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Musk steals: Democrats
hold black placards to
protest Trump's speech

UPDATED. Democrats held up placards as United
States President Donald Trump addressed his first
address to Congress since he returned to power for a
second term.Some Democrats are holding black
signs that say ‘Save Medicaid’, ‘Protect veterans’
and ‘Musk steals’. Notably, Elon Musk is heading
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE)
under Trump administration.Some of them raised the
‘False’ placard to highlight Trump’s “misleading”
statements as he continued to speak about how he has
done more work in 43 days than the previous
government did in four years.While addressing the
gathering, Trump claimed Joe Biden’s policies
“drove up energy prices, pushed up grocery costs,
and drove the necessities of life out of reach for
millions and millions of Americans.”

“As president, I’m fighting every day to reverse this
damage and make America affordable again,” he
added.Meanwhile, Representative Al Green, a
Democrat of Texas, was escorted out of the House
chamber after interrupting Donald Trump‘s address
by saying, “You don’t have a mandate.”Democrats,
for just this one night, why don't you join us in
celebrating so many incredible wins for America?
And if you love our nation, then let's work together
and truly make America great again,” Trump said as
Democrats protested.

Netflix Issues Warning
About Phishing Emails, Scam
Texts Impersonating The
Platform

world. With online scams becoming increasingly
prevalent globally, cybercriminals are constantly
developing sophisticated tactics to defraud
individuals. These methods range from phone scams
to phishing links and now include targeted campaigns
against Netflix users through deceptive emails.

As reported by the Mirror, a new phishing scam targets
Netflix users via email, falsely claiming payment
problems. The emails direct recipients to a fraudulent
link to update billing information, which, if clicked,
allows scammers to steal login credentials and
financial data, and commit identity theft.

How the Netflix Scam Works

Anew Netflix phishing scam is circulating, disguised as
an urgent email with the subject line, "Let's tackle
your payment details." Unlike typical phishing
attempts riddled with typos and suspicious designs,
this scam appears highly polished and legitimate,
featuring Netflix's branding, colours, and fonts.

When users open the email, they are informed that their
Netflix account is on hold due to a billing issue and
are urged to update their payment details immediately
to avoid service disruption. The email even includes a
red banner with a call-to-action button labelled
"UPDATE ACCOUNT NOW," making it look like an
official Netflix notification.Clicking the button leads
to a fake Netflix login page, where users are prompted
to enter their login credentials, home address, and
credit card details. If users input this information,
they unknowingly hand it over to cybercriminals,
who can then steal money, make unauthorized
transactions, or access other linked accounts.

Australia's East Coast Braces For
Cyclone Alfred

Sydney.Australia's east coast braced on Wednesday for
a tropical cyclone that is swirling towards Brisbane,
the country's third-most populous city, as authorities
warned thousands of properties were at risk due to
strong winds and flash flooding.

Destructive wind gusts of up to 155 kph (96 mph) could
develop from Thursday afternoon as tropical cyclone
Alfred is expected to cross the coast as a category-two
storm early on Friday morning near Queensland state
capital Brisbane, Australia's weather bureau said.

The weather system will bring heavy rainfall leading to
life-threatening flash floods, the Bureau of
Meteorology said.Category two cyclones - on a five-
level scale - are three rungs away from the most
dangerous and can cause major damage to trees and
caravans, and break boats from their moorings.

"If' you're told to leave, you should leave. I can't be more
blunt than that," Queensland Premier David Crisafulli
told ABC News, calling on residents to heed
evacuation orders.Storm warnings on Wednesday

stretched for more than 500 kilometres (311 miles)
across the coast in the states of Queensland and New
South Wales, impacting millions of people.A total of
122 schools in the north of New South Wales will be
closed on Wednesday and Thursday, and vulnerable
residents will be urged to relocate by Thursday
morning, New South Wales Premier Chris Minns
said."We need to bunker down over the next 48 hours
and get through what may be a very difficult time," he
told reporters.Many residents have left their homes as
authorities rush to open evacuation centres. Sandbags
are in short supply and supermarket shelves have been
stripped bare as people stock up on essentials. Theme
parks in the tourist city of Gold Coast will be closed
from Wednesday, the Ladies European Tour co-
sanctioned WPGA Championship event was called
off, and the season-opening matches of the Australian
Football League in Brisbane were postponed.

Trump administration to drop lawsuit against
Louisiana petrochemical plant, sources say

WASHINGTON. President Donald Trump's

administration plans to drop a federal
lawsuit against a synthetic rubber
manufacturer accused of worsening cancer
risks for residents in a majority-Black
community near its Louisiana plant, two
sources familiar with the matter said
Tuesday.The move would undo one of
former President Joe Biden's highest-
profile targets for an environmental justice
effort aimed at improving conditions in
places disproportionately harmed by
decades of industrial pollution.

Biden's Environmental Protection Agency

sued the Denka Performance Elastomer
plant in early 2023, alleging it posed an
unacceptable cancer risk and demanding
cuts in toxic emissions of cancer-causing
chloroprene.The AP sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because the action
has not yet been made public, said court
action is expected in coming days.The plan
to drop the lawsuit, filed in U.S. District
Court in the Eastern District of Louisiana,
was first reported by the New York
Times.The Trump administration has

Trump appoints

as Secret Service

In a touching moment during his first

joint session address, US President
Donald Trump made 13-year-old DJ
Daniel, a Texas boy battling cancer
since 2018, an honorary Secret
Service agent.

Truck driver arrest, cause of
accident under probe

world. In a heartfelt moment during his
first joint session address to Congress,
US President Donald Trump surprised
the nation by making 13-year-old DJ
Daniel, a Texas boy who has battled
cancer for years, an honorary Secret
Service agent.As DJ sat in the gallery,
Trump shared his story, revealing that
he was diagnosed with a rare form of
cancer in 2018 and was given just five
months to live. But against all odds, DJ
fought on, never letting go of his dream

moved quickly to reverse the

message.The EPA under Biden

environmental justice focus of Biden's
administration, placing roughly 170
environmental justice-focused staffers on
administrative leave.Dropping the Denka
case relieves pressure on a company that
has spent years fighting federal lawsuits
and investigations over its impact on
public health.Denka, based in Japan,
bought the former DuPont plant in
LaPlace, Louisiana a decade ago. It's
located near an elementary school in a
community about 30 miles outside New
Orleans.The site produces neoprene, a
synthetic rubber that is found in products
such as wetsuits and laptop sleeves. The
Department of Justice sued the company in
early 2023, accusing it of emitting
unacceptable levels of chloroprene, a
chemical that may be especially harmful to
children. A judge had scheduled a bench
trial for April.David Uhlmann, who
oversaw enforcement and compliance
assurance for the EPA in the Biden
administration, said Justice officials under
Biden pursued the case and stood up for

13-year-old cancer survivo
agent, youngest ever

community members who are exposed to
cancer-causing pollution.“The Trump
administration chose to protect a well-
heeled and well-connected, multinational
corporation over protecting American
children and their families, ignoring the
clear requirements of the Clean Air Act,”
Uhlmann told the AP.The lJustice
Department did not immediately respond
to an email sent Tuesday seeking comment.
An attorney for Denka did not immediately
respond to a request for comment, and the
company did not immediately respond to a

issued a related rule aimed at
reducing industrial pollution that
gave Denka a fast deadline to lower
its emissions. The company said it
was being singled out — and that
other manufacturers were given far
more time to comply. The company
also said the plant has significantly
reduced its emissions in recent
years, since the sale was completed
n2015.
The company won an extension of its
deadline.The EPA also investigated
Louisiana air regulators, making an initial
finding that state health officials didn’t do
enough to inform the public about the
plant’s cancer risk. But the EPA dropped
that investigation in late 2023 after the
Republican-led state sued, arguing that the
federal agency had overstepped its
authority under a decades-old Civil Rights
statute. A federal judge last year agreed and
reduced the EPA’s authority to pursue
environmental discrimination in
Louisiana.

r Trump's halt on military aid
will hurt Ukraine's defenses.
But it may not be fatal

moment of unity, rising to their LONDON. The U.S. has been Ukraine’s biggest

feet to celebrate DJ. His father,

military backer since Russia’s full-scale invasion
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of becoming a police officer."The
doctors gave him five months at most
to live," he said. "That was more than
six years ago. Since that time, DJ and
his dad have been on a quest to make his
dream come true.""Tonight, DJ, we're
going to do you the biggest honour of
them all," Trump declared. "I am
asking our new Secret Service Director,
Sean Curran, to officially make you an
agent of the United States Secret
Service."The chamber erupted
applause, and more than a dozen
Democrats joined Republicans in a rare

in

overcome with emotion, lifted

DJ into the air as the House

gallery chanted his name: "DJ!

DJ!"Secret Service Director

Curran then approached the

young boy, handing him an

official badge as the cheers

continued. DJ, beaming,

hugged Curran in gratitudeBut

the moment of bipartisanship
was fleeting. As Trump transitioned to
discussing his administration's health
policies, the applause faded from the
Democratic side. Democratic Rep.
Rashida Tlaib silently held up a
whiteboard that read, "You cut cancer
research," in protest of the president's
budget decisions.

Meanwhile, a Republican lawmaker
shouted, "MAHA baby!"-a twist on
Trump's campaign slogan, "Make
America Great Again," meant to
emphasise the president's healthcare
stance.

NASA's stranded astronauts nearing
return to earth after nine months in space

CAPE CANAVERAL.
NASA’s two stuck astronauts
are just a few weeks away
from finally returning to
Earth after nine months in
space.

Butch Wilmore and Suni
Williams have to wait until
their replacements arrive at
the International Space
Station next week before
they can check out later this
month.They’ll be joined on
their SpaceX ride home by
two astronauts who launched
by themselves in September
alongside two empty seats.During a
news conference Tuesday, Wilmore
said that while politics is part of life, it
did not play into his and Williams'
return, moved up a couple weeks
thanks to a change in SpaceX capsules.

President Donald Trump and SpaceX's
Elon Musk said at the end of January
that they wanted to accelerate the
astronauts' return, blaming the
previous administration.But Williams,
in response to a question, did take issue
with Musk's recent call to dump the
space station in two years, rather than
waiting until NASA's projected deorbit

in 2031. She noted all the scientific
research being performed at the

orbiting lab.

“This place is ticking. It's just really
amazing, so I would say we're actually
in our prime right now,” said Williams,
a three-time space station resident. “I
would think that right now is probably
not the right time to say quit, call it
quits.”Williams said she can't wait to
be reunited with her Labrador
retrievers. The hardest part about the
unexpected extended stay, she added,
was the wait by their families back
home.“It’s been a roller coaster for
them, probably a little bit more so than

for us," she said. “We're
here. We have a mission.
We're just just doing what
we do every day, and
every day is interesting
because we're up in space
and it's a lot of
fun.”Wilmore and
Williams expected to be
gone just a week or so
when they launched last
June aboard Boeing’s
new Starliner capsule,
making its crew debut
after years of delay.The
Starliner had so many
problems getting to the space station
that NASA ruled it too dangerous to
carry anyone and it flew back
empty.Their homecoming was further
delayed by extra completion time
needed for the brand new SpaceX
capsule that was supposed to deliver
their replacements.Last month, NASA
announced the next crew would launch
in a used capsule instead, pushing up
liftoff to March 12. The two crews will
spend about a week together aboard the
space station before Wilmore and
Williams depart with NASA’s Nick
Hague and the Russian Space Agency’s
Alexander Gorbunov.

began three years ago. The suspension of that aid by
the Trump administration doesn’t mean Ukraine’s
defenses will quickly collapse.But it's a major blow
that threatens to remove some of the most formidable
weapons in Ukraine’s battlefield arsenal, and ratchets
up pressure on Kyiv to accept a peace agreement.

Here’s alook at the decision and its implications.
How much of Ukraine’s aid comes from the US?
The United States has given the Ukrainians more than

$180 billion in assistance since Russia launched an all-
out war on February 24, 2022, including more than
$66.5 billion in military aid.Washington provides
about 20% of Ukraine’s military supplies, and that
includes the most lethal and important equipment,

including longer-range missiles and Patriot air defense
systems that can shoot down the most powerful
Russian projectiles. American military assistance also
goes far beyond weapons and ammunition.Ukrainian
troops rely on satellite communications systems
supplied by Elon Musk’s Starlink to communicate on
the front line, and on American intelligence to track
Russian troop movements and select targets for
Ukrainian strikes. If the U.S. stops sharing data from
satellites and other assets, it would badly affect
Ukraine’s capability to strike back at Russia, and
Ukraine’s other allies lack the resources to fill the gap.

“A lot will depend on what’s covered by the American

suspension,” said Malcolm Chalmers, deputy director-
general of defense think tank RUSI. “Will they
suspend all technical assistance to Ukraine? That
would have a more dramatic, more rapid impact than
simply stopping the pipeline of arms.”Why has Trump
cut it off?

The White House said the U.S. is “pausing and

reviewing” its Ukraine aid to “ensure that it is
contributing to a solution.” The order will remain in
effect until U.S. President Donald Trump determines
that Ukraine has demonstrated a commitment to peace
negotiations with Russia.The decision follows an
explosive meeting with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy last week, in which Trump and
U.S. Vice President JD Vance said he hasn't expressed
sufficient gratitude for American support.

‘What has been paused?
It's murky at best. Trump's order pausing aid includes

military assistance and weapons that had already been
approved and were en route to Ukraine, according to a
defense official.

Trump says millions of dead Americans

receiving Social Security,

«Donald Trump repeated his claim

that millions of deceased
Americans are getting Social
Security payments and cited a
300-year-old man.

world. United States President President

Donald Trump on Wednesday claimed that
millions of deceased Americans are getting
social security pay, adding that even a 300-
year-old man is getting the payment.
However, many social media users were
quick to point out that the statement was
false and shared reports to fact-check
Trump.Trump, during his first address to
the Congress since returning to office, said
300-year-old man, other deceased are
getting Social Security, Americans fact
checkTrump made the same claim last

gets fact-checked

our records with a Social Security number
who do not have a date of death associated
with their record. These individuals are not
necessarily receiving benefits.”

WHAT'S THE TRUTH?

According to a 2023 Social Security
inspector general report, only 44,000
people age 100 or older in the system were
getting payments.A July 2024 report from
Social Security’s inspector general states

. Security. “The reported data are people in

month at a press briefing in Florida and
said that “we have millions and millions of
people over 100 years old” receiving
Social Security benefits. “They’re
obviously fraudulent or incompetent,”
Trump said.“If you take all of those
millions of people off Social Security, all
of'asudden we have a very powerful Social

Security with people that are 80 and 70 and
90, but not 200 years old,” he said. He also
said that there’s one person in the system
listed as 360 years old.Social Security’s
new acting commissioner, Lee Dudek,
acknowledged recent reporting about the
number of people older than age 100 who
may be receiving benefits from Social

that from fiscal years 2015 through 2022,

the agency paid out almost $8.6 trillion in

benefits, including $71.8 billion — or less

than 1% — in improper payments. Most of

the erroneous payments were
overpayments to living people.Besides, in
early January, the U.S. Treasury clawed
back more than $31 million in a variety of
federal payments— not just Social Security
payments— that improperly went to dead
people, a recovery that former Treasury
official David Lebryk said was “just the tip
oftheiceberg.”
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Sunrise on the moon!

#Private Blue Ghost lander captures amazing shot after historic lunar touchdown

RNS: Firefly Aerospace’s Blue
Ghost lander has captured a
breathtaking image of a lunar

sunrise following its success-
ful landing on the Moon on
March 2. The lander set down
near Mons Latreille, a solitary
lunar peak in the Mare Cri-
sium region on the Moons
near side, marking a significant
achievement in lunar explora-
tion.

The Blue Ghost began its op-
erations immediately after
landing, activating its scien-
tific instruments and send-
ing back incredible images of
its surroundings, including
the Earth in the distance. The
most recent image, shared by
Firefly on social media, shows
a dramatic lunar sunrise, with
the bright sunlight contrasting
sharply against the shadowed
craters of the Moons rugged
surface.

“Rise and shine! Firefly’s Blue
Ghost lander captured its first
sunrise on the Moon, marking

the start of the lunar day and
the beginning of surface opera-
tions,” Firefly posted on X.

The soft, stable landing was a
historic moment for Firefly,
making it the first commercial
company to achieve a success-
ful soft landing on the Moon
as part of NASAs Commercial
Lunar Payload Services (CLPS)
initiative. The mission, dubbed

“Ghost Riders in the Sky]” rep-
resents a milestone in cislunar
exploration and sets the stage
for future lunar missions.

“We're literally and figuratively
over the Moon,” said Jason
Kim, CEO of Firefly Aero-
space. “Our Blue Ghost lunar
lander now has a permanent
home on the lunar surface, car-
rying 10 NASA payloads and a

plaque with the names of every
Firefly employee?” Kim em-
phasized that this achievement
demonstrates Firefly’s capabil-
ity to provide reliable, afford-
able access to the Moon and
its role in leading future lunar
exploration efforts.

The Blue Ghost, which landed
with 10 NASA instruments on
board, achieved a precision

touchdown in Mare Crisium
at 2:34 am. CST, landing just
100 meters from its target near

shock-absorbing legs ensured
it remained upright, confirm-
ing the success of the mission.

Mons Latreille. The lander’s

& Post

Firefly Asrospacs &
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Rise and shine! Firefly's #81usGh lander captured its first sunrise on
the Moon, marking the beginning of tha lunar day and the start of
surface operations in its new home. Our SGhostRides have already
begun operating many of the 10 ENASA payloads aboard the lander and

will continue operations over the next two weeks and into thea lunar
night. TEGL
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DPS Bokaro Students Shine Again at
Inspire Manak Award

Bokaro: Four students from Delhi Public School (DPS)
Bokaro have once again excelled at the prestigious Inspire
Manak Award Scheme, organized by the Department of
Science and Technology, Government of India. The award
recognizes young innovators for their scientific achieve-
ments.

The students—Shreshta Chaturvedi (Class VII), Ayushi
Sharma (Class VIII), Aarush Priyadarshi (Class IX), and
Krish Verma (Class X)—were honored for their innovative
projects in the 2024-25 session. Each received a Certificate
of Award and a Rs. 10,000 grant to further develop their
inventions for the District Level Exhibition and Project
Competition (DLEPC).

Shreshta’s project is a Web/Mobile-based Water Mapping
System using satellite technology, while Ayushi developed
‘Drishti Deepak, anti-sleep glasses for drivers. Aarush’s
foldable umbrella aims to protect two-wheeler riders, and
Krish created a headband for the visually impaired that de-
tects obstacles in real-time.

This achievement marks the fourth consecutive year DPS
Bokaro students have been selected for the Inspire Manak
Award, underscoring the school’s commitment to fostering
innovation. Principal Dr. A.S. Gangwar congratulated the
winners and encouraged them to continue their path of sci-
entific discovery.

SAIL Officials Meet Jharkhand CM Hemant

Soren for Courtesy Visit
o | 2T TR

Ranchi: Amarendu Prakash, Chairman-cum-Manag-
ing Director of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL),
along with Birendra Kumar Tiwari, Director-in-Charge of
Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL), and Vikas Manvati, Executive
Director of Mines at SAIL Bokaro, met with Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren today at the Jharkhand Sec-
retariat.

The meeting was a courtesy visit to discuss the plant’s op-
erations and related matters. Avinash Kumar, Additional
Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister, was also present
during the meeting.

DRDO Successfully Conducts High-Altitude Trials of
Indigenous Oxygen System for LCA Tejas

New Delhi: The Defence
Bio-Engineering & Electro
Medical Laboratory (DE-
BEL) in Bengaluru, under
the Defence Research and
Development ~ Organisation
(DRDO), has successfully
completed high-altitude trials
of the Indigenous On-Board
Oxygen Generating System
(OBOGS)-based  Integrated
Life Support System (ILSS) for
the LCA Tejas aircraft.

The trials were conducted on
Tuesday, marking a significant
milestone in India’s aerospace
capabilities.

The OBOGS-based ILSS is an
advanced system designed to
generate and regulate breath-
able oxygen for pilots during
flight, replacing traditional
liquid oxygen cylinder-based
systems.

The ILSS was tested on the
LCA-Prototype Vehicle-3 air-
craft developed by Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
and the Aeronautical Devel-
opment Agency (ADA).

It underwent rigorous evalu-
ations under various flight
conditions, including altitudes
of up to 50,000 feet Above
Mean Sea Level and high-G
maneuvers, ensuring compli-

ance with strict aeromedical
standards.

According to a statement
from the Indian government,
the performance assessments
covered vital functions such
as oxygen concentration, de-
mand breathing, availability
of 100% oxygen, and testing of
the Anti-G Valve and Breath-
ing Oxygen System (BOS)
during taxing, take-off, cruis-
ing, G turns, and landing. The
system passed all tests and
met the required parameters
after flight clearance from the
Centre for Military Airwor-

thiness & Certification (CE-
MILAC).

The ILSS integrates 10 Line
Replaceable Units, including
the Low-Pressure Breathing
Regulator, BOS, Emergency
Oxygen System, Oxygen Sen-
sor, and Anti-G valve, among
other components. This will
enable real-time oxygen gen-
eration, enhancing the pilot’s
endurance and operational
efficiency.

Manufactured by L&T as a
Development and Produc-
tion Partner, the ILSS boasts
90% indigenous content, ad-

vancing India’s self-reliance
in aerospace technology. The
system can also be adapted
for use in other aircraft such
as the MiG-29K with suitable
modifications.

This achievement is the result
of a collaborative effort be-
tween DEBEL, ADA, HAL,
CEMILAC, the National
Flight Test Center, the Direc-
torate General of Aeronautical
Quality Assurance, and the
Indian Air Force (IAF), mark-
ing a significant step forward
in India’s military aviation ca-
pabilities.

Holi Peace Committee Meeting Held at

by Ravi Phillips

Sindri: A peace commit-
tee meeting to ensure a
safe and harmonious Holi
celebration was held at
the Sindri police station,
chaired by Sub-Inspector
Satish Mahato. The meet-
ing brought together com-
munity members to dis-
cuss preparations for the
upcoming Holi Milan cer-
emony.

During the session, partici-
pants addressed potential
concerns about miscreants
harassing passersby and
discussed measures to pre-
vent such incidents. It was

reiterated that the use of
DIJs during the celebrations
remains strictly prohibited,
and the public was advised
to avoid spreading rumors
or sharing unverified infor-
mation on social media.

SI Satish Mahato empha-

Sindri Police Statio

-

sized that Holi should be a
time for joy, brotherhood,
and harmony, and urged
people not to indulge in
excessive intoxication.
He also cautioned against
reckless driving or racing
on the roads during the fes-

tivities. The meeting was
attended by several local
figures, including adminis-
trative officers Satish Ma-
hato, Devchand Hansda,
Vinod Toppo, and Sanjeev
Kumar Tiwari, along with
Congress District  Gen-
eral Secretary Ajay Singh,
Mahendra Pandey, Deep-
ak Kumar Deepu, former
councilor Dinesh Singh,
Vedese Singh, Jan Adhi-
kar Manch President Ran-
jit Kumar, Brajesh Singh,
Prashant Pandey, LIJP’s
Salendra Nath Dwivedi,
Bhakti Paul, and Jitendra
Sharma.

Ranya Rao, Kannada Actress, Arrested
at Bengaluru Airport for Smuggling

Rs 12 Crore Gold

A

Bengaluru: Kannada actress Ranya Rao was arrested at
Kempegowda International Airport on Tuesday for alleg-
edly attempting to smuggle 14.8 kg of gold, valued at over
Rs 12 crore, from Dubai. The Directorate of Revenue In-
telligence (DRI) apprehended Rao on Monday night after
receiving a tip-off.

Rao, who arrived on an Emirates flight from Dubai, was
immediately taken into custody and later remanded to ju-
dicial custody for 14 days by a court handling economic
offences. Authorities had been monitoring her due to her
frequent overseas trips, with investigators noting she had
visited Dubai four times in just 15 days, raising suspicions
of smuggling.

Officials revealed that Rao allegedly hid gold bars in her
clothing, including concealing a significant portion in her
jacket. Investigators suspect that she may have used her
connections to bypass customs inspections.

Upon landing, Rao reportedly identified herself as the
daughter of senior IPS officer Ramachandra Rao, who
heads the Karnataka State Police Housing Corporation, and
allegedly sought police assistance for an escort from the
airport. Authorities are now investigating whether any law
enforcement officials, including her father, were aware of or
inadvertently assisted in her actions.

The DRI is also looking into whether Rao was acting alone
or was part of a larger gold smuggling network between
Dubai and India. Rao, known for her role in the 2014 Kan-
nada film Maanikya alongside actor Sudeep, has appeared
in several South Indian films.

Two-Day Ethics and Integrity Workshop

Concludes at Chinmaya Vidyalay
. _ - e

Bokaro: A two-day workshop on Ethics and Integrity con-
cluded at Chinmaya Vidyalaya Bokaro, focusing on promot-
ing moral values and good conduct among educators. The
event, aimed at uniting teachers in ethical practices, was in-
augurated by School Secretary Mahesh Tripathi, Principal
Suraj Sharma, Vice Principal Narmendra Kumar, and co-re-
source persons Shiv Shankar Yadav, Principal of B.I.S.S.S
Sector-11D. The ceremony began with a lamp-lighting tra-
dition, followed by the felicitation of the resource persons.
A total of 52 participants from schools in Patna, Ranchi,
Ramgarh, Saraikela, Hazaribagh, and Bokaro took part in
the workshop. Divided into eight groups, they engaged in
interactive sessions led by Suraj Sharma and Shiv Shankar
Yadav.

Principal Suraj Sharma emphasized the crucial role of
teachers and parents in shaping students’ moral values, urg-
ing the importance of honesty and integrity in education.
Yadav highlighted the value of life skills in education and
teachers’ responsibility in inspiring students to lead mean-
ingful lives.

The first day covered topics such as “Understanding Integri-
ty” and “Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development,” while
the second day focused on “Creating Space for Integrity in
the Classroom” and “Teachers as Role Models.”

The workshop concluded with a vote of thanks by Vice
Principal Narmendra Kumar. The event, coordinated by
Randhir Narayan with support from Rajneesh Chaudhary,
Ran Vijay Ojha, Nitesh Pandey, Smriti Vohra, and Anjani,
was hosted by Supriya Chaudhary.
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“Ready to work under Trump’s leadership”:

Ukraine: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
proposed a peace plan aimed
at ending the ongoing conflict
with Russia, expressing willing-
ness to work under the “strong
leadership” of US. President
Donald Trump. Zelenskyy’s
remarks came just days after a
tense encounter with Trump
during their White House
meeting.

In an effort to mend ties
with Washington after the
US. paused military aid to
Ukraine, Zelenskyy wrote on
X: “None of us wants an end-
less war. Ukraine is ready to
negotiate for lasting peace. No-

body wants peace more than
Ukrainians, and my team and
I are prepared to work under
President Trumps leadership
to achieve that”

Zelenskyy outlined several
initial steps for peace, includ-
ing the release of prisoners, a
ceasefire in the sky (with bans
on missiles, drones, and attacks
on civilian infrastructure), and
a ceasefire at sea—if Russia

agrees to do the same. He em-
phasized Ukraine’s eagerness
to move quickly toward a final
agreement with US. coopera-
tion.

He also reiterated Ukraine’s
appreciation for US. support,
particularly remembering
when President Trump provid-
ed Ukraine with Javelin mis-
siles, which Zelenskyy credited
as a turning point in the war.

& I T T T T

Ukraine President

Referring to the recent White
House meeting, Zelenskyy ac-
knowledged that it did not go
as planned, calling it regretta-
ble, and expressed a desire to
make things right. He empha-
sized the need for constructive
future cooperation and com-
munication between Ukraine
and the US.

The U.S. had previously paused
military aid to Ukraine fol-

lowing the tense exchange
between the two leaders, with
a White House official stat-
ing that the pause was part of
a review process to ensure aid
contributes to peace. The U.S.
has been a major supplier of
arms to Ukraine since Russia’s
invasion in 2022, though there
has been a shift in U.S. strategy
since Trumps return to office
in January.

Trudeau Hits U.S. Goods with 25% Tariff in
Response to Trump’s Trade War

Canada: Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau has imposed a
25% tariff on U.S. goods, re-
sponding to U.S. President
Donald Trumps sweeping
tariffs on Canadian imports.
Trudeau called the move a
“trade war” that would ul-

timately “harm  American
families”

Speaking from Parliament
Hill, Trudeau criticized

Trumps decision as “dumb”
and questioned the logic of
collaborating with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
while targeting Canada, a
close ally. He stated, “To-
day, the United States has
launched a trade war against
Canada, its closest partner
and ally”

In retaliation, Canada has
levied 25% tariffs on $155
billion worth of American
goods, starting with $30 bil-
lion immediately and the

remaining $125 billion in 21
days. Trudeau also pledged to
challenge the U.S. tariffs at the
World Trade Organization,
arguing that they violate the
free trade agreement between
the two nations.

Trudeau warned that the tar-
iffs would drive up inflation

OO0

and harm U.S. jobs, especially
in sectors reliant on Canadian
imports. He urged Trump to
reconsider, stressing the need
for cooperation to secure
prosperity for North Amer-
ica. “There is absolutely no
justification for these tariffs,”
he added.

The Canadian government

has announced  support
measures for citizens affected
by the trade war, including
expanded assistance for those
losing jobs and aid for strug-
gling businesses. Trudeau
vowed to “relentlessly fight”
to protect Canada’s economy.
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BJP accuses Trinamool of caste survey
bias: Diverting resources towards Muslims

«The Bengal unit of the
BJP accuses the
Trinamool government
of conducting a caste

survey to favour Muslim
OBCs over Hindu OBCs,
calling it communal and

illegal.

Kolkata. The BJP has launched fresh
allegations against the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) government in
West Bengal, accusing it of
conducting a caste-based benchmark
sample survey to benefit Muslim
Other Backward Classes (OBCs) at
the expense of Hindu OBCs.

The allegations come amid Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee-led
party's counterclaims that BJP was

adding fake names to the electoral
rolls with the help of the Election
Commission of India (ECI) for the
2026 Bengal Assembly
polls.Speaking to reporters, BJP
General Secretary Jagannath
Chatterjee claimed that the
ruling party was using the
survey as a tool for political
appeasement. He alleged
that the West Bengal
government is seeking
detailed financial data of
Muslim communities to
redistribute benefits in their
favour while sidelining Hindu
OBCs.

"The TMC government is
conducting a benchmark
sample survey on backward
classes with the intention of diverting
resources towards Muslim OBCs.
This is a clear attempt at

i

survey questions was designed to
foster division between
communities, calling it "both
communal and illegal". Referring to
the survey documents shared by the
BJP, Chatterjee highlighted certain

A

questions, including whether
respondents had access to water in
their locality and whether they shared
food with their neighbours.

appeasement under the guise of "Never before in history have we

welfare," Chatterjee stated.He
further argued that the nature of the

encountered such questions. This is a
deliberate attempt to create

T

communal rifts. The High Court had
struck down the OBC list, and now
the matter is pending before the
Supreme Court," he added.Notably,
the controversy stems from a 2024
Calcutta High Court ruling, which
struck down the OBC status
of several castes granted by
the state government since
2010, deeming the
reservations for public sector
jobs and state-run educational
institutions as
illegal.Following the ruling,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had vowed to
challenge the decision in the
Supreme Court, where the
matter currently remains sub-
judice.The Trinamool
supremo has called the duplication of
EPIC (Electronic Electoral Photo
Identity Card) numbers in West
Bengal an "epic scam" and gave the
poll panel a 24-hour deadline to
"accept its mistake".

TVK chief Vijay demands fair delimitation, questions commission's independence

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) chief Vijay raised concerns over the delimitation process, emphasising fairness and the need for public

consultation. He questioned the independence of the Delimitation Commission, arquing that its head is appointed by the ruling government.

New Delhi. Tamilaga Vettri

Kazhagam (TVK) chief and
actor Vijay raised concerns over
the proposed delimitation
process, urging fairness and
public consultation. In a five-
page statement, he emphasised
that his party is not against
delimitation but stressed that no
state should lose its rightful
representation in Parliament due
to constituency redistribution.
Vijay argued that instead of simply
increasing the number of
parliamentary seats in the 543-
member Lok Sabha, alternative
solutions should be explored. He
suggested leveraging technology,

enhancing governance mechanisms,
and ensuring better ballot
representation to address issues of
representation. The focus, he said,
should be on public welfare,
industrial growth, quality education,
and sustainable development, rather

than just expanding the number

of Mps.

! Highlighting global democratic
practices, Vijay pointed out that
several parliaments have
provisions like the "Prime
Minister's Question Time,"
where leaders directly address
representatives’ concerns.
However, in India, he noted, such
structured opportunities for
direct political accountability are

lacking. He questioned whether

increasing the number of MPs alone
would lead to better governance,
asserting that fundamental issues
like political integrity,
accountability, and direct public

engagement must be addressed first.
“The issue is not about the shortage
of MPs.” The real concern is not the
number of representatives but
ensuring fair democratic
representation. This is a matter of
principle rather than just a numerical
increase in seats,” he said.

One of his criticisms was directed at

the Delimitation Commission itself.
Vijay questioned how people could
trust the body when its head is
appointed by the ruling government.
"The Prime Minister appoints the
head, and the Commission merely
executes government orders. How
can people expect it to function
independently?" he asked.

Kamal Haasan's 'Hindia' jab at BJP amid
language row, backs Stalin on delimitation

Kamal Haasan, who attended the all-party meeting called by Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin, also

Chennai. Actor and politician Kamal Haasan
accused the BJP of attempting to create "Hindia",
emphasising that the Centre's alleged bid to
impose Hindi on southern states was against
federal principles. Haasan, who attended the all-
party meeting called by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin, also opposed the Centre's
proposed delimitation exercise."They are
creating Hindia. Whatever decision taken by the
Centre will not be in favour of non-Hindi-
speaking states. This decision, which is against
federal principles, is unnecessary," the Makkal
Needhi Maiam (MNM) chief said on the three-
language formula under the National Education
Policy (NEP).Haasan has previously emphasised
the importance of linguistic pride among
Tamilians and warned against playing with it.
"Tamilians have lost their lives for a language.
Don't play with those things. Tamilians, even
children, know what language they need," he said

opposed the Centre's proposed delimitation exercise.

ONDELIMITATION

last week amid the raging row.

Tamil Nadu has viewed the three-language formula
as an attempt to impose Hindi on the state, while
the Centre has argued that the policy was meant to
ensure that youth get employment across regions.

On the proposed delimitation, which will adjust
parliamentary constituencies based on
population, Haasan said there was no need to

change MP numbers in the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha."Why are they reparing something that is
not broken? Why are they sending democracy to
the workshop for repair?" Haasan said.

At the centre of the row is Tamil Nadu's concern
that southern states will lose seats in Parliament,
and thereby its voice, due to delimitation for
successfully implementing population control
measures.At the all-party meeting, Stalin
asserted that the delimitation exercise should be
based on the 1971 Census for the next 30 years.
He also floated the idea of forming a committee
comprising MPs and representatives from
southern states to coordinate a unified response to
the exercise.The Congress, an ally of Stalin's
DMK, also backed the Chief Minister's status quo

proposal. "They should freeze delimitation for

the next 30 years. That is the only way," said
Tamil Nadu Congress
Selvaperundhagai.
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Rs 30 crore in 45 days: Yogi
Adityanath shares success story
of Kumbh boatman

Lucknow. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
rebuffed opposition criticism of the Maha Kumbh, citing a family's
massive earnings as proof of the event's economic impact. He claimed
that a single family operating 130 boats made Rs 30 crore in profit
during the 45-day religious gathering in Prayagraj between January 13
and February 26.

Breaking down the figures in Legislative Assembly, the Chief Minister
highlighted that a single boat generated daily earnings ranging
between Rs 50,000 and Rs 52,000. The remarkable financial success,
he said, underscores the economic opportunities created during the
Kumbh Mela for local communities.Reacting to the Samajwadi
Party's allegation that the boatmen of Prayagraj were 'exploited', the
Chief Minister said, "I am telling the success story of a boatman's
family. They have 130 boats. In 45 days (of Maha Kumbh), they have
profited Rs 30 crore... This means each boat has earned Rs 23 lakh. On
adaily basis, they earned Rs 50,000 to 52,000 from each boat.”

Furthermore, the Chief
Minister said that the |
recently-concluded

;

45-day mega-event,
calling it a testament
to India's rich heritage
and development.
"We talk about Sabka -
Saath, Sabka Vikas.
This event has left an
indelible mark not just
in India but across the world. Its success will resonate globally for a
long time," he said.Yogi Adityanth also slammed the opposition
parties for questioning the religious congregation and said that only
those who actively participated in the Maha Kumbh can truly
understand its significance.

"During the Maha Kumbh, several members, parties and organisations
made baseless statements. Instead of getting distracted by such
remarks, we remained committed to our responsibilities and were
witness to the grand event," he said.Adityanath emphasised that an
investment of Rs 7,500 crore in the Maha Kumbh yielded arecord Rs 3
lakh crore in business, boosting multiple sectors.

Arvind Kejriwal in Punjab for
Vipassana, slammed for convoy:
Bigger than Trump's

New Delhi. Amid an ongoing buzz over his potential entry into the Rajya
Sabha, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Arvind Kejriwal is currently in
Punjab to attend a 10-day Vipassana meditation camp. The former
Delhi Chief Minister was, however, criticised for his massive
cavalcade, with AAP MP Swati Maliwal taking a sarcastic dig, saying
the convoy was "bigger than Donald Trump's".Kejriwal and his wife
Sunita will attend the meditation course at the Dhamma Dhaja
Vipassana Centre near Hoshiarpur, slated to commence on
Wednesday.

Accompanied by the cavalcade, which included more than 100 Punjab
Police personnel and bulletproof vehicles, the couple arrived at the
Forest Rest House in Chohal, about 14 km from Hoshiarpur, late
Tuesday night.In a tweet on Wednesday, Maliwal, the AAP Rajya
Sabha MP, who recently accused Kejriwal of shifting priorities for
power following speculations that he may enter the Upper House from
Punjab, asked why he was "so afraid of the people of Punjab who have
given so much
love"."Kejriwal, who
criticises the whole world
for VIP culture, is today
roaming around with a '
security cover bigger
than Donald Trump," she
quipped.

Also criticising the former
Chief Minister, Delhi
Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa asked, "What
kind of Vipassana requires a grand security parade funded by Punjab
taxpayers?"" Arvind Kejriwal, who once pretended to be a common
man in a WagonR, now moves in a lavish convoy of bulletproof Land
Cruisers, over 100 Punjab Police commandos, jammers and
ambulances like a VIP Maharaja all for Vipassana, a retreat meant for
peace," he tweeted.

“If power was his test, he has failed miserably.... AAP’s truth is out,
deception, hypocrisy, and VIP arrogance at its peak."Meanwhile,
Congress leader Sandeep Dikshit, who contested the New Delhi seat
against Kejriwal and BJP's Parvesh Verma in the February 5 Delhi
Assembly polls, accused the AAP chief of getting used to a "pompous
and lavish lifestyle"."I have been saying for 10 years that he is greedy
for power. When he used to get votes on the basis of simplicity, even
then, we used to say that his simplicity was just a pretence... He has
become so used to the extravagance that comes with power that he has
100 vehicles in his convoy to accompany him for a meditation retreat,"
Dikshit added.
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Don't just install Sengol, uninstall Hindi from Tamil Nadu: MK Stalin to BJP

New Delhi. Tamil Nadu Chief -
Minister MK Stalin and BJP | e

@ ~JTamil Nadu Chief

Minister MK Stalin and

state president K Annamalai yet
again engaged in a heated

BJP's Annamalai

clashed over Hindi

imposition and Tamil

identity. Stalin accused

over Tamil.

exchange on X over the ongoing
issue of Hindi imposition and
the promotion of Tamil
language and culture.In his
post, Stalin questioned the
BJP’s commitment to Tamil,
accusing the party of
prioritising Hindi and Sanskrit

Nl

for Tamil is proven through
o deeds, not deception," using
- : the
#StopHindilmposition.
ANNAMALAI CALLS MK
STALINHYPOCRITE
Responding to this, Annamalai
accused Stalin of hypocrisy
and failing to promote Tamil
beyond the state.He argued
L that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has genuinely promoted
Tamil language and culture,

on t € »Stalin accused BIP of promoting a

‘dead’ language, sidelining Tamil

»Give Tamil names to trains instead of
Hindi, says Stalin

»Annamalai countered by calling Stalin
a hypocrite over Tamil funding

BJP of prioritising
Hindi and Sanskrit
over Tamil, while
Annamalai called him
a hypocrite, citing past
neglect of Tamil

UNINSTALL HINDI FROM |
TAMIL NADU, SAYS
STALIN

“Rather than installing Sengol in Parliament,
uninstall Hindi from Union Government
offices in Tamil Nadu. Instead of hollow
praise, make Tamil an official language on
par with Hindi and allot more funds for
Tamil than a dead language like Sanskrit,”
he wrote.

He also accused the BJP of attempting to
"saffronise" Thiruvalluvar and failing to

ﬁ\

declare Thirukkural as India’s National
Book.He criticised the government for
conducting ‘Hindi Pakhwadas’ in Tamil
Nadu and giving Sanskrit names to trains
instead of Tamil names. “Revert to the
practice of naming them in Tamil, like
Chemmozhi, Muthunagar, Vaigai,

citing the installation of
Sengol in Parliament as proof.
“Only a hypocrite would ask about
the increased allocation of funds to
Sanskrit over Tamil, knowing the
rationality behind it very well,” he wrote.
He attacked the DMK for neglecting Tamil
while in power, pointing out that between
2006-2014, Sanskrit received Rs 675.36
Malaikottai, Thirukkural Express, etc.,”he crores 1n funding while Tamil Only

wrote. . received Rs 75.05 crores.
He ended his post with the statement: "Love He also reminded Stalin that former

A

\ —
Congress leader and ex-Home Minister P
Chidambaram had pushed for Hindi
promotion nationwide.

He accused Stalin of "despiritualising"
Thiruvalluvar for political
propaganda.“Your hatred has blinded you
from seeing a locomotive named after our
great Rani Velu Nachiyaar,” Annamalai
accused Stalin of having a problem with
names like Vande Mataram and Vande
Bharat.

funding.
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Myths of Shimla's Mall
and Scandal Point

I have received calls from friends asking about the
origin of the word ‘Mall’. These enquiries have
been tied to Shimla’s eponymous and famous
promenade. A little bit of truth, mixed with a
substantial amount of falsehood, has been passed
around somewhat convincingly and seems to have
been quite effective. This is still doing the rounds
like a never-ending wheel on the Internet and on
that fount of infinite knowledge, ‘WhatsApp
forwards’.One claim was that the word ‘Mall’ is an
acronym for ‘Married Accommodation Living
Lines’. In some, the word ‘Married’ has been
substituted for ‘Military’. Well, the military had its
lines at a considerable distance from Shimla’s
Mall and unless the living was done under shop
counters and in drawers stuffed with linen, the
story is as false as many of the others that have
been connected with the street. That is not to say
that people did not live on the Mall. Many
shopowners or bankers lived above their
commercial premises. These shop-houses were
something that gave the place much of its
character and ensured that the Mall remained
lively even after the banks had closed, and the
shops had pulled down their shutters. It did not
seem like the deserted places that Chandigarh’s
Sector 17 or New Delhi’s Nehru Place become
after shop hours.

Across India, apart from Shimla, many colonial
towns or westernised expansions of older cities
had a Mall — Lahore, Amritsar, Mussoorie,
Kasauli and Darjeeling, to name just a few. While
the process of transfer of the word ‘Mall’ from
England to far-flung former colonies, taking on the
role of a ‘high street’, remains open to calculated
conjecture, there is no doubt that it originated in
London. There is the kilometre-long Mall that
connects Buckingham Palace to Trafalgar Square
and continues to serve as a ceremonial route. The
second, also in London, is the famous and
fashionable Pall Mall, which goes back to the 17th
century and is lined with smart shops and clubs.
Both owe the origin of their names and purpose to
the game of ‘pall-mall’, or ‘pell-mell’, a precursor
of croquet and played with a ball and mallet. In
turn, the English word for the game is derived from
the Italian pallamaglio, meaning a ‘ball and
mallet’.

Other whiffs of false news, fake stories and accepted
reality have also meandered over the Mall. One
being that no Indians were permitted there. Any
number of old photographs belie this fact. Also,
there was an overwhelming number of Indians
who owned shops and other establishments and
almost all the staff were Indian. This, however,
does have a small ring of truth. There was a
municipal bylaw that proclaimed that no job-
porter or ‘coolie’ would ‘solicit employment,
loiter or carry loads’ during the evenings on
specified streets — including the Mall. This bylaw
was twisted to include ‘ill-dressed’ Indians and
later, to khadi-clad freedom fighters, who would
be hustled off the street.But perhaps nothing has
been as accepted as the multiple myths of Scandal
Point. Sadly, the most salacious story of them all is
that there was no scandal. When the soon-to-be-

We have recently returned from a reviving break at the

The Punjab government’s decision to make [

Corbett National Park. This natural sanctuary and
wildlife park is one of the earliest of its kind, and a [}
favourite retreat for us Kumaonis. One of the major |
reasons for this is that it is named after a person who
was worshipped all over the Terai and Kumaon as
‘Carpet Saa’b’. Jim Corbett, to give him his proper
name, was born and brought up in India and was
passionately fond of forests and animals. Initially a
game hunter who hunted tigers and leopards for
sport (like several others of that time), later, he
became a fierce protector of the tiger and its cousins
(called bagh all over this area) and lived happily
amongst leopards and panthers. His sister Maggie and
faithful dog, Robin, followed him wherever he went and
his jungle tales make for fascinating reading no matter
how many times you may have read them.

Corbett’s home in Nainital, Guerney House, was close to

where we lived in Ayarpata, a thickly-wooded part of
Nainital where many old zamindar and taluqdar families
had cottages and homes to escape the heat and sultry
monsoons of the plains. The Terai was also where many
refugee families from West Punjab were allotted farms to
compensate for the lands they had left behind. In the
1950s and 1960s, the Terai was a marshy, unhealthy tract
full of tigers, snakes and killer malarial mosquitoes. This
is why many chose to send their families and children to
the cooler hills just hours away and study at the public
schools Nainital was famous for.

This long introduction is because when I went to the lovely

resort we stayed in this time, I was delighted to meet the
person who runs it as he turned out to be the grandson of
someone we knew as the Raja of Pilibhit. I remember
Pilibhit House, where his grandparents lived in (now run
as a posh hotel), and one of his aunts was in school with
me. There is something about the Kumaon hills that
compels you to come back over and over again. Each time
I go, I get the feeling of returning to my mother’s womb.
In fact, I can name the exact spot where this happens.
Chatting with the owner of this delightful Riverview
Retreat, I felt I had met a soulmate because he spends
most of his time here while running his huge chain of
hotels and resorts.The Corbett Park is strictly guarded
and only the old Forest Department dak bungalow
(named Dhikala) is inside the park. Naturally, you need
serious sarkari connections to be able to stay there, so a
number of resorts have sprung up all the way from
Ramnagar to the forest limit of the Corbett National Park.
Spread over 2,800 sq km and divided into six zones, you
have to be very lucky to spot a tiger. On the first day of our
morning safari, [’'m afraid, all the tiger had left for curious
visitors was a lump of shit to let us know what he thought
of idiots like us. Sadly, elephant safaris are not allowed
any longer, so we were stuffed into an open jeep that made
such a racket that only monkeys and langoors stayed on to

At Corbett park, once more

Credit for raising awareness in our natural world must be given to the British

see what fools announce their entry so noisily. However,
on our next safari, in another zone, we finally managed a
tiger sighting and all the noisy chatter from other jeeps
with cranky kids and chattering adults came to a halt. The
magnificent king of the jungle is the lord of all he surveys
and we could only gape at the confidence of his royal gait
as he walked across the savannah grass.

Believe me, a visit to a natural wildlife park is what all

parents of young children must make. Quite apart from
the serenity and silence of the forest is the feeling that
Man is the lowest form of life on earth. Watching a tiger in
a zoo will never show you the magnificent camouflage

famous Rudyard Kipling came to Shimla, the
‘summer capital’ of India, he wrote of its glittering
social swirl and endless gossip. He created a world
that was part-fiction, part-fable and part-reality.
Those word-images are still with us. In 1888,
Kipling’s story ‘The Education of Otis Yeere’ was
first published. Of his creation, two characters
appear in the story. There is Mrs Mallow and the
formidable Mrs Hauksbee, who “...was
sometimes nice to her own sex”, while she had
“the wisdom of the Serpent, the logical coherence
of Man, the fearlessness of Child and the triple
intuition of the woman”. It is in this story that the
phrase ‘Scandal Point’ first appears in print: “Your
salon would become a glorified Peliti’s,” says Mrs
Mallow, “a ‘Scandal Point’ by lamplight.” From
this moment on, this phrase from Kipling’s pen
enters perceived reality and with passing years,

Punjabi a mandatory subject in all schools —
public and private — goes beyond academia; it
is a reaffirmation of linguistic and cultural
identity. The move follows outrage over a |
CBSE draft that omitted Punjabi from its list of

regional languages for Class X exams. Though
the CBSE later clarified that its norms were
only indicative, the controversy reignited
concerns over the diminishing role of regional
languages in national education policies. This
issue is not confined to Punjab. Across India,
debates over language policies have
intensified, particularly around the three-
language formula. States in southern India have
resisted attempts to impose Hindi, while many
in the northeast continue to demand greater

the savannah grass and stripes provide this regal animal.
It takes the trained eye of a guide to spot pugmarks and
observe the claw marks on a tree trunk to calculate when
a tiger last passed that route. The alarm system set in
motion by the parakeets, the barking deer and the
chattering monkeys warns the deer that they are being
stalked. I am sad that our schoolchildren are rarely taken
on expeditions to familiarise them with the flora and
fauna of the country. Discovery Channel or Animal
Planet can never replace the thrill of actually being able
to hear, see and experience the beauty of the Indian
jungle.
A museum has been created by the Forest Department
where, apart from the stuffed animals, simulated sounds
of rain and thunder are played in a dark room for visitors
to demonstrate how frightening the sound of thunder and
the crack of lightning can be when you are in a forest at
night. The stygian darkness of a stormy night or the eerie
feeling that you are being watched can send shivers down
the spine.Credit for raising awareness in our natural
world must be given to the British, who were intrepid
walkers and left a valuable legacy of records. Today, our
Forest Department officers ensure that this legacy is
preserved.

Science, to me, is not just about the latest technology,
medicine and other gadgets. It is a humanistic and
ethical way of living. Science guides me how to deal
with my professional, emotional and psychosocial
needs, fears and anxieties. I derive all my ethical
principles and actions from science.In recent times,
with generally fading practices of the ritualistic
aspects of organised religions, a trend is emerging —
trying to blend the rationality and objectivity of
science with the subjective faith of religion and
spirituality. Is it possible, meaningful and necessary to
do so?l wish to share my understanding of what is
scientific thinking, and what is the scientific way of
life. Science inspires me to live a good life in an
ethical, responsible, and joyful manner. Being a
lifelong student, researcher and teacher of science, my
understanding of the foundational elements of
scientific thinking are as follows:1. Science is not any
supernatural and transcendental knowledge revealed
to one person or a select group of people in one step or
in a short span of time.2. Scientific knowledge is a
collective and continuous derived chain of
explanations put forward by human beings to resolve
the queries, questions and doubts about the natural

\universe.& Scientific explanations are ad hoc and can

 Scientific spirituality, is it possible \

be repeatedly modified, revised or changed based on
new observations and facts.4. Science neither claims
nor tries to search, discover or reveal any ideal, perfect,
absolute and single eternal truth.5. Scientific
explanations are eventually evident and testable, and
these are neither dependent upon nor based on the will
of'any real or imaginary entity.

6. Science thrives and evolves by questioning and
challenging its concepts, observations, facts, beliefs,
and persons.7. Scientific concepts, values and
technologies apply equally to all.It is not enough to
know theoretically what is science, and then claim that
I have a scientific attitude and way of life. It is crucial
to be also able to recognise the “unscientific” in our
behaviour.According to me, I will be unscientific:1. If
I have an unquestionable belief, faith and devotion in
one or more assumed transcendent powers or entities
imagined to be omnipresent, omniscient, eternal and
supernatural.2. If I perform any kinds of prayers, and
other acts and rituals out of want, fear or helplessness
in handling uncertainties and emotional challenges of
life.3. If 1 consider others whose ways of living,
dressing up, food habits and physical appearances are

different from mine, as being bad, inferior and sinful;/

More than a subject

The fight to protect Punjabi in schools

L

and.

The decision to penalise non-compliant schools
and nullify certificates without Punjabi as a main
subject underscores Punjab’s determination to
safeguard its language. However, this raises a
fundamental question: should linguistic identity
be preserved through mandatory policies, or
should it be nurtured through organic cultural
promotion? The answer likely lies somewhere in
between. While compulsion ensures Punjabi’s
presence in education, true preservation depends
on fostering pride in the language beyond
academic In a country as linguistically diverse as
India, balancing national cohesion with regional
linguistic rights is a complex challenge. Punjab’s
move reflects a broader demand — one that
seeks not just recognition but also respect for
India’s linguistic plurality. The real challenge,

inconsistent, often favouring dominant languages over
regional tongues. Punjab’s response, therefore, is not
just about one language but part of a larger pushback
against perceived linguistic homogenisation.

steadily gathers more stories.Going by the popular
tale, a Maharaja of Patiala carried off a British
Viceroy’s daughter (or wife) from this spot on
Shimla’s Mall.

recognition for their indigenous languages. The
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 promotes
multilingualism, but its implementation remains

however, is ensuring that this respect translates into
policies that empower all languages, not just a select
few.

Repositioning God as a marketable product

The spiritual and ascetic in Hinduism has been replaced with the commercial and extravagant

Marx missed the full picture when he described religion as deafening publicity and 24x7 media coverage, the

an opiate of the masses. So did George Carlin when he
claimed that God was fiction. For, today, neo-capitalism
and right-wing fundamentalism have assigned God a
new role and turned Him into an FMCG (Fast Moving
Consumer Good): far from being an opiate, He is now a
stimulant for consumption on a gigantic scale, the driver
for GDP and GST growth. If, along the Laffer curve, a
few consumers die in a stampede or fire, that is
acceptable collateral damage, a tax write-off where the
public picks up the bill while the high priests of
Mammon go chuckling to the bank. The Maha Kumbh,
which the UP government claims will add Rs 2 lakh crore
to the state’s GDP, is the apotheosis of this new divine
role.

Hindu religion being one of the main pillars of the BJP’s
very existence and power play, it has to be constantly
glorified, burnished and made larger than life. As Yuval
Noah Harari asserts, a religion is not just its deities but
also the social functions it performs. The BJP’s aim is to
ensure that one of these ‘social functions’ is legitimising
and consolidating its power and narrow worldview.
Given these high stakes, Hinduism can no longer be left
to the tender mercies of the Shankaracharyas,
Mahamandeleshwars, priests, purohits or the humble
devotee and pilgrim in the villages. It must be
ornamentalised, over-hyped and aggrandised, made a
TV spectacle, a platform for projecting the party and the
PM as its prime custodian.

This is a continuation of a medieval mindset we thought
the modern world had left behind: did not the emperors
and kings of that time build cathedrals, pyramids,
gigantic statues, temples and monuments to perpetuate
their own myths, dogmas and personalities, to remain in
the public eye and memory? Were kings and pharaohs
not considered embodiments of the divine power?
Religion may be fiction, so it has to be dressed up, for the

grander the fiction, the easier it is to get the public to n The Kashi Vishwanath corridor, which will cost Rs 800

swallow it.

It is in this backdrop that we must understand this
government’s hostile takeover of religion, and its
obsession with the Disneyfication of our religious places
and the conversion of all major Hindu festivals into a
Cecil DeMille type of Hollywood productions. A few
recent instances will help to establish this point:

n The inauguration of the new Parliament building on May
28, 2023, was done with the splendour of a Roman
coronation, complete with the Sengol substituting for a
sceptre and a procession of high priests. A secular
political function was transformed into a religious one.

n The consecration of the Ram temple in Ayodhya, built at

a reported cost of Rs 1,800 crore, was an even grander

event, the tempo having been built up for weeks before,

like some gladiatorial show at the Colosseum.

crore when all its phases are complete, was hyped up as
the rebirth of Varanasi, another re-affirmation of a
resurgent Hinduism; the destruction of hundreds of
houses and private temples to make way for the corridors
was, of course, acceptable collateral damage.

n The Char Dham Highway, ripping through the heart of

the Himalayas and built against all environmental
considerations, is again an emblem of religious
revivalism, even though it is rationalised on strategic
defence grounds. It will cost about Rs 12,000 crore.

n A dedicated and wholly unnecessary highway is being

built for the Kanwariyas in UP at a cost of Rs 650 crore
and a reported 33,000 trees, once again to project
religion in a larger-than-life format and to milk religious
sentiments.

n The exaggerated claims of the Maha Kumbh, its

Guinness scale of infrastructure created at a reported
cost of Rs 7,000 crore (and Rs 5,000 crore by the
Railways) is again meant to amplify the same message.
It’s the same with festivals. The Kumbh has been
celebrated since time immemorial, but the frenzy this
year was unprecedented, with even Blinkit home-
delivering sangam water, dips being offered online, and
someone else taking a dip on your behalf for a nominal
charge! I have lived in Delhi for 50 years, but have never
witnessed occasions like Ganesh Chaturthi, Chhat Puja
or Kanwariya yatras being magnified to the kind of
spectacles we witness nowadays. This resurgence of a
placid faith is clearly contrived, funded and Disneyfied
with a purpose.
Somewhere along the way, the spiritual and ascetic in
Hinduism has been replaced with the commercial and
extravagant, to serve the ‘function’ of a political party.
Which should not surprise anyone, because religion has
always been a business and tool for power. As Prof Paul
Seabright says in his extraordinary book, ‘The Divine
Economy’, the divine science (religion) has always had a
large element of the dismal science (economics) mixed
with it. It offers a product (salvation), has a network of
providers (priests) and well established distribution
channels. There are many ‘products’ in the market
(Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc) and they
all compete with each other for market share.

It should not surprise anyone, therefore, that the

corporatisation of Hinduism now has a righteous, if not
liturgical, angle to it, to serve a political purpose. It has
become a bustling share market where the common
investor gets returns in divine indulgence, and the new
corporates in votes. And those who do not buy into this
stock market are the new kafirs. Nietzsche famously said
that God is dead. He was wrong — God has now been
repositioned as a marketable product.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Haven't played a perfect
game so far, hopefully on

March 9: Gambhir

DUBAL Not the one to be easily pleased, India
head coach Gautam Gambhir said his team is
still searching for that "perfect game" despite
entering the Champions Trophy final with an
all-win record and he is hopeful that it would
come in the summit clash on Sunday.

India trounced Australia by four wickets in the
first semifinal here on Tuesday, with senior
batter Virat Kohli making a well-paced 84.

"See, in international sport, you want to keep
improving. You don't say that you've ticked
all the boxes. We still haven't played a
perfect game. I will never be satisfied with
the performances," Gambhir said in the post-
match press conference.Gambhir hoped that
India can produce that "perfect game" in the
Champions Trophy title clash on March 9.

"We still have one more game to go. Hopefully,
we can play a perfect game. We want to keep
improving, we want to be ruthless on the
cricket field but absolutely humble off the
field as well," he added.India have taken
some bold calls such as playing four
spinners, promoting Axar Patel to No. 5 and
pushing down KL Rahul to No. 6 to suit the

team's needs.

It may look illogical from the outside but for
Gambhir they were minor pieces in the grand
plans of keeping the players "out of the
comfort zone" to extract the best out of them.

"I think cricket is all about being out of your
comfort zone, and that is how you grow. If
everyone is in their comfort zone, then there
is stagnation. So, I believe, and you've seen
the results. I know you guys will keep going
back to 3-1 in Australia. But everyone in the
dressing room is staying out of the comfort
zone be it the coaching staff, be it the players
and hopefully we continue to do what is
important for Indian cricket," he said.

At some stage in the near future, Gambhir will
have to sit down with some senior players to
study about their future plans.

But for now, the former Indian opener is
focussing on the Champions Trophy final
without losing sight of that important and
impending discussion."I'm someone who
tries to stay, as much as I can, in the present
and at the moment, all I can say is that the
entire focus is going to be on the game which
is on the 9th. And then obviously there's a
long-term vision, there's a long-term plan as
well but at the moment, it's only the 9th but
after the 9th we can sit down and plan," he
said.

India will win Champions
Trophy, regardless of who they
face i the final: Sreesanth

New Delhi. India's unbeaten run in the
ongoing Champions Trophy has taken them
within a win of lifting the trophy, as Rohit
Sharma & Co defeated Australia by four
wickets in the first semifinal on Tuesday in
Dubai.

The dominant nature of India's run has
convinced former fast bowler S Sreesanth
that they will win the title irrespective of
whether they play South Africa or New
Zealand in the final on March 9.

Go Beyond The Boundary with our YouTube
channel. SUBSCRIBE NOW!

India's opponents will be decided on
Wednesday at the end of the second
semifinal between the Proteas and the
BlackCaps."Doesn't matter who the
opponents are in the final, India are going to
win," Sreesanth said while talking to

PTL."There is so much positive energy. They
are playing some wonderful cricket. The way
Virat Kohli anchors the chase, the way
Shreyas Iyer has stepped up -- let's just keep
our fingers crossed."Kohli led India's chase
of 26 against Australia with a knock of 84
that won him the 'Man of the Match'
award.Before this, Kohli scored an unbeaten
century in India's win over Pakistan during
the group stage of the tournament, where
India also defeated Bangladesh and New
Zealand.

"Let's be humble in our process. That's what
Mahi bhai (MS Dhoni) used to say -- one of
the best captains I've played with," said
Sreesanth, who was part of India's 2007 T20
World Cup and 2011 ODI World Cup-
winning teams."Even Sourav Ganguly used
to say the same. Dada always used to say,
let's be humble and trust the process. That's
exactly what the Indian team is doing...
Gautam (Gambhir) bhai is doing a great job,"
Sreesanth added.

LAHORE. After going through all the

Trying to get my rhythm; more
responsibility on me: Shami

«Shami said his workload is

heavier without Bumrah
steaming in at the other
end, but he is trying to give
more than 100 per cent to

the role.
_— -

DUBAI. Mohammed Shami conceded that

operating as India's lone front-line pacer
after coming back from a lengthy injury
layoff has been a heavy "responsibility" but
said he is trying to regain his "rhythm" to suit
the team's needs in the ongoing Champions
Trophy.Throughout the ICC showpiece here,
Shami has shared the new ball duties with
either Harshit Rana or Hardik Pandya
because of the injury-forced absence of
Jasprit Bumrah.Rana is still learning the
ropes, while Pandya is an all-rounder and
delivering 10 overs in an ODI is not precisely
his territory.Shami has so far picked eight
wickets in the tournament."l am trying to get
my rhythm back and contribute more for the
team. It is a responsibility when there are no

two proper fast bowlers and I have to
shoulder more responsibility," Shami said in
a mixed zone interaction after India's
semifinal victory over
Australia here on Tuesday
night.

Shami said his workload is
heavier without Bumrah
steaming in at the other end,
but he is trying to give more
than a 100 per cent to the
role."There is a load when you
are the one main fast bowler
and the other is an all-rounder.
You have to pick wickets and
lead from the front. I have
become used to this load and
am trying my best to make it
easy for others and give more
than 100 per cent," he
said.Shami was sidelined for
over a year with an ankle injury
that he picked durin the 2023
ODI World Cup.

The veteran said he is now ready to shoulder
the responsibility of bowling long spells.

"The trust debate ends when you get selected
in the team. I don't think that one should
worry about his fitness too much. We just
need to put in the effort and see how your
body takes it. After all, we are labourers. [ am
now ready to bowl long spells. Short spells

are anyways easy - six or 12 balls - and in
limited-overs cricket it doesn't matter
whether it's 10 or six overs," he noted.

The 34-year-old has bowled his full quota of

10 overs against Bangladesh and Australia,
while he bowled just eight and four overs
against Pakistan and New Zealand,
respectively in the earlier matches, primarily
because spinners bowled nearly 35 overs in
those games.

Being at one venue helped me
Shami said it is an advantage for him that all of

India's Champions Trophy matches are

Familiar surrounds for New Zealand for
Champions Trophy semifinal against South Africa

New Zealand will be wary of
South Africa's first-choice howling
unit as Kagiso Rabada and Marco
Jansen didn't play in the tri-series
but can trouble hatters on any

This left the ICC, the Pakistan Cricket Board
and the Board of Control for Cricket in India
with no other option but to go for a hybrid
model and organize all of India's matches in
Dubai, including the semifinal and March 9
final if it qualifies.

India trumped New Zealand by 44 runs, which

pitch.

tangled scheduling, New Zealand returns
to its recent favorite venue in Pakistan
when it takes on South Africa in the second
semifinal of the Champions Trophy in !
Lahore on Wednesday.The complex

scheduling of the tournament, especially at _Ef

the tail end of the group stage, saw both

South Africa and Australia flying out to

Dubai in the knowledge that one team

would have to return to Pakistan once the
semifinal matchups were confirmed after
India played its last group game against
New Zealand on Sunday.The exhausting
itinerary was because the Indian
government refused permission for its team
to travel to Pakistan due to political reasons.

meant Australia stayed in Dubai for
Tuesday's semifinal against India. South
Africa returned to Pakistan with Heinrich
Klaasen admitting the short trip to Dubai
was "not ideal"."We knew that there was a
big possibility that we might have to fly up
and down," Klaasen said. "It's not ideal for

the bodies, but at least we had some time to
get out and walk around and get loose and

justhad some nice steak, to be fair."
"We knew it's going to happen and it's part of

the scheduling so two teams had to do it, and
unfortunately, we were one of them."

New Zealand and India were the only two

teams in the eight-team tournament
which played all their three group
matches as rain washed out two games
in Rawalpindi, while Australia's final
group game against Afghanistan also
ended without a result when heavy rain
left the outfield too soggy during
Australia's run chase.

Y Familiar surrounds

It's now almost a month since New
Zealand arrived in Pakistan and they
have happy memories of Gaddafi
Stadium where it beat both South Africa
and Pakistan in a tri-nation series ahead
of the Champions Trophy.

New Zealand is quite familiar with the slow

nature of the wickets in Lahore, which might
not turn as much as the wickets in Dubai,
with Glenn Phillips and Kane Williamson
both notching centuries in two high-scoring
games during that warm-up series.

Young Gunners fire rampant Arsenal into
Champions League box seat against PSV

EINDHOVEN. Arsenal's talented teenage

duo Myles Lewis-Skelly and Ethan Nwaneri
combined on Tuesday to help the Gunners to
an imperious 7-1 Champions League last-16
first leg advantage over a shambolic PSV
Eindhoven.The Premier League side were
on a different level to the struggling Dutch
champions, who were condemned to their
worst-ever defeat in European football.

"The standard was way too high for us

tonight," admitted PSV's French defender
Olivier Boscagli. "They were way better in
every situation... every time they got into our
box, they scored.""No chance. Outplayed.
Bad," said PSV coach Peter Bosz, summing
up his team's performance.Arsenal
dominated from the outset. Declan Rice's
powerful shot into the PSV net on 11
minutes was chalked off for a narrow
offside, but it was a taste of what was to
come.Against the run of play, PSV should
have taken the lead after a quarter of an hour
but Ismael Saibari somehow contrived to hit
the bar from close range with goalkeeper

«With three more rounds to

come, Praggnanandhaa holds
the edge over Aravindh as he
is set to play the next two
games with white pieces.

PRAGUE. Grandmasters R Praggnanandhaa

and Aravindh Chithambaram continued to
remain in joint lead after drawing their sixth-
round games in the Prague Masters Chess
tournament here.Praggnanandhaa was held
to a draw by Sam Shankland of the United
States, while Aravindh split the point with
Quang Leim Le of Vietnam to be on four
points out of a possible six, on a day when all
the games were drawn for the first time in the
tournament.Praggnanandhaa and Aravindh
continued to be followed by top seed Wei Yi
of China, Anish Giri of Holland, Vincent
Keymer of Germany and Quang Leim, all of
whom are on three points apiece.

Another half-point behind are the Czech duo of

Nguyen Thai Dai Van and David Navara,

With three more rounds to come,
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David Raya already beaten.

Arsenal made the hosts pay for their profligacy

two minutes later. Rice was afforded far too
much space in the PSV box, allowing him to
chip a cross to the far post, gratefully headed
home by Arsenal's own flying Dutchman,
Jurrien Timber.The visitors doubled their
lead shortly afterwards following more
generous Dutch defending.Lewis-Skelly,
the 18-year-old English defender, found
himselfin acres of space in a dangerous area,
squaring to fellow teenager Nwaneri, who

Gurel Ediz of Turkey and Shankland.

Praggnanandhaa holds the edge over
Aravindh as he is set to play the next two
games with white pieces.Aravindh, on
the other hand, has only one game with
white left.The seventh round will be
crucial for Praggnanandhaa as he takes
on Wei Yi, while Aravindh will meet
Anish, who has drawn all his games so
far.Praggnanandhaa was under pressure
for some time in the middle game
against his American opponent, who
played white. The opening featured a
regular Ttalian game and Shankland
threw open the position with a knight
sacrifice on the king side. Soon after,
Praggnanandhaa had to part with one of
his rooks for a minor piece, and what
resulted was a very complex position.

Navigating between better and equal

thereon, the Indian allowed Shankland to go
for a forced repetition and the game was
drawn after 43 moves.Playing white,
Aravindh faced the Queen's gambit declined
-- one of the most classical setup for decades
now --, and had his forces around the centre
right from the word go.However, as the game
progressed, Quang Leim remained

smashed the cross into the top
corner.PSV's shambolic defending
turned to embarrassment as Arsenal
made it three after just over half an hour
played.The defence squandered four
chances to make an easy clearance, the
ball eventually falling to makeshift
striker Mikel Merino, who rolled past
Walter Benitez. The shellshocked fans in
the Philips Stadion received a glimmer
of hope however just before half-time,
PSV winning a penalty after Thomas
Partey needlessly wrapped his arms
around striker Luuk de Jong's
head.Netherlands international winger Noa
Lang made no mistake from the spot,
smashing the ball into the top corner, giving
Raya no chance.It was a lifeline for the
Dutch champions, who went into half-time
3-1 down after a breathless first 45
minutes.Lewis-Skelly meanwhile had been
substituted, arguably fortunate to escape a
second yellow card after a clumsy challenge
onRichard Ledezma.

impregnable, and by the 19th move itself the
players had exchanged as many as three
minor pieces and two pawns. The pawn
structure took a small turn when Aravindh
decided to part with his last bishop for a
knight but black had nothing to worry about.

The players soon arrived at a rook-and-pawns

endgame where the draw was a just result

being played in Dubai.

"It has definitely helped us because we know

the conditions and the behaviour of the pitch.

Itis a plus point that you are playing all

| the matches at one venue. The main

thing is to gauge the conditions and

| know how the pitch behaves because

you are playing at one venue and you
can get to know it well," he said.

Shami's brilliant, says Gambhir

Head coach Gautam Gambhir too
praised Shami for the way he returned
from the injury and delivered for the
team.

"He's brilliant. He's a world-class
performer. He's phenomenal. The
hunger he brings on the table, the way
he trains, the way he practices, the
amount of bowling he does in practice
sessions. He prepares himself really
well. That's why you see all those
results," Gambhir said.Gambhir said

versatility makes Shami a dangerous
customer across formats."I think that he's a
phenomenal bowler, be it in red ball cricket
or in 50-over format. And he's shown that,
making a comeback after one and a half
years. These are not easy conditions as a fast
bowler. But still he bowled those tough overs
as well. So, I have no doubt that he's going to
continue doing the same thing for a long time
for Indian cricket," Gambhir added.

Steve Smith bids adieu to ODIs
after Australia's CT exit; says
right time to make way

DUBAI: Australia's stand-in skipper Steve
Smith on Wednesday announced his
retirement from ODI cricket following his
team's four-wicket loss to India in the
Champions Trophy semifinal here but the star
batter will continue to play Tests and T20
Internationals.The 35-year-old, who was
leading the world champion side in the
absence of an injured Pat Cummins, informed
his teammates after the match that he would
be stepping away from th 50-over format with
immediate effect.Reflecting on his decision,
Smith said it was the right time to step aside as
Australia builds itself for the 2027 ODI World
Cup."It has been a great ride, and I have loved
every minute of it," Smith said.

"There have been so many amazing times and
wonderful memories. Winning two World
Cups was a great highlight along with the
many fantastic team-mates who shared the
journey," he added in a media release shared
by Cricket Australia.A key member of
Australia's victorious 2015 and 2023 ICC
World Cup-winning teams, Smith was named
Australia's men's ODI Player of the Year in
2015 and 2021 and earned a place in the ICC
men's ODI Team of the Year in 2015.

He took over the ODI captaincy in 2015 and,
fittingly, led the side one last time in his final

match."Now is a great opportunity for people
to start preparing for the 2027 World Cup so it
feels like the right time to make way," he said.

The veteran of 170 ODIs said Test cricket
remains a priority and he is looking forward to
the World Test Championship Final in June.

"I feel I still have a lot to contribute on that
stage," he said."Now is a great opportunity for
people to start preparing for the 2027 World
Cup, so it feels like the right time to make
way," he added.Smith leaves behind a stellar
ODl legacy built over a period of more than 15
years, since making his debut as a leg-
spinning all-rounder against the West Indies
in 2010.0Over the years, he transformed into
one of Australia's most dependable batters,
accumulating 5,800 runs at an average of
43.28, including 12 centuries and 35 half-
centuries. He also chipped in with 28 wickets
at34.67.

after 32 moves.In the Challengers section,
the fortunes of Divya Deshmukh did not
change as she suffered another defeat and
was pushed to the sole last spot among 10
players.Vaclav Finel defeated Divya in a
rook-and-minor-piece endgame leaving
the Indian on 1.5 points.

Jonas Buhl Bjerre of Denmark regained the
joint lead by beating Marc'Andria
Maurizzi of France. The Dane shares the
top spot with Nodirbek Yakubboev of
Uzbekistan.

Results (Round 6): Sam Shankland (USA,
2.5) drew with R Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 4);
Aravindh Chithambaram (Ind, 4) drew
with Quang Leim Le (Vie, 3); Wei Yi (Chn,
3) drew with Gurel Ediz (Tur, 2.5); Nguyen
Thai Dai Van (Cze, 2.5) drew with David
Navara (Cze, 2.5); Vincent Keymer (Ger,
3) drew with Anish Giri (Ned, 3).

Challengers: Finel Vaclav (Cze, 2.5) beat

Divya Deshmukh (Ind, 1.5); Ivan Salgado

Lopez (Esp, 3.5) drew with Richard

Stalmach (Cze, 2.5); Stamatis Kourkoulous-

Arditis (Gre, 2.5) drew with Nodirbek

Yakubboev (Uzb, 4.5); Jonas Buhl Bzerre

(Den, 4.5) beat Marc'Andria Maurizzi (Fra,

3); Nemec Jychym (Cze, 2) lost to Ma Qun

(Chn, 3.5).
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Mom Shares Strong Note After Aadar
Juin's 'Time Pass' Comment: 'He
Shouldn’t Be Saying It'

—
Before marrying Alekha, Aadar Jain was

Off Track

dating Tara Sutaria. However, the two

called it quits in 2023.

wife, Alekha Advani, during one of their pre-wedding

festivities, that his previous relationships were only a
“time pass". While Aadar’s former girlfriend, Tara Sutaria
maintained her silence and did not react to the comment, her
mother now has seemingly taken a dig at the member of the
Kapoor family.Recently, Tara’s mother, Tina Sutaria, took to
her Instagram stories and shared a note which read, “If your
boyfriend/husband ever says anything disrespectful to you,
tell him to write it down on a piece of paper, get in his car,
drive and deliver it to his mother, or simply hand it to his
daughter. If he can’t say it to his mother or doesn’t want
another man to one day say it to his daughter, he shouldn’t

ﬁ adar Jain recently shocked everyone when he told his now-

be saying it to you (sic).”

While Tara’s mother did not tag anyone, the timing of her

post mustbe questioned.

What Did Aadar Jain Say About His Past
Relationships?

In a video from Aadar Jain’s mehendi ceremony that
went viral on social media, the groom was heard
saying, “I have always loved her and | have always
wanted to be with her. So she sent me on this long
journey of 20 years through time-pass. It was worth
the wait because I get to marry this beautiful,
beautiful woman, who looks like a dream. I love
you, and it was worth the wait. It’s a secret, [ have
always loved her. I have done time pass for four years
of my life. Butnow I’'m with you, baby."

The statement left many disappointed, with netizens
slamming Aadar for seemingly calling his previous
relationship “timepass." “Shameless. Disrespecting
another girl is not cool," one of the users wrote. “Oh

my God !!! Such men !!! Time pass for four years ?!?! Is

he implying his previous relationship ?!?! Why hurt someone
sentiments?" added another. “Such a cr*p guy... I don’t know the story, but
what kind of person talks like this on his special day? Hollow," a third

commentread.

Bhumi Pednekar

Celebrates 10 Years Of Dum Laga Ke Haisha,
Pens A Note As She Watches Film In Theatre

humi Pednekar made her acting debut with Dum

Laga Ke Haisha co-starring Ayushmann

Khurrana. The film was loved by the audience.
Well, the romantic comedy-drama has completed 10
years and on this special milestone, the actress has
written a long note. She has also shared that she
watched the film with her family in theatres. Taking to
her Instagram stories, Bhumi shared scenes and wrote,
“#10 Years To Dum LagaKeHaisha AYUSHMANN
KHURRANA 10 years ago, I watched Dum laga ke

Haisha for the 1st time. Full of nerves, an emotional |
mess cause I couldn’t believe I was in a film. I was |

there watching my childhood dream come alive. And
10 years later, I watched it all over again in a theatre
with people I love and those that love the film and my

heart was is so full that little girl that dreamt of being a |

leang la hubhumipednekary, of knowing how, had
done it. I couldn’t have asked for a better way to enter
the films. My dearest @ayushmannk. Thank you for
being the best co actor/friend. You are so so special as
Prem. Couldn’t have done it without you.”

She also shared a video in which she is seen interacting
with fans in theatres. Bhumi wrote, “A big thank you to
everyone that came yesterday and relived this beautiful
film. It was so special. The laughs, the cries and just the

else’s

joy of seeing movie that moves everyone so deeply is
beyond words can explain. Thank you aap mere back
bone ho."In the film, Ayushmann plays a disgruntled
high-school dropout who reluctantly marries an

educated but overweight girl. Initially hesitant about
their marriage, he gradually falls in love with her after

=

they participate in a race. Made on a budget of Rs 14
crore, the film was a hit, earning Rs 113 crore at the box
office.On the work front, Bhumi is currently seen in
Mere Husband Ki Biwi with Arjun Kapoor and Rakul
Preet Singh. The film has been doing well at the box
office.
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Katrina Kaif Is All Smiles As
She Enjoys In A Pool, Fans
Call V1 Kaushal 'Lucky

atrina Kaif took to her Instagram handle on

Thursday morning to share a series of

pictures from her recent vacation. In the first
photo, the actress was all smiles as she spent some
time in a swimming pool. Another picture featured
Katrina in a black cap and a brown jacket with
snow-clad mountains in the background. She also
shared scenic photographs from her hotel.Needless
to say, Katrina looked prettiest in these new photos.
While her pictures impressed everyone, fans also
rushed to the comments section to call Vicky
Kaushal, her actor-husband, luckiest. “Vicky
Kaushal is Luckiest Person on Planet one of the
fans wrote. “Literally a treat for the eyes added
another. “Oh so gorgeous a third comment read.
Check itout here:

Katrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal are one of the most
adorable and loved Bollywood actors. They have
been married for three years now. Recently, Vicky
opened up about how Katrina supported him while
he was shooting for Chhaava. The actor mentioned
that he needed emotional space while working on
the Laxman Utekar directorial and added that
Katrina helped him by understanding the same.

“There were intense scenes, sometimes there were
action scenes. So, once you are home after 12 hours
of shooting, you just fall on the bed. Whatever time
was there for personal life, it was little. Katrina
being from the same industry, she understands that
when intense parts like these are there, then some
space is required. So, she was very kind, sweet and
patient. I don’t bring the characters home but I used
to get a bit quiet because the mind is in that zone, it
keeps on going what I did today and what I will do
tomorrow. Otherwise, there was not much
difference. Everything was pretty normal," Vicky
said.Meanwhile, on the work front, Katrina Kaif
will soon be seen in Jee Le Zaara with Alia Bhatt
and Priyanka Chopra. However, there is no update
on the film’s shoot schedule as of now.

Amitabh Bachchan Asked For
THIS To Capture His Emotions
During Baghban Climax:
‘Mere Andar Bhara Hua Hal

behind hits like Deewaar and Sholay in the

1970s, are respected icons in Indian cinema.
Although they split and never worked together
again, many may not know that they contributed to
Ravi Chopra’s Baghban. The film’s story was
written by B.R. Chopra, with dialogues by Achala
Nagar, but Javed Akhtar wrote the emotional
climax where Amitabh Bachchan’s character
delivers a heartfelt speech. Salim Khan wrote the
dialogues for Salman Khan’s character. In a recent
interview with Pinkvilla, Renu Chopra, Ravi
Chopra’s wife, shared these details. between Salim

: ;alim-Javed, the famous screenwriting duo

and Javed.

Renu remembered that the climax scene, where
Amitabh’s character receives an award and speaks
about giving everything to his children, was 11
pages long. After reading it, Amitabh asked Ravi
for three days to prepare for the shoot at a hotel. He
told the director to use as many cameras as needed
because he knew he couldn’t capture the emotions
again. They set up three cameras and began
filming. Renu recalled Amitabh saying, “Mere
andar bhara hua hai (It’s all inside me, bursting to
comeout.)”

In the same interview, Renu Chopra, shed light on
the challenges they encountered while making and
distributing the film. Renu revealed that finding a
distributor for Baghban was no easy feat, as most
dismissed the project as “old-fashioned." “The
film struggled during its first four days in theaters.
Ravi even questioned why he made it. But
everything changed on the following Tuesday, and
the film picked up momentum," she recalled.

Skepticism about the project wasn’t limited to
distributors. Legendary filmmaker BR Chopra,
Ravi’s father, was also doubtful. The original story,
penned by BR Chopra two decades earlier, was
reworked by Dr. Achala Nagar. “Ravi’s father
discouraged him from making Baghban, saying it
was outdated. Many believed films like Avtaar and
Zindagi had already explored similar themes. But
Ravi saw it differently—not as a social drama but
as a love story between an elderly couple," Renu
explained.



