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Elon Musk's DOGE sends
2nd 'what did you do last
week' e-mail to federal
workers

world.The Elon Musk-led Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) has sent a second "what did you
do last week" e-mail to US federal workers, asking
them to list their weekly accomplishments by
midnight on Monday, despite widespread criticism
over its decision to fire hundreds of thousands of
government employees as part of a broader budget
overhaul. The new e-mails, with the subject line,
"What did you do last week? Part II" were sent out on
Saturday night, less than a week after the first “what
did you do last week?” mail on February 23,
prompting hundreds of thousands of workers to list
five tasks that they had completed over the past
week.Several government agencies, including the
Departments of Defence, Homeland Security, the US
Office of Personnel Management, NASA and the
FBI, among others, had asked employees to ignore
DOGE's directive at the time.However, staffers at the
Departments of Treasury and Transportation, as well
as independent agencies like the Federal
Communications Commission and the Federal Trade
Commission were asked to respond.

Under the latest work directive, which came from
“hr@opm.gov”, the same OPM address that sent the
first version, federal employees have until 11.59 pm
(local time) on Monday to list five bullet points in an
e-mail, describing their accomplishments in the past
week.“Please reply to this email with approx. 5
bullets describing what you accomplished last week
and cc your manager,” the message read.

The second e-mail, however, added a new requirement
for agencies that handle classified information,
exempting their workers from filling in additional
paperwork.“If all of your activities are classified or
sensitive, please write, ‘All of my activities are
sensitive'," it said.Employees at a third agency
received the email from an internal department
address.Although it remains unclear which
government departments and agencies would
respond to the second e-mail, Musk said in a post on
X on Saturday, "All federal government departments
are cooperating with DOGE. For State, DoD and a
few others, the supervisors are gathering the weekly
accomplishments on behalf of individual
contributors."

Israel accepts Witkoff's
proposal for temporary
ceasefire during Ramzan,
Passover period: What it
means

world. Israel on early Sunday backed a US-proposed
plan to extend the first phase of the Gaza ceasefire
through Ramzan and Jewish festival Passover,
offering a temporary truce in exchange for the release
of hostages.However, Hamas has so far rejected the
proposal, insisting on moving directly to the second
phase of the truce, which is aimed at ending the war
and securing the return of all captives.

This extension of truce followed the expiration of the
first phase on Saturday, March 1, which was
originally finalised on January 19.What is Israel
proposing?Israel has agreed to a framework put
forward by US envoy Steve Witkoff, which would
extend the ceasefire through April 20. Under the plan:

On the first day, half of the remaining hostages—both
living and deceased—would be released. At the end of
the truce, if an agreement is reached on a permanent
ceasefire, the remaining hostages would also be
freed.A statement from Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office confirmed the decision,
stating:"Israel adopts the framework of US
presidential envoy Steve Witkoff for a temporary
ceasefire during the Ramadan and Passover period.
On the first day of the framework, half of the living
and deceased hostages will be released and upon its
conclusion — if agreement is reached on a permanent
ceasefire — the remaining living and deceased
hostages will be released." The statement pointed out
that Israel remains committed to the hostage deal but
maintains the option to resume fighting if the
negotiations fail."While Hamas has repeatedly
violated the agreement, Israel has not been found in
violation. According to the agreement, Israel could
return to fighting after the 42nd day if it gains the
impression that the negotiations have been
ineffective."

Japan wildfire: Thousands
evacuated amid biggest blaze in
decades

world. Thousands of people have been forced to
evacuate from the northern Japan city of Ofunato of
Japan as the country struggles with its largest wildfire
in more than 30 years.Officials informed that nearly
2,000 people fled the areas to stay with friends or
relatives, while more than 1,200 were evacuated to
shelters.The blaze, which erupted on Wednesday in
the forests around Ofunato, Iwate Prefecture,
continues to burn out of control and has already
scorched an estimated 1,800 hectares (4,450 acres),
making it the country's most severe wildfire since
1992.0fficials confirmed that at least one person has
died, with local police discovering a burned body in
the affected area. More than 80 buildings have been
damaged, and around 1,700 firefighters have been
deployed from across Japan in an effort to contain the
flames."We're still examining the size of the affected
area, but it is the biggest since the 1992 wildfire" in
Kushiro, Hokkaido, which had burned 1,030 hectares,
a spokesperson from the fire and disaster management
agency told news agency AFP.Aerial footage from
NHK showed thick columns of white smoke
engulfing the mountains, as military helicopters
worked to douse the flames from above.Evacuations
have intensified, with around 2,000 residents seeking
refuge with friends and relatives, while more than
1,200 have taken shelter in emergency facilities.
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Indonesians swindled by scams
using President Prabowo deepfakes

Those ensnared by the message were

asked to contact a WhatsApp number

and hand over between 250,000 and

one million rupiah ($15-$60) as an

"administrative fee" to get aid that

never materialised.

JAKARTA. Wearing a traditional

Indonesian black hat and shirt, President
Prabowo Subianto speaks to the camera in
an Instagram video, asking his people how
he can help them after his election last year.

"Who hasn't received aid from me? What are

your needs right now?" Prabowo appears to
ask viewers in the clip posted in November.

But while the Indonesian leader's mouth

moves and his eyes blink, the words he
utters are part of a fraudulent deepfake
scam uncovered by police last month that
has swindled Indonesians across 20
provinces.Those ensnared by the message
were asked to contact a WhatsApp number

and hand over between 250,000 and one
million rupiah ($15-$60) as an
"administrative fee" to get aid that never
materialised.Since last year's Indonesian
election, experts have warned of a tidal
wave of deepfakes -- audio, images and
video appearing to come from a known
person but which are in fact the work of
scammers using artificial intelligence
tools.And victims say the hoaxes are so
sophisticated they leave others vulnerable
to being conned too.People should be more
careful. Don't be easily fooled by the lure of
prizes," said Aryani, 56, who handed over
200,000 rupiah to fraudsters after seeing a
deepfake video of a prominent Indonesian
businessman."l need money, but instead
I'm asked to send money. They even made
video calls with me, as if I were talking
directly to them."During the Southeast
Asian country's presidential campaign,
deepfakes became a prominent tool to
spread misinformation both harmful and
helpful to candidates.But now that
technology has fallen into the hands of
criminals looking to make cold, hard

cash.Wide circulationAFP's fact-checkers
found the account behind the Prabowo clip
has posted dozens of similar videos
appearing to show various high-profile

figures, including Indonesian Vice
President Gibran Rakabuming Raka.Those
videos also promote the bogus financial
aid.Police arrested a suspect who pocketed
65 million rupiah ($4,000) from the scam,
Himawan Bayu Aji, director of the
Indonesian National Cyber Crime Unit told
reporters in February.He said officers
detained a second person involved in
another scam that also used deepfake
technology, without disclosing the amount

raised. AFP Fact Check's investigation
found the spread of such videos had a
much wider reach than the two accounts
that police announced.Deepfake videos of
the president, a popular ex-general, were
still circulating on social media after the
arrests, including dozens on TikTok with
the hashtag "Prabowo shares blessings". At
least 22 TikTok accounts were touting the
same fraudulent scheme since Prabowo
took office in October, AFP journalists
found, with some appearing to take
advantage of his recent rise to the
presidency.One account with more than
77,000 followers racked up 7.5 million
views on a fabricated video of Prabowo
apparently doling out financial
assistance.Another account with thousands
of followers has shared 100 videos since
January alone, the majority featuring
deepfake videos of the president offering
cash.TikTok said it had removed one of the
deepfake scam videos and the associated
account, adding it would continue to
remove any that violated the platform's
community guidelines.

At least 37 dead in Bolivia
after two buses collide

La Paz. Two passenger buses collided
Saturday on a highway in southern
Bolivia, leaving at least 37 people dead
including eight minors, police said, in
the country's worst bus accident to date
this year."So far we have 37 confirmed
deaths," Colonel Wilson Flores told
AFP of the crash near the city of Uyuni
in the department of Potosi.Another 41
people were injured and transported to
hospitals, police said.Six foreigners
were among those killed: five
Peruvians and a three-year-old German
girl. Seven other minors also died.The
accident occurred on a narrow two-way

road early Saturday.ne of the buses was
heading to the city of Oruro, the scene
this weekend of the Oruro Carnival,
one of the largest festivals in Latin
America that attracts tens of thousands
of people.Potosi prosecutor Gonzalo
Aparicio told state-run news agency
ABI that the driver of one of the buses
had been drinking and was speeding
when he strayed into the opposing lane
where he crashed into the oncoming
vehicle."So far it is known that a driver
of one of the buses was under the
influence of alcohol," he said.Earlier an
official had said one of the drivers, who

survived the crash in grave condition,
had "alcohol breath," so a blood test
was performed.Bolivia's winding
mountain roads are notoriously
deadly.Road accidents kill an average
of 1,400 people every year in the
country of about 12 million inhabitants,
according to government data.Potosi
accounts for 10.6 percent of all traffic
accidents with fatalities in the South
American country, according to the
Bolivian Observatory of Citizen
Security.Before Saturday's collision,
64 people had died in traffic accidents
in Potosi alone this year, according to a
police report.Saturday's accident
comes less than two weeks after at least
30 people were killed when a passenger
bus plunged into an 800-meter-deep
ravine in southern Bolivia.he accident
happened on a narrow two-way road
between the cities of Potosi and Oruro,
with the route running along a ravine
nearly halfa mile deep.Authorities said
the crash was potntially caused by
speeding, with the driver unable to
control the bus.In January, another
nineteen people were killed when a bus
careened off a road, also near
Potosi.The driver in that accident was
arrested on suspicion of dangerous
driving causing fatalities.

Lelenskyy embraced by British prime
minister a day after White House blowout

LONDON. British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer embraced Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Saturday and
told him he had the U.K.'s unwavering
support, a day after the blowout at the
White House with President Donald
Trump.Zelenskyy arrived to cheers
from people who had gathered outside
of 10 Downing St., where Starmer gave
him a hug and ushered him inside. The
two leaders met on the eve of a meeting
of European leaders in London. Called
to discuss how European nations can
defend Ukraine — and themselves —if
the U.S. withdraws support, it has taken
on new urgency following Trump's
televised berating of Zelenskyy.

"And as you heard from the cheers on the
street outside, you have full backing
across the United Kingdom," Starmer
told the leader of the war-torn country.
"We stand with you, with Ukraine, for
as long as it may take."Zelenskyy
thanked him and the people of the U.K.

for their support and friendship.After
the meeting, Britain announced it was
extending a 2.26 billion pound ($2.84

billion) loan to Kyiv for military
procurement, with the money coming
from the profits on frozen Russian
assets. It's Britain's contribution to a
$50 billion package of support pledged
by the G-7 group of wealthy
indutrialized nations.

Zelenskyy thanked Britain in a statement
on X, saying: "This is true justice — the

one who started the war must be the one

to pay."Starmer spoke to both Trump

and French President Emmanuel
Macron on Saturday evening after
meeting Zelenskyy, the prime
minister's office said.

The meeting comes the day after an
extraordinary diplomatic meltdown
when Trump and Vice President JD
Vance blasted Zelenskyy in the Oval
Office on live television for not being
grateful enough for U.S. support.

Zelenskyy had been poised to ink a deal
to give the U.S. access to mineral
riches as Trump pressures Ukraine to

reach a deal to end the war with Russia.

But he left town without signing

anything.Zelenskyy had been

scheduled to meet with Starmer on

Sunday before the European summit,

but the timetable for their bilateral

meeting was apparently sped up in the
aftermath of the Washington visit.

Israel supports a US
proposal to extend Gaza
ceasefire's first phase;

Hamas wants Phase 2

CAIRO. Israel's government said early Sunday it

supports a proposal to extend the first phase of the
ceasefire in Gaza through Ramadan and Passover,
though Hamas has insisted on negotiating the truce's
second phase instead.The statement by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's office came minutes after the
first phase ended, and as talks have begun on starting
the second phase that's aimed at ending the war and
seeing all remaining living hostages in Gaza returned
home.

The statement gives new details on what Israel described

as a U.S. proposal: A ceasefire extension through
Passover, or April 20. On the first day, half the
hostages, alive and dead, would be released. The rest
would be released if agreement is reached on a
permanent ceasefire.The statement said it was
proposed after U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff got "the
impression that at this stage there was no possibility of
bridging the positions of the parties to end the war, and
that more time was needed for talks on a permanent
ceasefire."There was no immediate comment from
Hamas, which earlier rejected an Israeli proposal to
extend the ceasefire's first phase by 42 days —
doubling its length — saying it goes against the truce
agreement, according to a member of the group who
requested anonymity to discuss the closed-door
negotiations.Officials from Israel and mediators Qatar,
Egypt and the United States have been involved in
negotiations on starting the ceasefire's second phase in
Cairo. But Basem Naim, a member of Hamas' political
bureau, told The Associated Press there had been "no
progress' before Israeli negotiators returned home on
Friday. Hamas did not attend, but its position has been
represented through Egyptian and Qatari mediators.

Under the ceasefire deal's terms, fighting should not

resume while negotiations are underway on phase two.

Israel's new statement says it can return to fighting "if it

believes that the negotiations are ineffective," and it
noted Hamas' refusal to accept the proposal for an
extension of the first phase.

However, "if Hamas changes its position, Israel will

immediately enter into negotiations on all the details of
the Witkoff plan," the statement says.Before Israel's
new statement, an Egyptian official involved in the
talks spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the
negotiations. The official said Hamas, Qatar and Egypt
wanted to continue with the existing ceasefire deal,
and they rejected Israel's proposal to extend the
ceasefire for four weeks with a release of hostages
every Saturday without officially entering
negotiations on the second phase.

The Egyptian official said the U.S. wants to start

negotiations on the second phase but called for hostage
releases during the negotiations. Hamas insisted on a
full implementation of the ceasefire terms.

The first phase, which paused 15 months of fighting in

Gaza, saw the release of 33 hostages, including eight
bodies, in exchange for nearly 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners. Hundreds of thousands of people returned
home to northern Gaza, aid into the territory increased
and Israeli forces withdrew to buffer zones.

Anti-DOGE protests at Tesla stores
target Elon Musk's bottom line

I

wLiberal groups for weeks have

organized anti-Tesla protests in
hopes of galvanizing opposition
to Musk's Department of
Government Efficiency and
energizing Democrats still
demoralized by Trump's
November victory.

BOSTON. Demonstrators gathered outside

Tesla stores across the U.S. Saturday to
protest the automaker's billionaire CEO,
Elon Musk, and his push to slash
government spending on behalf of
President Donald Trump.The
demonstrations are part of a growing
backlash in North America and Europe to
Musk's disruptive role in

@ |

Washington.Critics of Trump and Musk
hope to discourage and stigmatize
purchases of Tesla, the electric car
company that is the world's most valuable
automaker.Liberal groups for weeks have
organized anti-Tesla protests in hopes of
galvanizing opposition to Musk's
Department of Government Efficiency
and energizing Democrats still
demoralized by Trump's November
victory.“We can get back at Elon,” said
Nathan Phillips, a 58-year-old ecologist
from Newton, Massachusetts, who was
protesting in Boston on Saturday. “We can
impose direct economic damage on Tesla
by showing up at showrooms everywhere
and boycotting Tesla and telling everyone
else to get out, sell your stocks, sell your
Teslas.”Musk is taking direction from
Trump to slash federal spending and
sharply reduce the workforce, arguing that
Trump's victory gave the president and
him a mandate to restructure the U.S.
government. DOGE officials have swiftly
gained access to sensitive databases,
directed thousands of federal job cuts,
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canceled contracts and shut down sections
of the government, including the U.S.

Agency for International
Development.Musk's critics say his actions
defy Congress's power to control the U.S.
budget and present a host of ways for him to
enrich himself. Musk leads several other
companies, notably SpaceX, which
conducts launches for NASA and the
intelligence community, and the social
media platform X.“Protests will not deter
President Trump and Elon Musk from
delivering on the promise to establish
DOGE and make our federal government

more efficient and more accountable to the
hardworking American taxpayers across
the country," said White House
spokesperson Harrison Fields.

Tesla did not respond to an emailed request

for comment.ore than 50 demonstrations
were listed Saturday on the website Tesla
Takedown, with more planned later in
March from coast to coast in the United
States along with England, Spain and
Portugal. News reports showed
demonstrations in recent days in U.S.
cities including Tucson, Arizona; St.
Louis; New York City; Dayton, Ohio;
Charlotte; and Palo Alto, California.Some
Tesla owners have also reported their
vehicles vandalized with spray painted
swastikas amid what Jewish groups and
observers fear is a rise in
antisemitism.Federal prosecutors charged
a woman in connection with a string of
vandalism against a Colorado Tesla
dealership, which included Molotov
cocktails being thrown at vehicles and the
words “Nazi cars” spray painted on the
building.
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Uttarakhand Avalanche: 46 Rescued,

Chamoli: Indian Army
has officially concluded its
search and rescue opera-
tions at the site of the Mana
Avalanche in Uttarakhand,
following several days of
intense efforts. A total of 46
workers have been success-
fully rescued and are now
receiving medical treat-
ment.

Tragically, eight workers
lost their lives in the ava-
lanche. The Army has ex-
pressed its condolences to
the families of the deceased
and pledged support dur-
ing this difficult time.

At the time of the ava-
lanche, 54 workers were
stationed at the site. The
powerful snow slide bur-
ied their containers, which
served as living quarters.
While eight lives were lost,

the remaining workers ei-
ther managed to escape or
were rescued by the Army’s
dedicated teams. With the
recovery efforts now com-
plete, the search operation
has officially been called
off.

To facilitate the rescue,

eight helicopters were de-
ployed, including five from
the Army, two from the Air
Force, and one civilian hel-
icopter hired by the Army.
All  rescued individuals
were transported to the
Joshimath Military Hospi-
tal for medical care.

el e

In an update provided on
Sunday, Lt. Colonel Man-
ish Srivastava reported that
a drone-based ‘intelligent
buried object detection sys-
tem’ was airlifted from Del-
hi and arrived in Joshimath
via Dehradun to assist in
locating the final missing

Dea

worker. A 17-member Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) team was
also deployed to support
the operation. The body
of the last missing worker
was eventually recovered,
marking the conclusion of
the search.

The eight victims have been
identified as Mohinder Pal
and Harmesh Chand from
Himachal Pradesh; Jitender
Singh, Manjeet Yadav, Alok
Yadav, and Ashok Paswan
from Uttar Pradesh; and
Anil Kumar and Arvind
Kumar Singh from Uttara-
khand.

In the wake of the disas-
ter, the National Disaster

Management Author-
ity (NDMA) issued an
avalanche  warning for

parts of Uttarakhand and

Jammu and Kashmir. The
alert, issued on Sunday,
cautioned that a medium-
level avalanche is likely to
occur above 2,500 meters
in the next 24 hours. The
warning follows the deadly
avalanche in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district, which re-
sulted in the loss of eight
workers’ lives at a Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
camp.

The NDMA advisory cov-
ers the higher altitudes of
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli,
Pithoragarh, Rudraprayag,
and Uttarkashi districts, as
well as Baramulla in Jammu
and Kashmir. Officials have
warned that the avalanche
threat is expected to con-
tinue due to ongoing snow
conditions over the coming
days.

SAIL-BSL Workers Set to Stage Massive
Protest Over Unmet Demands

nie

Bokaro: In a show of growing frustration with the SAIL
BSL (Bokaro Steel Plant) managements failure to ad-
dress long-standing worker demands, employees from the
Coke-Oven and Coke-Chemicals Department at Bokaro
Steel Plant (BSL) have announced plans for a large-scale
protest on 7 March. The demonstration is set to focus on
the ongoing neglect of worker welfare and safety concerns
by the plant’s management.

On Saturday, workers gathered outside the Chief General
Manager’s office to voice their discontent and stand in
solidarity ahead of the planned protest.

The demonstration was led by Rajendra Singh, General
Secretary of KIMS and a member of the National Joint
Council of Action (NJCS), who condemned the manage-
ment for failing to honor commitments made in previous
meetings.

Singh expressed grave concern over the deteriorating situ-
ation, highlighting the lack of progress on promised med-
ical checkups and the worsening conditions of workers
who are struggling to access basic healthcare. He pointed
out that hundreds of workers, now without jobs, are be-
ing denied essential medical support, with skilled work-
ers left out of the ESIC scheme and deprived of treatment
options.

In addition to the healthcare crisis, Singh accused the
management of exploitation, citing the inadequate han-
dling of the Additional Work Allowance (AWA) and ne-
glect of workers’ safety. He criticized the management’s
response to frequent workplace accidents, claiming that
instead of addressing the issue, officers are focused on
covering up incidents rather than safeguarding employ-
ees.

The protestors also drew attention to the stark contrast
between the lavish incentives enjoyed by the management
and the dire conditions faced by permanent workers. De-
spite their hard work, the workers continue to endure ex-
ploitation and neglect, with little to show for their efforts.
Singh made it clear that the workers would no longer ac-
cept empty promises, vowing to escalate their actions.
“Now there will be war, not pleas. Only struggle will bring
the solution,” he declared, announcing plans to block the
coke ovens and blast furnaces on 7 March as part of their
protest.

The demonstration was supported by other union lead-
ers, including RK Singh, Shashi Bhushan, Jumman Khan,
Hareram, Nagendra Kumar, Amit Yadav, Siraj Ahmed,
and Tuntun Singh, all of whom reinforced the message
of unity and collective action. Singh urged workers to re-
main strong and united, emphasizing that their solidarity
was the key to securing their rights and achieving victory.

India Triumphs Over New Zealand by 44 Runs to Reach

Semifinals in ICC Champions Trophy

Dubai: India triumphed
over New Zealand by 44
runs in their ICC Cham-
pions Trophy match in
Dubai on Sunday.

After opting to bat first,
India posted a total of
249/9 in their 50 overs,
setting a target of 250 for
New Zealand.

New Zealand, in pursuit
of the target, was bowled
out for 205 runs, handing
India the victory.

This result propelled In-
dia to the top of Group A,
securing a semifinal clash
with Australia on Tues-
day. Meanwhile, Group B
toppers South Africa will
face New Zealand in the
second semifinal in La-
hore on Wednesday.

New Zealand won the toss
and chose to bowl first.
Despite a valiant 81-run
knock from Kane Wil-
liamson, who fought hard
to keep New Zealand in
the hunt, the Kiwi team
fell short of the target.
Varun Chakaravarthy was
the standout performer

for India, claiming five
wickets for 42 runs, as
New Zealand struggled
against his spell. Axar Pa-
tel, Hardik Pandya, and
Ravindra Jadeja each took
a wicket to help close out
the match.

Earlier, India’s innings
was anchored by Shreyas
Iyer, who scored a com-
posed 79 off 98 balls. Iyer
formed a crucial 98-run
partnership for the fourth
wicket with Axar Patel
(42 off 61 balls), while

Hardik Pandya’s quick-
fire 45 off 45 balls lifted
India’s total. Despite a
top-order collapse, India
managed to reach 249/9,
thanks to their lower-or-
der resilience.

New Zealand’s Mark Hen-
ry kept the pressure on
India but was unable to
prevent their recovery.
This victory marks India’s
third consecutive win in
the tournament, having
previously defeated Bang-
ladesh and Pakistan.

match

On the other hand, New
Zealand suffered its first
defeat after beating both
Pakistan and Bangladesh.
With this win, India re-
mains at the top of Group
A with 6 points from 3
matches, while New Zea-
land sits in second place
with 4 points from 3
matches.

Bangladesh and Pakistan,
already eliminated, oc-
cupy the third and fourth
spots, respectively.

Tirumala Temple Seeks No-Fly Zone to
Preserve Sanctity

AP: In a move aimed at
protecting the sanctity of
the Tirumala Temple, also
known as the Venkatesh-
wara Shrine, Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devasthanams (TTD)
Chairman, BR Naidu, has
written to Union Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
Kinjarapu, urging the gov-
ernment to designate the
temple’s vicinity as a no-fly
zone.

In his letter, Naidu high-
lighted the importance of
preserving the spiritual en-
vironment around the sacred
site, in line with the prin-

ciples of Agama Shastra,
which guide the construc-
tion and worship at Hindu
temples. Naidu expressed
concerns over the distur-
bance caused by low-flying
planes, helicopters, and
other aerial activities, which

could disrupt the tranquility
sought by millions of devo-
tees visiting the temple.

“The Tirumala temple holds
immense spiritual signifi-
cance for millions of peo-
ple,” Naidu wrote. “Accord-
ing to Agama regulations,

the sanctity of the temple
is paramount, and any dis-
ruption, including aerial
movements, is believed to
negatively impact the sacred
atmosphere.”

Naidu proposed that declar-
ing the area a no-fly zone
would help prevent unau-
thorized aerial activities and
ensure that the peace and
devotion of pilgrims are not
disturbed. He called on the
Union Minister to take swift
action to preserve the tem-
ple’s cultural and spiritual
heritage.

WHO Warns of 38% Increase in
Breast Cancer Cases & 68% Rise
in Deaths by 2050

RNS: The World Health Organization (WHO) has issued a
stark warning, predicting a 38% increase in breast cancer
cases and a 68% rise in related deaths by 2050. According
to a new report from the International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC), if current trends continue, 3.2 million
new cases and 1.1 million deaths will occur annually by
mid-century.

The surge will disproportionately affect low- and middle-
income countries, where access to early detection and treat-
ment remains limited. “Every minute, four women are di-
agnosed with breast cancer, and one woman dies,” said Dr.
Joanne Kim, co-author of the report. She emphasized that
nations could mitigate these trends through better preven-
tion policies and investment in healthcare.

Breast cancer is already the most common cancer among
women, with 2.3 million new cases and 670,000 deaths in
2022. The highest incidence rates were observed in high-
income regions like Australia and North America, while the
highest mortality rates were seen in Melanesia, Polynesia,
and Western Africa, where healthcare access is limited.
The WHO’s Global Breast Cancer Initiative, launched in
2021, aims to reduce mortality by 2.5% annually, potentially
preventing 2.5 million deaths by 2040. The report stresses
the need for stronger healthcare systems, better screening,
and cost-effective prevention measures to address global
disparities and prevent more deaths.

Lions Club Sindri Distributes Umbrellas to
Poor Vegetable Vendors in Sindri Market
o SR ; =2, g w@-‘:ﬂ' . |

=g .

by Ravi Phillips
Sindri: As the summer heat intensifies, the Lions Club of
Sindri took a step to alleviate the suffering of poor veg-
etable vendors in the Sindri Shaharpura vegetable market.
On Sunday, March 2, the club distributed 109 umbrellas
to vendors, offering them much-needed relief from the
scorching sun.

The initiative was aimed at supporting the women and
vegetable vendors who endure the harsh sunlight while
selling their goods. The distribution was carried out with
the support of various club members, including Lion Dilip
Ritolia, Lion Vikas Rai, Lion Sudhir Kumar Singh, Lion
Ashok Goyal, Lion Prashant Pandey, Lion Naresh Singh,
Lion Prabhat, Lion Harbinder Singh, Lion Prem Singh
Taggar, Lion Akhilesh Singh, Lion Mrityanjay Kumar,
Lion Manoj Tiwari, Lion Uday Prakash Sahay, and Lion
Manoj Mishra.

The gesture reflects the Lions Club’s commitment to serv-
ing the community and helping those in need, especially
during the harsh summer months.

India reports sharp decline in poverty,
inequality over last decade

New Delhi: India has witnessed a considerable decrease
in poverty over the last decade according to a new pa-
per. The paper, published by economists Surjit S Bhalla
and Karan Bhasin, analysed data from recently released
household expenditure data for 2022-23 and 2023-24.
Data from these surveys indicate a substantial decline in
poverty levels in India.

The paper claimed that extreme poverty in the country
has dropped to negligible levels. The paper also stated
that there is strong evidence that India has experienced
a sharp reduction in inequality over the last twelve years
from 2011-12 to 2023-24.

Governor of Bihar to Attend “Kharadi Mahotsav” Celebrating

75 Years of Rani Chandravati H

Patna: The 75th anniver-
sary of Rani Chandravati
High School in Kharari
village, Darbhanga, will
be celebrated with a grand
event, titled “Kharadi Ma-
hotsav;,” following approval
from Bihar’s Governor, Arif
Mohammad Khan.

Dr. Shoolpani Singh, Na-
tional Vice President of the
Indian Labour Journalist
Association and heir to the
Kharari royal family, ex-
tended the invitation to the
Governor during a meeting

tablished by the late Rani
at Raj Bhavan in Patna on

Chandravati, were the first

i W

Thursday.

Dr. Singh shared details
about the historical signifi-
cance of Rani Chandravati
High School, Rani Chan-
dravati Middle School, and
Rameshwari Girls School,
which have collectively
served as pillars of educa-
tion in the region for 75
years. These schools, es-

educational institutions in
the area, aimed at advanc-
ing the region’s develop-
ment and providing educa-
tion to both boys and girls.
Dr. Singh invited the Gov-
ernor to attend the anniver-
sary celebrations and the
unveiling of a statue of Rani
Chandravati. The Governor
expressed his appreciation

for the school’s invaluable
contribution to society and
gladly accepted the invita-
tion to participate in this
momentous occasion.

The event, set to take place
soon, will see the participa-
tion of the school’s alumni,
social workers, education-
ists, administrative offi-
cials, and regional digni-
taries. The purpose of the
celebration is to highlight

igh School

i N |

the importance of educa-
tion and inspire the next
generation to follow in the
footsteps of the visionar-
ies who laid the foundation
for the region’s educational
progress.

The 75th Foundation Day
promises to be a source of
pride and inspiration for
the people of the area and
for the state of Bihar as a
whole.
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"May It Bring Peace, Harmony': PM
Modi Extends Wishes As Ramzan Begins

New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi extended his wishes to the
people on the start of the holy month
of Ramzan on Sunday.In a post on X,
PM Modi said, "As the blessed month
of Ramzan begins, may it bring peace
and harmony in our society. This
sacred month epitomises reflection,
gratitude and devotion, also

reminding us of the values of
compassion, kindness and service.
Ramzan Mubarak!”

Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition,

Rahul Gandhi and Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra extended
Ramzan wishes to everyone on
Saturday night. "Ramzan Mubarak!
May this sacred month fill your life

with happiness and bring peace to
your heart,"” Rahul Gandhi said in a
poston X.

Priyanka Gandhi said on X, "Hearty

congratulations to all of you on the
holy month of mercy and blessings,
Ramadan. [ pray to God that this holy
month brings happiness, prosperity
and peace in the lives of all of you".

Earlier, Jammu and Kashmir Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah held a
meeting with officials of the different
departments in view of the holy
month of Ramzan. During the
meeting, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah instructed officials to
ensure the proper supply of
electricity and other basic services
throughout the month."The holy
month of Ramzan is starting. It is the
responsibility of the government to
provide facilities to the people. In this
connection, a meeting was held today

»The Holy month
of Ramzan, a
period of 30
days of fasting,
starts on March
2. It is followed
by Eid-Ul-Fitr.

Sehri (pre-dawn meals) and Iftaar
(fast-breaking evening meal)
timings, water supply, ration,
cleanliness, sanitation, and traffic,"
Mr Abdullah told reporter here.

during which a review was taken of The Holy month of Ramzan, a period of

every department. Everyone was
clearly instructed that there should be
no shortcomings in the supply of
electricity, especially during the

30 days of fasting, starts on March 2.
It is followed by Eid-Ul-Fitr,
marking the end of the month-long
dawn-to-sunset fasting of Ramzan.

Mumbai court directs case against Madhabi Buch, top Sebi, stock market officials

Mumbai. A special Anti-Corruption
court in Mumbai on Saturday
ordered the registration of an FIR
against top officials of the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
including former Sebi Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch and Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) in a case of
alleged stock market fraud and
regulatory violations.The order was
issued by Special Judge SE Bangar
on a petition filed by Thane-based
journalist Sapan Shrivastava, who
alleged large-scale financial fraud
and corruption in the listing of a
company on the stock exchange.

The complainant contended that Sebi
officials failed in their statutory
duty, facilitated market
manipulation, and enabled
corporate fraud by allowing the
listing of a company that did not
meet the prescribed norms.

The complaint accused SEBI officials

of permitting the listing of a
company that failed to meet

Prosecutors Prabhakar Tarange and
Rajlaxmi Bhandari appeared for the
government of Maharashtra.

under relevant provisions of the
Indian Penal Code, the Prevention
of Corruption Act, and the SEBI Act.

regulatory norms, leading to market Judge Bangar, after reviewing the “Theallegations discloseacognizable

manipulation and investor
losses. It also alleged
collusion between SEBI and
corporate entities, insider =
trading, and siphoning of
public funds post-
listing. The respondents in
the complaint were former
Sebi Chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch, Whole Time
Members Ashwani Bhatia,
Ananth Narayan G, and
Kamlesh Chandra g
Varshney, along with BSE
Chairman Pramod Agarwal
and CEO Sundararaman
Ramamurthy. However, in the court
proceeding, none of them were
represented.Additional Public

S

offense, necessitating a fair
and impartial probe," the court
stated.

|
\ The judge added, "There is

N

prima facie evidence of
regulatory lapses and
collusion, requiring a fair and

impartial probe. The inaction
by law enforcement and SEBI

intervention."While
observing, "Considering the

complaint and supporting
documents, found prima facie
evidence of wrongdoing and
directed the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB), Mumbai, to register an FIR

gravity of allegations,

applicable laws, and settled

legal precedents, this Court
deems it appropriate to direct an
investigation," the court directed the
ACB to submit a status report within
30 days.

\ necessitates judicial

Same Voter ID Number In 2 States? Election
Body On Mamata Banerjee's Charge

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee cited duplication in EPIC numbers and accused the BJP

of colluding with the poll body to add fake voters to the state's electoral rolls

New Delhi. A duplication in EPIC numbers on
voter ID cards does not imply fake voters, the
Election Commission clarified today. The poll
body attributed this duplication to decentralised,
manual mechanism that was followed before the |
voters' database was shifted to a digital platform.
The commission, however, said these cases of
duplication would be rectified by allowing
unique EPIC numbers to all voters.This comes
days after West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee cited duplication in EPIC numbers and
accused the BJP of colluding with the poll body
to add fake voters to the state's electoral rolls
ahead of the Assembly polls next year. "I have
proof from all districts. Here it is. Names of
people from Haryana and Gujarat appear
alongside those of West Bengal residents under
the same EPIC (Election Photo Identity Card)
number. Fake voters have been added online," Ms

The Trinamool chief said Opposition parties in
Maharashtra and Delhi had failed to spot this
tactic. "But we did. That is how the BJP won in
Maharashtra and Delhi. Now, they are targeting
West Bengal. We will respond strongly," she said,
adding, "It is evident how the BJP is tampering

Election Commission".The Election

Commission's statement did not mention Ms

Banerjee and said that the poll body took note of

social media posts and media reports flagging

duplicate EPIC numbers of people from
different states.

% “In this regard, it is clarified that while EPIC
numbers of some of the electors may be
identical, the other details including
demographic details, Assembly Constituency

\ and polling booth are different for the electors
with the same EPIC number. Irrespective of the

“! EPIC number, any elector can cast a vote only at

their designated polling station in their
respective Constituency in their State/UT where
they are enrolled in the electoral roll and nowhere
else," it said.The poll body explained that this
duplication was due to a decentralised and manual
mechanism followed before the shifting of states'
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Rahul Gandhi thanks porters for
saving lives during New Delhi
station stampede

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi interacted with porters at the New Delhi railway station and
thanked them for saving the lives of people during the stampede, which killed 18
people, when hundreds were jostling to catch trains to Prayagraj for the Maha Kumbh.

New Delhi. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Saturday urged the
government to draw lessons from the February 15 tragedy at New
Delhi Railway Station in which several passengers lost their lives in a
stampede and hoped concrete steps would be taken to prevent such
incidents and ensure safe travel.Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, also met porters at the New Delhi

Railway Station and thanked them for saving the lives of many
passengers during the stampede at the station.At least 18 people were
killed in the incident, which occurred as the New Delhi Railway
Station witnessed a surge of passengers waiting to board trains for
Prayagraj, where the Maha Kumbh was underway.

"Often the light of humanity shines the brightest in the darkest times.
During the stampede at New Delhi Railway Station, the porter
brothers set an example of humanity and saved the lives of many
passengers. For this, I thanked them today on behalf of the
countrymen," Rahul Gandhi tweeted.But it is important to draw
lessons from such accidents. These can be prevented by crowd control,
the use of modern technology, better infrastructure and strengthening
emergency arrangements," he said.

Congress worker's body found in
suitcase in Rohtak day before Haryana
civic polls

The body of 22-year-old Congress worlker Himani Narwal was found stuffed in a

suitcase in Haryana's Rohtak, prompting the police to launch an investigation and
file a case. The party demanded a high-level probe into the matter.

Rohtak. The body of a Congress worker was found stuffed in a suitcase
near a bus stand in Haryana's Rohtak district on Saturday, police said.
The Congress demanded a high-level probe into the death of Himani
Narwal (22), who was associated with party MP Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra.The incident came on the eve of municipal elections
to 33 bodies across the state, with the results to be out on March 12.

The suitcase was spotted by passers-by near the Sampla bus stand and
they informed the police. On receiving information about the incident,
the police and a forensic
team reached the spot
and found Narwal's body
inside the suitcase.

Police said the victim's
neck was wrapped with a
dupatta and the victim
had mehendi on her
hands. Police suspect
that Narwal, a resident of
Rohtak's Vijay Nagar
area, may have been
murdered by strangling
her with the dupatta.Her body was taken to PGIMS Rohtak for a post-
mortem examination.The Congress, in a post on X, expressed
condolences over the party worker’s death and demanded an impartial
investigation into the matter.

Narwal had posted many photos of herself with former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda's son and Congress MP Deepender Singh
Hooda, and party MLA BB Batra on social media.

Reacting to the development, Batra demanded an SIT investigation into
the matter and said Narwal used to participate in every programme of
the Congress party.Congress MP Deepender Singh Hooda questioned
Haryana's law and order situation and demanded the accused be
arrested soon.Sampla police station in-charge Vijendra Singh said an
investigation into the case began after he and his team reached the spot.
He also said that a case had been registered.Police said further action
would be taken after the post-mortem was conducted.

Banerjee alleged.

with the voters' list with the blessings of the

electoral roll database to the ERONET platform.

Vice-President Dhankhar urges corporate sector to prioritise education

e .Jagdeep
Dhankhar

described
education as a
powerful tool for
transformation,
addressing
inequalities and
creating a level
playing field.

NEW DELHI. Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Saturday said that
philanthropic efforts should not be driven
by commercial interests, highlighting
concerns about commodification in

mechanism because it brings about
equality. It addresses inequities, affords a
level playing field, and uncovers genius
through the path of education. Our framers

health and education. Speaking as the % o - R
Chief Guest at the 75th-anniversary /7”“ } 4?”\{\ ! ’?““\

ceremony of K.P.B. Hinduja College
of Commerce in Mumbai, he called on
corporate leaders to see investment in
education as a contribution to the
nation’s future.

“Our health and education sectors are
being plagued by these influences...
Corporate leaders should view
investment in education not just as
philanthropy but as an investment in
our present, our future, and, to put it
bluntly, an investment in the
development of industry, business, and
trade,” Dhankhar said.

He described education as a powerful tool for
transformation, addressing inequalities and
creating a level playing field. "Education is
the most impactful, transformative
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of the Constitution were very wise; they
placed education in the Concurrent List.
For those who are not familiar with the
legal term, the Concurrent List means it is a
joint responsibility of both the state and the
union," he stated.

Calling for greater private sector
involvement, Dhankhar said, “I would
appeal from this platform — a platform
where 1 have witnessed the power of

philanthropy giving back to society. It
~ is a shared responsibility between the

\

government and the private sector.
Those in industry, trade, business, and
commerce must come forward and take
the initiative.  urge the private sector of
our country to rise to this occasion and
accord the highest priority to
education.”

He pointed out that universities in the
West receive substantial endowments,
a culture that India has yet to develop.
“Many in the audience will agree that
the endowments of some of the
universities in the US are in the billions
of dollars. Why is it that we do not have this
culture in our country? In the West, anyone
leaving an institution feels committed to
making some fiscal contribution. The
quantum is never important.”

Reflecting on India’s historical educational

institutions, Dhankhar said, “We once had
glorified institutions such as Odantapuri,
Takshila, Vikramshila, Somapura,
Nalanda, and Vallabhi... scholars came
from every corner of the world to seek
knowledge, impart knowledge, and share
it.”

He lamented the destruction of Nalanda, a
centre of learning that housed thousands of
students and teachers, stating, “The thirst
for knowledge was satisfied. But what
happened around twelve hundred years
ago? Nalanda, the intellectual jewel of
ancient India, housed ten thousand students
and two thousand teachers in a nine-storey
building. However, in 1193, Bakhtiyar
Khilji, a reckless destroyer of our culture
and academic institutions, set the premises
on fire. For months, the fire consumed vast
libraries, reducing hundreds of thousands
of irreplaceable manuscripts on
mathematics, medicine, and philosophy to
ash.”He concluded by noting that the loss
was not just architectural but a systematic
erasure of centuries of knowledge.
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Sajjan jailed, but 1984’
wounds remain open

IT has taken 40 years to convict former Congress MP
Sajjan Kumar for his murderous role in the anti-
Sikh pogrom, that raged unchecked across New
Delhi after Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was shot
dead by her two Sikh bodyguards on October 31,
1984, ending only with her cremation three days
later.But, unfortunately, Kumar is the only
prominent Congress politician to be thus
sentenced despite the culpability of numerous
others in organising Hindu mobs to hunt down
droves of Sikhs, including women and children, on
streets, in their homes and workplaces during these
72 hours and slaughtering them. Many victims
were brutally necklaced' by pinioning their chests
and arms with car tyres soaked in petrol and setting
them alight.By the time some semblance of order
was enforced in the city by the Army, the organised
massacres by the State-turned-avenger for the first
time in independent India's history, had left some
2,733 Sikhs dead in Delhi alone. Human rights
organisations, however, put this number in the
capital close to 4,000.0ver decades thereafter,
around 15 inquiry commissions, committees and
special investigation teams (SITs) determined
variously beyond reasonable doubt that these
killings were engineered by Congress party
loyalists like Kumar and his fellow MPs Kamal
Nath, Dharam Dass Shastri, Jagdish Tytler and
HKL Bhagat, who died in 2005 without even being
tried. These multiple probes also determined that
the extended slaughter was executed by a cross-
section of largely Congress party members,
sympathisers and bands of hired criminals, all of
who carried voter lists to identify Sikh households
across Delhi's neighbourhoods. Armed with crude
swords, cleavers, scythes, kitchen knives and even
scissors and an 'inflammable white powder', these
mobs executed their retribution relentlessly,
assured immunity from arrest.

Justice SN Dhingra, who was appointed in 2018 to
head the SIT to relook at the 186 cases related to
the 1984 pogrom, stated in 2022 that the entire
endeavour of the Congress government was to
ensure that none of the major perpetrators of
violence was punished.Consequently, it appointed
Justice Ranganath Misra to head the commission
inquiring into the unrest, fully aware that he was in
line to become the 21st Supreme Court Chief
Justice — which he did in 1990 — and, therefore,
would be 'cautious' in his findings. Expectedly,
Justice Misra indicted 19 Congress workers, who,
ironically, were charged by the People’s Union for
Civil Liberties with having abetted the massacres,
but blatantly absolved the Congress party of all
blame.Subsequently, the Nanavati Commission
— the 10th such inquiry committee in 16 years —
instituted in 2000 and headed by GT Nanavati, a
retired SC judge, recommended prosecutions in
2005 only against Kumar and Tytler. This was
despite several witnesses, including this writer,
accusing several other Congress MPs and party
cadres of their involvement in the violence.
Criminal proceedings against Nath are underway,
albeit proceeding at a glacial pace.

The Nanavati Commission also revealed that of the
original 587 FIRs registered after the 1984
violence, only 25 had resulted in convictions, of
which just 12 were for murder. And, of the 440
overall convictions, many cases featured the same
person being found guilty of as many as seven
counts each. Subsequently, the SC-monitored SIT
was formulated in 2018 and continues to ramble

Meanwhile, Indira Gandhi's son and successor Rajiv
Gandhi justified the pogrom, declaring at a public
rally in Delhi's Boat Club on November 19, 1984
that 'Jab bhi koi bada ped girta hai, to dharti thodi
hilti hai' (When a big tree falls, the earth shakes a
little).The new PM had fittingly delivered the
Congress party's metaphor for the pogrom, even
though officialese and media reports at the time,
and even now, continue to refer to it as the 1984
anti-Sikh riots, ignoring the reality that the state
machinery, including the local police, had openly
and wantonly turned vigilante in seeking
vengeance against an entire community for Indira
Gandhi's murder.

Rock Garden’s legacy crumbles under urban pressure

The unique character of City Beautiful, shaped by its cultural and artistic heritage, is being slowly erased, leaving behind a regimented and soulless urban landscape.

In India, a debate is on about doing away with Mughal or
British heritage sites. The Central Vista and Lutyens'
Zone in New Delhi, integral to India's history, are being
redeveloped, with many heritage buildings already
razed. Based on ideological leanings, people take sides
on such emotional issues while the larger question of
historical consciousness gets overlooked.

When Connaught Place was rechristened Rajiv Gandhi
Chowk and Mughalsarai renamed Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Nagar, my first thoughts were that history
should not be meddled with. Even if we deplore the
history of the Mughal rule and the British Raj in India, we
should let it be, perhaps, as a reminder of the past, and,
largely, because you cannot undo history by wiping out
its traces with shifting power equations.

This raises important questions about how we treat our
cultural heritage and what we choose to preserve. It is not
just a local issue, but a reflection of a broader problem.
Preserving cultural heritage is not just about
safeguarding tangible assets like monuments and
artefacts but also about protecting intangible aspects like
traditions, customs and the history of a city that ensures
the continuity of our identity, values and beliefs.The last
few days have witnessed a storm swirling around the
demolition of a wall of the Rock Garden in Chandigarh.
The administration's decision to prioritise parking over
preservation is a cultural travesty that distorts the site's
cultural significance. We cannot wipe the damage done
to the Rock Garden and its green space but we can
certainly bring it to the forefront and maybe rectify the
decision of the Punjab and Haryana High Court.Indeed,
the memorial to Nek Chand and his unique imagination
enables visitors to emotionally respond to the contempt
for waste matter and the love of metamorphosing it into a
work of art, a living example of creativity and public
memory. Such symbolic objects rekindle the critical
response to the past by fearlessly confronting it to set the
stage for the future. To wipe out history would be to
betray the values a city needs to bring home to its future
generations. The decision to knock down the wall or cut
down the long-preserved trees is offensively
distasteful. The creation of parking spaces, ostensibly a
practical necessity, will be perceived as a symbol of
colonial-era values and a blight of unchecked
urbanisation, leaving an indelible mark on our city's
landscape. Tearing down parts of the heritage is not the
answer to the reality of confronting the nightmare of
plunder and mindless occupation for the expediency of
finding space for the burgeoning vehicles.

For those deeply invested in preserving our city's cultural
heritage, this decision is nothing short of tragic, and we
cannot help but feel outraged by the shortsightedness of'it
all. The destruction of the heritage wall is an unjust act,
considered offensive and disrespectful to its cultural
significance.Urbanisation, while bringing numerous
benefits, often comes at the cost of cultural heritage and
artistic spaces. As cities expand and develop, historic
buildings, monuments and public art installations are
frequently demolished to make way for new
infrastructure, high-rise buildings and parking lots. This

Forty-five days, over 65 crore devotees, around Rs 3

lakh crore revenue — the Maha Kumbh was an
overwhelming spectacle in more ways than one. The
curtains came down on the mega festival on
Wednesday as millions of pilgrims took a holy dip at
the Triveni Sangam on Mahashivratri. The whole
world watched in awe, week after week, as India
proudly showcased its spiritual magnificence as well
as soft power. The 2025 edition was special as it
witnessed an innovative confluence of tradition and
technology. Digital lost-and-found centres helped
reunite thousands of missing people with their family
members. Al-driven systems played a vital role in
estimating crowd density and tracking people.
‘Digital snan’ became the new buzzword as a start-up
offered a service for those who were unable to attend
the Maha Kumbh: prints of photos sent by devotees
through WhatsApp were collected and immersed in the
sacred waters on their behalf — it was as simple and
convenient as that.Crowd control was a major

erases the physical manifestations of a city's history and
threatens the intangible cultural heritage that is rooted in
these spaces.The unique character and identity of City
Beautiful, shaped by its cultural and artistic heritage, are
being slowly erased, leaving behind a regimented and
soulless urban landscape. The encroachment of
urbanisation on artistic and cultural spaces is particularly
devastating because it severs the connection between a
city's past and its present. When these spaces are
destroyed or neglected, the stories, memories and
cultural practices that they embody are lost forever.As a
result, urbanisation can be seen as a form of cultural
amnesia, where the relentless pursuit of development
leads to the erasure of a city's cultural heritage and artistic
identity.Moreover, the unremitting march of expansion
has brought human advancement to the threshold of
nature, menacing the very existence of the natural world.
As cities grow, forests are cleared, wetlands are drained
and wildlife habitats are destroyed to make way for new
buildings, roads and parking lots. This impingement on
the natural world has shattering consequences for birds,
animals and wildlife that consider these ecosystems
home. The loss of habitat around the Rock Garden and
disruption of delicate ecosystems, all contribute to the
disquieting decline of biodiversity in urbanising areas.

The end of nature, as we know it, is a stark reality that

threatens us as we gaze out upon the rambling
metropolises of the world. The once pristine landscapes,
teeming with life and colour, are now a distant memory,
replaced by the steel and concrete of urbanisation. The
songs of birds, the rustle of leaves and the gentle babbling

Prioritise pilgrims’ safety, river water quality

challenge throughout the festival, and the authorities
did fairly well on this front despite huge odds.
However, things went horribly wrong on Mauni
Amavasya last month when crores of pilgrims jostled

Delhi gone, all AAP eyes now on Punjab

The CAG report on the Delhi excise policy has flagged glaring irregularities that have further dented the party’s image.

It is not easy for a party that rode to power on the lofty
plank of good governance to come to terms with a
crushing defeat. The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) burst onto
the scene in 2012 on the back of a dubious anti-
corruption campaign, made a mark in the 2013 Delhi
Assembly polls and then went on to accumulate huge
political capital. What clicked with voters of Delhi in
2015 as well as 2020 was its promising agenda — zero
tolerance to corruption, investment in basics such as
education, healthcare and public transport, and
establishing an accessible and responsive bureaucracy.

The party came down with a thud in the recent Delhi polls
for not delivering on some of these pledges. Its leaders
failed to confront the BJP, which unleashed its
mammoth propaganda machinery that flattened AAP
and crucially, its founder and leader, Arvind Kejriwal.
There is no respite in sight for him and his colleagues.
The CAG report on the Delhi excise policy, tabled in the
Assembly earlier this week, has flagged glaring
irregularities that have further dented the party’s
image.For Kejriwal, AAP’s national convener, the loss
in Delhi is a rude shock as well as a wake-up call. His
party had routed the BJP and the Congress in two
successive polls. The Delhi ‘governance model’ he
crafted and implemented even won adherents in the BJP
camp who were otherwise wedded to Hindutva and their
brand of nationalism. Having lost its underpinning of
governance, AAP now exists as a hollowed-out entity. It
faces the onerous task of retaining power in Punjab, the
only state it governs at present.Days before the verdict
was out, Jasmine Shah, a close aide of Kejriwal, while
releasing his book, ‘The Delhi Model: A Bold New
Roadmap to Building a Developed India’, said in a
statement, “For the first time in India, here is a model of
governance that prioritises investing in the masses, in
the people of India.” That boast flew out of the window

on February 8. Some AAP insiders
believe that it is time to reassess the
leadership and restructure the
organisation to regain public trust.

But it was not the battered and bruised AAP
in Delhi that figured immediately on
Kejriwal’s radar. Following the poll ¢
reversal, he held a meeting with Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann and state
party MLAs in Delhi, ostensibly to
discuss how to make Punjab a ‘model
state” in the run-up to the 2027 elections.
AAP insiders regard Punjab as the party’s
‘best bet’ despite the state government |
being besieged by problems such as a
run-down economy, compounded by a
lack of Central funds. The Mann
government is also bogged down by the
drug menace, farm distress, the sand
mafia and corruption, all of which have
tied the CM’s hands while offering direct
financial aid to women and increasing
subsidies. The government is also being
criticised for securing loans at a high rate
of interest and amending property tax
laws amid mounting debt. The prospect of some AAP
MLAs jumping ship is also not ruled out.Has Kejriwal
applied his mind to such crucial concerns that have
electoral ramifications? He is too much of a political
animal to leave the affairs of Punjab to Mann and
confine himself'to rejuvenating the party in Delhi, where
he is no longer even an MLA. The fact that he convened
the Punjab meeting promptly shows that he is unwilling
torely entirely on Mann, a first-time CM.

Kejriwal has entrusted Jasmine Shah with retooling
Punjab, even as state observers have cautioned against

-

Delhi’s alleged overt interference and diversion of the
state’s resources for AAP’s campaigns in other states. At
the end of the day, Punjab’s political dynamics are
distinct. While Mann recently said his government
would focus on education, healthcare, electricity and
water and turned the spotlight on initiatives like the
closure of toll plazas and the abolition of numerous
pensions for MLAs, do these assurances and
achievements add up to a persuasive Punjab model?
Doling out freebies alone may not make for a winning
formula.Mann’s main obstacle is inadequate industrial
investments that have not generated enough revenue to

A

—

of brooks are silenced, replaced by the cacophony of car
horns, construction and human chatter.As we stand at the
rock face of this ecologicalcrisis, we are forced to
confront the consequences of our actions and to consider
the future of the natural world in the face of inexorable
development.Preserving cultural heritage, therefore, is a
collective responsibility that requires concerted efforts
from individuals, communities and governments.
Moreover, cultural heritage conservation promotes
cross-cultural understanding, nurtures community
engagement and contributes to justifiable expansion.

As keepers of our cultural legacy, it is essential that we

prioritise preservation efforts, raise mindfulness about
the status of cultural heritage and support initiatives that
protect and promote our shared cultural treasures. As we
move forward, it is crucial that we learn from history,
acknowledge and engage with it and build an intellectual
environment that is critical, inclusive and civil.

The goal of citizens and preservationists is to critically

examine the high court's decision and its far-reaching
consequences. It might also help in grasping the material
designs behind the installation or dismantling of walls or
buildings that apparently reflect the political ambitions
of'the ruling class, supported by conformist historians.

The damage that the decision to flatten the wall of the Rock

Monumental Kumbh
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Garden does to our cultural sensibilities is as vital as the
damage it does to the cultural heritage of this iconic
monument. In the wake of the brutal demolition,
discussions and demonstrations must target the urban
symbols of atrocities and aggression against art and

nature.

to take a dip. The resultant stampede led to the
death of at least 30 people, according to the
police, even as the Opposition has accused the
Yogi government of concealing the actual
death toll. This tragic incident must not be
reduced to a mere footnote. For its own good,
the government should come out with the
truth, no matter how unpalatable. Another
dampener was the Central Pollution Control
Board’s report that flagged alarming levels of
faecal bacteria in the river water near Sangam.
The report highlighted that water quality at
multiple sites failed to meet prescribed
bathing standards. The biggest lesson from
the Maha Kumbh is that there should be no
compromise on river water quality, sanitation
and devotees’ safety. The mother of all
religious festivals should not just be a picture-perfect
money-spinner; it must strive for perfection in all
respects.

b create infrastructure such as roads.
~ = Although the Punjabi diaspora is
: unlikely to make the state

significantly investible, AAP’s
outreach to the expats is continuing.
Even as Punjab has become the centre
of AAP’s attention, the reversal in
the Capital has curtailed Kejriwal’s
soaring national ambitions that were
evident in the Gujarat and Goa
i Assembly polls in 2022. AAP
" | bagged five seats and got a vote

+
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share of 12.91 per cent in Gujarat,
but its projected leaders Isudan
Gadhvi and Gopal Italia lost their
seats. In Goa, AAP won two seats
with a 6.77 vote share. AAP is silent
on foraying into Bihar, which votes
later this year, even as it is confused
about remaining with the INDIA
bloc nationally and notionally. Its
relations with the Congress have
only worsened after the latter
targeted Kejriwal during
campaigning in Delhi. The
Congress is also AAP’s main rival in Punjab.AAP began
as a party that spanned the social arc in its outreach to the
affluent, the professionals and the less well-off. The
Delhi outcome revealed that with a 44 per cent vote
share, it retained its base among the less well-off and the
Muslims, although the BJP worked hard to win over the
Dalits.Kejriwal has a long way to go before he can re-
appropriate the anti-corruption plank and restore AAP’s
standing as a party of good governance. The BJP will not
give him an easy passage. His salvation will lie in
consolidating his social base — or whatever is left of'it.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Prague Masters:
Praggnanandhaa outwits
Keymer to join Aravindh in lead

PRAGUE. Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa
scored his second victory on the trot,
outwitting Vincent Keymer of Germany to
join compatriot Aravindh Chithambaram at
the top on three points after the end of the
fourth round of the Prague Masters here.

Aravindh survived some initial hiccups before
signing peace with Sam Shankland of the
United States, while top seed Wei Yi of China
finally found his form at the expense of local
star David Navara.Anish Giri of Netherlands
played out his fourth draw in as many games
with Gurel Ediz of Turkey, while Czech GM
Nguyen Thai Dai Van also drew with Quang
Leim Le of Vietnam in the other two games
of the 10-player round-robin
tournament.With Praggnanadhaa and
Aravindh in front, Shankland, Keymer, Giri
and Le share the third spot a full point behind
and it looks like the race for the title will be
between the two Indians only with five
rounds still to come.Almost a month back
Keymer had beaten Praggnanandhaa in the
Tata Steel Masters and the Indian avenged
his defeat fighting from what looked like a
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shaky French defense with black.

Keymer was caught off guard in the

middlegame. Praggnanandhaa went for the
trade of queens and got his counter attack
rolling.eymer, meanwhile, ran low on time
and wasted some moves moving his rook
back and forth to just draw. The Indian
obviously understood it better and used his
pieces well to win a couple of pawns. The
rest was easy and it was all over in 44
moves.Aravindh faced the Sicilian defense
and Shankland equalised quite easily. An
exchange spree led to a very slight advantage
for Shankland but the endgame was always
closer to a draw.The players eventually
arrived at a theoretically drawn rook and
pawns endgame where an extra pawn for
Shankland did not matter much.

The next round will see the two leaders pitted
against each other and Praggnanadhaa will
play with white.In the challengers' section,
Divya Deshmukh played out a draw with Ma
Qun of China and took her tally to 1.5 points
from four games.This section is jointly led
by Nodirbek Yakubboev of Uzbekistan and
Jonas Buhl Bjerre of Denmark, who both
have three points apiece.

After Virat Kohli, can
Rohit Sharma light up
Champions Trophy

New Delhi. India will aim to continue with
their winning momentum as they take on
New Zealand in their last group fixture of the
ICC Champions Trophy 2025 on Sunday,
March 2 at Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, Dubai. The Men in Blue have
ticked most of their boxes in the first two
matches as both the spinners and the pace
bowlers were amongst the wickets. With the
bat, Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli starred
with centuries against Bangladesh and New
Zealand respectively, along with crucial
contributions from KL Rahul and Shreyas
Iyer in the middle order. Hence, India have
pretty much covered up as they embark into
the semi finals after the New

Zealand.However, the only missing piece of
the jigsaw puzzle would be a big knock from

their captain Rohit Sharma. The India
skipper has registered scores of 41 and 20 in
the two innings respectively against
Bangladesh and Pakistan but a big innings
from Rohit’s bat would do his confidence a
word of good heading into the semi
finals.Over the last few months, the opening
batter was seen struggling for runs in the Test
format. However, he didn’t carry those
demons into 50-over cricket as he recently
slammed his second fastest century in ODIs
against England. His innings of 112 (90) was
a clear indication that the India captain is far
from done and his willow is hungry to
clobber some monstrous sixes against the
fiercest bowlers of international
cricket.Rohit's aggression key for Indian
batting order

In the two matches played in the Champions
Trophy so far, Rohit got out trying to go big
against Taskin Ahmed against Bangladesh
and was cleaned up by a peach of a delivery
by Shaheen Afridi in the next game. Hence,
having faced just 51 balls in the tournament
so far, Rohit would want to spend more time
in the middle in the upcoming fixture and get
a big score against his name.Over the past
few years, Rohit’s explosive starts at the top
of'the order have been instrumental in setting
up the tone for India especially in ICC
events.

Unchained melody: Afghan women's fight to
play cricket through the eyes of Firooza Amiri

«Since the time Taliban took

over in 2021, Afghanistan do
not have a women's feam
while still remaining an 1CC
full-member nation

CHENNAI.As Azmatullah Omarzai

produced late fireworks to help Afghanistan
men post 273 runs against Australia in the
ICC Champions Trophy match on Friday
afternoon in Lahore, among the thousands of
fans in the stands cheering for them was an
Afghan girl. Holding a placard above her
head, the young girl was sending a message
to not just her country, but the cricketing
world. The English translation of the pashto
message read along the lines of: "I'm an
Afghan girl, I want to become a doctor.
Please don't oppress us and take away my
dreams."That young girl in the stands of the
Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore on Saturday is not
alone. About 10,500 kilometres away, in
Melbourne and Canberra, Australia, several
women cricketers from Afghanistan were
staying up in the night to watch the men's

team do what they have been stripped of and
fighting for — play cricket for their country
—since the Taliban took overin 2021.

In the time since Taliban came to power in

Afghanistan, women have been banned from
playing sports, secondary education for girls
is suspended beyond sixth grade, they are
prohibited from entering public baths, public
parks, gyms, sports clubs and amusement
parks, banned from university education and
as late as December 2024, Taliban
announced a new decree according to which
new buildings should not have windows
through which it is possible to see “the

courtyard, kitchen, neighbour’s well and

other places usually used by women”.

“Seeing women working in kitchens, in
courtyards or collecting water from wells
can lead to obscene acts,” according to the

decree posted by government spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid on social media
platform X.According to a United Nations
report, 80 per cent of school-aged girls and
young women, accounting for about 2.5
million people, were out of school as of
2023. The UN has termed the situation of
women in the country as gender apartheid
with a real threat to the lives of women in

NZ batters call up local left-arm spinners
to prepare for Kuldeep contest

«New Zealand called local

spinners to counter Kuldeep
Yadav threat

«Glenn Phillips acknowledges

India's strong spin attack in
Champions Trophy

«Kane Williamson, key pacers

skip New Zealand's pre-match
net session

New Delhi. New Zealand on Saturday called

up two local left-arm wrist spinners to bowl
to senior batter Tom Latham and all-rounder
Michael Bracwell at the nets to prepare for a

possible contest against India’s Kuldeep
Yadav in their Champions Trophy match
here.Kuldeep, the left-arm wrist spinner,
mainly operates in the middle overs where
Latham and Bracwell often bat.“It's (the
DICS pitch) playing a little bit slow and
there's obviously a good deal of turn. I think
it's going to be an interesting match-up," said
New Zealand all-rounder Glenn Phillips in

the pre-match press
conference here.“They (India)
have got three quality
spinners, and it’s all about
rotating the strike and taking
the game deep.”

The two local players called up
to bowl to New Zealand
batters are 15-year-old Ishan
Rajesh, who is a UAE Under-
16 camper from Zenith club,
and Nilansh Keshwani, a UAE
probable.Kuldeep has been
India skipper Rohit Sharma's
go-to bowler in the middle
overs to stem the run flow or to

fetch a crucial breakthrough.

New Zealand will face India in the final league

match on Sunday to determine the toppers of
Group A.The Kiwis also engaged in a light
practice session at the ICC Academy here
but former skipper and batting mainstay
Kane Williamson, pacers Will O’Rourke and
Kyle Jamieson did not attend the nets.

IND vs NZ: India, New Zealand hattle to
keep momentum going in Group A finale

New Delhi. Ifyouhead into the India vs New
Zealand game on Sunday thinking thatitisa
dead rubber, then you're mistaken. Yes,
Group A has been settled with India and New
Zealand making it to the semi-finals after
beating Bangladesh and Pakistan
respectively. India will play their
semi-final in Dubai and New Zealand
will head over to Lahore for their
match. However, the game on Sunday
will all be about momentum.It was
perfectly summed up by Sunil
Gavaskar when he talked to India
Today ahead of the game. The Indian
legend said it was all about finishing §
at the top and keep the winning |
feeling going into the business end of
the tournament."I actually don't think
it's an inconsequential game in terms
of, you know, points maybe, but how
do you say it's inconsequential?
Because whoever gets to win the
game becomes No. 1, and they get to play the
No.2 of the other group. So I don't think it's
inconsequential. Also, as far as the thythm is
concerned, you want to keep the winning
rhythm going, the winning momentum
going, the winning feeling going. Because

anytime you lose, suddenly, just like any
batter, you play and miss, you tend to have
that little doubt in your mind before the next
ball comes along. So you don't want
anything like that to happen. So India has to
keep on winning to be able to get that

feeling, and also send a message to the
opposition that look, we are there. Try and
beat us to win the championship," said
Gavaskar.India and New Zealand's
performances are almost mirror images.
Take their matches against Bangladesh, for

example. A good bowling performance
ensured that they had restricted Bangladesh
to scores below 250. But the chase was
tricky in the end and both teams needed their
young guns in the form of Shubman Gill and
Rachin Ravindra to step up and hit hundreds.
Against Pakistan, it was utter
domination from both teams as they
beat Mohammad Rizwan's side
comfortably.Interestingly, this will be
the first time India and New Zealand
will face in the Champions Trophy.
They faced off in the final in 2000
when the tournament was known as the
ICC Knockouts, but this will be the
first time they lock horns in the current
iteration of the tournament. The
Blackcaps have been a thorn in India's
side in ICC events. The 2000 final they
defeated India and then went on to
knock India out of the 2019 World Cup
in the semi-final.

India got their revenge in the 2023 edition as

they beat New Zealand twice, with one being
the semi-final in Mumbai. Both teams look
ready for the contest, and we could expect a
thriller at the Ring of Fire.

Afghanistan on a day-to-day basis.Growing
up in the oasis city of Herat in the western
part of Afghanistan, Firooza Amiri did not
like cricket. Football was the popular sport in
her city. It was Amiri's sister who liked
cricket and made sure it was on the television
all the time. At some point, Amiri gave in,
wanting to know what the fuss was all about.
The moment she picked up the bat in hand,
she was in love. It did not take long for her to
go from there to a national selection camp in
Kabul which led to the then Afghanistan
Cricket Board handing her a contract among
other 23 cricketers in 2020.From that day,
they had one dream. Donning the blue
Afghanistan jersey and playing cricket at the
global stage. It was a dream they had been
living for. But in August 2021, it all came
down crashing. With the Taliban inching
towards capturing Herat, Amiri was at home
with her four siblings and parents not
knowing what to do. Sitting with her family
in her grandmother’s home, having tea,
when her older aunt came and announced the
Taliban take over, Amiri’s heart sank.“I went
into shock,” Amiri recalls in a conversation
with this daily. “I was completely in shock
for a couple of days. Taliban, they are a
terrorist group and how hard is living in a
situation where they are in the regime. So, |
was worried so much about how am I going
to still survive here? Am I going to go
somewhere?,” her thoughts lingered.

Ricky Ponting backs
Virat Kohli to match
Tendulkar's ODI record:

Never write him off

Legendary batter Ricky Ponting backed Virat
Kohli to match Sachin Tendulkar’s record for
most ODI runs. Last Sunday, Kohli broke
Tendulkar’s record as the fastest batter to
14,000 ODI runs, also becoming the third
cricketer to reach the milestone. Although he
is more than 4,000 runs away, Ponting
believes Kohli will be motivated to approach
Tendulkar’s all-time record.Ponting, who led
Australia to glory in the 2003 and 2007 ODI
World Cups, said the 36-year-old Kohli would
aim to build a legacy for himself and be
“remembered as the all-time leading run
scorer.”"With someone like Virat, you never

write him off, because I'm sure he'd be
motivated by that [achieving the record], I
think," Ponting said on the ICC Review
Podcast.Champions Trophy: Full Coverage |
Points TableKohli is in prime form after
scoring his 51st ODI hundred in the marquee
clash of the 2025 Champions Trophy against
Mohammad Rizwan’s Pakistan at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium. Kohli failed to
get going against Bangladesh, where Rishad
Hossain dismissed him, but he made amends
against Pakistan.Kohli is also nearing second
place on the list of most ODI runs. The veteran
is only 149 runs short of surpassing Kumar
Sangakkara’s tally of 14,234 runs in the 50-
over format. Ponting said that if Kohli stays
hungry, he can surpass not only Sangakkara
but also Tendulkar.Now that he's gone past me
and only two ahead of him, I'm sure he wants
to give himself the best chance to be
remembered as the all-time leading run scorer
inthe game.”

Also Read: After Virat Kohli, can Rohit Sharma
light up Champions Trophy?

"So, as long as the hunger's there, obviously,
physically wise, he's probably as fit as he's
ever been and works exceptionally hard on
that side of his game. So, if the hunger's still
there, then I'm never going to write him off.

India series was good for Champions Trophy
preparation: England coach McCullum

«Brendon McCullum admitted

England's Champions Trophy exit
was tough but emphasized their 0DI
series against India as valuable
preparation. With Jos Buttler
stepping down, England now face
crucial decisions regarding
leadership and rebuilding their

white-ball setup.

New Delhi. England head coach Brendon
McCullum admitted that his side’s early exit
from the Champions Trophy was a bitter pill
to swallow but maintained that their ODI
series against India was the best possible
preparation leading up to the tournament.

Despite their efforts, England endured a
forgettable campaign, failing to register a
single win, which ultimately led to captain
Jos Buttler stepping down from his

role.England’s tournament came to a |}
disappointing end with a seven-wicket defeat |

to South Africa, extending their ongoing
struggles in ODI cricket. Speaking at the

post-match press conference, McCullum |

emphasised the need for reflexion,
acknowledging that England must assess
their performances not just in the Champions
Trophy but also in their lead-up series against
India. He also noted that discussions will take
place regarding the appointment of a new
ODI captain following Buttler’s
resignation.] felt India was actually really
good preparation for us, even though we
obviously got beaten quite comfortably
there. I thought that was as good a
preparation as you could have coming into a
major tournament and obviously we had our
chance in those first couple but what we saw

tonight was probably an example of why
we're out of the tournament,” McCullum
said."T'll get home in the next couple of days
and then start to think about, and start having
some conversations with Rob Key and the
guys at the ECB about who is the right person
for us to put in that position of white ball
captain and then what do they need and how
do we start to learn some of the lessons that
we've been dealt on this tour and in this
tournament to ensure that we're a lot more

competitive than what we've been," he
added.McCullum further hinted at the
possibility of restructuring England’s
white-ball leadership, leaving open the
option of having separate captains for
ODIs and T20Is. This potential shift comes
as England look to rebuild after their
disastrous Champions Trophy campaign
and prepare for future tournaments.Group
B, featuring Afghanistan, Australia, South
Africa, and England, turned out to be
highly competitive. England’s last group
match had significant implications for
Afghanistan, who needed them to beat South
Africa by at least 207 runs to progress.
However, England’s batting unit once again
collapsed under pressure, failing even to post
207 runs.England’s aggressive ‘Bazball’
approach backfired once more, as reckless
shot selection led to yet another
underwhelming total. In Buttler’s final game
as captain, the batting order crumbled, with
Joe Root being the only notable contributor.
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A Urvashi

Rautela

Meets Puspha 2 Director Sukumar
During India Vs Pak Match: Your

Dedication Inspires Us’

ﬁ ctress Urvashi Rautela bumped into filmmaker Sukumar at the

India Vs Pakistan match in Dubai. She congratulated the director

and said that she looked up to him with immense admiration.
Urvashi took to her Instagram, where she shared a video of herself shaking
hands with Sukumar at the stadium. In the clip, the two greet each other,
exchange pleasantries and have a conversation. The actress captioned the
post: “Heartiest congratulations on all your incredible achievements,
#Sukumar garu! Your
brilliance and dedication
inspire us all, and we truly
look up to you with
immense admiration."

Sukumar’s other notable
films include Arya 2, 100%
Love, 1: Nenokkadine,
Nannaku Prematho,
Rangasthalam, Pushpa:
The Rise and Pushpa 2: The
Rule. Rangasthalam
became the third highest-
grossing Telugu film at the
time, behind the Baahubali
films. Pushpa was the
highest-grossing Indian
film of 2021, while Pushpa
2 went on to become one of
the highest-grossing Indian
films of all time.

Talking about Urvashi, she
received an early birthday
surprise in the stands of
Dubai International Cricket
Stadium. She received ared
cherry birthday cake from
the staff during the India vs Pakistan match. “Thank you for the birthday
surprise,”" Urvashi, who will turn 31 on February 25, wrote as the caption
on Instagram.

~ On the work front, her latest release is Daaku Maharaaj. Made under the
e L | . , direction of Bobby Kolli, the film stars Nandamuri Balakrishna as the

\ # ’ lead, alongside, Chandini Chowdary, Pradeep Rawat, Sachin Khedekar,

e i " ; T Shine Tom Chacko, Viswant Duddumpudi, Aadukalam Naren, and Ravi
_i "45 | Kishan in important roles. The film tells the story of a daring robber,
: "; ' v ll < ' . striving for survival and establishing his own territory amid conflicts with

= . { m , powerful adversaries, battling to become a “king without a kingdom."
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Gets 'Battle-Ready' For Alpha, Shares Picjsi‘f*‘-

From Intense Practice Sessions

harvari is gearing up for the audition me in the action
release of her female spy space. So, I did an extensive
thriller film, YRF’s Alpha. action audition. I went to an
The actress dropped major action class and did two
Monday Motivation for her months of training. I didn’t
fans by posting photos from her know what the film was
intense workout sessions. The called. All I knew is that it
film also stars Alia Bhatt in a was a part of an audition that
leadingrole. I had to train for," she had
In an all-black athleisure outfit, said.
Sharvari was seen sweating it Sharvari had also spoken
out with battle ropes. “Battle about her rigorous training
ropes for today .. Battle ready sessions for the film. She
for #Alpha soon! said, “At that time, from
#MondayMotivation (sic)," she Monday to Saturday, I used
wrote, while sharing the to train for two to three hours
pictures. Take a look: every day. I was also trying |
In an exclusive chat with to find out what kind of
Showsha not long back, gymnastics movements, )
Sharvari spilled the beans on boxing and strength training
how she landed a role in Alpha. I can do. It was basically an
The actor said that she didn’t overview of action training.
even know that she was I recorded an audition kind
auditioning for the YRF film of a tape at the end of each
until much later. “I remember I month and showed it to Adi

had just finished Maharaj and | sir. I kept talking to trainers
was doing a couple of other projects. Imet Adisir  so as to try and do something different and new in
(Aditya Chopra; producer) and he wanted to thetape.” A I

Laxman Utekar Apologises
After Chhaava Faces Rs 100 Cr
Defamation Suit Threat From
Shirke Descendants

—— -

icky Kaushal’s Chhaava, which

celebrates the legacy of Chhatrapati

Sambhaji Maharaj, has struck a chord
with audiences nationwide. It is doing an
extremely good business at the box office.
However, the film has sparked a new
controversy now. Apparently, the descendants
of Maratha warriors Ganoji and Kanhoji Shirke
have raised objections claiming that the
portrayal of their ancestors is unfair and
misleading. They threatened a Rs 100 crore
defamation lawsuit.

In response to the same, director Laxman Utekar
issued a public apology. In Chhaava, a crucial
moment in the story portrays Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj’s trusted allies, Ganoji and
Kanhoji, betraying him by joining forces with
Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. This leads to the
Maratha ruler’s death. However, this depiction
hasn’t gone down well with the warriors’
descendants, who believe it unfairly tarnishes
theirlegacy.

After the film’s release, Laxmikant Raje Shirke,
the 13th descendant of Ganoji and Kanhoji
Shirke, strongly criticised the filmmakers for
what he called a blatant “misinterpretation of
historical facts." He expressed his
disappointment, stating that the portrayal
unfairly damages his family’s legacy. He also
announced that they had issued a legal notice to
the director and would be filing a Rs 100 crore
defamation lawsuit against him.

On February 20, the Shirke family formally senta
notice to Laxman Utekar, requesting a
clarification regarding the film’s portrayal of
their ancestors. They also urged him to make
the necessary corrections.

And now, according to reports, Laxman Utekar
personally reached out to Bhushan Shirke, one
of the descendants, to apologise for any
unintentional hurt caused to the family. He also
clarified that the film did not explicitly mention
the last names or the village names of Ganoji
and Kanhoji. “We have only mentioned the
names of Ganoji and Kanhoji in Chhaava,
without referring to their surname. We’ve also
made sure to not disclose the village they
belonged to. Our intention was not to hurt the
sentiments of the Shirke family.

Shah Rukh Khan Produced
Ittefaq Without Reading Script,

Said It Was ‘Haraam’ To Charge
Interest: Renu Chopra

Chopra recently praised Shah Rukh

Khan’s generosity, and revealed that he
backed her son Abhay Chopra’s film ‘Ittefaq’
without even reading the script! The 2017 film,
directed and written by Abhay Chopra, stars
Akshaye Khanna, Sidharth Malhotra and
Sonakshi Sinha. Renu Chopra recalled that
SRK also refused to charge interest on the
finances, saying thatitis ‘haraam’.

In a conversation with Pinkvilla, Renu said that a
lot of people stood by her, and one of them is
Shah Rukh Khan. “Now, Shah Rukh had only
done guest appearances for us. When we had to
make Ittefaq... Shah Rukh’s office and our
office — we share a wall. And we just decided to
do it with him. I asked him, ‘Main aa jaaoon?’.
He said, ‘Nahi nahi. Aap nahi aaoge Renu ji,
main aata hoon. That respect, ki aap badi hain!
Maine kaha, ¢ Shah Rukh, aate aate 3 hafte ho
gaye hain, ab main hi aa jati hoon’. (I asked him,
‘Should I come?” He said, ‘No, no. You won’t
come, Renu ji, I will come’. Out of respect,
since you are senior! I said, ‘Shah Rukh, it’s
been three weeks since you said that, now [ will
come myself”). Because he is such abusy man!"
she said. She further added that King Khan
welcomed them very warmly with love and
respect. “He called me and made me sit and
asked what do I want. I said I do not have money
to invest, and he said he will do it. I told him
baaki mere bacche poori tarah se dil laga ke
picture banayenge. (I told him my children will
put their hearts into making the movie). It was
my younger son’s debut film Ittefaq. SRK said
okay without reading the script. His funda was,
‘"Il never back the horse, I’ll back the jockey’.
He said if your son is backing it, I’ll back it," she
further said. Speaking about his generosity, she
said that till date, the money has been 50-50
down the line. “And when the picture wrapped
up, like all other finances, there’s an interest
rate. He said, ‘“Nahi, ye haraam hai mere liye.
Main nahi lunga.

I ate filmmaker Ravi Chopra’s wife Renu
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