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SRU is a platform that makes Illﬂ young idea in Warangal

Warangal, 21 February : The 2nd Edition
of Sru Idea Conclave 2025 is in full swing
at Sr University, Warangal, Bringing To-
gether Students, Reservures, and Industry
Leaders to Explore Innovative Solutions to

Contemporary Challenges.

The event was inaugurated on February
20, 2025, with Dr. Shruti Bhargav, CEO of
Srinidhi Ascend, Gracing the Occation as
the Chief Guest Deepak Garg, the guest
of Honor.Also Present Were Prof. Shivani
Dean (Mentoring), Prof. Indrajit
Gupta, Dean (School of Computer Science
& AI), and Prof. M. Sheshikala, Head (De-
partment of CS & Al), who shared insights
on the importance of innovation, tech-
nology, and entrepreneurship in today’s

Goel,

Professor at Sru, Warangal.

world.Exceptional Response & Competi-
tive Spirit The first day saw 43 TeamS Pre-
senting Their Innovative Ideas, Covering
Fields Such Al, Sustainability, HealthCare,
and Smart Technology Solutions.

These ideas were evaluated by an es-
teemed jury panel, including Dr. Vishwa-
nath Bijalwan and Dr. Shridhar Chintala,
who provided valuable feedback and guid-
ance.The event is being meticulously coor-
dinated by Dr. Durgesh Nandan, Associate

As the Competition Progresses, More
TeamS Will Continue to Showcase Their
Creativity and Technical Expertise Over
The Next Sessions. A Platform for Fu-
ture Innovators The Sru Idea Conclave

2025 Serves as a Launchpad for Young
Innovators, Fostering a Culture of Prob-

lem-Solving and Entrepreneurship. The
Participants’ Enthusiaasm and Ground-

breaking Ideas Reflect Sr University’s
Commitment To Nurturing Talent.

Should take action against human
rights false institutions

@® National Human Rights Council and National Chairman of
the Human Rights Commission Sampath Kumar

Warangal, 21 February :The Na-
tional Human Rights Council and
the Human Rights Commission Na-
tional Chairman Dr. Sampath Ku-
mar said. Speaking at a press con-
ference held at the Warangal Press
Club on Friday, Telangana State
President of Telangana State Telan-
gana State President Burra Ramesh
and various leaders of the state of
India, who have been in the Consti-
tution of India to inform the people
about the basic rights of the Indian
Constitution and provide them with
the protection, support and coop-
eration of the victims against the
Violence-Corruption. He said that
the National Human Rights of the
State Human Rights Contributed
to the Administration Office Office.
Appointments for eligible persons
in the state office across the state.

]

7

D. The cards were handed over. We
have informed that the office will
be available to the victims of dan-
ger and that there will be their fight
against false institutions that are
in the name of human rights in the
country and the state. Recently, the
state's Director General of Police

(DGP) has complained to the SP,
which has an address of the com-
pany, which has recently been used
by our company in Telangana state.
"We will soon report to the state
government," he said. The event
was attended by state women's
wing president Guguloth Kamala-

bai, female leader, Chief Secretary
of State Balakrishna Goud, State
Cultural Programming Convener
and South India Active Chairman.
Subbarao, Nalgonda Division Gen-
eral Secretary CH. Venkateshwar
and Hanmakonda district presi-
dents M.A. Asif participated.

Grand Launch of ‘Asia Jewels Show 2025’

® The Most Glamorous & The Most Awaited Jewellery Exhibition Brand An Exhibition of
Enchanting Jewellery featuring Top Jewellers of the Nation.
@ Happening on 21st, 22nd, 23rd February, 2025 at Hotel Taj Krishna Banjara Hills, Hyderabad.
@ Actress Tejaswi Madivada, Actress Kamakshi Bhaskarla, Top Models, Jewellery enthusiast
showcases exquisite Wedding & Bridal Jewellery at the Grand Launch of Asia Jewels Show 2025.

sia Jewels Show 2025, one of
Aiouth India’s most Glamor-
us & Niche Jewelry Exhibi-
tion is presenting its 56th Edition
in Hyderabad at Hotel Taj Krishna,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad on 21st,
22nd, 23rd February 2025 from
10.30AM to 8 pm.

The Grand Jewellery Exhibition is
being held at Hotel Taj Krishna situ-
ated at Banjara Hills one of the most
luxurious 5-star hotel in Hyderabad.
This show is a very exclusive one as,
Asia Jewels Show is featuring its 7th
Edition in Hyderabad, the expo will
showcase never seen before creative
& Master piece jewelry designs from
top jewelers from across India, all
under one roof

Asia Jewels Show is a niche
event exhibiting exclusive and
high-end Fine branded gold, dia-
mond, polki, fusion, traditional,
victorian Jewellery among others.
The event showcases some of the
latest collections from, Gold Jew-
ellery, Diamond Jewellery, Plati-

'

num Jewellery, Traditional Jewel-
lery, Wedding Jewellery, Precious
stone Jewellery, Kundan, Jadau
& Polki Jewellery to name a few.
Speaking on the Occasion of Date
Announcement Event Mr. Harish

/ L

Sachdev - Chief Organizer “Asia
Jewels Show” said “Asia Jewels
Show “ is one of the finest jewelry
exhibitions showcasing Top Jew-
ellery Brands of the nation in the
city of Hyderabad. Shop or Book

your Exclusive jewellery for the
up-coming Wedding Season &
for all the prospective grooms
and brides, a fair like this is a
one stop-shop that brings some
of the best jewelry.

‘Congress, BJP, Chandrababu
and Revanth Reddy betrayed Telangana’

Hyderabad, Feb.21 Former
Minister Jagadish Reddy has al-
leged that the Congress party, BJP,
AP CM Chandrababu Naidu and
his disciple Revanth Reddy were
responsible for the betrayal of
Telangana state. He claimed that
the BRS party protected the inter-
ests of the state in its rule.

“BRS is a party that was born for
Telangana. We are the party that led
the movement by creating fire in the
water. KCR is a leader who has re-
searched all the issues on Telanga-
na,” he said. He criticised the Con-
gress government for not having the
minimum knowledge in the matter
of water shares.He was speaking to

the media along with former MLAs
Gadari Kishore Kumar and Bolla
Mallaiah Yadav at Telangana Bha-
van in the city . He said that former
minister Harish Rao suggested that
the exploitation of Krishna river wa-
ter was going on and demanded that
it should be stopped. He said that
AP was carrying more water than
its share in Srisailam project and
Nagarjuna Sagar projects.

He said there was a situation
where there was a problem of ir-
rigation and drinking water under
the left canal of the Nagarjuna
Sagar.“We should talk about 123
TMC which is our right. The state
ministers are trying to escape on

the issue of water,” he said . He
suggested that the government
should stop talking about the BRS
leaders and question the Centre
and Chandrababu.

“The state government is look-
ing at the moon even though AP
was taking away the Krishna water
that Telangana has stored . Harish
Rao said that due to the exploita-
tion of water by AP, there is a situ-
ation in telangana where irrigation
and drinking water will be affected.
State Minister Uttam Kumar spoke
rubbish without answering his
questions. The Congress leaders are
talking about politics when we talk
about the threat posed to the state.

It was the Congress and the BJP
that did injustice to Telangana in
the united State. Chandrababu, Re-
vanth Reddy, Congress and BJP are
responsible for not getting proper
share of the water for Telangana. Ut-
tam Kumar read what someone had
written. Revanth Reddy became the
CM with scoldings.

Uttam thinks that if he speaks the
same language, he will become the
chief minister,” Reddy mocked. He
claimed that During the 10 years of
KCR’s rule, there was no difficulty in
drinking water and added that min-
ister Uttam was speaking against
KCR the same rubbish that Revanth
Reddy spoke about.

PICTALK

h

langana Pradesh Congress
sevadal President Middela
Jithender’s  Birthday was

grandly celebrated in his office lo-
cated at karmanghat.In presence of

Goshamahal constituency Congress
Sevadal Manoj singh, Ashraf Ali, Far-
zana, Durga prasad, Ashwin Kumar
Choudhary, Mohammed masood,
Aniketh, Shiva and Rajnikanth.

27 1s a holiday for govt
employees who have
the right to vote In
MLC elections

Sangareddy District ; February 21
: In view of the Karimnagar Adila-
bad Nizamabad Medak Graduates
and Teachers MLC Elections to
be held on 27th of this month, the
government employees who have
the right to vote in the MLC elec-
tions.District Election Officer Col-
lector Kranti Vallur said in a state-
ment that the state government
has declared a special holiday on
the 27th of this month as per the
orders of the state election officer.
He said that the state government
has announced a special holiday
for the government employees
who voted in the MLC elections.
Therefore, the employees should

exercise their right to vote in the
MLC elections to be held on 27th,
Collector Kranti Vallur said.

Vidyapeeth's efforts are
commendable: Former
Minister Jana Reddy

Sangareddy District. February 21 :
Former Home Minister of Andhra
Pradesh Janareddy said that the ef-
forts of Sri Jyotirvastu Vidyapeeth
in spiritual and charitable service
programs are commendable.

On Friday, he visited the
Shivalinga with 1.08 crore Ru-
drakshas being constructed on
the occasion of Mahashivratri
at Sri Jyotirvastu Vidyapeeth in
Fasalwadi, Sangareddy mandal.

Brahmashri Dr. Maheshwara
Sharma, the founder of the Vidy-
apeeth, explained to Siddhanthi
Janareddy that for the first time
in the world Shivalinga is being
made with Rudrakshas here.Sid-
dhanthi explained that Bhasma
Lingam and Patra Lingam were

also made for Mahashivratri in
the past. Janareddy was told
that the construction of Kai-
lasa Prastara Mahamaku Pan-
chamukha Umamaheswara Swa-
my temple will also be done in
the ashram.

He said that only natural ma-
terials are used in the temple.
Janareddy said that organizing
such programs at a young age is
commendable. TGIC Chairman.
Nirmala Jayaprakash Reddy’s
former chairman Topaji Anantha
Kishan, Vidya Peetha members
Prashant Kumar, Daram Sanjay,
Vittal Das, Rajendra Mahender
and Bhairava Prasad participat-
ed in the Nirmala Jayaprakash
Reddy program.
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Increase ESG (Green) Investment For Higher Markets trade lower in
Profitability

Increasing  investments
in ESG (environmental,
social, and governance)
initiatives will help com-
panies make more mon-
ey, a new Infosys study
has said. The report,
‘ESG Redefined: From
Compliance to Value
Creation,” noted that a
10-percentage point in-
crease in ESG spending
correlated with a one per-
centage point increase in
profit growth. The report
noted that 90 per cent
of business executives
reported moderate or
significant financial re-
turns for their companies
after ESG spending. At
least two-thirds of nearly
2,500 respondents expe-
rienced returns on their

ESG investments within
three years, it added.
“Companies must shift
views to recognize ESG
as a value creator to reap
the financial benefits of
ESG investments and to
achieve maximum im-
pact in creating a better,
more sustainable world,”

said Mohit Joshi, Presi-
dent of Infosys. ESG is
made of three compo-
nents - Environment, So-
cial and Governance. The
Environment component
broadly focuses on how
environmentally sustain-
able a company is. The
Social component cov-

6 ways to reduce
stress Rishad Premji

New Delhi: Wipro Chair-

man  Rishad  Premji
shares list of 6 stress
buster on Twitter. The list
has resonated with Neti-
zens on twitter that how
the Wipro boss is just like
one of us --loving his tv
time, sleep and spend-
ing time with loved ones.
Rishad Premji shared his
list of stress busters in no
order though. He wrote,

“My stress busters in no
order 1) sleep 2) exercise
3) massages 4) time with
people 1 love and who
matter 5) mindless TV
6) not taking myself too
seriously”.Rishad Premji
had called upon the start-
ups to make tough deci-
sions regarding Moon-
lighting. He revealed that
one of the organisation’s
top 20 staff members was

shown the door in con-
nection with huge integ-
rity issues. Addressing
the Nasscom Product
Conclave here, Premji,
who had earlier created
a storm over termination
of hundreds of staffers
against the backdrop of
moonlighting, said that
the “decision took just 10
minutes”.

ers a company'’s relations
with  individuals and
institutions. The Gover-
nance component deals
with a company’s inter-
nal practices and control-
sOf late, the concept of
ESG is gaining traction
in the corporate world.
Investors are increasing-
ly looking at a company’s
ESG performance before
taking an investment de-
cision. An EY survey
conducted in the back-
drop of the Covid-19
pandemic suggested that
98 per cent of investors
preferred a more rigorous
approach to evaluating a
company’s nonfinancial
or ESG performance. “...
investors are stepping up
the game.

when it comes to assess-
ing the performance of
companies using ESG
or nonfinancial factors,”
the survey noted. How-
ever, the concept of ESG
is focused more on en-
vironmental sustainabil-
ity and less on corporate
governance and social
initiatives, the Infosys re-
port said. PromotedLis-
ten to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com
The report added that
ESG leadership, which
includes having a Chief
Diversity Officer (CDO),
Chief Sustainability Offi-
cer (CSO), an ESG com-
mittee on the board, and
sanctioning capital ex-
penditure for ESG initia-
tives, can help a compa-

early trade

New Delhi: Equity bench-
marks Sensex and Nifty
declined in early trade on
Friday amid a weak trend in
global markets and a sell-off
in IT counters. The 30-share
BSE benchmark index fell
385.38 points to 61,413.65

in early trade. The broader
NSE Nifty declined 115.35
points to 18,299.55. From
the Sensex pack, Tata Con-
sultancy Services, Wipro,
HCL Technologies, Infosys,
ITC, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
and Mahindra & Mabhindra

were the major laggards.
Larsen & Toubro, Reliance
Industries, Power Grid,
Bharti Airtel, Axis Bank,
and UltraTech Cement were
among the winnersElse-
where in Asia, equity mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo, and
Shanghai were trading low-
er, while Hong Kong was
quoted in the green. The US
markets had ended sharply
lower on ThursdayThe
BSE benchmark Sensex
had tanked 878.88 points
or 1.40 percent to settle at
61,799.03 on Thursday. The
Nifty plummeted 245.40
points or 1.32 percent to end
at 18,414.90. International
oil benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.05 percent to USD
81.17 per barrel. Foreign
institutional investors (FIIs)
offloaded.

Recession In West Gives A Chance To
Draw Companies To India

Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said on
Friday that the suspected
long-drawn recession in
the West allows compa-
nies to be drawn to India.
In response to recession
worries in western coun-
tries, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman en-
couraged the Indian in-
dustry to establish strate-
gies for how companies
operating in developed
nations might view In-
dia as a production or
sourcing hub. According
to the minister, India has
made several changes to
its laws and regulations
to make it easier for in-
ternational ~ companies
to invest there. It is also
interacting with busi-
nesses that want to locate
there. “As much you are
preparing yourself for
a long-drawn recession
in the Western world, in
the Developed world, I
think it is also the best
time for you to work
out strategies for draw-
ing those manufactur-
ers from there to India,”
said Ms Sitharaman at

an event. “Even as they
are headquartered there,
it might be useful for
them to think of sourcing
many things from here
and producing from here,
at least for markets in this
part of the globe,” she
said. According to her,
the presumed protracted
recession, anticipated to
strike Europe, will im-
pact all exports, not only
those made by Indian

Indians Flying Abroad For Education

companies. “It gives an
opportunity for many of
the investments which
are there, which are now
looking for a different
place from where activi-
ties can continue to hap-
pen,” the Finance Minis-
ter noted.She added that
India should focus on
manufacturing and newer
services sector areas. The
minister said India would
continue to prioritise

manufacturing and more
recent service sectors
and urged the sector to
examine innovations by
startups and find ways to
expand them. According
to Ms Sitharaman, when
the world switches to
clean energy, the indus-
trialised nations may im-
pose greater tariffs on the
home industry. She also
requested that India Inc.
inform the government

of how climate change
is hurting them and offer
suggestions to lessen the
financial burden placed
on them. PromotedListen
to the latest songs, only
on JioSaavn.com The
minister stated that the
sector should be ready
for tariff walls erected by
some nations to combat
climate change. Post a
comment She stated that
the 2019 budget would

Windfall Tax On Domestic
Crude 0il Slashed By 65%

o

] and November 30. Of
this, the report said 72.49

To 5-Year Hi

*.1

on any price they receive

ghin 2022
-

A surge has been ob-
served in the number of
Indians going abroad on
student visas this year.
Nearly 6.5 lakh students
went to other countries
for education in 2022,
exceeding the number
recorded before the pan-
demic, data from the
Bureau of Immigration

(Bol) reported The Hin-
du. The Bol, which func-
tions under the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA),
maintains data on Indians
going abroad based on
passengers’ verbal dis-
closure or the type of visa
of the destination country
they produced at the time
of immigration clear-

ance. According to the
data, 6,48,678 students
flew abroad on student
visas until November
30, reaching a five-year
high. However, the sta-
tistics revealed that in-
ternational travel among
Indians remained lower
than the pre-pandemic
level for purposes like

business, employment,
medical, pilgrimage, and
others. Besides student
visas, the number of Indi-
ans travelling on visiting
visas grew significantly
in 2022, the report added.
As many as 1.83 crore
Indians travelled to other
countries for various pur-
poses between January

lakh people went for resi-
dency, 30.85 lakh went on
tourist visas, and 40.92
lakh obtained visiting vi-
sas to fly abroad. Overall,
the number of Indians
going abroad increased
by over 137% compared
t0 2021.In 2019, the total
number of Indians visit-
ing other countries stood
at 2.52 crore, where
63.80 lakh travelled on
tourist visas, 42.11 lakh
on visiting visas, and
89.50 lakh Indians went
for residence and re-entry
purposes, the report add-
ed. Countries like Canada
and the UK saw more In-
dians travelling there in
2022 compared to pre-
pandemic times. While
6.17 lakh Indians flew
to Canada in 2019, the
number grew to 6.60 lakh
in the first 11 months of
this year. Post a comment
The report stated that the
UK’s number of travel-
lers from India went from
7.45 lakh in 2019 to 7.54

The centre cut its windfall
tax on locally produced
crude oil and aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) and reduced
the export tax on diesel, ac-
cording to a government
order dated December 15.
The Ministry of Finance
slashed the tax on crude oil
produced by firms such as
state-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC)
to ¥ 1,700 per tonne from
the existing X 4,900 per
tonne, a government noti-
fication said. According to
the order, the government
also reduced the windfall
tax on jet fuel, or ATF, from
3 5 per litre to X 1.5 per litre
and the export duty on fuel

from X 8 per litre to X 5 per
litre. The export tax on pet-
rol has since been scrapped,
with the new tax rates ef-
fective from December 16.
Every fortnight, the tax
rates are adjusted based on
the two-week average of oil
prices. In comparison to last
month, the average price of
the crude oil that India buys
was $77.79 a barrel in De-
cember. In October, it cost,
on average, $91.70 a bar-
rel. Diesel prices have also
decreased, from $133.52 in
October to $123.18 in No-
vember to $104.86 a barrel
this monthThe government
imposes a tax on oil pro-
ducers’ unforeseen earnings

that is more than a cap of
$75-76 per barrel. The tax
on petroleum exports is cal-
culated based on the mar-
gins or cracks that refiners
make from international
shipments. These margins
largely differ between the
cost and the realised in-
ternational oil price. India
slapped the windfall tax
on crude oil producers and
charges on the export of
gasoline, diesel, and avia-
tion fuel on July 1 due to
private refiners choosing to
sell their products abroad
to benefit from high refin-
ing margins rather than at
below-market prices do-
mestically. PromotedListen
to the latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.com The latest cut
to the windfall tax coincides
with a 14 per cent decline
in the price of crude since
November and is beneficial
for a country which is the
third-largest importer and
consumer of oil worldwide.
Post a comment Accord-
ing to government figures
released last week, India’s
fuel demand reached an
eight-month high in No-
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@ BSP president hits back at Rahul Gandhi for questioning her party’'s approach

Lucknow, Feb 21 Hitting
back at Rahul Gandhi for question-
ing her party’s present political ap-
proach, BSP president Mayawati
on Friday accused the Congress of
fighting the Delhi Assembly polls
as BJP’s ‘B’ team.

Her remarks came a day after
the former Congress president
said he was disappointed that the
Mayawati-led Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) did not join the opposition
Indian National Developmental In-
clusive Alliance (INDIA) in the Lok
Sabha elections.

In a post on X, Mayawati said, “It
is a common discussion that Con-
gress fought the Delhi Assembly
General Elections as BJP’s B team
this time, due to which BJP came to

power there”.“Otherwise the Con-
gress would not have been in such
a bad condition in this election that
this party could not even save the
deposit of most of its candidates,”
the former Chief Minister added.
She advised the Congress leader
that before pointing fingers at oth-
ers, he should definitely look into
his own affairs.

Mayawati also noted that the
new BJP government in Delhi
had the challenge of fulfilling all
its poll promises.The two leaders
were involved in a war of words
on Thursday as well after Gandhi’s
utterances against Mayawati dur-
ing his visit to Raebareli Lok Sabha
constituency.“l wanted Behenji to
fight alongside us against the BJP,
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but for some reason, she did not.
That was deeply disappointing. If
all three parties had united, the

BJP would never have won,” Gan-
dhi had said, while interacting with
Dalit students in Raebareli.

G20’'s ability to harmonise viewpoints
key to advancing global agenda: Jaishankar

Johannesburg, Feb 21 High-
lighting the complexities of the cur-
rent geopolitical landscape, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has said
the G20’s ability to harmonise view-
points is key to advancing the global
agenda.Jaishankar is in Johannes-
burg on a two-day visit to South Af-
rica to participate in the G20 Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting.

Addressing the G20 session titled
‘Discussion on the Global Geopo-
litical Situation’, Jaishankar said the
G20 is an important expression of the
world’s growing multi-polarity.

“The global geopolitical situa-
tion remains difficult by any defini-
tion. Some of it is the accumulated
challenges of the Covid pandemic,
conflict situations, financial pres-
sures, food security and climate
concerns,” he said on Thursday.But

there are also the current anxieties
about concentrated supply chains,
weaponisation of trade and finance,
and transparency of data flows,
Jaishankar said.

“Looking ahead, differential prog-
ress on Artificial intelligence and
electric vehicles, space, drones or
green hydrogen have clear geopo-
litical implications,” he said.G20 cap-
tures the “diversity of our interests,
cultures and outlook,” he said.

“For this very reason, its ability to
harmonise viewpoints is key to ad-
vancing the global agenda,” the min-
ister said.He said the “polarisation”
of recent years has created visible
stress and distorted priorities.“What
we could do was, to somehow, find
enough common ground to safe-
guard this institution. Today, the
imperative is to go beyond that,”

Jaishankar said.He also presented
India’s position on West Asia, mari-

time security, Ukraine conflict, Indo-
Pacific and UN reforms.

BJP slams Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
Shivakumar over ‘Bengaluru traffic’

remarks, asks him to step down

Bengaluru, Feb 21 Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar’s statement that even God can’t
fix Bengaluru’s traffic in the next
two or three years, has come under
severe criticism from the BJP, with
leader of opposition R Ashoka on
Friday demanding that the former
step down and make way for some-
one more capable if he is unable to
take responsibility and address the
city’s traffic issues.Shivakumar is
also Minister in-charge of Bengaluru
Development.

Speaking at an event on Thursday
Shivakumar said, “I want to tell the
media friends and others, even if God
himself comes down from above, he
cannot do anything (to fix) Bengaluru
within the next one year, two years,
or three years.

Such is the difficulty. We have to
plan properly, implement the proj-
ects, and we are making efforts to
give a proper outline for the days
ahead.” Reacting to this, Ashoka on
Friday said ‘Brand Bengaluru’ turns
out to be another “bland statement”
of Congress government in the state.

“Leaders in public life must dem-
onstrate a sense of responsibility
unlike the Deputy CM Shivakumar,
who only treats Bengaluru as a cash
cow to fund his personal ambitions.
If DCM DK Shivakumar can’t take the
responsibility of fixing Bengaluru’s
civic issues, he must step down and
make way for someone capable,” the
BJP leader said in a post on X.

After admitting that there was no
money for development work under
the Congress government, Shiva-
kumar has now claimed that even if
God came down Bengaluru could not
be transformed in the next 2-3 years,
Ashoka said and called the former a
“part-time Bengaluru Development

® Shivakumar says even if God himself comes down from above,

he cannot do anything to fix Bengaluru's traffic
S
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Minister.”“Neither do people have
any expectations from you nor your
government, Shivakumar. Congress
government is a curse to Karnataka
and Bengaluru and people are eager-
ly waiting to throw away this hopeless
Congress government,” he added.
BJP state chief B Y Vijayendra
said, Shivakumar and the Congress
which came to power promising to
make Bengaluru like Singapore and
to develop the state, are now making
such statements.Alleging that the
Congress government is incapable
of filling potholes in Bengaluru, he
said they are now talking about tun-
nel roads.“No development work is
happening in Bengaluru, legislators
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are not getting funds for develop-
ment works, but they (Congress
government) talk about develop-
ment. This is a tragedy for Ben-
galuru, which is a city recognised
world over,” he added.Seeking to
defend Shivakumar, state Home
Minister G Parameshwara said the
Deputy CM was trying to suggest
that there cannot be a short term
measure to fix Bengaluru’s issues,
and it will take a little longer time
with alternatives being planned and
implemented.“Everybody ~ knows
that Bengaluru lacks infrastructure.
Bengaluru was not built for this kind
of population and this kind of vehi-
cles. The population is approximate-

ly 1.4 crore and there are almost an
equal number of vehicles running
on the streets, but we don’t have the
infrastructure for that,” Paramesh-
wara, who had earlier served as the
Minister in-charge for Bengaluru’s
development said.

Speakingto reporters here, he said,
“unless we build new infrastructure,
spread out Bengaluru, traffic is go-
ing to be the biggest challenge for
us. It has always been.” Noting that
the government is planning and the
Minister in-charge Shivakumar is
also looking at many alternatives,
Parameshwara said, “One of the al-
ternatives is going underground, in
fact we have already stated that.
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Sonia
Gandhi
discharged
from
hospital

New Delhi, Feb 21 Con-
gress leader Sonia Gandhi was
discharged from Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here on Friday morn-
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ing, sources said.The Congress
leader was admitted to the hos-
pital for a regular check up on
Thursday morning.She was un-
der observation of a team of doc-
tors, the source said.

Eknath Shinde’s
‘don’t take me
lightly, 1I've toppled
a govt’ warning In
Maharashtra

® Shinde was talking to reporters days
after Y-level security was withdrawn

from 20 Sena MLAS

New Delhi, Feb 21 Further
signs of friction appeared in the
ruling BJP-led Mahayuti Govern-
ment in Maharashtra with Depu-
ty Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
on Friday saying no one should
take him lightly.

Shiv Sena chief, who has been
smarting from the denial of Chief
Minister-ship in Maharashtra af-
ter the alliance won big, today
said he had toppled a govern-
ment in the state in 2022.

“In 2022, I had toppled the
cart of those who took me
lightly and I had installed a new
government which has since
conquered the hearts of peo-
ple...The double engine gov-
ernment at the time ran at full
speed. Devendra Fadnavis de-
clared that we will win over 200
seats. We won 232 (in 2024 As-
sembly poll)...Do not take me
lightly. The hint is enough for
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those who understand it. I will
continue to do my work,” cau-
tioned Shinde.In 2022 Shinde
was appointed Chief Minis-
ter after he split the Shiv Sena
whose chief Uddhav Thackeray
was leading the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government.

Shinde was talking to report-
ers days after Y-level security
was withdrawn from 20 Sena
MLAs, who had been granted
police protection in 2022.

Shinde was earlier upset over
being excluded from the Disaster
Management Authority where
rules were later amended to in-
clude him.

Prior to that, Shinde had want-
ed Sena leaders to become Nasik
and Raigad guardian ministers—
posts which Fadnavis proposed
for NCP’s Aditi Tatkare (MP
Sunil Tatkare’s daughter) and
BJP leader Girish Mahajan.

6 Rajasthan Congress
MLAS, including
Dotasra, suspended
from Assembly’s
Budget Session

New Delhi, Feb 21 Six
Congress MILAs, including PCC
chief Govind Singh Dotasra, were
suspended from the remain-
der of the Budget Session of the
Rajasthan Assembly on Friday
for “indecent behaviour” in the
House.The action was taken over
unruly behaviour by the opposi-
tion members following remarks
by Minister Avinash Gehlot about
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi during Question Hour.
The uproar led to three adjourn-
ments.When the House reassem-
bled at 4 pm after three adjourn-
ments, Government Chief Whip
Jogeshwar Garg moved a pro-
posal to suspend Congress MLAs
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Govind Singh Dotasra, Ramkesh
Meena, Amin Kagzi, Jakir Hus-
sain, Hakam Ali, and Sanjay
Kumar for the remainder of the
current Assembly session.He said
that they “crossed all limits” and
their conduct was “inappropri-
ate” toward the Speaker, which
could not be forgiven.
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Shami’s love affair with ICC events: ‘It's
all about loyalty, attention to detall’

» Grabbed a brilliant five-wicket haul in India’s Champions Trophy opener against Bangladesh

Dubai, Feb 21 A difficult and pain-
ful injury layoff firmly behind him, sea-
soned India pacer Mohammed Shami says
attention to detail and loyalty to his craft
make him lethal in ICC events where he
only cares about breakthroughs and not
his economy rate.

Shami grabbed a brilliant five-wicket
haul in India’s Champions Trophy opener
against Bangladesh to play a pivotal role in
the team’s six-wicket triumph. In the pro-
cess, he also became the fastest Indian and
the second quickest overall to reach 200 ODI
wickets here on Thursday night.

“In ICC events, if my ball gets hit a lit-
tle, that’s okay, but I should get a wicket,
then that will be better for my team. I al-
ways think about this,” Shami said at the
post-match press conference.The 34-year-

old quick battled a career-threatening
14-month layoff due to an ankle injury dur-
ing the 2023 ODI World Cup. He returned
to international action last month in the
limited-overs series against England and is
now leading India’s attack here in the ab-
sence of an injured Jasprit Bumrah.

“I just try to complete my skill with ut-
most loyalty. Like I have completed my 14
months - How loyal are you to that skill?
How hungry are you to achieve your goal...
How you will get that rhythm again? You
should be hungry,” Shami said when asked
about his love affair with ICC events.

While wrecking Bangladesh here, Shami
became India’s leading wicket-taker in 50-
over ICC events. His tally now stands at 60,
overtaking former India pace spearhead
Zaheer Khan.The retired left-arm seamer

had taken 59 wickets in 32 innings while
Shami crossed the mark in just his 19th
innings. He has 55 wickets in ODI World
Cups across three editions, with 24 coming
in the 2023 tournament hosted at home.

Shami said he has always focused on
minor details like rhythm, and level of
discomfort while bowling to understand
where he stood in terms of his form.“Is
your rhythm good? Do you have any dis-
comfort? I pay attention to those things. I
don’t pay attention to the result. I pay at-
tention to the present.

And T always try to meet the situation
that is in demand. Am I good at that or
not?” he said giving a peek into his mind.
Shami, who claimed his sixth ODI fifer
here, also has the most five-wicket hauls
for India in the format. He recalled the

frustration he felt while watching India’s
woes in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy last
month when Bumrah shouldered the
enormous burden of leading the attack
without him at the other end.

“It was very difficult...when you see that
your team is very close to the edge, or it’s
a very close match, at that time you miss
your bowlers who you used to bowl along
with, or your unit. I wish I were there,” he
said.“T could have contributed something,
could have helped,” he added.

“I got to play domestic matches to gain
confidence and to see my rhythm. To see
what changes have come in the last 14
months or after the surgery...I got four in-
ternational matches to play and I played
around 10 domestic matches. That gave me
alot of confidence,” he said.

SA thrash Afghanistan by 107 runs

to begin CT campaign on rousing note

Karachi, Feb 21 Opening bat-
ter Ryan Rickelton struck a flawless
maiden century before a clinical
display by the bowlers as South Af-
rica began their Champions Trophy
campaign with a comprehensive
107-run win over Afghanistan here
on Friday.

Rickleton smashed 103 off 106
balls with the help of seven fours
and one six while captain Temba
Bavuma (58 off 76 balls), Rassie van
der Dussen (52 off 46 balls) and Aid-
en Markram (52 not out off 36 balls)
scored half centuries as South Africa
posted 315 for 6 after opting to bat.

Rickleton’s ton was the tourna-
ment’s fifth in three day’s time and
the third at the National Stadium
here.Chasing a big target of 316,
Afghanistan couldn’t repeat their
series-winning performance of late
last year against South Africa when
they won the series 2-1 in Sharjah.

They were bowled out for 208 in
43.3 overs with South Africa pacers
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Swiatek stunned
by Andreeva

» World No. 2 Iga Swiatek lost to a player
younger than 18 for the first time on tour when
she was stunned by Mirra Andreeva in the Dubai
Championships quarterfinals.

Kagiso Rabada (3/36), Lungi Ngidi
(2/56), Wiaan Mulder (2/36) and
Marco Jansen (1/32) sharing eight
wickets among them as they never
allowed Afghanistan to get going in
the first 15 overs.The Afghans slipped
to 50 for 4 and then to 89 for 5 in the
23rd over. They never recovered from
there. Rahmat Shah played a lone
hand with a 92-ball 90 while Rashid
Khan (18) and Azmatullah Omarzai

(18) were the second highest scorers
for Afghanistan who were never in
the game after conceding a big total.
Ngidi set the pace when he got rid of
danger man Rehmanullah Gurbaz in
the fourth over for 10 when the bats-
man couldn’t play down a short ball
which got big on him and Maharaj
took a fine catch at short leg.After five
overs, Rabada, bowling with fire on a
batting track, clean-bowled Ibrahim

Zadran with a beauty.To make mat-
ters worse, Afghanistan lost Sediqul-
lah Atal (16) to a run out in the 14th
over while trying a suicidal single and
the next over, captain Hashmatullah
Shahidi (0) pulled Mulder straight to
his opposite number Bavuma at wide
mid-on to derail the innings.Rabada
and Jansen went through Azmatullah
Omarzai (18) and Muhammad Nabi
(8) to make it 120 for 6 and more or

less settle the matter even though
Rehmat Shah stood out with his fight-
ing 90 from 92 balls before he was the
last man out, edging Rabada to the
keeper.Even though Tristan Stubbs
was dropped and Heinrich Klassen
was ruled out with an elbow tissue
injury, South Africa had enough fire-
power to subdue the Afghans whose
deadly three pronged spin attack was
nullified on a flat pitch.

World

Dubai, February 21
No. 2 Iga Swiatek lost to a player
younger than 18 for the first time on
tour when she was stunned by Mirra
Andreeva in the Dubai Champion-
ships quarterfinals. The 17-year-old

Andreeva won 6-3 6-3 to become the
youngest semifinalist in Dubai’s 24-
year history. “I was nervous before
the match,” 14th-ranked Andreeva
said.It’s her fifth win over a top-10
player and second over a No. 2.

Bayern Munich beat Leipzig
5-1 to end year on top of table

A year of turbulence: Mirabai & Indian

» Bayern Munich crushed Leipzig 5-1 and they broke a
long-standing Bundesliga record for quickfire goals. Two
teams had never scored in the opening two minutes of a
Bundesliga match until Jamal Musiala gave Bayern

the lead after 28 seconds

Munich, Feb 21 Two
teams had never scored in
the opening two minutes
of a Bundesliga match until
Jamal Musiala gave Bayern
the lead after 28 seconds
and Benjamin Sesko equal-
ised barely 60 seconds later
on Friday.The pace slowed
after that frenetic start but
not for long. Konrad Laimer
put Bayern ahead against
his old club in the 25th.
Michael Olise found space
on the right side and Laim-
er gave Péter Guldcsi no
chance with a crisp volley.
Nine minutes later, Joshua
Kimmich lashed home from
almost 30 meters to make it
3-1. Leroy Sané added the
fourth with 15 minutes re-
maining and Alphonso Da-
vies got his first league goal
of the season to complete
the rout three minutes later.
Harry Kane returned and

looked rusty after missing
two games with a hamstring
injury but played 87 min-
utes of a match that helped
Bayern get back on track

after a rocky run. After win-
ning eight games in a row
from late October to late
November, the Bavarian gi-
ant lost two and drew one of

weightlifting’s unfulfilled dreams

» Despite a remarkable return, Chanu was unable to capture a medal at
Paris. Will she bounce back or is it time to set sights on a new contender?

Vadodara, Feb 21 Not many sports
are inseparably linked with an individual,
but Mirabai Chanu has been that name in
Indian weightlifting for several years now.
2024, was no different as she carried the
weight of the nation’s aspirations for Olym-
pic glory once again.

However, this time those dreams ended
in heartbreak for her and the sport that
has struggled to find a worthy successor
to her.Chanu, who etched her name in
history by ending India’s 21-year Olym-
pic medal drought in the sport with a
silver at the Tokyo Games, embarked on
a quest this year to achieve an extraordi-
nary feat—a second consecutive Olympic
medal in weightlifting.

While no other Indian lifter came close
to qualifying for the Paris Games, Chanu
secured her spot with an underwhelming
184kg (8lkg + 103kg) at the Phuket World
Cup, while making a remarkable return from
a six-month injury layoff.Her journey to Par-
is was fraught with challenges.

At 29, Chanu faced an uphill battle against
an injury-ravaged body, sub-optimal prepa-
ration, and an intensely competitive field.
Despite these odds, her indomitable spirit
and resilience elevated expectations.The
year began on a difficult note, with Chanu

still recovering from the debilitating hip in-
jury sustained during the Asian Games.She
was locked in a race against time to regain
her peak fitness ahead of the Paris Games.
Even as she stepped onto the stage in Paris,
whispers persisted on whether she was fully
fit to be in the medal hunt.

Though she was briefly in contention dur-
ing her event, her performance ultimately
fell short. This left her with a fourth-place
finish—a bitter pill for a nation that had
pinned its hopes on her.

Post-Olympics, Chanu continues her reha-
bilitation, opting out of the year-end World
Championships to focus on recovery.While

Chanu has repeatedly declared that her journey
is far from over, with an elusive Asian Games
medal next on her bucket list, questions linger
about how much her injury-plagued body can
endure.By the time the 2026 Asian Games in Ja-
pan arrive, she will be 32 -- a daunting prospect
for any athlete in a physically demanding sport
like weightlifting.Beyond Chanu, the future
of Indian weightlifting appears uncertain.The
numbers in the national camp often swell only
ahead of Commonwealth events, where India
traditionally excels, but those who shone at the
2022 Commonwealth Games have since faded
into obscurity.A case in point is Jeremy Lalrin-
nunga, who rose to prominence with solid per-



