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Earthquake of magnitude
6.1 strikes Nepal, tremors
felt in Bihar

world.An earthquake with a magnitude of 6.1 struck
Nepal early on Friday, causing tremors felt across the
Himalayan region. Tremors were also felt in Patna,
Muzaffarpur and nearby areas of Bihar.

The earthquake struck around Bhairab Kunda of the
Sindhupalchok district in Nepal at around 2.35 am,
according to news agency Reuters.The German
Research Centre for Geosciences measured the
earthquake at a magnitude of 5.6, while India's
National Centre for Seismology estimated it at 5.5.
However, it was not immediately clear whether
multiple quakes had occurred.A 6.1 magnitude
earthquake is considered strong and can cause
significant damage, especially near the epicentre,
including the shaking of buildings and the formation
of cracks.The extent of Friday's seismic activity is
yet to be ascertained, and no reports of damage or
casualties have been reported so far.

"It shook us from our sleep strongly. We rushed out of
home. People have now returned back to homes. We
have not received any report of damage or injuries so
far," Ganesh Nepali, a senior Nepali official told
Reuters.People shared videos online showing
buildings and ceiling fans shaking due to the
earthquake in Patna. An X user mentioned that the
tremors lasted for a "good 35 seconds"."Felt a strong
carthquake in Patna, Bihar. Everything was shaking
but no visible damage so far," another user, Nikhil
Singh, wrote.In January this year, a series of six
earthquakes struck Tibet’s Himalayan region, with
the strongest measuring 7.1 magnitude, claiming
over 125 lives.

Pop star Sabrina Carpenter
expands 'Short n' Sweet’
tour — New North
American dates revealed

UPDATED Sabrina Carpenter is gearing up for another
thrilling leg of her Short n” Sweet tour, which will
bring her music to fans across the U.S. and Canada.
The pop star has added multiple concerts in five major
cities, performing several times at each venue toward
the end of the year.The pop singer has lined up a string
of concerts in five key cities, performing several
times at each venue towards the end of the year.The
tour will begin in Pittsburgh at PPG Paints Arena on
October 23-24. Carpenter will then move to New
York City for three nights at the legendary Madison
Square Garden on October 29, 31, and November
1.She will then proceed with consecutive shows at
Nashville's Bridgestone Arena on November 4-5
before heading to Toronto's Scotiabank Arena for two
performances on November 10-11. The tour will
wrap up in Los Angeles, where she will perform for
three consecutive nights at Crypto.com Arena on
November 20,22, and 23.

Carpenter's tour will include Amber Mark, Ravyn
Lenae, and Olivia Dean on some dates as supporting
acts. This is a follow-up to her record-breaking 2024
North American tour, where she performed 33 sold-
out shows in the United States and Canada.

'We don't need to talk': Heated
confrontation between Jordan
Schultz & lan Rapoport at NFL
combine

UPDATED Jordan Schultz of FOX Sports and Ian
Rapoport of NFL Media engaged in a verbal
confrontation on Wednesday afternoon at a
Starbucks inside the JW Marriott in Indianapolis.
Multiple witnesses confirmed the incident that
took place during the NFL Scouting Combine.

What Led to the Confrontation?

According to NBCSports, Rapoport was speaking
with an agent when Schultz approached him and
said, “We need to talk.” Rapoport dismissed the
request, responding, “We don’t need to talk.” That
response sparked a heated exchange.Witnesses
say Schultz accused Rapoport of something
unknown, which Rapoport viewed as unfounded.
The two then stood face to face as Schultz
allegedly said, “If you have anything to say to me,
say it to my face,” followed by, “If this continues,
we’re going to have a problem.”

Rapoport asked Schultz to step back, but Schultz
reportedly repeated the warning before eventually
stepping away.

NFL Security gets involved

The situation was reported to NFL Security, which
gathered statements from multiple witnesses.
Rapoport declined to comment, but Schultz later
acknowledged the confrontation via text to
ProFootballTalk (PFT), saying:

“It really isn’t anything too much. Ian Rapoport and
I had a verbal confrontation. It lasted a little over a
minute. Multiple agents and reporters were
nearby. Rapoport was the one who called security
shortly after, but it never escalated
further.”Schultz also disputed the number of
expletives in the account, later claiming he did not
use profanity. The altercation stems from Schultz’s
report earlier this week that Rams quarterback
Matthew Stafford met with Raiders minority
owner Tom Brady in Montana. Rapoport later
downplayed the report, describing the meeting as
a coincidence rather than an intentional recruiting
effort. Schultz, however, stood by his reporting.

Tensions between the two reporters are clearly high,
so it remains to be seen whether this confrontation
is a one-time incident or the beginning of a larger
feud. Either way, the exchange added unexpected
drama to a business-focused week at the NFL
Scouting Combine.

Lelensky, Trump to meet at White House for deal
on US access to Ukraine’s rare minerals

The extraordinary turnaround caps a

week of frantic international

diplomacy centered on Washington, as

Kyiv seeks to shore up support despite

Trump's recent pivot towards Russia.

Two other Russian tourists

ROME. Pope Francis continued to

For the second day in a row, doctors

He has shown steady,

Upcoming calendar in question
Nevertheless, his near-term upcoming

Israel and Hamas have begun

WASHINGTON. A week ago Donald

Trump branded Volodymyr Zelensky a
dictator. On Friday he will host the
Ukrainian president at the White House
and sign a deal granting Washington access
to Ukraine's rare minerals.The
extraordinary turnaround caps a week of
frantic international diplomacy centered on
Washington, as Kyiv seeks to shore up
support despite Trump's recent pivot
towards Russia.Trump upended years of
US policy on Ukraine two weeks ago when
he spoke to Russian President Vladimir
Putin and started talks on ending the three-
year-old war—without Kyiv.He also
alarmed allies as he appeared to turn on
Zelensky, berating him as a "dictator

without elections" and blaming Ukraine for Trump, a billionaire real estate tycoon,

Russia's February 2022 invasion.

But Trump's tone has softened in recent days
after visits by French President Emmanuel
Macron and British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer. "I have a lot of respect for him,"
Trump said of Zelensky on Thursday.

"We're going to get along really well."

Trump also backtracked on the "dictator"
broadside he launched on social media at
Zelensky last week—a jibe he had
previously refused to retract even as he
declined to call Putin a dictator too.

"Did I say that? I can't believe I said that,"
Trump responded when asked about the
Zelensky comment by journalists during a
meeting with Starmer.

The dictator outburst was sparked in
particular by Zelensky's initial rejection of
the deal to give Washington preferential
access to Ukrainian natural resources,
including oil, gas and rare earth metals.

Zelensky demanded US security guarantees
as part of any deal but Trump has refused to
give any commitments.'Dig, dig, digging'

that it would act as framework for broader
deals.Further discussions between US and

Few details of the minerals

insisted the deal was necessary for

Washington to recoup the billions of

dollars it has given Ukraine in military and
other aid. Finally, Zelensky relented and
agreed to come to the White House to sign
it.The deal would give the United States a
share in much of Ukraine's mineral wealth.
"We'll be dig, dig, digging" for Ukraine's
resources, Trump told reporters Thursday.

deal have
emerged. Zelensky told reporters this week

Ukrainian officials would determine the
nature of security guarantees for Ukraine
and the exact sums of money at stake in
the accord, he said.But Trump has
repeatedly refused to commit to any
guarantees.Britain and France have both
offered peacekeepers in the event of a
deal to end the Ukraine war but say there
must be a US "backstop" -- including
American intelligence and possibly air
power.The US president told Starmer
Thursday he was "open to many things"
in terms of security guarantees but that
he wanted to get a Russia-Ukraine deal
in place first. Trump added that there had

been a "lot of progress" towards a deal but

then added: "It'll either be fairly soon or it
won't be at all."US and Russian fficials met
on Thursday in Istanbul in a new round of
talks. Putin and Trump said after their

February 12 phone call that they had agreed

to meet personally -- but they have not

finalized any meeting yet

Russian tourist dies after being attacked by
sharks in Philippine diving spot, another drowns

MANILA. Two Russian tourists

died when they were swept away
by strong undercurrents while
scuba diving in waters south of
Manila, with one believed to have
drowned and the other attacked by
sharks, a Philippine coast guard
official said Friday.

managed to swim back safely to
their dive boat Thursday off Verde
Island, a popular diving
destination in the province of
Batangas, Philippine coast guard
provincial commander Capt. Airland
Lapitan said.The four Russian tourists
traveled by boat to the waters off Verde
Island from the nearby town of Puerto
Galera in Oriental Mindoro province
with a Filipino dive instructor. While

diving, the five were swept away by
strong undercurrents, Lapitan said.
Two of the Russians managed to surface
with the dive instructor but the two
other Russians, who were identified as

Ilia Peregudin,
Melekhov, 39, went missing. The dive
instructor and other divers in the area,

29, and Maksim

told The Associated Press.
somehow managed to pull him away.”

An investigation is underway and the
coast guard will meet provincial
officials to discuss ways to prevent
such deadly incidents at Verde Island
and other dive spots, Lapitan said.

along with Philippine coast
guard personnel, immediately
launched a search, according to
Lapitan.Melekhov was found
unconscious at sea an hour
later and was declared dead by
doctors in a Batangas hospital,
he said.“The other Russian
diver was found while being
attacked by sharks. His right
arm, unfortunately, had been
severed and the sharks were
moving around him,” Lapitan
“They

Vatican says Pope Francis continues to
improve but his prognosis remains guarded

improve from double pneumonia
Thursday, the Vatican said, working
from his hospital room and going to his
private chapel to pray, though doctors
said he needs more days of “clinical
stability” before they revise their
guarded prognosis.The 88-year-old
pope, who had part of one lung
removed as a young man, was able to
begin alternating high-flow
supplemental oxygen, delivered by a
nasal tube, with a mask in a sign of his
improved respiratory condition, the
Vatican said in a late update.

avoided saying Francis was in critical

condition. But they said that given the

complexity of his lung infection,

“further days of clinical stability are

needed” before they revise their

prognosis and decide he is out of

danger.Francis has been in Rome’s
Gemelli hospital since Feb. 14 after a
bout of bronchitis worsened.

albeit slight
improvements since a respiratory crisis
and kidney trouble over the weekend
sparked fears for his life. The
improvements, as he nears the two-
week mark on Friday, beat back
speculation of an imminent death,
resignation or conclave and signaled
that he was still very much in charge.

calendar of events was being changed:
The Vatican cancelled a Holy Year
audience scheduled for Saturday, and it
remained to be seen if Francis would
skip his Sunday noon blessing for the
third week in a row. Longer term, Ash
Wednesday loomed on the horizon
March 5, the start of the church's

Lenten season leading up to Holy Week
and Easter, which this year falls on
April 20.In past years, when Francis
has battled bronchitis and influenza in
winter, he has had to cut back his
participation in Ash Wednesday and
Holy Week events, which call for the
pope to be outdoors in the cold leading
services, participating in processions
and presiding over prayers in the
solemn period in which the faithful
commemorate Christ's crucifixion and
resurrection.
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Beyond that, Francis has a few major
events coming up that he presumably
would hope to keep if well enough. On

April 27, he is due to canonize Carlo
Acutis, considered to be the first
millennial and digital-era saint. The
Vatican considers the Italian teenager,
who died of leukemia in 2006 at the
age of 15, as an inspiring role model
for today's young Catholics.

Another important appointment is the
May 24 commemoration of the
1,700th anniversary of the Council of
Nicea, Christianity's first ecumenical
council. The spiritual leader of the
world’s Orthodox Christians,
Patriarch Bartholomew I, has invited

Francis to join him in what is today's

Iznik, Turkey to commemorate the
anniversary, which he has called an
important sign of reconciliation
between the Catholic and Orthodox
churches. Before he got sick, Francis
said he hoped to go, though the Vatican
hasn't confirmed the trip.

Prayers nevertheless continue

Prayers for his heath continued to pour in
from near and far, with a group of
Mexican pilgrims in Rome for the Holy
Year taking a detour to pray for Francis
outside the Gemelli hospital.

Is New Orleans on the
brink of a Fiscal crisis City
officials disagree

UPDATED. Earlier this month, when New Orleans

Mayor LaToya Cantrell announced that she intended to
renege on a $20 million settlement with the Orleans
Parish School Board, she said the city couldn’t afford
it.

The settlement with the school board was brokered last

fall by the New Orleans City Council and Cantrell’s
own top deputy, Chief Administrative Officer Gilbert
Montafo. It would have ended yearslong litigation
over the fees the city collected on property taxes
intended for schools and provided an infusion of
money for the cash-strapped district. But City Attorney
Donesia Turner said that the settlement wasn’t a done
deal because the mayor hadn’t been actively involved
and, further, that it would be too costly for the city. This
was later echoed by Chief Financial Officer Romy
Samuel.“The city’s financial positioning has taken a
major shift,” Samuel said at a special meeting to
discuss the school board settlement on Feb. 11.
“Budgetary obligations, the continued rise in inflation
accompanied by unexpected expenditures beginning
in 2025 and various other factors have weighed heavily
on the city’s operating costs.” The about-face from the
city’s executive leadership caught both the school
board and the council by surprise. The council had
approved the deal with Montafo’s apparent approval
and without any objection from Cantrell’s office. And
Cantrell had just signed a 2025 city operating budget
that was more than $200 million higher than the one
she approved for 2024 .Now, councilmembers — and
even a top official within Cantrell’s administration —
are pushing back on the mayor’s claims, saying that the
city is not only able to afford the school board
settlement but also is prepared to handle the budgetary
challenges heading its way.“This is something that’s
been manufactured, and is now trying to be reverse-
engineered to explain where we are,” said
Councilmember Joe Giarrusso, who chairs the budget
committee. “And I am extraordinarily troubled that
we’re going to hold the city captive for the next month
or two because we’re saying we don’t have any money
and we can’t move forward.”Cantrell’s office, which
has been criticized for a lack of transparency around
budgeting and other matters, did not respond to
requests for comment on this story.

‘The transparency is so bad around this stuff”
It’s no secret that the city of New Orleans has faced a

slate of potential challenges since the year began.First,
following a New Year’s Day attack on Bourbon Street
in the French Quarter, the city had to drastically ramp
up its security — replacing old, insufficient bollards
with new ones to better block high-speed vehicles,
bringing in the National Guard to patrol high-traffic
areas and even hiring a homeland security expert to
evaluate their security plans — all in preparation to host
a series of tourist-heavy events from the Super Bowl
on through the rest of the Mardi Gras season.

negotiating

next phase of Gaza ceasefire: Egypt

KHAN YOUNIS. Negotiations between

Israel and Hamas on the next phase of the
Gaza ceasefire began Thursday, Egypt
said, averting a collapse ahead of
Saturday's expiration of the agreement's
first phase.

Officials from Israel, Qatar and the United

States started “intensive discussions” on
the ceasefire's second phase in Cairo,
Egypt‘s state information service said.

“The mediators are also discussing ways to

enhance the delivery of humanitarian aid to
the Gaza Strip, as part of efforts to alleviate
the suffering of the population and support
stability in the region,” its statement said.

Phase 2 talks are meant to negotiate an end to

the war, including the return of all
remaining hostages in Gaza who are alive,
and the withdrawal of all Israeli troops
from the territory.Return of remaining
deceased hostages would happen in Phase
3.According to Israel, there are 59
remaining hostages — 24 of whom are still
believed to be alive.lt will be difficult to
reconcile a deal with the war objectives of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

N T T T T

Netanyahu, who has called for dismantling
Hamas’ governing and military
capabilities. After suffering heavy losses
in the war, Hamas has nonetheless
emerged intact during the ceasefire, and
the group says it will not give up its
weapons.Hours before talks began, an
Israeli official said the country would not
withdraw from a strategic corridor in the
Gaza Strip as called for under the
ceasefire, a refusal that could severely
complicate negotiations with Hamas and
key mediator Egypt at a sensitive moment
for the fragile truce.Overnight, Hamas
released the remains of four hostages in
exchange for over 600 Palestinian
prisoners, the last planned swap of the
ceasefire’s first phase.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s Mideast
envoy, Steve Witkoff, was expected in the
region in the coming days.‘Blatant
violation’An Israeli official, speaking on
condition of anonymity in line with
regulations, said the army needed to
remain in the so-called Philadelphi
corridor, on the Gaza side of the border

® @ @«

with Egypt,

to prevent

weapons

hostages identifiedThe remains released
Thursday were confirmed to be those of
Ohad Yahalomi, Itzhak Elgarat, Shlomo
Mantzur and Tsachi Idan, according to the
Hostages and Missing Families Forum,
which represents families of the
captives.Hamas confirmed that over 600
prisoners had been released overnight.
Most were detainees returned to Gaza,
where they had been rounded up after the
Oct. 7 attack and held without charge on
security suspicions.Israel releases dozens
of women and teenagersDozens of

smuggling.Hamas said any Israeli attempt
to maintain a buffer zone in the corridor

would be a “blatant violation” of the
ceasefire agreement. Hamas says that
sticking to the agreement is the only way
for Israel to secure the release of dozens of
hostages still held in Gaza.lsrael was
supposed to begin withdrawing from the
Philadelphi corridor on Saturday, the last
day of the first phase, and complete it
within eight days.There was no immediate
comment about the corridor from Egypt,
which is opposed to any Israeli presence on
the Gaza side of its border.Remains of four

Palestinian teenagers as well as women
detained by Israel in Gaza were released
Thursday back to hugs and tears from their
loved ones.The teenagers looked gaunt and
skinny as they disembarked from Red
Cross buses in the southern town of Khan
Younis. Many fell into the arms of
relatives, who spent days waiting for them
after Israel held up their release last
weekend to protest what it called cruel
treatment of hostages by Hamas during
their releases. Women cried and hugged the
boys.
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India’s First Air Taxi Set to Launch by 2026

Currently, The ePlane Co faces competition from Bangalore-based Sarla Aviation
- :

RNS: Chennai-based
startup, The ePlane Co,
is preparing to launch In-
dia’s first electric air taxi
by 2026.

The company, incubated
at IIT-Madras, plans to
develop three prototypes
within the next two years,
bringing the dream of a
“Made-in-India” air taxi
to life.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has established new regu-
lations for air taxis, cov-
ering aircraft standards,
landing ports, and pilot
training. Additionally,
five testing sites are be-
ing set up in Gujarat and
Andhra Pradesh, where
air taxi testing will begin
later this year.

Air taxis could be a poten-
tial solution to the traffic

-

congestion issue in Indian
cities, such as Bangalore,
which loses an estimated
$2.3 billion annually due
to traffic jams.

Air taxis are expected to
reduce travel time to air-

ports significantly, offer-
ing a quicker alternative
to metro and road trans-
port.

Currently, The ePlane Co
faces competition from
Bangalore-based Sarla

which

Aviation, recent-
ly raised $10 million in
funding. Internationally,

the UK’s Archer Aviation
has signed a deal with In-
diGo’s parent company for
300 air taxis.

The ePlane Co is also ex-

panding internationally,
with plans to enter mar-
kets in the UAE, Indone-
sia, and Thailand.

Discussions are underway
with aviation authorities

in Malaysia and Singa-
pore, while Indonesia’s
DGCA is keen on adopt-
ing the company’s air taxi
model after it receives ap-
proval in India.
Additionally, the company
has signed a $1 billion
agreement with ICATT
for the supply of 788 air
ambulances.

So far, The ePlane Co has
raised $20 million and is
seeking additional fund-
ing of $30-50 million.
Founder Satyanarayan
Chakravarthy  revealed
that the company is open
to raising up to $100 mil-
lion in the next invest-
ment round.

The first commercial air
taxi service is expected to
begin by the end of 2026
or early 2027.
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IIT-ISM Dhanbad Hosts IEEE Conference
on Smart & Sustainable Engineering

Dhanbad: IIT-ISM Dhanbad hosted the IEEE 1st Interna-

tional Conference on Smart and Sustainable Developments
in Electrical Engineering (SSDEE), bringing together
researchers, engineers, and industry professionals from
across India and abroad. Organized by the Department of
Electrical Engineering, the three-day event focused on ad-
vancing power systems, smart grids, power electronics, and
sustainable energy solutions.

The conference, held under the aegis of the Institute of Elec-
trical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), aimed to foster
collaboration among academia, industry, and government
agencies. Discussions revolved around emerging technolo-
gies, including renewable energy integration, automation,
transportation electrification, and intelligent monitor-
ing systems. Researchers shared their insights, exchanged
ideas, and explored opportunities for future collaborations.
The event was inaugurated at the Golden Jubilee Lecture
Theatre (GJLT), with Rakesh Ranjan, Additional Secretary,
Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC), as the Chief Guest.
Addressing the audience, he encouraged researchers to ex-
plore new avenues of study and highlighted India’s growing
influence in global technological advancements, including
its contributions to software and digital payment systems.
Professor S.C. Srivastava, Director, IIT Kanpur - La Trobe
University Research Academy, stressed the importance
of smart and sustainable development in tackling climate
change challenges, urging researchers to work together to-
wards sustainability goals in power systems.

Guest of Honour Professor Biplab Sikdar from the National
University of Singapore expressed optimism about the con-
ference, hoping it would serve as an effective platform for
knowledge exchange. Professor Akshay Rathore, Program
Leader at the Singapore Institute of Technology, empha-
sized the shared responsibility of promoting sustainabil-
ity, stating that humanity must now focus on giving back
to nature through renewable energy research and practical

Welcoming all participants, Professor Sukumar Mishra,
Director of IIT (ISM) Dhanbad, encouraged active engage-
ment in the conference and assured the institute’s support
in advancing smart and sustainable electrical engineering
initiatives. Professor Sukanta Das, Head of the Electrical
Engineering Department, reflected on the department’s
legacy, while Professor Gauri Shankar delivered the vote of

The conference marked the beginning of impactful discus-
sions and collaborations, laying a strong foundation for
innovation and sustainable development in electrical engi-

e

Badrinath Avalanche: 25 BRO Workers Still
Trapped, 10 Rescued

Chamoli: At least 25 Bor-
der Roads Organisation
(BRO) workers remain
trapped after an avalanche
struck the Chamoli dis-
trict of Uttarakhand, me-
dia sources reported on
Friday. The avalanche oc-
curred near the border
village of Mana, located
about five kilometers from
the Badrinath temple.

A total of 57 workers were
in the area when the ava-
lanche hit, with 22 success-
fully escaping the disaster.
The rescued workers are
currently being treated for
injuries.

Rescue  operations are
ongoing, with around 65
personnel from the Indian
Army and ITBP involved.
Deepam  Seth, Uttara-
khand’s Director General
of Police, stated that the
primary challenge in the

operation is the harsh
weather conditions, in-
cluding heavy snowfall

and strong winds. Road
access is blocked, and
snow cutters have been

deployed to clear the way.
Five ambulances have been
dispatched to the site, but
continuous snowfall and
rain have hindered vehi-
cle movement, according
to Chamoli District Mag-
istrate Sandeep Tiwari. A
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) team has
also left Joshimath and
is heading to the disaster
area.

The Indian Army has been
tasked with clearing the
route at Lambagad, which

impassable
due to road blockages. An
SDRF high-altitude rescue
team will be deployed by

is currently

helicopter once weather
conditions improve. Mean-
while, drone operations
have been delayed due to
the severe snowfall, as con-
firmed by Ridhim Agar-
wal, Inspector General of
Police, SDRFE.

Four teams of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) have been dis-
patched from Rudrapray-

ag, Haridwar, and Dehra-
dun.

Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
expressed his sorrow over
the incident and reassured
the public that rescue ef-
forts are in full swing. He
held a meeting with top of-
ficials at the State Disaster
Control Room to monitor
the situation. In a social
media post, Dhami said, “I
pray to Lord Badri Vishal
for the safety of all the la-
bour brothers”

CCL Bids Emotional Farewell to Retiring Employees
at ‘Samman Samaroh’ Ceremony

Ranchi: Central Coalfields
Limited (CCL) organized
a touching “Samman Sa-
maroh” today at its head-
quarters to bid farewell to 7
employees retiring in Febru-
ary 2025. The event was part
of a grand tribute to 100 em-
ployees retiring this month
across the organization.

Among the retirees present
at the ceremony were Arun
Kumar Pandey, Chief Man-
ager (IE) from the IE Depart-
ment; Archana Sinha, Chief
Manager (Personnel) from
the Recruitment Department;
Dharmendra Kumar, Chief
Manager (Excavation) from

the Excavation Department;
Dr. Hemant Kerketta, Chief
Medical Officer from Gan-
dhinagar Hospital; Sunil K.
N., Chief Radiographer from
Gandhinagar Hospital; Geeta
Kumari, Senior Clerk from
the Welfare Department; and
Mitik Nahak, Rigman from

Lapanga Drilling Camp. The
event was attended by V.K.
Shukla, Head of the IE De-
partment, General Manag-
ers of various departments,
officers, employees, and the
families of the retiring staff.

A special highlight of the
ceremony was the screen-

ing of a short film show-
casing the experiences and
contributions of the retired
employees. In the film, the
retirees reflected on their
time with CCL, expressing
their gratitude and wishing
continued success for the

company.
In his address, Chief Guest
Shukla  extended warm

greetings to the retiring em-
ployees, commending their
invaluable contributions in
their respective roles. He
wished them a happy and
healthy life in their well-de-
served retirement.

Suicide Blast Targets Pakistani Cleric,
Kills 5 at Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mosque

Pakistan: Jamiat Ulema Islam (JUI) leader Maulana Ha-
midul Haq Haqqani and four others were killed in a suicide
bombing that struck a mosque during Friday prayers in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. The explosion occurred
in the main prayer hall of a madrassa, which is known for
training Afghan Taliban members, as worshippers gathered
for their prayers.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police Inspector General Zulfigar
Hameed confirmed that three policemen were also injured
in the blast. The mosque’s location was quickly cordoned
off, and security officials rushed to the scene, transporting
the bodies to a nearby hospital. Emergency measures were
implemented across all hospitals in Peshawar.

Hameed speculated that Maulana Hamidul Haq may have
been the primary target of the attack. No group has yet
claimed responsibility for the bombing. An investigation is
underway, and rescue officials have evacuated at least 20
individuals from the site.

The madrassa, often referred to as the “University of Jihad,”
was founded by Maulana Samiul Haq. The tragic event oc-
curred during Pakistan’s hosting of the Champions Trophy,
raising concerns about national security.

Both President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif expressed their condolences over the loss of
life. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Chief Minister, Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur, condemned the attack and called for a detailed
report.

A spokesperson for JUI, Aslam Ghauri, condemned the
bombing, lamenting that even mosques and madrassas were
no longer safe. Ghauri criticized the government for failing
to ensure peace and security, accusing them of prioritizing
cricket over national safety.

Massive Blaze at Kanpur’s Galla Mandi
Engulfs Goods Worth Lakhs

by Sunil Bajpai

Kanpur: A devastating fire broke out at Galla Mandi in
Kanpur late last night, destroying goods worth lakhs in 10
godowns. The fire, which started around midnight, spread
rapidly, fueled by tarpaulins outside the warehouses. Over
12 fire engines from Fazalganj, Jajmau, and Kidwai Nagar
were deployed to tackle the blaze, which was visible from 2
km away. After hours of intense efforts, the fire was finally
brought under control around 2 a.m.

The flames consumed wheat and other goods stored in the
warehouses, but fortunately, no casualties were reported.
The cause of the fire is still unknown, and authorities have
begun assessing the extent of the damage. Fire officials con-
firmed that the fire was contained without loss of life, but
the financial loss is expected to be significant.

Indian Youth Empowered in Science &
Innovation: Prof. Ghanshyam Singh

Ranchi: On National Science Day, a seminar was held
at the Government Teacher Training College Institute of
Advanced Studies in Education, Jharkhand, on “Global
Leadership of Empowered Indian Youth in Science and In-
novation for Developed India.” Organized in collaboration
with Dr. Om Prakash, the seminar was conducted by trainee
teacher Aman Kumar Singh, with Dr. Raman Jha, the col-
lege principal, presiding over the event.

The keynote speaker, Prof. Dr. Ghanshyam Singh, Registrar
of Jharkhand State Open University, highlighted the impor-
tance of youth in innovation and science, discussing his re-
search on the Raman Effect and its role in the development
of polymer optical fibers.

He encouraged trainee teachers to inspire students to adopt
a production-oriented mindset and foster scientific thinking
for India’s development.

The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks by Purushot-
tam, and the Principal announced that the Ministry of Edu-
cation had issued a teacher training certificate to the college.
Trainee teachers, college faculty, and the entire 2024-26
session attended the event, which ended with the national
anthem.

MCMM-2025 Conclave Kicks Off in Digha,
Advancing Marine Corrosion Management
& Innovation

Kolkata: The 2nd Industrial
Conclave on Maritime Cor-
rosion Monitoring and Man-
agement (MCMM-2025) was
inaugurated today at Hotel
LeROI in Digha, mark-
ing the Platinum Jubilee of
CSIR-National Metallurgical
Laboratory ~ (CSIR-NML),
Jamshedpur. Dr.  Sandip
Ghosh Chowdhury, Direc-
tor of CSIR-NML, welcomed
delegates from industry, aca-
demia, and research institu-
tions, emphasizing NMLs
role in corrosion manage-
ment in metal, materials, and
marine sectors.

Dr. Raghuvir Singh, Chair-
man of MCMM-2025, out-
lined the conclave’s goals
and highlighted government
efforts to boost coastal eco-
nomic growth and mitigate
corrosion. Dr. Nagahanu-
maiah, Director of CMTI,
Bengaluru, stressed the eco-
nomic impact of corrosion
and the importance of sus-
tainability and innovation in
India.

The event featured technical
presentations on marine cor-
rosion mitigation, including
insights from industry lead-
ers like Mr. Vijay Kulkarni of
Fosroc India and Mr. Dhru-
vesh Sah of Vector Corrosion
Technologies. Sessions cov-
ered coatings, paints, and in-
novative marine infrastruc-
ture solutions.

CSIR-NMDIs Marine Cor-
rosion  Research  Station
(MCRS) in Digha showcased
technological interventions,
a poster exhibition, and the
JIGYASA program for both
professionals and schoolchil-
dren. The afternoon session
focused on industrial chal-
lenges, with a panel discus-
sion on “Prevention Strate-
gies for Marine Corrosion
and the Establishment of
Marine Corrosion Simula-
tion Centers” The conclave
aims to foster collaboration
and advance marine cor-
rosion management in the
maritime industry.
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Finance Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey
appointed as new SEBI chief

New Delhi: The Indian government has appointed Finance
Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey as the new Chairman of the Se-
curities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), replacing Mad-
habi Puri Buch, whose term ended on February 28.

Pandey, a senior IAS officer from the Odisha cadre (1987
batch), will lead SEBI for the next three years, according to a

government order.

As Finance Secretary, Pandey played a key role in advising the
Finance Minister on policy matters, managing the ministry’s
operations, and shaping India’s fiscal strategies.

He was also instrumental in the landmark sale of Air India

and the public listing of LIC.

For Advertisments call us
9431744001
mail4daily@gmail.com

National Science Day 2025: Empowering
Youth for Global Science Leadership

New Delhi: National Sci-
ence Day is being celebrated
across India today, marking
the anniversary of Sir C.V.
Raman’s discovery of the
‘Raman Effect’ in 1928, for
which he was awarded the
Nobel Prize in Physics in
1930. This annual event, held
every February 28, promotes
science communication and
education through various
theme-based activities na-
tionwide.

Union Minister of Science
and Technology, Dr. Jitendra
Singh, will join in the cele-
brations of National Science
Day 2025.

The theme for this year’s
observance, “Empower-
ing Indian Youth for Global
Leadership in Science &
Innovation for  VIKSIT
BHARAT, focuses on in-
spiring young minds to
embrace science and inno-
vation. The goal is to em-
phasize the significance of

science and its applications,
showcasing India’s ongoing
efforts and achievements for
the betterment of humanity
and the advancement of new
technologies.

As part of its forward-
looking vision, the govern-
ment plans to extend the
INSPIRE-MANAK  scheme
to students in Class 11 and
12, engaging them in scien-
tific innovation at a critical
stage of their education. This
move aims to build a strong-
er scientific workforce and
enhance India’s leadership in
global research and develop-
ment.

With breakthroughs in fields
such as quantum comput-
ing, artificial intelligence,
geospatial technology, and
climate research, alongside
initiatives to nurture inclu-
sivity and young talent, India
is steadily advancing toward
a future driven by science
and technology.
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Normalcy in Kashmir forced, not
organic: Omar Abdullah jabs Centre

»Omar Abdullah said
the security situation
in Kashmir was far
from 'normal’ as
indicated by the
closure of Jamia
Masijid in Srinagar on
Shab-e-Baraat.

New Delhi. Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah said
the "normalcy" in the Union
Territory after the abrogation of
Article 370, as claimed by the
Centre, was not organic, but forced.
Speaking at a media event in Delhi,
Abdullah emphasised that the
security situation in Kashmir was
far from "normal" as indicated by
the closure of Jamia Masjid in

The J&K Chief

Srinagar on Shab-e-Baraat."If what
is happening today in J&K is
organic, then nothing like it. If it is
driven out of fear, then there is a
problem. Because

you can only control e
a situation through
fear for a limited
time. If it's organic, it
will remain forever.
But I will hazard that
the security forces
and the people don't
believe it is organic,"
Abdullah said.

Minister was
responding to a
question about the
differences in the
security situation in Kashmir
between 2010, when over 200
youths died during protests, and the
present day. The Centre has claimed
several times that the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019 resulted
in a reduction in shutdowns and

separatist and militant activities.
Abdullah referred to the authorities

denying permission to Hurriyat

chairperson Mirwaiz Umar Farooq

to lead the funeral prayers of his
father-in-law at the Jama Masjid to
buttress his point.

"If they believed it was organic, they
wouldn't have closed Jama Masjid
to prevent Mirwaiz Farooq from
having his father-in-law's namaz-e-

janaza. The reason they cited was

that they feared a law and order

situation breaking out. A law and

order situation doesn't break out
when normalcy 1is
organic, it breaks out
when normalcy is forced.
What we have in parts of
J&K today is not organic
normalcy, it is forced
normalcy," Abdullah
said.

Jammu and Kashmir lost
its statechood on October
31, 2019, and became a
Union Territory. The
changes have left the LT
Governor with more
governance powers.

Speaking on this aspect,
Abdullah said, "Trying to run J&K
through a second model, where
governance will not have a role in
law and order and security, will have
limitations. You won't be able to
carry the population as partners in
normalcy."

MK Stalin rallies against Hindi imposition, lauds support from Punjab, Telangana

New Delhi. Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin, a day before his
birthday, called on his party cadres
to prepare for what he called a
“language war” against the Centre.
In a video address, he said that the
central government withheld funds
from Tamil Nadu for refusing to
implement the three-language
policy.“Today, Tamil Nadu is
confronting two critical challenges -
the battle for language, which is our
lifeline, and the fight against
delimitation, which is our right,”
Stalin declared in the video message
on Thursday. “Hindi is taking over
other languages. We aren’t against
any specific language. We are
against the imposition of Hindi.”

The Chief Minister alleged that the
central government was using
financial leverage to pressure Tamil
Nadu into accepting the three-
language formula. “They are

Stalin also highlighted the

denying funds to us. They are This decision came after objections to

blackmailing us,” he asserted,
adding that Tamil Nadu was being
“rejected by the Union government”
over its stance on
language issues.

growing support from
other states, noting,
“Today, we are witnessing
voices of solidarity rising
from Karnataka, Punjab,
Telangana and
beyond.”The Punjab
government recently
issued a notification
making Punjabi language
compulsory in all schools,
regardless of board

the exclusion of Punjabi from the
CBSE’s draft scheme for biannual
board exams.
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affiliation, with Education Minister Similarly, the Telangana government,

Harjot Singh Bains announcing that
no student would be declared as
having passed Class 10 without
studying Punjabi.

too, recently mandated Telugu as a
compulsory subject for students
from Class 1 to Class 10 in all
schools in the state starting from the

Y

2025-26 academic session.Beyond
language concerns, Stalin also
raised alarms about the proposed
delimitation of constituencies,
which he claims would
disadvantage southern states
that have successfully
implemented family
planning measures. “Don’t
punish the southern states
which successfully
implemented Family
Planning. Don’t implement
delimitation using
population census,” he
v urged.

_ The Chief Minister ended his
address with a rallying cry:
“We must take a pledge that
we will never compromise Tamil
Nadu’s welfare and future for
anyone. We must fight for Tamil
Nadu. Tamil Nadu will fight, Tamil

Naduwill win.”

-

Suvendu Adhikari complains to poll body
against Mamata Banerjee: Crossed all limits

West Bengal BJP MLA and Leader of Opposition Suvendu Adhikari filed a complaint with the Election Commission of India (ECI)

on Friday against Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, accusing her of attempting to tarnish the poll body's image.

Kolkata. West Bengal BJP MLA and
Leader of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari filed a complaint with the
Election Commission of India (ECI) on
Friday against Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, accusing her of attempting to
tarnish the poll body’s image.In a post
on X, the BJP MLA said the Trinamool
Congress chief questioned the
appointment of Gyanesh Kumar as the
Chief Election Commissioner, alleging
that the BJP was "trying to influence"
the Constitutional body by appointing
'BIPpeople' in key positions.

“Today, I have written a letter to the
Hon'ble Chief Election Commissioner

charges,” read the post by the Bengal BJP leader.

of India regarding Mamata Banerjee's blatant In his complaint, the BJP leader said that the
attempt to tarnish the image of the Election
Commission of India by making baseless

Trinamool Congress chief has "crossed all limits"
by targeting the poll body, which is a permanent

constitutional body. He said that she had
no right to question its appointment or
integrity.“The West Bengal Chief Minister
has crossed all the limits by targeting the
Election Commission of India - a
permanent Constitutional body which was
established in accordance with the
Constitution. She has no right or authority
to question your appointment or integrity.
This is not just it, she also asserted that
unless the Election Commission of India
becomes impartial, there cannot be free
and fair elections,” he said in his
complaint.In his complaint letter, Adhikari
also referred to Mamata Banerjee’s
allegations that the BJP had won elections
in Delhi and Maharashtra by enrolling fake voters
from Haryana and Gujarat, allegedly with the
support of the Election Commission.
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'Sheeshmahal’ charge against
Siddaramaiah: Rs 2.6 crore on
bungalow renovation

Allegations of frivolous expenditure were levelled against Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah after the state Public Works Department gave an
estimate of Rs 2.6 crore to renovate his official residence.

New Delhi. Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah is facing allegations
of frivolous spending after the state Public Works Department
estimated Rs 2.6 crore for renovations at his official residence,
Cauvery.Criticism arose following a government notification from the
finance department, which outlined planned upgrades, including a new
helper’s room with a bathroom, additional storage rooms, storage
racks, upgraded lighting, water points, and other miscellaneous work.

Reportedly, Rs 1.7 crore was allocated for construction of the helper’s

room and kitchen items, while Rs 89 lakh will be used for electrical
upgrade and air conditioning.

BJP MLA from Chikpet Uday Garudachar called the expenditure
outrageous. “Isn’t it atrocious? Something that shouldn’t be done is
being done by the Chief Minister himself. My appeal is that, let us first
ensure all the other things are done. Once those needs are met, he can
focus on renovating his house or whatever else he wants.” he
said.”“People are struggling for money. There’s hardly any left,”
Garudachar added.

The renovation and its cost come amid concerns over Karnataka’s
financial stability. The BJP and its allies claim that the government’s
guarantee schemes were draining funds, leaving no room for
development in the state.

Fiscal worries, policymaking: Why
Shaktikanta Das has been brought to
PM Office

New Delhi. Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta
Das has been appointed as the second Principal Secretary to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. PK Mishra, a retired IAS officer of the
Gujarat cadre, is currently serving as the Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister. The move signals a government focus on economic
expertise amid ongoing financial challenges.Das's appointment comes
at a time when India faces both domestic and global economic
uncertainties. His extensive experience in economic policymaking,
including his tenure as the RBI Governor, is expected to contribute to
the government's financial and economic strategy.

PENSION EXPENDITURE: AFISCAL CONCERN

A key budgetary
trend in recent years
has been the rising
pension bill, which
has now surpassed
government salary
expenses. Data
from the 2025-26
Interim Budget
revealed that while

Rs 1.66 lakh crore
has been allocated
for salaries, Rs 2.77
lakh crore was designated for pensions.

—

WHY SHAKIKANTADAS?
Shaktikanta Das (68) has played a crucial role in major economic

policies, including the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST), demonetisation, and various financial sector reforms. During
his tenure as RBI Governor, he managed critical economic challenges,
including the Covid-19 pandemic, implementing liquidity measures
and monetary policies that stabilised the economy.

During his tenure as Economic Affairs Secretary in 2016, the Modi

government had announced the demonetisation.Das also played a key
role when multiple indirect taxes were merged into one GST, which
came into effect on July 1, 2017. Post-retirement, he was appointed as
a member of the 15th Finance Commission and G20 Sherpa of India.
He became the 25th RBI Governor in 2018 after Urjit Patel resigned

from the post.

Karnataka Governor returns two more bills, asks government to reconsider

® ..Karnataka Governor

Thaawarchand Gehlot

returned two cooperative

New Delhi. Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot returned two
cooperative bills to the state government,
requesting reconsideration
and modifications before |
they are resubmitted. The
Governor deemed the

amendment hills, raising

government’s previous
clarifications on the

concerns over voting

rights and election

processes, and urging the

Karnataka Co-operative .,
Societies (Amendment) Bill, &
2024, and the Karnataka |
Souharda Sahakari
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
unsatisfactory.Concerns
were raised over the

state government to

reconsider key provisions

cooperative societies bill as
Gehlot’s objections were
directed at the provision
granting voting rights to all nominated
members. He stated that the granting of

before submitting them.

voting rights to all nominated members
was not the right course of action, as

@ @

control of the society would be taken by

them. According to him, a democratically Further concerns were expressed regarding

sound move was not being made, as the
rights of elected members were being taken

away through the backdoor. It was
described as a step that would weaken the
democracy and autonomy of the
cooperative sector, and a reconsideration
of the matter was urged.

the proposal to abolish cooperative
election authorities, with independent and

fair elections being deemed
essential despite financial
burden concerns.

For the Souharda Sahakari bill, an

alternative approach to voting
rights for defaulters was
recommended by the Governor.
It was suggested that, rather
than granting voting rights to all
defaulters, a proper method
should be established to prevent
them from voting.

This development follows the

Governor’s recent decision to
return three other bills to the
Karnataka government, citing

the need for additional clarity.

What are these bills?

The Karnataka Co-operative Societies
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, seeks to amend
the Karnataka Co-operative Societies Act,

1959. Key provisions include increasing
government nominations on the boards of
higher cooperative bodies, such as the
state's apex bank, from the current number
to three. These nominations are designated
for members from Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, women, and individuals
from the general category. This change will
expand the board of directors of the apex
bank from 22 to 25 members, potentially
enhancing government influence in
decision-making processes.The Karnataka
Souharda Sahakari (Amendment) Bill,
2024, proposes changes to the Karnataka
Souharda Sahakari Act, 1997. The bill aims
to amend definitions, adjust voting rights,
refine election procedures, and modify the
management structures of cooperative
societies. Notably, it introduces provisions
to grant voting rights to all members,
including defaulters, and implements
reservations in the boards of secondary
cooperatives, federal cooperatives, and
apex cooperatives.
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Europe unsure if US
is still an ally

SINCE the end of World War II, America’s grand
strategy was to ensure that no hostile power arose
on either flank of Eurasia. To this end, the US
initiated the Marshall Plan and helped rebuild
ruined Europe. This, in turn, became an important
factor in raising US prosperity in the 1950s and
1960s. It also shaped the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) alliance and provided men
and material to ensure the security of Europe.

In the east, the US went further in the pursuit of its
goal. It fought a war in Korea that cost it over
35,000 lives and another in Vietnam, where it lost
over 58,000 soldiers. The US occupied Japan till
1952 and completely remade its society and
government in its own image, and it still retains
substantial forces in the country at over a dozen
bases.American President Donald Trump seems to
be wanting to turn this policy inside out. He seems
to want to make deals with the Eurasian powers the
US targeted — Russia and China — and write off
America’s erstwhile friends. His pursuit of
territorial expansion with regard to Canada,
Panama and Denmark looks like a “sphere of
influence” policy where the US will be the
dominant Western Hemisphere power, while
Eurasia will be left to the tender mercies of
Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping.His new posture is
manifesting itself in his approach to the war in
Ukraine, where he has adopted what can, at best,
be termed as a “Russia-leaning neutrality”. This is
apparent in the stark difference visible in a US
draft resolution circulated at the United Nations to
mark the third anniversary of the Russian invasion.
The draft has mourned the loss of life in the
“Russia-Ukraine conflict” and sought “a swift end
to the conflict, including by addressing its root
causes”, while calling for a lasting peace between
Ukraine and Russia. This is arival resolution to the
one that Ukraine and Europe have backed, which
speaks of Russian aggression and the
implementation of past resolutions demanding
that the Russians end the war and withdraw from
Ukraine’s internationally recognised territory.

Trump has adopted a hard approach towards Kyiv.
After freezing out Volodymyr Zelenskyy from the
first US talks with Russia, Trump falsely accused
Ukraine of starting the war that has ravaged that
nation and killed thousands of people. When
Zelenskyy criticised him for living in a
“disinformation bubble”, Trump lashed out,
calling the Ukrainian President a “dictator”. He
attacked Ukraine for tricking the US into spending
$350 billion “to fight a war that couldn’t be won”.
And he has demanded a deal through which the US
would control half the mineral rights of Ukraine to
repay the money that Washington has spent in
supporting Kyiv. According to US News & World
Report, the US has actually spent around $100
billion, while the Europeans have put in nearly
$400 billion till now.The Trump plan is based on
delivering a systemic shock to Europe and Ukraine
to destabilise, if not destroy, the older system
where the US was a firm NATO ally and a key
backer of Ukraine in its war with Russia. The
second objective has been to freeze out Europe and
embrace Russia as a partner in making peace in
Ukraine, even while blaming it for causing the
war. Earlier this month, Trump called Putin and
talked to him about ending the war without
consulting either Ukraine or its European allies.

As for China, things seem to be moving towards a
major trade deal which would take up from where
the Phase I trade deal between the US and China in
the last year of his previous administration left off.
His advisers such as Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent have been pushing a new deal, while his
new alter ego, Elon Musk, has extensive business
interests in China.Just how deep the shift against
Europe is was manifested by the speech of US
Vice-President JD Vance at the Munich Security
Conference last week. He said free speech and
democracy were under attack in Europe, but not
from Russia or China, but mainstream political
parties that were attacking European right-wing
parties like the Alternative for Germany (AfD). It
is no coincidence that the Far Right in Europe is
soft towards Putin.

Nation’s Security: Why Hindus are Responsible Communities?

S

Dr. Maguni Charan Behera

India is home to religions
like Buddhism, Hinduism,
Jainism, and Sikhism. The
country is also shelter to
world religions like Islam
and Christianity. There are
some other faiths and be-
liefs professed in a small
scale. The citizens of the
country mainly belong to
any one of the above reli-
gions. Despite the diversity,
RSS and several other out-
fits advocate that the Hin-
dus are ‘responsible com-
munities’ for the security
of the country. Is there any
logic behind this argument?
Why not citizens belonging
to other religions? In this
essay, I try to see how far
the claim of RSS and others
is authentic.

Hindu is a generic term,
inclusive of all Indian ori-
gin faiths and beliefs like
Sikhism, Buddhism, adivasi
religions, etc. In its specific
sense it is one of the reli-
gions like Buddhism, Jain-
ism, etc. The term Hindu is
used in its inclusive sense
but in some context in
its specific sense. Incisive
sense is synonymous with
traditional sense of Hindus.
Who are Hindus? Arti-
cle 25 (2) b, Explanation
II includes Sikh, Buddhist
and Jaina under Hindu
fold. There are several Acts
which uphold the above
definition. For example,
The Protection of Civil
Rights Act 1955 states that

Uttarakhand, a state revered for its natural beauty

‘Persons  professing the
Buddhist, Sikh or Jaina re-
ligion or persons professing
the Hindu religion in any of
its forms or developments
including Virashaivas,
Lingyats,Adivasis, follow-
ers of Brahmao, Prarthana,
Arya Samaj and the Swami
Narayan Sampradaya shall
be deemed to be Hindus
Looking through the lens
of colonial knowledge that
is based on the principle of
categorisation (in specific
sense) of apparent differ-
ences in name or practice,
some of us see Hinduism
as a category different from
Sikhism, Buddhism, etc. In
fact there was no name for
Hinduism; the Hindu word
is an exonym and the de-
velopments in Hinduism by
reformers like Guru Nanak,
Siddhartha Gautama and
Mabhavir in later years as-
sumed  distinct names
which are endonymies. The
diversity of Indian tradi-
tion unfortunately has been
looked through the lens
of categorisation. But the
Constitution recognises the
diversity in tradition as a
unity, called the Hindus or
Hinduism.

The citizens of India who
own responsibility of pro-
tection of tradition, people
and territory are (i) tra-
ditional, and (ii) migrant
Indians.  The time line
between the two could be
beginning of the Christian
era because major migrants
after this era are Muslim
invaders and colonisers
who maintain their distinct
religious identity. ~While
maintaining their religious
identity they are converting
traditional Indians. Other
invaders like Saka, Hun

and ecological significance, faces a stark paradox.
While citizens rally to protect Himalayan cedar
trees and discuss solutions for environmental
degradation, a recent Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report exposes rampant misuse of
funds meant for forest conservation. Money
intended for afforestation under the
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management
and Planning Authority (CAMPA) has instead
been squandered on iPhones, laptops and office
renovations. The report reveals that Rs 14 crore
meant for reforestation was diverted to non-

and Ahom have assimilated
with Indian tradition, i.e.
the Hindu tradition. The
adivasis who are Hindus
as mentioned in the above
Act are traditional Indians
and migrants. Some mi-
grant tribes like Monpa,
Khamti, Singphow, Meyor,
Memba, etc. have adopted
Buddhism and embedded
in traditional fold of India.
Even the adivasis who are
converted have traditional
origin contributing in the
making of the pluralistic
culture of India. Then why
Hindus only are responsible
communities?
Generally,what one thinks,
one executes thought
through words and deeds.
Behind the behaviour and
action of a person are men-
tal forces. One thinks or
one’s metal force is shaped
on the basis of the image
formed in mind. Forma-
tion of image in mind de-
pends on person’s exposure
to ideas, education, and
environment. One becomes
Marxist, forming an image
on the basis of Marxian ide-
ology and it reflects in his
or her communication, ac-
tion and behaviour.

The religion that is not
based on Indian tradition
contains a different ideol-
ogy having suitability to a
different context and tradi-
tion. Certainly, Christianity
and Islam do not belong to
Indias tradition. The ide-
ology behind Christianity
or Islam does not believe
in diversity like Hinduism
where many apparent gods
and goddesses are wor-
shipped. The person, who is
born and grows in diversity,
recognises and respects
differences in beliefs and

faiths. Therefore, a tradi-
tional tribesperson is never
a fundamentalist; never
kills another tribesperson
if his belief and faith differ.
One who lives in diversity
does not attach exclusiv-
ity to life or any aspect of it
though due to ignorance of
the core principle one may
consider one’s faith superior
but does not claim to be the
only best and true. Idea of
exclusiveness in Islam or
Christianity is behind the
practice of preaching their
tenets to be the only belief
and only the truth. This
belief accompanied by ego
leads to forceful conver-
sion also. Buddhism is also
propaganda type; but it
does not propagate a belief
around a Supreme Being or
Beings. It advocates right
behaviour; it is relational
and is based on cause and
effect rationality. It does not
teach fanaticism. The claim
of only the truth has caused
many wars to show supe-
riority of a religion. A few
important ones are men-
tioned below.

Crusade- The Holy War
(1096-1291), history of Ji-
hads and several research
works like Bernard Lewis’s
The Roots of Muslim Rage
(1990), Basil Mathews ‘s
Young Islam on Trek: A
Study in the Clash of Civi-
lisations (1926) with refer-
ence to Middle East, and
Ahemed Al-Dawoody’s
Islamic Law of War Justi-
fications and Regulations
(2011) state about the tradi-
tion of war in Christianity
and Islam. These wars are
primarily based on reli-
gion unlike political wars
between kingdoms and
nations. Clash of Civilisa-

Laptops over trees

Uttarakhand govt squanders forest funds

tions (1996) by Samuel P.
Huntington believes in the
clashes of all civilizations,
though some civilisations
like Hinduism, Buddhism
or Jainism have no his-
tory of fighting on religious
ground. Recent Israel and
Palestine war between Is-
lamic and Jewish tradition
or Armenia and Azerbaijan
war in 2023 has religious es-
sence at the core. In Israel-
Palestine war, Jerusalem,
the birth place of Jesus is
the bone of contention.

When one is trained in an
ideology and attaches ex-
clusiveness, the person is
blind to other truths. For
the person the loyalty to re-
ligion supersedes loyalty to
a nation based on secular-
ism or is different religions.
In India the loyalty to
Hinduism(specific sense),
Buddhism, Jainism, Sikh-
ism or adivasi religions do
not expose followers to a
foreign land. That is why
adivasi and other Indian or-
igin Christians demand for
Indianisation or Indigeni-
getion of Church. Their loy-
alty to religion and territory
is balanced because they
lived in the territory before
converted to Christianity.
Muslims of Indian origin
have started understanding
of territorial loyalty. It is to
be informed that a large sec-
tion of Christians and Islam
has exposure to religious
ideology than valuing ter-
ritorial importance because
narratives about the former
make round through their
own men. Other religions
in India have remote possi-
bility of being influenced by
outside ideology. Though
a section of Sikhs demand
for Khalistan-a separate

state, it is not the influence
of Sikh ideology. It is rath-
er against the principle of
what Sikhs have been strug-
gling against- to protect
Hinduism and the country.
History stands as testimo-
ny. Derailed sections of the
Sikhs is an aberration.

But there is a larger pos-
sibility that more of Indian
Christians and Muslims
could be influenced by nar-
ratives which hold superi-
ority of religion than the
territory they live in. There
could be also misguided
Hindus who are likely to fall
victim to it due to exposure
to non-Indian narratives.
Hindu unity is the call to
avoid such aberrations be-
cause they have no outside
loyalty like Muslims and
Christians. They have great-
er potentiality than Hindus
for outside influence, for
their religion has outside
existence and origin, which
may be fatal for the coun-
try. However, as they have
started understanding the
importance of territorial
loyalty and religious loyalty
simultaneously, the future
will have a different consid-
eration. But at present, cau-
tion is the need. Territorial
loyalty and religious loyalty
of Hindu communities have
no outside influence and so
the country will be safe in
their hands till others bal-
ance between outside loyal-
ty and territorial loyalty and
recognition to the cruciality
of diversity.

(The Author is a Retired Pro-

fessor; can be contacted...
email mcbeheral 959@
gmail.com)

state is already struggling with a drying Ganga,

landslides and deforestation-driven disasters.
Reports highlight unchecked hill cutting,
unstable slopes and pollution concerns. Yet,
those in power continue to divert funds away
from genuine conservation efforts. Beyond the
forest department, the Workers Welfare Board
spent Rs 607 crore without proper approvals
and 52 projects bypassed mandatory
environmental clearances. Such governance
failures demand accountability. Forest Minister
Subodh Uniyal has ordered a probe, but unless
it leads to strict action, public trust will further

. erode.

When citizens are fighting to save trees and
restore degraded landscapes, the government’s
financial recklessness is nothing short of
betrayal. Uttarakhand must act decisively —
before its rivers dry up, its forests vanish and its green
cover becomes just another forgotten policy promise.

:F-_“. ~ !i.-ii
essential expenditures, even as afforestation T
projects lagged. The CAMPA mandates that funds
be used within a set timeframe, yet in 37 cases,
compensatory afforestation took over eight years.
It is not surprising that under these circumstances, standard set by the Forest Research Institute.
the sur\_/ival rate of planted trees between 2017-2022  Thjs financial mismanagement is even more alarming,
was a dismal 33 per cent, far below the 60-65 per cent  gjyen Uttarakhand’s mounting ecological crises. The

Deadly cost of hyper-competitive education

What has severely damaged the intellectual growth of our kids is the one-sided importance to one’s performance in tests like the JEE, NEET and CUET.

ISN’T it absurd that we can't think of anything beyond a
set of technical solutions — say, the installation of Instead of arousing the learner's curiosity or activating
'suicide proofing' fans in hostel rooms, or nets in
balconies and lobbies — to the recurring problem of
suicides or the abrupt end of the life-journey of
broken/shattered/ disillusioned young students in Kota,

which is a site of the demonic coaching industry?

Well, in recent times, the business of the Kota coaching
industry has somewhat declined because of the 'bad'
name it got as newspapers began to report regularly Second, in addition to the obsession with
about the pathetic mental health of young aspirants. In
fact, the number of students in Kota is falling and, as a
report reveals, the annual revenue of this business

enterprise has been reduced to Rs 3,500 crore from

Rs 7,000 crore.However, nothing seems to have changed
as far as the agony of young minds is concerned. In this
year only, seven students have ended their lives by
suicide and sought to convey the message that they
could not bear the pressure and fulfil the parental
aspirations for 'good' careers/lucrative salary packages.

It is sad that we are not yet ready to think of a meaningful
solution to this sort of suicide beyond the parameters of
the typical 'law and order' discourse or even a set of
routine 'counselling sessions'.In fact, it is high time
some of us began to raise certain critical issues we
seldom talk about. In this context, as a teacher and
concerned citizen, let me make four observations.First,
what has severely damaged the intellectual/ psychic
growth of our children is the faulty pattern of education
that has attached almost one-sided importance to one's
performance in standardised tests, like the JEE, NEET
and CUET. It has systematically devalued what really
matters for the intellectual, aesthetic and moral

development of the child.

And, I have no hesitation in saying that these standardised
tests destroy the joy of learning and kill the ecstasy of a

psychic pressure and fulfil the unnatural parental
ambitions.No wonder, it is now common to find a
suicide note like this: "I am the worst daughter. Sorry
mummy, papa. Yahi lasts option hai."

And finally, let us accept that the routinised acts like
pariksha pe charcha or a set of counselling sessions fail
to address the real issueThe fact is that these youngsters

are suffering because we live in an over-

populated society of perpetual
scarcity.Moreover, because ofthe
neoliberal/market-driven doctrine of

orientations. For instance, there is no harm if your child
is not particularly inclined to science and mathematics.
Likewise, it is possible for a child to have deep interests

creatively nuanced critical pedagogy.

his/her ability to think, interpret, contemplate and go
deeper into the exciting domain of sciences and  in the so-called 'soft' domains — say, music, literature,
humanities, these problematic MCQ-centric tests  aesthetics, theatre or social work.

transform him/her into a 'war strategist', continually And, it is not a mistake on the part of your child if she/he
mastering the 'technique' of identifying the 'oneandonly = needs some breathing space for exploring and
one correct answer' — instantly and
mechanically.

standardised tests, we are witnessing another

disturbing phenomenon — the growth of I [ § hyper-competitiveness and the
'dummy schools'. As these schools have a setting 0 ﬂﬂﬂm ‘ = Pos resultant logic of the 'survival of the
with coaching centres, young students need not e o E U I,, H T fittest', the commodification of almost

every aspect of life seems to have
become normal. As education is
increasingly commodified and
marketed, it loses its libertarian
potential. Nobody joins the coaching
industry to think critically or activate
the faculties that make us truly humane,
compassionate and sensitive.

Likewise, these days, the worth of being
educated is measured primarily in terms
of "placement and salary package." And
this reckless pressure to emerge as a
saleable commodity or a "resource" that
the market needs to use tends to cripple
one from deep inside. Alienation or chronic nervousness
is the price of 'success'. Indeed, as the latest National
Crime Records Bureau data suggests, with 13,044
student suicides in a year, an "epidemic is sweeping
India."

When will we wake up, initiate a movement for structural
and cultural transformation and give a life-affirming
vision of education and vocation to our children?

attend regular classes and take part in the
dynamics of school culture. Instead, they do what
coaching centres dictate — say, the act of
mastering the 'success manuals' or all sorts of
strategies for cracking such tests as the JEE and
NEET.Be it physics or mathematics, biology or
chemistry, everything is reduced to an MCQ
question. No wonder, the formative years of
these youngsters are spent in an environment that
promotes endless drilling, mental fatigue and
hyper-competitiveness and the chronic fear of
failure.It destroys the joy of learning, or the art
exploring the domains of science, culture and
aesthetics holistically, creatively and mindfully.
No wonder, they miss what a comprehensive school
culture provides — say, a life-long relationship with
good teachers, a spirit of fellow feeling and the joy of
music, theatre, sports and other 'non-utilitarian' creative S
pursuits.

Third, it is equally important on the part of the parents to
accept a set of fundamental facts about their children's
unique aptitudes, inclinations, capabilities and mental

sTITUTE |
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understanding what she/he really wishes to do in life.
owever, as the anxiety-ridden middle class parents abhor
any 'risk', they want their kids to follow what is seen as
the standardised path towards a 'secure’ career.

0, these youngsters, irrespective of their inclinations and
capabilities, are compelled to nurture the same ambition
that is seen as 'acceptable’: the desire to become a
software engineer or a doctor. Quite often, it becomes
exceedingly difficult for them to bear the resultant

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or

binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive

jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-

lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Harry Brook my choice to be
next England captain, but be
careful: Nasser Hussain

New Delhi Nasser Hussain said that Harry
Brook would be his choice to replace Jos
Buttler as England's next white-ball captain
but admitted that they will need to be careful
with the young batter. England faced another
disappointing outing at an ICC event as they
were dumped out of the Champions Trophy
2025 following their loss to Afghanistan.
This would raise questions about Jos
Buttler's position as the skipper of the
side.Buttler admitted that he would need to
assess his position as skipper following the
exit from the Champions Trophy. Hussain, in
his column for the Daily Mail, endorsed
Brook to take the role as he felt it was time to
move away from Buttler. However, the
fomer captain admitted that the choices are a
bit limited at the moment.

"Harry Brook would be my choice as
England’s next limited-overs captain now
it's clearly time to move on from Jos
Buttler.""If you're having to think about
being England captain, as Buttler said he
would be after Champions Trophy
elimination earlier this week, you probably
know you’re done.""The truth is though that
as far as future leaders go, the cupboard is

pretty bare and some of that is simply
because not enough domestic 50-over
cricket is being played," said Hussain.Brook
has had experience leading England in ODIs
as he was skipper of the side for the series
against Australia last year.

Champions Trophy: Full Coverage | Points
Tablelssues with appointing Brook as
skipperHussain pointed out that the major
issue with appointing Brook is that he is a
regular in the Test team and England has a
packed schedule this year when it comes to
red-ball cricket. Hussain felt that England
would need to ensure that they aren't
weighing down a young player with too
much burden."And there would be issues
with appointing Brook. Namely whether, in
such an important year that includes a home
Test series against India and ends with the
Ashes, you want to pass on all the burdens
associated with leading a struggling side
onto a young man and make his life a bit
more difficult as a result.""England are
trying to go in a direction where they're
playing a lot of their Test players in the
limited-overs sides. Do they want that with
the captain as well? That is another question.

Jose Mourinho hanned for fqur
matches and fined after Turkish
referees comment

ISTANBUL: Fenerbahce manager Jose
Mourinho was given a four-match ban and
fined by the Turkish Football Federation
following his comments about Turkish
referees after a match at Galatasaray.The
Turkish federation on Thursday fined the 62-
year-old Portuguese coach 1.6 million
Turkish lira ($44,000) after he criticized the
match officials in a media conference
following a 0-0 Super Lig draw on Monday.

Mourinho served one of his suspended four
games on Thursday when he was absent from
the bench for Fenerbahce's 4-1 Turkish Cup
win at Gaziantep.Britain's Sky Sports News
said Fenerbahce had appealed the four-game
ban. It means that if Fenerbahce's appeal is
unsuccessful, he will miss their next three
domestic games.In his post-match interview
on Monday, Mourinho welcomed the
decision to bring in a foreign referee for the

game and also praised Slavko Vincic of
Slovenia for a "top performance."

Mourinho said he'd gone to see the referee and
thank him following the game. When he saw
the fourth official — a Turkish referee —
Mourinho said he told him: "If you are the
referee ... would be a disaster."

Asked about a challenge early in the match, he
said a Turkish referee would have reacted
with a yellow card "after the big dive and
their bench jumping around like monkeys."

The Turkish federation said the ban and fine
were instituted due to "derogatory and
offensive statements towards the Turkish
referee" and accusations of chaos and
disorder in Turkish football.It said
Mourinho's remarks violated sports ethics,
promoted violence and disorder and could
incite fan incidents.Fenerbahce issued a
statement on Tuesday defending Mourinho,
saying his comments were taken out of
context and deliberately distorted.Former
Chelsea, Manchester United and Tottenham
Hotspur manager Mourinho has previously
been fined and suspended for his comments
about Turkish match officials.
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«Ashwin and Dhoni's reunion took

New Delhi.

Lahore rain and Australia threaten
Afghanistan's historic semi-final bid

«Afghanistan faces Australia in

a virtual quarter-final at the
Champions Trophy

«Rain is expected to threaten

the match in Lahore

«Both teams have heaten

England in Group B

— R
New Delhi Australia and Afghanistan might

not carry the history of India vs Pakistan, but
it is quickly gaining traction as one of the
most dramatic events in an ICC tournament.
This is the fourth time in four different
editions of ICC trophies that the two teams
will meet in a high-stakes match, and sparks
will fly once again as politics and cricket mix
on the 22 yards at Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore.

Australia have previously refused to play

against Afghanistan, citing the troubled
history of women's rights in Afghanistan.
There have been calls for a boycott from

The Afghanistan players, who have been

certain sections of the Australian crowd
once again, and thankfully, from a
cricketing perspective — and a
cricketing perspective alone — those
calls have fallen on deaf ears.

prominent fixtures in the Big Bash
League over the years, have publicly
challenged the calls for a boycott in the
past. "I want, all the players want, to
play cricket because that is the only
source of happiness for people back
home in Afghanistan, and if you take
that away, there is nothing that people
could celebrate or enjoy," Rashid Khan
had told PTI in an interview back in
2024.This subtle undertone of
dissatisfaction, hurt, and betrayal has always
added that extra pitch of theatre to this
buddingrivalry.

AUSTRALIA VS AFGHANISTAN IN ICC

EVENTS

In recent years, Afghanistan have hurt

Australia twice in ICC tournaments. In the
2022 T20 World Cup, Afghanistan played
out a thriller against Australia in Adelaide,
denying them a win by a big margin, thanks
to a whirlwind knock from Rashid Khan.
Rashid's innings meant that Australia won

In 2023, at the ODI World Cup in India,

Afghanistan had Australia by the scruff of
the neck. But a generational double hundred
from Glenn Maxwell knocked them out
instead. From 91/7, Maxwell and Pat
Cummins struck a spellbinding partnership
to chase down 292 runs in Mumbai, creating
amemory for the ages.

In 2024, Afghanistan took some semblance of

revenge, beating Australia by 21 runs in the
Super 8 stage of the T20 World Cup, booking
a spot in their first-ever semi-final in the ICC
tournament.Champions Trophy: Full
Coverage | Points Table

the Super 12 match by just 4 runs, which AUSTRALIAAND ICC TOURNAMENTS

eventually led to their exit by Net Run Rate.

While Afghanistan did it in 2024, beating

MS Dhoni and R Ashwin reunited as
CSK amp up IPL 2025 preparations

wAshwin rejoined (SK during IPL

2025 auction

w(SK begin their IPL 2025 campaign

against Ml

the fans down memory lane

MS Dhoni and R Ashwin were
reunited once again as Chennai Super
Kings amped up their preparations for the
upcoming season of IPL 2025. Ashwin and
Dhoni were part of the CSK team that won
back-to-back IPL titles in 2010 and 2011.
Ashwin wasn't part of the CSK side during
the 2018 season as he moved to the Punjab
Kings.The off-spinner would make his
much-awaited return to CSK during the IPL
2025 auction as he was bought for a
whopping 9.75 crore rupees. This means
that Ashwin will be back at the Chepauk,
alongside Dhoni and former India bowling

partner Ravindra Jadeja as Chennai bid to
win their 6th IPL title. The franchise has
already started their preps with Dhoni9,
captain Ruturaj Gaikwad and others
joining at the team base for the preparatory
camp.

CSK shared a video on social media on

Thursday, February 27 showing Dhoni and
Ashwin heading onto the field for practice.
This certainly struck a chord with the
Chennai fans, who were quickly reminded of
the great days that the duo shared while
donning the famous yellow jersey. You can
see the full video below:Ashwin had reacted

earlier about his CSK return and said he was
reminded of the 2011 auction when the
franchise went all in for him.

"They say life is a circle. I played for them

from 2008 to 2015. I am always indebted to

them. Whatever I learnt at CSK then has

propelled me this far in international cricket.
It's been 10 years since I played for
CSK."

"The price, CSK buying me and all
that is there. But, I feel nostalgic
because, CSK fought for me during
the bidding war like how they did in
2011. It was a trip down memory
lane. It's a very special feeling."

"I have seen a lot of 'Anbuden fans'
banners. I have played there for
Rajasthan Royals. 1 played in
Chennai, and I noticed that CSK
fans won't shout or celebrate when |
am bowling and batting."CSK will
begin their IPL 2025 campaign with
a mouth-watering clash against

Mumbai Indians at the Chepauk on March

23."] am so glad to return to CSK. I am

looking forward to playing in front of the

ever-growing fandom. Looking forward to
playing with MS Dhoni and playing under

Ruturaj Gaikwad," said Ashwin.

Pakistan cricket's miserable state: Prime
Minister to take notice, says advisor

New Delhi.Pakistan's embarrassing exit
from the Champions Trophy is set to have
ramifications. Rana Sanaullah, who is the
advisor to Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, said in an interview that
the PM will be taking notice of structural
discrepancies in the Pakistan Cricket
Board, run by Mohsin Naqvi.Sanaullah
gave a fiery interview to Pakistani paper
Dawn, where he stated that despite the
autonomy of the PCB, they have not been
able to deliver results. The advisor to the
Pakistani PM said that the PCB had done as
they pleased, which included spending
limitless money on the Champions Cup,
with a budget of 900 million Pakistani
rupees.“The cricket board is an independent
institution. They can do as they please,
which they have. And what they’ve done, it
is my personal opinion that I will request the
prime minister to discuss the matter in the
cabinet and parliament,” Rana Sanaullah
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said.“This is not about any particular
instance, or about any one chairman being
appointed. This is a process that you can see
has been happening for the past five or 10
years,” he added.Champions Trophy: Full
Coverage | Points Table“The expenditure
happening at a higher level should be
brought in front of the country and
parliament," he concluded.Pakistan
overspent their budget for the Champions
Trophy by a significant amount due to the

renovation of their three stadiums.
Lahore, Rawalpindi, and Karachi saw
major overhauls to bring the stadiums up
to international standards. According to a
PTI report, Pakistan had originally
planned to spend PKR 12.3 billion on
renovation costs, but it went over by
nearly 6 billion PKR when the project was
completed.Sanaullah also slammed the
Champions Cup, the brainchild of PCB
chairman Mohsin Naqvi, which was
meant to elevate the standards of
domestic players in Pakistan. Sanaullah
claimed that the five mentors of the
Champions Cup sides had no clue what they

were doing and were essentially being paid

for doing nothing.“Mentors are being paid
PKR 5 million and have been heard
admitting to the media that they are unaware
of their responsibilities, so they’ve been
taking PKR 5 million monthly for not

working,” he said.

Australia in an ICC tournament is a
monumental task. Ask India, who,
despite having a near-perfect campaign
in 2023, faltered against Australia in the
final at home. India, under the leadership
of Rohit Sharma, became the first team in
over a decade to fail to win a World Cup
final at home.Forget India, ask England
in this Champions Trophy. Playing
against a C-string Australian team,
England failed to defend 350 runs in
Lahore, despite having their full-strength
attack. Australia are like a mythical beast
in ICC tournaments. You hear about them
in stories, like folklore of sorts. On their
normal days, they play like a dream; it
does not matter if they are weaker in
strength, and on certain days, Australia
remain utterly invincible.
MUST WIN FORAFGHANISTAN
The good thing is that for Afghanistan, things
remain simple. They have to slay the beast. If
Afghanistan win, they go through to the
semi-finals. If they lose, they are knocked
out. Things remain slightly different for
Australia, though. I mean, if they win, they
surely go through, but if they lose, they have
to hope that England heavily beat South
Africa in their final group-stage game, which
in turn would help Australia qualify via Net
Run Rate.

Lewis Hamilton features on
TIME magazine cover, reveals
why he chose Ferrari

New Delhi Ferrari's Lewis Hamilton has been
featured on the cover of TIME magazine
ahead of the start of the F1 2025 season.
Hamilton ended his association with
Mercedes, where he won six World
Championships, to complete his boyhood
dream of joining the iconic team.

The British driver has already started his
practice with Ferrari and featured in the
famous red suit at the F1 2025 event recently.
Ahead of the start of the new season,
Hamilton is now on the cover of the iconic
magazine, which had an incredible picture.
The photo on the cover showed Hamilton with
a prancing horse in the background, just like
Ferrari's logo.a

Why did Hamilton chose Ferrari?

In the interview with TIME, Hamilton revealed
the reason behind choosing Ferrari. The 40-
year-old said that he didn't want to stand still
for a long time and wanted to throw himself
into something uncomfortable once
again.You can’t stand still for too long,” said
Hamilton.“I needed to throw myself into
something uncomfortable again. Honestly, |
thought all my firsts were done. Your first car,
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your first crash, your first date, first day of
school. The excitement I got by the idea of,
“This is my first time in the red suit, the first
time in the Ferrari.” Wow. Honestly, I’ve never
been so excited.”Hamilton also admitted that
he had come to terms with the idea he may
never drive for Ferrari.“If I’'m really honest, [
had accepted the fact that I'm probably not
going to drive for Ferrari,” says Hamilton. I
was OK with that.”While many have been
sceptical about Hamilton's move to Ferrari
because of his age, the British driver isn't
ready to consider himselfan 'old man'just yet.

“The old man is a state of mind,” says Hamilton.
“Of course your body ages. But I’'m never
going to be an old man.”

Prague Masters: Praggnanandhaa held again,
Chithambaram scores crushing win against Keymer

«Chithambaram was quite

unstoppable as he kept
increasing the pressure till
Keymer walked in to a lost
rook and pawns endgame ?
it took 45 moves in all.

PRAGUE. Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa

played out a second straight draw against
Turkey's Gurel Ediz while Aravindh
Chithambaram crashed through the defences
of Germany's Vincent Keymer in the second
round of the Prague Masters here.

Chithambaram, who has been knocking hard

on the doors of elite circles, scored his first
victory with black pieces after squeezing
himself out of danger zone in his first-round
game against Czech Grandmaster Nguyen
Thai Dai Van.The Indian was involved in the
sole decisive game of the day in the 10-
players round-robin format, while the other
matches ended in draws.Dai Van drew his
second game on the trot with Sam Shankland
of the United States, top seeded Wei Yi from
China opened his account after splitting the
point with Dutchman Anish Giri, and Quang
Leim Le of Vietnam achieved the same result
against Navara David from Czech Republic.

With seven rounds to go, Chithambaram

joined Shankland in lead on 1.5 points out of
two games. They are followed by Giri, Le,
Dai Van, David, Keymer and
Praggnanandhaa. Ediz and Wei Yi share the
last spot on a half point apiece from their two
games.n a day when world champion Boris
Spassky breathed his last, Chithambaram's

victory had traits of the Russian's style of
play to go for the kill at the first opportunity
and not let it slip.The Queen's gambit
accepted may have a solid reputation with
black pieces but the young Indian cavalry is
all out to breakout of that stereotype.

How else could one explain Chithambaram's

choice of move order that gave white the
luxury of a dynamic centre? It was an inch-
by-inch invasion that won Chithambaram a
pawn in the middle game and the trade of

queens was later forced by the Indian to harp
on the better possibilities for his troupe.

Chithambaram was quite unstoppable as he
kept increasing the pressure till Keymer
walked in to a lost rook and pawns endgame
?ittook 45 moves in all.Praggnanandhaa has
shown his ability to play all openings with
either colour and his choice of French
defence turned out to be a good one
guaranteeing an equal game.The lone
problem was to make something out of an
equal position and the 16-year old Turk
proved why he is hailed as one of the
brightest among young Europeans, as he
gave a little away.The players signed the
peace on move 46 when it was evident the
rook endgame did not offer chances for
either of them.In the challengers' section
which is being held simultaneously, Divya
Deshmukh broke out of her shackles to score
an impressive victory over Richard Stalmach
of Czech Republic.
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N & Injured As Her Dress Gets Stuck In
> Bike's Tyre And Chain, Shows Scars

Actress Roshni Walia had a scary accident when
her dress got caught in a bike's tyre, leaving
her injured. She shared her experience and a

photo of her scar online.

!

a bike’s tyre and chain, leaving her injured. The mishap left her with visible
scars, which she later shared with her fans. Roshni, best known for portraying
Ajabde Punwar in Bharat Ka Veer Putra—Maharana Pratap, sustained a severe thigh
injury. She has now taken to social media to update her fans about her health and
share a photo of her
scar.Taking to her Snapchat,
Roshni penned a note that
read, “Hey loves, quick
“Please be careful and 1
avoid wearing loose d '
clothes around :
bikes! I'm struggling
a lot, but I’m thankful nothing worse happened. Love you all, and thanks
for checking in. Stay safe!" she added.The 22-year-old actress also shared
“I just wish everyone, especially the younger generation, could listen to you even once, to feel what I
felt. You’ve taught me so much about being humble and kind, and I’ll always be grateful for that.
You always have the solution to any problem !! I feel so blessed and inspired by you. Working with
you is something I'll treasure forever. I hope I’ll always get to hear your amazing stories and keep
learning from you," she added.

ﬁ ctress Roshni Walia recently had a scary accident when her dress got caught in

update-I’m in a lot of pain
right now, and I know
many of you have been
asking how I got this
scar. My dress got stuck
in the tire and chain of a
bike, and it got tangled
around my leg until it
finally tore. It was a
really scary
experience.”
aphoto of her thigh injury and added a sad emoji with it.

On the work fronr, Roshni Walia is set to appear in Son of Sardaar 2, the

sequel to Ajay Devgn’s 2012 action-comedy Son of Sardaar. The original

film, directed by Ashwni Dhir, was a remake of SS Rajamouli’s Maryada

Ramanna and featured Sanjay Dutt, Sonakshi Sinha, and Juhi Chawla. The

sequel will have Mrunal Thakur in the lead role.Recently, during the UK schedule of

Son of Sardaar 2, Roshni had shared photos with Ajay writing, “You truly amaze me

with your humbleness and kindness @ajaydevgn sir. There’s something so powerful about your

presence—you have this incredible aura that just draws people in. The more time I spend with you,

the more I realize how much I can learn from you, and it feels like that learning will never end. Your

experience and knowledge are beyond words.”

Nargis Fakhri

Marries Boyfriend Tony Beig In A Secret Wedding In Los Angeles

B ollywood actress Nargis Fakhri has tied the knot with

her longtime beau Tony Beig. Reportedly, the two Renortedlvq Nargis Fakhri and

recently got married in a secret wedding in Los . .
Angeles. It was said to be an intimate affair which was T()nv Belg h ave been dat]ng f()r
only attended by family members and close v R
friends.“Both Nargis and Tony ensured that three vears now. Thev met in 2022.
nobody clicked pictures of the two from the
wedding. It was an extremely private
function with only family members and
close friends," a source cited by ETimes
claimed and added that the couple is now
in Switzerland for their honeymoon.
However, it should be noted that
neither Nargis nor Tony have
confirmed or denied their marriage
rumours as of now.
Who Is Tony Beig?
Reportedly, Nargis Fakhri and
Tony Beig have been dating for
three years now. While not
much information about Tony
is known, it is said that he is a
Kashmiri-born LA-based
businessman.Previously, in an
interview, Nargis admitted to
being in a relationship. Even
though she did not name Tony,
she said, “T don’t want to go into
the details, but yes, I have relationship. No, I am not an obsessed girlfriend. Everybody who is
someone in my life. with me loves my company so much that they miss me when I am not
I'am very happy." The actress alsoadded,  around.
“I am a very lucky person that I am "Nargis, who hails from the US, made her Bollywood debut with
loved by many. I am a partner person,  Rockstar and has been a part of multiple films. She is known for
so I love to do things with people I care  movies like Madras Cafe, Phata Poster Nikla Hero, Main Tera Hero,
about. Anditdoesn’thavetobejustina  Saagasam,Azhar, Dishoom and Torbaaz.

Urfi Javed's Sister Dolly Javed
Joins '7 Days Live', Becomes 1st
Confirmed Contestant Of Show
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rfi Javed’s sister Dolly Javed is all set to

join ‘7 Days Live’. CNN-Newsl8

Showsha exclusively learnt that the latter
is all set to participate in the upcoming live
reality show, which will be hosted by stand-up
comedian Anubhav Bassi. A source close to the
show told us that Dolly has signed the contract
and is the first confirmed contestant on the
show. More details are awaited.Last year, Urfi
Javed introduced Dolly Javed to everyone with
her show, Follow Kar Lo Yaar. In the show, Urfi
and Dolly’s chemistry with their other sisters
became a talking point. Later, Dolly was also
rumoured to participate in Bigg Boss 18.
However, she was not on the final list of
contestants.

7 Days Live, which promises to be an exciting
and unpredictable ride, will feature social
media influencers as contestants competing
against each other in a series of challenges. It
will stream on JioHotstar.

Recently, Anubhav Bassi also talked about his
upcoming show in an interview and said,
“When I first heard about 7 Days Live, I was
like, ‘Bhai, this is madness!” Live means no
cuts, no edits, just pure, raw chaos and I'm all
for it! Two creators from completely different
worlds, stuck under one roof? Total
entertainment guaranteed!"The Tu Jhoothi
Main Makkaar actor further spilled the beans
regarding what we can expect from the show
and added, “I will be hosting such a show for
the first time. There will not be any serious
speeches and no motivational talks, because
that’s just not me. I’1l keep it fun, candid, and
yes, with abit ofleg-pulling."

Bassi also said that he would certainly try to push
the creators to test their limits and get the best
out of them. “I’ll definitely stir things up a little
and push these guys to test their limits. After all,
it’s not just about content; it’s about infinite
possibilities," he stated.7 Days Live will stream
on JioHotstar from February 22.

Karisma Kapoor Poses With
Cousins Zahan Kapoor, Shaira
Kapoor, Calls Themselves

he entire Kapoor clan came together to

celebrate the wedding of Aadar Jain and

Alekha Advani. Karisma Kapoor,
Kareena Kapoor Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Alia
Bhatt, Ranbir Kapoor, Shashi Kapoor’s sons
Karan Kapoor and Kunal Kapoor, Neetu
Kapoor and many others were spotted arriving
for the wedding. Now, Karisma has also
shared some inside pictures from the wedding
ceremony. In one picture, she was seen
enjoying a fun moment with her cousins Zahan
Kapoor and Shaira Kapoor. Lolo cheekily
captioned it ‘singles in the family’, celebrating
the trio’s single status.Karisma Kapoor took to
her Instagram story to share a picture with
Kunal Kapoor’s children Zahan Kapoor and
Shaira Kapoor. Lolo looked stunning in a
traditional golden kanjeevaram saree with a
metallic embroidered blouse, and
accessorized her look with a statement
navratan and polki necklace, earrings and a
golden clutch. She posed next to her cousin
Zahan Kapoor, who was dressed in a beige and
golden kurta, while Shaira looked stunning in
an ice blue lehenga. The trio struck a lovely
pose, and their camaraderie was quite evident
in the picture. Embracing their current single
status, Karisma Kapoor playfully captioned
the picture, “Singles in the family (red heart
emoji) @zahankapoor @shairakapoor #Me."
Check it out below!

Karisma Kapoor was previously married to
industrialist Sanjay Kapur. They got divorced
in 2016. They are parents to a daughter,
Samaira, born in 2005, and a son, Kiaan, born
in 2010.For the unversed, Zahan Kapoor and
Shaira Kapoor are Shashi Kapoor’s
grandchildren. Zahan made his screen acting
debut with the 2022 film ‘Faraaz’, and was
also recently seen in Vikramaditya Motwane’s
thriller series ‘Black Warrant’, which released
on Netflix. Zahan’s performance in the series
garnered immense praise.

On the professional front, Karisma Kapoor was
recently seen as one of the judges on the dance
reality show ‘India’s Best Dancer Season 4°.
She also starred in Homi Adajania’s mystery
thriller film ‘Murder Mubarak’, which
released on Netflix in 2024. The film also
starred Pankaj Tripathi, Sara Ali Khan, Vijay
Varma, Dimple Kapadia, Sanjay Kapoor,
Tisca Chopra, Suhail Nayyar and Tara Alisha
Berry. Karisma will be next seen in a series
Brown, helmed by Abhinay Deo. It is
reportedly based on Abheek Barua’s 2016
book City of Death.
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