Delhi Congress unit was particularly in disarray,
sharply divided between supporters and
opponents of an ailing and aging HKL Bhagat.
Sajjan Kumar and Jagdish Tytler were not an
option as a sizeable Sikh population in Delhi was
against them on grounds of their dubious role
during the 1984 Sikh carnage.At a meeting of the
Indira Gandhi Memorial Trust held at 10, Janpath,
Sheila Dikshit’s name was proposed as Delhi CM.
While Sonia quickly came on board, Dikshit
required encouragement from K Natwar Singh to

Walls, chains & cheap labour: West’s hypocrisy on migration

While right-wing politicians in destination countries reap the electoral benefits of demonising ‘illegal” immigrants, their economies are in dire need of a cheap and docile foreign workforce.

Since the first US military aircraft carrying 104 deported
Indians landed in Amritsar on February 5, a slew of
comments has emerged in the Indian media addressing
the inhumane condition of the deportees' transportation
and the response (or lack of) of the Indian authorities.

Many heart-wrenching stories have been published about
the infamous dunki route taken by the deportees, the
sacrifice of their families, including selling land, to send
them abroad. Their socio-economic profiles and reasons
for migration have also been highlighted.

As a scholar who has worked for 25 years on the Sikh
diaspora, I found that though interesting, these stories
miss a very important point — migration is not per se a
criminal activity. It has been projected as a criminal
activity recently in the countries of destination of
migrants. In the US, it has been done mainly since 9/11.
But in Europe, the process had started
earlier in the context of the dismantling E'
of EU’s internal borders and the
fortification of its external ones.Indeed,
because of the seemingly unstoppable
wave of populist anti-immigrant
discourse and the resultant increasingly
restrictive border regimes, illegality,
criminality and a sense of threat have
become the dominant lens through
which the state in the destination |
countries sees migrants from the Global
South.Let me argue here that we should |
apply a different lens and try to change
the narrative around international
migration and humanise it. To start with,
we must change our terminology. Many
scholars and activists promote the use of
‘undocumented' migrants, which is a
more neutral term, instead of 'illegal'
migrants, which stigmatises and
criminalises mobile people.The lack of &
humanity and dignity during the
horrendous 40-hour journey of the
deportees, turbans removed, handcuffed and even leg-
chained like criminals is for all to see, except for the
Indian government, which seems to find not much wrong
with the criminalisation and dehumanisation of its own
citizens.

In contrast, Colombian President Gustavo Metro strongly
protested against the way the deportations were carried

Delhi seems to be a bid to placate the US government and
protect H-1B visas for skilled Indian migrants. This
narrative of skilled (read 'good', 'wanted') vs unskilled
(read 'bad', 'disposable') migrants is used in many
destination countries to exploit the latter and deprive
them of basic human rights.

In her book on the experience of foreign workers in Qatar

(Does Skill Make Us Human? Migrant Workers in 21st
Century Qatar and Beyond, Princeton University Press,
2021), US scholar Natasha Iskander argues that the
notion of skill is a political tool, defining the rights
foreign workers have

accessto.
While right-wing politicians in destination countries reap

the electoral benefits of demonising 'illegal' immigrants,
their economies — particularly the construction,

services and care sectors — are in dire need of a

vulnerable foreign workforce. 'Illegal migration' is not a
natural category. It is a political construct, an instrument
that serves a purpose: of disciplining and coercing a
docile and cheap immigrant labour force into accepting
what sociologists call 3 Ds (dirty, dangerous,
demeaning) jobs, shunned by the

out, stressing the need to treat the deportees with dignity national population.

and respect. Initially, he even denied entry to two US

flights before backing down, when threatened by Trump

of'a 50 per centrise in tariffs on Colombian imports.
Among the reasons for the lack of a strong response by

The hypocrisy of anti-immigrant rhetoric is probably best

exemplified by none other than Trump himself. As
reported by The Washington Post in 2019, his holding
company, the Trump Organisation, has employed for

nearly two decades dozens of undocumented Latin-
American construction workers at several properties
owned by the company. And, guess why? Because they
are cheap, hardworking and too afraid of deportations to
complain about a back-breaking, harassing work.

Here, one needs to understand why 'unskilled' men and

women from the Global South keep migrating to the
Global North despite the increasingly expensive and
dangerous journeys they are compelled to take due to the
stringent immigration policies enforced by the
destination countries.There are multiple reasons for the
life-changing decision that emigration entails. They
encompass a combination of push factors (socio-
economic or political conditions in the country of origin)
and pull factors (what attracts people in the country of
destination).To put it bluntly, one major reason lies with
the continuous economic and
demographic demand for cheap
migrant labour in the Global North
despite the anti-immigration rhetoric.
Take my own country, France. Who
looks after our elderly, who cleans
hotel rooms, collects garbage, builds
bridges, schools, housing complexes,
delivers our orders? Immigrants, of
course. And, many of them irregular.
They neither come to live on social
benefits nor to steal the jobs of the
French, as the far-right would have
it. Mobility is not a crime. It is a natural
human urge. Crossing an international
border shouldn't mean losing one's
basic rights and dignity. Migrants,
whether skilled or unskilled, are not
criminals.A hateful narrative
dehumanising immigrants has become
all too common in many western
countries. In a debate with Democrat
candidate Kamala Harris, Trump went
as far as to refer to Haitian refugees in
Ohio as "eating the pets of the people that live
there."Many people and advocacy groups oppose this
rhetoric in the West. They argue that border enforcement
policies are devastating for migrants, costly for the
country of destination and ultimately ineffective because
regardless of the risks, people will continue to move as
they have done throughout human history.In the case of
Punjabis, mass migration was triggered and organised by
the British rule to its own advantage. This colonial
engineering created a deeply embedded culture of
migration that no deportation, no border regime and no
walls will be able to uproot.

take up the challenging assignment. The rest, as
they say, is history.Sheila Dikshit rode high on the
rising onion prices and delivered Delhi for Sonia,
beating Sushma Swaraj who was the then BJP
chief minister of Delhi. If there was anyone more
stunned than Sushma Swaraj and Vajpayee, it was
HKL Bhagat and a section of the Congressmen
who had tried their level best to sabotage
Congress’ prospects. Sheila’s sincerity, appeal to
the great Indian middle class, simplicity and vision
for big flyovers, metros, malls and parks helped
her tide over all challenges.In 2016, however,
Sheila Dikshit faced a rather unsurmountable
challenge, when she was projected as the Congress
chief-ministerial candidate in Uttar Pradesh. Age
was not on her side as Sheila struggled to look for a
‘safe constituency’ for herselfin UP. Unlike Delhi,
the UP Congress unit was both defunct and
demoralised.Interestingly, Sonia relied on Sheila
Dikshit each time she faced a difficult situation. In
2012, when Pranab Mukherjee moved to
Rashtrapati Bhavan and P Chidambaram shifted to
the Finance Ministry, Sonia had toyed with the
idea of making Sheila Dikshit the Home Minister
y. But Sheila Dikshit reportedly declined the offer,
hoping to win Delhi for a record fourth time in
2013. ‘Kaun jaaye Dilli ki gallian chhod kar’ was
the refrain.But her calculations misfired when
Sheila lost her own election to a former revenue
service official, Arvind Kejriwal. Not only did she
miss the North Block bus, she also saw the
complete rout of the Congress in Delhi.

After 36 years in the Indian Police Service (IPS), followed
by four years in Romania as India’s Ambassador, [
returned in 1993 to Mumbai, where I was born and
where my father’s forebears had settled in the first half
of'the 19th century. I decided to accede to my dear wife’s
wish to “settle down” in our permanent home, refusing
offers that would require me to move out of the city.

My first thought after deplaning following a long journey
from Bucharest via Lisbon (to touch base with my only
uncle who had settled there) was to work for the
constabulary that lived in the Police Lines near my
permanent residence.One visit alerted me to the fact that
the perennial problems of alcoholism, domestic
violence and errant children were a thing of the past. The
constabulary was vastly more educated, with only
graduates having made the cut. In one sense, it reflected
the paucity of paying jobs in the private sector or, what
was more likely, a lack of skills required by industrial
houses even at junior levels. There was one other
dominant consideration that prompted cops’ children to
opt for a career in the police. That consideration was the
need to assure the personnel who were about to retire
from service of a roof over their heads in the ‘maximum
city’.If the sons and daughters managed to beat the
competition, the paternal ‘kholi’ would be allotted to the
new entrant as per the prevalent policy. That would
mean that the father would continue to stay in Mumbai
instead of being compelled to return to his village, where
his siblings and their families had already established
themselves.A far greater revolution had taken place. The
new entrants to the ranks had married educated girls,
many of whom were college graduates like them. The
fact that girls are opting for education beyond the high
school level is changing the entire dynamics of life in
police colonies and beyond.Not every woman is
employed, but the many who are have made a huge
impact on their living standards and the social outlook of

Haryana's Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)
programme was launched in 2015 with much
fanfare to address gender discrimination and
improve the state’s skewed sex ratio. A g
decade later, however, recent tragedies
expose the grim reality. Unable to bear the
weight of expectations for a male heir,
mothers of only daughters are succumbing to
societal pressure. The suicide of Kiran, a
mother of five daughters, in Hisar’s Raipur
village on February 14 is a heartbreaking
testament to this. While her family denies
direct pressure, her distress over not having a
son was evident. Similarly, Neelam, a mother
of four daughters, ended her life along with
two of her girls in January. These are not
isolated incidents but symptoms of deep-
rooted gender bias that no government
scheme has been able to eradicate.Despite
the BBBP initiative, Haryana’s sex ratio at birth (SRB)

On January 1 this year, my former PSO

Beyond slogans

Tragedy of mothers of only girls in Haryana

remains a concern, declining to 910 girls per 1,000
boys by the end of 2024 — the lowest since 2017. The

Uplifting stories of upward mobility

Go-getters are surmounting restrictions imposed by the deeply entrenched caste system

the family. They limit the number of their offspring and
send their only child or two children to English-medium
schools. About a decade ago, | was asked by some eager
parents to plead with principals of English-medium
schools to admit cops’ children to their institutions.
Many of them did oblige.My colleague in the IPS, D
Sivanandhan, when he was posted as
Commissioner of the Thane police,
opened a school in the Police Lines to
cater to policemen’s children in that city.
When he moved to Mumbai as the Police
Commissioner, I requested him to repeat
the feat here. He did try hard, but found it
difficult to locate a suitable and available
plot for the school in this overcrowded
metropolis.

(personal security officer) Rahul Laxman
Bhoj and his wife called on me. They
brought along their only child, a girl.
Rahul’s wife Swati is a software engineer
who probably used to earn more than him
before she became a mother and was
forced to take a break from work. Their
seven-year-old daughter, Ira, was clearly a
very intelligent child, full of confidence
and quick on the uptake. She impressed
me immensely. | am sure that with the
personal attention that the mother is giving the child, Ira
will turn out to be an asset not only to the family but also
to Maharashtra and the country.Karthik is the son of
Ramesh Wala, who sweeps the compound of the
building where my former colleagues and I stay. He had
been enrolled in an English-medium school, but his
ability to speak the language needed a huge boost. I
asked the boy to accompany me on my daily walk
around the building, speaking only in English. His skill

improved. He went on to enter a university and landed a
job as an event manager after graduation.It gives me
immense satisfaction to mention these upward mobility
cases that are helping to surmount the restrictions
imposed by the deeply entrenched caste system. Even
the four-centuries-old conversion to Christianity in Goa

had not made a proper dent in the caste configuration.
The priesthood was thrown open to all, but inter-caste
marriages continued to remain out of bounds. Ten years
ago, I met Bernardo, the son of the landless labourer who
had been allotted a small plot on my maternal
grandparents’ landed property in the Goan village from
where they hailed. He had worked in Dubai, earned a
tidy amount of dirhams, returned and built a proper
house to replace the mud hut that passed for his dwelling

persistence of such figures signals that while
awareness campaigns are loud, the societal
mindset remains resistant to change. The tragedy
extends beyond mothers. Newborn girls
continue to be abandoned, their worth
determined by outdated patriarchal
norms.Gender discrimination is not merely an
economic or policy issue; it is a societal failure.
Financial aid schemes like the Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana or Kanyadan Policy cannot
single-handedly erase centuries of entrenched
bias. The need of the hour is grassroots-level
transformation. Gender sensitisation in schools,
active male participation in equality movements
and strict monitoring of government schemes to
ensure that they reach the most vulnerable
families can make a difference. A decade after its
launch, the BBBP must move beyond slogans.
It’s time for Haryana to prove that its daughters

are not just being ‘saved’, but also truly valued.

place. His two daughters had studied in English-medium
institutions, graduated, done clerical jobs in Mumbai,
got married and made a better life for themselves than
their disadvantaged parents.

Bernardo offered me a beer. I asked him to share it with

me, but he would not. No amount of gentle persuasion
could make him change his mind. I said
we would drink to the fact that he had
educated his girls so well. Even that
was unable to do the trick.In contrast to
Goa, Bihar has much catching up to do.
After I broke the neck of my femur bone
five years ago and underwent surgery, a
famous physician, Dr Farokh Udwadia,
warned me of worse consequences in
case I fell again. I hired a boy from
Bihar to ensure that I did not fall. He
told me that he was a ‘Maha Dalit’. [
had not heard of any such category in
Maharashtra.Five months ago, he
approached me with tears in his eyes as
the village medical clinic run by the
government had detected a hole in the
heart of his recently born son. The
doctor in charge told him to take the
child to Delhi or Mumbai.The very fact
that the authorities have opened a
medical unit in one village of a cluster
was a great advance. One or two decades ago, the hole in
the heart would have gone undetected! Arrangements
for mother and son to travel to Mumbai were made. My
nephew, one of Mumbai’s leading cardiologists,
attended on the tiny one who has as much a right to live
as you and [.These are positive stories of progress that
should take my readers’ minds away from Uttarakhand’s
Uniform Civil Code and the installation of the new Delhi
CM.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.




The Researchers’

RANCHI | 24 February 2025 5

TR |

i TR 23|

BFE FECR|

w®e SRS g =GR,
ITTreY QAT Q@5
IR AR BF

AT 28 IBT *F, @%e IR g Bz
QI INTAY (YT @& NS AT AR
TMEICAT AR@ @F IR NS ST aBR®

QF T AS (T LIFT 21 AT 20 T g
Tt I8 | sieeord TenR I Rae=n
FE, MASS @ SHIRCE Bt (TH ITTUY
T (AT A AR FAT NS EARA IR
FTARF &G | 9T T, @& 79 g =B
NG T QI TICNCT S AT AT

@ SRIIET Q] FHATOT ~F, GIT Sieeat
=T W1 FrE=w | Arew Wen R
T SIGITR ITTATST JUNR! (NS CTHAR
Qg BT AT TR | TN Ieer=, ywa
W CNEAN @8 R e 9wy e |
M @ SRR e 9 @ Wl 9 o,
ST S et 18 AR AR AT
AN @O AT FACS BF IR | NH-@ 7
TMEASE QA ATNS TR @I 68 SheTS

ISR pfel el sitd
(P&l €Jol)
g3l @ feoral

- T HaR ARAT (RTST9R)

gqT Hersdl AsAT UGAT & a4 |

BTell BR ITSTT WSl dls &8 &+dT |

AT WYR DIl SRS AT AT |

TIg]T SaRdl gARI afcral AT AT |

Usel Usol dsdl gTd (ENERCIN

ddeN dqq gHXI hgd Tdd] U‘IICHF;|

SITST & AEIdl §A9 g, A d137TS |
Wferar =1 8 fOar &1 Wrge 37T |

fam & de1 o ame &1 o fHarr |

erseliud & <ludmt e Uiside & ofn
ﬂﬁﬁﬁsﬂﬁfﬁgﬁh@mﬁmaﬂ

Ts‘ﬁﬁ'fh e e Fi
ek HUA TSY 5 S
Hiegd fafiee (Qﬂéﬁ’l@)
FRA WA & TNeyH H
FHe ABA  FAfFfeR
(TERHTE) afEsHet &
e § ST T 9 g
3R feohrss shigen fenrEl siem
%mﬁﬁ?g@%lq§
eyt TR
TN % U B GSEe
T YPRAR I 3T AT e
wifen faeen 3R wEelt 3 3R
4 9 B PTG IF AS T
HhAdgeieh IR & fora|
Tg AR & EA 3R

FHIA HRIA GRS T STl
23 F1 fow & wh g e B
A FHEA HAHE o TR
T 1] fohT T EoehT EiTEd-
el THUHE YiSiEE
oftieh e fFenrEt &mar 25
frferer o &, FSe® 3 disiee
F T T § SSEE
GUR g7 21 T TRl & =]
B U Yl U 15 TR
H YHA g AO-M-TRES
(THSTIRR) T Jorelt TR

it o Teel 3 SR 4 FH = SMyfTR

B o T ST Y S i
AT ST o SgH 40
e e sl e A B §, S
e €9 § UReRd

F9 @l SART TR F WY
HGT HE ¢ HEe wed
% ARTEYA § THEETS o deH
el AT o Rd THEEE
Sl o forhTe sl reifieRar &
HERGESGIEPEER ik
T TRl e o T 17 TS

fergan 1 wefdfa & g1 82
AT & ol 99 8
TFE UREeEE R &
forfirer =ronl 9 & 3R 3% o1t 2-

e 24 wead ol dou-foas
@l 19di fioed el Bear

T

T fo@n vt R
oq 24 ®ell & @R &
ARTAR H drew-fohee &t 193t
fored ST 31| 39 <A 9.8
FAIs | ofuw AR @

9.8 Tels & Jiftd
i o S | KG f

22,000 S Y 21Uk & T
BEAIAOT HT Y BRml W
fFam s ffa (-
fFam) Ao, 24 wREd
2019 1 Y& H & Th Had
& AT, e @8d 6,000
T3 Y fore uReR =l aiftfes
o @ Yem wat @
FHfY HACH H TWE H FTaRn
T o e frem TwE AR
F 194 frEd 24 WY H
AT g T SR e
& T H T e & Ay
FEAiaia @t ST diem-
fFom a5 & Twd
FREEE % B8 9 R & T

&, S TR & formr it fordra
TR i AT R W g 3
ey § Hy wAeE, 9Rd
THER FR WA 3R S

S &l W1 Y HaAer wiR
w9 B gC ot U fREEt
I e & oY FRER Jore &
W@ ¢ 3R 3y & arem |

198 freqd Um FE T
foremi =l ST =g T §1 194
fored S0 89 | R 2.41
Fe Afeen framl wfed 9.8
Fg U it foram e

[ R, S} W oy & e 9

22,000 S T Y 2AfeR i
W&rﬁﬁammﬁm

3 ol # =] A H AF B
TFIHEl & 06 §9 9§ Th
FIA 3R TR & ST
FEA TR AE & ¥ H
I 9T 2 S H o
G T % FERE § F
@ e € e ga § gER
SR T N, T H Frwet F
%l B BN O ANST T &
R ZHISE T o & T
31R W il U H GER gol
1 it 1 TUERT ¥ HUR gl
&, e wiemwr oiR JeH

T 21 TsF e W fref
amgs‘% @ ot = A
I & &

UGt 3R Sfofet B B R
I |

T

% et siaih T/ w
Fed et Y HE B S W
iR % se 3Re] ®R | Pd
AR 5t & < 3 feR,
o feed o 99t 94.72 T
T e 7o S 87.62 T
e H e
R IR S F SER, ;A
T Yot 3R STt il il

TeFAT 70.25 R Ui e
R 37 T T We A S
FEE 0.24 i i e &
wmzsﬁwuﬁrézam

e slsan 4 ¢ uﬁaﬁ?,aazaﬂ?
zﬁmaimaa]s 2024’ 311 fhe

aﬂaéaum@aaﬁuailmaasﬁiuﬂz
fasT<eT ®eon 200 ®els o1 fder

Tohe™ STATRAtel sl SRR
TIUT I SIS, TR 3N
T & A ¥ daRH H
oW ST €1 39H Wi
TereeT,

éawgq?sﬁ@

foeT & TR W Aa e
FA T ST deifud
T a1 faum 9de & s
& WY § 22 Fl ek Tt
TEE A o e 33 TR €

Goverment of Inda
I Ministry of Statistcs and
& Programme [mplementation

A W SRl 3R

e & S A

% faemer Wit &1 3@
A o® T T &
wgaﬁtqwaﬁﬁﬁﬁaw

3R Fremes @< &l
w%@ T & STeifeh e
fergeior 3 Tmeg-aneia Hifa
frofor @1 T =1 & fom

@ ety wg=r gffea @t
HIcEEER] o
TR 2T F Sl ARl
I A g T8 Tod T
qiferh gomelt SR
T 3R goEferd w1 &
fau wiferent @R wrEERe
FETIT WA & U
T o Y W B

R3S & [d AR Afbdid o
VeIl & TEH Hfad-2 e

raT o fearl o Serar fyeft a1 arf ARl i géraé?@a'rﬁqa
¢ _ | TS T o F oot BT T & AT AT Y- O T 30 WX 10 Wex I 8 faeett| o o o A T
3= G ¥Rel Y&l B REgear | TR () | MRS A & AR T AR A UF o, S G 6 G Aeie T Teer % e SO (SREeTE) % T TR mmmmﬁra:emw
el TR orgEr wEa I T 0 % GRS ST T e o ST WG U R 9 si PRRd aEA Swe 8wl gem  YRoH a9 B TR AR O A SFe IR o
"""""" oIt 3 8 o1 oTeyfTR  veal % O WRREd §1 A S fatwior g & foed fed aﬁwf&wﬁaqﬁrm A B g -2 T Sew el T, Hwed i
fafrior Gferen F1 BRAR #3434 ESeH R ok W] ST T ¥ gfig anl 39 Woeed F1 WS o T ®1 SR Rl
N PN N % R0 200 FIS T % AN Tl % A ol A F PR 1 Sed REE S g o O o e g et WU A & e %
Y XGRSl B A AAE | | oyt g omt W AW 3 A A AT AR S TR S TAOR %, S e % fw S W9 A A
ASHT B eIl B9 o ISET SIS AT | a@fﬁmﬁa?aﬂ%ﬁﬂ &Y B ufEeEel % oH-me freR fafwor wenel w SR fifeTer shed-1 dien e o
- . @ @ R S fr ol B T wdem, WA SiR oA 31 81 g6k aifdfe, 80 Wiwa  Sef e B TN
RE ey WIRR AT AR T ForT | TGS 69 o W Sfeftiie SRR U &9k S T &1 ol S8 &6 & 0 Seo- 9 iftr Toeied & 91 e e TR # s wffa
BTCll TR JAEET WSAT GATs Hgd T | forere & PRI ST O % R o7 Wi oM ¥ wW ol Wewel WOR  H, % Saed @1 70 Wfoww S S e e e,
ForoFe T g8 YRR A el SR & T 1 1 O T ST & PO § e oft R oft e w w fmm  Whmed & MR Wi | ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁr#wﬁmaw,
AR i a T PR v feRen T ®1 SR e R ST PR T 81 SR FE OIS % WM SRR % 40 UIehId S, IEUCH  oEUEy  (JeEE) &
e AdkiE e ts call 3 T 300 Fs & FAW & o forprel e For A R e for foreafia gforen & o oo @ atfers <9t ) Foerfe frn s (Rema®) (zﬁn‘—r:so) Edl W%‘WW 2%
OF AGVELTISIENES Catl Us WA N W F WY A FH H RN GRF T i B A A 31 SR e 7 o v TR 9o -2 & e A g e el § 8
fafmlor = W w1 SR R 9 e A oK e W ST % % O eRd wEdew AR ok wﬁwgﬁm § &1 ST P TR e A
9431744001 IRG F oS ol el B EEN A W § oA el o i 3 for Tt e, e -y ol & e off wifgg TR TG § Gl Bl | Seetee
AW TgH % U FE A e g d R R R 16 W) o SR 140 WX S W o deifE iR Wwﬁﬁ‘r&ﬁﬁs o wfteria T 3 o e
giergal % Y ¥ T § ot [N GE o oo O % S0 Wi € sireien et § sl s Wﬁm*m Yo o &9 H 7 &9 9 forg,
mail4daily@gmail.com e o1 ¥ W g 30,000 Wik o o og (R SR Hiege % U o6 o 391 o Wecr o e Siod % w0 # wrid §1 wm, e il
oo o forg Sfa %2 & S, forad el ol % g GEIC ¥ R 9 @ TE o 8 SHferpfies SR & SIGER & H
L} v -
TolZH3 ol ScRkic, UfSiap] weu foied “fioma dist 3ife 057 7o
h Ui 1 etaee
2024 1%5211 SISt fshs’ [WHR A T i e o
?TCZIE - dfdieTong Hecre &
LS %! T AU et §1 S TS Sl YT AT §1 SWERd  Hewiqul SN Sl Tk T 2 fedn  Sges Wy 3@@
qﬁﬁ@lﬁf@aﬁaﬁi H Hareer, 327 e USfodt ol Haer/favm wéa & foiw 9 W@ﬁﬁm g ke o 3THE TS fSied @l 159 EE?I@IUWI 4
FEFH O A Fer-wAf W R ST USTECAT Ffsi Sfe s g1 oo wiREn
(THsimEdemg) & wRdE T,  ugEr e H fose ot oifw feke fomTst ot ST & e
WE wifeE  wEeE 3 GAT-STMIRE AR G A @ G R T di7 & B B 3
(TIe|sl) 4 2024 & ! 1 gl o et ofehr & fSed il 98 R e S0 3 Ao ST R 3
T S 3R HfSTeR TUE ¥ Ministry of Statistics fatrer 21 Tl ST Th THRE § Y oo ot 3 et B S
YHI foFal €1 o8 T S & Programme Implementation U T WO SO & (oAl TR SR o st ol o o7t T & o
Hfe frmifarel, Meerdiet, SEi fe i varnmont BE Iridis w1 U footen fpn mn € ok e & e wEER s _ AR A
S ST % R Ge A i W I R AU WP 5 ISR ARE 3 T 7 ] ;ﬁ" e 5 | ®
T 1 S o o e, 3i i & T TR fR N SUHes WY T TG R & A
e 40 TAARR SR o & S ¥ @ feauweR w1 Afen age ¥ freaia w0l q "o e @ g
TH 270 IR T TeEa T SRR foret T Tt S TReERY g % forg Y| TR, S S
% Hera F TH A fecerer 39 Sie & siady o feen T 31 o ot 6 gl , | T SR R i e
oo Y, Toreen, foem, gm, o7 WEM FA B A FE 3T Edl 6 TR WA W TRT R Tohdl & 3R T e T A e 91 W " 3 R
T R, e, TSR e ST, U8 ST WIE ¥ A% Ued TWhN S I TRERHI 3 % SN H AveE  Bifee i &, o e e : HUSA I Th o Teed
=, SifeRT 3iR 37 & Wit 3R WHR & I Te e FA MR WA T WRA F T T R ?ﬂwﬁsﬁmm—{mw MR ST AT &l H 3T ot oiR die fmfor §  Wemddy (W) wHRMa
%lqam%aagwagéaﬁ g 1 foifa w81 JE e wifer uvnEﬁ F MR WA Y SR deEee SOR & T §1 S WRifah T O T G 3.9 IS U TE WG o ®9 A Tfed S sfem s g &%
T e iR g foilm o forecio o Aifq i & fow sAM & vl @ e &1 W Suersy 1 T & FRO THSsH I AGH A H RN G, Wy & W H gl A TRt & s &
= @w@? forer el AT T o
TR 1 ST I
PG ol Pifclel IRl W B oIhd, BE Pl 1.56 PRAS RPBs fGa—n 5o
e T St Res @ dfad o ol g 9 e | e T ST o ST A foRel ool B SR S AR B T H o T REHE gy ;;%T;g
feram T emi i Flemd Foies fdw # FRm I s EbR TR B e § T 9, O W T 81 3 e o e % wY =0t 3 T o R Ty wT
T T Fg wER & FHEF STRHI AT, W ST WA o foIamT 3 &eft e O e FaRT d A SRS A aea g iR Ty @ A Seidin v R # N P
INNeT Al % fowm ud o fm WA % wife dell @ smE-siaa Tore H SR B A ST frgy uRomm giafad gul o s S T § SR ST = 3 B
(Seirefie) 7 e &9 # 600 STIER T8 Ted BRI 5N A8 G 1M e feamn € SUHT YRRl % SR HeheHelsl § Uec i HOEH  HHH G H WHA H o e AP FRAAN A
T offrh IicaRl oiR B & ITIET Redee (THETe ) & ST Bt ok ferd faai b e foferd &, AR & VEEdl Hw OFHHE w el Sl ©iRd 9 & for WW S
fau 1.56 wUg o T H  EEH T TS H T WEEd & F o Y, IRt Rws it R H HHAE B % U S T Y e B oet W 9 ST Soueie R A e E“'aﬂ?a e
fre o R %1 A @ wd g, e foare ot sifer fore e R fermr A S % A o Aee O Heg ) 2 ol ol S A % R gt (00, 90w feer
firferet e, SoiitmRa i ol WM % o0 Ok gt g off T A fon & e aw S &1 TE ST S HE BEAR % U w31 i e g PO T W @ S
3 FEHH & fAu wiferm  ubRer @b gfaer uem @l e IEi I SREER A i oA AR W@ H G H WEh iR et fbed WeH  URGRId, SEERE e pE- PR & O W o 3 T
Feif & ARG 3T BN F O G HE G FRAL T ST e Y 9 iR T TR B T N H T R 31 7 S BRI T Y e R g w % O (B ST w9 9 afere
TER! e T g PR B A1 ST Sened, 30§ Feer wwom, W wer o T S WA S 1S O ¥ [ RS W g AU iR fere e SR S e i S w7
foremli iR oIl bt UTe A % el A1 TE AT U WreEshl STl SRR Bl ST T T % WreAH i B ¥, o ur o o fedi B e o ot 31 e B 1 IR |

® @



The Researchers’

T 9EE GEERA © | 3R W A TR e H
YR Y SRAR W F R A A A o 39 g b
TS H ST HeTel ok 11 R F | 3 g e fea
& T o TR T 9T S S gt % foe st
S €

Nyhavn, Copenhagen

ST H 99 39 e § 17 3R 18 v
Y &1 e h T T 39 IR Gt Rl o
T 9% A |

Buenos Aires, Argentina

TSI % 79 TR | & ael (La Boca ) A i
ST B SN 31 ol RS 3 e WeTeR # 1 et 3 <Ami
J IO SE-TSG o FIRT W FTE ok GHA 3R 9 g
Tt Y g & X =R 1R WtRd) o B |
St. John’s, Newfoundland and
Labrador, Canada

e S EE e, TSR i AT 2 | T HAE
%mww% ﬁwsﬁmmoowm%u

T VT 1 SAfeheereR 5igd & FRIeT € Riifer T e
T STETST % S 319 R % I Tk 1 g 9, e

TG Y R B ST H Te= S ek | 6 9 ¢ foR
IR 3 G R

Valparaiso, Chile

TG R 991 TR W, forelt w0 Yo ik
il g 2 | T@i A 3 s fpefefadt e =R
I - 0§ S R

Izamal, Mexico

79 WX & TRt fadik A fean e © i i
ol SARAl A g St drel 31 Sershdl 81 TR ¥ 1
T 3R AEHER % =4 3R T TR 56 WL
et B SR S €
Wroclaw, Poland

39 IR § el >
ifehT 3 YT I T GreX 9 B, Fei o - 5K
SN QR SISO 1 T S |

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

2010 H FISiel St TR = K3 1 sfeii ol w
I hTH [ foRdT A1 31T 81 ohl Sl Toh S8l 1 4T
feram e o T ¥ 1 39 3k W 3 2REeq i i
o T 2 |

Jodhpur, India

XA o TR H 1 SHER e 31 & el o
Y HURT 7 | Fel ok TRT 3R THRA! 1 et o 1 F T
T € | 3 I SR ok TS 9RER Y R o | et
L7 % 1 e 3 v, v SR Sfeeral 1 G e B

Pattaya, Thailand

Tz H Gl o Al € € olfeR T8l o gaal &
& et o o SR st o &1 'l R ek
Breet i HE T H 0 T S W T B G
e T I ST B |
Burano Island, Italy

IR 3MEele o 519 T H o 59 ek & Hiesh U
3R e & oifer <Ed f GEgRd Tel H TR & S
G T A e €| 78 @ o 7e § e
ngﬁﬂfﬁaméﬁwaﬁwaﬁm%nﬁm
Hhd B

RANCHI | 24 February 2025 6

el = e T A < A e AR
STHT B TET 2 | ST YRl o otk <hd 70l
TR 1 TR SR sge W Se-sheiterE # o gan
21 3 oft 9 A g W st 9 €t oifeRm

APEeell Aip

At % wrede Tl el ah e
Wl T e 2, el A g e v
fred g1

A FaR H er T TR MR E, T A9 D
Ami B ol o) & e 3 gt s W T e
e ST €| e el I g E vfas € =1 TeeR S Aol i Tohish # feord T
318 Tole A il o Sar Ueh aifeX el i e e 21
D i
< % qin S % T e # R Gs
TeZ ek ST 1300 Fiel GO B | el o U et ureh H ford 3 et st
qobs Bt TG % o R 8 ST ST R 1
I b
f5r % wR T # feura 3w R0 % e
T TTRIST H A T R T o W R il H H Uk Jehie ok
Jev A gret Aferren! o Teh = H e )
RS A=A
fore =t 9000 Tret quH 39 |t H 1903 H o
TR hehTet e o | eH T i o g8 A el TR 3R & TSl § ford 39 3ia o Ten
siet e ) ol IRum 7 T R Y e el I B |
AfAIRTR b efftee gel
FARF R u iR @s 1943 e o o ftree qot <6 formfor e T
TS o9 i o8 9 g8 A T T8 W g AT

TR el & U 3R selfern o Sétehmen gid &
fEFRI R U W e 1 2R | e @ 5 O
A T T 1 < T 8 R R e
I B | ST-STerT WSt 7 Fier aredt 3 et b
TET o RIS ST S T 310 BTl H AR e B 1
ST I 9 d1el 39 19 ol T S H 3 s
1 T 3 ol SEmTe o STt e, T i el €1
Tl B o HRUT I § 3 S5 & oS TRIR § <l
21 T o ST A e ST @ 3R Hifret deh e
Y g VI

e o il SATERYT 3 TERIReE F9 3 Tk
Y HT A A ST WAET Feekie AwH 21 T8l &
Teethol- a3 SigTered “9Fe Wreh S
e AT LR R e
ot ST Wehelt © | 39 TR i Tl o o fore sttt &
3 5 ok ol T T AT Sl € | Zohgeh, e S
fer e ot e ) Qrefere = e Bt @
3R g Tl T TG STHE T8 oR ST |
o ufew aret T MEr AR H
g ¥ T © IR gEe o
TEAT AR TR SEIHTE T STell
21 ga Ued g oréele #
AT TS off IUH IIG A AR,
shelfed], ke § B §T
e o | et SR T AR
THH AR TS AOGR B

I HH F T E el % S B TEA H
ST T Y AR | T Tk Bl W B H

i oft B STl e B i el Hehd €, -
et Ofetthe % T R 9 TR € 3R 4

3T 1 e oft e Wk 7 W, -~
oEete Hiel R ZREE A R el =
21 7 <irel O S 3 el ST
W ER W HA N T I I
e # T e ¥
ST T H T Y TN ek i
3 2 ! firercll B | 919 o wieted o
T G % HR B Gelai+eh o 3R
F=1 v I S W Sre el ufgy, e STl
foTT TT57 1 SO B | FE-ae) S IR w9 hi 1 b

CEIEIEES
@ © fF

ST Gfewnsit areft PR % B Y ff acie H AM ded B W |
BTl Y e AT ST S A ¢ | VI A B SHe Wy

4

BIg shelfedn § o Uh IR A R IR IH F faw. AR A A

ST SHH & TEAHTe] i ¢ | 38 o8l i SR A

W A I A %

T 3T R 39 \ \
o el < T R | Fhelfed % SR s H 5 AN R he vedn 2l

B3 Ve D AAIoTl JAa3ft A ¥ ¢, T, EdT3 STarST | 9gd AR BT

fohu &1, cifdher ol Tt 3t 2, ZIRRIT 31 3e i Ule TR Fard i 82 oIRIG
&l | gfera o H U7 5 WRI STE & STal glReel bt fdegped 3Tetizd
3iCIST H OTER et I Aichl fo7eTd & Sil dIhs Uab 31etT &

Tl o B 1 2, 7, -

£l v
*h—mm

Ziauie Tii(S ) =1 Hee o Fehd & | Tfed ik werel
W TGS ST el 39 T T Sgd W B @ fred v
1 Q) T A FE TR A U T A4S T &1 S
ol T HoIER S Bl @ foh 3 TBTS], Tgehi & Srelrel
e T oft STt foRT ST HeRd & | 981 % o 24 feRdt
THTESTEET 4 Bl 371 & HoleR Tel € | 1-fef,
foaif oeeg @ik 9 dred A gt g8 o TareHmen §
feeteh ZiEAIE % folg, geamTer i Sl @ f “Ferehe
T 3 TH Y YHRT S S | R S8 Sl oot i
e Y AR N 38 el 99 % AR R o S8l A
21 -9 TETS W THY TR B I Bl 2
Teel S B TR 3R i o o e e @ gafe
39 o 99 FeT S TR | Wi TareHen | gey
T -1 <t 3 =i O Bl ¥

TFAGRUH BT 21 6t 0 & 31191 55 ol #HoTl e 3R o
fpa foreTar &, 39 ST=i9t 31k S1q 9t S o1 Al foret ot
UP AR SAUR AL el dl geidl 21

=efiele e I THAER FRA B A= ® E A T

Owned by PACE (Peoples Assocaition for Charity & Edification), Printed & Published by Ashis Kumar Sinha, on behalf of PACE, Printed at DB Corp. Ltd., Near Forest Range Office, Lalgutuba, Ranchi, Jharkhand-835303. Published at Ranchi, 23 - East Jail Road, Lalpur, Ranchi,
Jharkhand. Pin 834001. Editor: Ashis Kumar Sinha. *Editor as per provision of Section 7 of PRB Act. | RANCHI:- RNT - JHAMUL/2016/75465 1 email: mail4daily@gmail.com I Call: 9234942222 / 9334220098 I All disputes will be subject to Ranchi Court I
web: www.theresearchers.us ; epaper: www.epaper.theresearchers.asia I

& & N T T T T



TheResearchers’

NEWS BOX

Hero to villain Dubai set to
play defining role in Babar
Azam's career once again

New Delhi. On Sunday, February 23, senior
Pakistan batter Babar Azam will once again
step onto Dubai International Stadium
against India. The last time that Babar played
India at an ICC event in Dubai, the match
made him an international icon and a hero to
millions of Pakistanis across the world.

In the 2021 game, Babar scored a brisk 68*
against India, helping Pakistan secure their
first-ever win in a World Cup match against
India. Babar, the captain of the side, became
the apple of the eye for the nation and the
cricket board. Of course, he was also adored
by fans across the world.Fast forward to
2025, Babar Azam, now removed from the
post of captaincy, returns to the stadium once
again. The conditions of Babar's return are
drastically different. Since his win in 2021,
many might argue that Babar lost his way in
international cricket. Once lovingly dubbed
as the 'King', Babar has not only failed to
fulfil the promise, but many might say that he
has overstayed his welcome in the Pakistan
team.Since the highs of the 2021 and 2022
T20 World Cups, Babar Azam's career has
gone downhill. Even though Pakistan

reached the final of the 2022 World Cup,

Babar was criticised for his poor batting in
the tournament. Since then, the criticism has
only compounded on Babar, under whom
Pakistan crashed and burned in the 2023 and
2024 editions of the ICC events.After Ramiz
Raja's departure from the Pakistan Cricket
Board, Babar lost his impunity and, with
that, his captaincy in all three formats of the
game. They say that you either die a hero, or
live long enough to become a villain. It rings
true for Babar as well, as he simply failed to
upgrade himself in the rapidly shifting
landscape in all three formats of the game.
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Champions Trophy: Five Talking Points shaping
up India vs Pakistan blockbuster clash

w-India and Pakistan are set to
clash on February 23

«India have had an upper hand
over Pakistan in recent fimes

«Pakistan's unpredictability
makes the contest exciting for
fans

New Delhi. The stage is set for the two cricket
nations to set the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 ablaze with some riveting action as |
ndia and Pakistan will lock horns on Sunday,
February 23 at Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, Dubai. The two heavyweights have
been involved in several memorable fixtures
over the years leaving the fans enthralled
through their remarkable performances on
the field. The upcoming game also promises
to live up to the expectations of the fans with
both teams full of big names capable of
turning matches on their own. As the
‘mother of all battles’ draws closer, there are

several factors which makes the high-
voltage clash even more exciting as fans
wait with bated breath for the arch-rivals
to collide.

1. Battle of the Two Superstars

Over the years, India vs Pakistan game has
been seen as a battle between India’s
great batting strength and Pakistan’s
fiery pace attack. However, since 2021
the match has been an opportunity to see
two batting stalwarts namely Virat Kohli
and Babar Azam going up against each
other.

Ahead of the upcoming fixture, the duo hasn’t
been in the best of forms as Kohli has scored
just one half century in his last six innings.
On the other hand, Babar has been under
scrutiny for his poor strike rate. Hence, it
remains to be seen which one of the two will
be able to rise under pressure and help his
team get over the line in the all-important
clash.

2.The Spin Conundrum

India have selected five spinners in their 15-
member squad while Pakistan have just one
specialist spinner in their team. As was seen
in the first match in Dubai, they managed to
get a lot of purchase out of the surface as
batting in the middle overs under lights was a
herculean task even for a set batter.Spinners
are expected to dominate the upcoming

fixture as well, which leaves India in a fix,
who had their X factor Varun Chakravarthy
warming the bench in the first game. Will
India ponder unleashing him against
Pakistan, which will give the wrist spinner to
make amends for his horrible outing against
the arch-rivals in 2021. On the other hand,
Pakistan will rely on Abrar Ahmed to control
the game in the middle overs and will attack

having won 52 out of the first 85 ODI
matches played between the two teams,
the dawn of the new century has
completely turned the tables. The Men in
Blue have been successful in giving a
counter punch to the arch-rivals more
often in the past 23 years as they hold the
edge over them since 2003 with 28 wins
out of the 50 matches.The battle became
one-sided from 2010 onwards with India
thumping Pakistan 12 times out of the 17
matches. To further add to the
dominance, the Men in Blue have won
seven out of the last eight completed
matches between the two sides. Hence,
while Indian fans had to suffer several
heartbreaks in the 80s and 90s, they finally
have a had a lot to cheer in recent times and
will be once again rooting for the same in the
upcoming encounter.

4. Never count out Pakistan

with their three-pronged pace attack of Pakistan have a reputation of being one of the

Shaheen Afridi, Haris Rauf and Naseem
Shah with the new ball. It remains to be seen
who will reign supreme in the spin vs pace
battle.

3.India’s dominance in recent times
In the 73-year-old rivalry, both teams have

dominated each other in different phases.
While Pakistan were a force to reckon with
for the first 24 years (1978-2002 in ODIs)

I7-year-old Mirra Andreeva scripts history
to become youngest WTA 1000 champion

«Mirra Andreeva won the Dubai

Tennis Championships

«Andreeva beat Clara Tauson 7-
6 (1), 6-1

run, Andreeva will also make her debut in
the top 10 of the WTA rankings at No.9
when the new rankings come out."I'd set a
goal for myself'to be in top 10 by the end of
the year. Now it's the end of February, and
I've already made it, so this is something

Swiatek, Marketa Vondrousova and Elena
Rybakina on her way to winning the
tournament."So I'm just really happy that I
could manage and deal with the pressure.
And now it just feels amazing... This is
something I dreamt of and now my dream
came true so I'm just, I'm
speechless right now. Lastly, I
want to thank me for never

most mercurial teams in the sporting history.
On their day, the Men in Green are capable of
surmounting highest of obstacles to stun the
fiercest oppositions. On other occasions,
they look like club team being forced to play
up against international stars. Hence, only a
novice would dare to count out Pakistan as
the cricketing fraternity is well aware of their
unpredictable nature.

Pakistan Cricket
chief hopeful of win
vs India: We are
fully prepared

New Delhi. Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)

Chief Mohsin Naqvi has backed the national
team to pull off a crucial victory against India
as the two arch-rivals lock horns in the
highly-anticipated Champions Trophy clash
on February 23. While Pakistan will be under
pressure to keep their semi-final hopes alive,
India will enter the contest with momentum

Will This be the End of Babar's Superstardom?

How bad is Babar's bad patch? Is it as bad as
people make it out to be? Maybe?

Once a mercurial batter, Babar Azam last

quitting and always believing in
myself,” Andreeva
added.Andreeva found herself in

on their side.Pakistan’s campaign started on a
disappointing note after their 60-run loss to
New Zealand in the tournament opener on

«Andreeva will also make her

scored an ODI century in 2023 - against
Nepal in the Asia Cup at home. His last
century away from home came way back in
2021 - against England.His records in Test
cricket have not been any better either. The
batter scored his last home and away red-ball
hundred back in 2022 against New Zealand
and Sri Lanka, respectively.The horrible
patch of form saw Babar get sacked from the
Test team earlier in 2025 when England
toured Pakistan for a 3-match series.

Virat Kohli vs Babar Azam:
A tale of 2 'kings' looking
to break out of form slump

New Delhi. When you talk about the greatest
batters of the modern era, two names come to
your mind. The all-conquering 'King of
Indian cricket', Virat Kohli, has achieved
major feats across all three formats of the
game. Then Pakistan found their own king in
the form of Babar Azam, who has gone from
strength to strength since his debut in 2015.

Kohli broke Sachin Tendulkar's record for the
most hundreds in ODIs during India's march
to the final of the 2023 World Cup, while
Babar became the fastest to 6000 runs in the
50-over format. Both men went on to captain
their sides to varying success and have been
pillars in the batting lineups for their teams.
However, things weren't great for both men
coming into the much-anticipated India vs
Pakistan game in Dubai on Sunday, February
23.Kohli hasn't scored a hundred since the
2023 World Cup and Babar has been
slammed massively for his intent to score

runs during high-pressure games. So what's
been going wrong for both the stars and what
do they need to do? Let's start with Babar.

Where is the intent?

This has been the biggest criticism of Babar in
the past few years, especially in the white-
ball format. If you look at the New Zealand
game, the 30-year-old had a simple job and
that was to put the pressure early on the New
Zealand bowlers. This role of senior player
was amplified as Pakistan lost Fakhar Zaman
to injury. So the tone had to be set by Babar
early on, but what he did was essentially hold
his team back.And mind you, this is a man
who has scored 3 T20I hundreds and has hit
447 boundaries and 73 sixes during his 128
matches in the format. And all these
hundreds came while he was batting as an
opener. So the 30-year-old clearly knows
how to take the attack to the bowlers and take
apart attacks with his elegant shots. But the
New Zealand game saw him go into a shell,
with Salman Agha and Khushdil Shah's
knocks helping them to get to a respectable
total in the end.

top 10 debut in the rankings

New Delhi. 17-year-old Mirra Andreeva
scripted history after becoming the
youngest-ever WTA 1000 champion since
the introduction of the format back in 2009.
On Saturday, February 22, the teenager won
the Dubai Tennis Championships after
beating Clara Tauson 7-6 (1), 6-1 in the
grand finale.

She also became the fifth player to win her
maiden WTA 1000 title in Dubai. The others
are Venus Williams (2009), Elina Svitolina
(2017), Barbora Krejcikova (2023) and
Jasmine Paolini (2024). After her dream

incredible for me. I'm just super happy with
the way I was playing today. I was hella
(very) nervous. I think you could see it
during the match with all those double
faults, some mistakes,” Andreeva
said. Andreeva punched above her weight to
beat three Grand Slam champions; Iga

early trouble after dropping her
serve to go 0-2 down, but earned
the break to make it 2-2 and took
the set into a tie-breaker.
Andreeva stayed unbeaten in tie-
breaks this year, winning the first
six points.

The second set was a completely
one-sided affair as Andreeva
stormed to a 5-1 lead. During this

while, Tauson took a medical time-out and
also threw her racket on the ground in
frustration. Sensing victory, Andreeva
stepped up to serve for the title and clinched
it as Tauson's return sailed long on her
second championship point.

Who said what after Josh Inglis helped
Australia secure record win vs England

«Australia won the match by 5
wickets

«nglis starred with the bat as he
scored 120 off 86 balls

«Australia will next face South
Africa on February 25

New Delhi. Josh Inglis was the star of the
show for Australia as they scripted
history in the Champions Trophy on
Saturday, February 22. Chasing a target
of 352 to win, Australia were able to
chase down the target in 47.3 overs with
Inglis top scoring for them with 120 not
out. He received helped from Alex Carey,

who scored 69 and Matthew Short, who
played a fine knock of 63. This was the
highest run-chase in the history of ICC
events in the 50-over format.England
were put into bat by Steve Smith and after
some early success, it was all England in
Lahore. Duckett scored a sensational 165,
the highest score in the history of
Champions Trophy, to power his side to
the monumental score. Joe Root chipped
in with 68 and there were useful cameos
from the lower order as well. Australia's
chase was in some trouble when Carey
and Inglis came together and the duo put
on 146 runs to ensure the Aussies were in
a strong spot. Glenn Maxwell then put the
finishing touches along with Inglis, who
hit the winning runs and was adjudged as
the Player Of The Match.Speaking after

the win, Inglis said he was over the moon
with the win and there wasn't a lot of
discussion going on in the Australia camp
at half time."Yeah, over the moon
obviously. Great win. We knew it was
tough to come up against England. 350, a
lot of things need to go right to chase it
down. So happy with how things went.
There wasn't too discussion much at the
half time. We knew it was going to be
tough with the dew around. It was always
going to be bette to bat under lights," said
Inglis.Inglis said that he wasn't looking
too much at the scoreboard and knew that
they wanted to ensure Maxwell coming in
to play the finisher's role in the final 10
overs. The Aussie batter said that he will
take a lot of confidence heading into the
next few games.

Meanwhile,

February 19 in Karachi. This defeat not only
extended their losing streak against the Black
Caps—marking their third straight loss since
the Tri-series—but also left them in a
precarious position in the group stage.
Speaking to the media ahead of the
blockbuster encounter, Naqvi expressed full
confidence in the team’s ability to turn things
around. He emphasised that despite the
pressure, Pakistan had the firepower to stage

acomeback.

Champions Trophy: Full Coverage | Points

Table

With each team playing only three group-stage

matches, the clash against India has now
become a virtual must-win game for the
Mohammed Rizwan-led side.

India heads into the fixture
brimming with confidence after a dominant
victory over Bangladesh in Dubai on
February 22. The Rohit Sharma-led side
produced a clinical all-round performance,
strengthening their position in the group and
making them favorites for the upcoming
clash.For Pakistan, the road ahead is
anything but easy. Their net run rate suffered
a significant blow after the New Zealand
loss, further complicating their qualification
chances. Adding to their woes is the injury to
key batter Fakhar Zaman, who famously
dismantled India in the 2017 Champions
Trophy final. His absence leaves a major void
in the batting lineup, putting additional
pressure on Pakistan’s top order to step up.

WPL 2025: Chinelle Henry, bowlers help UP
Woarriorz thrash Delhi Copl’rqls by 33 runs

«UP Warriorz scored 177/9

batting first
w«Chinelle Henry scored a
breathtaking 62 (23)

«Delhi Capitals got bundled out
for 144

New Delhi. UP Warriorz (UP-W) registered
their first win of the Women’s Premier
League 2025 (WPL 2025) as they beat Delhi
Capitals (DC) by 33 runs on Saturday,
February 22 at M.Chinnaswamy Stadium,
Bengaluru. After being put in to bat first, UP
rode on Chinelle Henry’s breathtaking
innings (62 off 23) which took them to a good
score of 177/9 in their allotted 20 overs.In
reply, Delhi were bundled out for 144 in 19.3

Delhi’s chase didn’t get off to a flying

overs as Kranti Goud (4/25) and Grace
Harris (4/15, 2.3 overs) took four
wickets each. Jemimah Rodrigues was
the lone warrior for DChi with her half-
century (56 off 35) laced with eight
fours and six. As a result, UP registered
their first points of the season to move
to the fourth spot on the points table,
while Delhi slipped to third with four
points after facing their first loss of the
season.

start as Shafali Verma started slow
scoring five runs off 11 balls. She got a life in
the first over itself, being dropped at point
before beginning her onslaught in the third
over. At the other end, Meg Lanning also
decided to break free, smashing her first
boundary against Kranti Goud in the fourth
over but lost her stumps two balls later
leaving Delhion 26/1 in4.3 overs.

Her dismissal brought Jemimah Rodrigues at

the crease, who attacked right from the word

g0, scoring two boundaries in the first eight
balls. However, at the other end, Shafali
failed to get going and eventually holed out
to point against Kranti Goud for 24 (30).
With Delhi falling behind on the required run

rate, Jemimah continued to deal in
boundaries, putting UP bowlers to the sword,
but she failed to get any support with wickets
falling continuously from the other end. She
brought up her half-century off 30 deliveries
with a boundary against Tahlia McGrath and

stood as a lone warrior in Delhi’s chase
before Goud got rid of her and Jess
Jonassen (5 off 4) in the 15th over.
From there on, there was no comeback
for Delhi, who capitulated under
pressure to get bowled out for 144.

Chinelle Henry's record-equalling half
century

Earlier in the day, UP lost their opener

third over, who edged Marizanne Kapp
to wicketkeeper Sarah Bryce.
Following her dismissal, captain
Deepti Sharma (13 off 19) walked in to bat
and made sure that her team didn’t lose any
more wickets in the powerplay as UP were
38/1 after six overs.However, Arundhati
Reddy (17 off 20) and Jess Jonassen got rid
of both set batters, leaving UPon 61/3in 9.2
overs. They further suffered a dramatic
collapse as UP went from 79/3 to 109/7 with
Jess Jonassen (4/31, 4 overs) and Marizanne
Kapp (2/18, 4 overs) doing most of the
damage.
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Alia Bhatt

Is All Smiles As She Aces The Casual

Look In A Chic White Tee And Blue J

fashion on the red carpet or an easy-going look for her day out in town, Alia Bhatt aces the style game with
finesse; her latest casual look is no exception.Alia Bhatt was recently spotted in Mumbai in a casual yet chic
look. The actress looked radiant in blue jeans paired with a cream-coloured top. She wore minimal makeup and

ﬁ lia Bhatt is loved by fans for not only her stellar acting chops but also for her sense of style. Whether it is highe

wore her hair open, framing her face naturally. Have a look here:

Meanwhile, Alia Bhatt has found her latest cinematic obsession, and it’s none other than Vicky
Kaushal’s impressive performance in Chhaava! The actress took to social media to shower praises
on Vicky, confessing that she simply can’t get over his acting in the historical drama.Ever since
Chhaava was released in theatres on February 14, 2025, Kaushal has been receiving praise and
love from audiences and celebs alike. The film is also doing great business at the box office. Alia,
who has worked with
Vicky Kaushal before
in Raazi, took to her
Instagram handle to re-
share a post of
Chhaava. Praising the
film, she wrote, “Vicky
Kaushal! What are
you???? Cannot get
over your performance
in Chaava!
@vickykaushal09."

Alia’s praise for Vicky is
also special as the two
will share the screen soon
in Love and War. The film
will be directed by Sanjay
Leela Bhansali and will
also star Ranbir Kapoor as
one of the leads.Besides

this, Alia Bhatt is gearing up for Alpha, the seventh instalment in YRF’s Spy Universe. Directed by

Shiv Rawail, it is the first female-led film in the franchise, starring Alia alongside Sharvari. The action

thriller also features Bobby Deol, Anil Kapoor, and Ashutosh Rana, who recently confirmed his return

as Colonel Sunil Luthra. Alpha s set to release on December 25,2025.
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 Looks Breathtakingly Gorgeous In Latest
Photos, Makes Fans' Heart Skip A Beat

¢ e

harvari is one of the prettiest Bollywood stars and there is no doubt

about it. Each time she drops photos of herself on social media, she

leaves fans in complete awe. On Tuesday too, Sharvari took to her
Instagram handle and shared a glimpse of her recent photoshoot, which is
now setting fire online.In these latest clicks, Sharvari was seen flaunting
her million-dollar smile in a cream-coloured off-shoulder top. The actress
kept her tresses open and opted for minimal accessories and glam makeup.
Needless to say, Sharvari looked stunning as always.

Soon after the photos were shared, fans rushed to the comments section to

praise their favourite rising star. “I love the way she smiles and those moles
we should all love to embrace them just like sharvarione of the fans wrote.
“The peace her smiling face holds added another. “I feel okay when I see
yousmile athird commentread. Check it out here:

Meanwhile, on the work front, Sharvari will soon be seen in Alpha. Directed

by Shiv Rawail, the film also stars Alia Bhatt in the lead. Previously,
Sharvari talked about being a part of the project and said, “I love action as
a genre and I binge-watch action movies with my sister! So, when I was
offered Alpha, I jumped! In my head I always wanted to do action as an
actor. So, I’m getting to live my dream."She also shared that she always
believed that action stars have a really fun shooting experience because of
all the stunts that they get to do.

“I’m now experiencing this feeling first hand and I have to admit that it’s
supremely fun but physically so taxing. I’'m putting in my 200 per cent
and I hope people love me in Alpha! I want to become an action star in the
near future and so, I’'m going for itin Alpha!"
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Abhay Verma Shares Sneak
Peek From His 'Meta Day’

With Pehla Nasha 2.0 Co-
Star Pragati Nagpal
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bhay Verma has created a name for himselfin

the entertainment world with his successful

horror comedy Munjya and his sincere
performance in Ae Watan Mere Watan alongside
Sara Ali Khan. The actor was recently seen in
Pehla Nasha 2.0, a reimagination of the classic
song from 1992°s Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikander featuring
Aamir Khan and Ayesha Jhulka. Discussing the
same, he participated in an interview with Meta
along with his co-star from the song Pragati
Nagpal. The 26-year-old actor dropped special
moments from the same for his Instafam.Sharing
the series of pictures and videos, Abhay wrote,
“Merry Meta Day." The images featured the actor
posing in the studio. One of them also saw him
fixing Pragati’s makeup during the interview. The
Munyjya actor looked dapper in a red leather jacket
that he layered over a maroon sweater. He paired
these with white trousers and sneakers for a trendy
look.

The pictures soon caught the attention of Abhay’s
fans. Reacting to them, one of them wrote, “It’s
Abhay’s world and we are just living in it." Another
said, “You look so handsome." Many other fans
dropped hearts and fire emojis.Talking about his
latest song, Abhay Verma said during an interview
with news agency [ANS that Pehla Nasha 2.0 was
his tribute to Aamir Khan whom he considers his
‘idol’. He said, “Pehla Nasha has been like a love
language for me. It’s an ode to my idol Aamir sir in
my own little way. It was an absolute honour to
recreate what these legends had done in a
responsible and respectful way and I feel more
than fortunate to present this tribute as the face of
the song.”

Pehla Nasha 2.0 is composed by Amaal Mallik and
sung by Armaan Malik and Pragati Nagpal. The
lyrics are penned by Rashmi Virag.Further on the
work front, recent reports suggest that Abhay
Verma will be sharing the screen with Shanaya
Kapoor for Shujaat Saudagar’s next project.
Filmfare has reported that the upcoming film
would be a love story set in Goa and its shoot
would begin in March.

Prateik Babbar And Priya Banerjee

Sip Champagne, Pose With Pooja
Hegde In Unseen Wedding Photos

ver since Prateik Babbar and Priya

Banerjee tied the knot, their wedding

pictures have been all over the internet. On
Wednesday too, the latter took to her social
media handle and shared some of the unseen
pictures from the wedding celebration.

In these new clicks, Prateik and Priya were seen
sipping champagne after getting married.
Another photo featured the groom dancing his
heart out. He was also seen posing with Vir Das in
one of the photographs. The pictures also
revealed that actress Pooja Hegde also attended
the wedding. Priya was also seen sharing a hearty
laugh with Hegde in one of the photos. Check it
outhere:

Prateik Babbar is the son of the late actress Smita
Patil and actor Raj Babbar. He married Priya on
February 14. However, to everyone’s surprise,
his father was not invited to the ceremony.
Recently, Prateik’s half-brother Arya Babbar

expressed his disappointment, questioning what
led to this strained dynamic.“Somewhere we as a
family must have failed him," Arya told
SCREEN and then added, “Not inviting other
members of our family, my mother (Nadira
Babbar), my sister (Juhi Babbar), or me could be
condonable: maybe we have failed him as a
family, although we have never treated him as a
stepbrother. Lekin chalo, shaayad humse koi
bhool ho gayi ho (Perhaps, we made a mistake).
But Papa? Not inviting our Papa, his Papa (Raj
Babbar)... how can he do this? Papa is very very
hurt. By doing this, Prateik has hurt his mother,
the great Smita Patilji, as well. If he stops to think
for a moment, he would know that his mother,
whom he respects and loves so much, must be
very hurt. Would she want this?"

Meanwhile, Prateik has not yet revealed why he
did not invite his family to his wedding.
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